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The work of the Oregon Department of Energy (ODOE) is often supportive of minority and low 

income communities, tribal communities, and other communities typically underrepresented in 

public processes. Through its low-interest energy loans, Business and Residential Energy Tax 

Credits and pass-through program, rental and home oil weatherization programs, incentives for 

energy efficiency, improvements to building codes, and work with rural communities to develop 

renewable energy resources, ODOE programs provide considerable assistance to Environmental 

Justice communities.   

 

The energy loan program has financed a large number of multi-family weatherization and energy 

saving projects that support the development of affordable housing. The agency is currently 

working with the cities of Portland, Astoria, and Hood River and other statewide stakeholders to 

deliver energy efficiency improvements to a broader number of residents and small businesses. 

Energy improvements in homes and businesses often reduce the amount of moisture infiltration that 

can cause mold and other air quality problems.  

 

In 2010, the department will establish rules for certifying contractors that provide energy efficient 

applications to residential and commercial buildings.  These rules will qualify contractors to provide 

health and safety testing with the “whole-house” approach while upgrading a home’s efficiency.  

The health and safety of occupants is the leading priority in the approach of building energy 

performance. These tests will range from carbon monoxide testing to lead-based paint and mold 

issues. ODOE will also establish rules for providing energy performance standards and ratings for 

both residential and commercial units that will qualify a home’s energy and carbon emission 

impacts. 

 

Beginning in 2010, ODOE is also partnering with Oregon Housing and Community Services low-

income energy assistance and weatherization programs. ODOE was awarded an American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act State Energy Efficiency Appliance Rebate Program. ODOE 

expects to use the $3.6 million appliance rebate voucher program to replace 1,800 non-functioning 

and low-efficiency heating systems. 

 

The appliance rebate voucher program began January 1, 2010 and ends when all appliance vouchers 

have been distributed and redeemed. Oregon homeowners can go to their local Community Action 

Program (CAP) agency to get qualified for income and homeownership for the Energy Star 

appliance rebate voucher program. Qualified low-income homeowners may be eligible for the 

rebate voucher (used for 70 percent of the cost of the equipment up to $2,000) and installation costs. 

The remaining cost of the new heating equipment would be paid for by the CAP. There will be no 

out-of-pocket charges for the homeowner. CAPs will give priority service to qualifying 

homeowners with non-functioning heating equipment.  

 

Agency programs support technical assistance and funding for energy efficiency improvements in 

public buildings, including schools.  Actions include identifying and evaluating energy saving 

opportunities coupled with use of the Business Energy Tax Credit and Energy Loan programs to 



help implement the improvements. Government and business entities in economically depressed or 

disadvantaged areas have used our programs, which result in improved facilities for business, 

community meeting space or education. 

 

ODOE works quite closely with a number of Oregon’s Native American Tribes.  The agency has 

provided information, presentations, and technical assistance to numerous tribes on the development 

of renewable energy, such as wind, wave and geothermal; on proposed biomass facilities and forest 

biomass development; and on climate change and greenhouse gas emission issues.  In addition, we 

work closely at a national level with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, 

the Nez Perce Tribe, the Yakama Indian Nation, and seven other tribes from around the nation on 

nuclear weapons cleanup.  In 2009, ODOE staff was elected co-convener (co-chair) of this national 

group made up of state and tribal representatives that addresses nuclear waste issues.  

 

ODOE has worked to reduce carbon dioxide emissions along the Interstate-5 corridor, through the 

award of tax credits for programs that reduce truck idling (truck stop electrification), improve truck 

fuel efficiency (EPA retrofit kits) and help increase state agency use of biofuels.  More than 1,300 

trucks have been retrofitted to use new technology to reduce diesel engine emissions, which will 

especially benefit people living near truck stops.  

 

ODOE provides staff support for the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC), a seven 

member citizen board that decides whether large energy facilities may be built in Oregon and 

regulates their construction, operation, and decommissioning.  The siting of large energy facilities is 

based on objective and consistent state standards.  All EFSC meetings are open to the public, and 

the meetings are moved throughout the state, often with meetings held near where a proposed action 

is occurring.   

 

ODOE also relies on numerous citizen-based advisory boards, task forces, and committees to help 

develop policies, budget priorities, and regulations.  Some are mandated by statute, some in rules, 

and others are less formal.  Meetings involving these boards and committees are also open to the 

public and conducted throughout the state.  

 

The groups include: 

 

 Global Warming Commission  

 Renewable Energy Working Group  

 Solar Energy Working Group 

 Small-Scale Hydroelectric Working Group 

 Oregon Wind Working Group 

 Oregon Geothermal Working Group 

 Biomass Coordinating Group 

 Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board 

 Energy Loan Program Advisory Committee 

 State Home Oil Weatherization Advisory Committee 

 

 

 


