
 
MEETING SUMMARY 

CENTRAL OREGON REGIONAL SOLUTIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Date: January 26, 2016 

Meeting location:  City Hall, Prineville, Oregon 

Committee members present: 
Mike Hollern, Convener * 
Melanie Widmer, Madras Sanitary 
Becky Johnson, VP OSU Cascades 
Amy Tykeson, Tykeson and Associates * 
Betty Roppe, Prineville Mayor * 
George Endicott, Redmond Mayor 
Ken Mulenex, La Pine Mayor (via conference call) 
Benny Benson, Energyneering 
Roger Lee, Economic Development for Central Oregon 
Andrew Spreadborough, Exec Dir. Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council 
Mae Huston, Jefferson County Commissioner 
Fran Willis, Oregon Community Foundation * 
Lonny Macy, Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
Victor Chudowsky, Councilor, City of Bend 
Mike McCabe, Judge, Crook County 
 

*Denotes Executive Committee members 
 
Regional Solutions Team: 
Kelly Hill, Department of Environmental Quality 
Rob Hardie, Department of Transportation  
Scott Edelman, Department of Land Conservation and Development 
Damon Runberg, Employment Department 
Kyle Gorman, Water Resources Department 
Karki Patricia, Employment Department 
Thomas Schnell, Business Oregon 
Jill Miles, Business Oregon 
Scott Linfesty, State Building Codes 
Annette Liebe, Governor’s Office 
 
Guests (spellings may be incorrect): 
Rep. McLane (via conference call) 
Rep. Whisnant 
Rep. Huffmann 



 
Heather Ficht, East Cascades Workforce Investment Board 
Dana Martin, OSU Extension 
Steve Forrester, City of Prineville 
Phil Stenbeck, City of Prineville 
Darcy Bedortha, Heart of Oregon Crops 
Peggy Lynch, Oregon League of Women Voters (via conference call) 
Jamie Chrisman, Bend Chamber 
Tom Rowley, Economic Development for Central Oregon (EDCO) 
Caroline Erwin, EDCO 
Dan Varcoe, Rural Development Initiatives (RDI) 
Peggy Boone, RDI 
Jamie Wiseman, Fair Tax Oregon (via conference call) 
 
Governor’s priorities and 2016 agenda: 
Annette provided an overview of the one pager summarizing Governor Brown’s priorities.  
Committee members and legislators recognized that the Advisory Committee is not the venue 
for debating the priorities and that the debate will take place beginning with the February 
legislative session. 
 
Creative Economy Action Plan Update:   
Paul Nicholson, provided an update on his work to create the Action Plan.  He is developing an 
inventory of organizations and individuals involved in arts and culture.  Sources include Oregon 
Arts Commission, Oregon Cultural Trust, Film Oregon, Bend Gallery Association, various Central 
Oregon magazines.  Please review and let me know by Thursday of this week if you see any 
omission.  Inventory will include those in the Creative Economy as defined by Richard Florida’s 
book: “The Rise of the Creative Class.”  Next step will be to work with the Oregon Employment 
Department to obtain information on arts and cultural organizations and individuals.  Paul will 
be providing names and addresses of all organizations and individuals involved in the creative 
economy as currently identified.  This will provide a baseline for our work together. Paul has 
been in touch with Jasmine Helsey-Barnett, Administrator of the Arts and Cultural Alliance, 
about their survey to make sure we don’t duplicate work and lead to “survey fatigue.”  Paul 
expects to complete his work and present a draft set of recommended action items at the June 
Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
Panel discussion – Economic Impacts of Data Centers in Central Oregon: 
Please see meeting materials sent out with the agenda. 
Panel included city, county and state representatives.  One theme that emerged from the 
discussion is that the uncertainty in Oregon’s business climate is a barrier to continued 
attraction and expansion of data centers.  Uncertainty related to future tax obligations is a BIG 
deal to these companies.  Reasons why Central Oregon is seen as attractive are: a relatively 
skilled work force; abundant, cheap and renewable sources of power.  The committee 
questions the accuracy of the salary figures in the Employment Department hand out.  
Employment Department conceded that it was not possible to identify where each of the 



employees live (i.e. in Central Oregon or elsewhere) just that they do work associated with data 
centers in Central Oregon.  Most of the income does appear in the fourth quarter as employees 
receive bonuses at the end of the year. 
 
East Cascades Workforce Investment Board: 
Heather Ficht, the newly hired Executive Director for the East Cascades Workforce Investment 
Board, provided a brief update on the future plans for work force development in Central 
Oregon.  A main goal is to connect training provided with skills needed by local employers.  The 
Board will do this in part through “sector strategies.”  Sector strategies are private sector led 
initiatives that explore not only skill gaps, but other needs/opportunities related to targeted 
industry sectors.  There likely will be a role for the Regional Solutions Team to assist with issues 
that arise through the sector strategies work. 
 
OSU Cascades Update: 
Becky Johnson, VP OSU Cascades, provided an update on the OSU Cascades campus 
development.  Handout provided and posted. 
 
Team update: 

a. Warm Springs outreach meeting – Central Oregon RST (and our partners: Economic 
Development for Central Oregon and Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council) 
met with representatives from Warm Springs on Friday January 22nd.  Follow up is 
focused in these areas: funding for designing sewer infrastructure at the industrial 
park, downtown revitalization, remodel and energy efficiency upgrades, and 
KahNeeTa and workforce development related to unmanned aerial systems. 

b. State funding for Affordable Housing – Kim Travis provided a short update on the 
state of the state funds approved by the legislature in 2015 for affordable housing.  
The legislature approved $40 M for homeless or at risk families and $20 M for 
housing for people with mental illness.  Oregon Housing and Community Services is 
working closely with Department of Human Services in developing the funding 
approach for these funds.  The agency will be presenting their plan on the 
use/administration of these funds to the legislature in February; applications will be 
due this summer (tentatively June 2016). 
 

 
Opportunity for public comment: 
Peggy Lynch expressed her thanks for being able to participate via conference call. 
 
Committee agreed to the 2016 meeting schedule: 
                        April 14th (10:00 - noon) 
                        June 16th (10:00 - noon) 
                        August 11th (10:00 - noon) 
                        December 15th (10:00 - noon) 


