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Obstacles to Effective Practice Dependency and Quality Representation 

Identified by Multnomah County Practitioners 

Lack of Resources 

Although the caseloads have decreased somewhat (the average caseload is currently 90-100 still 
above the ABA recommended 60) the complexity of cases has increased: 

 Increase in sophistication of child welfare laws, court processes, and case requirements  
 Increased individual hearing requirements (specifically permanency hearings) due to 

recent case law 
 Parent and child performance standards that set a high bar for practice  
 Increase in the number of contested cases 
 Increase in the volume of unpaid and unaccounted for out-of-court work (specifically, 

meetings based on new case manager policies and protocols) 
 Parents with much higher needs (mental health, physical health, developmental 

disabilities, etc.) who require much more time to adequately aid and assist in cases\ 
 Discovery – slow and voluminous increasing document review time  

Statutory timelines are not being met/feel impossible to meet 

 Dockets are “backed up” for contested trials 
 Individual caseloads make scheduling a challenge  

Pressure and desire to do good work because these are “high stakes” cases that have huge 
impacts on the lives of children and parents  

Issues with certifying placements—specifically relative placements in a timely fashion 

There is a general lack of system coordination/consistency between circuits (e.g., Multnomah 
practice is very different than Washington and Clackamas)  

Communication gaps and coverages gaps between the work of the District Attorneys and the 
Department of Justice sometimes create challenges  

Crossover cases require unique management and special attention that takes additional time, 
coordination, and effort  

Cases that are both adult criminal and dependency also require special attention and 
consideration  

Licensing homes and certifying relative homes pose a unique challenge that takes additional time 
and resources  

Case workers not always sure who to call for legal advice, attorneys often not consulted on 
issues of importance  


