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CITY OF PORTLAND PRESENTS AT OSLAB MEETING 
 

Two City of Portland employees, Bill Ryan, Chief Engineer, Bureau of Environ-

mental Services and Steven Townsen, City Engineer, joined the Work Session of 

the Board convened on Friday, May 8, 2009 in Salem, Oregon. The City of Port-

land contacted the Board regarding a scope of practice issue as to who should or 

could stamp certain plans and were invited to present and discuss the issue with 

the Board. Townsen provided historical background on how the City has dealt 

with runoff waters. 

 
The city has a need to identify standard requirements for projects coming in front 

of the city. This includes an identification of the scope of practice. The Engineers 

shared that projects in Portland come under one of three different programs:  

  
 1) The City develops projects at a spot location.  

 2) A developer is required to fix a problem in order to move ahead with a  

                 Development. 

 3) A capitol project by the city is bid on by outside companies.  
 

A handout was distributed which presented the multiple ways the City of Portland 

is working with storm water runoff through “Green Streets”. The designs of four 

types of models were presented. A very interactive discussion occurred which 

confirmed that cross-pollination of registered professionals has lead to great end 

products in the City of Portland. The guests informed the Board that Portland is 

really at the cutting edge in the country for the development of Green Streets and 

that the City has both Landscape Architects and Engineers on paid staff. 

 
Currently Registered Landscape Architects (RLA) are stamping plans where curbs 

and roadways have been modified.  The City Engineer proposed to the Board that 

in the future the City would allow an RLA to stamp plans for work in the right-of-

way from the property boundary to the curb line but a Professional Engineer must 

stamp plans for curb and roadway modifications, if any, within the project.  The 

Board expressed approval of the proposal. 

 
The Board expressed appreciation to the City staff for the very enlightening pres-

entation. 
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Using the Acronym RLA versus ASLA 
 

From a regulatory perspective, RLA (Registered Landscape Architect) speaks of your legal right to practice landscape archi-

tecture in Oregon. As a registrant of the Oregon State Landscape Architect Board (OSLAB), you are encouraged to use the 

acronym RLA on your business card, on your letterhead, and with your name on the signature line. The RLA confirms to the 

public that you are registered to practice landscape architecture. 

 
On the other hand, the ASLA acronym identifies you as a dues paying member of a professional organization. Individuals that 

use this acronym may not have met the standards required for Oregon registration as a Landscape Architect and may not be 

registered with OSLAB.  But, even though the organization’s acronym contains the name Landscape Architect, membership is 

not predicated on meeting the state registration standard. These non-RLA members of ASLA, as part of the member organiza-

tion, use an acronym which could be confusing to the public. ORS 671.316 is the law behind the legal use of the words land-

scape architect and reads as follows: 

 

671.316 Registration requirement for practice of landscape architecture; registration as landscape architect in 

training; rules. (1) Except as provided in this section, unless an individual is registered as a landscape architect by 

the State Landscape Architect Board, the individual may not engage in the practice of landscape architecture. Unless 

an individual is registered as a landscape architect by the board, the individual may not use the title of “landscape 

architect,” “registered landscape architect” or “landscape architectural designer” or use other titles or any words, let-

ters, figures, signs, cards, advertisements, symbols or other devices to represent that the individual or a business asso-

ciated with the individual is authorized to practice landscape architecture. 

.COMPLIANCE CASES CLOSED 
 

Numerous compliance cases were closed at the February and May Board meetings. Many of those cases dealt with individuals 

advertising in the Yellow Pages under Landscape Architecture. If a business is listed under that category, it must have a Reg-

istered Landscape Architect on record. Information received directly from the Yellow Pages confirmed that they had made the 

decision about listing businesses under the Landscape Architect header. 

 
Most of those businesses in violation in the Yellow Pages were landscape contracting businesses that did not authorize the 

advertisement. The owners were aware of the practice of landscape architecture and the laws regulating landscape architec-

ture. 

 

The Board also closed numerous cases from Central Oregon. Four cases involved two separate individuals not registered with 

the Board but being presented as providing landscape architecture services. Thanks to the diligence of registrants who re-

ported the violations as required in the Code of Conduct, corrections have now been made so that misrepresenta-

tions about landscape architecture are removed. 

Volume V Issue II               OSLAB Review 

Question: Must I stamp a set of bid documents on a project for construction? 

 
ORS 671.379 requires that “A registered landscape architect shall stamp and sign all final drafts for 

professional documents that the landscape architect issues for obtaining permits, obtaining approvals by 

agencies other than the board or fulfilling contractual obligations, including maps, plans, designs, contract 

documents and reports.”   
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BOARD EXAMS ADMINISTERED; CHANGE TO APPLICATION REQUIREMENT FOR A, B, D 
 
The Oregon State Landscape Architect Board (OSLAB) administered the national CLARB (Council of Landscape Architect 

Registration Boards) examination on June 8 & 9, 2009, in Salem, Oregon. Public Members of the Board, Susan Wright of 

Portland and Bob Edwards of Keizer, served as proctors for the examination days. Thirteen candidates completed Section C, 

Site Design. Eighteen candidates completed Section E, Grading and Drainage. 

 

To be eligible to sit for these two sections of the LARE (Landscape Architect Registration Examination), candidates must 

have completed the degree requirement and must verify a minimum of one year of experience supervised by a Registered 

Landscape Architect. After passing Sections C and E (in addition to Sections A, B, and D, which are not administered by the 

Board) and verifying three years of supervised experience, these candidates are eligible to apply for registration as a Land-

scape Architect in Oregon. 

 
Although LARE Sections A, B, and D are not administered by OSLAB, candidates must be pre-approved by OSLAB to sit for 

these three sections. Effective July 1, CLARB will require that candidates be approved each time they sit for the on-line ex-

ams. Previously, the initial approval by OSLAB covered any subsequent sittings. If you work with examination candidates, 

please alert the candidates that he/she must identify themselves to OSLAB as a candidate to an upcoming Section A, B or D 

exam. If the candidate is not preapproved, access to the exam will be denied. 

REGISTRATION UPDATE 
     
The Board welcomes the following new Landscape Architects  and Landscape Architect Businesses as registrants of the 

Board since the last newsletter publication. 

 
Landscape Architect-In-Training                                                New Business Registrants   

Ankeney, Nicole   LAIT0025 04/23/2009 Matthew Long, RLA L319 03/23/2009 

Wrensch, Marina   LAIT0026 05/12/2009 Anderson Associates L320 03/26/2009 

        Brian Hanssen, LA  L321 04/10/2009 

Landscape Architects with Initial Registration in Oregon   Valerian-Seattle, LLC L322 04/10/2009 

Hale, Nathan   LA689  05/08/2009 Kurahashi & Assoc. Co. L323 05/21/2009 

Phipps, Robert   LA690  05/08/2009 Jurgen Hess  L324 05/28/2009 

        PBS Engineering & Env. L325 05/28/2009 

New Landscape Architects by Reciprocity    Office of Cheryl Barton L326 06/17/2009 

Hourian, John   LA688  03/20/2009 

 

BOARD APPROVES THREE REGISTRATION REINSTATEMENTS 
 

The current registration law allows renewal payments to be received within 30 days of the renewal date without a late fee. A 

$100.00 late fee is accessed if the renewal is received after 30 days. If the renewal is received after 60 days, the registrant must 

also appear before the Board for reinstatement of registration in addition to paying the late fee. 

 
Three individuals were reinstated following an appearance before the Board at the May 8, 2009 Board meeting. One registrant 

explained that the renewal was mailed to the Board but was evidently lost in the mail. He determined that he will use certified 

mail in the future to secure arrival of the payment. Another registrant indicated that the renewal had been shuffled about the 

office and must have become lost. The third registrant discovered after leaving the practice that she missed it. The Board 

agreed that upon submitting 48 hours of continuing education, the registration would be reinstated. 

 
It is up to each registrant to maintain current registration with the Board if they are practicing in Oregon. The Board issues re-

minder notices 6 weeks prior to the expiration date of the registration to the address on record. But if that notice is not received, 

it is the registrant’s responsibility to maintain current registration. 
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OSLAB Mission 

Statement 
 

To regulate the 

practice of landscape 

architecture in 

Oregon. 

 

 

Phone: 503-589-0093 

Fax: 503-485-2947 

E-mail: oslab.info@state.or.us 

 Oregon State Landscape Architect Board 

1193 Royvonne SE #19 

Salem, Oregon 97302 

   

          June 29 & 30, 2009 Office moving to new location 

         July 3, 2009  Fourth of July Holiday Observed (Office Closed) 

         August 14, 2009  OSLAB Quarterly Board Meeting, Salem, Oregon 

         Sept. 7, 2009  Labor Day (Office Closed) 

         Sept. 9, 2009  Deadline for LARE C & E Applications for Dec. exam 

         Sept. 10-12, 2009  CLARB National Meeting, Seattle, Washington  

  

 

 

OSLAB Calendar 

Of Events 

   

We’re on the Web  

www.oregon.gov/landarch  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OSLAB’s new address  

effective July 1, 2009: 

 

The Association Center 

707 13th Street SE, #261 

Salem, OR  97301 

 
Phone, Fax, and Email Re-

main the Same 

(503) 589-0093;  
Fax (503) 485-2947; 

oslab.info@state.or.us 

PRIOR EDITIONS OF NEWSLETTER 

 

All prior editions of the OSLAB newsletter are available for viewing at the 

OSLAB website.  Registrants are encouraged to review prior editions of the 

newsletter for important information regarding Continuing Education and 

other topics concerning the Board. Information about Continuing Education 

may be of help to you in completing your PDH Log or making other 

continuing education decisions. 
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