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W H A T  I S  D I R E C T  S U P E R V I S I O N ?  

 Board rules have long required that candidates for examination and registration 
obtain experience under the “direct supervision” of a landscape architect.   In several 
previous newsletters, the Board has requested feedback as to how supervision is pro-
vided in today’s business environment.  The Board also engaged its Administrative 
Rules Committee to help look at the issue.  After putting a lot of time and thought into 
this, the Board now proposes two new definitions to increase guidance and flexibility 
on this topic. 

  Proposal 
“Direct supervision” - supervision provided by a licensed or registered Landscape Archi-
tect to a candidate or applicant for either examination or registration, including a Land-
scape Architect-in-Training. The supervising Landscape Architect must provide over-
sight, inspection, control, and direction regarding the services and work being per-
formed by the candidate or applicant. This means the supervisor must:  
(a) be located in close proximity to or be readily accessible to the candidate or appli-
cant; 
(b) be in frequent communication with the candidate or applicant; 
(c) ensure communications with the candidate or applicant are responsive and include 
face-to-face, e-mail, telephone, internet and other similar forms of direct communica-
tion; and             Continued on page 2. 
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 Attention candidates and those guiding up and coming practitioners!  The Board 
proposes to modernize the process for application to sit for the national exam, the 
Landscape Architectural Registration Examination (LARE).  Specific changes proposed 
include:  
(1) removing the requirement for one year of work experience to sit for exam sections,  
(2) streamlining the exam application process by allowing candidates to apply once for 
approval to sit for all examination sections,  
(3) giving candidates an option to reapply if all sections are not completed in 5 years 
with an explanation of preparation undertaken to facilitate completion of the examina-
tion, and  
(4) changing to a flat $100 application fee instead of a $50 fee for each section 3 and 
4 and generally no longer requiring applications for exam retakes. 
 
 The text of proposed rule changes and details about the rulemaking process can be 
found at http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx.  The Board would like 
registrant and candidate input on these definitions.  Comments are being accepted 
through October 24, 2014.   

M O D E R N I Z I N G  T H E  E X A M  P R O C E S S  
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Continued from page 1 
(d) take responsibility for the services or 
work done by the candidate or applicant 
including but not limited to sealing and 
signing documents when required.   
 
The primary goals of direct supervision are 
to assure that the candidate or applicant 
understands and is performing services 
and work within the professional standard 
of practice and to ensure that public 
health, safety, and welfare are protected. 
 
“Year” = for purposes of qualifying work 
experience for examination or registration, 
a year is calculated as one calendar year 
for full-time work (i.e., 40 hours per week 
on average) with part-time work prorated 
(i.e., a year of experience takes two calen-
dar years to acquire at 20 hours per week 
on average) or the equivalent of 2,000 to-
tal hours worked. 
 
 The Board would like registrant and 
candidate input on these definitions.  Com-
ments are being accepted through October 
24, 2014.  See http://www.oregon.gov/
landarch/Pages/index.aspx for details on 
the rulemaking process.  
 
See also housekeeping changes proposed 
for  additional rules & posted at same site. 

 Board Chair Ray and staff recently attended the annu-
al meeting of the Council of Landscape Architectural Reg-
istration Boards (CLARB) in Reston, VA.  OSLAB was one 
of 39 state boards and 2 Canadian province boards in at-
tendance.  Representatives of several affiliated organiza-
tions also participated.  This made the meeting a great 
place to exchange information with others engaged in the 
regulation of landscape architecture and to hear from or-
ganizations working to promote the landscape architec-
ture profession.   
 
 Much information was obtained on various regulatory 
practices and potential drivers of change in landscape 
architecture education and licensure.  CLARB also provid-
ed up-to-date information on the Landscape Architecture 
Registration Exam (LARE) and how others around the 
globe continue to be interested in the LARE as a possible 
global standard for practice.  The full Board will be briefed 
on the CLARB annual meeting outcomes at the November 
13 quarterly meeting. 
 
Photo above:  Reston Town Center is an award-winning, in-
ternationally recognized urban planned community.  Photo 
below:  Staff (Marilou & Christine) visited the National Mall 
after the meeting. 

Question:  Can YOU impact the regulation of landscape architecture in OR? 

Closed Cases  Issue  Status 

14-02-002 Use of Title Settlement/Penalty 

Pending Cases Issue  Status 

14-04-003 Unlicensed Practice Open 

14-08-004 Unlicensed Practice Open 

 

Complaint form available at:  http://www.oregon.gov/

landarch/Pages/Complaints.aspx 

C L A R B  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  
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The following registrants recently passed continuing education audits: 

Denny, Cynthia LA594   02/28/2014 

Lee, John F.  LA055   01/31/2014 

Royer, Linda  LA083   01/31/2014 

Walsh, James  LA036   01/31/2014 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  U P D A T E  

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  U P D A T E  

OSLAB Wants To 

Hear From YOU! 

▪ Feedback 

about this 

newsletter?  

▪ Ideas for the 

next edition?  

▪ Questions?  

CONTACT THE 

BOARD OFFICE! 
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Board 2014 

Calendar 

▪ February  13 

▪ May 8 

▪ August 14 

▪ November 13 

Location: 

Board Office 

Building  

The Board welcomes the following new Landscape Architects and businesses 
as registrants of the Board since the last newsletter publication.  
  

New Landscape Architects  
Whiting, Cory  LA832  07/20/2014 UT 
Schanche, Lori  LA833  08/11/2014 WA 
Jones, Mary  LA835  08/11/2014 TX 
Holmes, Ben  LA834  08/14/2014 OR 
Kohli, Todd  LA836  08/25/2014 CA 
Sabbatini, Robert LA837  08/25/2014 CA 
McWain, Alan  LA838  09/03/2014 WA 
Sobina, David  LA839  09/03/2014 PA 
Riley, Curtis  LA840  09/10/2014 WA 
Krumwiede, Richard LA841  09/15/2014 CA 
Belloli, Leigh  LA842  09/22/2014 CA 

New Business Registrants 
In-Site Design LLC  L424  08/15/2014 UT   Cory Whiting, RLA832 

Delinquent  Registrations   
Peterson, Scott LA669  05/31/2014 Lake Arrowhead, CA 
Turcotte, Lamont LA666  05/31/2014 Inman, KS 

Inactive Registrants 
Sahlstrom, James LA492  11/30/2014 Salem, OR 
Sterling, Wayne LA807  08/31/2014 Littleton, CO 

Reinstatements to Active 
Hathaway, Gary LA267  10/31/2014 Medford, OR  
Canfield, Laura LA714  06/30/2015 Portland, OR  
  

Key to OSLAB Terminology 

Delinquent = failed to renew  w/in 60 days of renewal date, reinstatement subject to 
Board approval 

Inactive = while in good standing requested status change, agreed to not practice or 
use title , can request a return to active status within 5 year window.   

Emeritus Inactive = form of inactive status for registrants w/25+ years experience and 
at least 10 years of registration in Oregon, agreed to not practice but can use title, can 
request a return to active status within 5 year window 

Active = in good standing with the Board and able to practice and use title 

Answer:  YES! Let the Board hear from you! Send comments, attend meetings! FALL 2014 
Page 3 
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 At its last two quarterly meetings, OSLAB members and staff discussed vari-
ous issues associated with the Landscape Architect-in-Training (LAIT) registra-
tion.  The LAIT registration is optional and is made available to candidates who 
have passed two or more sections of the Landscape Architect Registration Exam 
(LARE).  The topic arose initially in relation to proposed housekeeping changes to 
the LAIT rule; see  http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx for more 
information on those changes.  But the conversation moved beyond the rule to the 
broader question of the value of the LAIT registration.  The Board looked at histori-
cal registrant data and found that the LAIT registration has never been very popu-
lar with candidates.  This led the Board to ask is the LAIT registration worth offer-
ing?  The answer to that question ultimately hinges on whether the LAIT registra-
tion provides sufficient value to candidates, landscape architecture firms who em-
ploy candidates, and the Board.   

 The Board is not mandated by law to offer the LAIT registration.  Statute mere-
ly authorizes the Board to offer it; see ORS 671.316(3).  The Board has viewed the 
LAIT registration as having value, as evidenced by the long period over which the 
LAIT registration has been offered.  The LAIT rule establishing the registration was 
first adopted in 1982.  Prior to 2005, the LAIT registration was mandatory but 
proved difficult to enforce and was switched to the voluntary registration that it 
remains today. 

 The Board identified the following values of the LAIT registration: (a) the indi-
vidual can use an official title without violating state law, (b) the individual, as a 
Board registrant, receives Board newsletters and notices to learn about regula-
tion of the profession, (3) the individual can demonstrate commitment to pursuit 
of individual registration via this interim step, and (4) the individual must work 
under the direct supervision of a RLA thereby gaining qualifying work experience 
for registration.  The Board also noted the low cost at $50 per year. 

 Despite the values identified above, registration data shows that candidates 
and employers must not be convinced of the LAIT registration value.  In other 
fields, similar entry registration types are rewarded by employers through payroll 
or other incentives.  We hear from candidates that such incentives do not exist for 
the LAIT registration.  The Board wants to hear from leaders of landscape archi-
tecture firms and candidates about their views on the value of the LAIT registra-
tion.  Such input will assist the Board in evaluating whether to maintain, redesign 
or toss out the LAIT registration.  Please send comments to the Board c/o 
oslab.info@state.or.us. 

Question#2:  How many registrants does OSLAB have at this time? 

http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx�
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Answer#2:   491 individuals & 189 firms as of  10/1/14. FALL 2014 
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 In 2012, the Board solicited registrant input about interest in an online payment 
option.  Registrant interest as expressed to the Board at that time was low.  This lack-
luster demand from registrants convinced the Board that the upgrade was not yet 
needed.  Since accepting online payments increases costs (i.e., credit card and bank 
fees), the Board waited to see how registrant demand would change in the coming 
years.   

 Fast forward to today, and Board staff receive many registrant requests to make 
online payments and to renew registrations online.  Such services are now more com-
mon place with Oregon licensing boards and landscape architect licensing boards in 
other states.  This has convinced the Board to pursue website upgrades to allow online 
renewal and other online payments.  Staff will be working with the primary e-commerce 
contractor for the State of Oregon, NIC-USA, to implement this project.   

 At this time, the Board anticipates these online services will be provided on a vol-
untary basis beginning sometime in early 2015.  Project updates will be provided via 
newsletter or other special notices issued by the Board over the next four to six 
months.    

 The Board and staff hopes registrants are as excited about this pending upgrade in 
online services as we are! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

10/07/14   Section 1/2 Exam Applic. Due 

10/22/14  Section 3/4 Exam Applic. Due 

11/13/14  OSLAB Meeting, Assoc. Center 

12/01—14/14 LARE administered 

 
For the rest of 2014, the Board office will be 
closed on:  Veterans Day, Thanksgiving & the 
following day, and Christmas Day.   
 
Staff recommends calling ahead on any day 
you’d like to stop by to ensure their availability 
to meet with you. 



707 13th Street SE, Suite 114 

Salem, OR 97301 

Phone: 503-589-0093 

Fax: 503-485-2947 

E-mail:  oslab.info@state.or.us 

   

 

 

                    Mailing Address 

O R E G O N  S T A T E  
L A N D S C A P E  
A R C H I T E C T  B O A R D  

 The Oregon Landscape Contractors Board (LCB) has 
shared with OSLAB its interest in seeing state statute ex-
panded and clarified to allow its registrants to provide irriga-
tion system design services without having to also install the 
systems designed.  The LCB has suggested a possible change 
to one of its authorizing statutes, ORS 671.520(c). If ap-
proved, the statute would be amended to read: “Plan, install 
or repair, ornamental water features, drainage systems or irri-
gations systems.”  The statute currently says LCB registrants 
can “Construct or repair ornamental water features, drainage 
systems or irrigation systems. “  The Oregon Legislature 
would have to approve any change to the statute. 

 OSLAB anticipates on‐going discussions with LCB about 
this issue and would benefit from registrant input. Are Regis-
tered Landscape Architects (RLAs) concerned about this pro-
posal?  If so, why specifically?  How many RLAs perform irri-
gation system design? Are there RLAs for whom irrigation 
system design constitutes a significant portion of their prac-
tice?  Do you believe there are currently acceptable profes-
sional standards or certification measures in place for irriga-
tion design that ensure protection of health, safety, and wel-
fare?  Given the current distribution of RLAs in Oregon (see 
chart), how can irrigation design best be provided in all areas 
of Oregon? 

Pleas send comments to oslab.info@state.or.us! 

I R R I G A T I O N  D E S I G N  

We’re on the web at:  http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  
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