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W H A T  I S  T H E  V A L U E  O F  L I C E N S U R E ?  

  A debate over deregula-
tion of landscape architec-
ture continues to brew in 
the Michigan legislature.  
You may have heard about 
this through the American 
Society of Landscape Archi-
tects (ASLA) or other ave-
nues.   OSLAB has not en-
gaged in Michigan’s debate 
nor does it intend to do so.  
However, there are often 
lessons to be learned in 
such debates so OSLAB will 
keep a watchful eye on 
Michigan.   
 
 In the meantime, we 
thought OSLAB registrants 
might be interested in the 
arguments for regulation 
that have been put forth by 
the Michigan ASLA.  Think 
about whether you agree 
with these arguments for 
maintaining regulation: 
 
 Landscape architects 
need licensure to compete 
and collaborate with other 
design professions, such as 
architects and civil engi-
neers.  Licensure levels the 
playing field by eliminating 

a possible competitive dis-
advantage. 
 
 Without licensure, land-
scape architects will not 
be able to effectively com-
pete for projects either in 
state or in neighboring 
states.  
 
 Landscape architects 
would not qualify for many 
federal projects because 
of the common federal re-
quirement of being a li-
censed landscape archi-
tect. 
 
 The practice of land-
scape architecture directly 
impacts public health, 
safety, and welfare, and a 
license is the strongest 
form of regulation to en-
sure that the public is ade-
quately protected. 
 
 Licensing is the model 
best suited to integrate 
with design and construc-
tion regulations which of-
ten require a licensed de-
sign professional and a 
professional’s stamp. 

Landscape architects current-
ly fully participate in this sys-
tem. 
 
 Licensure for landscape ar-
chitects does not create a bar-
rier to entry for individuals de-
siring to work in the landscape 
trades (e.g., landscape con-
tracting, gardening, landscape 
design and landscape nursery 
work.) 
 
 Projects such as public 
parks, streetscapes and other 
public places” require design 
by licensed professionals for 
the protection of health safety 
and welfare.  Landscape archi-
tects possess the skills neces-
sary to design, stamp and over-
see projects in the public 
realm.  This is based on educa-
tion, experience and passing a 
strong national examination. 
 
 Many design projects re-
quire a license for a design 
professional to lead the devel-
opment. Without a license, 
landscape architects will no 
longer be able to lead projects.  
 
….Continued on page 4 
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CLARB Certification.  

So, an individual can 

have a Council Record 

and not be CLARB Cer-

tified.  But an individu-

al must have a Council 

Record to be CLARB 

Certified. 

 

OSLAB does not require 

applicants for standard 

or reciprocity registra-

tion to use the Council 

Record.  OSLAB will 

accept a Council Rec-

ord as part of the appli-

cation where an individ-

ual wants to use one.  

 

Some state boards re-

quire the Council Rec-

ord, and still others 

require CLARB Certifi-

cation for reciprocity.  

OSLAB has not taken 

this route. 

 

 

C L A R B  C E R T I F I E D  &  C O U N C I L  R E C O R D S  

  C O M P L I A N C E  U P D A T E  

OSLAB MISSION:  

To regulate the 

practice of 

landscape 

architecture in 

Oregon. 
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is that OSLAB’s standards 

for registration by reci-

procity are set in rule and 

per statute must be sub-

stantially equivalent to 

those set for a standard 

registration.   CLARB Certi-

fication is not a guarantee 

that you will be granted 

registration by OSLAB.  

However, if you’ve met 

CLARB certification stand-

ards, chances are good 

that you have the exam, 

education, and experience 

to meet OSLAB’s stand-

ards. 

 

CLARB Council Record 

The Council Record is a 

CLARB-verified history of 

an individual’s education, 

work experience, examina-

tion scores, licensure his-

tory, and professional ref-

erences.  CLARB requires a 

Council Record of all exam 

candidates and to apply for 

CLARB Certification 

Council of Landscape Ar-

chitectural Registration 

Board (CLARB) Certifica-

tion is an endorsement 

granted by the licensure 

examination provider.    

CLARB Certification signi-

fies that an individual has  

met professional stand-

ards established by 

CLARB .  It carries CLARB’s 

recommendation that 

state licensure be granted 

without further review.  The 

concept behind CLARB 

Certification is that it will 

facilitate mobility by expe-

diting the reciprocal licen-

sure process. 

 

Prospective registrants are 

sometimes unclear about 

how or if CLARB Certifica-

tion relates to OSLAB’s 

consideration of applica-

tions for registration by 

reciprocity.  The short story 

It’s a new year.  Perhaps 2014 

will be a time for new begin-

nings or other changes for you.  

If so, don’t forget to notify the 

Board office of : 

 New or modified contact 

information (e.g., mailing 

address, email address, 

work address) 

 Change in landscape archi-

tect in charge at business 

 New business opened 

 Closed business  

 

Updates can be sent to 

oslab.info@state.or.us.  

 

There is nothing permanent 
except change.  -  Heraclitus 

Question:  When did OSLAB start regulating practice in addition to title use? 

Closed Cases  Issue  Status 

12-04-008 Negligence in practice Letter of Concern 

Pending Cases Issue  Status 

None at this time. 

C O M M U N I C A T E  
C H A N G E S   

mailto:oslab.info@state.or.us�


The Board welcomes the following new Landscape Architects and Landscape Architect busi-
nesses as registrants of the Board since the last newsletter publication through 1/28/14.
  
New Landscape Architects with Initial Registration in Oregon 
 **Pending action at 02/20/14 Board Meeting** 
 
New Landscape Architects by Reciprocity 
Swift, Barbara LA814 12/10/2013 WA 
Jones, Natira LA815 01/28/2014 CA 
Kuehl, Sarah LA816 01/28/2014 CA 
 
New Business Registrants 
BioHabitats, Inc. L419 01/17/2014 Portland, OR    Crystal Grinnell, RLA664 

 
Other Registration Changes 

The following individuals have delinquent (more than 60 days late)  registration:  
Dodson, David LA258 11/30/2013 Corvallis, OR 
Hamm, Michael LA321 11/30/2013 Seattle, WA 
Hathaway, Gary LA267 10/31/2013 Medford, OR  
Ridge, James LA723 11/30/2013 Irvine, CA 
Schwartzler, Kate LA566 11/30/2013 Carbondale, CO 
 
Delinquent reinstated at the 11/08/2013 Board meeting: 
Sacamano, David LA427 05/31/2013 WA 
 
Inactive Registrants: 
Brandt, Chris LA472 11/30/2013 Carbondale, CO 
Shipton, James LA471 11/30/2013 Littleton, CO  
Lindley, Lloyd LA185 01/09/2014 Portland, OR Emeritus 
Nelson, John LA072 01/16/2014 Portland, OR  Emeritus 
 

Key to OSLAB Terminology 

Delinquent = failed to renew  within 60 days of renewal date, reinstatement must be requested and 
approved by the Board 

Inactive = while in good standing requested status change and agreed to not practice or use title but 
with ability to request a return to active status  within 5 year window 

Emeritus Inactive = form of inactive status for  registrants w/25+ years experience and at least 10 
years of registration in Oregon, agreed to not practice but can use title, also with ability to request a 
return to active status within 5 year window 

Active = in good  standing with the Board and able to practice and use itle 

The Board will act on the next round of audits at the 02/20/14 quarterly meeting.   
See the Fall 2013 newsletter for audits addressed at the 11/08/13 meeting.  

R E G I S T R A T I O N  U P D A T E  

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  U P D A T E  

OSLAB Wants To 

Hear From YOU! 

▪ Feedback 

about this 

newsletter?  

▪ Ideas for the 

next edition?  

▪ Questions?  

CONTACT THE 

BOARD OFFICE! 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

Board 2014 

Calendar 

▪ February  20 

▪ May 8 

▪ August 14 

▪ November 13 

Location: 

Board Office 

Building 

(unless  

otherwise   

announced) 

Answer:  ...after legislation on practice became effective in 2001. WINTER 2014 
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707 13th Street SE, Suite 114 

Salem, OR 97301 

Phone: 503-589-0093 

Fax: 503-485-2947 

E-mail:  oslab.info@state.or.us 

   

 

 

                    Mailing Address 

O R E G O N  S T A T E  
L A N D S C A P E  
A R C H I T E C T  B O A R D  

 
 Landscape architecture has been recognized as a 
distinct design profession for over a century.  
 
 Graduates from landscape architecture programs 
would need to seek work in other states upon earning 
their university degrees.  
 
The full piece from Michigan ASLA is available at its 
website.  See MiASLA Legislative Talking Points,  
2/27/13, The Arguments Against De-Regulation of 
Landscape Architects posted at: 
http://michiganasla.org. 
 
To share comments with OLSAB, send to: 
oslab.info@state.or.us.   
 
OSLAB registrants might want to ask themselves what 
value has licensure provided here in Oregon.  Are you 
prepared to clearly articulate this value to others 
when asked or when the opportunity arises?   

W H A T  I S  T H E  V A L U E  O F  
L I C E N S U R E ?   

. . . C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1  

We’re on the web at:  http://www.oregon.gov/landarch/Pages/index.aspx 

O S L A B  N E W S  &  R E V I E W  

E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R  

2/03/14 OR Legislature Convened for 

 “Interim”/Short session 

2/20/14 OSLAB Quarterly Mtg. 

3/15/14 OR ASLA Symposium/Design 

 Charrette 

4/03/14 OSLAB Work Session 

3/31/14 - LARE Administered 
4/12/14 
 

WINTER 2014 
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