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Summary of Oregon Health Authority’s Initiative on Older Adult Behavioral Health 
This initiative is designed to help older (age 64 or more) and disabled Oregonians to live healthy satisfying lives in the community of their choice.  The initiative relies on Behavioral Health Specialists located throughout the state to assist in achieving its goals for Better Health, Better Care, and Lower Costs for this population.


Behavioral Health Specialists
Behavioral Health Specialists will be responsible for guiding the initiative to help individuals and systems to accommodate the needs of the older and disabled population. Specialists will have skills and expertise in mental health and aging, knowledge of the community and service system, community development skills, and creativity to work with the following areas:

Prevention and Health Promotion

· Promote access to information and knowledge relating to older adults and people with disabilities as well as how to provide services that meet the needs and are provided in a sensitive way.
· Coordinate leaders, higher education, service delivery programs, primary care and other pertinent participants in conference calls or webinars for standardizing both within each community and across the State.
· Actively implement a plan to eliminate system barriers for older adults and people with disabilities as they successfully integrate into their own communities.
· Promote evidence-based prevention, screening and treatment approaches specific to high need special populations.
· Continue to identify gaps in service provision, work with State level coordinator to develop and promote training and information at the local level that includes APD, AAA’s, ADRC’s, primary care, hospitals, AMH, caregivers and family members.


Assist in Coordinating Urgent Placement Services

· Should have a thorough knowledge and understanding of placements and how to assist case managers in urgent admission processes including OSH, acute in-patient, Nursing facilities and all levels of community placement.  Focusing on keeping people close to family and community whenever possible.
· Maintain current database on resources for placements for families, and facilities including community, long-term care, and acute care as well.




Coordination

· Provide coordination and collaboration between systems (APD, MH, consumer groups, advocates, health and medical care and other community services) in order to promote healthy living.
· Provide a response to individuals with urgent/acute needs by utilizing the appropriate resources to assist case managers and mental health staff in managing the need.
· Assist with transitions and discharges from LTC as well as diversion and/or discharge from jails and hospitals as needed.
· Coordinate ongoing development for joint service delivery between APD and AMH.
· Develop and maintain ongoing working relationships between local, regional and state agencies as well as advocates, consumers, and their family members in order to provide the full range of appropriate services for each individual.

Planning

· Work with interdisciplinary team, consumers and advocates to develop and provide best practices for older adults and people with disabilities living in the community.
· Assess community needs in order to identify needs as well as eliminate barriers.
· Maintain high priority partnerships with agencies, health care providers and service providers that work with older adults and people with disabilities.
· Maintain and monitor access and referral to existing services in each community.
· Assure services are available, provided with dignity and responsive to unique needs.

Education

· Provide information as needed to families, primary care providers, and local communities regarding local regional and state wide services.
· Create reporting elements specific to the coordination of services.
· Document data based on identified outcome elements.
· Train and inform local community partners in the use of identified peer support programs, Mental Health First Aid and other specific evidence based practices.
 


Lane County Older Adult Behavioral Health Initiative Contacts:

Kay McDonald, MA
Kay.Mcdonald@co.lane.or.us
Office:  541-687-4383          Cell:  541-285-2954

Lucy Zammarelli, MA, CADC3
Lucy.Zammarelli@co.lane.or.us
Office: 541-687-4375           Cell: 541-520-4702
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