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Background

Social determinants of health have a significant
impact on the health of individuals and
communities. Many of those social conditions can
be traced to laws that are unfairly applied or under-
enforced, often leading to health-harming legal
needs that cannot be treated effectively without
legal care. In partnership with Health Share of
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Connection between Legal Issues and Health

Benefits Unit: Appeal
denials of food stamps,
health insurance, cash
benefits, and disability
benefits

Income

Housing Unit: Secure
housing subsidies;
Improve substandard
conditions; Prevent
eviction; Protect against
utility shut-off

utilities

Education & Employ-
ment Units: Secure
specialized education
JOB— services; Prevent and
:O remedy employment
» discrimination and en-
force workplace rights

1. Increasing someone’s income means s/he
makes fewer trade-offs between affording
food and health care, incduding medications.?

2. Being able to afford enough healthy food helps
people manage chronic diseases and helps
children grow and develop.*®

1. A stable, decent, affordable home helps
individuals avoid costly emergency room visits
related to homelessness.®”

2. Consistent housing, heat and electricity helps
people follow their medical treatment plans.?

1. A quality education is the single greatest
predictor of a person’s adult health.?

2. Consistent employment helps provide money
for food and safe housing, which also helps
avoid costly emergency health care services.’®

3. Health insurance is often linked to employ-
ment.!

The Need for Medical-Legal Partnhership

legal care to be healthy

Research shows that 1 in 6 people need

» Translates to nearly 50 million Americans who need

some sort of legal care to be healthy!

Study of pediatric patient needs found:

» 94% of patients had one or more legal problem
» 70% did not identify that their issues were legal issues

Superutilizers of health care services have

great needs for housing, coordinated care
and public benefits to ensure stability and

Improve primary care utilization.

» 5% of the population that accounts for 50% of health

care costs

Legal Needs Study

Oregon, The Medical-Legal Partnership of Oregon
Is working to integrate legal
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costly emergency health care services.*

2. Stable family relationships significantly reduce
stress and allow for better decision-making,
including decisions related to health care.’®

of Health

O Number of concerns identified per subject

domestic violence; Se-
cure adoption, custody
and guardianship for
children

Lack of Immigration
Transportation Status
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Medical-Legal Partnerships in Oregon

= No medical-legal partnerships currently
operate in Oregon

Insufficient Limited
Household Access to
Income Health Care

, _ _ Breaking Down Silos: Integrating Care
What is a Medical-Legal Partnership? .

Prevailing Model MLP Model

Planning for the first medical-legal
partnership in Oregon began in 2014

» Established advisory board comprised of 17 members

= A patient care model that aims to improve the
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health problems

as part of care
Healthcare, social work, and legal
teams work together to address legal
needs, improve health and change /
systems

*  Advocacy skills are prioritized as part
of the standard of care

address
Healthcare team refers patients to
social worker/case manager for limited
assistance

* Advocacy skills are valued, taught and
deployed inconsistently

* |nvolves individual patient legal interventions as
well as policy interventions aimed at improving
population health
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