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Children’s System Advisory Committee (CSAC) is an advisory committee to the Office of 

Addictions & Mental Health Division, Oregon Health Authority and will focus on mental health 

(including suicide, substance abuse, violence, and bullying) issues for children, youth, and young 

adults and their family members.  CSAC will provide oversight and input to increase the 

availability and quality of individualized, intensive, and culturally competent home and 

community based services so the needs of children and youth are met in the most natural 

environment possible. The goals is to minimize the use of out-of-home and institutional care. 

 

CSAC responsibilities include the following: 

a. Advise Addictions & Mental Health Division (AMH) through information, reports, on 

policy and planning issues affecting children, youth, and young adults with behavioral 

health needs on a regular basis or as requested; 

b. Facilitate collaboration, planning, and system oversight for an effective children’s system of 

care; 

c. Promote linkages between AMH and Mental Health Organizations (MHO), Coordinated Care 

Organizations (CCOs), Local Mental Health Authorities (LMHA) and provider organizations 

and  

d. Ensure that policies and practices in the children’s system of care reflect the System of Care 

(SOC) principles.  Systems of care are:  

 Family driven and youth guided, with the strengths and needs of the child and family 

determining the types and mix of services and supports provided  

 Community based, with the locus of services as well as system management resting 

within a supportive, adaptive infrastructure of structures, processes, and relationships 

at the community level  

 Culturally and linguistically competent, with agencies, programs, and services that 

reflect the cultural, racial, ethnic, and linguistic differences of the populations they 

serve to facilitate access to and utilization of appropriate services and supports  

 

 

Membership 

 

a. The Children’s System Advisory Committee shall be composed of members appointed by 

AMH.   

b. When appointing members, the Administrator shall give consideration to geographic and 

cultural/ethnic representation and seek members who represent the varied interests of 

stakeholders in the children’s system of care. 51% of the members shall be family 

members, family/youth/children advocates and young adults.  The membership shall be 

as described below: 

 12 family members (including foster and adoptive parents) of children and youth with 

mental health challenges or needs; 

 4 young adults who are or have been a consumer of children’s mental health services; 



 4 advocates/natural supports/community partners for mental health services for 

children and adolescents, including the Director’s of Oregon Family Support Network 

and Oregon Youth MOVE; 

 1 representative of mental health organizations (until June 30/2013); 

 2 CCO representatives (1 rural and 1 urban); 

 1 representative of community mental health programs; 

 1 representative of early childhood system; 

 1 representative of residential treatment facilities; 

 1 representative of day treatment facilities; 

 2 at large representatives (one family member and one professional); 

 1 representative each from; 

o Oregon Youth Authority 

o Community Juvenile Justice 

o Child Welfare 

o DHS Service Delivery Area 

o Oregon Department of Education 

o Local Education 

 2 ex-officio members who are staff of AMH 

c. Members of the Committee shall be responsible to disseminate     information from 

Committee meetings to the constituents they represent. 

d. Members will serve a three (3) year term with the ability to serve two (2) continuing 

terms. 

e. Three unexcused absence without explanation will constitute a resignation from CSAC. 

f. Family members and young adults will be reimbursed for mileage, child-care, and 

approved overnight lodging and meals for CSAC or sub-committee meetings, according 

to OHA guidelines. 

g. All members receive a handbook. 

 

Meetings – are usually the fourth (4) Friday of each month – if there is a holiday, the meeting 

will be moved to the third (3) Friday – usually doesn’t meet in August – meeting times are 9:15 

am – 12:30 pm – within meetings issues pertaining to the Statewide Children’s Wraparound 

Initiative are discussed. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Frances Purdy, 503.945-5783 or e-mail 

frances.s.purdy@state.or.us  

mailto:frances.s.purdy@state.or.us

