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• Last Winter
• Drought status
• El Niño + the Big Picture
• Winter Outlook 
• Be “Weather Ready”



– Temperature:  
50% chance of above average  

– Precipitation:  
30-40% chance of below average

– Snowpack:  
Likely below average





One year ago...

Drought Monitor

drought.gov





https://youtu.be/9yZiYtoezlY
https://youtu.be/9yZiYtoezlY


What’s around the corner  
this Winter?

Seasonal Precipitation
Seasonal Temperatures

Mountain Snowpack
Low-elevation Snow

Flood Potential



Precipitation Temperature



Precipitation Temperature

DECEMBER
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Seasonal above-average temperatures likely will 
lead to below-average mountain snowpack.





Willamette Valley

Cascades



Precipitation Temperature

FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL



NCEI El Niño page

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-
references/dyk/elnino-2015-2016

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-references/dyk/elnino-2015-2016


Average of Strong El Niño 
cases near average for 
Coastal climate division and 
above-average for 
Willamette Valley



Strong El Niño winter snowfall totals in Portland:
1957-58 Trace
1965-66 0.6”
1972-73 6.5”
1982-83 Trace
1992-93 14.1” (Dec 4.6”, Jan 2.9”, Feb 6.6”)
1998-99 2.0”

Zero snow more often during El Niño than 
ENSO-Neutral or La Niña



Major flooding is unlikely. Historically, widespread 
and high-impact flooding occurs most often during 

La Niña conditions.

1982-83 was the only strong El Niño case that had 
significant flooding.



Temperatures
Precipitation

Mountain Snowpack
Low-elevation Snow

Flooding





Some NWS resources 
to help you 

stay informed 
this winter





• NWSChat –
www.nwschat.weather.gov

– Register as a partner

– Instant Messaging With 
Forecasters on Duty

– Efficient information 
exchange
• All in Chat Room see the 

information

• nwschat.weather.gov/live



• Watches/Warnings/Advisories

• Text message and/or email

• Tailor to your needs
– Area of concern
– Event messages

• Best of all—It’s Free!

• Register and/or login at:
inws.wrh.noaa.gov/user/register



• Public posts of local weather / 
conditions / impacts

• Interactive forum

– Photos and Video

– Exchange Information

• Situational Awareness



• www.nwrfc.noaa.gov

• Climate.gov

• www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov



mobile.weather.gov

• Simplified view for 
mobile device browsers

• Bookmark locations of 
interest

• Radar, satellite, river 
data, and more...



NWS Portland
Andy Bryant

Andy.Bryant@noaa.gov

Tyree Wilde
Tyree.Wilde@noaa.gov

24/7/365 phone: 
503-326-2356 

(unlisted)


