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ITEM 

Welcome and consent agenda 
Committee members present: Steve Gordon (Chair), Manny Berman (Phone), Janet O'Hollaren (Phone), Ken House, 
Maggie Bennington-Davis, Jeff Luck, Doug Koekkoek (Phone) 

OHA staff: Sarah Bartelmann, Lisa Bui, Jon Collins, Milena Malone, Kian Messkoub, Pamela Naylor 

Guests: Helen Bellanca, Associate Medical Director of Health Share of Oregon, David Labby, Health Strategy Advisor 
at Health Share of Oregon, and Erin Deahn, Healthy Families Oregon Statewide Coordinator, Early Learning Division.  

Partners: Elyssa Tran (Apprise) 

Chair Gordon welcomed members and guests. The April 22 meeting minutes were approved. 
 

Updates 
Committee nominations 
Applications are in the process of being reviewed and are pending confirmation from the Speaker of the House and 
the President of the Senate. By the middle of June, OHA hopes to notify candidates. OHA is expecting to fill two 
vacant quality measure expert seats and two hospital representative seats. Some current members chose to not 
reapply, while others did and may be renewed. The process is staggered to allow for rolling nominations.   
 
Year 2 close-out 
OHA has completed the review of Year 2. On May 12th OHA sent a summary report to every hospital and gave 
hospitals one week for final comment. OAHHS and hospitals were asked to review data for any inconsistencies. 
OHA will spend the next few weeks finalizing payments and will publish the annual public report the week of June 
6th. 
 
There was a brief discussion about Tuality Hospital’s performance on the CLABSI measure, specifically that a single 
central line infection may have disqualified the hospital for meeting the designated benchmark / improvement 
target. One potential reason cited for this was a small denominator as a function of a small hospital and few 
patients, thereby skewing the final rate more than a large denominator would. Chair Gordon suggested that 
potentially, the group would be able to see aggregate data to see if other hospitals are affected, to see whether this 
is material issue. 
 
Waiver Renewal 
The draft application for the Medicaid Demonstration waiver renewal has been posted online at 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/OHPB/Pages/health-reform/cms-waiver.aspx. Public comments are welcome and are 
open until June 1st. Detail on the Hospital Metrics can be found in Appendix III / C: Measurement Strategy at 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/OHPB/Documents/Waiver%20Application%20Appendices.pdf. 
 
OHA will be updating the draft application based on public comments and submitting to CMS in June.  The 
application itself will be final this summer but the mutually agreed upon contract will take longer to execute. OHA is 
meeting with OAHHS next week to help frame Years 4 and beyond.  

http://www.oregon.gov/oha/OHPB/Pages/health-reform/cms-waiver.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/OHPB/Documents/Waiver%20Application%20Appendices.pdf
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CMS Update for Year 3 
Prior to the Committee meeting, CMS and OHA were reviewing the amended Standard Terms and Conditions (STCs) 
to document the Year 3 extension of the program.  The measures / benchmarks for Year 3 were still pending final, 
written approval from CMS. Please see the meeting handout at 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Year%203%20Benchmarks%20and%20Improvement%
20Targets.pdf. Note some of the Year 2 benchmarks in this document are inaccurate – OHA will provide an updated 
version to the Committee when corrections are made.  
 
The morning of the meeting, CMS approved the STCs for the Year 3 extension, and while the Year 3 benchmarks 
and improvement targets are still pending written approval from CMS, OHA does not anticipate any changes from 
the final proposal discussed with the Committee in April.  

 The medication safety benchmarks were revised and strengthened. 

 Year 3 remains federal fiscal year (FFY) or October 2015 through September 2016.  In the draft Waiver 
Renewal application, Appendix III discusses the Year 4 measurement period.      

 In terms of communicating targets to hospitals, prior year performance determines improvement targets.  
The Committee noted that most hospitals should know or anticipate their targets and if OHA doesn’t change 
methodology, it should be relatively straightforward for hospitals to predict.  

 CMS did not approve the change to the readmission measure for Year 3.  OHA will make that request for 
Year 4.   
 

Decision: OHA to send handout to Committee with corrected Year 2 benchmarks listed. 
 
Evaluation 
OHA fielded a survey to hospitals and health systems. The response rate is 100%. The evaluation team is contacting 
individuals directly for qualitative interviews to inform the evaluation. The final report will be available in June.   

 
Coordination with CCOs 
Committee members shared briefly on the CCO Metrics & Scoring Committee stakeholder survey findings and 
potential areas of relevance for the Hospital Committee, as well as public testimony heard on medication 
reconciliation / management measures that might be of interest.  
 
Decision: OHA will share the stakeholder survey report with the Committee.  
 

Presentation: Healthy Families Oregon 
Helen Bellanca, Associate Medical Director of Health Share of Oregon and Erin Deahn, Healthy Families Oregon 
Statewide Coordinator with the Early Learning Division presented “The Oregon Perinatal Collaborative 
Recommendation to Oregon Hospital Performance Metrics Advisory Committee”.  Helen is familiar with the Oregon 
Perinatal Collaborative (OPC) having served as co-chair for a sub-committee.  Erin has worked for 11 years for the 
Healthy Families program including in the direct service home visit capacity. Please see the presentation, slides 10-
45 at http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Slides.pdf.  

http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Year%203%20Benchmarks%20and%20Improvement%20Targets.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Year%203%20Benchmarks%20and%20Improvement%20Targets.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Slides.pdf
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Helen and Erin led a joint discussion about factors that are most likely to affect the health of mothers and infants in 
the long-term.  They discussed the particulars of the Healthy Families America (HFA) program—a nationally 
recognized, evidence-based home visiting program model that can effectively prevent maltreatment compared.  
The presenters briefly touched on the CaCoon and Babies First programs as well. Helen and Erin also explained the 
mandate for a new program-agnostic screening system for home visiting programs.   
 
The metric proposal is “Proportion of hospital births screened for eligibility for home visiting programs or other 
types of parenting support”.  A flow chart illustrated the methodology for measurement and preceded a list of 
advantages and disadvantages of the measure.   
 
Hospitals in Oregon are already involved in parenting support. Oregon is moving to a statewide screening and 
referral system. Chair Gordon asked Committee members whether they felt this proposal held promise and all 
replied affirmatively.  
 
Decisions:   

 OHA will share the program-agnostic screening tool with the Committee.  

 OHA will bring Helen and Erin’s presentation to HTAG to introduce/ground members to this proposed 
metric for Year 5. 

 The Early Learning Division and the Oregon Health Authority will develop the measure specifications with 
the HTAG.  

 

Public Testimony 
Clea McDow, Clinical Quality Data Manager at OHSU gave public testimony regarding the quality management 
department’s concerns with the opioid measure development process. Clea actively participates in the Hospital 
Technical Advisory Group (HTAG). Clea explained that her OSHU colleagues do not believe that materials they 
received demonstrate the problem the proposed measure would address and that they are unclear how reducing 
opioid prescribing in the ER would directly impact the epidemic of prescription opioid misuse, abuse and death.  
OHSU feels that the proposed measure is headed in a suboptimal direction, similar to SBIRT measure rollout, which 
was challenging. For a copy of the letter submitted for public testimony, please see 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Testimony.pdf 
 
Chair Gordon thanked Clea for her contribution. 
 

Opioid Measurement 
Co-presenting on “Measure Development: Opioid Prescribing in ED” were David Labby, from Health Share of 
Oregon and Lisa Bui, from Oregon Health Authority.  Please see slides 46-61 online at 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Slides.pdf  
 
Sarah Bartelmann explained that David and Lisa were invited back to speak to the Committee to establish a 
problem statement and clear intent for the proposed opioid prescribing measure to help facilitate specification 

http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Testimony.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/May%2020,%202016%20Slides.pdf
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development with HTAG, as several variations of the metric have been proposed since the original presentation in 
December 2015.  
 
Today’s goal is to review the measure development process to date, review literature and establish a problem 
statement for hospital metric development to provide to TAG in the form of guidance. Information presented 
included data on deaths, hospitalization and misuse of opioids in Oregon. Data showed that ED providers are one of 
the top 5 prescribing specialties for patients < 39 years old, and that EDs can make a contribution in the effort to 
curb prescribing—several example strategies were listed. The literature review that informed the presentation is 
available online. Please see http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Literature%20review%20-
%20Opioids%20in%20the%20ED.pdf 
 
David Labby explained that the proposed metric embraces the spirit of the recently released CDC guidelines as well 
as the OCEP guidelines (Oregon Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians). OCEP Guidelines are 
available at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/ORACEP%20Opioid%20Prescribing%20Guidelines.pdf  
 
The proposed metric is based on work from Washington state, and is in two-parts:  
 

1) Average number of pills per prescription in the ED. This should align with the CDC and OCEP guidelines, no 
more than 30 pills per Rx 

2) Percent of ED visits that result in an opioid Rx. This would be a report-only measure, but results would be 
publicly reported.    

 
Decisions:   

 The Committee agreed to move forward with the proposed measure, including the report-only component.  

 Measure specifications have been requested from Washington and will be shared with the Committee and 
the HTAG when available.  

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting was originally slated for June 17th but has been cancelled due to lack of pressing agenda items. 
Year 2 data will be reviewed at the July meeting. The July meeting was originally scheduled for July 15th, which 
conflicts with a meeting many hospitals will be attending. OHA will cancel the July 15th meeting and reschedule.  
 
Chair Gordon, Committee members, and staff expressed their appreciation and gratitude for departing members: 
Janet O'Hollaren, Pam Steinke, and Steve Gordon.  

 

http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Literature%20review%20-%20Opioids%20in%20the%20ED.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/Literature%20review%20-%20Opioids%20in%20the%20ED.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/analytics/HospitalMetricsDocs/ORACEP%20Opioid%20Prescribing%20Guidelines.pdf

