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Subject: Fee-for-service rate change for surgical assists, effective October 1, 2013

Starting October 1, 2013, the Division of Medical Assistance Programs (DMAP) will pay assistant surgeons at
Relative Value Unit (RVU)-based rates. According to current RVU-based rates, DMAP will reimburse surgical
assists at 16 percent (not 20 percent) of the full surgical rate for covered procedures.

Like other RVU-based rates, the surgical assist rate will change whenever DMAP applies future RVU weight
updates.

Why is this happening?
Oregon’s Medicaid State Plan is approved to reimburse physicians according to federal RVU standards.

To align with the State Plan, Medicare standards and industry payment standards, DMAP has updated Oregon
Administrative Rule 410-120-1340 — Payment to show that DMAP follows Medicare standards for all RVU-
based rates, which includes surgical assists.

What should you do?
No action is required on your part.

Questions?

If you have any questions about this announcement, contact the Provider Services Unit at
dmap.providerservices@state.or.us or call 1-800-336-6016, Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and Friday 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (phone lines closed 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily).

Thank you for your continued support of the Oregon Health Plan and the services you provide to our members.

Help us improve future announcements:
Click here to answer six survey questions about this announcement.
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