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Message:  OMAP is mailing the attached letter to affected providers. The letter 
clarifies billing for neuraxial labor analgesia/anesthesia services. 
 
If you have any questions about this information, contact: 
Contact(s): Isabel Bickle 
     Phone: 945-6490 Fax:  
     E-mail:  
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December 13, 2004 
 
To: Anesthesiologists and Certified 

Registered Nurse Anesthetists 

From: Joan Kapowich, Manager  
Program and Policy Section, OMAP 

Subject: Anesthesia Services Update 

On December 1, 2004, the Office of Medical Assistance Programs (OMAP) revised OAR 
410-130-0240, Medical Services. Prior to the December revision, OMAP allowed providers 
to bill only the base unit plus a unit for every 15 minutes of face-to-face patient contact time. 
The revision allows providers to bill one unit hourly in addition to the basic units plus 
patient contact time for neuraxial labor analgesia/anesthesia services. The revised rule is 
incorporated into the December 1 OMAP Medical-Surgical Services Program 
Administrative Rulebook at: 

http://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/healthplan/guides/medsurg/main.html

This change in policy is consistent with Method 1 in the American Society of 
Anesthesiologists Relative Value Guide for billing labor analgesia.  

Note: When the final hour is less than 60 minutes OMAP will only reimburse for 31 minutes 
or more; we will not reimburse for a unit that is 30 minutes or less. 

System Update 
Our claims processing system now correctly pays Medicare cross-over tape claims. The 
system calculates the maximum allowable based on the time units plus the base units. 
Previously, payment calculations were based only on the face-to-face time units crossed 
from Medicare. Beginning December 5, the Remittance Advise statements we send will 
show the time units crossed-over from Medicare; however, the payment will reflect the base 
and time units.  

Questions? 
If you have billing questions, contact the OMAP Provider Services Unit at 1-800-336-6016. 

“Assisting People to Become Independent, Healthy and Safe” 
An Equal Opportunity Employer HSB 1014 (4/00)

http://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/healthplan/guides/medsurg/main.html

	Information Memorandum
	Transmittal
	Health Services
	All DHS employees
	County Mental Health Directors
	Children, Adults and Families
	County DD Program Managers





