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HERC Guidance Development Framework Decision Point Priorities
1. Level of evidence
2. Effectiveness & alternative 
treatments
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6. Clinical research study is reasonable

Clinical research 
study is reasonable2

NoYes
1For diagnostic testing, diagnostic accuracy (sensitivity, specificity, predictive value) compared to alternative 
diagnostic strategies, with clinically important impact on patient management.
2Clinical research study is reasonable when failure to perform the procedure in question is not likely to result in 
death or serious disability; or in a situation where there is a high risk of death, there is no good clinical evidence to 
suggest that the procedure will change that risk.

Treatment risk compared 
to alt. treatment(s)

Similar 
or more

Less

I II

A B

BA
1 2

1 12 3

a b

i ii

Effectiveness compared to alt. treatment(s)1

(clinically significant improvement in outcomes)

More 
effective 

Revised 12/05/2013 

a b

Ineffective 
or harm exceeds 

benefit

Effective

No alt. treatment(s) 
available/accessible1

Ineffective 
or harm exceeds 

benefit

Refer to HERC Guidance Development Framework Principles for additional considerations

3

1

4 2

a
b

b aa b

i ii
iii

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)
Recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Recommend 
(weak)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)Recommend 
(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Recommend 
(strong)

Recommend 
(weak)

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(strong)

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)

Recommend 
(strong)

Cost
Cost

Similar 
or less

Similar 
or lessMore

More

Treatment risk 
compared to 

alt. treatment(s)

Treatment risk 
compared to 

alt. treatment(s)

Treatment risk 
compared to alt. 

treatment(s)

Similar

Similar or 
more LessMore

Similar 
or less

More

Yes

Cost

Similar 
or more Less

Center	for	Evidence-based	Policy

More

2

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)

Unknown

3

Do not 
recommend 

(weak)

Less

Recommend 
(strong)

c



HERC Guidance Development Framework Principles 

This framework was developed to assist with the decision making process for the Oregon policy-making body, the HERC and its subcommittees. It is a general 
guide, and must be used in the context of clinical judgement. It is not possible to include all possible scenarios and factors that may influence a policy decision in a 
graphic format. While this framework provides a general structure, factors that may influence decisions that are not captured on the framework include but are not 
limited to the following: 

• Estimate of the level of risk associated with the treatment, or any alternatives; 
• Which alternatives the treatment should most appropriately be compared to; 
• Whether there is a discrete and clear diagnosis; 
• The definition of clinical significance for a particular treatment, and the expected margin of benefit compared to alternatives;  
• The relative balance of benefit compared to harm; 
• The degree of benefit compared to cost; e.g., if the benefit is small and the cost is large, the committee may make a decision different than the algorithm 

suggests; 
• Specific indications and contraindications that may determine appropriateness; 
• Expected values and preferences of patients. 
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