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Kate Brown, Governor    HUD Contract Administration Section 

           www.ohcs.oregon.gov 

      July 10, 2015 

 

SECTION 8 PROGRAM UPDATES 

 
REMINDER REGARDING USE OF MARIJUANA IN MULTIFAMILY ASSISTED 

PROPERTIES 
 

Effective July 1, 2015, recreational use of marijuana became legal in Oregon.  
OHCS wants to remind you that marijuana use is still illegal under federal law; 
therefore the use of marijuana is not allowed in Section 8 properties.  Please review 

the attached memo from Benjamin Metcalf, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Multifamily House Programs, on the Use of Marijuana in Multifamily Assisted 

Properties.  You may consider handing this memo out to your residents. 
 
 

NOTICE H-2015-04  METHODOLOGY FOR COMPLETING A MULTIFAMILY 

HOUSING UTILITY ANALYSIS 

 

On June 20, 2011, Carol Galante, then Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multifamily 

Housing Programs, issued a memo clarifying the utility allowance regulations.  At 

that time, HUD did not issue instructions for how to perform a utility allowance 

review.  On June 22, 2015, HUD issued Notice H-2015-04 Methodology for 

Completing a Multifamily Housing Utility Analysis.  HUD allowed 180 days from the 

date of issuance to implement the new methodology.  Therefore, all utility 

allowance reviews for contract renewals and amends rents effective January 1, 

2016 must be in compliance with this methodology.  Notice H-2015-04 can be 

accessed at http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=15-04hsgn.pdf.  

Attached to this OHCS memo is the updated OHCS policy for reviewing and 

calculating utility allowances.  You can also access the OHCS policy at 

http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/APMD/HCA/docs/2015/UA-Policy-6-22-2015.pdf.  

Included in the attached policy is a memo dated June 18, 2015 from Benjamin 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=15-04hsgn.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/APMD/HCA/docs/2015/UA-Policy-6-22-2015.pdf
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Metcalf, Deputy Assistant for Multifamily Housing Programs, regarding 

implementation of the new methodology. 

 

PD&R RESEARCH STUDY ON RENEWABLE ENERGY IN MF HOUSING 

 
OHCS received the following information on a survey that will be conducted by HUD 
Policy Development and Research (PD&R) department.  We encourage you to 

participate if you are chosen to take the survey. 
 

Dear Property Owners/Agents: 

 A notification letter is copied below, outlining an important research 

project HUD is undertaking and that will benefit from your 

participation.  The Strategic Research Group (SRG) will be contacting you 

regarding a survey that is part of this research project.  

 Related to the survey efforts, HUD is launching a website with renewable 

energy resources aimed at public housing and multi-family housing owners 

and managers, as well as direct technical assistance to HUD-assisted 

property owners who commit to installing renewables onsite by 2020.   

 You can read more about the survey below, and access the website and 

technical assistance resources at: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/renewable-energy/. 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT         

WASHINGTON       DC      20410-6000 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR  DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC HOUSING AND            MULTIFAMILY HOUSING  

VOUCHER PROGRAMS 

Dear Executive Directors, Property Owners, and Property Managers:        

We are writing to let you know about an important research project the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is undertaking and to enlist your support and assistance. 

HUD has been charged by President Obama's Climate Action Plan (CAP) to increase the 

renewable energy capacity in public housing agencies and multifamily-assisted housing properties. In 

order to do that, we first need to establish the baseline of "Where are we now?" — and will do that by 

conducting a baseline assessment of the renewable energy capacity within public and assisted housing 

stock. This effort will be the Department's first step toward meeting the 100 megawatt (MW) goal of 

renewable energy capacity by 2020 within the federally-assisted housing stock — LIHTC properties 

(Treasury), Rural Development properties (USDA), and PHA and MFH properties (HUD) — as specified 

in the Climate Action Plan. 

https://www.hudexchange.info/renewable-energy/
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To establish a comprehensive picture, HUD is conducting a voluntary survey to explore and 

document all currently installed (and proposed) renewable energy systems. Findings of this study will 

enable HUD to develop strategies to most efficiently and effectively support the efforts of you and your 

colleagues in the acquisition and installation of renewable energy systems. 

HUD will send an initial survey with a handful of questions that can be completed within 5 

minutes. These results will provide a snapshot of the agencies and properties that have, or plan to install, 

renewable energy systems. To those who responded affirmatively, we will then send a more in-depth 

survey. This will focus on the type, capacity, financing, and costs associated with the installed renewable 

energy systems. We anticipate the second survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. 

You will soon receive an e-mail from the Department providing you with a link to the web-based 

survey. If you know someone else within your agency or establishment who should be the respondent, 

please forward the link to that individual. The e-mail will contain a phone number and e-mail address for 

you to send any questions about the survey. 

We ask for your assistance in completing these surveys and providing the requested information. 

With your help, we will have the most accurate illustration of the renewable energy practices of public and 

assisted housing across the country. Once we have reported back to the White House Climate Action 

Plan team we will share the information with all parties, with the innovative practices we've identified. 

 Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 Sincerely, 

  

Philip Head 

Director 

Region X Multifamily Hub 

Phone:  206-220-6642 

Fax:  206-220-5206 

 
EXPANDED RENTAL ASSISTANCE DEMONSTRATION (RAD) PROGRAM 

 

The HUD Region X office sent the following information for owners and 

management agents who are interested in the RAD Program. 
 

RAD offers more options for improving properties. New guidance in 

response to operating experience since the program launch and 

stakeholder feedback help public housing authorities and private landlords 

of multi-family housing developments; and incorporates key changes 

authorized by Congress. 

  

       Key revisions include: 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=PIHNotice_2012-32_062015.pdf
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Ø Increasing the cap on public housing conversions from 60,000 to 185,000 

units, representing approximately 15 percent of the public housing stock. 

Ø Expanding the program’s eligibility to include Moderate Rehabilitation 

Single Room Occupancy (Mod Rehab SRO) properties funded under the 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.   

Ø Strengthening key rights and protections for residents, including: 

·           Requiring owners/mangers to notify and consult with residents; 

·           Giving residents the a right to remain or return to the property;  

·           Prohibiting re-screening of current residents;  

·           Providing an option for a tenant-based voucher, if a resident chooses to 

leave the assisted property following conversion; and 

·           Continuing the essential rights and protections provided under the 

public housing program, including funding to support resident 

organizations. 

Ø Offering Multi-family property owners participating in HUD’s legacy Rent 

Supplement (Rent Supp) and Rental Assistance Payment (RAP) programs 

to participate fully in the RAD Program, an option that many of these 

owners find more attractive because of its familiarity to lenders and 

investors.  

Ø Strengthening the requirement that PHAs maintain control of any new 

entity formed as part of a RAD conversion.  The PHA must act as the 

managing general partner or hold a long-term ground lease on the 

property in order to have a controlling interest. The same affordability and 

ownership & control requirements must be maintained in the rare event of 

foreclosure, bankruptcy, or default under the contract. These requirements 

ensure that the public interest and the needs of tenants are protected in 

perpetuity. 

 

FAIR HOUSING IN OREGON 

 

Please see the informational website at  

http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/pages/equal-access-to-housing-in-
oregon.aspx 
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HUD REGION X WEBSITES 
 

The HUD Region X website has lots of good information that pertains to Oregon 
affordable housing owners.  There have been many updates since the last OHCS 

memo was sent.  To keep up on the latest information, click the links below:   
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/whatsne
w 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/xmfhsgm
anageinfo 

 

 
INDUSTRY TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 Many training opportunities can be found online by using one of the search 
engines.  Examples include, but are not limited to, Oregon AHMA Boot Camps and 

Conference, Quadel Consulting, and NCHM. 
 The following link will take you to a Calendar of Events on the HUD RHIIP 

website (go to RHIIP Support and Training at the bottom of the page):  
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/housing/mfh/rhiip/mfhr
hiip 

 
 

If you have problems with any of the links in this memo, try the following: 
 
1. First, hold down the Ctrl key and click on the link, or 

2. If #1 did not work, highlight the link and copy/paste it into the 
browser address bar. 

3. OHCS Section 8 memos are posted to the OHCS website at 
http://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/Pages/hca-communication-memos.aspx.  (There 

is a delay in posting the new memos.) 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/whatsnew
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/whatsnew
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/xmfhsgmanageinfo
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/states/shared/working/r10/mf/xmfhsgmanageinfo
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/housing/mfh/rhiip/mfhrhiip
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/housing/mfh/rhiip/mfhrhiip

