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Farmworker Housing Facilitation Team  
Meeting Notes 
Thursday, January 24, 2013 
10:00-12:00 PM Room 124A 
Oregon Housing and Community Services 
 
FACILITATOR:  Theresa Wingard 
 
ATTENDEES: 

Trudi A. Tyler 
Karen 
Tolvstad 

Martin Campos‐Davis  Rich Malloy 

Fernando Gutierrez  John McCulley  Marc Overbeck  Claudia Cantu 

Lisa Rogers  Betty Markey  Janet Byrd  Roberto Jimenez 

Stephanie Page  Ken Ross  Ian Tolleson 
 

 
 
WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS: 
 
New attendees:   
Marc Overbeck, Director Primary Care Office, Office of Oregon Health Policy & 
Research 
Janet Byrd Executive Director, Neighborhood Partnerships 
Rich Molloy, Housing Director, Bienstar 
Ian Tolleson, Government Affairs, Oregon Farm Bureau 
Claudia Cantu with CASA returns and replaces Alan Trunnell 
  
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  
Needs: Stephanie Page (interim Chair), Fernando Gutierrez, Karen Tolvstad, Laurie 
Hoefer and Natasha Detweiler 
Topics: 
Needs survey/where do farmworkers want to live? 
Labor camp housing/changing OSHA standards. 
Survey other agencies and groups for housing needs 
Research 
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Stephanie Page reported:   
 Determined a good first step is to identify the data that are currently being 

gathered, by whom, and at what frequency.   
 Team will be reviewing the Alice Larson study when it comes out. 
 Biggest issues appear to be in the Willamette Valley 
 Concerns on quantity and quality of units available 
 The workforce is increasing 
 Camps are closing and more are expected to close 
 The subcommittee agreed on several next steps and each subcommittee member 

has been assigned a couple of organizations to follow up with regarding their data 
collection.   

 They plan to invite other stakeholders to meet with the subcommittee. (OSHA, 
HUD, OSU Extension) 

 
Marc Overbeck provided an update on the Alice Larson Study.  A draft of the report 
will be ready late February or early March.  The final report should be ready by the end 
of May. The study provides a county by county estimate of migrant, seasonal and 
agriculture workers. Some dairy farm processing data will be included but no data 
concerning meat or fish workers. 
 

Policy and strategy: Lisa Rogers (interim Chair), Roberto Jimenez, Carol Kowash, John 
McCulley, Ken Ross, Karen Shawcross 
Topics: 
Input & recommendations to OHCS/Priorities 
Tax credit 
Holistic approach to housing/farmworker needs 
Farmworker access to OHCS programs and other state services 
Immigration reform 

 
Lisa Rogers reported that the sub-committee had not met but intends to do so in the near 
future. 
 

Alignment and streamlining: Shawn Cleave (interim Chair), Allan Trunnell 
Topics: 
Stream-lining of funding sources 
Innovative funding 

 
Claudia Cantu is replacing Allan Trunnell on this sub-committee.  Claudia has been a 
member of this sub-committee in the past and noted that the group had been discussing 
the market study among other topics.  Claudia expects the committee to pick up where 
they left off.  Note: Shawn Cleave is no longer with OFB. 
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FARMWORKER INFORMATION WEBPAGE:  Theresa Wingard 
 
The group was provided a copy of the Farmworker Information web pages.  Positive responses 
all around for the new layout and design.  The Farmworker Housing Facilitation Team page was 
not activated pending feedback from the team on the content.  Following are recommendations 
from the team for revisions/changes to the web pages. 
 
FWHFT page to include:   

 The enabling statute  
 All team member names & agencies 
 Sub-committees and members 
 Meeting notes and meeting dates  
 No e-mails or telephone numbers will be posted 

 
All other pages: 

 Add a link to OSHA on State Regulations page 
 Add a link to CASA on the Resources for Farmworkers page 
 CASA will provide a link to their map 
 On the front page, in the Farmworker Resources section, change "Resources for Housing 

Developers" to say "Farmworker Housing Development Finance Tools and Resources."   
 Note where the definitions listed on the State Farmworker Definitions page originated 
 Add OHDC Resources to the Farmworkers page as an Employment and Training 

Organization and under Housing and Services for Farmworkers. 
 

The group was encouraged to review the website and contact Theresa with any additional 
feedback.  OHCS will be making the revisions over the next few weeks.  The link to the website 
will be e-mailed to all team members with the minutes. 
 
FARMWORKER TAX CREDIT SUNSET - Legislative planning for farmworker tax 
credit extensions (HB2474) – Karen Tolvstad 
 
Karen noted two types of housing; on farm and in community.  She mentioned that Oregon On 
was focused on community rather than on farm.  She made clear that OHCS would only be 
testifying on facts and not lobbying for the tax credit.   
 
The following topics were discussed: 
 

 Should owners receive a tax credit?  Isn’t this the cost of doing business? 
o The tax credit attracts workers to Oregon. 
o The tax credit helps farm owners afford to improve housing. 
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 Credits are awarded but not all are being claimed.  Why? Is this a reporting issue? 
o Ken Ross/DOR thought this was more related to tax liability.  Farm owners can 

take up to ten years to use the award. 
o Ken Ross noted that corporate credits are pulled manually and the personal 

credits are coded and shown on a report.  He did not believe reporting the credit 
under a different name was an issue but agreed to check.  Ken will also check to 
see if the form changed in 2012. 

 
 Memo of Understanding (MOU)  

o Three agencies – OHCS, DOR and OR-OSHA   entered into an MOU in February 
2012 to year to better administer the credit program and assure compliance and 
accountability. 

o The three agencies will work together to review the MOU and see if they are each 
meeting the obligations outlined in the agreement 
 

 Mechanics of tax credit.     
o Should tax credit recipients be required to use DOR auction?  Most recent auction 

credits were not discounted. The team agreed that most recipients would agree to 
use the auction.  

o Ken Ross/DOR noted that statute sets the minimum amount but most credits sold 
for 50%.  

o John McCulley, Lobbyist for growers, noted that most farm owners used the tax 
credits themselves and did not sell them. 

 
 OR-OSHA Standards changing.   

o Trudi Tyler, OR-OSHA noted changes on square footage per person, percent of 
windows per home and height of ceiling Growers may need to make 
modifications before the effective date of these changes.  This could generate 
more interest in the Farmworker Tax Credits  

 
 Monitoring conducted by OR-OSHA 

o What happens when a farm owner is not in compliance with the rule?  ?  Trudi 
provided the following details on OR-OSHA’s process for enforcing  standards:   

o Inspections are random unless there is a complaint.   
o After the inspection the farm owner receives an expectation letter listing the non-

compliance issues.   
o The owner has the option of coming into compliance or receiving a fine.   
o Fines range from $25 to $2,500 depending on the offense.  $2,500 is the fine for 

not registering. 
o Rarely close farmworker housing 

 
 There are approximately 260 registered camps at this time. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
 

 Karen Tolvstad and Ken Ross will discuss the status of the MOU.  They will invite 
Marilyn Schuster, OR-OSHA, to be part of the conversation. 

 Ken Ross and Stephanie will provide anecdotal information, data and statistics to Karen 
Tolvstad. 

 OHCS will review recommended changes and revise the FW webpages. 
 CASA will provide a link to their map for the webpage. 
 Sub-committees will meet at least once between now and the March FWHFT meeting.  
 Any new volunteers for sub-committees may contact Theresa or the sub-committees 

interim Chair. **Note: Claudia Cantu is currently the only member of the Alignment 
and Streamlining sub-committee at this time. 

 Sub-committee chairs may contact Theresa to add items to the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
   
March 28, 2013 
10:00 AM- 12:00 PM 
OHCS/North Mall Office Building 
725 Summer St NE, Room 124A 
Salem, Oregon 
 
 


