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Farmworker Housing Facilitation Team  

Meeting Notes 
Thursday, March 28, 2013 

10:00-12:00 PM Room 124A 

Oregon Housing and Community Services 

 

FACILITATOR:  Theresa Wingard 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Betty Markey Ian Tolleson/Phone Marc Overbeck/phone Stephanie Page 

Carol Kowash Jean Godfrey Natasha Detweiler Trudi A. Tyler 

Claudia Cantu Karen Tolvstad Ramon Ramirez Teri Watson 

Anzhela DePlois Lisa Rogers Roberto Jimenez   

 

WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS: 

New attendees:   

Teri Watson, Policy Analyst with Oregon OSHA and Anzhela DePlois, Conference 

Policy Analyst with Oregon Department of Revenue, replacing Hilda Garza. 

 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Policy and strategy: Lisa Rogers (interim Chair), Roberto Jimenez, Carol Kowash, John 

McCulley, Ken Ross, Karen Shawcross 

Sub-Committee Focus: 

 Input & recommendations to OHCS/Priorities 

 Tax credit 

 Holistic approach to housing/farmworker needs 

 Farmworker access to OHCS programs and other state services 

 Immigration reform 

Lisa reported:  

 The group recommends OHCS include farmworker set-aside for special needs 

populations. 

Discussion: 

o Karen Tolvstad noted that the allocation of awards has been redesigned; special 

populations have been identified and farmworker housing is on the list.  OHCS no 

longer allocates funding by populations.  OHCS is doing regional set-asides and 

looking at local priorities.  Karen noted there are two drivers this year; 

distribution commensurate with needs and best use of public funds.  She observed 

that there is more room for common sense and good judgment.  Karen stated that 

regions have been defined geographically and that OHCS is looking at published 

plans and regional solutions teams for data and input.   
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o Lisa stated her concerns about local opposition to farmworker housing.   

Natasha noted that farmworker housing is workforce housing, which is something 

that can be discussed as playing a critical role in the community workforce and 

larger Oregon economy.  She suggested an applicant should clarify this on the 

application, stating that it is important to demonstrate how the project would have 

the most impact in the community.  Karen advised the group that social justice 

and social equity have been built into the process as well.   

o Claudia asked when the NOFA would be published.  Natasha stated that 

according to the latest schedule, it should be published around May 10
th

.  Training 

will be provided at that time. 

 

 Marc provided an update on the Alice Larson study; advising the group that the data 

shows no significant decrease in migrant numbers from 10 years ago.  Marc expects the 

final report to be released and published by May 31
st
.  The new definition of migrant and 

seasonal farmworker includes animals and livestock.  These groups are not included in 

the current study.  His agency will be adding data alongside Dr. Larson’s study; an 

educational speculation to provide a full picture of the migrant work.  Marc intends to ask 

Dr. Larson if she can be available by phone for the next FWHFT meeting.   

 

 Lisa asked for a status on the farmworker housing tax credit, noting that discounting the 

tax credit over 5 years was not doing the state a lot of good.  She noted that OregonOn 

and legislators are talking about a tax credit auction.  Lisa’s group wants to have the 

option, not the requirement, for an auction. 

o Karen informed the group that she and Theresa met with a group recently that was 

drafting the auction language.  She noted, in her opinion, that there was not 

enough information about how the auction works to mandate an auction.  She 

advised the group that OHCS would support permissive language only at this 

time. 

o Ramon Ramirez noted that the auction was a win/win for housing in communities 

but not for growers.  He wondered how this team could work together as he 

believed there was heavy opposition building for tax credits and that everyone 

was looking to Senator Burdick for direction.   

o The FWHFT agreed to show support for OregonOn’s bill with the “permissive” 

language and support OregonOn presenting the bill to Senator Burdick and 

Representative Barnhart to determine if the two would support the bill with the 

permissive language.  Lisa will take on this task.  

 

 Claudia noted their subcommittee wants more resources for farmworkers added to the 

Farmworker Housing Information page. 

o Claudia wondered whether there could be a map to click on for local resources.  

Natasha mentioned that it would take resources to create the webpage; noting that 

the underlying data for the map’s local resources could be provided by group 

members if this was something they wanted to do.  Currently there is a “for 
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farmworkers” page that directs farmworkers to other agencies who do direct work 

with farmworkers.  Natasha was not sure that the Farmworker Housing 

Information page was the correct place to add more of this type of information.   

o Roberto wondered about the intent for this page and effectiveness of additional 

resources being added to it. The more information we try to maintain the harder it 

is to keep up to date, and the less effective the web page becomes.  

o Natasha and Theresa discussed the current statutory intent of the page to provide 

resources for farmworker housing financing information, noting a link had been 

added for farmworker resources just in case a farmworker was directed to this 

page. At this point, the website will stay focused on the housing finance 

information with referrals to other organizations for services.  

 

 Ramon provided an update on immigration reform, noting there are three bills.  He 

opined that there seemed to be agreement on most points, with the exception of guest 

labor opposed by organized labor.  Ramon expects to see a bill by April with a vote the 

first of May. 

 

Needs: Stephanie Page (Chair), Karen Tolvstad, Laurie Hoefer and Natasha 

Detweiler 

Sub-Committee Focus: 

 Needs survey/where do farmworkers want to live? 

 Labor camp housing/changing OSHA standards. 

 Survey other agencies and groups for housing needs 

 Research 

Stephanie reported: 

 The scope of this group is to identify existing and additional data needs to support 

farmworker housing improvements and new housing developments.   

 A sub subcommittee was formed for members who are interested in working directly 

with farmers who want to improve and develop on-farm housing.  This group will meet 

separately to discuss specific project opportunities.   

 Subcommittee members made progress contacting groups they identified (OSHA, OHCS, 

Legal Aid/Health, Census of Agriculture, Employment Dept, OSU, and Head Start) in 

order to gain a better understanding of the data these groups currently gather.  

 The subcommittee identified one information need not available from the organizations 

listed above; the amount of on-farm housing that will meet/exceed the upcoming OSHA 

standards.  A successful strategy to gather this information will be to work 

collaboratively with Ag organizations rather than asking OSHA or other agencies to 

begin gathering that information. 

 After Dr. Larsen’s study is available, this group will (1) send a letter to Ag groups and 

ask for their thoughts on the study conclusions; (2) identify a series of follow up 

questions to take to community partners about what is still missing (i.e., where do 

farmworkers prefer to live). 
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Alignment and streamlining: Ian Tolleson (Chair) Claudia Cantu, Roberto Jimenez, Karen 

Shawcross, Stan E. Stradley 

Sub-Committee Focus: 

 Stream-lining of funding sources 

 Innovative funding 

Claudia reported in Ian’s absence: 

 The FWHFT provided clarification that the original Alignment and Streamlining group 

morphed into this current committee due to unrealistic expectations of what the group 

could accomplish. 

 OHCS and RD are working to streamline market study requirements. 

 OHCS and RD are working together to streamline the environmental review process with 

a cost saving goal to combined publication of required notices.   

INFORMATION SHARING: 

 Claudia reminded the group about CASA’s Farmworker Housing Conference scheduled 

for June 12-14
th

 in Redmond. 

 Trudi shared information from the EPA Pesticide Program. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Marc will ask Alice Larson to attend the next meeting by phone. 

 Theresa will have the FWHFT added to the list that receives information regarding 

upcoming meetings and information about the multi-family funding process redesign.  

 Everyone is encouraged to visit the OHCS website to sign up for email lists that they are 

interested in by clicking on the “Get Email Updates” on the webpage (for the multi-

family funding process, subscribe to CFC News & Updates): 

http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/pages/index.aspx   

 Lisa will draft and deliver language in support and presentation of OregonOn’s bill 

 Ramon will forward the immigration reform bill language to Theresa to send to the team. 

 Trudi will forward the link to the EPA Pesticide Program to Theresa to send to the team. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

   

May 23, 2013 

10:00 AM- 12:00 PM 

OHCS/North Mall Office Building 

725 Summer St NE, Room 124A 

Salem, Oregon 

 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/OHCS/pages/index.aspx

