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Tammy Baney

Michael C. Fieldman
Zee D. Koza

Marissa Madrigal
Adolph “Val” Valfre, Jr.

FEBRUARY 6, 2015 | MEETING MINUTES

Housing Council Member Attendance

Present Not Present
Aubre Dickson, Chair Mayra Arreola
Mike Fieldman Zee Koza

Tammy Baney Marissa Madrigal
Val Valfre

Call to Order and Roll Call

Chair Dickson called the February 6, 2015 meeting to order and asked for a roll call. Mayra Arreola,
Tammy Baney, Zee Koza and Marissa Madrigal were absent. Tammy Baney joined the meeting in
progress. Until her arrival, in the absence of a quorum, the council members moved to the non-
business discussion items.

2015 LIHTC NOFA Update

Julie Cody, OHCS Assistant Director Housing Finance provided Council members with an update on the 2015
LIHTC NOFA, advising that the Notices of Funding Availability (NOFAs)were releasedon January 30, 2015.
The Department will be accepting questions through a formal Q&A process until April 3, 2015 and will
periodically release frequently asked questions with the Department’s responses. The Department will be
facilitating NOFA training sessions in Salem next week.

Applications for this NOFA are due on April 17, 2015 and scoring will take place during the remainder of
April and May before submitting final recommendations to Director Van Vliet in June. Staff will be
presenting the 2015 NOFA award recommendations to the Council at the July 17, 2015 meeting.

In addition to the LIHTC NOFA, staff will be looking at other Multifamily NOFAs for release in 2015 and will
be bringing recommendations to the Council in March. Those recommendations will include the use of
GHAP funds for small projects, to cure construction defects, supportive housing for Veterans, and mobile
home park preservation. Allocations to these smaller NOFAs are still being thought through, but will be
included in the recommendations brought back to the Council.

Mike Fieldman asked if the Department had any sense about the timing of the smaller GHAP NOFAs.
Cody responded that the GHAP NOFAs will likely be released late spring.

Director Van Vliet asked Cody to describe the selection of scoring committee members and structure.
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Cody reported that the selection committee will consist of last year’s participants, generally, with the
exception of Mayra Arreola who has volunteered to represent the Housing Council. Previously, Chair
Dickson represented the Council.. Should any previous participant need to drop out, Michelle Haynes, has
volunteered to participate. The committee members will be assigned to score regions where little or no
conflicts of interest exist and scoring is structured in the same way as last year.

Chair Dickson acknowledged Tammy Baney joining the meeting and with the required quorum
for voting moved to the business items of the agenda.

Public Comment
Chair Dickson paused to provide opportunity to make public comment to anyone on the phone line,
hearing no one the Council moved to the next agenda item.

Draft Meeting Minutes for Approval

January 15, 2015

Chair Dickson noted that specific changes had been made to the draft minutes and Council
members should have received the revised version, which was also posted to the Housing Council
Website.

Chair Dickson asked Council members for any additional comments, additions or corrections to the
draft January 15, 2015 meeting minutes.

There being none, Chair Dickson requested a motion to approve the draft minutes. The motion was
read:

Motion: Mike Fieldman moved and Val Valfre seconded that the Housing Council approve the draft
meeting minutes.

Vote: In a roll call vote the motion passed without dissent. Mayra Arreola, Zee Koza and Marissa
Madrigal were not present for the vote.

Legislative Updates

Director Van Vliet introduced Rem Nivens, Assistant Director for Public Affairs. Nivens provided
Council members with the Department’s legislative updates, advising Council members that the
Director will be presenting to the House Human Services and Housing Committee on Monday
(February 9, 2015) and Wednesday (February 11, 2015). Monday’s presentation is essentially a
primer on OHCS and housing issues in Oregon.

On Wednesday the Committee will hold the initial public hearing on the OHCS’s governance bill, HB
2442. Chair Dickson will be attending this hearing and speaking on behalf of the Council.
Department staff have been working with Oregon Opportunity Network (OON) and CAPO on
consensus amendments and Nivens expects that our partners will be present at the hearing in



support of the agreed upon bill. Nivens informed the Council that based on conversations and
compromise with OON, OON will not be moving their governance bill forward.

Mike Fieldman asked what time the House Human Services and Housing Committee would be
meeting.

Nivens answered 3:00 p.m.
Val Valfre asked what amendments were made to HB2442.

Alison Mclntosh, OHCS Government Relations and Communications Liaison, responded that CAPO
requested minor language changes, which have been made. The Oregon ON amendments call for
stronger language regarding the new Housing Stability Council’s oversight of the Department and
added, among other things, considerations for the Governor to use when appointing new members
(e.g. ensuring a range of expertise). OHCS has a summary of the amendments that can be provided
if Council members would like additional information.

Nivens notified the Council that based on conversations with the Legislative Fiscal Office (LFO), the
Department’s budget presentation could be scheduled within the next couple of weeks. Although
there is no specific request of Council members associated with that presentation, we will let them
know so that they can watch the Department’s presentation.

OHCS is formally requesting $349,000 of additional funding for the Oregon Foreclosure Avoidance
(OFA) Program in order to continue to provide counseling services through the end of the biennium.
OHCS will be making a request for as part of the legislature’s Budget Reconciliation bill. Nivens
reminded the Council that OHCS made a request to the Emergency Board in September 2014 to
provide $1,181,300 for the remainder of the biennium for counseling services. We were awarded
$659,300 with the understanding that we could return if demand warranted.

Director Van Vliet reported that the requested talking points regarding the $100 million are not
ready yet. The Department is working with external bond counsel, the state DOJ bond attorneys
and the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) to get a clear understanding of what is and is
not possible using this particular source of funding. While the Department has answers to some of
the lingering questions, Director Van Vliet stated that she would rather wait to publish anything to
ensure that there are not multiple versions of the “one-pager.”

The Department is aware that there are a lot of questions among the partners and is working on
getting answers. Director Van Vliet wanted to specifically address the question of whether the
proposed $85 million in general obligation bonds can be used for affordable housing, stating that —
OHCS is confident that there are a variety of ways to structure and finance deals using XI-Q bonds.
Figuring out all of the boundaries will be a long road, chaperoned by bond counsel, but Article XI-Q
Bonds are a viable financing tool.



Director Van Vliet asked that Council members pass on that message when the question of viability
comes up among partners. Despite the details that need to be worked out she wants to maintain
the focus on the at-risk families with children targeted by this investment in housing. To that end,
OHCS is working hard with the leadership at DHS to deepen our alighment. Although, the House
Human Services and Housing Committee does not control this appropriation the Director plans to
do a light touch on the $100 million during her presentation on Monday, February o',

Director Van Vliet has been meeting with Legislators who have a shared understanding of the need
for more affordable housing and who have imparted that they are also cautiously optimistic. The
Director has been sharing with legislators the Department’s intent to use the Housing Council
(hopefully the future Housing Stability Council) to vet deal structuring, implementation and as the
central public body/place for the broader policy and trade-offs discussions. In those meetings with
legislators the Director has also conveyed that the Council will be committed to both social and
geographical equity.

The Director asked Council members for their thoughts about potentially creating a subcommittee
or two to take up the policy trade-offs and to do the deep dive into the technical financing work.

Val Valfre stated that utilizing and creating a leadership role for the Council in the way the Director
described is a great idea. He fully supports moving forward.

Tammy Baney agreed with Valfre, adding that she is happy to see the Council being deployed in this
way.

Mike Fieldman recalled that the initial thinking behind the $100 million was that the funds would
not be tied to tax credits and asked if that was still the thinking going forward.

The Director answered that the initial thought was that the ownership role required when using
Article XI-Q bonds would conflict with the requirements associated with tax credits. The
Department’s Bond Counsel is looking into several proposed scenarios to let us know what is
possible so at this point the Department is not ruling anything out.

Fieldman reminded Van Vliet that the rationale for keeping the funding sources separate was to
maximize the flexibility of the funds and enable their use for small projects.

Director Van Vliet responded that this is still the thinking and that she intends to use the Council to
look deeper at the best uses of the funds that fit within the legal parameters. She wanted to assure
Council members that she has not gotten the impression from the Legislature that the Department
needs to have all the answers now. OHCS needs to be able to demonstrate honest progress and
feasibility, but there is time to work through the finer points.

Fieldman inquired about the Department’s thinking on paying for services.



Director Van Vliet responded that the Department is linked arm and arm with DHS to strategize
about how to work through their field office structure, which is already funded, to ensure the wrap
around services are targeted at and connected to these families.

Fieldman commented that he has seen great success using the model of partnering with DHS’ local
child welfare offices in his community.

The Director thanked Fieldman and stated that this is exactly the kind of conversation she hopes to
be having over the months to come. She further advised that she will submit a proposed structuring

of Housing Council subcommittees for their review at the next meeting in March.

Tammy Baney asked the Director to let Council members know if there is any way that they can
help.

Val Valfre commented that he looks forward to similar conversations in the months to come.

Report of the Director
Director Van Vliet stated that she did not have anything additional to report out.

Report of the Chair

Chair Dickson reported that he participated in productive conversations with Oregon Opportunity
Network (OON) at their recent brown bag lunch event. He advised that he will be in Salem on
Wednesday, February 11, for the House Human Services and Housing committee hearing on the
Department’s governance bill (HB 2442)and would be speaking on behalf of the Council. He also
mentioned that OON would be in attendance at the hearing.

Mike Fieldman mentioned that he will be attending the hearing and speaking on behalf of CAPO.

Chair Dickson then invited attendees to reach out to him with any questions and/or concerns and
thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

With no other official business the Council meeting was adjourned at 9:53 a.m.
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