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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
January 29-30, 2013  
Oregon City  
 
January 29-30, 2013 Meeting Minutes  

 
 
 

Those attending all or part of the meeting included: 
 
Commissioners Present:  
Davis Moriuchi, Chair  
Jay Graves, Vice-chair  
Jim Brown  
Brad Chalfant  
Robin Risley  
Cal Mukumoto 
Commissioners Absent:  
Sharon Rudi 
 
Staff:  
Tim Wood, Director  
Steve Shipsey, Assistant Attorney General 
Vanessa DeMoe, Commission Assistant 
Chris Havel, Associate Director, Communications & Research 
MG Devereux, Project Manager 
John Potter, Assistant Director, Operations 
Holly Morgan, Executive Assistant 
Lisa Van Laanen, Assistant Director, Administration  
Roger Roper, Assistant Director, Heritage and Community Programs 
Mark Davison, Integrated Services Manager 
Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager  
Kammie Bunes, Acquisition and Property Management Specialist  
Richard Walkoski, Communications and Research  
Tanya Crane, Budget Manager  
Sabrina Hay, Lead Contracts Coordinator 
Steve Kay, Grants Manager  
Dennis Comfort, Valleys Region Manager  
Scott Nebeker, Technical Services Manager 
Andrea Fogue, Senior Policy Advisor  
Jerry Winegar, Mountain Region Manager  
Greg Cianella, Natural Resource Coordinator  
 
Visitors: 
John Hoffnagle, Oregon State Parks Foundation 
Laurence Cotton 
Scott Archer, City of Oregon City  
Stephanie Hallock, Chris Achterman, Pam Wiley – Gail Achterman Legacy  
Menno Kraai, Roger Brandt and Sue Williams, Illinois Valley Community Development 
Organization 
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Visitors continued: 
Daniel Dalegowski, Cave Junction, City Councilor  
Willa Gustavson,Cave Junction, former City Councilor   
Kenny Houck – Business Entrepreneurial Center, Cave Junction 
Gwyneth Booth 
Esther Lev, Executive Director, The Wetlands Conservancy  
The Honorable Betsy Johnson 
Sam Drevo, Oregon City  
Kelly Beamer, Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts   
Travis Williams, Willamette Riverkeeper  
Stephanie Redman, Oregon Recreation and Parks Association  
Thelma Haggenmiller 
Terry Scott  
Bob Betcone, TPL 
Ann Hanus, Oregon Parks Association  
Jeroen Kok, Clackamas County Parks & Forest Department 
Bruce Barnes, OSPF 
 
 
Tuesday, January 29th    
 
Work-sessions: 
Oregon Parks Association (OPA) – Status of County Park System  
Ann Hanus, Jeroen Kok 
 
Change Orders/Contracts 
Lisa Van Laanen, Scott Nebeker and Sabrina Hay 
 
Legislative Strategy and State Fair Concept  
MG Devereux and Andrea Fogue 
 
Executive Session 
The Commission met in Executive Session to discuss acquisition priorities and opportunities, 
and potential litigation. The Executive Session was held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e) and (h). 
The Executive Session was closed to the public. 
 
 
Wednesday, January 30th  
 
Business Meeting: 8:30 a.m.   
1. Commission Business (Action) 

a) Approval of Agenda  
The following changes we made to the agenda:  

• Item 9d – heard when parties arrive  
• Item 8a – moved up on the agenda to be heard after Item 6  
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• Additional Executive Session to be held when the business meeting adjourns   
 

Commissioner Graves moved to approve the January 2013 Commission meeting agenda 
with changes. Commissioner Brown seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 
 

2. Public Comment:   
 
Sam Drevo, Oregon City 
Mr. Drevo made public comment highlighting the opportunity for potential development of 
the Blue Heron site as a benefit for whitewater recreation.  
 
Scott Archer, City of Oregon City 
Mr. Archer, City Manager, welcomed the Commission to Oregon City and thanked the 
department for their support.  
 
Kelly Beamer, Executive Director, Coalition of Oregon Land Trusts (COLT) 
Ms. Beamer provided a general introduction and background information to the Commission 
on COLT.  
 
Travis Williams, Willamette Riverkeeper 
Mr. Williams thanked the Commission and the department for their support of the water trail 
and greenway programs.  
 
Stephanie Redman, Executive Director, Oregon Parks and Recreation Association (ORPA)  
Ms. Redman introduced herself to the Commission and gave a brief background on ORPA.  
 
Roger Brandt, Cave Junction 
Mr. Brandt spoke in favor of a trail to connect the Illinois River Valley airport to Rough and 
Ready Forest State Natural Site. He requested this issue be placed on a future Commission 
agenda for further discussion.   
 
Esther Lev, Executive Director, The Wetlands Conservancy  
Ms. Lev provided comment in support of the naming of Beaver Creek State Natural Area and 
Ona Beach State Park including associated properties to Brian Booth State Park in 
recognition of Brian Booth’s contribution to the Oregon State Park system and Oregon. 
 
 
[Chair Moriuchi recognized Commissioner Brown’s service to the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation department. The January meeting was Commissioner Brown’s last meeting after 8 
years of service to the department.]  
 
 

a) Gail Achterman Legacy – Presentation  
Stephanie Hallock, Chris Achterman, Pam Wiley 
 
A presentation was made to the Commission to share Gail Achterman’s vision for the 
Willamette, the efforts of the Achterman Legacy Group to advance that vision, and 
how those efforts support and complement the work of others in the Willamette 
Valley.    
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3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes (Action) 
a) November 2012 

 
Commissioner Chalfant moved to approve the November 2012 Commission meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner Risley seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 
 

4. Director’s Update   
 
a) Salmonberry Trail Update (Banks to Tillamook)  (Information)  

 
Director Wood updated the Commission on recent progress made in the Salmonberry 
Trail planning efforts. He shared that the next key steps for the partners involved in 
the project will be hiring of a project manager, creation of a 501(c)(3), an Executive 
Order and completion of a master plan.  
 

b) Audit Committee  - New Member  (Action)   
 
Director Wood stated that with Commissioner Brown’s departure from the 
Commission he will also be leaving his seat on the Audit Committee. He shared that 
Commissioner Mukumoto had volunteered to participate in the Audit Committee.  

 
Commissioner Risley moved to approve Commissioner Cal Mukumoto as a member 
of the OPRD Audit Committee. Commissioner Brown seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously, 6-0. 
 
 
Annual Employee Recognition Awards 
Director Wood announced the results of this year's Employee Recognition Program.  He 
explained that the recipients of this year's recognition were nominated by staff and 
selected by a panel of staff from across the department. This recognition is provided to 
deserving individuals for their contributions to our mission, and our workplace.   
 
Directors Award (Individual): Chris Parkins and Christal Florin 
Directors Award (Team):  Willamette Mission 
Distinguished Service: John Allen 
Centennial Horizon Customer Service: Brandy Nichols 
Centennial Horizon Process Improvement:  Claudia Ciobanu 
Centennial Horizon All Star:  Rocky Houston 
Centennial Horizon New Employee:  Kami Allen 
Centennial Horizon Unsung Hero: Daniel Dowell 
 
 

5. Consent Calendar (Action) 
a) Approval of Delegated Authority Report  

1. Contracts   
2. Natural Resources   
 

b) Request Approval for County Opportunity Grant Projects 
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c)  Request Approval for Veterans’ and War Memorial Grant Projects 
d) Director’s Expense Report  
Commissioner Graves moved to approve the Consent Calendar.  Commissioner 
Brown seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 
 

6.    Budget  
       Tanya Crane, Budget Manager  
 

a) 2011-13 Budget Update (Information) 
 
Ms. Crane provided an update on the current biennium. She said that the December 
2012 Lottery forecast was released November 20, 2012. It reflects an increase in 
Lottery Fund revenue for the Department of $7,239. Since the close of session, the 
Lottery Fund revenue forecast has decreased by $3,924,356. The Department’s 
budget was built on a Lottery Fund revenue forecast of $84.6 million and the 
December 2012 forecast is $80.7 million. 
Ms. Crane shared that the Executive Team had reviewed options to adjust the 
Department’s spending to accommodate the Lottery Fund decline.  
 

b) 2013-15 Governor's Budget (Information) 
 

Ms. Crane gave the Commission an update on the Governor’s Balanced Budget, 
released November 30, 2012. She shared that there were a number of changes to the 
Agency Request Budget. Ms. Crane provided a summary and briefly discussed the 
changes.   
 
Ms. Crane shared that the next step is the legislative process. She said the Department 
will present the Governor’s budget to the appropriate subcommittee of Ways and 
Means. Currently the plan calls for three phases – public hearings where the agency 
familiarizes the committee with what the Department does and other information as 
requested by the committee (phase 1); discussion of agency budget and major issues 
(phase 2); work session on budget bill (phase 3). 
 
 

9d.  Designating Brian Booth State Park (Action) 
John Potter, Assistant Director of Operations  
 
Mr. Potter explained that the Department has been conducting long-term, comprehensive 
planning for two state park properties in Lincoln County: Beaver Creek State Natural Area 
and Ona Beach State Park.  Due to the use and management links between these properties 
and their proximity, there is an opportunity to better unify them through naming in a way 
that would benefit the public and recognize Brian Booth’s contributions to the Oregon State 
Park system and the state. The entire complex of properties could be officially named Brian 
Booth State Park to elevate its significance and suitably honor the memory of Brian Booth.  
A distinct “Beaver Creek Natural Area” and “Ona Beach Recreation Area” would be 
retained under a broader state park umbrella designation.   
 
[The full account of Mr. Potter’s remarks is attached at the end of this document.] 
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Commissioner Chalfant moved for approval to rename Beaver Creek State Natural 
Area and Ona Beach State Park including associated properties to Brian Booth State 
Park in recognition of Brian Booth’s contribution to the Oregon State Park system 
and Oregon. Commissioner Brown seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 
 
8a.  Illinois River Forks (Possible Action)  

Jerry Winegar, Mountain Region Manager  
 
Mr. Winegar provided the Commission with background on the Illinois River Forks State 
Park property and the previous discussion and actions that have taken place regarding the 
lease. He shared that as a result from staff recommendation in November 2011, the Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department asked the Commission to direct staff to end negotiations 
renewing the lease and withdraw from the federally-owned property. Mr. Winegar stated 
that community stakeholders asked the Commission to reconsider the November 2011 
decision, and the Commission asked staff to answer several questions to help it decide 
whether or not to reconsider the action. OPRD staff worked closely with community 
stakeholders to develop answers to these questions (detailed in a report provided to the 
Commission). Mr. Winegar briefly explained the three options for Commission 
consideration: 
 

1. Allow the existing Commission action to stand and withdraw state park property from 
the federally-owned property. 

2. Operate the park at an acceptable level of service in collaboration with the community. 
3. Begin action to fully implement the master plan. 

 
Mr. Winegar shared that in working closely with and listening to community stakeholders, 
staff realized it is possible for Option 2—collaboration—to eventually help protect and 
improve existing recreation opportunities in an affordable way. This option would involve 
some initial public investment and a shuffling of local field staff, a move partially offset 
through cancellation of some maintenance contracts and volunteer labor. He said that in the 
view of staff, the collaboration option should be afforded the chance to succeed. 
 
Public Comment  
Provided by:   
Menno Kraai, Roger Brandt and Sue Williams, Illinois Valley Community Development 
Organization 
Daniel Dalegowski, Cave Junction, City Councilor  
Willa Gustavson, Cave Junction, former City Councilor   
Kenny Houck – Business Entrepreneurial Center, Cave Junction 
 
Public comment provided by the Illinois Valley community (as listed above) regarding 
development of the Illinois River Forks State Park requested and alternate action by the 
Commission as follows: 
“Adopt Option 2 in the attached report, and direct staff to pursue a minimum 10 year 
agreement with the Bureau of Land Management and the community nonprofit (the Illinois 
Valley Community Development Organization) to establish a collaborative process to 
manage and develop the entire 368 acre Illinois River Forks State Park as a single park that 
reflects the Centennial Horizon vision.” 
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The Illinois Valley Community Development Organization and other community members 
present discussed several issues regarding the development of the park, including:  
• Background on the closure 
• Relative impacts of closing the accessible riverside park 
• Suggested changes to the draft Park Systems Plan  
• Contributions to the mission at it relates to Centennial Horizon principles 
• Planning and management collaboration 
• Potential Non-local visitor spending  

 
Additional public comment was provided to the Commission in written form from local 
citizens and students from the Cave Junction elementary and middle schools.  
 
 
The Commission discussed the options presented by staff and by the Illinois Valley 
community.  
Discussion included the need for checkpoints and milestones, the ability to ensure that work 
is moving as quickly as reasonable and an agreement that the agency and the community 
will work together as aggressively as possible to work out the plan. 
 
The Commission confirmed that the action being taken was to:  
Adopt Option 2, Operate the park at an acceptable level of service in collaboration with the 
community; and direct staff to pursue any necessary agreements with the Bureau of Land 
Management and a community nonprofit (the Illinois Valley Community Development 
Organization) to establish a collaborative trial for long range management of the park; either 
party having a 6 month notice to opt out.  

 
Commissioner Brown moved to adopt Option 2 with the noted amendments. 
Commissioner Chalfant seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 
 

7. Rulemaking  
Richard Walkoski, Communications and Research  
 
Mr. Walkoski explained that divisions 10 and 15 of the OPRD administrative rules contain the 
majority of rules governing the operation of park land and visitor behavior on OPRD managed 
properties.  He said that past practice has been to open the rules on a case by case basis, when 
a serious matter arises. Mr. Walkoski said that this revision process has allowed OPRD to 
conduct business, but the lack of coordination has sometimes resulted in the rules being 
opened multiple times in a year which is not efficient and can result in confusion to the public.  
He explained that the goal is to move to a more structured process for revising divisions 10 
and 15, opening them on a biennial basis for clarification of language and the addition of 
needed rules.   
 

a) Request to go to rulemaking for  OAR 736-015 (Information)  
 
Mr. Walkoski stated that while there are no specific revisions that are currently 
needed in division 15 it is likely that changes made in division 10 may require a 
similar change in division 15.  He explained that in addition to division 10 changes, if 
the OPRD budget is approved with the fee increase package the new rates will have 
to be placed in the division 15 rules. Mr. Walkoski said that at the May Commission 
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meeting it should be clear what if any revisions will be necessary and staff will 
request permission to open division 15 if needed. 
 

b) Request to go to rulemaking for OAR 736-010 (Action)  
 
Mr. Walkoski said that staff had identified sections of division 10 that need clarification and 
revision in order to make the rules more effective and understandable by those who use them 
and those who are governed by them.  He stated that staff was requesting the Commission to 
open OAR 736-010 for rulemaking to clarify the rules and make operations more efficient.  
The initial proposed revisions were provided to the Commission.  

 
Commissioner Graves moved to approve the request to go to rulemaking for OAR 736-
010.  Commissioner Brown seconded. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 
           

8. Real Property  
 
a) Illinois River Forks (Possible Action)  

 This item was heard earlier in the agenda.  
 

b) Kam Wah Chung – Bentley Property (Information) 
Kammie Bunes, Acquisition and Property Management Specialist  
 
Ms. Bunes stated that the Bentley property is one of five acquisitions identified in the 
Kam Wah Chung master plan. She shared that the Bentley property is currently under 
appraisal and the owners indicated an interest in selling. Ms. Bunes said that the 
2011-13 biennium acquisition plan allowed for acquisition of the subject property at 
Kam Wah Chung and an action item to acquire the Bentley property could come 
before the Commission in May. 
 

c) Ona Beach Pipeline Installation  (Information)  
Kammie Bunes, Acquisition and Property Management Specialist  

 
Ms. Bunes provided background on a potential pipeline project that would run 
through Ona Beach property. She explained that the pipeline provides water to 
Newport and currently runs south through an ODOT right-of-way along the highway 
to Waldport. She added that the pipeline is about 50 years old and explained that a 
mainline pipe failure at the Beaver Creek bridge crossing would be catastrophic and 
would result in complete separation between the District’s northern and southern 
service areas. Ms. Bunes said that as a safety precaution, the District’s 2010 Water 
Master Plan recommends creating a redundant pathway for water supply between the 
northern and southern parts of the District. To complete this, the District has 
requested permission to install a new water transmission mainline through state park 
property using horizontal directional drilling (HDD) technology.  
 
Ms. Bunes shared that OPRD staff had discussed the proposal with the District’s 
engineer.  She said that the District’s preferred option would bring the mainline to 
within 50 feet of the park’s restroom facility; a second option is provided in case 
sensitive cultural resources preclude locating the line along the preferred route. She 
explained that either option could lead to a potential future easement request. 
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Additional cultural resources evaluation will guide a decision on the final option, 
which may include no action.   
 

 
9. Planning and Land Use 

 
a) Cottonwood Canyon Update (Information)  

MG Devereux, Projects Manager  
 
Mr. Devereux provided an update on planning efforts for Cottonwood Canyon State 
Park.   
He updated the Commission on land use, park opening, the Experience Center and 
highlighted major milestones and challenges.  
 

b) Cottonwood Canyon Initial Development, Construction Contract Approval (Action) 
Scott Nebeker, Technical Services Division Manager  
 
Mr. Nebeker said that the proposed project was construction of a Day Use Park, 
Maintenance Facility, Trails and Primitive Camp Loops at Cottonwood Canyon State 
Park.  He confirmed that staff was seeking Commission approval for award of a 
contract to Nutter Corporation in the amount of  $2,790,395.22 for base bid and all 
bid alternates.  The design and construction allows for future park expansion to meet 
the Cottonwood Master Development Plan.  
 

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Cottonwood Canyon Initial Development 
Construction Contract Approval.  Commissioner Chalfant seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously, 6-0. 

 
 
c) Tryon Creek/McIver Comprehensive Plan (Information) 

Mark Davison, Integrated Services Manager 
 
Mr. Davison provided an update focusing on the Tryon Management Unit; a separate 
update will be brought to the commission for the Milo McIver Management Unit. He 
shared that OPRD is developing the initial planning concepts for the management of 
resources and providing for recreation experiences at the Tryon Creek Management 
Unit. Mr. Davison said that staff will be conducting the next round of public meetings 
in early March.  At these meetings, the planning concepts will be presented for public 
review and comment prior to developing a draft plan ready for commission approval 
in summer 2013. 
 

d) Designating Brian Booth State Park (Action)  
Item 9d was heard earlier in the agenda.  

 
e) Bates Natural Resource Plan (Information) 

Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager 
 
Mr. Morgan provided an update on the Bates State Park Natural Resource 
Management Plan. He explained that the master plan was adopted in 2009; at that 
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time there were outstanding natural resource issues that the department had been 
tasked with addressing in a more comprehensive way. He shared that there were three 
planning goals that guided the development of the plan:  

• Protect and improve habitat in the forest and meadows, and along the creeks, 
river and Bates Pond;   

• Provide for recreation access and use in a manner that is compatible with 
natural and scenic resource protection and enhancement; 

• Interpret the history of the former town, the mill and Bates Pond, and efforts to 
improve the natural and scenic setting at the park.   

 
Mr. Morgan stated that additional natural resource inventories have been completed 
since the master plan approval. He shared that the plan summarizes the natural 
resources assessments and outlines management actions to protect and enhance the 
plant communities, wildlife habitat, and aquatic resources of Bates State Park. 
 

f) Tobacco Free Executive Order (Information)  
John Potter, Assistant Director of Operations  

 
Mr. Potter stated that on August 2, 2012 Governor John Kitzhaber issued Executive 
Order 12-13: Tobacco Free Properties in order to improve the health, wellness and 
productivity of employees, clients, volunteers and visitors.  He explained that in the 
Executive Order, the Governor encourages the Commission “to adopt policies by 
December 31, 2014 that limits or restricts the use of tobacco products at state parks 
and recreation areas to address wellness issues, and to reduce the risk of forest fires.” 
Mr. Potter said that an internal working group of park managers and other agency 
staff had been meeting to provide recommendations to the Commission to address the 
order.  Mr. Potter discussed the recommendations of the group and what the positive 
considerations and challenges were. He said that the next steps will be to have the 
executive team finalize its recommendations, create the necessary internal policy 
documents, and bring a request for rulemaking to the Commission as early as May.  
 

 
10.  Heritage & Community Programs  

 
a) Heritage Programs Report (Information) 

Roger Roper, Assistant Director of Heritage and Community Programs  
 
Mr. Roper gave an update on the Arch Cape Cannons and the Tryon Creek State 
Park’s Historic Cabins.  He said that the Arch Cape Cannon Advisory Team is 
working toward a final decision on where the two restored cannons will be housed 
when they return to Oregon. Mr. Roper shared that the Arnold Log Home and 
Guesthouse at Tryon Creek State Park have been vacant since OPRD took full 
possession of them in 2009. The cabins are located on a 9–acre parcel located along 
the western edge of Tryon Creek State Park. Mr. Roper said that on December 20, 
2012, OPRD staff met on site with members of the Friends of Tryon Creek State Park 
to tour the buildings and brainstorm about potential uses. 
 
Mr. Roper also briefly discussed the partners working together on the Blue Heron site 
and efforts by staff to review the grant application process.   
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11.  Reports (Information) 
a) Oregon State Fair Update   
b) Wallowa Dam 
c) Park System Plan – Final Report  
d) Centennial Horizon Project Update 
e) Snowy Plover Management Plan  
f) Economic Analysis – Final Corrected Report  

 
Reports in agenda Item 11were provided to the Commission as information only. There 
was no formal presentation or discussion on the reports. 
 
 
12. Commission Planning Calendar (Information)  
      
Baker City, Geiser Grand  
 
May 6 – Travel day   
May 7 – Work Sessions: Forest & Fire Management, Ethics Training             
               Tour: Sumpter Dredge, Baker County Parks Presentation – Main Line Trail 
May 8 – Executive Session and Business Meeting  
 

 
The Commission entered in to Executive Session at 2:00 p.m., following the business 
meeting.  
The Commission met in Executive Session to discuss acquisition priorities and opportunities. 
The Executive Session was held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e). The Executive Session was 
closed to the public. 
 
After a brief discussion in Executive Session the Commission agreed that the meeting could 
return to open session to discuss Prioritization of Real Property Transactions for 2013-15 
Biennium.  
 
 
Prioritization of Real Property Transactions for 2013-15 Biennium 
Kammi Bunes, Acquisition and Property Management Specialist 
Jim Morgan, Stewardship Manager  
 
Ms. Bunes led a discussion with the Commission regarding draft criteria for evaluating potential 
acquisitions 
and to seek guidance in finalizing those criteria.  
 
Discussion topics included:  

• Purpose  
• Authority 
• Criteria 
• Policy considerations 
• Current Process 
• Park System Plan  
• Relative Impact Criteria  
• Funding 
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• Endowment Properties 
• Proposed Process 
• Draft Criteria  

 
Director Wood stated that the presentation provided by Ms. Bunes will be updated with the edits 
requested by the Commission and will be included in the reports section of the May 2013 
agenda.   
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 
Chair Moriuchi made a motion to adjourn the January 2013 meeting at 2:34 p.m. 
Commissioner Brown seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 6-0 
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
Meeting of January 30, 2013 
Oregon City, Oregon 
 
Agenda Item 9d 
Designating Brian Booth State Park 
Remarks by John Potter, Assistant Director, Operations  
 
 
Good morning Chair Moriuchi, Commissioners, Director Wood, and Mrs. Booth; my name is 
John Potter, the Assistant Director for State Parks.  
 
I am privileged, honored, and humbled today to carry this agenda item for the Director and for 
staff regarding something that happens only in extraordinary cases.  It happens only when an 
individual has made long-term contributions to the State Park System and has had a significant 
and historic impact to the state.  Today I am asking you to consider a request to combine and 
permanently associate a great place with a great person.  
 
First, I would like to talk to you about a great place.  As you know, we have been conducting 
long-term comprehensive planning for two state park properties in Lincoln County: Ona Beach 
State Park and Beaver Creek State Natural Area.  These nearly contiguous properties have been 
planned together and make an ideal whole.  Ona Beach has long been popular for the walks on 
the beach along the ocean shore, for boating, and for fishing.  Beaver Creek State Natural Area, a 
newer acquisition for the state park system, is notable for its high quality wetlands, incredible 
upland habitat, and its abundant wildlife.  Together, people will in the future have an opportunity 
at this beautiful area to enjoy walks along the many trails, to paddle the creek, to walk along the 
ocean shore, and to enjoy and appreciate the abundant wildlife in the habitats of this property. 
We even hope, one day, to build a low-impact campground so that people might enjoy overnight 
stays as well.  All of this great opportunity on 1,200 acres, just 15 minutes south of Newport.  It 
is a special place where protection is ongoing, but already it has attracted significant attention 
and a great partnership with The Wetlands Conservancy, with the federal government, with other 
state agencies, and private landowners in the area as well.   
 
A great place, a great person: Brian Booth became the first chairman of the Oregon State Parks 
and Recreation Commission in 1990.  Twenty-three years ago this month, he convened a meeting 
at Tryon Creek State Park.  It was the first meeting of your body.  In his words at that meeting, it 
was the first time that State Parks was under the control of a committee charged solely with 
setting parks policy and direction, and he expressed the modest hope that by the end of their 
term, that Oregonians would say that they had made a difference. Mr. Booth served under three 
governors and took the department through a period of considerable hardship, and a crucible of 
hard times and funding challenges.  He committed thousands of hours to his belief in State Parks 
and the State of Oregon.   
 
I think that his philosophy, and really the culture of State Parks, is summarized in words he 
spoke at a talk he gave to the City Club in 1997.  I would like to read these to you: “Oregon State 
Parks have a great reputation for their beauty, safety, and cleanliness.  We may be the only part 
of state government that gets fan mail from all over the world, or at least we did until recently.  
That is why we are determined not to allow our park system to deteriorate any further.  We 
didn’t want to ruin the reputation that was developed over many years by employees with pride 
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in their work.”  So, Mr. Booth’s belief was that we offer a first class operation or not at all.  This 
idea, this dedication, this commitment, of course, eventually led to measure 66 and measure 76, 
and a permanent, stable public funding stream for the organization.  But he didn’t stop there; he 
was also a founding trustee of the Oregon State Parks Trust, now the State Parks Foundation.  He 
created another avenue, a way to supplement the public funding with private support.  This long 
commitment to maintaining and enhancing the financial health of our organization, of the State 
Park System, as well as Mr. Booth’s advocacy for many other aspects of what makes it attractive 
and meaningful to live in the state of Oregon were significant.  
 
There is opportunity today, for you, for Oregonians, to acknowledge that Mr. Booth not only 
made a difference, but that it was an extraordinary one.  So, the action that I am asking you for 
approval is to rename Ona Beach State Park and Beaver Creek State Natural Area to become 
Brian Booth State Park, in recognition of Brian Booth’s contributions to the Oregon State Park 
System and the state.  
  
 


	Business Meeting: 8:30 a.m.

