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The process to transition the Oregon State Fair and Exposition Center operations from the 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) to the Oregon State Fair Council (SFC) 
continues to move forward.  The nature of this transition is complex and dependent upon a 
number of factors that are outside of the control of OPRD.   

State Fair Council Agreements 

Senate Bill 7 (2013) that created the Oregon State Fair Council outlined several milestones to 
measure progress.  The two largest were an agreement between the SFC and the Department of 
Administrative Services for use of the land and facilities that the fairground occupy, and an 
agreement between OPRD and the SFC to outline how the transition process would occur.   Both 
agreements are complete.  After the 2014 State Fair the SFC and OPRD will create the final 
transfer processes.  The other milestones in SB 7 include a report to the legislature by October of 
2014, and then a progress report of profitability within the first 5 years of operation.  OPRD has 
no responsibility for the last two milestones. 

Staffing 

The SFC is in the process of hiring a CEO to take over operations of the grounds.  OPRD 
continues to oversee the business function until the SFC is ready to assume responsibility.  The 
CEO process is expected to conclude by the beginning of October.  Based on the SFC needs 
OPRD will begin to develop a transition plan for OPRD at the fairgrounds, June 30, 2015 is the 
last day that OPRD can expend funds on the grounds. 

2014 State Fair 

The 2014 State Fair is complete.  The fair was a unique delivery between OPRD and Hillman 
Consulting. Early indications are that the event was successful.  Attendance figures will be 
provided at the meeting.  The final revenue and expense statements will take several more weeks 
to reconcile. 
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