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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

November 18, 2015 
 

 
 
Agenda Item:  6a        Information  
 
Topic:    Bandon State Natural Area (update on proposed exchange) 
 
Presented by:    Chris Havel 
 

 
 
Since meeting in September 2015, a proposal to exchange a portion of the Bandon State Natural 
to Bandon Biota, a private business, has ended without resulting in the exchange of land. 
 
The proposal, which would have traded 280 acres of the property for a sum of cash and other 
land in the county, ended when Bandon Biota withdrew their proposal (see attached letter). The 
people of Oregon had already received some benefits through a series of agreements relate to the 
proposal. Bandon Biota provided $450,000 to match a federal grant awarded to acquire 13 acres 
at Whale Cove, and this property is now managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a 
wildlife refuge. The business also made two annual payments of $60,000 each ($120,000 total) 
to the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department to support its ongoing efforts to combat gorse, 
and invasive plant prevalent on the southern coast. The first $60,000 payment was invested on 
several south coast properties, and the second payment is scheduled to be spent in the coming 
months. These benefits are not refundable to Bandon Biota even though they have withdrawn 
their proposal. 
 
As of the date this brief is being written, two issues remain outstanding. First, in concert with the 
Department of Justice, we are discussing a few simple terms that will guide us to the final end of 
the project. Second, some repairs to the property are necessary since soils and plants were 
disturbed by Bandon Biota in mid-2014 as they gathered information from the park. The way the 
department and Bandon Biota share the expense of those repairs will be included in the final 
terms. If this separation document, and a report describing the disturbance, are final before the 
commission meeting, they will be added to this brief.  
 
 
 
Attachment:  Exhibit A – Letter from Bandon Biota withdrawing proposal 
 
Action Requested:  None. 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  Issuance of the Bandon Exchange order through agenda item 7a 
on April 9, 2014. 
 
Prepared by:  Chris Havel 
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Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission 

 
November 18, 2015  

 
 

 
Agenda Item: 6b              Information 
 
Topic:   Floras Lake State Natural Area – Sixes Ranch Property Acquisition 
 
Presented by:    Kammie Bunes 
 

 
 
Background 
The Sixes Ranch is located immediately south of Floras Lake State Natural Area (SNA) in Curry 
County.  The ranch is also bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the west, and the Sixes River to the 
south.  Cape Blanco State Park lies immediately south of the Sixes River.  In effect, the ranch lies 
between the two state park holdings.  It has been a property of interest to state parks for many years; 
however, the landowners had been uninterested in a sale, until now. The current owners wish to 
begin estate planning, which necessitates sale of a portion of the ranch, with the intent to continue 
farm and ranch operations on their remaining property.  
 
Property Characteristics 
After several months of dialogue and due diligence, department staff and the landowners are in final 
negotiations.  If negotiations are successful and the transaction is approved by the Commission, 
OPRD will acquire fee simple title to approximately 88 acres of forested oceanfront, combined with 
additional deed restrictions.  Although the property is zoned Forest Grazing and Beaches and Dunes 
Conservation, the landowners are eligible for homesite development through Measure 49. 
Acquisition would secure one-half-mile of shoreline; the only private oceanfront property for a 
stretch of approximately eight miles.  Private development of estate homes would forever change the 
view from the Oregon Coast Trail and Cape Blanco State Park, and introduce the possibility of 
conflicts between private owners and public use.   
 
The property provides the only opportunity for physical connectivity between Cape Blanco State 
Park to the south and Floras Lake SNA to the north. The fee title property will be absorbed into 
Floras Lake SNA via property line adjustments and managed for natural resource values, including a 
seral stage Sitka Spruce forest, which is potential habitat for the endangered Marbled Murrelett.  
Connections could be made to an existing trail within Floras Lake SNA if desired and determined to 
be compatible with natural resource values. This would create opportunity for a loop trail that would 
traverse the Sixes River headland and undulating bluff.  Public access will be via the beach or these 
trails.  Vehicular upland access through the landowners remaining ranch will be limited to park staff 
for management or emergency purposes only.    
 
Acquisition of this property has been recommended or supported in the following documents: 

• 2008 Cape Blanco Conservation Action Plan (TNC) 
• 2006 Acquisition Priorities Report (Oregon Parks and Recreation Department) 
• 2006 Oregon Conservation Strategy (Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife) 
• 2003 Curry County State Parks Master Plan (Oregon Parks and Recreation Department) 
• 2001 Western Snowy Plover Recovery Plan (US Fish and Wildlife Service) 
• 2001 Sixes River Watershed Action Plan (South Coast Watershed Council)  
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Acquisition Plan 
Due to budgetary constraints, the transaction has been structured in two phases, allowing for 
acquisition over two biennia.  The phases are conceptually depicted on the attached map and 
summarized below: 
 
Phase 1: Acquire fee title to 44 acres, a deed restriction on an additional 116 acres, and an Option to 
acquire Phase 2 by December 31, 2017. 
 
Phase 2: Acquire fee title to 44 acres plus a deed restriction on an additional 116 acres.    
 
 
Prior Action by Commission:  Addition of the Sixes Ranch to the list of acquisition priorities, April 
2014, Informational Item June 2015. 
 
Action Requested:  None.    
 
Attachment 1:  Map 
 
Prepared by:  Kammie Bunes 
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