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Barlow Road, Clackamas County, Historic Context
1845-1919

Historic Overview
Introduction W

The present document identifies and describes the historic context for the Barlow Road
emigrant route as it occurs on private and public non-U.S. Forest Service lands in Clackamas
County, Oregon. The context wasidentified by the major national importance of the emigraat route
and its subsequent regionally important rolein sertlement. This role persisted in many areas until its
ultimate passage into public ownership with associated major realignments and improvements.
Consequently, three themes are of primary interest under the Oregon Theme category as defined by
the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (1989: 2). These themes are “Immigration,” “Regional
Settlement,"and “LandTravel."

Temporal Boundaries: 1845 - 1919

Thetemporal boundaries begin with the initial “Immigration” theme date of 1845, whenthe
route was first traversed by its blazers and builders with the intent of finding an overland passage for
emigrant parties arriving from the United States as an afternate to the Cofumbia River Gorge water
route from The Dalles to the Willamette Valley. The ending date is 1919, the year the
“administration" of theroute was transferred from private partiesto the state government and also the
general period when the route underwent unprecedented improvements to enhance automobile travel
between Oregon City and Sandy and to the Mt. Hood resorts thus marking the end of the "Land
Travel"themeand completethe "Regional Settlement" along theroute.

Spatial Boundaries

The spatial boundaries of the study area essentially constitute a discontinuous corridor with
the east terminus at Summit Meadow high in the Cascades and the western terminus near sea level at
the townsite of Oregon City. The discontinuity owes to the exclusion of U.S. Forest Service lands
which were addressed in a previous study (Beckham 1978). The various individual segments of the
corridor are: Summit Meadows; the communities of Government Camp, Rhododendron and Faubion;
and, an essentially continuous segment from Zigzag to Oregon City. The study area lies completely
within Clackamas County and passes through the incorporated communities of Government Camp,
Rhododendron, Wemme, Sandy, Eagle Creek and Oregon City. Thecenterline of theroute is shown
on a series of topographic maps in Appendix 1. The width of the corridor is highly variable (ideally
600 feet with 300 feet to each side of a reconstructed emigrant road centerline) depending on the
natural and built environment from point to point. The boundary contains wagon road remains where
they still remain, the approximate route where road remains are no longer observable, locations of
early residences along this travel route, pioneer gravesites established along the road, and facilities
established along the routeto service pioneers and early travelers prior to 1920.

The information upon which this historic context is based is derived primarily from the 1990-
92 Barlow Road Inventory Project. A summary of the project's findings is presented in Appendix 2.
Detaitedresuttsof the project contain sensitive property owner and site location informaton and are
on file with Clackamas County. These records constitute four datasets: (1)a set of Oregon Inventory
of Historic Property site forms for each of the nine individual site segments found; (2) Property
Survey Reports for each property field inspected; (3) a set of management summary forms for each of
the 325 properties {ocated along the Bariow Road route; and, (4)a set of Clackamas County property
maps marked with the centerline of the Baclow Road.



Historical Background

The Setting

The Barlow Road is the fast overfand segment of the Oregon Trail. Opened in 1845, only
two years after the first, major emigration of 1843, for seven decades this route served emigrants
traveling overland into wester Oregonand Washington or, ultimately, later generations moving east
of the Cascades and provided access to numerous residential seitlements and the developing
recreational industry facilities of the Mt. Hood area. Overland emigration commenced in the 1840s
because of several factors. American settlersin that decade had pressed o the far edge of the eastern
woodlands, Committed tospeculation in lands and uncertain about the potentials of the open prairies,
where Indians, buffalo, fires, and storms posed existential threats, many responded favorably to the

prospects of Oregon Territory.

The publicity was good. The reports of William Siacum, an American government spy who
visited Oregonin 1837, of the Wilkes expedition which examined the regionin 1841, and of John C.
Fremont, who traveled the Oregon Trail in 1843 gave scientific authority to the good reports in the
lectures and letters of missionaries and fur seekers who had livedin theregion. Washington Irving's
Astoria (1836) and Adventures of Captain Bonneville (1837) as well as the widely-read journals of
Lewis and Clark (1814) had inspired interest in the region. Fremont's flowing narative,
accompanied by a series of handsome maps drawn by Charles Preuss, appeared as free documents
issued by the Government Printing Office in 1845 and validated the fondest of hopes about Gregon.

Other factors were also at play. The United States entered a major depression in 1837. This
economic dowaturn caught many debtors and pushed them tothe verge of bankruptcy. Some hoped
to sell out, cover their [osses, and start over again on the Pacific Slope. The reportedly healthy
climate of the Pacific Northwest beckonedto those beset with malarial fevers and the ague, seasonal
afflictions in the Mississippi Valley. Adventure drew the young and carefree. The prospect of a four
to six month trek and making do in a new land had considerable appeal for those with limited
respousibilities. The fure of free land, touted in publicity about a sertes of bills introduced in the
1840s by Sen. Lewis Linn of Missouri, inspired others to take their chances on Oregon. When the
Oregon Donation Act of 1850 passed, it confirmed the hopes of those who bad dreamed of free land
and spurred others to rush westward to secure claims before the law expired in 1855. The Oregon
Treaty of 1846 settled the question of sovereignty. The United States acquired title to the 49th
paraliel of lands from the Rockies to the Pacific. Settlersnow knew they were to remain Americansif
they movedto Oregon. ‘ ‘

A series of historical factors running deep in the history of the mid-nineteenth cemtury
frontier thus inspired thousands to set out, as one phrased it, "for the sundown diggings of the
West." The discovery of gold in California in 1848 and a succession of rushes to new finds of gold
and silver further contributed to the flow of travelers on the overland trails. The Barlow Road, as a
primary emigrant land route across the Cascade Range, drew countiess thousands of travelers and
played anintegral, nationallyimportantroleinthetransportation history of the American West.

As the main emigrant era passed and settiement spread out from the Willamette Valleyinto
the Cascade foothills, a new industry was introduced to the region catering to the recreationists.
Beginning during the latter period of non-motorized vehicle travel in the 1880s, entrepreneurs
developed a series of resorts and rest stops, ultimately serving the new auto-tour traffic along the
Barlow Road above Sandy during the first two decades of the 20th century. Descriptive accounts of
this experience are provided in Ivan M. Woolley's Off to Mt. Hood: An Auto Biography of the Old
Road (1959). This eastern segment of the Barlow Road was regionally significant for recreational
use from 1884 to 1919 when finally replaced by the state-constrocted Mt. Hood Loop Highway.



Regional Transportation Developments

The Barlow Road provides an excellent case study of the use and maintenance of overland
transportation developments in early Oregon history. The progression from primitive wagon roads
beginning in the 1840s to county market roads for automobiles in the 1920s eccurred in conjunction
first with the introduction of steamboat transportation and later with transcontinental railway systems.
The importance of transportation in the economic development of Clackamas County has been
underscored by arecent photographic summary (Kalani et al. 1987).

Early “settlement preceded establishment of effective government,” including support of
%ublic trapsportation systems, no matter how modest (Schwaates 1990: 96). In the 1840s, prior to
arlow Road, overiand transportation in the Oregon City area and the northern Willamette Valley
consisted of seasonal short roads or tracks leading from farms to the nearest river landing. During
the wetter months, "flooded lowlands, and swollen streams made wagon travel almost impossible”
(Dicken and Dicken 1979: 77). In the 1840s the region was characterized by "abominable roads,
uncertain shipping schedules, and distant markets” (Bowen 1978 78). Many early settlers had come
from areas in the United States where railroads and substantial roads were already established.
Conseguently, the primitive condition of travel was new to many and possibly deterred some
emigrants from coming to Oregon upon learning of the conditions.

Concern about access externally from the Willamette Valley was an early issue with the
Provisional Government of Qregon. The need to establish a wagon road into the Willamette Valley
was identified by the Provisional Governor George Abernethy to the provisional legisiature in
December 1845 (Winther 1950: 113). Over 600 documents related to the need for improved
transportation "in the form of bills, amendments to bills, legislative enactments, and petitions are
found among records of the provisional government, 1843-1849" (Winther 1942: 384). In the mid-
1840s, the Barlow Road was one of several wagon routes receiving support from the Provisional
Government's Commission of Roads (Dicken and Dicken 1979: 78). Because of road development
failures elsewhere in the Cascades, the Barlow Road has been labelied as the "first wagon road i
Oregon” (Wiather 1950: 115). Despite this initial achievement, itis likely very lile improvement
work was performed along the route by Foster and Barlow above Foster's land claim aad by the early
settlers west of Eagle Creek until the mid-1850s. Despite establishment of the early roads, settlers
remained highly dependent upon water-based transportation until the 1880s(Winther 1342:390).

The dire quality of overland transportation persisted through the 1850s as more seftlers
arrived and settlement expanded. As noted by Schwaates (1989: 19), “isolation was the fate of
immigrant settfers." The exodus of residents to the California gold fields hindered the ability to
improve transportation (as well as increase agricultural production). The territorial road
commissioners did little more than establish general road routes and set minimal requirements for
residents to take part in the road construction and maintenance program (Winther 1950 124). For
years even the best roads were primitive with steep grades and impassable locations with wet
‘weather; they often simply served only as pack trails, Heavy rainsin hilly areas routinely washed out
theterritorial roads(Dicken and Dicken 1979: 96).

By the early 1850s the growth in the Oregon economy placed increasing demands on
improved transportation systems. Along the coast this included charting harbor entrances and
estuaries and laying plans for lighthouses. In the interior the matter of grading and surfacing trails
became a new priority. This "surfacing” was especially important on routes like the Barlow Road
where travel in inclement weather often was impossible. Planked or corduroyed roads proved of
temporary value since soil washed out from underneath (Dicken and Dicken 1979: 96). An
alternative—an expensive one—wastolay milled planks as a road surface. Multnomah County made
such an investment when in 1856 it completed a plank road from the productive Tualatin Valley via
Canyon Way to Portland. Road making, bridge construction and ferry operation proved inseparable



from the local economy's stability, For the most part, however, roads in the 1850s remained
impassable during the rainy season (Winther 1950: 124, 384).

These dismal transportation conditions had economic repercussions. Although produce
quickiy became abundant in the late 1840s and the 1850s with the development of farming acrossthe
floor of the Willamette Valley, the economy remained pootr with a lack of goods, cash, and markets
(Johansen and Gates 1967; 212). Lack of both markets and viabie means to transport commodities,
some farmers left their crops torot in the field (Fite 1966: 138). Infact, Bowen (1978: 89) notedthat
increases inagricuitural production did not keep pace with population growth, perhaps largely owing
to the poor transportation systems. With the limited markets available and poor transportation, the
amount of improved acreage was fess than 40 acres per farm. As time passed, few Oregonians filed
in the 1860s and the 1870s on homesteads, owing, in part, that most good land with access to

ion and markets wasalready in the hands of claimantsunderthe Donation Land Act, Even
in 1900 the average size western Oregon of farms was 100 to 150 acres (Fite 1966: 155).

Substantial public financing for roads began in 1859 with statehood. The state--securing
sections 16 and 36 in each township--dedicated a percentage of proceeds from land sales to road and
relatedtransportationimprovements. Still, private financing continued through the 1850s in spite of
the labor intensive character of these activities. Terrain, climate, and vegetation remained major
factors through the next few decades (Carey 1922: 682). During this period tens of thousands of
American farmers chose prairie lands on the Great Plains rather than settling in the Pacific Nortirwest.
Access to markets was undoubtedly a factor in those decisions. With the questionable usability of
passes across the Coast and Cascade mountains, Oregon pioneers remained relatively isofated from
regional markets. The Rockies and vast Great Basin further divided them from eastern sale

ities, atfeast, until the construction of railroad systems. Oregonians feit a constant pressure
to find quicker and better ways to get to market. Geography, however, dictated against such
achievement uatit overcome by major construction and steam technology. Thus commercial wagon
freighting never developed extensivelyin western Oregon. As aresult, road development also moved
stowly (Winther 1950: 126).

By the mid-1850s widespread stagecoach service linked communities acrossthe Willamette
Valley and provided direct connections south viatheUmpqua and Rogue valleys to Sacramento. By
1853 the U. S. Topographical Engineers had surveyed and commenced construction on a wagonroad
via the Cowlitz watershed from Fort Vancouver to Fort Steilacoom on Pudget Sound. In 1855 the
Topographical Engineers surveyed and constructed the Military Portage Road between Fort
Vancouver and the Upper Cascades along the north bank of the Columbia River. This route
improved transportation through the Gorge and helped link the Walla Walla country to the region
west of the Cascade Mountains. These improvements and the development of traces across passes in
the Cascade Range in Washington Territory began to diminish use of the Barlow Road, In 1860 the
California Stage Company, part of the Butterfield system betweeq California and the East Coast,
extendedits serviceto Portland. This line thus avoided the Gorge and the Cascade Mountains and
offered, at least for passengers, a through connection across the continent (Winther 1950 263).

The development of steamboat and portage services inthe Gorge of the Columbia River aiso
bhad important impact on use of the Barlow Road. In 1850 entrepreneurs established a north bask
portage system between the Upper and Lower Cascades. They steadily improved this route from
mule-drawn cart on a tramway to a full portage system with warehouses, inclines, hotels, and
steamboat connections. In 1855 Joseph Rucked and Harrison Olmstead launched a competing poriage
operation along the Oregon shore from the Upper Cascades to the mouth of Tanner Creek. At the
Middle Cascades they constructed an incline and warehouse to served steamboats in those months
when vessels could ascend beyond the upper ead of Bradford Istand. These improvementscompeted
with the Barlow Road. They created relatively safe, efficient, and speedy connections for both
passengers and freight. Cost for services, however, was the major element, The portage compasies
literally charged "all the traffic would bear” (Gill 1924).



In 1860 the Oregon Steam Navigation Compasy consolidated portage interests in the Gorge.
The clever manipulations of Capt. John Ainsworth and his partners led to a takeover of the Bradford
& Company operations on the north bank of the Columbia and, at the same time, purchase of the
Ruckel and Olmstead line along the Oregonshore, Ainsworth then traveled to California, purchased
a small focomotive, the “Oregon pony," obtained track, shipped materials to the Gorge, and
constructedin 1862 a portage railroad along the base of the cliffs from Tanner Creek east to present
Cascade Locks, Oregon. With its steamboats and Gorge raifroad, the O. 5. N. Company emerged
during the Civil War as the region's transportation monopoly. The discovery of gold in Idaho and
Montana in 1862 and the rushes to that region fueled the flow of goods and passengers and
confirmed the value of the company'sinvestments, The Bartow Road thus by the Civil War became
the “poor man's" route ot trace, perhaps more useful for ivestock drovers. It was an arduous, time-
consuming, but cheaper aiternative to the Columbia Gorge (Minor and Beckham 1987 @ 3-29;
Poppleton 1908: 274-304).

During the years 1845-59 water-based transportation developed steadily. Entrepreneurs
constructed or imported steamboats to ply Pudget Sound and the tidal sections of the Columbia and
Willamette rivers. The rise of the Oregon Steam Navigation Company in the 1860s confirmed the
peed foranintegrated transportation system linking water and land routes. The company flourished
aatil its safe to the Oregon Railway and Navigation Company in 1880 and that firm's ambitious
expansion programs 1o secure transcontinental rail service (Johansen 1941). The Barlow Road did
not figure inthe calculus of these new energies. A seasonal route with limited potential of profits, the
old emigrant trace acrossthe Cascades provided scant competitionfor thoseputling down vast profits
from the flow of commodities and passengers via the Gorge.

In the 1870s, however, new factors had impact on the maintenance and use of the Baclow
Road. By 1868 settlers had commenced moving to the Crooked River and Ochoco region of Central
Oregon. Others had filed on lands in the Klamath Basin. Inthe 1870sa rush of claimants poured
into the well-watered remnant lakes of south-central and southeastern Oregon. These settlers had one
viable product--fivestock fed onthe fush meadow grass of the oasis settings in Oregon's high desert
country. The eastward flow of settlers to this new frontier and the westward flow of their cattle,
sheep, and horses to markets brought new use to the Bariow Road. In spite of its mud and leagth, 1t
was the cheaper afternative to the expensive transit of the Gorge (Oliphant 1968: 128; Fite 1966:
150).

Developers had long considered & north-south railroad from the Cofumia River to the
Sacramento Valley. Those dreams led to the organization of the Oregon & Catifornia Railroad
Company and a burst of constructionin the early 1870s. Hopes for 2 West Coast system, however,
foundered in the Panic of 1873. The O & C suspended construction it Roseburg and, for a decade,
coped with freighters and stagecoach operators to bridge the uncompleted miles in its tines. The
completion of the O & C and the securing of connections east via the Columbia Plateau in the 1880s,
however, drew the Pacific Northwest into the national economy and a post-frontier world (Schwastes
1990: 207).

Railroads stinralated a great populationinflux inthe 1880s, probably leading to the numercus
road surveysin Clackamas County by Meldrum in the 1890s. Stll, wagons continued to provide a
fupdamental means of transportation in raral Oregon until automobiles arrived after the turn of the
century, but now more capitat was avaitable for development of public roads, Travel during the rainy
season contimued to be slow, depending on how many trees had fatlen and how flooded the streams
were. The lengthy sections of corduroyed road were so rough that passesgers had to be tied to their
seats (Winther 1950: 301). Ata “Good Roads" convention in Portland in 1896 it was stated that no
"good” wet weather roads yet existed in Oregon (Dicken and Dicken 1979: 114). Some surveyed
roads were little more than tracks, passable only during dry weather,



Instm, the need for improved transportation was critical untif the coming of railroads. Until
that time, “the construction of corduroy, graveled and plain dirt roads, the building of bridges, the
establishment ferry service, and extension of steamship communication occupied the efforts” of the
early settiers (Winther 1950: 302). "As a whole, the history of transportation before 1890 had a
Erofound effect upon the lives of people who lived in and helped to build an important region -- the

acificNorthwest" (Winther 1950: 302). Despite the primitive siature of travel characterized by the
Barlow Road for over a half century of use, it was still heiled by contemporaries for its historic rofe
in the settlement of Oregon (Barfow 1902).

It was not until the advent of autos after 1910 that aroad improvement boom was effective in
significantly enharcing year round travels (Dicken and Dicken 1979: 139). Until 1917t was stilf the
primary focus of counties to grade agd drain roads with lLittle surfacing (Dicken and Dicken 1979:
140). Of the 37,000 miles of road inventoried in Oregon in 1914, 32,000 were unsurfaced. With
passage of the Federal Aids Act of 1916, Federal matching funds beganto be made available for road
construction (Dicken and Dicken {979: 140). By 1914 an agricultural boom period was underway
(Speulda 1990: 18). In 1919, the State law addressed the funding of a county market road system
that was designed to enhance automobile travel and introduced the modern road construction erain
Clackamas County. Associated with these occurrences was the transition in road construction
techniques in the 1910s in Clackamas Couaty from the mule-pulled slipscrapers to “pull graders”
powered by crawler tractors (Kalant et. al 1987). During the 1920s Clackamas County built about 40
market roads using state tax dollars to acquire rights-of-way and building and maintaining roads.

Emigrant Experiences

Forthefirst time, and often for the only time in their lives, dozens of Oregon Trail travelers
sensed they were participating in history and recorded their experiencesin diaries or journals. Others
after the factfelt that their transit of the continent was sufficiently significant to dictate or write their
reminiscences of theirtravel experience. These primary accounts, supplemented by a few letters,
serve as a time machine to decribe the route, conditions, time, and tnals of travel on the Barlow
Road.

The cast of characters who passed over this road and wrote of their expetiences is a window
to Oregon history. Joel Palmer, one of the principal explorers laying out the route with Samuel X,
Barjow in 1845, published his detailed diary as Journal of Travels Beyond the Rocky Mountains
(1847). Palmer recounted the frustrations and hard labor necessary to drag wagons to the Barfow
Creek watershed and the decision to cache possessions and proceed by horseback and foot to the
Willamette Valley until axemen could open a trace through the Zigzag and Sandy watersheds the
following year, Palmer returned to the East, emigrated with his family to Oregon, and served from
1853-56 as Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

Other travelers included Abigail Scott Duniway, an 1852 emigrant, who turned her Oregon
Trail diary into Captain Gray's Company (1859), one of Oregon's first novels. Duniway was one of
a distinguished family. Her brother, Harvey Scott, served for decades as editor of the Oregonian
She founded The New Northwest, a newspaper dedicated to the cause of suffrage, traveled and
lectured widely, authored poems and essays, and nltimately helped Oregon women secure the right to
vote in 1912, Esther Ruth Lockhart, an 1852 traveler of the Barlow Road, became the first white
womaa to settle on Coos Bay and was the first school teacher on Oregon's southern coast. William
J. Watson, an 1849 emigrant, turned his diary into the Journal of an Overland Journey to Oregon
ane of several guidebooks which served later travelers. [See Appendix 3 for selections from the
diaries of Barlow Road travelersin the project area. |

Most travelers over the Baclow Road shared a similar experience. If possible, they camped
overnight at Gate Creek or Tygh Valley. They attempted torest their livestock and lighten their Joads
by abandoming any uaneeded items. Early the next day they set out for a long drive up the eastern



stopes of the Cascades to reach White River where they camped along the western bank below the
mouth of Barlow Creek. If all went well, the next day they advanced to the upper reaches of Barlow

Creek and camped inthe deep forest east of Barlow Pass. After about 1860 2 forest fire in that area
created what emigraots called "The Deadesing,” a site subsequently known as Devil's Half Acre.

The third day travelers pressed over Barlow Pass and descended to Summit Meadow. Their livestock
were desperately hungry but found only “sour" sedges or browse.of cot willow and alder limbs.

The fourth day often proved a trial: the transit of the boggy lower slopes of Mount Hood
where, in 1849, the U.S. Army's Mounted Riflemen were compelled to ahandontheirheavilﬁr-ioaded
wagons and cache military supplies at what later became kaown as Government Camp. If a slow
wagon got in the way, or if oxen died, as was sometimes the case, travelers might be caught on the
one-way trace on Laurel Hill and havesospend the night literallyin the middle of the road. K fucky,
however, they made the difficult descent of Laurel Hill and passed down the Zigzag drainage to camp
at asmall clearing near the present Rhododendron, or, by the 1870s, near the Tollgate just east of that
community. The fifth day involved a long drive but usually goodroad. By 1848 most travelers took
the south bank route, passing dows the south bank of the Sandy River to above its confluence with
the Salmon River. There they forded to the north bank, passed through heavily forested Mensinger
Bottom , ascended the Devil's Backbone, and pushed on to the second crossing of the Sandy River.
And on the sixth day -- provided all had gone well -- they ascended the hiliside to preseat Sandy and
drove onto Philip Foster's farm at Eagle Creek. '

The diaries of travelers confirm a number of variations on this pattern of travel. Some began
theirtransit of the Barfow Road with such jaded teams that they could not keep up so swift a pace.
Others were compelled to abandon their wagons when their livestock died and walked the last miles
with their few possessions into western Oregon. Some who traveled only on horseback made an
even more rapid transit of the Barlow Road. [Appendix 3 illustratesthe range of experiences. ]

A History of the Development and Improvements of the Barlow Road Course
Introduction

Use of the original Bariow Road route in its entirety, as pioneered in 1845 and uvsed by
wagons in 1846, was short-lived. According to emigran: diaries, the difficult north bank route from
present-day Rhododendron to just above Brightwood was largely abandoned by late summer of 1847
in favor of crossuzg the Zigzag River at the Rhododendiron location. Henceforth the road followed
the south bank of the Zigzag and Sandy rivers past present-day Wildwood Park before crossing to the
porth bank. From there the emigrants followed the original 1846 route along the north baak of the
Sandy River, passing over Devils Backbone by generally following the current Marmot Road
alignment, crossing the Sandy & second time near the fater location of Revenue's Bridge, and then
generatly following the later route of Ten Eyck Road, Tupper Road, and the Sandy-Woodburn
Highway to Philip Foster's farmstead at Eagle Creek. From Foster's farmhouse to Oregon City, the
route is now followed by Doty Road to Fethammer's Ford on the Clackamas River, Feldhammer
Road, Springwater Road and Baker's Ferry Road to Clear Creek, and then Dick Drive, Holcomb
Road and Abernethy Road. The above description gives the appearance that much of the old road has
evolved as a primary part of the current road setwork. However, given the changes in modes of

ion (from wagonsto motor vehicles), increased knowledge of local geography (particularly
hydrologic factors), and enhanced road construction techniques, mumerous significant alterationsia
the route were made throughtime,

Maintenance and improvement of the many segments of the Barlow Road course in
Clackamas County were addressed variously. Maintenance of the route west of Phulip Foster's was
first left totocal residents and later to governmental entities. The entcepreneurial efforts oa the road
east of Foster's enjoyed a much higher history of visibility, but probably were no more effective in
makingtheroutefunctionat.
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Focusing first on the route east of Foster's and later east of Sandy, several organizations
attemptedmaintenanceand development for profit. Effosts toward establishment of a passable, and
profitable, road began in 1846 with Samuel Barfow and Philip Foster as the road charter holders.
Barlow soon leased to others in 1848, including Foster and Joseph Young, a nearby neighbor of
Foster's on the Barlow Road near the Feldheimer Ford on the Clackamas River, Maintenance was
apparently minimal to the dismay of emigrants through the 1850s. In 1858, Foster, Francis
Revenue, Stephen Coalman and Samue! Hiple organized the "Cascade Bridge and Toll Road
Company." Coalman, a nearby resident of Revenue's in the late 1800, remained a key figore in
Bariow Road management for 40 years (Gruel 1975: 20-21). Upon statehood in 1859, the road
company reincorporated asthe "Mount Hood and Barlow Toll Road Company.” In 1862 it was
replaced by the "Mouat Hood Wagon Road Company” which sooz was replaced by the "Cascade
Road and Bridge Company” in 1864, incorporated by Joseph Young, Egbert Olcow, Stephen
Coalman, Frederick Sievers and Francis Revenue, all property owners along the route east of the
Clackamas River. In 1882, the road was deeded to the “Mt. Hood and Barlow Road Company”
which appareatly had sufficient capital to open successfuily the south bank segment between Sandy
and the Salmon River thus avoiding the Devils Backbone. During the 1890s the fegality of collecting
tolls on the undeeded road was debated, but the tolls persisted. Henry Wemme purchased the road
shortly after the torn of the century, and, with the advent of more intensive antomobile traffic, he
opened the road to free travel in 1915, Shortly after Wemme's deathin 1917, the road was deeded to
the State of Oregonin 1919 at the time the Mount Hood Loop Highway east of Sandy superceded it.

The various toligates were part of the entreprenueral effort. From 1846 to 1870 the tollgate
{ocation varied among Gate Creek east of Mt. Hood (1846-1852), Francis Revenue's Dosation Land
Clsim (1853-1865), and the Summit House at Summit Prairie (1866-1870). After 1870 uatit 1915
when tolt ceased tobe collectad, the tollgate was located ashort distance east of Rhododendron.

The many revisionsto the route both east and west of Foster's by the territorial government
and county are described below.

e1l dOfficePlats

The General Land Office plat maps provide essentially the first depiction available of the
early road courses. The routes were apparently without substantial realignment since their initial
establishment in the mid-1840s, though in some cases petitions for change had been submitted by
settlers prior to the plat surveys. The meaas for reestablishing already blazed routes were minimal
during this period of early settlement. Until 1849 the settiers were uader a provisional government
which offered no services regarding assistance in the development transportation routes. The
subsequent territorial government, operative through the 1850s, actually offered little more than
approval of petitioned routes. The earliest land subdivision survey along the route was in 1852 for
the township (T2S, R2E) containing Oregon City. Two roads are identified leading east through the
Holcomb Hill area, the "Oregon City to Foster's" road representing the emigrant route, and the
"Oregon City to Mattoon's Mills" road, located lessthan 1/2 mileto the south linking Oregon City to
farms and mills to the southeast. A portion of the latter road closely approximates the current
Holcomb Road alignment. An 1852 territorial road survey (X-88) realigned the Mattoon's Mills
road, in essence more fully creating modern day Holcomb Road and supplaating the Barlow Road
course west of Clear Creek. As aresalt, most of the Barlow Road route between Clear Creek and
Oregon City likely saw use by emigrant traffic only between 1846 and 1852 before abandonment. It
is afso likely the emigrant route only served as a road for a very brief time before 1846 since
settlement did not spread eastward from Oregon City uatil about the time of the Barlow Road
establishment as described below. The original road course probably followed previous American
Indian and pioneer trails through the hilly and wooded area.



The region from Clear Creek eastward to Sandy (128, R3 & 4E; T3S, R3 & 45) was
surveyed by LaFayeute Carteein 1855. The survey in the Springwater area from Clear Creek to the
Feldheimers Ford on the Clackamas River reveals a mumber of roads serving the early settlements by
1855. Besides the Barfow Road, there existed precursors to modern day Springwater Road, 2
portion of Hattan Road and a number of roads leading to the south. East of the Clackamas River,
road development appears less advanced, particularly east of Eagle Creek toward Sandy where the
Barlow Road is the only road idemified by the surveyors. The major road from Philip Foster's
northward toward Milwaukie is not shown at this time.

East of Sandy, the initial cadastral surveys occurred gradually later in time as settlementmore
slowly pro%r;ssed eastward up the Sandy River drainage. In 1860 scrve%ors in the Devils Backbone
area(T2S, RSE)identified onlythe “Road from Willamette Valleyto the alles," and in 1872 farther
east toward Brightwood (T2S, R6E] the only existing route was the “Road from Portland to the
Datles" which followed the original Barlow Road route on the gorth bank of the Sandy River. In
1882, the initial survey in the Welches area(T25, R7E) identified the "Old Toli Road Across Cascade
Mountains" on the north bank of the Sandy and Zig Zag rivers and the "Old Barlow Road" on the
south bank. By 1898, only the south bank route, called “Mt. Hood Toll Road," was shown in the
Rhododendronvicinity.

Territorial and County Road Surveys

Uponinitial setiement of Oregoninthe 1840s and the continued spread of settlements from
the Wiflamette Valley into the surrounding woodland areas through the next few decades, the
importanceof road development and maintenance became paramount for farmers to traqsport goods
to markets and to ports for shipment. Therefore, it was in the interest of the settlers to petition for
formal survey and recognition of road courses to facilitate the use of public funding and/or public
labor support as provided by law to maintain the routes and for formal public recognition of the
courses.

As highlighted by the settlement patterns described above, different demands on a road
network occurred west of Philip Foster's claim across predominaatly fevel farm lands than the
mountainousterrain to the east. Therefore, the discussion of developments in the road course after
1850 witl be organized in two sections based upon this geographic and settfement distinction. In
addition, demands forroad improvment in the two regions were stimulated by different factors. West
of Foster's, petitions to the territorial government and early county government in the 1850s and
1860s were, from the beginning, stimulated to increase access of settlements to markets; in other
words they were setttement-oriented. East of Foster's, petitions which began in the 1860s were
siimulated by the commercial interest to improve travel over the toll road through the Cascades.
However, as settlement occusred between Foster's and Sandy through the 1860s and roads were
established from the rapidly growing town of Portland to Sandy, the function of the road between
Sandy and Foster's became more settlement oriented rather than iong distancetravel. For this reason
the route segment between Foster's and Sandy actually represents & traasition area, consisting of
rolling farmland with reasonable early accesstomajortransportation routes. The factor of enhancing
travel to the Mt. Hood area continved to dominate the route east of Sandy into and through the

twentiethcentury.

Oregon City to Springwater Settlements. As early as April, 1851, settlers east of Oregon City
began petitioning forimprovedroads to their farms and mills. On April 4, Almond Holcomb and a
nuraber of other settlers petitioned for anewly aligned road from Abernethy Bridge in Oregon City to
a Clackamas River crossing at Joseph Church's mill in the present Barton area, downstream from
Feldheimers Ford. From the river it was to continue toward Philip Foster's and an intersection with
the “Mounthood road.” In response to the petition, a survey (T erritorial Road X-88) was performed
in February, 1852. The 1852 ptat map for the township indicates the new road was apparently not
establisheduntil after that summer. Based on the survey notes for X-88, as plotted in 1980 by the



unty survéyors office, this route established the current Holcomb Road alignment, essentially
reahgnmg the Barlow Road to the south as much as 122 mile in some locations. The survey
established Holcomb Road all the way east to Hattan Road with a sow abandoned but stilidentifiable
segment following a ravine to the point of intersection. Apparently this ravine was avoided by the
imtial emigrant route because of its wet and narrow character. As evidenced by several bank cuts
along the lower ravine segment, some degree of "construction” activity was necessary to extend the
road directly down the ravine to Hattan Road, avoiding going over the Moss Hill area. This
expansion of Holcomb Road continued to be shown on 2 1934 Metsker map for the area. Today,
fong term residents in the Clear Creek and Springwater area recall traveling to Oregon City earlier in
this century by the now-abandoned western segment of Holcomb Road. A short distance east of
Hattan Road the new 1852 road course apparently joined the Barlow Road alignment st the crossing
of Clear Creek. Unfortunately, the very brief territocial road survey notes do not make reference to
existing developments along the route. ! Apparently, this early survey did establish a river crossing at
the Barton area, possibly jyust dowastream from the current bridge location according to long-term
localresidents.

Other early road concerns by the settlers are reflected by the 1853 petition for Territorial
Road X-57 from the "Springwater Settlement area” to Oregon City. No maps or field notes are
present in county files indicating no actual survey of such a route at that ime. In 1864 another
alteration of the Barlow Road route was proposed from John Foster's claim eastward along the
current Bakers Ferry Road route to Charles Chase's settlement near present Barton Bridge, then
crossing the river to intersect the road from Philip Foster'sto Portland. Again, no map or field notes
are present indicating the petition may not have been acted upon. By 1866 another survey was
performed establishing yet another crossing of the Clackamas River between Clear Creek and
Feldheimers Ford. The route (Road No. 10) established much of the current Springwater Road
alignment by.crossing the ClackamasRiver at "Grim's Ford" abouta mile east of the mouth of Clear
Creek, joining the current Springwater Road alignment at the sharp bend in the road one mile east of
ClearCreek, then progressing southeastward to Harding's Milf (now known as Fishers Mill). The
surveyors noted crossing the "lage between Artiror and Wheeler” which is likely the old emigrant
route upon which William Arthur and Solomon Wheeler had established their donation land claims.
The location of theintersectionin the survey appears to be in the vicinity of the current Springwater
Road and Bakers Ferry Road intersection. Like Feldheimers, there is no bridge today in vicinity of
the Grim's Ford location.

In the following year (1867) the above-mentioned road between Wheeler's and William
Arthur's was the subject of a survey itself. A survey for Connty Road No. 14 constituted “alteration
of road leading from Philip Foster's, 1o Oregon City, commencing near S. Wheelers, and ronning to
E. bank of Clear Creek” across “Arthur's Prairie.” As described in the notes, the proposed revision
extended from an existing “road in the vicinity of Solomon Wheelers thence to the Northeast corger
of M. G. Wills [and thence onthe line between Dr. John Weich and the said Wills land to the western
Side of Present improvements. Thence on a Southwest course to the Clear Creek Hill there
intersecting with the old road.” The petitioners of Pedigo, Isaac Foster and Brammer fouad “the
Ground Better and the Labor Princeply done towards Opening it for travel” on July 16, 1867. Itis
also of interest that the petitioners claimed to have satisfied the requirement of one day per service of
residents toward improvement of the transporiation system by stating that, "We certify that we were
occupied one day each in the above work.” A listing of 1867 "Arthurs Prairie” residents was
provided as signatories to the petition. Unfortunately, the map and notes are too sketchy to be more
useful in identifying the original route and the Welch and Wills property locations are not showa on

maps,

Another extensive survey was performed in the 1880s between Foster's and the Baker's
Ferry area. In 1883, a survey for County Road No. 207 was performed extending from near the
Eagle Creek crossing of the Barlow Road " following the north bank of the Clackamas River to a
crossing in the Barton area, then reestablishing the 1852 surveyed portion of Bakers Ferry Road
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before joimig the old emigrant route west of Foster Creek vefore coursing northward, crossing lower
Ctear Creek and terminating at the Clackamas River crossing just downsiream from the mouth of
Clear Creek. This alignment further establishes the Barton crossing and Bakers Ferry Road avoiding
Feldheimers Ford and Eagle Creek crossing and only corresponding tothe old emigrant road between
Clear Creek and Foster Creek.

Called the "Crisswell and Milwaukie Road" in 1894, Springwater Road was resurveyed with
minor realignments (Road No, 429). A more comprehensive resurvey of the Springwater settlement
area was performed by County Road survey no. 514 in 1900. Inctuded in the resurvey were the
"Crisswell and Milwankie Road" {curent Springwater Road), "Harding Mill and Springwater
Settlement Road" (current Harding Road), and “Bakers Ferry and Eagle Creek Road" (Bakers Ferry
Road). Also identified was Gerber Road. Essentially the modern day road network was now
established andthe original Barlow Road route was targely abandoned in this region. A description
of the state of the road system the previous fifty or more years was provided by surveyor Meldrum in
1900 who noted that the original survey had "been pocrly established of perishable material . . . with
nothing left to mark its focation on the ground other than the roadway as opened and teavelled.” No
remarks are made about crossing the old enrigram route in the area which the surveyors must have
done. Meldrum had previously made similar remarks on another survey (County Road No. 5i1}in
the area in 1899 by noting a "present travelled road probably not on any survey. "

The Aberaethy Road location along the north bank of Abernethy Creek appears established
by 1852 with only minor alterations occurring afterward. Aa example 1s County Road survey no.
245 in 1885 which indicates the route was labelled Holcomb Road to a point west of the cumrent
Rediand Road intersection where it was joined by Abernethy Road from the southeast, The 1885
survey more closelyestablished the current intersectianiocation.

Foster's to Feldheimer's. Beginning in 1867, attention beganto be paid tothe portion of the originat
emigrant route between Foster's and Feldheimers. The segment west of Foster's across Eagle Creek
and the Clackamas River was reestablished as part of the County Road No. 18 survey. ln Juge
1867, residents requested a "good" road commencing at Cutting's Mill south of the Bartow Road,
extending northward to the "Oald Emigrant Road" and followiog the old road at “Feldhamer's”
crossing of the Clackamas River onto Philip Foster's, “Feldhamer's” place was shown on the right
"east" bank of the Clackamas River (contrary to homestead records which places it on the west bank
in 1872) and "Hoss Heven Road to Oregon City" foliowing the top edge of the upper river terrace
west of the river along the current Springwater Road alignment. After crossing the river to the east
the surveyed road generally followsthe current Doty Road alignment across Eagle Creek to Foster's.
The survey notes mention a bridge at the Eagle Creek crossing and intersecting a "county road leading
to Portland" 31 chains (less than 1/2 mile) before terminating at Foster's. Other establishments noted
along the route include Asa Stone's, and A. and C. P. Mattoon's south of the intersection of the

posed road with Barlow Road on the west bank of the Clackamas River, Lynn's on the east bank
of the Clackamas, J. Young's on the upper terrace of the east side of the Clackamas, Githens'
betweenClackamasRiver crossing and Eagle Creek crossing, and Foster's and Burnett's at present
day Eagle Creek commuaity.

Later in 1878 Feldhammers Road on the west bank of Clackamas River was forther
reestablishedby County Road No, 146 survey. Based on an 1878 petition by Feldhammer, the
survey of "Felshammer Road" ran from the west bank of the Clackamas River at "Feldhamer Ferry”
in a southwest direction to the intersection of the “old road"” across the southeast corner of
"Waterburry claim.” According toCtackamas Couaty Serveyor Dexter Miloe in a 1980 fetter, Road
No. 146 is 2 1878 "re-establishment of a segment of former Road No. 18, established in 1867 which
itself confirmed a pre-existing road." Therefore, there exists 2 “legal connection” of present
Feldheimer Road to former Road No. 18. In 1898, another resurvey was performed for the Doty
Road segment west of Foster's as County Road #492 survey, described as “the survey of a road
leading from the Foster and Milwankie road near Eagle Creek P.O. To a junction with the Heiple
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road." The alignment basically follows today's route as aiready established by previous surveys,
crossing Eagle Creek where "asteel wagon skeinat N. end of bridge” is noted, and continuing across
much of the flat between the Eagle Creek and Clackamas River crossings to where it approaches the
descent toFeldheimers Ford.

Foster's to Sandy and the South Bank Route. In the continuing effort to establish a profitable toll
road acrossthe Cascadestothe Willamette Valley settiements, Phitip Foster petitioned 1n 1861 for an
improved emigrant roadfrom his farm eastward through Sandy to the Salmon River. Based on the
field notes of the resulting 1862 survey of Territorial Road X-9, the segment from Foster's to Sandy
followed closely the emigrant road alignment. At Sandy, the proposed course followed the south
bank of the Sandy River joining the “old emigrant” route near the mouth of the Saimon River close to
the upper Sandy River crossing established in 1847. No mention of & preexisting road course is
noted by the surveyors east of Sandy ahd the petition states,

Being no permanently located road through this district of country, and knowing it to be of
great importance to the traveling community as well as to ourselves . . . and we would
further say, as the Road now runs it crosses the Sandy River twice making it very dificult
(sic) even at a low stage of water, and entirely impassible through the Spring and a portion of
the summer months as we nnow propose to locate the Road it does not cross any large streams
and passes upon much better grouad and much shorter in distance.

According to the petition, costs of locating the new road would be borne by Foster.
Apparently capital wasinsufficient successfully to develop the course east of Sandy as the proposed
south bank route does not appear on the 1872 plat for T2S, R6E. Settlements noted by the 1862
survey along the lower segment between Foster's and Sandy include, in order from Foster's, St.
Johas, J. Wilson, and Wm. Johaston. Unfortunately, the half of the map from Tickle Creek south of
Sandy to the Salmaon River is missing from the County files. Otherroad improvement activity east of
Philip Foster's in 1861 was also represented by the survey of Territocial Road X-13. This route,
which followed along the west bank of Deep Creek generally conforming to the current Howlett and
Judd road alignments, connected new settlements between Deep Creek and Eagle Creek to the
“Foster's to Milwaukie" road (established after {855). This road established a more direct route to
developing urban markets without winding along the emigrant route through Foster's. The route
crossed the "Emigrant Road" at approximately the current Highway 211-Judd Road intersection.
Laterin 1872, a petition and an application for County Road No. 58 sought to realign the road across
Philip Foster's claim from the “terminus of the Milwaukie Road at Philip Foster's" to “the Oid Road"
from Foster'sto the Salmon River." No map or survey notes are available for this applicatios.

The sought after south bank route east of Sandy was again surveyed as County Road No.
100 in 1876. The route was proposed to extend from “Gidises's Store” in Sandy to the mouth of the
SaimonRiver. The route was apparently not entirely completed until 1884 though the west end was
established for some distance later to be revised by County Road No. 195 survey in 1881. The
survey affected a one mile segment of road immediately east of Sandy.

Asother major resurvey of the "Foster County Road" between Foster's and Sandy was
performed in 1884 establishing County Road No. 241. This appears to be the first survey of this
major Barlow Road route segment since the 1862 survey petinoned by Foster. Surveyor Meldrum
mentions in his 1884 notes that, “The field notes of the original survey of the Foster road are so
obscure that it is almost impossible toidentify any portion of said sarvey and it would seem that but a
smalf portion of the road was often upon the original survey." This statement brings into question the
accuracy of the 1862 survey records in depicting the actually traveled course. It may be that the
travelled routesdid not always follow the surveyed alignments, particularly when little development
was employed. The 1884 survey began on a hillside a short distance south of Deep Creek and
terminated at the Sandy Post Office. Deviations between the new re-established route and the old
route are depicted on the survey map though some of the deviations may be exaggerated. The
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surveyor's notes mention the "proposed site of new bridge over deep Creek." runuing “along
corduroy road - ascending Deep Creek hill," and following " Along traveled road" immediatety north
of Deep Creek and on several other segments toward Sandy. There is also mention of crossing
“Tickey (Tickle) Creek along South side of bridge." The accuracy of the "Old Foster Road" depicted
in the survey sketch is questionable due to lack of conformance with the early plat survey potes. It
may be reflecting the previous surveyed route rather than the actual traveled route. This segment of
the Barlow road route was ultimately replaced by Market Road 33 and later by State Highway 211in
thetwentiethcentury.

The first major step toward developing a modern road between Eagle Creek and Sandy had
its beginning in 1919. In that year the State of Oregon passed a law creating a fund for aiding
connties in the copstruction of market roads. The funds were expended by counties using
construction plansand specifications provided by the State. Improvements consisted of grading, re-
shaping and widening (Oregon State Highway Commission 1920: 43). Couaty Market Road #33
replaced the previous, more primitive road. Though following the same general route, a number of
deviations from the existing alignment were introduced as shown by a 1927 Metsker map. This
county road course is stil! evident today as part of existing roads and abandoned roadbeds.

The County Market Road funding faw was superceded by creation of the State secondary
highway system in 1931. The 47 mile-long “Woodburn-Mt. Hood Loop" secondary state highway,
including the Eagle Creek to Sandy segment, was one of three highways established in Clackamas
County by 1933 (another was the "Cascade" highway). However, most roadwork emphasis through
the 1930s along this segment was maintenance of the previously established market road with
probably litle changein actual alignment. The current alignment of State Highway 211 was largely
established in 1946 and 1947, which was mostly new alignment (Smith 1992).

Sandy to Sandy Bridge. The segment of the Barlow Road between Sandy towasite and Sandy

Bridge at Revermue's was apparently not “established” by resurvey unti] County Road No. 79 survey
performed in 1874, The major route segment identified as “Road Survey of the Sandy Bridge &
Portland Road" essentially revised the prior Territorial Road X-56 from Portland to Saandy and
inctudes a rough sketch of the “Barfow Road" extending down the ridge to the north from Sandy to
the "Ford" past "Freachman's House" (Revenue's). This survey document further indicates that the
Barlow Road route was still located on the north bank of the Sandy River. Amore detaifed survey of
the Sandy to Sandy bridge segment was not performed untif 1885 by & survey for County Road No.
256. This survey was performed approximately a year after completion of the south bank Salmen
Riverroad from Sandy and the original Bariow Road route is now labelled "Qregon City and Saady
Road." The survey sketch shows a grist mill on the south bank of Cedar Creek near the west
shoulder of the road and a school house farther south near the hair-pin curve at the base of Sandy
ridge. Thetwo mile road alignment "follows the present traveled" route from the “south end of new
bridge” ar Revenue's to the top of Sandy ridge at "Menigs Store” where an intersection is shown
with the new "Barlow Road" extending to the southeast and Chase Road extending westward through
Sandy. Other establishments in Sandy identified by the 1885 survey along Chase Road include
"Revenue Store," “Sandy P. O.," "Otto Scholley," "Dr. Ingraham," and "H.B. Chase.”

North Bank Segment, including Devils Backbone. As described abave, settlement came later for the
section of road ahove the second Sandy River crossing (Phase I of the Barlow Road lnventory
Project) than the valley bottomlands between Sandy and Oregon City. Consequently, the first survey
of the Barlow Road route in this area was not until 1873 when settlers petitioned for establishment of
County Road No. 68, identified as the "Portiand & Cascade Road". This occurred eight years after
the toflgate was moved eastward from Revenue's to Summit Meadows. The spread of settiements
along Devils Backbone trad made the feasibility of operating a tolfroad in the area untenable.
Consequently, a settlement orientation to transportation demands replaced the previous tollroad
business orientation. The route surveyed began at the Multaomah County line northwest of Sandy
and crossed the Sandy River several miles downstream of Revemue's bridge. It ascended Devils
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Backbone west of the emigrant course before the joinming the "Old Road" alignment on top of Devils
Backbone nearthe Branham farmstead. From there the surveyors notes indicate the "Old Emigrant”
road was followed to the "Rock Corral" location on the north bask of the Sandy River. Several
establishments were noted immediately along the Barlow Road section of the route, including
Chapman, Brankam, Gio, Sievers, Wilcoxsen, J. Moore and Philip Moore. Alist of residents in the
areais provided by the April 1873 petitionto the County. The segmeat of the Barlow Road from the
intersection with the above Portland & Cascade Road southwest to Revemue's bridge was formaily
reestablished six years fater in 1879 as County Road No. 155. Apparently some minor deviations
from the emigrant route were made asindicated by the survey notes which stated,

To grant a change of road. Said change commencing at the end of the Bridge on north side
of Sandy river ranning on the best and most practiceable rout to the top of the Bluff near
Bacon's Black Smith Shop thénce the nearest best and most practicable rout to the East line
of George Hoffman's land claim where the County road (No. 68) crossesit.

Hoffman had acquired the previous Branhnam place in the intervening six years. Other settlements
along this segment in 1879 besides Hoffman and Bacon incltude McGugen (apparently replacing
Chapman), and Harris (between Bacon and McGugen at the base of the Devils Backbone south-
facing hiliside). Thus, by 1880 surveys for County Road Nos. 68 and 155 had incorporated the
Barlow Road into the county road system between the second Sandy River crossing near Revenue's
and the Rock Corral area on the north bank with only minimal alterations at the ascent of Devils
Backbone from the Sandy River bridge.

With establishment of the “new" Barlow Road on the south bask of the Sandy River from
Sandy to the Salmon River by 1885, further improvements to the north bank route of the original
Barlow Road were sought in 1886. It is likely the alterations were to enhance access of the
seitlements at the ¢ast end of Devils Backbone and the north bank of the Sandy River to the new
south bank route. Survey No. 259, titfed "Road Resurvey of Old Barlow Road, began on the top of
the Devils Backbone (west of Frederick Sievers' homestead) in the "Old Barlow Road" roadbed and
extended eastward, deviating in places from the old roadbed “on account of steep grades and
washouts.” This survey established much more closely the current Marmot Road alignment.
Deviations from the old road alignment include a segment beginning east of Kyler's house (located
across the road from the previous Gio place) in the east portion of Section 11 south of the old
roadbed to near Sievers' house in Section 12, then following the "present travelled road, down grade
onS. hillside" between Sievers and Aschoff's (the former Wilcoxsen place) where it again left the old
road course to the south downsiope to Herrick's place (previously J. Moore's place) at the base of
Devils Backbone. From there the road survey basically followed the old roadbed crossing a small
bridge just south of Herrick's where a culvert isin place now and past Rock Corral to a possibly new
bridge spanging the Sandy River, near the present Marmot Bridge. Upon crossing the bridge the
route coursed another 1/4 mile toward the southeast where it intersected the newly established
“Barlow Toll Road" segment following the south bank of the Sandy River. Other establishments on
the north bank during this survey included R. D. Alexander, Philip Moore and the "Widow's Ranch”
just east of Moore's. The Devils Backbone route's place in history was noted in a resurvey of a road
extending west of the emigrant route in 1890 which referred to the old ridgetop route as the "Sandy
Bridge and Backbone Road known as the old Barlow Road".

Formal survey and improvements of the north bank route east of Marmot Bridge, incloding
the original 1845-46 route following the north bank of the Sandy River from near the mouth of the
Zigzag River to the Brightwood area, did not occur uatil much {ater. A coumy road survey in 1910
noted following the “emigrant road” as closely as possible immediately downstream from the original
first crossing near Faubion. The south bank route from Brightwood east to Government Camp
received its major revisions in 1919 with the survey of the Mt. Hood Loop Highway and its
construction in the next two years (see 1920 Mt. Hood Loop Highway, Sandy-Forest Boundary,
Clackamas County, Oregon State Highway Department Drawing #3B20-7).
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Summar b

By 1900 the original Bariow Road route between Brightwood and Oregon City (including
the Devils Backbone segmest) was well integrated into the county road network and better defined by
formal survey. East of Brightwood the route was superceded by the Mt. Hood Loop Highway by the
early 1920s. Although decades of improvement and maintenance have continued to present, the
“pioneer” character of the transportation system asa whole had been well replaced and abandoned,
primarily only recorded in the memories of descendents of earfy county residents in the area and
various early survey notes.

Early Settlements atong the Barfow Road Course

Between 1842 and 1846, Oregon City grew from just a handful of individuals to a towsn of
500 population (Johansen and Gates 1967:212; O'Donnell 1991: 50). Consequently, east of George
Abernethy's donation land ciaim at Oregon City, most of the earliest claims were first settied
contemporaneousty with the eartiest Oregon Trail migration and establishment of the Barlow Road.
Based uponthe "seitled claim" dates provided in the donation Jand claim patent documents, the only
settier priorto the first emigrant arrivalsin 1846 along the route were William Arthur (1843), located
on lower Clear Creek, and a person by the name of McSwain at the later Philip Foster location at
Eagle Creek. Several settlers arrived in 1846 and 1847, incfuding: Phitip Foster, John Foster,
Nathan Mack, Ambrose Foster and Robert Arthur in the Springwater area; Horace Baker and Mark
Hatton on Clear Creek; and, George Weston between the Clackamas River and Eagle Creek. Other
settlersarrivedin 1848 and 1849, appearing in the 1850 census records. These included: Solomon
Wheeler east of Clear Creek and Joseph Church on the Clackamas River below Feldheimers Ford 1n
1848: and, Almond Holcomb near Oregon City, Isaac Foster in the Springwater area and John
Glover near Eagle Creek in 1849. By 1853, when Fraacis Revenue pushed settlement ta the Sandy
River along the route, other pioneers had settled east of Abernethy including: John Thomas (1852)
and John Moore (1854) to the west and east of Holcomb, respectively; Caleb Tracy (1853), William
Harper (1853), Thomas Waterbury (1853) and Zachary Notton (1853) in the Springwater arez,
Joseph Young (1852) and Egbert Olcott (1851) east of the Clackamas River near Feldheimers Ford;
and. James Foster (1852) and James Brown (1853) just east of Philip Foster's.

Emigrant diaries concerning the last 20 miles of the emigrant route provide some umigue
forms of information not normally provided by this source on the previous 2,000 miles of the
journey. Thatissettlement information. Beginning with Joel Palmer's observation upos arriving in
1845 to "a house at the foot of the hill . . . The claim was held by 2 man named McSwain." From
there Patmer followed the north bank of the Clackamas River where he arrived at "Mr. Hatche's" a
short distance from the river crossing where an Indian village was focated. From there Oregon City
was only a short distance. Some time between 1845 and 1847 Philip Foster obtained McSwain's
squatter's claim and the farmstead became a {andmark on the emgrant rosd, Numerous references
and descriptions of Foster's place were recorded in emigrant diaries in subsequent years, early on
being the first settiement encountered onthe route and then fater as settlement spread eastward along
the route still holding the status of being the first settiement arrived at in the Willamette Valley. It
always constituted a major crossroads to various destinations.

The nextemigrant referencetoa settler along the Barlow Road was by Benjamin Cleaver in
1848 who described after passing by Foster's camping between Eagle Creek and the Clackamas
River "at the side of a smali buggy Prairie near a farm" he attributed to "Mr. Weston's." According
torecords, George Weston had settled the donation land claim in 1847. That a number of settlers had
become established along the Barfow Road between Philip Foster's and Oregon City by the late
1840s is indicated by William Watson who noted in 1849, "passing several deserted colonies we
encamped at the residence of Mr. Hensley.” This entry also underscores the fure of the Califorma
goldfieldswhich significantly retarded settlement and economic growth of Oregon for awhile.
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The occurrence of settlers east of Foster's apparently beganin 1852 when Jared Fox referred
to a "garden & house" one mile before arriving at Foster's, which he noted was “heretofore known as
the first house." The newness of the evidence of settlement is reflected by Fox, “This was a new
beginning and afforded nothing." Fox continued by writing, “"We were advised to go to the next or
3rd house . . . which is one mile further, a man by name of Church” who had a mill on the
Clackamas River downstream from Feldheimer's crossing. According to records, Joseph Church
had the claim since 1848. Asisevident by a number of other 1852 diary entries, Philip Foster's was
still the first settlement of substance encountered by the emigrants and still anticipated by the
emigrants. For instance, Enoch Conyers noted, "We started early this morning for Foster's ranch,
which we are told is only six miles from this camp.” Conyers also noted, "passing several
farmhouses" between Foster's and Oregon City, but along the north bank route of the Clackamas
River and not the Barfow Road through Springwater area.

The settlement new in 1852 east of Foster's must have become more substantial in 1853 and
new settlements were being established farther east yet along the emigrant route. In 1853, Amelia
Knight wrote, “passed one new made ciaim this evening (Revenue'sclaim). . . itisthree milestothe
first farm." The latterreference is likelythe new settiement noted the previous year east of Foster's.
By 1854, Francis Revenue's claim had become a settlement of substance as Philip Condit wrote,
“Traveled over the Backbone to the last crossing of the Sandy and camped near the first dwelling
house we found in the Cascades, Here wefound . . . civilization." Imerestingly, though Foster's
farm may not be the first settlement after 1851, it was stili regarded the first encountered in the
Willamette Valley as reflected by Kerns in 1852, "we reached Foster's, the first house ia the
Willamette Valley, aftergetting outof the Cascademouatains. "

The later diaries of Butlerin 1878 and Stevensin 1881 highlighted the progress of settlement
along the route. On August 14, 1878, Butler wrote, "Crossed a sandy bridge, came to a store
{probably Meinig's Store at Sandy) . . . Farms all most all along the road.” On July 7, 1881,
Stevens wrote after passing throngh Sandy, “We have been passing farms every short distance, and
the country as far as we can see is dotted with fields and houses. They have some nice homes and
farms here . . . We are now about 10 miles from Portland.”

A pattern of settlement is evident along the route. Thearea east of Oregon City receiving the
earliestinterest in settlement was along lower Clear Creek and eastward along current Bakers Ferry
Road. Between 1843 and 1847 eight claims were settled in what became know as the “"Springwater
Settlement area” and the need forimproved accessto marketsquickly developed. As noted for mamy
aress of the American West, “the spread of settiement was so great in most communities that strictly
pioneer conditions did not last very long" (Fite 1966: 220).

A second wave of settlement occurred between 1848 and 1853, focused largely along the
Clackamas River in the Feldheimer Ford area, the hills between Oregon City and the Springwater
area, and afew "outlyer" settiements in the hills east of Philip Foster's with Francis Revenue being
easternmost. By 1854 the route between Abernethy's and Philip Foster's was wholly settied with
Moss Hill on the west side of Hattan Road being the lone exception. This pattern conforms with
observations by Bowen (1978: 3) that "by 1850, when the first period of immigration was complete,
settlement had spread throughout the Willamette Valley." Early settlement in thhs area was by
donation land claim except for Mathis Kirchem and Ludwig Feldheimer who first appear in the 1860
census records and subsequently received homestead entry patents in 1869 and 1872 respectively.
The Moss Hill location was not patented until 1884 by Caroline Carr who did not appear in the
census records through 1870. Many of the settlers west of Foster's appeared in the 1850 census aad
almost all were enumerated in the 1860 census. The original Barlow Road route between Clear Creek
and Oregon City likely served these farmsteads for only a brief few years before being significantly
realigned by 1853. Additionally, settlement quickly expanded away from the emigrant route in the
1840s with new spur roads appearing to serve the farms and mills.
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The country east of Philip Foster's represents a hilly landscape on the perimeter of the
WillametteValley province, Setilement toward the Sandy area and across Devils Backbone to
Mensingers Bottom was much slower with only a handfal of donation land claims settied by 1835.
Most settlement in this region occurred through later cash entry and homestead entry patents with
only a few of these settlers first appearing in the 1870 census records. A number of patents were
granted in the 1870s berween Philip Foster's and Frederick Sievers' homestead oa top of Devils
Backbone, largelyreflectinginitial settlementinthe late 1860s and early 1870s on tillable land along
the middle Sandy River course. Patents were granted for most of the remaining parcels along this
segment of the route and eastward to Mensingers Bottom in the 1880s, probably reflecting 1870s and
early 1880ssettlement. Settlement along the Barlow Road route east of Mensingers Bottom toward
Summit Prairie generally began in the 1880s with patents being acquired from the 1890s up to 1919,
Although settlement was later east of Foster's, the former emigrant route played a more substanual
role through longer use in the settlement process, particularly east of Francis Revenve'sup to the Mt
Hood area. A major factor for this increased role is the more confining character of surrounding
terrain along the route on either side of the Backbone ridgeline and the Sandy River stream course,
whichinhibited the spread of settlement and significant realignment of the original road course.

The census records of 1850 and 1860 provided insight into the general character of pioneers
settling along the emigrant route. Not surprisingly, the sequence of households provided in 1850
confirms that Joseph Meek, census envmerator, headed along the Barlow Road Irom Philip Foster's
farm at Eagle Creek generally westward to A. B. Holcomb's. The 1860 census enumerated an
increased number of residents whose properties were traversed or {ay close to the Barlow Road. The
early settlement east of Clear Creek in the Springwater and Eagle Creek areas censisted almost
entirely of farmers. In contrast, those settling west of Clear Creek to Oregon City and immediately
along the banks of the Clackamas River were skilled and uaskitied laborers. The farmers probably
engaged primarilyin subsistence agriculture at first with some sale of cereal crops to local grist miil
operators of 1o Oregon City exporters.

The census recorders aiso provide insight into the origination of Barfow Road settlers. Of
the 25 aduits counted in 1850 immediately along the route, twelve states were represented as their
birthplaces with Kentucky and Virginia providing five each. The other 15 persons originated from 10
different states, a considerable scattering, However, when coasidering the birthplace of their children
prior to migration to Oregon Territory, a very different pattern emerges. Of the six famities with
children born in the United States, five families have offspring born in litinois and Missouri. The
only family with children from a state cther than Missouri or Iilinois is the Phitip Foster family who,
with a child from Maine. did not come by way of the Oregon Trail but by ship.

The 1860 census records show somewhat simitar migration patterns, with a broad birthplace
distribution of the adults, but a stronger representation of the Missouri/lilinois region among the
children. By 1870 the patenting and sale of lands makes correlation between census records and
property locations increasingly tenuous and by 1880 the census confirms that articulation between
jand records and census records is highly problematic. However, the land use pattern, fixed by the
1850s, does not change much throughout the study period and, to some extent, persists to the present

as a primary land use,

A pattern typical of the Willamette Valley in general is represented, Families arriving had
already migrated at leastonce before, often from the eastern states to the Midwest before embarking
again. As noted by some historians, it is likely that only the Pacific Ocean prevented these families
from perhaps moving again as settlement grew inthe Oregon frontier.

In sum, as a route of travel and commerce, the Barlow Road naturally served settlers
spreading out from the Willamette Valley. In 2 short period from 1841 to 1847 settlers covered
nearly the entire floor of the mainvalley and, in 1850, transformed their provisional land claims into
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filings st theGeneral Land Office. By the early 1850s newly arciving settlers were compelled to turn
tomore marginal, forested lands. In 1853, for example, Francis Revenue and his famly settied on
the south baak of the Sandy River opposite the western end of the Devil's Backbone. Revenue was
the easternmost donation {and claimant inthe Sandy watershed.

Passage of the Homestead Act (1862) encouraged successive waves of settlers to seek sites
for stamp farms along the margins of the Barlow Road. The {ahd records (i.e., Historical Index at
the Bureau of Land Management) confirm a pace of settlement of approximately six miles per decade.

In other words, by the 1860s and the 1870s settiers were seeking claims, erecting cabins, and

clearing lands on the Devil's Backbone east of the second Sandy River crossing at Revenue's, They
were settling in Township 2 South, Range 5 East, Willamette Meridian. Inthe 1880s settlers were on
the eastern edge of the Devil's Backboge and taking lands between Marmot and Mensinger Bottom.
In the 1890s settlers were filing on cléims between the Salmon River and the mouth of the Zigzag.
Between 1890 and 1905 a few selected lands along the Zigzag River. Horace Campbell, Charles
Catting, Oliver C. Yocum, A. B. Hammond and Graat Milis had even decided to try the high country
at Summit Meadow and Government Camp. Forthese peoplethe Barlow Road had become amarket
road. They used it to trave! back and forth to the Willamette Valley to sell their farm surpluses, to
seek seasonal labor, and to purchase needed supplies. Even when the Barlow Road moved to the
south bank and extended by the 1880s west from the mouth of Salmon River to Sandy, Oregon, the
settiers on the Devil's Backbone continued to use the old trace as their way of travel to and from the
settlernents.

Historic Themes, Events, and Sites

Asingletheme --overland emigration -- dominatesthe history of the Barlow Road. For the
years 1845 to 1865 the bulk of migration was westward bound. After 1865, however, the road
acquired increasing use for transportation of livestock to the ranges of cenwal Oregon or to the
markets of western Oregon. This use is poorty documented but occurred as a cost-saving to drovers
who avoided the fares on steamboats or use of the portage at the Cascades of the Cotumbia. Stock
use probably diminished in the early 1880s with construction of the Oregon Railway and Navigation
Company railroad through the Columbia Gorge. The Barlow Road also was used as a travel cormidor
for a new generation of settlers moving east over the Cascades into central and eastern Oregoa.

Portions of the Barlow Road, such as the segment from near the mouth of Salmon River to
Government Camp, gained increasing use in the years 1884-1919 for tourist-related land travel, the
third theme topic for this study. The construction of facilitiesto serve travelers and recreationseekers
confirms this use. These developments, frequently destroyed by fire, included: Summit House at
Summit Meadow, Lamoreaux Cabin (prior to 1907), Three Ring Road Cabin (prior to 1912),
Aschoff's Mouatain House Hotel (1902-1920s), Welches Resort Hotel {(1905-1917), Rhododendron
Inn (1910-1946), and the Arrah Wanna Hotel (1912-1915). Of these structures only the Lamoreaux
Cabin and Three Ring Road Cabin -- the two least known or documented facilities -- are standing in
1991.

The section of the road from Summit Meadow to Saady once had four primary historical
sites associated with the road's operation during the era of emigrant use, Each servedasthesite ola
tollcollectingstation:

1. Francis Revenue farm, 1853-65

2. Summit Meadow, 1866-70 [Mt. Hood National Forest, 1991]

3. Two-Mile Camp, 1871-78 [a site three miles east of Rhododendron on the Mt.
Hood National Forest, obliterated by reconstruction of Highway 26]

4. Toligate [a site at Toligate Campground near Rhodedendron, Mt. Hood National
Forest, 1991]
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Very few emigrant diaries examined {or this project speak to any of these sites.

The historic site most prominantly referenced by emigrants was Philip Foster's farm at Bagle
Creek. The Foster place was the first glimpse of civilization to emigrants until 1854 and constituted a
major point of dispersal of the pewly arrived emigrants beginning in 1846. This donation land claim
marks a transition to the second theme of this study, "Regional Settlement.* A number of structures
locatedimmediatelyalong theroutedate prior to 1920 and are associated with early settlement along
theroad. These specificremaining structures receive no mentioninthe diaries.

Another site of intecest is the former community of Marmot, Oregon. In 1833 Johann Adolf
Aschoff, a German immigrant, brought his family to thissite. He erected the Mountain House Hotel,
a general store with small post office, several cabins, and, ultimately, 2 "museum.” The Aschoff
collectionconsisted primarily of natural history specimens: deer horas, skins of bear, panther, and
fawns, pressed plams, and curios, including the brace Aschoff wore after he broke his seck.
Marmot, Oregon, dated, however, to the period after the opening of the emigrant travel route west of
the Salmon River via Cherryvilte Hill to Sandy, Oregon. Thus, though 1t developed o2 the eastern
end of the Devil's Backbone on the traces of the original Barlow Road, the townsite was not
associated primarily with emigrant use of the route, erefore, the former towasite marks the
iransition to the third theme — land travel associated with recreational use of the emigrant route. The
construction of Highway 26 in the 1920s was the death knell for Marmot. Recreation seekers
preferred the new road to the old plank route via the Devil's Backbone. Marmot's modest fortunes

faded with the aging Adolf Aschotf's last few years of tenure.

Withincreasedavailability of cheaper mass-produced automobilesto thegeneral publicinthe
1910s, the Barlow Road was decreasing in its service to the public. The first Annual Report ( 1914}
of the Oregon State Highway Engineer noted a desire to have a “good road” from Portland to Mt.
Hood, patterned after the Tacoma to Mt. Ranier road. In 1919, the Bariow Road was deeded to the
State of Oregon, but not withoutquestion of existing route location and condition (see Appendix 4).
Also in 1919, state highway survey crews began assessing possible route locations from Sandy
toward Government Camp and in 1920 a route choice was made. Duriag the same period time,
passage of the market road act financed improvements between Sandy and Cregon City. With the
beginning of the grading and surfacing in the early 1920s of the new highway route from Gresham to
Government Camp and the market road from Eagle Creek to Sandy, the role of Barlow Road serviag
as a regionally important route came to a close. The new Mt. Hood Loop Highway was completed to
Government Camp by the end of 1923. A comespondiog chaage in recreational interest toward
facilities inthe Government Camp area marked the close of the early period of Mt. Hood recreational
developmentaswell.

There are 0o known cultural resources conpected to the Barlow Road between Sumimit
Meadow and Oregon City associated with ethaic or religious groups.

Gaps in the Historic Record

The toll books for the operation of the Barlow Road are mostly missing except for a few
years early in the twentieth century. Although a considerable mumber of people have expressed
interestin potentialgenealogical research in such records, the tol! keepers were not interested in 0oOr
did they record the names of travelers. Their mission was simple - extract, if possible, payment ia
specie or in goods as a toll from those wraveling the road. It is highly ualikely that additional toll
records remain in private hands. The statistical record of use of the Barlow Road thus remains
largely undocumested and isin no way comparable to the detailed records of travel for the years
1871-96 for the other, primary trans-Cascade route, the Oregon Central Military Wagon Road. For
the OCMW Read there are detailed, annual compilations which include counts of every mas,
woman. child. cow, horse, mule, and sheep and enumerations of up to as many as 269 primary
destinationsin a travel season.



Diaries of trave! for the Barlow Road are concentrated in the years 1845-54. Approximately
95% of the primary accounts of use of the route fal! within the first nine years (or 12% of the period)
it way open as atoll road. A rigorous review of bibliographies and tibraries specializing in Western
Americana has not yielded significant leads to suggest any change in this distribution of primary
materials. .

Interviews with knowledgeable persons assisted measurably in helping locate extant trail
ruts, but most informants are removed at least one, if not two or more generations from the period of
westward-bound emigrant use of the Barlow Road. The eldest oral informant, CarolinaVaeren
Hauser, age 102, recalled traces of the road on her parent's homestead when she was a child in the
1890s, but to discuss the presence of rope-burned trees on the western margin of the Dewil's
Backbone turned to the oral accounts of her father wha saw such features when he first homesteaded
there (see Appendix 5). In other words, the informants of the 1990s are so significantly removed by
time and experience from the emigrant use of this road that their information is either hearsay, data
based on their own reading or research, or is an awareness of probable road features based on their
having lived in the vicinity of the road traces. It is not anticipated that fucther oral interviews will
substantially enhance the understanding of the location oruse of this segment of the route.

Related Study Units

Under the Oregon Theme scope of study are several other related themesincluding: 19th and
20th century rural architecture, prehistoric land use, farming, industry, andrecreation. Each of these
related themesis briefly discussed below.

1. Associatedwith the early "Regional Settlement" theme isthe “Architecture” theme in which
various architectural styles of residences and bacns were introduced for over 2 half century
from the 1850s to the 19105 (Speuida 1990).

2. The "Farming" and “Indusuy” themes address the economic bases sustaining the new,
largely rural, seitlements. The economic foundation incinded raising crops, creating
pasturefand, commercial loggingandlumbermitling.

3. Itis likely much of the early emigrant route followed long established Native Americantrails,
traversed landforms attractive for prehistoric settlement, and passed productive resource
production areas. Several substamtial Native Americaq sites have been the focus of
archaeofogicalinvestigationsalong the route (Woodward 1974). The Barlow Road route
essentially constitutes a long transect across various environmental settiogs from near the
crest of the Cascade Mountain Range to the banks of the Willamette Valley. Along this
transect should be found various levels of settlement (from river terraces to ridgelines) and
resource extraction locations (root and berry gathering aress, fisheries, hunting areas, etc. ).

4. Asuse of the route increased through the late 1800s and early 1900s, recreational use of the
Sandy River and Zigzag River corridors and Mt. Hood area escalated. The "Land Travel” in
thisstudy considerslocationsimmediately associated with thetraveled route, but many other
recreational facilities also came into existence away outside the study area. Indeed,
recreational use of the Hoodland corridor and Mt. Hood area would constitute aaother theme.
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Previous Studies within the Srudy Area

Studies regarding cultural resource values withinthe study area have been varied. Inregard
to the Barlow Road itself, studies have been most numerous by many private individuals and
organizations who, for various reasons, have special interests in'the pioneerroute. A previous study
by Clackamas County focused on this body of information. The project lead to the 1988 Maps of the
Barlow Road: Mt. Hood to Oregon City, Clackamas County document which established abeginning
poiat for the more recent Bariow Road Inventory Project. The private local interest also led to several
published acouats of theroute, including: Barlow Road (1985) by the Wasco and Clackamas Couaty
historical societies; two publicationsby the Sandy Historical Society (1973, 1983); 2 1970 articlebya
Barfow Road property owner, Gi ny Brewster, in MountainMagazine; a 1972 article by Roy
Meyers; and, 2 series of articles on the Oregon Trail by Jim Tompkins of Beavercreek. The Cascade
Geographic Society of Rhododendron has alsorecently produced and sponsored uapublished reports
on various aspects of the route. An early manuscript concerning one of the Barlow Road themes is a
fengthyunpublished and uncirculated document written by Emma White, daughter of Adolf Aschoff.
The textis based on interviews with Aschoff in the late 1920s shortly before Iiis death. This narrative
concerns the early history of Marmot and the Devils Backbone area. The document is in the

possession of Ginny Brewster.

Besides the U.S. Forest Service assessment of the Barfow Road route across Forest lands
referenced above, several other professional efforts have focused on the Barlow Road route within
the study area. From 1956 to 1959, Oregon State Highway engineers studied the route through use
of maps, pioneer diaries and field inspections. The highway department subsequently published
bookletof strip maps in 1959. In 1970, in response to increased public interest, the Oregon Parks
and Recreation Section initiated a stady of the Oregon Trail route across the state. Inan attempt to
identify remnants of the emigrant route, aerial photography along the route was taken in 1971 aad
variouslocations were visited, including locations withinthe study area. The products of the study,
led by Greg Morley with assistance from Claire Belcher, were a set of topographic maps and aerial
photos with much of the Oregon Trail rovte recorded on them. However, apparently because of
funding ortime limitations, theaerial photos for the Barlow Road were not interpreted and marked,

In 1972 the State's study was incorporated into a national study of the Oregon Trail by the
U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (BOR). This fatter study resulted ina 1974 report, "The Oregon
Trail... A Potential Addition to the National Trails System". The BOR study was also aided by Percy
Brown of the now-defunct Burean of Land Management's Portland Service Center who utilized the
General Land Office surveyor notes to a limited extent. He noted, however, that use of the notes was
“very tedious and time consuming”. Following passage of legislation designating several segments
of the Oregon Trail as a National Historic Trail, the U. S. National Park Service produced a 1981
management and use plan complete with relatively detailed maps identifying the trail route.
Informationfor the route location was largely based on input from local intevests referred to above.
Also inthe 1970s, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management place two locations along the Barlow Road
route on the National Register of Historic Places. Associated with these nominations was 2 soil study
at the Rock Corral Site to determine if intensive use of the parcel had occurred (n.d.). The soil
chemistry measurementsdidindicate intensive human oranimal use of the parcel, but the association
with emigrant travel has yetto be affirmed.

A proposed highway widening project along State Highway 26 in the 1980s led to
identification of cultural resources in the project area along the south bank segment of the emigrant
route from Rhododendron to Wildwood. including anintensive study of the Barlow Road segment in
the area (see addendum by Dwight Smith to the 1986 Oregon Department of Transportation report).
Most recently, the Governor-appointed Oregon Trail Advisory Council conducted a study of the



status of the-Oregon Trail in Oregon, including the Barlow Road, and produced a report identifying
interpretive potentials and preservation needsfor theroute (1988).

Othermorebroadlyfocused, development-related culturalresource serveys in the study area
include a 1979 survey of the north bank by Randy Mason associated with a proposed bank revetment
project (SHPO Report #896), and surveys at proposed timber sale vgits on Devils Backbone in 1987
b%r the Burean of Land Management (SHPO Report #8308) and in 1988 by the U.S. Forest Service
(SHPO Report #9293). None of these surveys identified cultural resovrces within their project
boundaries, though the more recent Forest Service report did identify a segment of the Barfow Road
nearone timbersale unit,

The most comprehensive study regarding historic structures in the region is an ongoing
inventory since the early 1980s sponsored by Clackamas County. The Barfow Road comidor
intersects several study units in the inventory including: Sandy-Boring; Carver, Eagle Creek, and
Fischers Mill; and, Hoodland. A number of structures within the Barlow Road historic context area
have been identified and coordination has been established between the Barlow Road Inventory
Project and the County's historic structure inventory effort.

One project involving excavation of prehistoric archaeological deposits was conducted by
John Woodward of Mt. Hood Community College in 1972 at 35CL2, on the north bank of the Sandy
River near the emigrant river ¢rossing northeast of the towansite of Sandy and at other focations in
close proximity tothe route (Woodward 1974, 1977). Information from the excavation wasincluded
i% a 197;4 4iissertation through the Department of Anthropology, University of Oregon (see pages 17-
19 and 244).

Excavations at Euro-American settlement locations along Barlow Road comsist of
archaeclogical work at Horace Baker's cabin on Clear Creek (Woodward 1974), Archaeological
igvestigations elsewhere in the West have begun to define characteristics of assemblages
represeqtative of emigrant activities while intransit (Hawkins and Madsen 1990; Hardesty 1987,
Crabtree 1968; Woodward 1990). A number of other sources are available for characterizing
emigrant assemblages including wagon parts (Homn 1974; Potter 1991; Capps 1990; O'Doanell
1991:19). Archaeological investigations of historic period settlements in western Oregon dating from
the mid-1840s to 1900 are few (Adams 1991; Chance and Chance 1974; Minor et. al 1981; Sanders
et al 1983; Speulda 1988; Speulda et. af 1987; Steele 1977, 1979). Woodward's (1974) excavations
at selected prehistoric sites along Barlow Road have also yielded a number of early historic period

(Other Related Thematic Stadies

Several other thematic studies have assessed transportation routes across the Cascade Range
between western and central Oregon. Development of the Oregon Central Military Wagon Road and
the Willamette Valley-Cascade Mountsin Wagon Road (Santiam Road) was funded in the 1860s by
federal [and grants to private road companies. The Columbia Gorge Highway, Oregon's first paved
road, was built 1912-1914 by [ocal subscription and state fanding. A listing of the studies is
provided below.

Beckham, Stephen Dow
1981 The Oregon Central Military Wagon Road: A History and Reconnaissance.
2 vols. Heritage Research Associates Report No. 6 submitted to theWillamerte
National Forest, Eugene, Ore.

Burwell, Gale
1982 Scott Wagon Road: A Reconnaissance. Willamette Natiopal Forest,
Eugene, Ore.
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Gronowski, Nancy H., and Jeanette Kloos
1987 A Study of the Historic Columbia River Highway. Oregon Department of
Transportation, Salem, Ore.

Guminski, Cynthia, Robert Brodsky, and Michael Gilmore .
1983 TheSaatiam WagonRoad: An Histotic'Preservation Study. Department of
Planning, Public Policy, and Management, University of Oregon, report submitted
to Willamette National Forest, Eugene, Ore.

Ochi,Diane
1983  Columbia River Highway Options for Conservation and Reuse. National
Park Service. Cascade Locks: Columbia River Highway Project.

Smith, Dwight

1984 Columbia River Highway Historic District, Oregon Department of
Transportation. Salem, Ore.

Stutesman, John K.
1983 Santiam Wagon Road Evaluation Report, Part 2: Physical Description.
WiltametteNational Forest, Eugene, Ore.

Property Types

Property types are defined as "a grouping of individual properties characterized by common
physical and/or association attributes.” The three primary themes of this context have several key
property typesassociated with them that allow linking the theoretical historic context to actual historic
properties. The "Immigration" theme property typesinclude wagon road remains, ploneercampsites,
pioneer graves, cache sites, tollgates and supply sources. The “Regional Settiement” theme consists
of farmsteads which today primarily include residences and barns. The "Land Travel® theme
property types are “stage” stopsiresorts and ferries. Character defining features and evaluation
criteria are provided below for each of these property types. The information provided is based partly
on data generated by the Barlow Road Inventory Project (for road remains and cache features in the
projectarea) and partly on predictive projections for several resource types based on emigrant diary
entries (for campsites and temporary supplies sources), historical documentation (for permanent
supplies sources, tollgates, farms and ferries), informant interviews (for gravesites) and natucal
environment cbservatrons made during the field sarvey,

Most of these property types are very low in visibility making identification difficult in the
western Oregon vegetation. Eves in regard to previously existing buildings, the weathering of
structural remains has been significant with the combigation of seasonal snowfall, high regional
rainfall and vegetative encroachment into unmaintained structures making these property types low
visibilityin character as wefl. Thisinherent characteristic of low visibility may, in turn, detract from
the current physical condition of the resources due to inadvertent destruction and their posing minor
impediment to subsequent development. As noted above, the built property types were normally
made of wood, thus also detracting from loag term preservation due to weathering aad arson.

Most property types with sufficient integrity would qualify for National Register designation
primarily through Criteria A, assoctation with importagt events and Criteria D, having important
information value, A limited number would qualify under Criteria B, association with important
individuats. For example, emigrant road remains are related to 2 major stage of growth and gon-
Indian settlement in the Nation under Criteria A. The two associational-oriented criteria involve
predominent reliance on readily visible artributes which highlight the relationship of the property to

the event. The National Register criteria specify seven aspects of integrity: location, desiga, setuing,
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workmanship, materia.is,'feeﬁng and association. The importance of each aspect of integrity is
defined foreach property type.

Some property types are more complex than others. For example, farmsteads reflect certain
agrariantechnofogical systemsand social refations that, particularly in the earlier time periods, made
use of a number of distinct outbuildings and featares. Also, the various property typesin some cases
can be considered in combination as historic districts, partictlarly the road remains with otber
geographically-associated property types, including gravesites/cemeteries, cache sites, pioneer
campsites, ferries, resarts and supplies sources. These expressions in combination may be viewed as
components of historic landscapesreflecting cumulative cuitural alterationsof the natural Jandscapein
a given area. The Barlow Road Inventory Project is essentially a study of historic vernacular
tandscapes, recording the distribution of roads, farms, cemeteries and camps used by the common
folk of early Clackamas County in their daily lives. Through the intervening 70 or more years of the
context time period, the landscape went through a natural to cultural transformation. For the sake of
simplicity, each property typeis considered hiere asanindividual element.

Wagon road remasas. This property type is the most important for the “Immigration” theme. The
road route is illustrative of the technology of the day in terms of functional capabilities of the wagons
and ability of personsto clear and maintain the route. The route, as verified by the road remains, also
best interprets the hardships and physical environmental fearures with which the emigrants had to
contend. Wagon roadremains associated with the primary emigrant period (1845-1865) constitute 2
structure built with mimimal tool and through substaatial use. The efigibility of these properiies to the
National Registerwould primarily be under Criteria A, asscciation with important events, however,
important research questions also exist so that Criteria D may commonly apply as well. Those
guestionsinclude:

(1) How does the location and various other attributes of the roadbed and aligament reflect
technologies ernployed in establishing and maintaining 2 frontier roadbed durng the peak
period of emigramt use?

(2) What kindsof engineering technologies were employed to make improvements through time
asreflected by earthworks, roadcuts and other enhancements?

(3) What is the evolution of transportation technology in western Oregon (horse use to
automobiles) from 184510 19197

(4) What wasthe nature of capital investments for financiag road maintenance and constraction
activities?

(5) What was the impact of the road route on settiement patterns; how are settlements
geographicallyarranged inrelationtotheroute?

For the property to qualify vader Criteria D, it must have features, artifacts or other physical rematns
that make up the most interpretable repository of archaeological information about the wagon road
property types. The site nrust have integrity, be datable and capable of betag specifically linked to the
emigrantheme. _

Character defining features identifiable through basic field observations include: narrow treeless
corridors through woodland settings; linear areas of compacted soil often creating visible breaks in
the natural contour of traversed landforms; linear swales and ruts within the soil surface; linear
earthen berms along old road shoulders; and, linear discontinucus boulder alignments in rocky areas
where boulders were rotied aside as they surfaced and impedded traffic. Though many segments of
the route in western Oregon were “corduroyed” (wooden planks, often of cedar, placed in the
roadbed primarily in particularly wet areas to enhancetravel)remains of planking (wooden planks, or
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nails if usedvin that segment) need not persist for the segment Lo be of importance today. The road
segment mustretainthe visual appearance of a "primitive" road. Thus important aspects of integrity
for road remains to be considered significant under Criteria A must include "feeling" (inchading
physical features, such as “primitiveness” of road and retention of rural setting), “location’
(confirmed through historic documentation), "design” (combination of elements that create tire form
of the structare and reflect related historic functions asd technologies, such as wagon width, hand
tool clearance methods, and road segmentstraversing straight up slopes since wagons can not readily
traverse slopes), “setting" (referred to above as physical environment associations reflecting the basic
conditions under which the property was created and the extend of present day encroachments),
"association” (remains are sufficiently intact to coavey the property's historic character), and, 10 a2
fesser extent, "materials" (indigenous materials such as compacted earthen roadbed and earthen
shoulders with boulders in some locations rolled aside). Because feeling and association are based
on individual perceptions, at least dne of the other aspects of integrity must be present for the
property to be considered important. For Criteria D, the aspects of association, materials and
workmanshipmustretainsubstantial integrity.

Abandonment of certain segments of the route has resulted in patural deterioration or destruction
through subsequent development. The 'best example' of wagon remains would be a multiple
combsnation of the above features with the specific contributing features depending upon the physical
environment at specific locations. The width of the roadbed should be approximately 8 to 10 feet.
The depth of swales or height of berms would be variable depending on the fength of use aad various
soil atteibutes. Narurally, variations of the above characteristics can occur depeading op impactsfrom
subsequent development and natural erosion. Consequently, the minimum level requirement forroad
remains whichretains characteristics in common with the ‘best example' should include at least two
of the above criteria. Emvironmental relationships of the road in the generally mouvatainous western
Oregon region east of Sandy are predo i y stream terraces and the top of ridges. From Sandy to
Oregon City "high ground"” was sought across flat terraces and through hilly areas, avoiding narrow
stream bottoms and boggy areas.

Pioneercampsites: This propesty type is importaat to the 1845 to 1865 "Immigration” theme.
Through the last segment of the overland Oregon Trail route, the emigrants were often quite weary
and the livestock in terrible condition. The campsites, though frequently depleted of grass for
livestock grazing intiis area, provided 2 brief respite in the last days of the journey. The very low
visibifity of these properties 1n the western Oregon setting has likely detracted from preservation
because of destruction from agricultaral, residential and road development. Unlike the RoadRemains
property type, these properties would not normally be eligible to the National Register under Criteria
A, association with important events, ualess substantially visible, or unless it is directly associated
with specific road remains significant under Criteria A and could be considered a contributing
resource by enhancing therelationship between the other property and the important historical evert.
Criteria D, importance duetoinformation value, would more commonty apply if the focus (ability to
interpret archaeological remains) of the site is sufficient to address relevant research questions

including:

(1) Whatwasthe class, origin, ethnic association and gender of travelers as reflected by historic
periodartifacts foundthrough excavation?

(2) What were the main characteristics of camping behavior during the last few days of the
journey? Canlocalized geographic arrangements of activities inthe camps beidentified iathe
archagological record? Do these reflect ethnic backgrounds of the travelers? Did ethoic
association or presence of families determine choice of campsite focations or influence
distinct settlements within a camp? Did family groups stay in certainareas more often?

(3) Whatisthe distribution of campsite focations(linear versus clustered camping)?



Character defining features include a light, but definable, artifact scarter of items dating (o the
appropriate time period and indicating portability of goods. The 'best example’ would be a buried
deposit of historic pioneer artifacts minimally disturbed by post-depositional processes other than
recurrent pioneer use through 1865 without more recent artifactual debris or features deposited or
built on top of it. Artifacts should reflect the three basic use categories of (1) personal items (non-
perishable clothing parts such as cut shell buttons), (2) transportation items {(metal wagon and harness
perts, oxen/horse shoes and nails, etc. ) and, (3) subsistence-reléted items (pertaining to preparation,
disposal and consumption, such as earthenware decorated with isolated clusters of sprigs of flowers
popular in the mid-19th century). The last category may be represented least since the latter days of
the journey are being reflected and few items may be feft for consumption. The artifacts would
strongly refiect the portability required of emigrant travel, particularly over the last few days of the
four to six month journey in addition to worn wagon, yoke and harness parts. Artifact types should
reflect origins of emigrantfamilies add the types of items transported throughout the journey, They
should be discarded ina pattern reflective of emigrant camp activities at this point of the journey. The
minimum levelrequirement should inciude sufficient populationof items to accurately date the site to
pioneer use and be reflective of highly mobile site use.

Important aspects of integrity for Criteria A application include “location”, “setting” and
“association”, For Criteda D, important aspects of integrity are “design”, “materials” and
“association”. Environmental associative characteristics include natural openings (meadows and
historic fire clearings), nearby water sources (springs, seeps and streams), and near-level grouad
{stream terraces orridgetops).

Cache sites. The storage of goods along emigrant roads was 4 common activity during the migration

West. Caching provided an alternative to simply dumping without intent or hope of retrieving the
belongings. The decision to cache was usually associated with the desire to increase the rate of travel
orthe decreased capability of the deteriorating vehicles orfatigued animalsto continue carrying heavy
loads. Some caching was done by peoples other than emigrants along the early routes, such as
military personne! in 1849 in the Government Camp area. Character defining features for cache
{ocations would include open pits where the goods had been removed and surface depressions where
the goods were not removed and still remain or where the pits were loosely backfilled. Important
aspects of integrity for Criteria A "location”, “setiing" and “association”. Important asepcts of
integrity under Criteria D would be "location”, "design” and “materials”. For eligibility under Criteria
D, thesite must potentially contain information that can answer some of thefollowing questions,

(1) What kinds of things were considered more expendable than others? Isthere arepetitiveness
of certainitems which may reflect the mind-set of the emigranistoward adaptiag to their new
environment?

(2) Whattypesof materials were the emigrants transporting and how do they reflect the broader
cultural contextinwhichitemscirculated?

(3) How does the pattern of cache occurrences illustrate the difficulties of travel along certain
segmentsof trail?

Proneer grave sites. This property type is important to the “Immigration” and “Regional Settlement"
themes. One prevalent aspect of life on the tratl was coping with death, an experience common
among the thousands of people who migrated over the route. On this fast segment of the Oregon
Trail route situated in proximity to “civifization," the remains of pioneer settlers were often placed in
the same gravesites as the emigraats, in some places sooner and in others later. The pioneer graves
represent animportant facet of emigrant trail life and early settiement. There exists a variation in the
property type between marked cemeteries and unmarked graves. The unmarked sub-type can be one
of the most obscure property types for identifying in the field. Because of the low visibality, this sub-
typeitis subject to inadvertent impacts much like the campsite property type. Marked locations are
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subject more often to continuing upkeep and maintenance, including replacement of grave markers
andiofilting of moderngraves. Therural regionalization of ploneer cemeteries reinforcestheagrarian
attitudes of the Barlow Road settlers. The eligibility of this property type will primarily be under
Criteria A, association with irnportant events, but may alsainvolve secondarily Criteria B, association
with important persons, and Criteria D, information value. The National Register of Historic Places,
however, excludes cemeteries from nominationin most cases. Relevantresearchquestionsiaclude:

(1) What canhuman remains of pioneers reveal about disease, life-expectancy and other causes
of death, such as accident types, in the western frontier?

(2) What do grave goodsillustrate concerning circulation of goods and the spiritaal character of
thepioneers?
]
(3) What do grave markers and human remains reveal concerning therole of gender and ethnicity
inthe settlement of western Oregon?

Character defining features include: one or more gravemarkers identifying pioneers associated with
early Barlow Road use; rock cairns, aperimeter fence erected more recently by knowlegeable persons
or simply an unused parcel of land historically set aside, as indicated by vegetation or other phrysical
characteristics, forprotection of the reported gravesite; and, presence of human remains and/or grave
goods attributable to the pioneer periad. The last feature, presence of human remains, will usually
only beidentified through inadvertent exposure by some earth disturbing activity such as construction
or natural erosion. The ‘best example' is a marked cemetery with gravestones intact contaimng
sufficient information inregard tothe buried individvals. The minimum level of field assignment to
this type would be an isolated stand of trees of 150 years or older in a pattern suggesting avoidance
for many years. Usually oral history or some form of archival information is needed to attribute 2
location to thisresource type at the minimum level. Relevant aspects of integrity for Criteria A and B
wouldinclude “location”, “design” (for marked cemeteries), “setting " and “association”. For Criteria
D, only the aspect of "association" isrequired. The cemeteries considered eligibie must meet special
criteria considerationsin additiontobeing an integral part of the larger Barlow Road historic context
statement themes. The applicablecriteriaconsiderationsare “C" (associated residences and farms are
not preserved and the gravesite is the most substantial fink to the historically important person) and
“D" (the cemeteries contain graves of a number of persons whose activities determined the course of
events in focal history, and the cemetery dates to the earfy period in the geographical and cultural
context). Environmental associative characteristics are commonly areas of sufficient soil deposition
away from active erosion features, located ashort distance from theroad route.

Tolfgates This property type isimportant toboth the “Immigration" and "Laad Travel" themes. The
tollgates marked the first effort at subsidizing maintenance of a route through the mountainous and
densely wooded region east of Sandy and early og served to introduce the new arrivals to
entrepreneurs of theregion, Like emigrant campsites, eligibility of thisproperty type would normally
involve Criteria D, information value, since visibility 1s quite low due to the lack of any known
standing structures or above ground features. lmportant research questions should focus more on the

tollgate keeperrather thanthe facility, and wouldinclude:

(1) What is the household character of toligate keeper households (families versus adult males
only)?

{2) How do household articlesreflect the role of the tollgate keeper insociety in general (such as
economicstatus)?

(3) Aretechnological changes associated with changesinthe tollgate location, perhapsreflecting
differing relationships berweenthe keepers and the patronsin different time periods?
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Since tollgate facitities have been subject to weathering factors and subsequent road development,
character defining features would include archaeological deposits containing artifacts diagnostic of
habitation dating to the period of tollgate use. Similar to the campsite property type, the ‘best
example’ would include buried archaeological deposits minimally disturbed by post-depositional
processes and reflective of the immigration or recreation time periods, The minimum level
requirement should consist of an archasological record containing sufficent integrity and information
toprovideimportant insight regarding thetollkeeper household arid spatial geographic arrangement of
atollgatefacility. Important aspects of integrity under Criterfa D would include "location”, "design”
and"materials”,

Supply sources. This property type is important to the “Immigration” theme, After the six month
journey from the East and the difficult trek over the Cascade Range, the emigrants were frequently
out of supplies and desperate for fresh food. These supply source properties provided for these
needs none too soon from the perspective of the emigrants and provided initial interaction between
and emigranmts and persons settled in the new territory. There appear to be two types of emigrant
supply sources. Permanent sources were established residential settlements where food was
produced and merchandise brought from the valley. Temporary source camps were fikely tents
erected during the [ate summer/early fall arrival of the emigrant parties. The more visible properties of
thistype would be eligible under Criteria A, association with important events, and commonly under
Criter1a B, association with important persons (such as Philip Foster). Where intactarchaeological
deposits are present, Criteria D, information value, would also apply. Relevant research questions
are:

(1) Whatroledo thesefacilities play in the economic geography of the region during the period
of contact withemigrants?

(2) How doremains of the settlements reflect regional marketing networks? Do types of goods
and prices change from one level of distribution (permanent versus temporary)to another?

(3) How does the hiearchy of sizes of supply points reflect the geography of settlement sizes?

(4) Whatisthe character of the household associated with the supply sources (size of household,
tge and sex composition}? What were the gender roles of the sepply source occupants?
asthe composition of supply source occupants stable?

(5) What variety of services were provided by the supply sources?
(6) Whatwerethetiesof the supply sourcestoregional/national marketptaces?
(7) Whatconsumptionpatterns of the pioneersarereflectedinthearchaeological record?

Character defining features are different for the two types. The permanent subtype would include
buildingsand/orarchacological deposits containing artifacts dating to the peak emigrant time period.
The temporary sub-type would only leave behind archaeological deposits. Where archaeological
deposits are found, artifact types should include artifacts dating to the emigrant period {iaciuding
most items listed for the campsite property type), and possibly containing parts of containers that held
goods sought by the emigrants while stil! on the road near the end of their journey. The more
relevant aspects of integrity for listing under Criteria A and B include "location”, "setting", and
"associanion”. For listing under Criteria D, they include “location”, "design”, "materials” and
“assoctation”,

Farmsteads. This property type is impertant to the "Regional Settlement” theme of 1846 to 1919,
Establishment of farms and restdences spread eastward along the route from Oregon City beginning
in the fate 1840s and proceding toward Mt. Hood after the tuen of the century. The earliest
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settlementsare no jonger represented by standing remains, but likely persist as archaeological sites.
A description of the general character of typical initiaf settlements and earliest historic landscapes
gives clues to likely archaeclogical “fisgerprints” (O'Donnelt 1991: 46, 121). The evolution of the
physical characteristics of agrarian establishments has aiso been recently elaborated with the
appropriate emphasis on “farm groups” and landscapes (Speulda 1989). Standing structures still do
persist from the later 1800s. The more visible properties of this type wouid be eligible for the
National Register primarily under Criteria A, association with important events, in this case
association with aregionallyimportant industey. Criteria B, associationwithimportant persons, may
also apply. Inregard to archeological deposits, Criteria D, informationvalue, would primarilyapply.
Recent literature on method and theery in historical archaeology has offered definition of a number of
scholarly research questions particularly relevant to this property type (Sciyler 1978; Hardesty
1980; Spencer-Wood 1987; Deagan 1988; Deetz 1988; Leone and Potter 1988; Seasholes 1990; Stein
1990; Wilsoa 1990). These research questionsinclude:

(1) What were the gender roles of proving-up the homestead and its cogtinued success?

(2) What was the role of wage earners in assisting the economical success of the homesteads and
otherlandclaims?

(3) Whar was the role of ethnicity (the pames associated with the homesteads indicate a broad
range of backgrounds)?

(4) Towhatextentwas agriculturepracticed?
(5) Werethere specificlifestyles associated with homestead successes or failures?

(6) Whatroledid the rural settlements play in the development of frontier market economies of
western Oregon? What is the amouat of manufactured commodities from afar relative to
"folk" items produced locally and how does this refiect greater dependency on a national
marketplace?

(7) How did rural society evolve in its adaptation to localized and variable environmental
conditions from Oregon City to Government Camp? What were the changing land use
patterns in agriculture as refated to sewtlement? What was the duration and variability of
homestead settiement in a particular area? What were the alterations of the historic landscape
patternthroughtime?

(8) Did specific status groups evolve? If so, what were their household size and compositions,
age, education, social and physical mobility, and length of time settled in the rural
enviropment?

(9) What were common household compositions and theirincome strategies? Structure of social
and political relations associated withrural ecopomicproduction?

(10) Are there changing patterns of production and consumption practices, and increased material
standardization through time? Particularly, what wasthe impact of transportation changes on
theinventory of material culturalavaitabletoruratinhabitants?

(11) Are economic cycles apparent? What efforts were madeto eahance productivity?

Stage stopsiesorts. This property typeis important to the 1884 to 1919 "Land Travel" theme. This
time period marks the begianing of arecreation industry that primarily serves the City of Portland
area and is increasingly important to the region today. The properties associated with this theme

therefore represent the pioneering efforts of this historical development. The more visible properties



of this typewould be eligible for the National Register primarily under Criteria A, association with
importantevents, inthis case association with aregionallyimportant industry. CriteriaB, association
with important persons, may also apply. Inregard toarcheological deposits, Criteria D, information
value, would primarily apply. Relevant researchquestionsare:

(1) How does the facility reflect expansion of the capitalistic marketplace into new regions

(frontier marketplace)? What was the scale of operations? Were the operations diversified or

ialized? What contributed to suecess or fatlure of a recreational facility, such as
associated lifestyles? Did afacility serve as a destination resort or as arest stop?

(2) Whatwerethetiestotheregional/national marketplace?

(3) What was the class of patrohs, such as their socio-economic standing, as represented by
status markers in the archaeological record? What were the consumption patterns of the
patrons and the long-term occupants?

{(4) How was the organization of living space arranged between patrons and occupants? What
wasthe geographic distribution of activities withinthe resort?

(5) Wastherecreational facility associated with a household (size, age and sex composition)?

Character defining fearures can be substantial, including still extant standing structures constructed
during the first two decades of the 20th century or archaeological deposits containing artifacts (table
and cook ware; cabin furniture; early amto parts) dating to the time period. The 'best example’
consists of a complex of structures including main residence, lodge building and barn/garage. The
rainimum level requirement would consist ofintact archaeological deposits specifiedabove. Relevant
aspects of integrity would be the similar to the supply source property type.

Ferrres: The more important properties of this type would be eligible for the National Register
primarily under Criteria A, association with important events. Research questions associated with
Criteria D eligibility would be much the same as the tollgate property type. Character defining
features would be very limited for this resource type. The ‘best example' consists of a gearby
residence of the ferry operator and pilings along the river bank providing & mooring for the ferry.
The minimum level requirement would simply consist of the mooring remains, Environmental
associative characteristics would be with major streams and rivers. This association serves also to
detract from the long-term preservation of the property type, particularly weathering through long
term exposure to water and destruction due to historic flood episodes. Important aspects of integrity
for Criteria A wounld include "location, “ “design," “setting," "et}zeling, “and “association”.

Distributional Patterns of Property Types

Property types associated with the three historic context themes differ in their geographic
distribution, both in density of occurresce and location. The distribution of each is considered
below.

Wagonroadremains: Though the wagon road was once a continwous linear cuiteral feature across
the landscape, modern-day remnants occur in a discontinuous manner, The current distribution is
determined by land use activities imposed since the close of the emigrant period, including
enhancement of theroad for overland wavel, and narural erosion, most notably the 1964 flood of the
SandyRiver. Remains are found inlocations (1) unattractive for agricuitural development, (2) where
extensiveresidential development has not occurred, (3) where subsequent road improvements has
resulted inabandonment of the original roadbed, (4) not susceptible to intensive tractor logging, and
(5) which has not been substantially altered by the 1964 flood.
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Proneer campsites: Campsite {ocations used by emigrants appear 10 0CCTl immediately on the
Barlow Road route according to emigrant diaries. Linle effort was made to wander very far off the
route for any purpose. Itis possible that just about every reasonably flat parcel of fand was used at
least once by an emigrant party for either overnight stays, or simply nooning. The diaries do suggest
ageneral periodicityto the locations of the more commonty used campsttes. These {ocations are

imarily near river crossings (Zigzag River at R hododendron; Sandy River east of Brightwood and
northeast of Sandy) and on ridgetop {ocations following difficuit ascents that proved wearisometo the
wornout emigrants and theirteams.

Cache sites: Cache sites created by emigrants, as opposed 0 mititary use during the emigrant
period, would likely form a distinctive patiern of occurrence. Cache focations would be situated
along road segments that appeared tothe emigrantto pewithin areasonable distance from theujtiraate
destination of the party making later retrieval likely. They would more likely occur in areas where
travel waspacticularty difficult, orimmediately aheadof such areas, ualess the physical deteriorating
condition of the wagon or team was the principal factor for reducing the load. The segment of route
from Sandy to Oregon City would be cossidered very low probably of having cache {eatures due 1o
its proximity to civilization which provided other meansto pioneers for salvaging treasured cargo.
The likelihood of cache feature oCCUITENCES would begin to increase along the Barlow Road toward
the east from Sandy with the highest zone of probability occurring between Laurel Hill and the east
slope of the Cascades. Only one cache site is known at present along the Bariow route in Clackamas
County, thatbeing at Government Camp. Other sitesare likely.

Pioneer grave sites. Emigrant gravesite locations are likely situated a short distance from the
rraveledroute, primarily at locations with some soil deposition to allow pelow ground burial, though
thisfactoris not mandatory. Giventhe highattrition rate antributed to emigrant travel over the Oregon
Trail, it is possible that gravesites are situated more or less continuously along the route (Rieck
1991). Because of the camarked nature of most of these sites, @ distribution pattern can not be
readityreconstructed.

Tolfgates The placement of tollgates along the Barlow Road was largely depeadent oz therestrictive
characterof travel atong certain road segments, thus not allowing parties o individuals to avoid the
location of  tollgate, Only four toligate {ocations are known for the Barlow Road in Clackamas
Couaty and only one of those islocated on present-day private fands within the geographic boundary
of this historic context. That is the Revenue toligate near the second Sandy River crossiag which
operated from 1853 to 1865. Consequently, the distribution pauern of this resource type is limited.

Supply sources: The tWo sub-types of supply sources have differing distributional paiterns.
Permanent sources for the primary emigrant period are limited to the last segment of Barlow Road
from the second Sandy River crossing to Oregon City. Most aotable are Philip Foster's place,
established sincethe beginning of use of the Barlow Road, and the Revenue place, which provided
the emigrants supplies after 1853. The temporary sources may have been present in variousocations
along the Barlow Road above the second Sandy River crossing aftet 1850, Most notably is a supply
source just prior to the first Sandy River crossing east of the Brightwood towasite according to an
1853 diary entry. It is likely that temporary supply sources became associated with common
campsiteslateinthe emigrant period, thus having asimilar distributional pattern, and, conversely, the

estaablishment of settlersalong theroute - the 1860s became the choice for some campsite locations.

Farmsteads: Because of the overwhelmingly prominent rural character of settiement along the
Barlow Road, early settlements were more broadly spaced and older toward Oregon City. This
patterning wasa function of the date of settlement and acreages available by current land law: 320
acres per person for those in Oregon by 1850; 160 acres per person for those settled by 1855; and, 80
acres per person allocated by the 1862 Homestead Act. Therefore, the spacing pattern refiected the
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larger land slaims early intime during settlement of the Eagle Creek to Oregon City area. Settiements
above Sandy are later, smaller and of less agrarian orientation the farther east toward Mt. Hood.

Stagestopsiresorts. Land traveler services would be limited tothe upper segment of the Barlow Road
route above the townsite of Sandy. As the first significant road improvemests occurred late in the
1800s, particularly the road- from Portland to Sandy, the serwce locations would progressively
became established further east ontheroute.

Field visibility of the above property types vary greatly. However, due to the rapid deterioration of
structures when abaandoned in the western QOregon climate, even built resources quickly transform
into an archaeological deposit. Methods used to conduct field surveys are provided below which
were first developed and implemented for the eastern segment (Phase 1) of the Barlow Road in
Clackamas County for the 1990-91 project and continued for the second phase of the project from

Sandy to Oregon City.



Barlow Road Identification Procedures

A number of steps were followed in the 1990-92 Bariow Road Inventory Project, first to
determine the initial route corridor for study and then to identify actual road remains. These
procedures are enumerated below, beginning with determination of the route based on existing
information and following through on-the-ground inspection 'to identify and assess visible road
remnants.

A, Jnrtial Determination of Possible Rouvte

Several sonrces of information were used to determine the most likely route for which to
pursce initial property owner contacts, informant interviews, and field investigations. The steps
followed are described below in sequential order. It was asticipated that adjustments to the initially
identified corridor would occur asinformant interviews andfield investigations proceeded.

1. As a beginning, the 1981 National Park Service management plan maps and Clackamas
County's 1988 “Maps of the Barlow Road", were used to guide the research of original {and
survey notes and platmaps. A list of townships traversed and section lines intersected by the
Barlow Road was compiled.

2. One day's reconnaissance was then spent driving on public roads as closely as possible to
the perceived Barlow Road course to gain familiarity with the general terrain and natoral
obstaclesthatlikelyinfluencedtravel.

3. Withthe above list of townships and section lines, the original land survey notes dating from
1852 for the Oregon City area to 1884 for the Government Camp area were methodically
reviewed (see Appendix 6). Since the surveyors normally identified noteworthy humasn-
made (including wagon roads) and natural features transected by their traverses, this source
of information is considered of paramount importance for determining the location of the
Barlow Road. Distances from section corners were trauscribed for wagon roads and key
environmentaf features observed, the latter including the top or foot of a bluffs/hills and
stream courses. ‘This information not only identifies distances from cadastral markers, but
more importantly identifies distances between a point on the wagon road and a natoral
featore, the tatter of which has normally maintained a greater consistency of location and is
easiertoidentify in the field than serveyors’ corner markers.

4. Information from the surveyors' notes was then plotied on the most recent edition of
U.8.G.S. 7.5' topographic quadrangle maps. Intersection points were measured
(convesting chain measurements in the surveyor notesto distancesinfeet, 1 chain= 66 feet),
and a small dash placed at the intersection point of the wagon road and section line at an
orientation consistent with the road course bearing noted by the surveyors. This combination
of information denotes not only the location of the route, but also the direction of travel at
that point. Also marked on topo quads were intersection points for noteworthy natural
features. This information serves two purposes: enhanced possibilities of identifying the
road course in the field, and, as a quality control check in plotting road information by
assuring that feature focations on the topo quads conform to the surveyors' measurements.

5. Following the plotting of road intersection points, the 1981 National Park Service maps, the
1988 Clackamas County maps, and the original surveyors' plat maps (commonly produced
by a draftsman from the surveyor's notes a short period of time after completion of the
survey) were used to estimate the road course between section lines. In addition,
information on geomorphic features evident on the topo quads and the first-hand familiarity
with the area were employed, as well, to assess likely routes,
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Given the route estimates between section lises, another source of original survey
information could be utilized. Boundary surveys of Donation Land Claims (DLC) were
performed shortly after the township surveys, primarily toward the Oregon City end of the
Barlow Road. A list of potentially intersected DLC boundaries was made and the DLC
survey notes were reviewed as above with the section fines. Distances recorded from DLC
corners to wagon roads and noteworthy natural features Were transctibed as above. Where
1o wagon road references were found, survey notes for alternative DLC boundaries within
the section werereviewed.

Lot

7. DLC boundary information was then plotted on the USGS maps and modifications in the
probable road course were made to accomodate wagon road intersection points with the DLC
boundaries. s

8. Thenextstepinthe initial road routeidemtification phase was the check of the ploted course
with the mapped Clackamas Couaty and NPS road courses. Some significant deviations
from the NPS route was apparent. At this point, other historical maps were identified and
inspected to assess their conformance with the plotted route, Over 50 maps were identified
for the project area (see Appendix 7). Not only do these maps show patteras of routechange
through time, but also dedote where settlers had become established along the route and the
pattern of development of the buili environment. The {atteriaformation would suggest where
stroctural and archaeological remains may be foundinthefield.

9. Using the criginal surveyors' notes, Barlow Road datum points (indicated by red trianguwar
symbols) were plotted onto Clackamas County property maps in addition to locations of
noteworthy natural landmarks (indicated by blue circles). Using projected route information
from the topographic quads, a projected route centerline was drawn.  Following
identification of aroute centerline, the 600 foot wide corridor boundaries were drawn (300°
to each side of the centertine).

10. Using Book XV (Hoodland Study Area), Book IV (Sandy, Boring Study Area), and Book
X1 (Carver, Eagle Creek, Fischers Mill Study Area) of the “Clackamas Couaty Cultural
Resource Inventory" (1984), historic properties recorded within the wagon road cerridor
were identified. This information not oaly addressed the location of recorded sites, but
informed which sites/{eaturesidentified in the field have not beenrecorded.

11. The Oregon State Historic Preservation Office was then visited to idemtify relevant
informarion housed in their files. Information concerning the wagon road route, recorded
historic properties, and prehistoric archaeological siteswasreviewed.

12. Emigrant diaries were reviewed to identify the route traveled, campsite locations and other
notable cultural and natural featuresimportant toroad users.

The above proceduresresultedin aplotted road centertine estimate, anidemtified trail corridor
and the possibility of associated historic sites. Known cultural resource sites within the corridor were
identified for field identification and provide an inventory base that could be expanded upon during
the course of field investigations and informant interviews. Using this baseline of information, the

fieldinspectionprocessbegan.

B. Verificatron of Barlow Road Remains and Associzted Featvres

As in the initial route identification phase where a series of steps were followed in
determining the projectedroute, anew series of steps was pursued in the fieid studies. These steps
are described in sequential orderbelow.
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Using the mapped information described abave, the initial step in field verification was to
meet with knowledgeable people and organizations to identify the more popularly known
road remains locations, factors influencing on-the-ground modern access Lo the wagon road
route, and to establish contacts with cther knowledgeable persons and key property OWaers.
Organizational contactsforthis step included the Oregon-California Trails Association (both
focal Northwest Chapter and national representatives); the Sandy Pioneer and Historical
Soctety, the Jacknife-Zion-HorseheavenHistorical Society, the SeatleOffice of the National
Park Service and the Clackamas County Historical Society. Individuals contacted were
primarilythoseinvolvedin the previous Clackamas County Bartow Road project, including
Jim Tompkins, Claire Belsher, Michael Jones and Fiwin Shibley, and Clyde Woodard, a
long-term resident at Wildwood. lnformation gained through these contacts further refined
the projected trail roste established in the above described process and identified associated
historical sites and features of interest to the project.

The Clackamas County assessor maps bearing the plotted projected wagon road route was
then submitted tothe county for a listing of persons who owa property within the corridor.
Using the assessors maps and the contputer printout of owners, a Listing was made for nse in
pursuing telephone contacts. The listing was organized into eleven route segments. Summit
Meadow: Government Camp; Rhododendron; the south bank segment to Brightwood; the
north bank route from Brightwood to the base of Devils Backbone; Devils Backbone;
second Sandy River crossing, Forresier, Eagle Creek to Feldheimers; Springwater; and,
Holcomb.

The fist of effected property OWners was prioritized based on several cogsiderations. First,
the prioritization was on ageneral level among the elevea route segments listed in the above
step. In the first year of survey work, elevational considerations and the impending wiater
weather season lead to the Government Camp area being priotitized first and the
Rhododendron segment second. Likelifiood of discovering physical remains of the wagon
road led to Devils Backbone being prioritized third, The south bank segment and second
Sandy River crossing segments Were prioritized fast. Prioritization of property owner
contacts within each segment was based onthe following factors: focation of plotted Barlow
Road datum points o0 the assessor maps, amouat of landholdings, location of knows trail
remains. and known length of family residency inthe area.

To aid public contacts as well as inform the public of the project, public meetings were held
{n the Welches aod Eagle Creek commuaities and volusteers were recruited. Information
from those attending the meetings and contacts introduced by volunteers added to the
prioritization established intheabovestep.

To provide a system for recording different types of road-related phenomena and 1o assist
later site evaluations, a classificatory system of five levels of wagon road integrity was
adapted (see Appendix 8).

Individual properties were then field inspected to identify road remains and other culteral
resource values. Field survey procedures varied for individual properties depending on
severalfactors:

a A brief reconnaissance was performed for properties significantly impacted by
developmentor major erosional events. Commercial development and the 1964 flood have
greatly altered the surface of some properties.

b. If an informant was available who could readily jdentify extant road remaigs that copform

to historical documentation, then survey was primarily limited to the road course and



immediateareas. 'In those cases, additional pedestrian survey of the general corridor width
was limited to locations where associated historic sites {such as cemeteries, meadows and
buildings)wereapparent.

c. i noinformant information was available and the condition of the property was such that
the historic terrain is still visible to some degree, then a pedestrian survey of the corridor was
performed. This investigation was normalty accomplished by walking transects at intervals
30 to 50 meters oriented perpendicular to the projected road route with the width of the
surveyed area defined by cormdor boundaries or areas of significant disturbance within those
boundaries.

As the field surveys proceeded, several forms of documentation were maintainedincluding
survey reports for individual properties, site forms for focations of road remains, and
updated topographic and county property maps showing the wagonroad route as refinements
were made based on newly gained information.

. Asthe field work progressed and a specific route was identified other sources of information
were acquired, Key sources included Clackamas County road survey data, early highway
design maps at the Oregon Department of Transportation in Salem and Portland, and early
20th centurytopographicmaps.

. Also during the performance of field work, several sets of aerial photos were consulted (see
Appendix 7)to determine: (1) if road remains could be distinguished prior to and following
field work, (2) what patrern of land use has occurred in certain areas of development, and (3)
determine the extent of damage to the old road route by the 1964 flood.

. A management summary form was completed for each property traversed by the route,
regardless if the property was surveyed or if road remains exist on the property. Information
provided onthe forms identifiesroute condition, special features associated with the section,
appropriateness of special designation and open space assessments, interpretation and
recreation use potentials, interestin property acquisition, and sensitivity to visitors.
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~ Evaluation

This section assesses the physical characteristics, associative qualities and information
potential of known propertics. To perform the assessment, each property is compared to the
character defining features of the relevant property type Lo evaluate their integrity and physical
condition. The two-fold evaluation process required by Oregon State Historic Preservation Office
guidance (1989)is applied to each of theproperties.

Wagon road remaras. The primary resourcetype for the Barfow Road historic context statement is
this category. As a group, remaining Wagon road segments are assigned to the 1847-1865 time
iod and are of high local interest, high sentimentai value, associated with several prominent
individuals (Barlow, Palmer and Foster) and are clearly associated with a major historical event. The
segments have 110 associations with dthnic groups and offer no elements of craftsmanship. Each
segment identified by the Barlow Road Inventory Project are individually assessed below. A more
complete description is provided inOregonState historicsite inventory forms.

1. Fast Government Camp Segment

The major portion of this refatively short road segment has essentially sarvived development
of a high density residential area of town. The central and eastern portion of the segment
have limited direct alterations oftheroadbed by the intersection of a public road and the use
of & short section as a driveway. This road section lies in close proximity to an 1884
surveyor observation point. The western portion of this segment has been built more directly

o as the lots are smaller nearer the town center. However, 2 short section of road is still
visible just east of the route’s descent to the present-day Lows center. The character defining
features of this road segment is & AITOW, compacted soil surface. The fragile pumice
surface has retained small, but continaous berms on both shoulders of the roadbed and the
compaction of the roadbed provides a break in the natural contour of the south facing
hillside. Though the roadbed has been only stightly altered directly, the setting is very
altered. Naturaldeteriorationforcesare not great but some active erosion is apparent where
runoff follows the old roadbed as it descends a gentle slope. There are no associated
historical features. Portions of this segment retain high 1integrity of location, design,
materials and association. Encroachment of residential development has compromised
setting and the built environment detractsfrom the feeling of the historic character. The site
does convey the relationship of human migration to the property (association) and the design
and materials reflects historic functions and technologies, therefore, it is eligible for the

National Register under Criteria D for beingillustrative of the relationship of the road course
to paturatjandforms.

2. West Government Camp Segment

The majority of this lengthy segment remains in 2 natural woodtand setting with a brief
section traversing a natural meadow. The most dramatic alteration is because of the
intersection of State Highway 26. Much of the old road segment north of the highway is
used as a two-track road and has 19th century historic settiement debris along the road
course, in the meadow area. South of the highway is a lengthy “pristine" segment in 2
woodland setting. The only, and very limited alteration, is where the route passes anisolated
residence. Associated historic features on the southern subsegment is a series of possible
mid-19th century cache pits used by travelers over the route, Character defining fearures of
this section are distinctive earthern bermson both shoulders of the parrow roadway, lack of
tree growth or boulders on the roadbed, and a break in the natural contour of the gentle
hillslopesthat it traverses. The southern subsegment is well maintained and protected by 2
local resident, and is not threatened by narurat erosion. There is adjoining public ownership
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and, ownership by an emironmentally gz;cective orgamization. In sum, the roadbed and
setting has only been stightly altered. This segment strongly retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, feeling and association, thus readily qualifying for listing wader
Criteria A. Itis the most interpretable segment of Barlow Road remains identified in the
19%90-92 inventory project.

. East Rhododendron Segment

Anexcellent, short segment. The westendis on U.S. Forest Service lands which has been
partiallyimpacted by blading to enhance vebicufaruse. The character defining featuresof the
excelient portion on private lands is pronounced, high shoulders as the traffic apparemtly
wore deeply into the soft soil surface, mmerous boulders displaced to the shoulders, and the
fack of any substantial tree,growth in the roadbed despite the dense woodland setting.
Preservation of the historic setting is good with nearby residential and highway devetopment
shielded by an uadeveloped woodland setting immediately along the route. The segmentis
potentiallyimperiledby its proximity to the State Highway 26 right-of-way north boundary
and pendinﬁlhighway widening projects. Natural erosion threats are minimal. There are no
associated historical features. Integrity of this segmentis good for design, setting, materials
and feeling. The location is generally in conformance with 1898 survey plats. Its
association with the Barlow Road has been further substantiated through contacts with local
informants. It is the best preserved portion of the Barlow Road in the Rhododendron
community and qualifiesfor Nationaf Register listing under Criteria Aand D.

. West Rhododendron Segment

Most of this Barlow Road segment is cucrently used as driveways for several residences. A
portion of the segment was formerlty used as  single lane private road, Chinook Lane. A
part of that former {ane that is now used as a residential drive has pronounced earthen berms
and numerous boulders aligned along both shoulders, much fike the east Rhododendron
segment. Only a very short segment remainsin “pristine’ condition, located at the very west
end of the segment as the route enters a natural meadow feature known locally as Pioneer
Meadow. This short section has pronounced earthern berms on both shoulders as it curves
down a bank to the meadow floor. The meadow appears to be on public lands immediately
adjacent to private lands and has been largely impacted by State Highway 26 construction.

The meadow likely marks the crossing point by the emigraats of the Zigzag River. Portions
of this segment have been totally eradicated byinstallation of a drainfield and construction of
Mitchell Road. Obviously, the historic setting has been greatly altered by the built
environment of residences and roads. In som, much of this segment, though still

recognizable and supported by historic accounts, has been largely compromised by modern-
day development. The segment rates low in integrity of design, setting and feeling. Integrity
of location and association has been established through original surveyors' notes and early
Rhododendron town maps. It can not be considered eligible under Criteria A or D becanse
of the lack of integrity of design, setting and feeling.

. Faubion Segment

This approximate 1/2 mile segment traverses the length of the James Creighton homestead,

dty first settled in 1906 and patented in 1919. A cluster of structures was constructed
onthe homestead near the east property boundary around 1912. The large residence, fodge
and garage/barn straddle the historic road route and fikely served travelers who took auto
tours along the Barlow Road route the first two decades of the 20th century. The facilities
presently are used as a girl scout camp. East of the stroctures is a short segment of driveway
on the private property that corresponds to the historic route. Much of the driveway from
State Highway 26 traverses U. S. Forest Service lands and its correspondence with the
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historic road is unknown. Most of this historic road segment is located west of the structures
and continuesto existin “pristine” condition, except atthe far west end of the segment where
the roadbed becomes far less distinguishable. It is likely that early logging activities have
obscured that short portion of the segment. The majority of the segment is maintained as a
biking trail for camp use posing minimal impacts to the historic character of the rvad, The
location of this segment conforms with the 1898 General Laad Office plat map, tabelled the
“Mt. Hood Toll Road". Various locations along this roadway still have earthen berms and
no trees or boulders occur in the roadbed, The former residence of Airlie Mitchell,
constructed in the 1920s, is located a short distance west of this segment. Also, Mitchell
Meadow located west of the residence apparently served as a pioneer campsite according to
emigrant diary entries. In sum, this segment represents an excellent representation of the
route as it courses through ecologically wet areas near the south bank of the Zigzag River and
presents anexcellent opportuanity for continued preservation. Thisroad segment retains good
integrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, location and association. The segment readily
qualifiesfor National Register listing vnder Criteria A and D.

Wemme to Wildwood Segment

This approximate one mile segment extends through velewet soils south of State Highway
26 west from the townsite of Wemme through BLM's Wildwood recreational park.
Remaantsof the old roadbed still exist over most of the segment. Much of the ceatral and
eastern portions of the segment appears as ashallow, narrow, linear swale coursing through
dense vegetation, Surface water ponds at many locations in the swale and bear grass is a
common vegetation distinctively growing inthe wet remains. Most of these remains in these
two portions of the road segment traverse undeveloped properties. The western portion of
the road segment is drier and passes through BLM's Wildwood Park. This portion received
a National Register of Historic Places designation inthe 1970s. The location of the observed
road remains conforms with original surveyors' observations in 1882 and early county
property maps. Most of the road segment traverses undeveloped properties. Some short
subsegments of this one mile segment have been impacted by modern roads traversing the
segment and one portion is currently used as a single fase bladed road. An old, large log
structure, located on private lands nearthe BLM eastern property boundary, possibly served
auto tours along the route early this century. The historic setting has, overall, been little
altered by development and conveys an excellent historic character of traversing soggy
western Oregon terrain. Thisroad segment retains high integrity of location, setting, feeling,
design and association and qualifiesfor Nationat Register listing under Criteria Aand D.

. Rock Corral Segment

This half mile segment is situated on a kigh Sandy River terrace between the porth bank of
the Sandy River and Marmot Road. Much of this segment is currently used as residential
driveways. These driveway subsegments have been asphalted, gravelled, or simply used as
two-track roads. All have been maintained in single-lanestatus. Much of the route had also
been used to skid logs during logging activities years ago. Short "pristine” subsegments
may be found at property boundaries. Though theroadbed hasbeen targely altered, the rural
wood!and setting maintainsthe historiclandscape since most residences are located adistance
from the road route. Location conforms to 1872 surveyor cbservations. The eastend of this
segment is on public property and was nominated by the BLM to the National Register of
Historic Places in the 1970s. The primary stimulus for the designation is a purported pioneer
campsite, known as Rock Corral. However, lintle historical documentation for this
assignment has beenfound to date, including approximately 30 emigrant diariesreviewed for
the Barlow Road Inventory Project. Archaeological test excavations performed in 1992
failed to yield any historic period artifacts. Given the lack of archival and archaeological
support for the existence of a campsite, the appropriateness of the national designation is
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quegtionable. It sum, though clearly traceable through this 1/2 mile distance of rural
woodlands, the roadbed has been largely impacted by more recent use. Therefore, this
segment has poor integrity of design, feeling and materials and association(historiccharacter
is not well conveyed), moderate integrity of setting, and retains high integrity of location. It
is not considered eligible under Criteria Aor D.

. Ascentof Devils Backbone Segment o

This short 1/4mile segment represents the beginning difficult ascent of the Devils Backbone.
Possible remains of the old road course are located at a crossing of an unnamed creek at the
base of the mountain and along its west bank, extending upstream for only 4 few hundred
feet immediately below the current, paved couaty road before leading up the toe of a
ridgeline. The portion of road along the stream course has been used for access by the
pr owner to other parcels located upstream prior to construction of a new road
described below. An 1872 surveyor's wagon road referen;iroimis [ocated in proximity to
the stream crossing location, The lower portion of the hiflside section has been greatly
impacted by private road construction leading north from the county road, Excellent road
remains extend from the private bladed road vphill to near the first bench where the road
course has been used for tractor logging near the top of the slope before disappearing into a
cleared field. Noother historic features are associated withthis segment. Character defining
features are a treeless corridor, compaction of the roadbed cauvsing 2 slight break in the
aatural hiliside and stream terrace contours, and slight shoulderberms on the short “pristine”
section. This segmentretainsintegrity of setting, location and, toa degree, design due to the
straight uphill character of the hillside section (indicative of wagon road courses). However,
it is deficient in integrity of association becanse of its brevity conveying very little historic
character. The segmentis not eligible for National Register listing under Criteria Aor D.

. Devils Backbone Segment

This approximately 3 mile segment of the Barlow Road extends along the ridgetop of the
prominent landform, Devils Backbone. This feature, infamous to the emigrants, offered
steep ascents and descents and a mostly dry journey across the landform. Most of the
segment has been highly impacted by county road construction, agricultural andresidential
development and tractor logging. However, some excellent (“pristine”) subsegments stifl
remain, particolarly the final portion of the ascent up the Backbone near the east end of the
segment, This section has pronounced earthen berms asthe traffic eroded substantial rutsin
the soft soils. Few trees are growing in the roadbed, but much brush. The location
conforms well to 1860 surveyor observations. This segment offers numerous historical
associations, including homesteads, an early townsite (Marmot), a pioneer gravesite, and a
possible pioneer campground. Some of the homesteads were the earliest along the Barlow
Road route east of the Sandy townsite.

The pronounced intermittent character of road remains in this segment complicates
assessments, Overall, the segment lacks integrity of design, setting, feeling and association
in many areas where remains are short and isofated. However, the one section in proximity
to Marmot described above does retain good integrity of location, design, materials and
association and lesser integrity of setting and feeling because of the intersecting county road.
The segment is eligible for National Register listing primarily under Criteria D, but partly
under Criteria Aas well.

10. Sandy River Crossing Segment

This approximate 1.5 mile segment offers some excellent remains, particularly at the base of
Devils Backbone near the east end of the segment and near the west end of the segment
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immediately along the sorth bank of the Sandy River dowastream from the Revenue Bridge.
These sections have occasional earthen berms and are free of trees and boulders. The central
portion of the segment has been highty impacted by county road construction and some
residential development. The west end of the road segment follows the south baak of the
Sandy River upstream before turning south and generally following the current county road
alignment away from the river course. This portion of the segment includes two short
“pristine" sections identified by a narrow, shallow swale at oge location and a narrow,
compactedroadbed on the side of the biuff. The latter is focated immediately below the
current county road. Another section at the river crossing jocation is currently improved for
residential accessto a 1920s large log structure. Location has been generally established
through original 1860 survey notes and oral history of early residents. Historical
associationsincludea possible pioneer campsite at the east end, two early homesteads, two
marked pioneer cemeteries (Cliffside and Revermue) and two river crossing sites with early
road remains on the north bank to the water's edge. The central section of this segment
retains good integrity of design, location, materials, and association, and some integrity of
setting andfeeling. Like the Dlevils Backbone segment, this segment is eligible for National
Register listing primarily under Criteria D, but partly under Criteria A as well.

11. Sandy Ridge Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is approximately 1500' in leagth with the eastern haif
biaded by recent logging activity and the western portion remaining in excellent condition.

The road segment begins at the intersection of Ten Eyck Road and Rivers End Drive near the

base of a steep hitl which rises to a broad ridgetop bench on which 15 located the townsite of
Sandy. A deep swale extends first to the south into a clear-cut area before curving west.

This initial section of the segment has apparently been greatly affected by logging activities
and erosion, the latter due to the orientation of the section directly down the hillslope. As the

road curves tothe west it begins to traverse up the hillslope and appears more as a roadbed

than the previous section. The first portion of the hiliside traverse 1s in the recent clear-cut

area and has been used as a skid road with blading having widened the roadbed and

established road cuts on the uphill shoulder of the road course, The course then enters a

woadiand at the township line between R4E and RSE still maintaining the westward

orfentation. At this point of transection of the towaship line, fand surveyors in 1855 noted,

“Crossimmigrant road, course E & S70W." The location of the old notation point and the

given road orientation correspond with the 1992 field observations. The roadbed at this
point also begins gaining greater elevation as it continues to traverse the increasingly steep

hillside, This section of the road segment was reportedly used for [ogging activity earlier this
century, but resulting in considerably lesser impacts to the roadbed than the more recent
logging activitiesto theeast, Consequently, this section of the roadbed retains primitiveroad

characteristics including: narrowness of width; few and only smalf vphill shoulder cuts; and,

less consistency of road grade, The historic setting of the western portion of this segment

has been little altered by development and couveys an excellent historic character of
traversing a difficult hitlside in western Oregon terrain. This portion retains high integrity of
location, setting, feeling, design and association and qualifies for National Register listing

under Criteria A and D. After gaining considerable elevation the roadbed beginsto turn more

directly uphill, to the southwest and becomes obscure as the route nears a sharp curve of Ten

Eyck Road at the top of the steep bluff.

12, Deep Creek Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is broken into four sections interrupted by State Highway
211 and aresidential development. The road segment begins near the west shoulder of State
Highway 211 a short distance downhill from the intersection of State Highway with Tickie
Creek Road. In 1855 land surveyors intersected the “Immigrant road, course N75E & SW"






near the above present-day intersection as they were establishing the 21/28 section lige. A
shallow, narrow, straight swale is oriented along a weeless corridor in a southwest direction
through an undeveloped lot, diverging from the highway aligament. After 300 feet, it
terminates at a property boundary where residential development hias erased furtherremains.

The next section to the south is focated near the east shoulder of State Highway 211 and is
short, being approximately 50 feet in length, It is a deep, narrow swale, eahanced by
erosion, extending directly up 2 low hillsidefrom the west shoulder of the abandoned 1920s
market roadbed. It quickly disappears at the top of the hill, in a dense vadeveloped
woodland next tothe base of state highway fill.

The third section is located farther to the south near the west shoulder of State Highway 211,
This section is aiso short, approximately 150 feet in length, and is a shallow, linear swale
oriented parallel to the State Highway within 30 feet of the cleared portion of the right-of-
way. Itisina densely vegetated, undeveloped woodland with remains of the 1920s market
road fortherto the west.

The final road section is the best preserved remains. The road course begins near the
southeast shoulder of the State Highway and begins an ascent of a short, but steep, biulf by
traversing it at an angle, increasing elevation asit extends to the south. This section is 2
compactednacrow roadbed with slightly vneven road grade as it ascends the bluff. The
roadbed is mostly clear of brush and other vegetative growth, owing tothe compaction. The
road remains are intersected by market road remains at the top of the biufl and are visible as a
swale for only a few feet after passing under the market road. This section is approximately
230 feet in length, Like the other three, this section is alsa in an undevelaped woodland
setting.

There are no associated historical features. Portions of this segment retain high integrity of
location, design, materials and association. Impacts from highway construction have
compromised setting and the built environment detracts from the feeling of the historic
character. The site does coavey the relationship of fuman migration to the property
(association) and the design and materials reflect historic functions and technofogies,
therefore, itiseligible for the National Register nader Criteria D for being illustrative of the

relationship of theroad courseto a prominent natural fandform, Deep Creek drainage.

13, Jackknife Segment

This segment of the Barfow Road is composed of four short sections interrupted by State
Highway 211 (a two-lane paved road) and agricuitoral and residential development. The
road segment begins on a southfacing hillside above the north shoulder of State Highway
211, approximately 500 feet west of the pioneer Forrester Cemetery, A deep, winding swale
meanders downhill to the north shoulder of Highway 211 along a treeless corridor in a
southerly direction through an undeveloped portion of an agricultural area. The 200 foot
long subsegmeat is intersected by a graveled residential drive. The remains of old power
poles with glass insulators and threaded wooden insulator supports are within the swale
toward the upper end.

The next section is a short, but deep swale to the south, immediately across State Highway
211. Near the shoulder of the highway, it has been used for a small dump. From there it
passes through blackbetry growth and curves to the west before disappearing in an adjoining
cleared field. The third section, located farther to the west is very short, approximately 25
feet in length, and is a shallow, linear swale oriented directly dows a low, gently sloping
hillstope within dense vegetation in a woodland setting. A cleared field is at the top of the
hill and a small pond is located at the eastern edge of horse pasture at the base of the hall.
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The final road section is a 200 foot long shallow linear swale. The swale begins a short
distance south of the small pond, on the east edge of a horse pasture. The old road remains
extend toward the southwest through an open, grazed wocdland setting before disappearing
near the northeast corner of a residential strocture located on Jackknife Road. The historic
setting has been greatly altered by the built environment of residences, agriculrural fields and
roads.

Only portioss of this segment are still recoguizable. The segment rates fow in imegrity of
design, setting and feeling. Integrity of location and association has been established,
primarily through local informants with little collaberating archival data. It caa not be
considered eligible under Criteria A or D due to the lack of integrity of design, setting and

feeling.
14. Eagle Creek Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is composed of five short sections interrupted by Doty
Road (atwo-lane paved county road), Eagle Creek streambed, andresidential developments,
The road segment begins at the top of a steep bluff near the north bank of Eagle Creek. The
first section extends only 20 feet down below the top of the biuff, near the location where
Doty Road above approaches the top of the biuff before beginning a “hairpin” curve down
the biuff to the northwest. The bottom of the swale is truncated by the couaty road cut.
These remaias consist of a narrow, shallow swale and a pile of rock, apparently intended to
block travel onthe old roadbed when it was being replaced by another alignment of the road.
This short subsegment isin dense vegetation.

The second idemtifiable section of the Barlow Road consists of a used residential drive and a
short swale down alow hillside to the Eagle Creek lower stream terrace. The 350 foot used
portion begins at the west shoulder of Doty Road on a curve a short distance north of the
Eagle Creek bridge and continuesin a southwesterly direction untif disrupted by a residential
structure. The swale occurs at the back (southside) of the residence and consists of a
narrow, shallow swale with talus surface. No road remains are evident on the lowest
terrace, approaching the north bank of Eagle Creek. Impacts from past flood episodes and
residentiaf development have no doubt acted to obscure past road remains. In 1860 land
surveyors noted a road located near the south bank of Hagle Creek with 2 north/south
orientation indicating a crossing approximately 100 feet downstream from the present bridge
focation. Thiscrossing location aligns well with the above road remaigs.

The third section consists of a very short, narrow, shallow swale a short distance south of
the south bank of Eagle Creek, on the north shoulder of an unpaved access road to Mclver
State Park from Doty Road. The 20 foot long swale is obscured in vegetativeunderstory.
The fourth section is 2 350 foot long deep, distinctive swale that ascends the steep biuff
south of Eagle Creek immediatelybelow the current Doty Road alignment as it also ascends
the bluff. The two road alignments converge at the top of the bluff, passing through a
natural notch which has been enhanced by past Doty Road cosstruction. The swale is
currently filled with debris discarded from Doty Road above. Upon passing through the
bluff-top notch, the former wagon road again diverges from Doty Road to the east of the
current road alignment and is visible as a 200 foot long, narrow, treeless corridor through 2
woodland [ot. This section istruncated on the south end by a residential drive. In 1835 laad
surveyors noted aroad location oriented in a north/south direction near the south end of this
roadsection.

Upon crossing Doty Road from the previous section, a shallow, narrow swale is evident 2
short distance west of Doty Road and paralleling the current road alignment for 1,700 feet.



This road section is in an open, grassy field currently being developed as a golf course. As
to whether this swale is remains of an old road or a “dead furrow" from past field plowing is
notturrently discernible, though it does closely correspond to 1855 and 1860 land surveyor
observations resulting from establishment of dopation land claim boundaries and township
lines.

The historic setting has been greatly altered by the built environment of residences,
agricultural fields and roads. Ounly very short sections of this segment are still recognizable.
The segment rates low in integrity of design, setting and feeling. Imtegrity of location and
association has been established through early survey notes and maps. It can not be

considered eligible under Criteria A or D due to the lack of integrity of design, setting and
feeling.
15. Feldheimers Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is a coatinuous section of road extending dowshil! from
the west shoulder of Heiple Road at the top edge of the prominent biuff overfooking the
Clackamas River to near the base of the bluff. The road remains is a distinct compacted,
parrow roadbed rapidly descending the steep biuif. Some minor road work is evident, but
improvements were likely early for this segment of the Barlow Road since it provided access
to "Waldrip's sawmill" by the early 1850s. This descent is mentioned in one of the
emigrant's diaries. The segment has been impacted by erosion and spoils likely from road
construction of Heiple Road at the top of the biuff. Otherwise, itisin excellent condition. In
1861 land surveyors noted the focation of a road corresponding to the location of this
segment near thebottom of the bluff while establishing donation land claim boundaries.

There are no associated historical features. This segment retains high integrity of location,
setting, design, materials and association, The site conveys the relationship of humag
migrationto the property (association) and the design and materials reflect historic functions
and technologies. Therefore, it is eligible for the Nationa! Register under Criteria Aand D
for being illustrative of the refationship of the road course to 2 prominent patural landform,
ClackamasRiverbluff.

16. Gerber Segmeat

This segment of the Barlow Road is composed of two sections which likely represent tw0
stages of Barlow Road development. Abrief 40 foot, shallow swale extends directly down a
cleared, steeprorthfacing hillslopecurrentiyused as a horse pasture. .Road remains are not
visible at the top or bottom of the hill, perhaps due to past agricultoral activity. The second
section is {ocated along the hillstope a short distance to the east nearer Gerber Road. This
section is approximately 600 feet in fength. Itisa distinct compacted, narrow roadbed that
begins adescent of the bluff near Gerber Road and traverses the northfacing hillslopetoward
the west finalty reaching the bottom of the bluff near the swale described above and near the
south baok of Foster Creek. It is likely this road segment constiruted a realignment of
Barlow Road prior to 1855 when increased capability of performing road construction
activities allowed establishment of a more gradual ascent of the biuff. It replaced the first
section describedabove. The location of this section of road remains corresponds with the
{ocation and orentation identified by land surveyors in 1855 who noted, "Cross road 1o
Oregon City, S80W."

There ace no associated historical features. The second section retains high integrity of
location, setting, design, materials and association. The site conveys the relationship of
freman migration to the property (association) and the design and materials reflect historic
functions and technologies, therefore, itiseligiblefor the National Register uader Criteria A



and D for being illustrative of the relationship of the road course to a prominent natural
tandform, aClackamasRiverbiuft.

17. Clear Creek Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is composed of three short traces interrupted by unpaved
residential roads. The remains begin in the form of a short swale on the immediate west
bank of Clear Creek. Being inthe active floodplain the association of the swale to past road
use 1s somewhat uacertain. Remains of the road are not further apparent on the lower stream
terrace for almost 200 feet until 2 narrow compacted roadbed is visible on the northfacing
hillslope above the current residential drive. The roadbed is evident for approximately 80
feet in an open grassy area. A short distance further uphill, beyond the roadbed, is a short,
shallow swale extending more directly uphill in a heavily vegetated woodland setting,
truncated at the upper end by aresidential road. The swale is apparent above the road again
for only 20 feet until it reaces the top of the hill to the next higher stream terrace. This
swale section receives current use by residential traffic, primarily ail terrain vehicles.
Beyond this point the remains are no longer evident due to residential and agricultural
development,

The historic setting hasbeen greatly altered bythe built environment of residences and roads,
and streambank erosion. Only very short sections of this segment are still recognizable. The
segment rates low in integrity of design, setting and feeling. Integrity of location and
associationhas been established by early surveyor notes and through informant interviews.
It can not be coasidered eligible under Criteria A or D because of the lack of integrity of
design, setting andfeeling.

18. Moss Hifl Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is composed of four sections interrupted by residential and
road development and timber harvest activities. The road segment begias in a narrow creek
bottom with Dick Drive a short distance to the north and west. For almost 600 feet the road
remains are visible as the road course ascends Moss Hill on the eastern slope, being fairly
straight for the first 400 feet and then meandering more toward thetop. Forthe first 400 feet
a deep, narrow swale extends along 2 treeless corridor in a westerly direction through a
densely vegetated, largely undevelopedwoodland lot. Toward the top the remains are more
of a compacted, narrow roadbed before transitioning into a shallow swale at the top of this
subsegment. The section terminates near the east boundary of a natural gas pipeline right-of-
way Where pipeline construction has erased road remains. The eastern end of the segment
has beentruncated by Dick Drive nearits intersection with Hatton Road.

The second section is located approximatety 700 feet to the southwest, just south of Dick
Drive on a southfacing, gently sloping hillside. This section is short, beingapproximatefy
70feetinlength. Itisanarow, compacted linearroadbed situated in a deasely vegetated ot
immediately aorth of a residence. The section is oriented in a sovthwest directiop. It
disappears at a property boundary at the edge of a prepared residential fawn.

The third sectionis located farther to the south following the course of an usnamed stream,
This section extends over 1,000 feet uphill from the west shoulder of Hartan Road, at which
potnt it is vsed as a residential drive for a short distance, following the stream course in a
westerly direction, first on the north bank of the stream through a woodland setring and theg
crossing to the south bank where it passes through a large clear-cut area which is currently
planned for residential development. This section is a distinctive, narrow, compacted
roadbed.



The final road section, located farther west, isa short 50 foot shallow swale winding through
a wooded lot on a gently stoping, eastfacing hillside near the crest of the prominent hill
fearare. The swale has no trees growing within it, probably owing to COMPAction.

Twotime periods during the peak Barlow Road use are represented as indicated by archival
information. The first twa described sections, the upper portion of the long third section,
and the fourth section were apparently used prior to 1852. The upper portion of the third
section was extended downstream to Hattan Road in 1852.. Thus, the first two sections were
likely abandonedafterthatdate.

The pronounced intermittent character of road remains in this segment complicates
assessments. Overall the segment has integrity of location, materials, design, setting, and
association where remains occur in undevefoped portions of residential lots or undeveloped
acreage. Of lesser note is integrity of feeling due to the intersecting county road and
residential development. The'first and third sectiops are eligible for National Register listing
vnder Criteria Aand D.

19. Holcomb Valley Segment

This segment of the Barlow Road is composed of two sections interrupted by past timiber
cutting in a wetland setting. The road segment begins onthe north perimeter of the Holcomb
Valleyfloor west of Bradley Road where in 1852 a land surveyor noted the location of the
wagon road in an east/west orientation. Road remains immediatelyto the east have evidently
been erased by agricultural development. A compacted, treeless roadbed is oriented in an
east/west direction througha rural residential areamaintaining a constant elevation just above
the very wet valley floor. It has a distinctive berm on the downhill shoulder and a shight
worn cut into the uphill shoulder. This sectionis 450 feetin length and is fargely overgrowa
inblackbetry growth. It terminates at atree farm property which has erased further remains.

The other section begins approximately 2800 feet fartherto the west and is also located along
the base of a southfacing hillside in a woodland setting, staying just above the wet valley
botom. This section consists of a narrow swale interupted by fenceline and powerline
construction. The swale begins at an east/west fenceline, at a location where fand surveyors
observed the wagon road in 1852, and continues in a southwest direction. It apparently has
been erased by tractor logging north of the fenceline. The swale contimues for 600 feet
pefore disappearing at anorthi/south fenceline, atanother location where land surveyors again
observed the wagon road in 1852, A short distance west of the fenceline the swale
continues, winding up an east facing hillside for approximately 350 feet, leaving Holcomb
Valley behind. The swale is truncated by a major powerline right-of-way. Above the
powerline corridor the route becomes visible again, but this time as a compacted roadbed
apparently used as an access road to the powerline from Hilltop Road. The roadbed is
evident for approximately 700 feet before disappearing near the top of the hilf just east of a
metal gate on the east shoulder of Hilitop Road.

It is possible that this segment of the Barlow Road was abandoned by 1852 when a drier
route to the south of Holcomb Valley was established which has evolved into Holcomb
Road. These are the closest road rematns to Oregon City.

Though the historic setting has not been greatly altered by the buiit environment of rural
residences, agricultural fields and roads, only the segment is very fragmented. Therefore,
the segment rates low in integrity of design, seuing and feeling. lategrity of location and
association has been established through eacly survey notes and maps. It can not be
considered eligible under Criteria A or D due to the fack of integrity of design, setting and
feeling.
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Pioneer Campsites: This category of resource type is currently problematical due to its low
visibility. Possible campsite locations have been identified through analysis of over 30 emigrant
diaries, but no field remains have yet been ideatified. Sites with poor visibility must have their
eligibility based on Criteria D. Since the key aspects of integrity refated to Criteria D eligibilityare
workmanship, materials and association, further evaluative procedures, such as application of remote
sensing techniques and subsurface test excavation, are needed to confirm the actual presence of
pioneer artifact remainsand their precise locations. It appearsthat much of the Barlow Road route in
western Oregon was used for camping to various levels of intensity. This pattern of overnight
camping is in contrast to much of the Oregon Trail use to the east in drier parts of Oregon where
specific campsite locations were routinely used by the majority of emigrant parties. Factors
influencing the more dispersed camping behavior could include the rigorousness of the western
Oregon Barlow Road route, the depleted condition of stock and emigrants, varying weather
conditions month-to-month and year-to-year which hindered daily progress during the wetter periods,

the more contimuous availability of Water for camping over much of the western Oregon route, and
the decreased formality of camps as supplies was depleted and the conclusion of the trip was at haad.

Because of the need for further field verification of campsites, the more prominent locations are listed

below without associated integrity and conditionratings.

1. Pioneer Meadow Campsite

Locatedat the western edge of Rhododendron on the east bank of the Zigzag River, the
remaining part of a meadow has associated wagon road remains on its northeast perimeter.
Though the wagon road remains appearto be on private property, the meadow remnant likely
falls primarily on public lands. Much of the original meadow has been impacted by State
Highway construction. The meadow likely marks a well-used crossing point of the Zigzag
River beginning in 1847, Seil deposition at the meadow indicates the possibility of baried
cultural remainsif the location was indeed used as a campsite.

2. Mitchell Meadow Campsite

So-named here because of the meadow's association with the former Airiie Mitchell
residence built in the 1920s on the southeast perimeter of the meadow, this location is
situated on the projected route of the Bariow Road based on the presence of excellentroad
remainsto the east on the former James Creighton bomestead. Soil deposition indicates the
possibility of buried cultural remains atrributable to pioneer use if truly a campsite.
Prehistoric artifacts have been discovered ingardens among the current residences located in
the meadowarea. _

3. First Sandy River Crossing Campsite

Diary entries describe camping on the south bank of the Sandy River prior to crossing the
river the following morning. Itis unclear whether the camp focation would be on the upper
river terrace, which would likely place it near the intersection of State Mighway 26 and
Brightwood Loop Road east of Brightwood, or immediately below on the lower terrace,
which may have been impacted by the 1964 flood and subsequent river bank stabilization
work. Further field survey work may be needed, supplemented by remote sensing
procedures.

4, Sievers Campsite
Located at the top of the long ascent up the east flank of Devils Backbone, the emigrants

needed to stop and rest their worn-out stock before proceeding onward. Wagon road
remains are still present near the east and west boundaries of the property and a purported
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pioneer gravesite is located in the vicimity. This location also Wwitnessed one of the first
homesteads established along the Barlow Road route east of Sandy and was the long-term
residence of the Ten Eyck family. Consequently, the location has {ong been subject to
residential andagricultural development. Therestill mayhave survived someartifact-bearing
deposits. It appears that the next jower terrace Lo the east, at the former Marmot townsite
{ocation, may have also served as a campsite {ocation. Impacts to the area there since the
emigrant period of 1845 to 1865 have been much more substantial.

VaerettiCampsite

Locatednear the base of Devils Backbone at a small creek crossiag, excellent road remaias
still course through the vicinity. The emigrantsrested and prepared for their next crossiag of
the Sandy River aiter a long descent of the Backbone. Aithough the immediate stream
crossing focation has been little impacted by subsequent development, a nearby area to the
west possibly most suited for camping has been affected by agricultural activity on the
formerVaerettihomestead.

Cedar Creek Campsite

Located approximately 1.5 miles southwest of the Vaeretti Campsite and across the Sandy
River, emigrants rested near the banks of this substantial stream just prior to ascent of a steep
hillside to the present townsite of Sandy. Teams were so worn by this point of the journey
and the crossing of the Sandy River sufficiently difficult apparently to cause many parties Lo
pitch camp at Cedar Creekin otder torejuvenate prior tothe immediatelyimpending difficuit
ascent and final days journey to the Philip Foster farmstead. The Francis Revenue land claim
was established by 1854 nearthis location and served emigrants after that date. A grist mill
was built later in the 1800s on the south bank of Cedar Creek where the Bariow Road
crossed the stream. County road construction and residential development have posed
significant impacts toasty archaeological remains, but arural setting persists with many areas
largelysndeveloped.

Eagle Creek Campsite

Upon arriving at the Philip Foster farmstead, some emigrants apparently moved on a short
distance farther to Eagle Creek where water was readily available and it was only a short
walk to the amenities offered at Foster's. These emigrants apparently favored continued
camping out rather than staying in some of Foster's shelfters or else the shelters were full.
The campsitelocation mostlikelylies on a high stream terrace along the Barlow Road route
between Eagle Creek and the Clackamas River, From this campsite location it was less than
15 miles to Oregon City by way of a wagon route that preceded the Barlow Road and was
incorporated into the Barlow Road after 1845. The location has been under agricultural
development most of the time since the beginning of emigrant road use.

Cacke Sites: One site with character defining features of a cache location wasidentifiedin

the Barlow Road Inventory Project.

1.

Government Camp Cache Site

A series of at [east nine open pits are focated on both shoulders of “pristine" Barlow Road
remains west of the community of Government Camp i an undeveloped woodland setting.
Attributes of plant growth, weathered soil surfaces and steepaess of walls within the pits and
the size and depth of the pits indicate antiquity of the features and the function of containing
eithersizableitemsor mumerous items. A loag term Government Camp resident attested to
the time depth the features existence. The site bas integrity of association with the Barlow
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Road route, design, setting, materials and feeling. Because of the visibility of the features,
immediate association with the road romte and good integrity, the site is considered a
coiftributing site tothe National Register nomination of the Government Camproad segmeast.

Pioneer Gravesites: A number of marked gravesites of emigrants and pioneer settlers are focated
along the route. However, not all gravesites are marked and even more problematical than pioneer
campsitesare unmarked pioneer gravesites. Few actual character defining features were observed for
some unmarked locations reported by informants during the Barlow Road Inventory Project. The
cemeteries considered of National Register eligibility are so determined based primarily on the factor
that no other known physical historic remains are associated with the key individuals. They also
generally share other attributes, including: maintaining broad vistas from early settiement days;
containing gravemarkers and monuments representing common artistic values of the latter 1800s,
including popular Victorian cbelisks; represent spacious, fandscaped burial grouads; were initiated
and maintained by the pioneer community; and, have an association with roral landscapes and
traditionatroutes of travel.

1. Summit Meadow Pioneer Cemetery

Amarked cemeteryisiocated at Summit Meadow. The small, fenced cemetery is describes!
in the Barlow Road publication (see page 43-47) as containing three graves in addition to the
.Baby Morgan monument (page 48-49) located a short distance to the north, The cemetery
contains the gravesite of Perry Vickers who settled the location in the late 1860s. The site
likely qualifies for National Register listing for its association with Summit Meadow uader
the Immigration and Settiement themes, but should only be considered in conjunction with
the U. S. Forest Service meadow property which lies outside the project boundaries.

2. KochRanchGravesite

Located between the Ascent of Devils Backbone and Rock Corral road segments on a high
river terrace, this pioneer gravesite location was initially reported by Claire Belsher and
Dorothy Ten Eyck and confirmed by others later. The exact focation is not knowa, though
thought to be southeast of the present main residence complex near the north shoulder of
Marmot Road in a cleared pasture. Earlierthis century it was marked by afence immediately
aronnd it, but the fence has since been removed and the focation plowed, thus masking its
location. Integrity of focation, setting, feeling, and association are therefore currently facking
for the site, thusthe eligibility under Criteria A or D is Iacking.

3. Sievers Homestead Gravesite

Located on the top of Devils Backbone, this unmarked gravesite is known to many local
residents. It reportedly contains the graves of piomeer Sievers family members and
“emigrants." The location is currently distinguished by a small stand of fir trees isolated in a
cleared pasture west of the former Siever/Ten Eyck residential area on the property, a short
distance north of an “impacted” section of the emigrant route. The trees in the stand are
tikely between 100 and 150 years of age which suggests the small parcel has been left
undisturbed since early pioneer days. Consequently, integrity of location (based on the stand
of irees) and association (pear an identified segment of the Barlow Road) is good making it
eligible for the National Register under Criteria A as a contributing site to the Devils
Backboneroadsegment.

4, Cliffside Cemetery

A marked and msintained active cemetery on the Barlow Road route near the second Sandy
River crossing, the location contains the graves of several individuals prominent in early

49



settlement of the Devils Backbone and Sandy area, including Adoif and Dora Aschoff, Luigi
Vaeretii, John Revenue, Stephen Coalman, Fauntieroy Peake, Henry McGugin and Lyman
Hertick. The cemetery hasintegrity of location (at the original site), design { contitued use of
a consistent burial plot plan), materials (original stone gravemarkers), and assoctation {with
individuals who were the earliest settlers atong the route) making it eligible for National
Register isting under Criteria A through its association with the Land Travel and Settlement
themes.

. Revenue Cemetery

A markedbut minimally maintained cemeteryis on the east shoulderof Ten Eyck Road south
of the Sandy River crossing. The cemetery is reported to contain 35 to 40 graves of the
Revenue family. Dense ground cover obscures many of ihe grave markers, however, the
single large grave stone for Francis and Lydia Revenueis visible. The cemetery hasintegrity
of location, design, materials and association making it eligility tothe National Register.

Sandy Ridge Cemetery

A marked and maintained active cemetery on the Barlow Road route near Deep Creek, the
location contains the graves of only a few individuals prominent in earliest settiement of the
route between Eagle Creek and Sandy, includiag Rebeka St. Joha and the Wilfong,
Epperson, Poe and Zogg families. Most of these persons settled claims a short distance
away from the route. Thus, the cemetery does ot have igtegrity of association making it not
eligibleforNationat Register listing under Criteria A,

Forrester Cemetery

Like the Cliffside and Sandy Ridge cemeteries, this cemetery is a marked and maintained
active cemetery on the Barfow Road route. Located one mile east of the Foster farmstead,
the location containsthe graves of a number of famities prominentia early settiement of the
Eagle Creek area, including the Forrester, Glover, Suter, Brackett, Judd, Huggans aid
Brackett families among others like Cliffside Cemetery. The cemetery has integrity of
location, design, materials and association making it eligible for National Register listing
under Criteria Athroughits association with the Settlement theme.

Philip Foster Cemetery

Located on the edge of a bluff overlooking the Philip Foster farmstead from the east, this
cemetery is 2 marked and maintained cemetery containing over 70 graaves. Among the
gravesites are the Foster family, including Philip (1805-1884) and Mary C. (1811-1880), the
Burnett family, including Josiah (1828-1875), two 9year-old emigrant girls buried in 1853,
Mary Condit and Nancy Black, and a number of other early families in the area The
cemetery has integrity of location, design, materials and association making it eligible for
National Register listing under Criteria A through its association with the Immigration and
Setriement themes. It should be considered as a contributing site to a Philip Foster farm
districmomination.

Logan Pleasantview Cemetery

Located immediatety east of Clear Creek and west of Springwater Road, this marked and
maintained inactive cemetery contains graves of many individuals prominent in early
settlement of the Springwater and Holcomb area, including members of the Holcomb,
Arthur, Hattan, Carr, Gerber, Baker, and McCubbinfamilies among others. The cemeteryis
situated os a small hilltop overlooking the former Barlow Road route a short distance to the
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sorth like Cliffside Cemetery. The cemetery has integrity of location, design, materials and
association making it eligible for National Register listing vader Criteria A through i
associationwiththeSettlementtheme.

9. Moss Hili Gravesite

This unmarked gravesite is located near the top of a hill but apparently only kaown to a small
number of people including the current landowner. According tothe landowner, thelocation
was distinguished by fencing around a small areaina stand of fir trees in a larger woodland
setting. The location is only 40 feet north of an "impacted” section of the emigrant route.
Though the reported gravesite is on the former land of John and Margaret Moore, firstsettled
in 1854, current informants do not know the identity of persons buried there. Similar to the
Sievers Gravesite, the fencing has beenremoved agd at present there is no physicaf evidence
verifying the gravesite and the physical appearance of the location is no different than the
surrounding area. Conseqbently, integrity of location, materials, and association is
insufficientto make it eligible for the National Registerunder Criteria A

Toljgates No toligate locations were identified in the Barlow Road Inventory Project area. The
Rhadodendron toligate locations are on U. S. Forest Service lands outside the project area and the
location of the Revenue tollgate near Sandy is unknown.

Supplies Sources: Both temporary and permanent supply sources were noted by emigrants in their
diates. Like campsites, the visibility of temporary supplies sources, established only for the anaual
emigrant arrivals in late summer, would be very low. Permanent supply sources were rural
residencesthatcapitalized on their association withthe Barlow Road by selling supplies and perhaps
also shelter to the emigrants. If no architectural remains are still evident, substantialarchaeological
deposits are possible. Key permanent supply sources are represented by the Revenue fand claim,
established in 1853 near the south bank of the Sandy River, and the Philip Foster place, sitvated near
Eagle Creek and used by the first emigrant parties over the Barfow Road 1n 1846.

1. First Sandy River Crossing Supply Source

An emigrant diary makes reference to a temporary supply source (“trading-post”) in 1853,
located apparently on the south bank of the Sandy River near the crossing just above the
current Brightwood area. Nocharacter defining features were identified during the inventory
project; consequently, the property is not eligible for National Register listing.

2. Francis Revenue's DLC -

This facility constituted the first permanent supply source encountered by emigrant parties
during much of the primary emigrant period after 1853, No structures remain from the
earliest establishment of the Revenve donation fand claim, but a more recent barn and
residence mark the originat Revenue residential area just west of Ten Eyck Road on a high
rivertetrace near Cedar Creek. Readily visible character defining features are thus lacking.
Due to more recent development of the property and county road construction along the
emigrantroute, the property facks integrity of design, setting and association. It can not be
considered eligibleunder Criteria A or B, and archaeological test excavations are necessary to
addresseligibilityunderCriteriaD.

3. Philip Foster's DLC

Foster's settlement was the first evidence of civilization encountered by emigrants newly
arrived to western Oregon until establishment of Revenue's donation land claim and other
residences east of Eagle Creek after 1853. An early residential structure, buile in 1883,



remains on the property as well as plants dating to the emigrant period. But an earlier
residence dating to the emigrant period no longer exists. The roral community of Eagle
Créek has grown around the Foster property. The site currently lacks integrity of design,
setting and association in regard to the "Immigration” theme but does have those qualities
underthe Sertlement theme, thus making it eligible for National Register isting under Criteria
A, ltalso retainsintegrity of location, materials, design, association and setting relatedto the
occupancy of the Foster family at the close of Philip Foster's life, thus qualifying the
property for listing under Criteria B, association with an important person under the
Immigration theme, The farmhouse has been listed on the National Register and the
remainder of the immediate area should be copsidered as a district based on additional

archaeologicatandarchivalresearch.

Serzfements Settlements, consisting of farm houses, outbuildings, small mills, and other related
structures, became established along most of the Barlow Road route, particularly from Oregon City
eastward across Devils Backbone to dreas atong the north bank of the Sandy River near Brightwood.
Establishment of these settlements also spanned most of the time period of this context statement,
1845 1o 1919, For sites with remaining architectural integrity, National Register nominations fo
those considered eligible should be submitted as part of a separate and ongoing buildings inveatory
being conducted by Clackamas County. Relevant page pumbers from a set of 1984 documents
describing properties recorded by that inventory are provided below where available. A mumber of
other pre-1920 structures, particutarly in the Springwater area, were identified by the Couaty
structure inventory but were not fully recorded for that inventory due to substantial changes made to
the buildings, thus detracting from the integrity of design. These altered structures are not included in
the listing below.

Settlement sites represented now only by archaeological remains are also described. The Barlow
Road lnventory Project did not include archaeological site testing within its SCope; therefore, precise
focations and integrity of archaeological deposits, much less their very existence, has yet to be
established. Because of the visibility problems associated with conducting archaeologicalfield
inspectionsin western Oregon, few remains without above-ground architectural elements have been
visually identified. Therefore, the primary sources for potential locations of historic archaeological
deposits have been original land survey records and county road survey records, These docomentsin
many cases have noted the locations of residences and other structures by distance and direction {rom
survey-established points. Because the lesser sophisticated survey techniques employed in the 1800s
and fewer reference points available, redetermination of the structure locations even on detailed
modern-day maps will take some time igvestment. The determination of eligibility to the Natiopal
Register for these sites must be reserved until more intensive field inspections are conducted.

For some properties that are assessed ineligible based on Barlow Road association, they may be
found eligible based on other factors, such as architectural integrity. In addition, between
Rhododendron and Brightwood & number of rustic log Steiner Bungalow cabins and other leg
structures were built in the 1920s and 1930s. Though striking, these structures post-date the Barlow
Road historic context time pericd and were more directly associated with the Mt. Hood Loop
Highway that was built in the early 1920s and superceded the Barlow Road route.

The following settlements are described in order from east to west.

1. Dr. Fenton Residence (¥1252; 3 8 1/2E 23AB 200). Built ca. 1910, this Vernacular
residence is one of the oldest houses in the Government Camp area built with the assistance
of Oliver Yocum, local sawmill owner who homesteaded the Goverament Camp focation,
and receiving 2 patent forit in 1900. The small structure is located & short distance from the
north shoulder of the Barlow Road route and represents initial settlement of the area. The
association with Yocum, & Barlow Road pioneer setifer, makes this property potentially
eligibleforthe National Registerunderthe "Settlement” theme.
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Dr. Kelly Residence (#1251; 38 12E 23AB 100). Same as the Dr. Fenton Residence gext
dadt.

Judge Meldrum Residence (#1254; 38 1/2E23AB 3901). This summer residence was built
ca. 1915 near the south shoulder of the Barlow Road route. Associated with initial
settlement of the Barlow Road route and Government Camp, it is potentially eligible for the
National Registerunderthe BarlowRoad "Settlement” theme.

Rhododendron Residence (#1246; 3 7E 11AC 1200). This Bungalow residential structure
was built in 1910 on the south shoulder of the Barlow Road route, now State Highway 26.
It is on the former homestead of Heinrick Heimann (Hammond), patented 1n 1903 and the
fater townsite of Rhododendron. Locational information regarding "Henry Hammond's
house" is provided in an 1898 section line survey. Associated with initial settlement of the
Barlow Road route and Rhododendros, it is potentially eligible for the National Register
underthe BarlowRoad "Settlement” theme.

Rhododendron Residence II (#1243; 3 7E 11AB 1200). This Buagalow residential structure
was built in 1914 near the north shoulder of the Barlow Road route. It is also on the former
homestead of Heinrick Heimann (Hammosnd), patented in 1903 and the later towasite of
Rhododendron.  Associated with initial settlement of the BRarlow Road route and
Rhododendron, it is potentially eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road
"Settlementtheme,

Sammons Residence (3 7E 11BA 400). A two story frame structure built about 1917 is next
to the south shoulder of the West Rhododendron Barlow Road remains, near the east bank of
the Zigzag River, and adjacent to the Pioneer Meadow emigrant campsite location. This
property includes an early swimming pool heated by 2 wood-fired boiler. Itis also on the
former homestead of Heinrick Heimann (Hammond), patentedin {903 and the {ater townsite
of Rhododendron. Associated with initial settlement of the Barlow Road route and
Rhodadendron, it is potentialty eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road
“Settlement” theme, howeveritiscurrently abandoned and deterioratingrapidly.

Arlie Mitchell Residence (#1222; 3 7E 3CA3800). Though this Vernacular frame resideace
was built in 1923 after the closing date of the Barlow Road historic context time period, its
direct association with a former tollgate keeper of the Barfow Road metits notation. The
structure is near the south shoulder of the Barlow Road route that was abandoned with
construction of the Mt. ‘Hood Loop Highway just before construction of the house.
According to local residents, it is likely that a mumber of toligate documents were
intentionally burned while clearing the house of debris upon recent change in ownership.
Due toits direct association with a persoginvolved in the care and maintenance of the Barlow
Road, this building is considered eligible for the National Register under the “Immigration”
theme.

Faubion Residence (#1220; 3 7E 3CA 3100). This Bungalow style residence was built by
William Faubion ca. 1905 on his homestead, receiving a pateat in 1913. The building is
situated near the south shoulder of the Bartow Road route which was later incorporated into
the Mt, Hood Loop Highway alignment. Becanse of the direct association with an original
settler of the Barlow Road route this property is considered potentialty eligible tothe Nattonal
Registerunderthe"Settlement"theme.

Wildwood Log Residence (#1209, 1210;2 7E32 801). Builtin 1910 ca the south shoulder
of the Barlow Road, these structures likely served as a stop for early auto traffic on the
Barlow Road inthe 1910s. See the Resort/StageStopsection below for further discussion.
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10. Koch Ranch (#1200; 2 6E 20 100, 200, 300). A striking 1920s Bungalow Ranch House

11

was built on the north shoulder of Marmot Road which apparently very closely follows the
previous Barlow Road route across this broad upper river terrace. Though the standing
residential structure post-dates the Barfow Road historic context time period, there exist
several barn and outbuilding structures which may date within the time period. Also, this set
of properties containthe focations of two early bomesteads. Near the west perimeter of the
river terrace was the homestead of Lyman Herrick, originally settled by James Moore before
1873 and later patented by Herrick in 1388, According to the map and field notes from the
1886 County Road Survey #259, a house and barn once stood gext to a small npnamed
stream gear where the road course begins an ascent of Devils Backbone. Immediately across
the county (a former Barlow Road) road from the current river cobble Bungalow structure
and down a small biuff was the homestead house of Philip Moore's, first sertled before 1873
and patentedin 1882. Archaeologicalremains of both homesteadsmay still exist. The 1886
road survey information alsoidentifies a third house location belongiog to "Widows Ranch”
along the Barlow Road route over one mile further east. This house also appears oa & 1911
topographic map. Eligibility of the homesteads under criteria D can not be determined
withoutmore extensivefieldinvestigations.

Devils Backbone Homesteads (2 SE; 2 6E). A number of pioneer residence Jocations forthe
Devils Backbone ridgeline are shown o an 1873 county road survey map {Survey #68).
The bearings and distances are provided in the corresponding notes. From eastto west these
incfude: Enoch Wilcox, later became the Adolf Aschoff's Marmot settlement (2 6E 18);
Francis Sievers (2 5E 12); Joseph Gio (2 5E 12); James Branham (2 5E 10); Chapman, later
Par Harris' homestead (2 SE 9, and, the "Irishmans", possibly Henry McGugia's
homestead (2 SE 8). Further information on the locaron of Harris', McGugin's and
Hoffman's {formerly Branham's) is provided in the 1879 County Road Survey #155.
Couniry Road Survey #259, conducted in 1886, provides detailed locational informattonfor
the houses of A. Ashoff, F. Sievers, R. D. Alexander and J.W. Kyler across the eastern
portion of the Devils Backboge. Location informarion for Harris' resideace is again
provided by County Road Survey #344 in 1390. A deteriorating barn still remains al the
Hoffmanlocation.

Two generations of schoolhouses have been identified on the Sievers homestead, neither of
which has architectural remains today. The first was a log structure, built on the Devils
Backbone crest at the Sievers place. A second, frame structure was later built oz the
southfacing hills(ope below the Barlow Road course.

In regard to Marmot, according to the reminiscence’s of Emma Werstlein, a daughter of
Aschoffs', the Aschoffs first buglt 2 fog house with lean-to in the 1880s, then a frame house
in 1893 with 5 bedrooms, dining room, kitchen, living and front and back porches. Also
included was a small stcre building, barn, tent platforms and log cabia for an office. The
main structure was further expanded in 1907 and a cement house added for meat and fruit
storage. The large structure burned in 1930. Oaly remaaats of the cement house stili are
visible. Also according to Werstlein, homesteader Fauntieray Peake built 2 one room log
house with lean-to and dug-out cellar immediately west of Asholf's settlement. Cabin
remains have been identified on lot 2 6E 18 301 which may be associated with Peake's
homestead, pateatedin 1891,

. Rathjen Residence (2 5E 10 600). A structuce is shown on a 1911 topographic map which

corresponds to a standing residence near the crest of the west end of Devils Backbone.
Accesstotheresidenceis currently limited thus inhibiting assessments.
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3. Vaeretti Residence and Barn (2 5E 8 1301). An 1890s wood frame residential structure and a

1935 large barn (built in 1935) belonged to the Luigi Vaeretti family who homesteaded the
property, obtaining a patent in 1878. The residential structure, built just above the upper
river terrace on the north bank of the Sandy River, was situated in the immediate vicinity of
the Barlow Road route where it finished its descent of the Devils Backbone ridge. According
to 102 year-old Carolina Vaeretti Hauser in 1990, the original residence was a log butlding
onalocation nearby the frame house. Archaeological remains of that initial residence fikely
still exist. A third generation residential strocture built in 1921 also exists on the property
closer to the south shoulder of present-day Marmot Road. The earlier standing residence is
in rapidly deteriorating conditton. However, given the likely archaeological remains of
habitation over a balf century's period of occupancy by the Vaeretti family, the property
could be eligible for the National Register under the “Settlement" theme for criteria D,
Additionalarchaeological assessmentsareneeded,

14. Francis Bacon Blacksmith Sifop (2 5E 8). Baconestablished a iomestead on the north bank

of the Sandy River opposite Francis Revenne. He received a patent in 1877 and a second
one for additional land in the areain 1890. Locational information for "Bacon's blacksmith
shop” is provided in the 1879 County Road Survey #155 notes. No remains were identified
by the survey.

15. FrancisRevenue Claim (2 SE 7). Location information for Revenue's residence and barn is

16.

provided in the 1885 County Road Survey ¥256 notes. The residence was located a short
distance west of the Barlow Road, approximately 2700 feet from Cedar Creek crossing and
the barn was apparently on the east side of the road. Earlier ocational information is
provided by township and section line surveys performed in 1860 and a donaticn fand claim
boundary survey conductedin 1870. No remains were identified by the survey or knowa by

the property owner.

Cedar Creek Grist Mill (2 5E 18BC 400). The remains of a millsite were identified on the
south bank of Cedar Creek immediately west of Ten Eyck Road. The [ocation corresponds
to information provided by an 1885 County Road Survey #256 map and notes, and is further
confirmed by the current property owner, Still visibieis a mostly-dry mill race. The owner
isunaware of any surface indications of the mill itself though some subsurface archaeological
remains are possible. The location is primarily on anundeveloped wooded fot. The Barlow
Road route apparently closely correspoads to the current Ten Eyck Road location.
Determination of National Register eligibility must waitfurther archaeological investigations
todeterminepreciselocation andintegrity.

17. Sandy Towasite (#1176-1182; 2 4E 13CA). Several structures along Pioneer Blvd. near the

18.

Barlow Road route date toaround the turn-of-the-century. The structures are clearly aligned
along the route that connected the City of Portland to the Mt. Hood area near the conclusion
of Barlow Road use. Asscciation with the Barlow Road is minimal, hence none of these
structures are considered significant underthe "Settlement" theme due to the lack of integrity
of association. Of particular note elsewhere in Sandy is the former site of the Meinig Store at
the current location of the Suburban Ford car deatership (2 4E 13AD 1000). The store was
noted in some of the later emigrant diaries and the location is shown in the 1885 County
Road Survey #2356 map. No doubt for a limited period of time it was a supply source for
later emigrants arriving in civilization at the end of their lengthy journey. It is possible
archaeological depositsremainat the store site, but testing must be performed to confirm
theirpresence.

[eona Brockway residence (2 4E 24B 2800). Built in the 1880s along the Barlow Road
route south of Tickle Creek, less than a mile south of Sandy, Oregon. this structure provides
striking evidence of the old Barlow Road alignment. The structure was built on the south
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20.

side of the Barlow Road and is oriented to that road alignment rather than to the more recent
highway alignment as are most other residences in the immediate vicinity. The residential
stritture has an associated orchard. This structure, on the John H. Revenue homestead
patented in 1888, has integrity of association with the Barlow Road and represents fate 1800
settlement along theroute. Locational information is provided by the 1884 County Road
Survey (#241) notes for the John Revenue residence which may be the same structure.
Therefore, it is potentially eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road
“Settlement'theme. o

Elbert Barnes residence (#1188; 2 4E 22 1700). A vernacular residential structure built in
1901 was situated immediately adjacent to the Barlow Road route on the earlier Abraham H.
Shaffer homestead, pateatedin 1872. The structure is now located on the northwest corner
of State Highway 211 and 362nd Drive, less than 2 miles southwest of Sandy. Locational
informationis provided by the 1884 County Road Survey {#241) notes for two residences,
"J. R, Duncan” and “Currans," in the vicinity of the Barnes structure. Association with the
Barlow Road for the Barnes residence is late and it is not considered significant under the
“Settiementtheme.

Sandy Highway Schoolhouse (#1189; 2 4E 22 1800). Located immediately west of the
Barnes residence is a small 1915 bungalow/vernacular schoolbouse. Like the Barnes
residence. its association with the Barlow Road is late and not considered significant uader
the“Settlement "theme.

. Deep Creek Area Residences (2 4E22, 28, and 29). The Thomas Detro residence (#971),

located immediately south of the Deep Creek drainage, is a turn-of -the-ceatury, two siory,
Classic Box residential structure. Located on the James and Abigait Brown donation land
claim, first settfed in 1853 and patented in 1875. This structureis possibly a later genetation
residence buift near the original site of a residence for which locational information 18
provided in 1855 land survey notes for section line 2122, which is mentioned in an 1852
emigrant diary along the Barlow Road route, and which is shown in the 1862 Territorial
Road Survey X-9. Closer to Deep Creek is a modified ca. 1910residenual structure located
near the south shoulder of State Highway211 and the ofd Barlow Road route. The house 15
located on the John Straus homestead, patestedin 1885. The territorial road survey records
also show a residence of "J. Wilson" south of Deep Creek. Locarional information of two
other residences along the Barfow Road route in this area is refated to the residence of
"William Johnston" on the north side of Deep Creek and “St. Johns" further south of
Wilson's/Detro’s/Browa's place. St. John's stracture is on the Charles M. and Rebecca St.
John donation land claim; sitvated next to Browa's DLC and first settied in 1855 and
patented in {875, “Johnston's" residential structure 15 associated with the William and
Christina Johnson donation land claim, first settled in 1854 and patented in 1875. The 1855
land survey records for section line 29/32 also give the location of 2 residence in this area.
Locational information is provided by the 1384 Couaty Road Survey (#241) notes for the
"Denny" residence in the vicinity of the “Johaston” structure. The integrity of association of
the more recent Detro residence with initial Barlow Road settlement is not substantiated and
therefore not considered eligibie underthe Barlow Road “Settlement” theme.

. Philip Foster farmstead (2 4E 29, 31, 32). A aumber of structures are located in the

immediate vicinity of the Philip Foster farmstead on the Philip Foster, James Foster and
Joseph Church donation land claims, Theseincluderemains of the Philip Foster farm (#975)
itself, including an 1860 barn, 1882 residence, turn-of-the-century outbuildings and other
features. Being a hub of activity during emigrant times, there is likely substantial
archaeological remains of past activities including remains of shelters consuructed for the
emigrants and the original farm structures. Other gearby structures include the ca. 1860
Burnett residence (#974A), ca. 1880 Bradley residence (#972), the 1912 Eagle Creek schoot
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24.

building (#972A), the 1882 Suter residence (#977A), the ca. 1900 Baker (#976) and
Anderson (#977)residences, and mine other significantly modified pre-1920 residences. As
stafed in the Supply Source section, the immediate Foster farm clearly is eligible under
Criteria A and B under the Immigration and Settlement themes and, in fact, has previously
been nominated. The cluster of buildings listed above should be considered for a National
Register District. LocationinformationforPhilip Foster's and Burnett's houses is provided
by the 1867 County Road Survey #18 map and field notes. Additional information
concerning structures and their location on the Foster farmastead is provided by Country Road
Survey #58, a short segment of road surveyed through Foster's property in 1872. Previous
information is provided by land surveyors in the township and section line surveys of 1855,
which show a house and barn along section line 31/32, and in donation land claim bovadary
surveys of 1860.

Eagle Creek to Clackamas River Farmsteads. Locational information is provided by
township and section kine surveys conducted in 1855 for T3S, R3E and R4E for Joseph
Young's, George Weston's and Egbert Olcott's donation land claims and structures. A pre-
1900 barn was identified by the 1984 County building inventory on the west shoulder of
Doty Road on the Weston claim. Weston settled his claim in 1847, Olcott in 1851, and
Young in 1852. Later locational information is provided by 1860 donation land claim
boundary surveys and by an 1867 Couaty Road Survey #18. The county road survey
locates Joseph Young's structure and "Githen's", who apparently acquired Weston's DLC
after 1860. A scatter of hustoric artifacts including ceramics and crockware fragments were
discovered near the west shoulder of Doty Road south of the Eagle Creek bridge on the
upper stream terrace. The artifacts date from the [ater 1800s, but likely no earlier than the
1880s. These could be remains of settlement along the Barlow Road on the Eghert Olcout
donation land cfaim, first settled in 1851 and patented in 1879. Archaeclogical test
excavations would be needed to further evaluate the integrity of archaeological remains and
assess the National Register status under criteria D.

Brown Residence (#998, 999; 3 3E 12 101). On the east bank of the Clackamas River near
the Feldheimer Ford location are two striking structures, an ca. 1890 Queen Anne residence
and an associated carriage house. The structures are located on James and Lucinda
Waldrip's donation land claim, first settled in 1854 and patented 1878. The property was
alsothelocation of “Waldrip's mill” latein the 1800s as identified on the 1855 land survey.
Astracture attributedto “Lynn" is shown on the south shoulder of the Barlow Road on the
east bank of the Clackamas River in the 1867 Couaty Road Survey #18. Archaeological
remains of the millsite and earlier residences may be present on the property. The two
existing structures have less association with the Barlow Road than the previous structures
and probably post-date use of the river location as a ford. Hence, the structures are aot
considered eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road theme due to [ack of
integrity of association. Archaeologicalinvestigations would be needed to identify locations
of the earlier structures.

25. Feldheimer Barn (lot #3 3E {2 1600). On the west bank of the Clackamas River opposite the

Brown residence is a small barn built with square-nails and wooden pegs. The barnis on the
Ludwig Feldhammer homestead patented in 1872. It is likely the barn is associated with
Feldheimer's settlement, but yet to be affirmed; therefore, its eligibility bhas yet to be
establishedin regard tothe Barlow Road context statement,

26. Cromer Residence (#996; lot #3 3E 11 300). Located on the west shoulder of Springwater

Road, formerty Barlow Road, a short distance north of the Feldheimer crossing location, 15 #
ca. 1895 Queen Anne Vernacular residence. The residence is on the Thomas and Jane
Waterbury donation land claim, settled in 1851 and patented in 1873. The structure post-
datesthe 1ntza] set of structures associated with first settlement aiong the route. Hence, 1t 1s
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29.

30.
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not eligible for the National Register uader the Barlow Road theme, Two modified houses,
datigg to the 19th century and 1905, are located a short distance south along Springwaser
Road.

Vestal Residence (#982; 3 3E 2 1800). Also located on the west shoulder of Springwater
Road, formerly Barlow road, isa ca. 1876 Vernacular structure, Theresidence isalsoon the
Waterbury donation land claim and mare likely associated with early Barfow Road
settlement, approximately25 yearsafterintial setrlement, -The residence may have eligibility
tothe National Register pending association withthe initial settfers of the claim.

Tracy Residence (#981; 3 3E2 600). Located on the west shoulder of Springwater Road and
a short distance west of the Barfow Road route which diverges from Springwater Road in
this area. The structure isan ca. 1900 Vernacular residence on the William Harper donation
{and claim, firstseuled in 1853 and patentedin 1873. The Tracy family also had a donation
jand claim only a few feet west of the residence, also first settled in 1853 and patented in
1866. Therefore, this residence is associated with an eatly family involved with the
settlementof this portion of the Barfow Road. However, the structure post-dates earlier
generation structures and, therefore, not eligible underthe Barlow Road Settiementtheme. A
19th century farm building is located a short distance east, closer tothe Barlow Road route.

Joseph Kirchem Residence (#980; 3 3E2 301). Located on Eaden Road a short distance east
of the Barlow Road route, this 1897 Vernacuiar frame structure is associated with the eacly
pioneer family of Mathias Kirschem's who patented a homestead on the property in 1869.
However, the strocture post-dates earlier generation structures and, therefore, is not eligible
underthe BarlowRoad “Settlement” theme.

Pippins Residence (2 3E 34). Locational information for “Pippins house" is provided by an
{855 section line survey between sections 34/35 along the Barlow Road at the top of the
bluff overlooking the Clackamas River lower terrace to the portheast. No kaowa
archaeological or architectural remains have been identified for thislocation though a 1910
modified houseis [ocated nearby (2 3E 34200).

Frask King Residence and Barn (#966/967; 2 3E 34 300). Located on the west shoulder of
Harding Road a short distance south of the Barlow Road route, this Classic Revival/Queen
Anne residential structure and barn were built around 1900 on the Rabert Arthur donation
{and claim, settled in 1846 and patented in 1866. One of the earlier settled claims east of
Oregon City along the Barlow route, these structures were puilt almost a half century later,
probably about the time that the Barlow route was abandoned for the more recent road
etwork, Therefore, the stractures are sot considered eligiblefor the National Register under
the Barlow Road "Settlement theme.

32. Gerber Residence (2 3E28401). This former residential structure location is likely now the

33.

location of an historic archaeological deposit. Located an the east shoulder of Gerber Road,
the steucture was torn dowa in the 1950s and now is vader agricultural deveiopment. It 1s
located near the west boundary of the Nathan and Mary Macks dopation land claim, settiedin
1846 and patented in 1866. Archaeological exploration would have to determinethe precise
jocation and integrity of deposits. Like the King Residence described abave, it is likely the

structure would be too late to be associated with Barlow Road use,

Minder Residence (#955; 2 3E 28 501). Located on the west shoulder of Gerber Road a
short distance south of the Barlow Road route, tins Classic Revival residential stracture was
built arcund 1900 on the east boundary of the John and Naacy Foster donation land claum,
settled in 1846 and patented in 1877. One of the earlier settied claims east of Oregon City
along the Barlow route, this structure was puilt almost a half ceatury later, probably about
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the time that the Barlow route was abandoned for the more recent road network. Therefore,
the structure is got considered eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road
"Settfement'theme,

34. Carl Kirchem Residence and Water Tower (#942/943; 2 3E20 190). These 1890 structures,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

located on the north shoulder of Bakers Ferry Road, are on the donation land claim of
Solomon and Elizabeth Wheeler, settled in 1848 and patented in 1875. Though apparently
built on the north shoulder of the Barlow Road and attributed to the Kirchem's, a pioneer
famify in the Springwater area, the vemacular house and water tower likely post-dated
primary Barlow Road use after the current road network had become established. Therefore,

the structures are not considered eligible for the National Register under the Barlow Road
"Settlement" theme but are likely eligibie through the Clackamas County Rural Survey
Project (see Hayden 1992: 11). Also, alate 19th century altered residence and farm building
are located a short distance farther east, still near the Barlow Road route (2 3E21C 904/906)

Walter Kirchem Residence (#944; 2 3E 20 301). Like the above Kirchem residence, this
Iralianateresidential structure was alsobuiitin 1890 and situated o the Wheeler land claim.
Stmilarly, though apparently built on the south shoulder of the Barlow Road and attribuntedto
the Kirchem's, a pioneer family in the Springwater area, the house likely post-dated primary
Barlow Road use after the current road network had become established. Therefore, the
structure is not considered eligible for the National Register uuder the Barlow Road
"Settiement” theme. The location of the house is referred to in the 1900 County Road
Survey #514. An altered 1910 residence is located a shori distance to the west (2 3E 20
1000).

Hiram Anderson Residence (#940; 2 3E 19 2202). This residential structure was built in
1903 on the south shoulder of Bakers Ferry Road, and is reported to be virtuaily on top of
the former Barlow Road according to Duane Anderson, a descendant. The structure is
located onthe William Artivor donation land claim, settied very early, in 1843, and patemted
in 1866. Locational information forthe William Arthur barnis provided in the 1866 Couaty
Road Survey #10. The Anderson structure was built over a half century after initial
settlement of the property, probably a short time after the Barlow route was abandaoned for
the more recent road network. Therefore, the standing residential struciure is not considered
eligible forthe National Registerunderthe Barlow Road “Settlement” theme,

Caroline Carr Residence (#941; 2 3E 19 2700). This Craftsman Bungalow was built in
1916, near the end of the Barlow Road context time period. Of particular interest though is
the residence s association with the Caroline Carr family who homesteaded the property and
received patentin 1885, Situated near the north shoulder of the former Barlow Road route,
the structure was apparently not the first generation of residentia! structures on the property.
Consequently, the structure is not considered eligible for the National Register under the
BarlowRoad"Settlement” theme.

Moocre Residence (2 2E 25B 800). Locational information for a residential structure is
provided by 1852 section line survey notes along the Barlow Road route near where Bradley
Road currently intersects the old route. There is an older residential structure of unknown
age in the vicinity near the east shoulder of Bradley Road. Presently no archaeological or
architectural remains have been confirmed corresponding to the surveyor {ocation. The
location is on the donation land claim of John and Margaret Moore, settled in 1854 and
patented in 1866. The namarked and unconfirmed Moss Hill gravesite identified above 1s
also nearby to the east.

Holcomb Residence (2 2E 26 300). Locational information for Almond Holcomb's
residentzal structure is provided by 1852 survey notes along the 26/27 section line a short
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distance south of the Barlow Road route pear the center of Holcomb Valley. According to
the plet drawn from the notes, the Barlow Road skirts the north perimeter of Holcomb’s
plowed field. A later residential structureis located on cutrent Holcomb Road about 12 mile
south of the Barlow Road course. The donation fand claim of Almond and Naacy Holcomb
was first settled in 1849 and patented in 1859. No archaeological or architectural remains are
corrently known for this location.

Stage Stops/Resorts. Several occurrences of this property type associated directly with the emigrant
route wereidentified through field survey and the literaturefor the praject area east of Sandy. Other,
similar establishments also existed but were focated adistance away from the project area, such as the
Arrah Wanna Hotel (1912-1915+), Camp Arrah Wanna Lodge (ca. 1908; #1232) and the Welches
hotel resort (1905-1917, #1229). Remains of one of these structures was identifiedin the Clackamas
County building inventory as a Barlow Road stage stop (#1215; 2 7E 34 700) and indeed is
associated with the orginal Barlow Road route along the north bank of the Sandy River near Faubion.
However, for reasons elaborated upon elsewhere in the context statement, the primary Barlow Road
route in this area was determined to be on the south bank, therefore, these remains fall outside the
study corridor. The Faubion structure was likely used by Barlow Road traffic which turned off from
the primary route at Faubion and crossed the Zigzag and and Sandy rivers to access the facilities. In
addition, other early structures were identified along the route bur were considered purely residential
in character based on the available information and therefore described in the "Settlement” section.
Forther historical research may be needed to determine which structures along the route were solely
residential and whichprovidedcommercial traveler services.

{. LamoreauxLogBuilding

This targe log structure is situated on the west perimeter of a wet meadow located in the
central portion of Rhododendron north of the State Highway. The meadow, located about
300 feet north of the emigrant road according to a diary eatry, was used by emigrants to
graze their stock. The structure was apparently built sometime before 1907 according to the
current property owner and is still in use a5 a second residence on the property. The
buildiag's integrity of association with use of the Barlow Road bas yet to be established

based o historic documentation, consequently itis not currrently eligible under Criteria A of

D.
2. Rhododendron Inn

Establishedin 1910, this establishment fasted urtil 1946, No character defining featvres
were observed during the survey and the precise location, though knowa to be {ocated in
west pact of Rhododendron on the south side of the old road route, is not known. This
property is not eligible for the National Register because of poor integrity of design and
location.

3. The Homestead (#1216; 3 7E 3 200)

Located between Rhododendron and Faubion, this cluster of three large structures
{Bungatow-style residence, lodge and garage/barn) built on the road course by James
Creighton in 1912 could have easily accomodated a number of guests from the auto tours

opular at the time of construction. Historical documentation supporting thisinterpretation
needs tobe identified, if possible. For instance, the County's buildiag survey identifies the
residence as a 1925 structure which conflicts with landowner information. The facilities are
currently used as a Girl Scout camp, and the structures ace excellently maintained. Although
maintaining integrity of location, setting, workmanship and feeling, integrity of association
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has not been established which is necessary for eligibility to the National Register under
Criteria Aor D forthe "Land Travel" theme.

Wildwood Log House

This propertyis located at the south end of Three Ring Road south of State Highway 26, a

short distance east of BLM's Wildwood Park and immediately oa the Barlow Road route
with road remains prevalentin the area. According to historic documentation, this strocture
pre-dates 1912 along with a water tower and other buildings that apparently no longer exist.
A detaifed inspection of this property was not possible because of lack of owner cooperation.
It appears the property retains several aspects of integrity, but, like the Lamoraeux property,
needsintegrity of association established in order to be eligible under Criteria A or D of the
"LandTravel"theme.

§

Marmot

Located onthe east slope of Devils Backbone near the summit of the ridge, this "town" was
estabfished by Adolf Aschoff who acquired the focation in the earfy 1880s. The cluster of
buildings included a store/post office/museum, office building, stable, large residence,
numerous temporary resort cabins and possibly several other outbuildings. Peak use was
apparently around 1910 and its decline corresponded with construction of the Mt. Hood
Loop Highway around 1920. Though no structures remain, some foundations may be
present under blackberry growth and some archaeological deposits may be present due to the
lack of further development on the property foliowing the demise of the town. The property
conveys little in the way of historic character being primarily the intersection of two paved
roads on a narrow ridge top. The property lacks integrity of feeling, design, setting and
assaciation to qualify for National! Register eligibility under Criteria A, B or D.
Archaeologicaltestexcavarions are necessary to establish integrity of association, materials,
and possibly workmanship.

Ferries. The only ferry location identified for the project areais at Feldheimer's on the Clackamas
River. The Sandy River crossings apparently remained unaided until bridges were eventually

erected.

L.

The Feldheimer's location was used by emigrants to cross the Clackamas River who were
either continuing the entire distance to Oregon City or turning to go "up the valley.” No
remains of ferry activity have been identified at the location, hence no character defining
features are currentty knowato exist. Consequently, the property is niot eligible for National
Register listing. It is likely that intervening flood events, such as in 1964, have eradicated
whatever may have been leftby ferrying activites.
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Treatment
Survey and Research Needs
L Further investigation of ey routes

The Barlow Road came into being through minimat development using hand tools and
through substantial use by the numerous wagon wains. This low tevel of formal development
apparently persisted for approximately the first 20 years of use. In 1864, the route east of Sandy
came under owaership of the Cascade Road and Hridge Company which began to make the first
substantial road improvements of that segment by regrading certain sections, adding corduroy
roadbed sections in swampy areas, and siraightening other sections. The route west of Sandy was
the focus of territorial and county government road improvement projects. For the gext half century
the road coatinued to receive use and the eastern portion change ownerships. In 1882 control
eransferved to the Mount Hood and Barlow Road Compaay which apparently moved the route from
Devils Backbone to the south bank east of Sandy. After 1900 control changed to Henry Wemme.
The two factors of minor maintenance activities the first two decadesand the long-term continued use
until construction of the Mt. Hood Loop Road and Macket Road #33 inthe 1920s resulted indifferent
routes being used through time at various levels of intensity. For this reason, many interested people
today have almost as many different perspectives on where the Barlow Road route is. The primary
route as defined in this study has substantial supporting histotical documentation, However, other
segments do warrant further study. These segments are listed below in priority order.

A. Asafollow-upto the Barlow Road Lnventory Project, the early route from Philip Foster's to
Portland through Damascus aad the Mollala route extending south from the Clackamas River
crossing at Feldheimer's toward the Sanriam area should be studied using the same inventory
procedures. Throughout the primary emigration period, many emigranis did ot actually
journey to Oregon City, but rather irned away from the westward course 10 the north or
south in the Philip Foster farm/Feldheimer Crossing area to expeditiously establish a home

base prior to the onset of winter. Any road remains of these routes would be historically
importantforthe "RegionalSettlement” theme.

B. Though surveyed in 1862 and 1876, evidence indicates the south bank route from
Brightwood to Sandy through Cherryville was not substantially used until 1884, Some
“pristine” early road remains and associated cemeteries still remain on this segmen.
Apparently used for over 30 years, this route proved to be the precursor of the Mt. Hood
Loop Highway builtin the early 1920s and is the road described in Woolley's book, Off to
Mt. Hood. Procedures applied to the Barlow Road Inventory Project should be applied to
this section of early road.

C. Application of remote sensing techniques, particularly a metal detector, to various rouie
segments would likely provide further confirmation on a few of the problematical road
sections. It is likely numerous metal rig parts and nails were continuously being deposited
along the route as the wagons, many in 2 worn state by fate in the journey, bounced their
way along. For example, investigations with a metal detector along the powerline road on
the south shoulder of State Highway 26 could help resolve questions as to the location of the

Barlow Roadroute inthe Zigzagto Wemmearea.

D. Survey of some locations along the route was hindered by dense vegetative ground cover,
even during the midwinter field seasos. Additional surveys would be helpful at these
locations, perhaps after fires or some other vegetative removal event. Aa example is the
Barlow Road segment at the first Sandy River crossing area east of Brightwood. The lower
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riverterrace inthat area is densely vegetated and hasreceived impacts posibly from floodiag,
regentresidential development, and apparentlyfrom anearfy homestead. Revisitation during
winter months may add some information. Simifarly, future archaeological survey werk
under improved conditions along the north bank section just downstream from the crossing
location may yield more road remains. A study of the geomorphic history of the Sandy
River stream course and the effects of the 1964 flood would further elucidate the impacts on
the emigrant road course inthisarea. A setof 1961 aerial photos has been located at a local
vendor. This photo set, together with information possibly in possession of the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers, may assist in this effort.

E. Though the original north bank route from Rhododendron to Brightwood was clearly the
original route, emigrant diary entries strongly indicate it fell out of favor quickly and the
south bank rovte was adopted downstream to a point just east of present-day Brightwood.
lavestigations by the presentstudy indicate that actual road remains may berare on this upper
north bank segment. A small amount of further survey would complete investigation of thus
segment.

F. Afew"minor" alternate routes wereidentified which should be further field validated. These
sections include a short segment on the western portions of Devils Backbone north of the
primary route and segments throughthe Wildwood and Wemme areas.

2. [dentification and Characrerization of Proneer Campsites and Cacke Sites

The locations and possible archaeological contents of emigrant campsites are largely
speculative at present based on emigrant diary entries and informant contacts. In addition, fusther
information may be available at the Government Camp cache location to further establish its
association with earty Barlow Road vse.

A. The application of remote sensing techniques should be applied to the projected pioneer
campsite locations identified in this study. Archaeological deposits may not be dense with
artifactual remains, but use of a metal detector could prove interesting for identifying
campsite locations and fortesting the capability of theinstrument toidentify a campsite.

B. Theremote sensing application should be supplemented by archaeological test excavatiogsat
suspected site locations to confirm presence of aformer emigrant campsite and to define the
character of emigrantartifact assemblages along the Barlow Road.

C. Archaeological and archival investigations of the apparent cache pits at Government Camp
should be performedto identify their age and function,

3. Coatinved lnformant Contacts

Despite the thoroughness in contacting numerous property owners and other informants as
part of the 1990-92 Bartow Road Inventory Project, it is likely persons will continue to contribute
new bits of information on the Barlow Road route and pioneer families. For example, one
individual, Ross Ten Eyck, aformer long-term resident of the area and a descendent of early settlers
of the Barlow Road route, may possess important historic documentation including early
photographs. He should be contacted and an appotntment arranged on his next visit to the area.

4. Further lnvestigations of Piogeer Settlements
A. Pursueprotection of likely archaeoiogical deposits resulting from the pioneer settlements and

campsites, and seek funds for theirinvestigation. Even if standing suuctures from the early
periods of 1845 to 1866 were better represented today, the archaeological record would offer
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insights not available otherwise. The archaeological record represents the large number of
pegple nct considered in historical written accouats. It focuses on the customary and
vernacular sides of everyday life, thus providing a more comprehensive and sophisticated
historical view of early rural Clackamas Cousty. For instance, the role of women in
settlesment has a high visibility in the archaeological record, but low visibility in historic
documentation, [a addition, archaeological research of early settfement locations would
confirm locations where no architectural remaias exist and where archival informatton may
be inaccurate. Such archaeclogical iavestigations.would serve to characterize early
assemblages of east couaty pioneers.

B. Forfuture studies, apply the "Counterclassic Model" of historical interpretation, focusing on
wage earners, Women, minorities, urbanization and industrialization as opposed to a strong
bias of mountain men and other adventurers.

C. This historic context period (1845 - 1919) represents the last half of a world wide
revolutionary era of changes in technological, economic and demographic processes.
Ctackamas County historical studies can cortribute to increasing our appreciation of these
profound, andstillrelativelyrecent, changes.

D. Throughinterpretation, increasethe public's appreciation of the patterns of rural lifeand how
the current contemporary rucal fandscape derivedfrom the past “natural” landscape.

E. Information gained on early settlements in this historic coatext statement should be
incorporated into the ongoing County historic architectural inventory and appropriate
designations sought. On the Federal level, a multiproperty National Register of Historic
Placesnominarion packagebedevelopedunderthe Settlementtheme.

F. Pursue further historical studies and interpretation opportunities of the Philip Foster farm
location, including detailed mapping of archival information and intensivearcheological
investigations. The latter could perhaps be performed on a long-term basis through
partnership between the Couaty and an archaeological field school from an educational
institotion. Interpretation can be pursued in partnership with the local Jacknife Zion
Horseheaven Historical Society, Inc. Interrpetarion and preservation activities should be
closelycoordinated.

G. The"Regional Settlement" theme should be expanded beyond the geographic boundaries of
the Barlow Road route. Pursuit of the settlement theme for the Barlow Road laventory
Project has identified a number of individuals with important settlement information for the
eastern part of Clackamas County. These contacts should be pursued within the broader
geographicframe of reference and information be gained through interviews and acquisition
of historic documents inciuding photographs and maps.

5, Additional [nformation Needs for Stage Stop/Recreation Property Type

Littie historic documentation has been discovered for the stage siaps and recreational facilities
located in the Hoodland area of Wildwood to Rhododendron. More information is needed to clarify
their association with the Barfow Road.

A. Further historical research is needed regarding the "Stage Stop/Resort” property type ini
general, Relevant questionsinclude: what is the primary function of the propertiesidentified
inthis study; what were the variety of services provided; what was the time period the facifity
served travelers; who used them; and, were they economically self-sufficient of
supolenented by other economic pursuits by the owners?



B. Historical researchregarding the James Creighton homestead and the log structures on Three
Ring Road and Lamoreaux Meadow would further identify the remaining structures’ ages
and possible functions while the Bartow Road was still in use.

C. Further research on the Devils Backbone segment should focus on archival documentationof
thetownsite of Marmot.

6. Land Survey Needs

Land survey crews should now formally establish the location of Barlow Road remains
identified in the archaeological survey from known section, donation land claim and property corners.

Treatment Strategies ’
Types of Threars aad Upency

The inherent low visibility of most of the property types makes them highly susceptible to
inadvertentdestruction, particularty when involving scores of property owners who have varying
degrees of interest and recognition of the remains. The latter factor is particularly true as property
ownership is continually changing along the route and new people are introduced to the vagueries of
local history. The fragility of the remains for most property types increases the urgency for
implementing preservation activities. According toinformants, some excellent road segments have
only disappeared in recent years, often due to owsers tractor logging woodlagds along the road

course pricr ta selling the property.

The types of threats are quite varied. Perhaps the single most important threat is the
additionalresidentialdevelopmentaiongthe course as the population of northwest Oregon continues
to rapidly expand. Of equal importance is county road maintenance and state highway construction
and maintenance. Commercial development pressures may also escalate soon along the Mt. Hood
Highway corridor posing hazards to road segments in proximity to the State Highway. Of lesser note
is continved agricultura use and natural erosion. Agricultural expansionis limited at thistime as land
uses are changing for the historically ruraf area. Similarfy, most riverside segments highly proneto
erosion were devastated by the 1964 flood. Consequently, most ongoing erosion at this time is
relatively minor. Some segments are currently stabilized by brush growth along the roadbeds.

FPreservation Oplrons Available to Clackamas Counly

1. Themostoverriding need isthe development of a management plan gmiding future protection
and interpretation activities. Goals of the plan should include to: (1) preserve, protect, and
manage of the Barlow Road Corridor; (2) insure protection of privaie property owner
privacy; (3)insure protection of highty significant sensitive sites; (4) acquire significant sites,
both threatened and non-threatened, appropriate for public access and interpretation; (5)
develop sites uader public ownership for public access, interpretation, and recreation; and,
(6) educate citizenry and decision-makers. A number of participants should be involved in
planreview,

| (]

Property owners along the Barlow Road project area should be notified of the study's
findings and encovraged to protect any road remains, associated historic sites, and the
important landscape features of the corridorin general. The County should offer educational
workshops for property owners, interest groups, and interested public. Discussion of
existing incentivesfor protection should beincluded. Residents already active intheir efforts
to protect and maintain certain road remains should be commended for their efforts and
encouragedtocontinuetheirdiligence.
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10.

Provide tax incentives to property owners to continue preservation of the historic road and
associated historic sites. Apply special tax assessment program provided (1) in ORS
358.475 for National Register listed propesties and (2) in ORS 308.745 for historic
preservation on open space lands.

Pursue protection and preservation of the entire Barfow Road route through Histeric
Corridor Overlay Zoning (Ordinance section 707.02D) to comply with Goal 5 and Couaty
Comprehensive Planning. This which would (1) invoke the formal TeView process
(707.07C) of proposed iand use applications posed by major projects, such as highway and
road construction and commercial development, and (2) facilitate integration of the
informationintogeneral {and use plans. Current definitions in the ordinance section should
beexpandedtotheidentify "normal maintenanceactivities” as clearing brush and fallen trees
from the roadbed and removiag other objects foreign to the historic character of the roadbed,
and "minor alterations" to include continued vehicular use of the roadbed by property owners
and tennants, excluding blading or other substantial surface modification.

The County and advisory bodies should establish a list of criteriato determine which sites are
most appropriate for immediate acquisition (such as most threatened, highly significant,
adjacentto publicright-of-way, large enough o interpret, safe area to develap, etc. ). Work
with Green Spaces program, ICETEA, County Parks, City of Sandy, Forest Service, BLM,

owaers, and other appropriate parties to develop an acquisiton plan. Consider use
of historic preservation easements which inctude tax incentivesthrough such orgamizaiionsas
The Archagological Conservancy, Trustfor Public Lands, and Historic Preservation League

of Oregon.

Pursue National Register of Historic Places designation for those segments identified

through the multiple property nomination by seeking support of the appropriate property
owiers and establishing historic conservation easements forthose segments.

Preserve the remaining historical integrity of the Philip Foster settlement area. Although
there has been intrusion into the area and much alteration, the area still warrants long term

ion eitherin terms of 2 Historic Landscape District or continue under farm zoping to
allow the pasture land/open spacetoremain,

Periodically momitor the condition of the Barlow Road route, particularly remaining road
segments. This activity could be performed by organizing aa active Bariow Road
Preservation Group and/or a Barlow Road Property Owners Association to advise the
County of new urgencies, changes in the condition of road remains of land uses, and
assisting private property owners in avoluntary maintenance program.

Provide technical assistance to private property owners concerning preservation needs, site
use, and appropriate maintenance measures. A Clackamas Couaty pamphlet for Barlow
Road property owaers could assist this seed. Coordination with the Clackamas County
Historical Society should be maintained for the care of Summit Meadow cemetery, located on
tand owaed by the society. Various aspects of the Kenrucky Archaeological Registry

ogram (see National Park Service Archaeological Assistance Program Techaical Brief No.
6, 1989) could be adopted in recruiting property owners' cooperation in the management of
the historic corridor. The County could also encourage education and technical assistance
programs for the public by non-profit preservatian groups.

Establish a notification system for private property owaers who acquire Barlow Road
segments and associated historic sitesto atert them of theimportant historic vatues.

11. Future state highway expansion and maintenance activities could imperil those Barlow Road

sectiops that approach the present highway shoulders, including actual road remains and
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

associated historic sites, such as the eastern “pristine” Rhododendron section, Pioneer
Meadow in west of Rhododendron, road remains in west Government Camp and remains in
the Deep Creek area. Clackamas County should share new inventory information with the
Oregon Department of Transportation so these concerns can be adequatelytakeninto account
inthe design and construction of bighway improvements.

Seek Oregon State Pre-Development, Planning and Education Historic Preservation Fund
Grants to formalize a procedure for implementing most of the above managment and
administration measures, developing a public education package for use at the Couanty's
public schools and public meetings, stimulating site-related research projects, andthetraining
of volunteers.

Encourage use of Oregon State law (ORS 215.263(8)(b)) that allows property owners to
subdivide farm propertythat has historic resourcestofacilitate transfer to a party interestedin
preservation.

Prohibit motor vehicle use of “pristine” segments (those not currently in use) by general
public,

Continue interim protective measures for the Barlow Road Historic Corridor as specified in
Couaty Ordinance section 707.03 for those segments yet to be formally designated.

Supplement the 1988 County marking of the route with the marking of the south bank
segment from Rhododendronto Wildwood and Gerber Road in the Springwater area.

17. Add Oregon Trail National Historic Trail markers to the Barlow Road sign posts so tourists

18.

19.

following the route from the east, particularly during the 1993 Oregon Trail
Sesquicentennial, maybe able toidentify the route as part of the Oregon Trail network.

In regard to the Barlow Road the National Park Service (1981: 399) earlier observed, "Dueto
the area's proximity to the farge population base of Portiand and its vicinity, it is anticipated
that more visitors will seek out this portion of the Oregon Trail than any other segment.” On-
site interpretation should be limited to public lands, or private lands for which formal
arrangementscan bemade.

a. Anexcellent opportunity is County lands located on the north bank of the Sandy River
immediately east of the Marmot Bridge. Local residents have afso identified County
iands in the immediate area as a potential location for a County Park. Though the
Barfow Road remains on the property have apparently been devastated by the 1964
flood, it would present a good location for presenting the Barfow Road story between
Rhododendron and Sandy with easy access from State Highway 26 across the Marmot
bridge.

b. Otherpotentialinterpretive locations at present inciode Meinig Park, Foster farm, Koch
Ranch, BLM's Rock Corral, and the west bank of the Clackamas County at
Feldheimer's.

c. The Oregon State secondary road signing program could be used for interpreting Barlow
Road segments along State Highways211 and 26.

Information from the Barlow Road historic context document may serve broader educational
uses such asinterpretive programs, publications, travelling exhibits, pamphlets, interpretive
tour notes and educational manuals directed at elementary and secondary schools.
Classroom curricula could include a 1992 Oregon Trail curriculum developed for K-12
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20.

grades by the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial in St. Louis. Teachers' training
clagses should beconducted to assist implementation of curriculainto existing math, science
and social studies classes. Traveling exhibits could be available for use at various public
locationsin ClackamasCouaty.

Establish/contimee formal coordination with other land management orgamizations,
particularly with the U. S. Farest Service which is the other key administrator of the Barlow
Road. The U. S. Nationa! Park Service (1981: 399) identified the Forest Service as a lead
organizationfor the segment through Goverament Camp due to excellent road remains both
east and west from the community on Forest lands. [The small town of Government Camp
creates a decided break in the Barlow Road of a little over one mile. In order to create a
continuous segment, there arefew options exceptto guide visitors down the shoulder of the
highway through Government, of to create a circular trail around the towa, rejoining the
Bariow Road on the west ,.. The Mount Hood National Forest should be given lead

ibilityfor this segment, to mark and interpret the trail, and to provide the necessary
public use facifities for potential vsers.”] With the recent acquisition of private lands at

Summit Meadow by the Forest Service, the County's role is limited to the graveled road on
the westside of the meadow and the Pioneer Gravesite, which according to the Oregon Trail
Advisory Council (OTAC) “needs regular maintenance of the fence and markers and regular
observation to protect it from vandalism” (1988: 80). The Forest Service also administers
short segments of the road remains adjacent to private land road remains within
Riododendron and on Devils Backbone.

21. The "used" section of the west Government Camp Barlow Road segment has been identified

for possible commercial development. The County should work with developers to
incorporate preservation and possibly interpretation of the route into the design of
developments. A "density bonus" option should be offered that allows developers to transfer
density of one area of subdivision to agother, thus maintaining same {and vatues.

22. A single, long-term repository should be established for Barlow Road-related artifacts with

sufficient accessibility to allow for loan to appropriate organizations for display and
inrerpretation purposes. OTAC (1988: 81) identified several Forest Service ranger districts
as storing artifacts and a number of private individuals also have artifact collectioas that
mightbe donatedif alocal, long-term and secure facility were available.

23 The viewshed from the Barlow Road route should, in general, be maintained inan open rural

setting with the exception of the route segment inimmediate association with State Highway
26 between Wildwood and Zigzag and the isolated, moderate to high density residential
developments along the route. In regard to these latter areas, vegetation buffering using
native vegetation with cotresponding sufficient structure setbacks from the historic route
would be appropriate. In all areas, building heighth restrictions in the corridor should be
maintsined (e.g., 2 112 stories). The visual impacts of timber harvests and other agricultural
activitieson the viewshed are of fess concern from an historic landscape perspective due to
pioneer encounters upon largeburn aceas and logging during early settlement.

. End of the Oregon Trail Master Plan design criteria (Ord. 90-1035, 7-20-90) should be

maintainedfor the surrounding Abernethy area, including maintenance of the south bluff soft
edgeeffect,

. The County should continue encouragement of the non-profit Oregon Trail pageant

program/theater now taking place at Clackamas Community College to further enhiance the
public's knowledge and appreciation of the integral role of the Bariow Road in the economic
and social development of the state.
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Table 1

Routes in Sandy Watershed West of Rhododendron, Oregon

Writer Dates Bank Route Camps
1845;
John Howell Qct. 7-10 Undetermined {(8/7) east of road

{8/8) on small stream
(8/9) on Clackamas River

Joel Palmer Qct. 26-30 North Bank (8/28) Mensinger Bottom
s {8/26) Deep Creek grea

{(8/30) McSwain claim

1846

John Howell May 16-26  Trdetermined (5/16) Zigrag River

1847:

William Findley May 27-28 Xorth Bank (5/27) Rock Corral area
(5/28) Top Laurel Bill

Isom Cranfill Sept. 13-14 South EBank (9/13) Rhododendron
($/14) Devil's Backbone ?

Absolom Harden Sept. 20 Ucdetermined (3/20) Near Salmon River

1848

William Anderson Sept. £-10 Undetermined (9/6) Foot Laurel Hill
(9/7) On Sandy River ?
(9/8) Frankus' place
(%/9) Sandy townsite
($/10) Foster's place

Riley Reot Sept., 9¢~-11 South Bamk [?] (9/9) Rhododendron

(9/10) Second Saundy
Crossing

(9/11) Puilip Foster's

Benjamin Cleaver Sept. l1-16 Undetarmired (9/11) On Zigzag River
{9/12) Rhododetdron
(9/13) On Sandy River
(9/14) Mensinger Bottom ?
{9/13) Varetti's place
(9/16) Cedar Creek ?
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- ' Appendix 2
Summary of Barlow Road Inventory Project Findings

Because of the length of the rowte investigated in the Barlow Road Laventory Project and the
farge number of property owners contacted, the project area was divided into eleven “route segments”
to enhance organization of the data. This division was based primarily on two factors: isolation of 2
route segment from other route segments in the discontinuous portion of the project area and physical
environment associations. The eleven segments, which vary greatly insize and complexity, are from
east o west: Sommit Meadow; Government Camp; Rhododendron; South Bank (Faubion to
Brightwood); North Bank (Brightwood to Mensinger Bottom); Devils Backbone; Sandy River
Crossing (at location of the second Sandy River crossing Francis Revenue's former land claim);
Forrester (Sandy to Eagle Creek); Feldheimer (Eagle Creek to the Clackamas River crossing);
Springwater; and, Holcomb. For increased clarity of the descriptions provided below, the eleven
segments and their sub-segments are described in an east to west order as if retracing the road course
in the field in a manner the original road users did. The eleven townships in the project area were
initially traversed by land survey crews at various locatiops between 1852 and 1898. Referenceto
their notes and resultant plat maps as well as emigrant diary entries are made in the text below where
relevant, Otherinformation is also provided such as general field survey visibility factors, land use
development trends, and current road course condition. The need and opportusities for further
studies and management actions are provided in other sections of the Barlow Road Historic Context
document.

Two categories of road remains are described. “Site sections” are actual road remains of
such character (primarily of sufficient length to verify it as part of a major linear cultural resource
feature)that they are conclusively judgedto be remnants of the Barlow Road. Oregon State historic
inventory forms have been completed for each of these road sections. “Isolate sections” are short
features that exhibit characteristics of road remains and are associated with other supporting
information, such as original surveyors' observations, to indicate they are in the proper location to be
Barlow Road remnants, but ace sufficiently separated from other road remains to make assignment as
Barlow Road remains less assured. Descriptions of these remnants are provided here and not on the

Oregon state site forms.

It should be noted that questions concerning the route location of the Barlow Road have
persisted since at least 1919 when the state accepted the donation of the road from private interests.
County road survey records suggest uncertainty was apparent by at least the 1890s.

Nocth Bank versus South Bank Routes

Most of the emigrant route in the eastern portion of the project area follows the stream
courses of the Zigzag and Sandy rivers, Debates have been lively through the years over the
importance of routes following the south bank of the rivers as opposed to gorth bank routes.
Commonly, theroute following the north bank of the Zigzag and Sandy rivers from Rhododendron
to the Sandy River emigrant crossing near the Revenue Donation Land Claim hasbeen considered the
peimary route, and the corresponding south bank route the "South Alternate.” Initially, the project
area included the north bank segment from Rhododendron to Brightwood as opposed to the south
bank segment through Faubion and Wemme. This north bank segment was clearly the original route
blazed by Bariow and others in 1845 and used by the emigrant groups during 1846. Joel Palmer
noted on October 27, 1845 joining an existing trail on the north bank of the Sandy River "which
starting from the Dalles, runs north of Mouat Hood, and until this season was the only trail traveled
by the whites." Palmer further stated that "the trail is sometimes very difficult to follow, on account
of the brush and logs." However, research of the emigrant diaries as part of the inventory project



strongly indicates the north bank segment quickly fell into disfavor and by late summer of 1847
emigrant pafties were using the south bank route dowastream to aear the present Brightwood area.
At that location the Sandy River was crossed for the first time and the orginal 1845 north bank route
then foilowed from there west across Devils Backbone. Supporting historic documentation shows
the north bank route between Rhododendron and Brightwood was Iabelied “Old Toll Road across
Cascade Mountains" in the 1882 surveyors' notes and the corresponding south bank route was
{abelled "Old Barlow Toll Road," indicating both had been in existence for some time. By 1898,
surveyors' notes for the immediate Rhododendron area identified only the south bank route, labelled
“Mount Hood Toll Road." It is likely the north bank route above Brightwood continued to be used
after 1846, even by some emigrant parties. But much of the use was light and primarily by local
persons journeying seasonally up to the Lolo Pass area or to early residences and establishments
along the porth bank of the Sandy River, In 1910, county road surveyors note following the oid
emigrant route as closely as possible in establishing the more recent county road alignment along the
north bank of the Sandy River below Faubion. Apparently, this effort was one of the first at
improving the lightly used wagon road. This correspandence of route alignmentsis further borne out
with ail 1882 surveyors' wagon road observation points for the north bank segment along the Sandy
River conforming exactly tothe present location of the countyroad.

Regarding the route segment below Brightwood, Philip Foster and others petitioned in 1862
that a south bank road be developed through the Cherryville area as an alternative to the

nding Devils Backbone segment north of the river. The route was surveyed that year, and -
again in 1874, However, noroad was apparently successfully constructed after either survey. Other
county road records make references to the Barfow Road east from Sandy as still being the route that
crossed the river at Revenue's and passed over the Devils Backbone until the 1884/1885 pericd when
the reference chagged to a south bank route east of the townsite of Sandy. Similarly, the 1872
surveyors notes for the ronte segment downstreamn from Brightwood to Devils Backbone only
identified anorth bank route fabelied " Wagon roadfrom Portiandto the Datles.”

In summary, the north bank route from Rhododendron to just from the present
Brightwood area was largely abandoned by emigrant parties by late 1847, Correspondingly, the
location of the first Sandy River crossing moved from just above the mouth of the Zigzag Riverto the
downstream location near Brightwood, By 1885, the south bank route was further extended to the
Sandy towansite area, thus avoiding at least two crossings of the Sandy River and the difficuit Devils
Backbone area. However, this latter route change occurred well after the primary 1845 to 1865

emgrantperiod,
Barlow Road Segment Summaries

SummitMeadow. The character of land ownership patterns has markedly changed in recent years
around Summit Meadow and much of the areais now owned by the U. S, Forest Service. This
public ownership includes the undeveloped meadow itself across which the Barlow Road traversed
from east to west and on which the Summit House was focated. As shown by a 1923 Marshall
Brothers map, the only segment of Barlow Road which is not presently in Forest Service ownership
is an approximately 1400' segment which correspands to the current impeoved Perry Vickers Road
alignment along the west perimeter of the meadow. Field survey work associated with the 1978 U.S.
Forest Service Barlow Road study indicated no early road remains in the area of the improved road,
suggesting the current road follows the original alignment. An 1884 surveyor's observation
identified a "Barlow & Mt. Hood wagon road” location which conforms with the current road
focation at the north boundary of the private ownership. Information provided by long term
Government Camyp residents also indicate that the present road conforms to the earlier route. A
nearby marked pioneer cemetery contains at least three graves and nearbyis the Baby Morgan marker
(a bronze plaque - gravesite unknown). The cemetery has been described in the 1985 Barlow Road
publication(see pages42-49).



Government Camp, The Barlow Road segment across private lands ia the Government Camp
community s shightly over one mile in length. The eastern half of the segment has been intensively
devetoped; the western half remains refatively open, primarily impacted by highway construction.
Ground visibility is excellent in the area because of the alpine vegetative character of the setting.
Consequently, extant road remains and associated historicfeatures may be readily cbserved.

Two major historic site sections were identified with a key informant associated with each.
A 1/4 mile mostly "pristine” segment wasidentified inthe residential area of east Government Camp,
located near the north shounlder of Government Camp Loop road. The road remains, beginning at the
northwest corner of the Summit Inn near the U.S. Forest Service boundary, winds through an area of
homes and is weil known to several contacted residents. An 1884 "Mt. Hood & Baclow wagon
road" sarveyor's reference point is situated just east of the current Summit Inn location conforming
with the observed alignment, The road alignment is also apparent on a 1965 Oregon State Highway
Department aerial photo. Although in an altered setting, the character of the road itself is weil
preserved. The roadbed is a compacted earthen, treeless surface, which creates a break in the contour
of the gentle south facing slope. For the next 1/4 mile to the west the road has been greatly impacted
by road and commercial development. Noremains were identifiedin this central portion of towa.

The road alignment is visible again as a treeless, compacted earth corridor with intermitient
shoulder berms and occasions! bordering boulders, located on the north shoulder of Government
Camp Loop road immediately west of the Government Camp post office. This site is also the
focation of another 1884 surveyor “Mt. Hood wagon road" observation. The alignment quickly
curves to the south, crossing the Loop road and proceeding fess than 1/4 mile in a southwest direction
in the current form of & "vsed” two-track road through a meadow until nearing the north shoulder of
State Highway 26. Near the highway a short “pristine” segment overgrown in brush and associated
wooden bridge remains were found. The archaeological remains of an early residence, including
square nzils and an undisterbed privy location, were ideatified at the nostheast boundary of the
meadow on the Barlow Road alignment. The Barlow Road alignment next follows the State
Highway alignment for a short distance west before becoming apparent once again at the south
shoulder of the State Highway. For slightly less than 1/4 mile, a “pristine" segment of the Barlow
Road winds through a largely undeveloped wooded area south of the higirway before passing into U.
S. Forest Service lands. Associated with the road is a series of uslined open pits possibly resulting
from emigrant use. The pits may have been dug by emigramts to cache beloagings while hurrying to
complete the difficult trip ahead of snowfalt. This intermittent stretch of historic roadbed from the
Post Office location to the Forest Service boundary consititutes the second site section at Government
Camp.

Rhododendron. Condition of the Bariow Road route through the Rhododendron community is much
like the Government Camp segment. The 3/4 mile route segment has visible remains toward the east
and west boundaries of the community and has apparently been substantially impacted by State
Highway construction and commercial development throughthe towncenter. Ashort 320" “pristine”
site section was identified in a residential area of east Rhododendros, traversing undeveloped lots
aear the north shoulder of State Highway 26 just west of the Tollgate Campground. The road section
passes through a small parcel of U. S. Forest Service lands before joining the State Highway 26
alignment. This “pristine" site section, though situated in a dense vegetative area, is readily visible
because of the well-worn rut with distinct earthen berms and treeless corridor.  Boulders, possibly
rolled aside by eartyroad users, constitute part of the shoulder berms. On September 18, 1851, P.
V. Crawford noted that through this area they traveled "through thickets and over stones and boulders
of all sizes.“ Even laterin 1866, S. B. Eakin described this segment as "awful rough and rocky."

The Barlow Road route then courses westward through the town center, gegerally following

the State Highway alignment. It is possible the route veered stightly to the south of the current
ighway alignment through town, but no distinctive remains were found to substantiate this
possibility. This section of the route has been heavily impacted by highway construction and



commercialiresidential development. However, situated only a few hundred feet gorth of the
highway in the town center is an open wet meadow, apparently the one mentioned in emigrant diaries
used for briefly grazing livestock white moving through the area. On September 7, 1848, William
Anderson noted that, "we came to some grass on the wright of the road we stoped turned our cattle
out and let them graze awhile then started on again.” Only a few days later on September 12,
Benjamin Cleaver noted "our grass fay off to onr%ight hand side of the Road some 3 hundred from
the i{oad in marshy land on little Branches. plenty of wild fruit such as Red & purple Huckle
buries.” Atthe west perimeter of the meadow is a large log residential structure built priorto 1907,

Just west of the town center the route becomes visible again in the form of a “"vsed"” site
section currently serving as a driveway for several residences. The section was formerly labelled
Chinook Lane, but the public road has siace been abandoned. This "used" segment winds through
the residential area of west Rhododendron, north of the State Highway and drops down {wo river
terrace bluffsbefore ashort "pristine" road section terminates at asmall open meadow, known locally
as “Pioneer Meadow." The meadow, located on public lands on the east bank of the Zigzag River,
was y much larger but has been diminished by various episodes of highway constroction
through the past 70 years. Three closely spaced 1898 "Mount Hood Toll Road" surveyor
observation points are located in close proximity to the meadow immediately south of the State
Highway alignment. These surveyors' points essentially mark the pioneer crossings of the Zigzag
River and St{ll Creek. This western "used” portion of the road varies greatly in imtegrity including a
near-“pristine” section immediately east of Airfie Mitchell Road which winds slightly and has
pronounced shoulder berms of earth and displaced boulders. The meadow may cotrespond to the
"glade" mentioned by Stevens onJuly 5, 1881 that upon passing the Toll Gate, the emigrants "came
downinto alittie glade, where we found some grass and camped for dinner. Here we found ... all
growing." (It should be noted that of the more than 30 diaries used for this project, this is the sole
referencetoatoligatefacility.)

(xherroad alternates wereidentified bylocal residentsthat diverges from the western “used"
section described above, These alternate routeslikely conform to the original 184546 Barlow Road
route as it contimaed northwest from Rhododendron, crossing Henry Creek in a residential area and
following the north bank of the Zigzag River toward aSandy River crossing.

South Bank. This route segment, somewhat greater than 4 miles in length, traverses the broad river
terraces along the south bank of the Zigzag and Sandy rivers. Because of the level character of the
terraces, drainage is poor and m;n}éwet areas are present along the route. Ve%eta:ion is dense
making visibility of road remains difficult in winter as well as spring and summer. Despite increased
development in recent years immediately along the State Highway route, residential development
away from the highway has progressed more slowly, consequently some road remains persist fargely
unaffected.

Two major site sections were recorded and two smaller, isolated sections were noted. The
first major site section was identified at the east end of this major route segment between the
commugities of Faubion and Rhododendron. An approximately 1/2 mile "pristine” and "used"
section courses through an undeveloped wooded area south of State Highway 26 and through the
residential area of the former James Creighton homestead, Three primary structures constitute the
homestead complex: theresidence, abarn/garage and alodge building. All are believed to date from
around 1912, An old privy location was found south of the residential structure near the property
boundary. It is likely the homestead was established to serve travelers on the old route during the
early auto touring dagvs. The “used” portion of the Barlow Road is the closest portion of the
driveway east of the building complex and the segment passing through the complex itself. The
“pristine” portion is now used as a hiking trail for the present camp facilities, to the west of the
residential/lodgearea. The eastproperty boundary of this former homestead is locared within oaly a
few feet of a section line, yet the sorveyors in 1898 made no meation of a wagon road in this area, It
is believed that the surveyors, while recording theirinformation in the notebook possibly at the end of



the day's werk, confused the information for the original road course on the north bank of the Zigzag
River with the informationfor the south bank route. Osiy the position for the north bank route Was
provided in the notes, but assigned the more recent road's label, "Mt. Hood & Barlow wagon road".
in contrast, the resulting 1898 plat map only showsthe south bank route, thus not conforming to the
. Apparently, the plat map more correctly reflects the surveyors actual field
observations. The plat map also shows the road course well back from the Zigzag River's south
bank against the base of the bordering mountain ridges, just as the road course observed in 1991 is

The second major site section begins immediately west of a trailer court on the westside of
Wemme community, and proceeds westward imermittently for approximately 2 miles to the
Wildwood Park. The road begins in “pristine” condition diverging from the south shovlder of State
Highway 26 near thetrailer court intoaa undeveloped wooded areabehind residential and commercial
developments fronting the State Highway east of Arrah Wanna Road. The old road course was more
recently used as Chinquepin Road prior to ultimate abandonment. The course was only minimally
improved,thusretainingthepdmiﬂvemadchamziertoday peing a narrow and shallow linear swale,
barely visible even in midwinter vegetation. Apparently, a powerline did once follow the old road
course s & fatlen power pole Was observed across the roadbed with threaded wooden insulator
mouats still aached to the pole. The road course has peen impacted by logging and residential
devetopment for a short distance ia both directions from its crossing of Arrah Waana Road but
becomes evident again in a recent clear-cut area further west. The road course again regains
"peistine" condition west of the clear-cut area as it courses throngh a wet, wooded area toward the
community of Wildwood. Throughthe Wildwoodresidential area, the road, still located south of the
State Highway, becomes less evident in one wooded area and isused as a single lane residential road
for one shost section. The obscure, wooded short section through the Wildwood residential area is
shown on the Clackamas County propetty map as an abandoned road way still labelled "Barlow
Road“. The road course again becomes a "pristine” segment in BLM's Wildwood Park where it
continues westward from the Wildwood residential area, finally merging with the State Highway
west of the park entrance. The point of merging marks the westera termimus of this site section.
Near the east boundary of the park, the road course passes an old log strocture, located at the south
end of Three Ring Road, that likely dates to the time of continued Barlow Road use. An 1882
surveyors' wagon road observation point also occurs at this property boundary which corresponds to
the presently observed road course, The predominant character of the road remains in this route
segment includes a shatlow linear swale extending through a teeeless corridor, often with standing
water within it and supporting the growth of “bear grass” and other ephemeral pond-associated plant
species.

There are several sections of this South Bank route segmest within the project boundaries for
which no significant road remains were identified in the present inventory. f of these will be
described below. In addition, the area through which the old road route passes between the Zigzag
River and Still Creek stream crossings near Rhododendron and the Faubion site section described
above is owned by the U. S. Forest Service. Consequently, it is located out of the project area.
However, the surveyors plat map provides information onthe general road location through this area.

Proceeding west from the west end of the Faubion site section to the east end of the Wemme

site section, the old road course passes through a residential area in south portion of Faubion,
imately conforming withthe Thimbie Berry Laneroad alignment. The route passes just north

of theformer Airlie Mitcheltresidence, built in the 1920s, and through an adjoining patoral meadow
area before merging With the south section of Faubion Loop road, part of the ofd loop highway
alignment. Theroute then enters U. S. Forest Service lands past the Zigzag RangerDistrictfaclities.
According to the 1898 surveyors notes, the "Mt. Hood & Bartow wagon road” was ideptified a short
distance northwest of the Zigzag Ranger District facilities, near the north shoulder of State Highway
26 at the intersection With Loto Pass Road. A short, isolate section of likely road remains were
observed immediately west of the Zigzag Mouatain Store. 'This section, in close proximity to the



north shoulder of the State Highway, conforms well with the 1898 alignment noted by the surveyors.
The old road course then immediately merges with the State Highway alignment for the next mile to
the west before coming tothe east terminus point of the Wemme site section described above. This
lengthy conformance with the State Highway alignment is supported by two 1882 surveyors
observation points which identify the “Mt. Hood wagon road" course coincident with the current
highway course. A powerline road follows along the sovth shouider of the State Highway through
much of this milesegment. Some local residents believethistwotrackroad is the Barlow Road, but
as to whether the emigrant road course conforms with the State Highway or powerline alignment, or
some combination of both cannot be ascertained.

As described above, the western terminus of the Wemme to Wildwood site section occurs at
the merger of the Barlow Road remains with the State Highway a short distance west of the entrance
to BLM's Wildwood Park. From there westward to the intersection with Brightwood Loop Road,
the Barlow Road route generally conforms to the State Highway alignment. north of the State
Highway shoulder Wemme Trail road paralleisthe highway road course. Wemme Trail is identified
onthe Clackamas County property map as the former Barlow Road, Some isolated shallow swales
are t in 2 narrow strip of woodland between the two present-day road courses, but their
association with the Barlow Road is inconclusive. Itis considered in the current inventory that the
Bariow Road along this section of the State Highway has been greatly impacted by state highway
construction and other development in the ares. Farther westward an 1882 surveyor's observation
poiat places the "Barlow toll road” at the ent-day intersection of State Highway 26 and
Brightwood Loop Road (part of the previous Mt. Hood Loop Highway). This location has bees
greatly impacted by highway and road construction. From that point the Barlow Road course follows
the Brightwood Loop Road for a short distance northwest before taking a right turn down the river
terrace biuff 1o the lower terrace of the Sandy River. It is possibie that a narrow gravelled single lane
road directed straight down the bluff is the old Barlow Road, but the association is not confirmed.
According to local property owners this road segment has existed for many yeacs and formerly led
down to & homestead, the remains of which has only recently been demolished. According to
docamentation, the homestead of William Rosalsky, patented 1n 1891, was in this area and may be
thereferenced homestead. The road course becomes less apparent a short distance across the lower
tecrace toward the Sandy River. At this point the Sandy River comridor area, affected by the
December 1964 flood, is approached and most road remains have likely been greatly impacted. The
western terminus of the South Bauk road segment is located within the Timberline Rim subdivision
on the south bank of the Sandy River, The precise location of the first Sandy River crossing location
used by most emigrants is presentfy unknows as any actoal remains were likely erased by the 1964
flood, if not by development along the river. The approximate crossing {ocation has been projected
from evidence gathered from emigrant diary entries and early land surveyor information.

This South Bagk route segment presented somewhat of & reprieve to the emigrants from the
steep hills and rocky, sandy soils encountered in the previous days through Government Camp and
along the Zigzag River. OnSeptember 7, 1848, William Watson noted that “going dowan it (the south
bank of the Sandy River) seven miles is the most fevel road between St. Joseph and Oregon City.”
There still persisted the accounts of soft soils and large river cobblesin the path and lack of {orage for
the livestock. BenjaminCleaver, onSeptember 13, 1848, wrote, “the Road runs down Sandy. the
road today is tolerable level but Rocky & sandy."

The crossing of the Sandy River was not one of ease. On September 6, 1851, Rev. Neil
Johnson "found it about waist deep and very cold and swift, and if I had not caught hold of his
wagon body, [ should certaialy been carried down stream and peobably been drowned." The
following year, on September 15, 1852, Esther Hanna also noted that the Sandy was "“a very hard
siream to Cross, asthe current is very rapid and the bed of the stream fuil of farge smooth rocks and

verydeep.”



Bagk. The approximate six mile North Bank segment is the most problematical of the Barlow
Road segments. Apparently, the original route closety followed the north bank of the Sandy River,
primarily using the lowerriver terrace. Appareantly, this segment of the route appeared problematical
tothe emigrants as well, On September 8, 1848, William Watson wrote, “after crossing the river we
had some very rough road; with several short, bad hilis, at one of which we had to double team.”
Watson further noted that grass was scarce and timber was very heavy. The heavy timber and scarce
gass reference appears to apply to the Rock Corral area and the present-day pastureland of

ensinger's Bottom, as well asthe other portions of the North Bank segment.

A long segment of the north bank was severely impacted by the December 1964 flood and
subsequent river stabilization activitiesby the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. In some areas, major
portions of the terrace itself disappearedin the flood. In addition, much residential development has
occurred immediately along the rivey course and the current county road likely follows some of the
same alignment asthe earlier emigrantroad. Therefore, approximately thefirst 4 miles of the Barlow
Road route from the projected river crossing above Brightwood downstream to the Rock Corral site
section yielded very few road remains. The field survey confirmed that several areas in proximity to
the 1872 surveyors' wagon road observation locations have been devastated by the 1964 flood.
Examples of the apparent destruction of lands on which the road course once extended inciude a
lower river bank terrace just downstream from the Brightwood Bridge which was severely scoured
according to local informants and the loss of a 7 acre river terrace parcel further downstream at the
Cooke Ranch, a short distance east of the Rock Corral area. Nosetheless, east of the Rock Corral
area two short isolated sections of road remains were idemtified. A narrow, shallow swale was
observed through a residential area near the north shoulder of the county road west of the intersection
with McIntyre Road. Residents have recovered an obviously very old iron kettle along this swale
feature. Another short, but more distinct, rot was found an public lands near the confluence of the
Salmon and Sandy rivers. This section, located near the south shoulder of the county road, is
truncated by 1964 flood damage atits east end and merges with the county road at the west end.

The one Barlow Road site section identified in the six mile North Bank route segment is
located in what is commonly knowa as the Rock Corral area. This 1/2 mile road section, located on
an upper river terrace, is primarily in "used" condition as several parts of the section currently serve
as driveways to various residences. One major part has been gravelled and another has been
asphalted, though both are maintained as privately-used single lane thoroughfares. Localfolkiore has
identified the Rock Corral pioneer campsite at the east end of the site section near a large boulder.
There are no references to support this assignment from over 30 emigrant diaries reviewed for the
Barlow Road project area. Itis possible the area was used prehistorically for a campsite. One local
informant, in fact, noted findiag ‘prehistoric chipped stone artifacts around the rock. An 1872
surveyors wagon road reference point corresponds with the road remains pear the large rock, but
makes no mention of the campground or therock.

The remaining 1.5 mites of the North Bank road segment west of the Rock Corral site
section primarilytraversesthe large Mensinger Bottom terrace, presently alarge, cleared pastureland
used for livestock grazing. No early road remains were identified on the terrace and an 1872
surveyors note locates “Wagon road from Portland to the Dalles” on the current couaty road
aligoment. Localinformants havealsonoted thaithe current coung road likely follows the emigrant
road alignment. A pioneer gravesite has been identified toward the east side of the terrace near the
shoutder of the county road by more than one informant, but the exact location has been obscured
becanse of removal of a protective feace and subsequent plowing and clearing of the pastureland.
The terrace was also the location of at least two early homesteads whose remains may be estimated
from early county road survey maps.

DevilsBackbone, This six mile route segment containstwo site sections, including one of substantial
length. The prominent ridgeline isfairly dry and vegetation does not hinder visibility of road remains
to the degree of the Scuth Bank segment. Most of this route segment is now rural farmland, as




opposed to the higher density residential development along the north and south banks of the Sandy
River and inithe townsites of Rhododendron and Government Camp.

A short, 1/4 mile, road site section was identified at the east end of the Devils Backbone
route segment. A roadbed crosses a small unnamed creek at the base of the mountain slope and then
climbs straight up the toe of the ridge to a flat terrace. This section has been primarily used by
tractors in recent times, except for the fower portion of hillside siope which still retains otiginal
earthen berms along the shoulders suggesting a "pristine” condition of the roadbed. The location of
the stream crossing at the base of the hill correspondsto an 1872 surveyors observation point for the
“Wagon road from Portland to The Dalles". The emergence of the road section at the top of the bitlis
close to and ali\%ns with another 1872 surveyors wagon road cbservation point. On September 8,
1849, William Watson made reference to the stream by writing, “we crossed another branch, where
we filled our water casks, it being ning¢ miles to the river (the second crossing of the Saady River).”

Farther up Devils Backbone to the west is another, fonger site section. Stretching for almost
3 1/2 milesin length, the site section begins at the former townsite of Marmot and extends along the
ridgetop westward with occasional road remainsclearly apparent. Four 1860 surveyors' ebservation
pointsnoting "a wagon roadfrom Willamette Valleyto Dalles" in additionto a fifth observation point
established in 1872 correspond to the route identified in the field. One of the better segments of
preserved road is an intermittent “pristine” road section extending up a very narrow, steep ridgeline
from the former Marmot townsite. The old roadbed first follows the south shoulder of the county
road in a woodland setting toward the west from Marmot before crossing to the north of the modern-
dayroad. It then follows the narrow ridgeline upward until reaching the ridgetop and disappearing
into a cleared pastureland. This sabsection of road is clearly described by William Watson who
wrote on September 9, 1849, “This morning We ascended ... by a narrow ridge; we had a very heavy
road tothe top of the first hill, which was very steep.”

Other "pristine" and “used" road sections were observed along the remaining 3 miles of the
site section. "Pristine” sections include a deep rut at the west perimeter of an old orchard, an
excellent roadbed through a remaining stand of woods, a short segment of ruts along the north
shoulder of the county road and a very short swale in a recently clear-cut area. Two subsecticas
have been "used" for skidding logs, including a lengthy segment on the top of a narrow, level ridge
near the north shoulder of the county road. Historic sites associated with this site section, besides
Marmot which served travelers along the road course from the 1880s to the 1910s, is an vamarked
gioneer ei'(;avesite, a possible emigrant campsite according to emigrant diaries, and several early

omesteads.

Two other portions of the Devils Backbone road segment lacked road remains, Oneisa3/4
mile portion of the route {ocated immediately east of the Marmot townsite between the two road site
sections described above. A aumber of residences and some field clearing has apparently obscured
tracesin this area. The other is the western one mile of the ridgetoproute segment. Thelattersection
follows the top of the ridgeline and has been significantly impacted by field clearing and agricultural
development.

Though hilly, Devils Backbone brought some relief from the thickets, sandy soils, wet
boggy areas, and large river cobbles hindering travel along the previous miles of riverbank. An early
description of thisroute segment 1s provided by Joel Palmer who, on October 29, 1845, wrote, "We
soon ascended & ridge which we followed for seven or eight miles, alternately prairie and fern
openings. Inthese openings the timberis not farge, but grows rather scrubby. There are mumercus
groves of beautifui pine timber, tall and straight. The soil is of areddish cast, and very mellow, and
think would produce well." On September 10, 1848, Riley Root wrote, “15 miles, most of the way
over agood road, especially on theridge, called by some, ‘Devils' Back-bone.™ Benjamin Cleaver,
on September 15, 1848, described this segment as “a fine Ridge Road mostly timber with some
barren openings." On August 14, 1852, Jared Fox wrote, "Had some very good road and some very



hard hills both up & down." On September 12, 1853, Amelia Kmght wrote, "ascended thru very
steep hills, passed over the devils back bone, they call it here -- We also passed over some very
pretty countryto day , we stoped to noon at & beautiful spot, it Was prairie interspersed with strips of
pretty fir timber, with their branches sweeping the ground, to the left was a deep ravige (Sandy River
canyon), with a clear stream of water meandering throughiit, (this pretty place was along towards the
end of the old fellows back bone)"

Sandy River Crossing. This 2 mile route segment includes the descent of Devils Backbone, the
approach across two river terraces to the second crossing of the Sandy River and the ascent up three
bluffs leaving the stream crossing to the ridge where the townsite of Sandy is presently focated. Like
the Devils Backbone segment, much of this route segment is dry, consequently the visibility factor
due to vegetation is not as severe as other segments. Onthe north bank of the river 2 lengthy, single
site section was identified extending from the base of the Devils Backbone westward to the actual
river crossing location. The site sectionis composed of several discontinuous "pristine” subsections
iienerally following the MarmotRoad alignment. The eastern-most “pristine" section occurs south of

armot Road at a small unnamed stream crossing at the base of a steep hill. This stream appears to
be referenced by Benjamin Cleaver who wrote on September 15, 1848, “we traveled to the first edge
of Sandy Bottom - had to go down a steep hill & Camped on a small brasch at the foot of the hill.
grazing poor & Camping places Bushy as is Common in these Mountains.” From the stream
crossing, the route then disappears through an agricuiroral field before merging with the county road,
where a very shott subsection of road remains is still evident on the immediate south shoulder of the
county road. The route then diverges again from the cousty road alignment to the south & short
distance westward where a short section of remains is still apparent next to extensive residential
development, The route then merges again with the county road before diverging once more, thistime
to the north where some road remains are still visible, These remains have been truncated along the
fength of the old roadbed by a high county roadcut, leaving over half the width of the wagon roadbed
and the north shoulder berm.

The descent of the emigrant route from the upper river terrace to the lower terrace in this
vicinity is not clearly evident, but projected to be at the focation of the intersection of Marmot Road
and Ten Eyck Road. The high road cuts created by county road construction & the intersection have
apparently greatly modified the original shape of the bluff fandform. Emigrant diaries indicate
difficulty in descending this area. On September 16, 1848 Benjamin Cleaver wrote, "we left our
Camp on the East side of Sandy Bottom, went down one bad steep hill between here and the Creek.”

From that point the emigrant route follows Ten Eyck Road westward before diverging and
following the north river bank of the Sandy River downstream from the current bridge {ocation.
Portions of this site subsection are well preserved, including two alternate river crossings, the
easternmost at & large gravel bar exposed at low water episodes and the second, further West crossing
at a broad tiverbed focation which isquite shallow in the late summer months. Several localresidents
are well aware of the presence of the old road remains along the river course, and the stream crossing
was well described by E. W. Conyers in 1852, "This crossing we found was very hard to make on
account of the many big boulders to be found inthe stream. To get across safely we were obliged to
travel a zig-zag course,” Intervening portions of the route between these north bank road remains
have beenimpacted by residential development situated along theriver course.

The actoal descent of the emigrants down the long, steep, southwest-facing slope of the
Devils Backbone, at the east end of this route segment, has no apparent road remains, perhaps
because of past logging of the area. It was reported that rope-scarred trees, used to ease wagons
down the slope, remained in the area until recent years. Emigrant diaries remark about the ditficult
descent. One of the more dramatic entries is by William Anderson who wrote on September 9, 1848,
“we traveled 5 miles over some verry steep hills we had a shower of rain this morning which caused
the mountains to be verry stippy my waggon slide arcund at one hill and got before the team and
crippled the offlead ox we got them stoped chained the waggon to a tree and too the cattle foose



unioaded the waggon and then let it down with chainsand ropes.” Similarly, on September ¢, 1850,
Samuel Janies wrote, "Last crossing of Sandy. Went over Devil's Backbone and let the wagons
down by ropes, have the cattle alftaken off." P. V. Crawford noted on September 20, 1851, “First
we ascended a Jong hill onto along ridge, which we foflowed several miles, at the end of which we
descended a very steep hifl, to the creek bottom." Like Anderson and James, the Rev. Jesse
Moretand wrote on October 2, 1852, “we had verry Bad hills to come down we let down by Rope.”
Reputation of the descent was well established early as reflected by George Taylor's entry on October
7, 1853, “the Backbone Is the most difficult hill to Descend In A wet time that there is in the
Mountain we got down In Safety As the hill went dry We got down without difficulty.” Of note in
regard to the appearance of the physical environment in this area is Joel Palmer's entry of October29,
1845, “We came to the termination of this ridge and descended to the bottom, which has been
covered with heavy timber, but which hasbeen killed by fire.”

Upon crossing the Sandy River, emigrants described a series of hills to climb whife
ascending from the stream course. The third lill, up to present-day Sandy, was clearly the most
difficult, particularfy in wet weather. On October 9, 1853, George Taylor wrote, "Hill Very Bad
Wet and Slippery we took Part of the Tings out of the Wagons and Carried them up the hill then By
hitching nine yoke of Cattle to A Wagon we got up the hill." Previously, on September 16, 1848,
Benjamin Cleaver wrote, “we had several Bad hills to go up which we had to double team a.”
William Watson, on September 9, 1849, wrote after crossing the Sandy, "a mile farther, having three
steep hills, here we nooned.” Samuel James in 1850 simply noted, “Bad hifls" after crossing the
river. P. V. Crawford was somewhat more deseriptive the following year, "The road from here
(river crossing) was good, except two short, steep pitches we had to climb and one tolerably long and
very steep hill." Even 30 years laterin 1881, Stevens noted pulting “vp a long, steep hill and found a
store on top.”

A summation of the travails suffered by the emigrants in traversing the Sandy River Crossing
route segment was provided by John Kerns on October 1, 1852, "Started early and drove six miles,
then descended a steep, long spur of the mountain, went cne and one-half miles and crossed Sandy
again, then ascended a spur of the mountain and traveled four miles and encamped afler one of the
most laborious day's travel we have had."

Historic sites associated with this route segment include two marked pioneer cemeteries (the
Cliffside and Revenue cemeteries) and three early homestead locations. The new Francis Revenue
{and claim was noted by Amelia Knight on September 12, 1853, “passed one new claim this evening,
and have encampt near a smali stream of clear water (Cedar Creek) -- it is three miles to the first
farm." The reference to afarm may beto the James and Abigail Brown danation land claim that was
first settled in 1853 on the Barlow Road route to Foster's just south of Deep Creek. The following
year Revenue's farmstead was established as described by Phitip Condit on September 15, 1854
where upon crossing the Sandy River the emigrants “camped near the first dwelling house we fouad
inthe Cascades."

Forrester. Until possibly as late as 1853 this eight mile segment essentially constituted the final day's
journey of the emigrants totheir first encounter with civilization, the Philip Foster farm. A number of
emigrants make brief reference to this route segment that generally passes through rolling farmland
with two deeply entrenched stream courses to cross. As Palmer noted on October 25, 1845, "After
crossing the Sandy our course was south-west, over a rolling and prairie country. The prairie, as
well asthetimber land, was covered with fern. " Benjamin Cleaver, who untike Paimer was pulling 2
wagon, was somewhat moce descriptive on September 17, 1848, “had some steep little hills & some
swampy Rooty Road some very good road on the fatter part of the Road.” Similarly, on September
16, 1852, Esther Hanna wrote, " Part of our road this day was good and part very bad, having some
steep ascents and descents to make." Several emigrants simply provided the brief description of a
"hilty" road. Jared Fox provided a somewhat confusing entry on August 15, 1852, by describing the
following incident, “At a sharp little hill between the garden & house Jerry horse fell down & I
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thought it was his last bus we got him up & got up the hill, One mite from here we came (o Foster's,
heretofore known as the first house..." The hilf they were apparently ascending up was likely out of
Deep Creek, but to who's house and garden the reference is made on Deep Creek in 1852 is
unknown. This is especially confusing since several weeks later on October 2, 1852, Kerns noted,
“After driv'mﬁ eight miles over a hilly, mountainous road through cloudy, cool weather, we reached
Foster's, thefirst house in the Willamette Valley, after getting out of the Cascade Mountains...” The
fall of 1853 was very wet as reflected by Amefia Knight's entry on September 13, “drove over some
muddy miry ground, and through mud holes...” Obviously, this stretch of road presentedfamiliar
hardships but to a much lesser degree than most of the route since passing through the Government
Camp area. Most of this segment south of Sandy is now in agricuitoral use and has been since the
1850s-60s.

The first portion of the roufe segment contains o site sections but several isolate road
sections. The rote passes in a southwesterly direction from the Ten Eyck Road and State Highway
26 intersection generalty following the current Pioneer Bivd. alignment before departing in a more
southerly direction to Tupper Road. Tupper Road is aremaining segment of the 1920s Market Road
#33 which likety followed the previously ased wagon road road route in the area immediately on the
southside of Sandy. The Barlow Road route appears to generalfy coincide with the Tupper Road
alignmentto the bottom of a drainage. There the old route appears to deviate from the market road
which is cut into the north facing hitlslope departing the drainage. The wagon route, with possible
traces constituting an isolated road section, traverses up the hillside east of Tupper Road through 2
wooded northfacing hiliside, disappearing at the top of the hill near the edge of the Kari Terrace
residentialdevelopment. The route then passes through the residential area in a southerly direction,
next teaversing the highty disturbed old Oja Lumber Mill site before crossing Tupper Road while
descending a south facing, wooded hillside to Tickle Creek. The wagon route crosses Tickle Creek
and turns southeastward, ascending a steep hillside, first following a corrent residential drive and
then becoming visible as an abandoned roadbed near the top of the hill. This isolated road section
displays some characteristics, such as a width greater than 10 feet and general consistency of grade,
suggesting it was likely the original wagon road improved in the 1920s into the market road. The
route again disappears at the top of the hill whereit apparently turned back in a southwest orientation,
traversing level fields before jotning the current highway alignment, Road remains of this section are
shown in an early aerial phototaken around 1950, and is also dramatically indicated by the orientation
of astill standing 18805 ressdence.

The wagon route then generally follows the highway alignment for some distance, deviating
briefly in several locations withisolated road remains still apparent, A distinct, but very short, swale
is located on the porth shoulder of the fighway, a short distance west of the highway and Arletha
Court road intersection. Farther west, 1800 feet east of the 362nd Drive intersection, also in
immediateproximity to the north shoulder of the highway, is a short isolated section of very good,
abandoned road remains. As the old route approaches Deep Creek to the west it begins more
substantial deviations from the current highway alignment. While traversing low rolling hills before
descending to Deep Creek, the old route, according to early surveyor notes, diverges from the
highway alignment a short distance to the north, passing through present-day blueberry fields.

Upon beginning the long descent from the north, the route according ta the 1855 surveyors
notes apparently crossed the cutrent highway alignment briefly to the east, passing around the east
end of the toe of a small ridge located just above the highway and Tickle Creek Road intersection.
Some partial swales are located along the east shoulder of the highway, but association with the old
routeis not apparent.

Between the Tickle Creek Road intersection with the fighway and the Judd Roadintersection
across the Deep Creek drainage three generations of road alignments are evident: a site section of the
original wagon road; the subsequent 1920s smarket road; and, the current state highway. From the
Tickie Creek Road intersection the market road generally follows Tickle Creek Road to Leewood
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Lane, and then along Leewood Lane to where it crosses Deep Creek at the current highway crossing
location, buf differing in orientation. The wagonrouteintheimmediate areais evidenced by a linear,
shaliow swale through an undeveloped woodland area near the west shoalder of the highway, below
the Tickie Creek Roadintersection. The swale disappears at the bovndary of the adjoining residential
development and apparently crosses Deep Creek a short distance downstream from the highway and
market road location in the vicinity of a current foot bridge. No road remains are evident on either
immediate bank of DeepCreek. o

Upon crossing Deep Creek, the market road and wagon road become evident again near the
east shoulder of the current highway alignment a short distance (approximately 150 feet) south of the
Deep Creek streambed. Remains of the market road are distinct as it first climbs the northfacing hill
in a southerly direction, diverging from the highway alignment, before curving to the southwest
joining Sofich Lane alignment and cpossing Highway 211, becoming distinct again west of the
highway. The market road then makes a broad curving sweep through another undeveloped
woodland area before torning back to the south and crossing the highway alignment again, this time
while ascending a steep, but low northfacing hillside. Upon reaching the top of the hill, the market
road remains again turn back to the southwest, generally joining the highway alignmnt near the Judd
Roadintersection.

The older Barlow Road remains follow a different route than the market road or the highway;
however, the remains are much less distinct. In addition, the older route more closely conforms to
the current highway alignment, hence was more impacted by the highway construction than the
marketroad. Nonetheless, several remains are stifl recognizable. Upon crossing Deep Creek and the
highway alignment a short, deep, highly eroded swale is located just above the market roadbed, near
the highway east shoulder. The remains disappear at the top of the hifl where erosion has been fess
of a factor in enhancing the swale. The Barlow route then apparently follows the current highway
alignment vp agradual grade to thesouth before becoming vistble again as a relatively short, shatiow
linear swale that parallels the west shoulder of the highway before apparently crossing back to the
east side. East of the highway Barlow Road remains become very distinct as the road course begins
climbing up a steep hillside, first below the market roadbed described above, and then turming
southwest near the hilltop and crossing the market road remains. The road remains cease upon
crossing the market road asit appears to approach the Judd Road intersection.

The Barlow Road route apparently crosses the highway at the Judd Road intersection and
then closely parallels the highway alignment past Forrester Cemetery where it begins a descent
toward the former Philip Foster farmsite. A short shaliow swale is visible just north of the cemetery
and distinct road remains occur southwest of the cemetery on a soutbfacing hiliside. Though a
lengthy, broad, deep swale remains, it has been partially filled by field clearing debrisat the top of the
tnit, intersected by aresidential drive and two-lane highway inthe middle, and used for a trash dump
below the highway. A short distance below the dump the swale passes through some blackberries
and disappearsimto aclearedfield.

The nextsection of this route segment has no remains as it apparently contigues to descend
toward Foster's, passing through pastureland, a tree farm, and blackberry growth. A short swale
becomes apparent again at the base of the descent in an undeveloped woodland setting. A much
longer shallow swale is evident a short distance farther as it courses toward Jackknife Road near its
intersection with Highway 211. Near the north shoulder of Jackknife Road the swale is truacated by
residential development. The remainder of the route segment toward Foster's has no visible remains
as it crosses Jackknife Road, cleared sheep pastureland, and finally joining the current highway
alignment in front of Eagle Creek School upon its final descent toward Goose Creek.

Feldheimer Route Segment. This short 3 mile segment begins at Goose Creek next to Foster's
farm, includes crossings of Eagle Creek and the Clackamas River, and terminates at the top of the
ascentfrom the Clackamasat Springwater Road. Foster's farmstead has major significasce for two
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reasons. For the first eight years of Barlow Road use (1846-1853) it marked the reemergence into
civilizationTorthe emigrantsafier 2000 miles of teavel. Secondly, early on it marked the initial point
of dispersal of emigrants, with some continuing ogward to the West to Oregon City and others

. ng south toward the upper Willamete Valley {often after crossing the Clackamas River also) or
noeth to Mitwaukie and, later, Portland. The emigraats proceeding on to Oregon City also had the
option of following the ‘worth bank of the Clackamas River from Foster's for some distance before
crossing or following the route described below. That this dispersal pattern was established early 18
reflected by Mark Hatton's description, an 846 reaveler, who later recalled, “Whea they reached
Jackknifemost of the wagons separated...” On September 17, 1848 Benjamin Cleaver wrote, “we
landed atthe seulementz%oster‘s) about 3 oclockP. M. wethen traveled about 1 1/2 milestoa Eagle
Creek-- having takenthe Jef hand Road& camped on Said Creek.” On September 22, 1851, P. V.
Crawford forlorly wrote from Foster's, “This day our compasy separated.” That the upper
WillametteValleywas a destination of masy from Foster's is reflected by Estber Hanna who wrote
on September 16, 1852, “Nearly everyone stops a few days to recruit (at Foster's) before going
farther up the valley." On August 22, 1853, Orange Gaylard wrote, “Droveto Foster's. Arrived just
before 12 o'clock m. Drove to the forks of the Oregon City and Safem roads and camped.”
Numerous other subsequent diary eatries make specific referenceto Milwaukie, Portland, Mollala, or
“upper valley" as they left the Philip Foster farmstead area. As late as 1866, S. B. Eakin wrote,

the left . . . We are now north of Eugene. The facmers say for us to keep to the mountain road
(through Mollala). They say it is better than the River Road (Oregon City to Salem)."

The route from Foster's to Oregon City described below is supported by various early maps,
including General Land Office plats and an 1850s Warm Springs map, and few diary eniries. A
description of the crossing of Eagle Creek is provided by Benjamin Cleaver on September 18, 1848,
“This day we crossed Eagle Creek on which we were Camped & traveted about 3/4 of amile&vpa
tolerable hill & Camped on a Branch at the side of a small buggie Prairie near 2 farm (George
Weston's fand claim first settled in 1847) . . . ‘We can 5¢e Mount Hood from this place.” The
crossing of the Clackamas River at Feldheimers Ford location was described by William Anderson on

ber 11, 1848 who stated wpon leaving Foster's, "we started ofi & crossed the Clackamas
River at averry shallow Place where the fall Salmon were verry Plenty going up stream & we kiled
all we wanted with sticks & Clubs this stream ] afterwards learnt eptied into the Willamette River
below oragon City." Benjamin Cleaver wrote on September 20, 1848, “craveled over some good
Road. we then came to hills & from that to the Clacamas River thisis a beamiful stream about 100
s wide & from 1 1/2 to 2 172 feet Deep very Clear. Salmon plenty. after crossing asmall Branch
about 1/4 of a mile from the Clackamas River we then Rise a long hilt act very steep.” On October
14, 1852, Samue! Francis wrote, “Decended & rather bad hill to the Clackamas, orded it, a fine
stream, clear water, stoney bottom.”

Three road sections were identified in this route segment. One sents the descent to and
ascent from Eagle Creek. The descent began at the sharp torn of Doty Road at the top of the bloff
above Eagle Creek bottomland. A very short swale is visible in # wooded area on the inside of &
sharp "haicpin” curve in Doty Road. The lower end of the swale is abraptly truncated by a roadcut
hagk. The evidence for this swale being aroad featare is further enhanced by the presence of & very
old rock barrier placed across the swale at the top of the biuff to impede further use of the old
roadbed. From that point Doty Road apparently follows the old road course until a corve to the south
toward the current bridge locatian. The old road course from the curve peobably corresponds first to
a drive used by several residents and then & slight curve to the left along 2 deeply entrenched drive
toward Eagle Creek. A swaledowna {ow blaff tothe lowest Eagle Creek stream terraceinalignment
with the above mentioned drive is the last evidence of the road course before crossing Eagle Creek,
approximately 100" below the current bridge, comesponding with an 1855 surveyors' observation
potat,
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Upon crossing Eagle Creek, a short swale is visible on the south bank, above the active
flood plain and on the north shoulder of an access road to Mclver State Park. The route then passes
through arecently logged area, becoming evident again at the base of a steep bluff to the upper stream
terrace. A distinctswale parallels Doty Road and betow Doty Road as the two road covrses ascend
the biuff toward a natural notch in the biuff that has been further enhanced by subsequent road
construction.

At the top of the bluff, the old road course diverges fo the east of Doty Road through a
woodland parcel whereitis evident as atreeless corridor parallel to Doty Road. The past and current
road courses then cross again as the Bariow route roughly follows the east baak of a stream course to
the south. The route then rejoins Doty Road and generally conforms to Doty Road the remainder of
the distance to Folsom Road according to the early surveyor notes. This section of the route passes
several springs no doubt referenced in‘Benjamin Cleaver's diary as the "small buggy Prairie.”

The next visible site section represents the descent to the lower Clackamas River terrace. A
roadbed is evident from the top of the bluff, near the Folsom/Samuelson Road intersection to near the
base of the biuff in & northwesterly direction. This section fikely cotresponds to Samuef{ Francis'
1852 diary entry of descending "a rather bad hill to the Clackamas...." No doubt the roadbed was
enhanced byimprovements throughthe early years of settlement since it provided access to an early
mill. Thereis no visible evidence of the road course across an agricultural field on the lower terrace
of the ClackamasRiver.

Upon crossing the river, no evidence of the route is visible for a distance owing to recent
logging activities, possible flood events near the siream bank, and conformance with current
FeldheimerRoadin some areas. A distinctive uaimproved, narrow road course is apparent farther
up the asceat toward Springwater Road. The road course begins in stand of trees within which
logging activitieshave beenlimited. The course contimues uphill in 8 southrwesterly direction before
di ing near Feldheimer Road where the possible old course sppears to cross the current
Feldheimer Road near an early surveyor observation point and then enters a recent clear-cut area
where no remains are evident. The long wpward course contines to the top of the hill near
Springwater Water. This long uphilf section conforms with the emigrant diary entry of Benjamin
Cleaverguoted above.

The course of the Feldheimer route segment is fairly well defined, primarily from numerous
surveyors' observation points, occasional road remains, and early maps. Historical sites include an
old, small barn on the west bank of the Clackamas River, constructed with square nails and pegs, and
the 1890s Victorian house and outbuilding on the east bask of the river. .

Springwater Route Segment. This 7.5 mile route segment traverses fairly level farm land with the
deeply entrenched Clear Creek near the west end. Much of the area is wet with a high water table and
was apparently heavily logged in the {920s, This Bariow Road route segment is not as well known
by the public in general with some confusion of its association with Springwater Road and Bakers
Ferry Road.

ntly confusion in routes extends to emigrant times as well, Maggie Scott wrote on

ber29, 1852, "Wetraveled twelve miles this day without accident, but did not take exactiythe

right road, and did not get to Oregon city as we intended.” Mention of the Springwater area in

emigrant diariesisremarkably vaderrepresented. The most prominent mention is by Samue! Barfow

in lus 18435 petition to the Provisional Government in which he mentions following the existing road

from Foster's to Oregon City with his proposed toll road. The lack of descriptions likely owe 1o
threefactors:
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1. Many of the emigrants either turned off the Barlow Road at Philip Foster's farm or
~  upon crossing the Clackamas River at Feldheimers. Therefore, alarge percentageof
the emigrants did not actual traverse the{ast 13 miles of Barlow Road.

2. The Springwater area was largely settled by 1346, hencethe emigrants' hardships of
being on their own in a foreign land had largely ended upon arrival at Philip
Foster's. The remainder of their journey was through land claims fargely held by
Oregon Trailveterans. ‘

3 The Springwater segment was probably often crossed on the fast foll day of the
journey to Oregen City. The several month journey was essentially over and
preparations were to be made to arrive in Oregon City the following day, and, no
doubt, visitations with focal residents in the evening superceded the evening time
usually taken to write and reflect on the day's events. Thetime had come to prepare
and plan onthe immediate future in their new land rather than fook back.

Several sections of road remains are included as road remains in this route segment. The
route beging along Springwater Road at the top of a prominent bluff, fust south of the Feldheimer
Road intersection, and then closely conforms with the Springwater road course 1o the north until
Springwater Road curves to the west away from the bluff edge overlooking the Clackamas River
lowiands. The Barlow Road route contimues following the bluff edge to the northwest, crossing
FadenRoad, Harding Road and Gerber Road before descending to the next lower river terrace. The
bluff edge was likely favored for primitive travel conditions becanse it essemtially forms a low,
narrow ridge with the steep, high hilfside to the east and slightly lower, but generally fevel, naturally
boggy lands to the west. Just west of Gerber Road the rowte descends a more gently sloptng and
lower portion of the bluff. This descent area has visible remains of two routes. A shallow swale
extends directly downhilf a short distance. This short swale coaforms with the 1855 surveyors'
notes. Angling down the hill between the swale and Gerber Road is a narrow, very distinctive old
roadbed. The roadbed has a berm on the downhill shoulder and minimum cuts on the uphill
shoulder. The roadbed is several hundred feet fong. It is assumed that the swale represents the
originat Barlow route and theroadbed is aslightly later realignment. Bothare stil shown om a 1920s
MetskerMap.

Upon descending the bluff, the route disappears into agricultoral fields, blackberries, tree
farms and residential development as it courses west, converging With the Bakers Ferry Road
alignment. After conforming with Bakers Ferry Road a short distance, the Barlow route then likely
crosses Springwater Road a short distance south of the Bakers Ferry Road intersection and continues
across several pastures before descending to Clear Creek. A residestial drive to a private park
facitities now descends the sharp biuff to Clear Creek Where the original descent likely occurred.
Some short segments of the asceat of the Barlow route away from Clear Creek appear now as part of
of a residential drive and a short abandoned swale. The route then traverses more pastoreland
westward to Hatton Road.

Though visible road remains are few, there are a pumber of historic houses along the route.
These include one structure built in 1876 (County #982), and at least 9 dating from the 1890s and the
first decade of the twentieth ceatury.

Holcomb Route Segment. This route segment represents the last 5.5 miles of emigrant road to
Oregon City. The entire route is through hilly, timbered terrain settled shortly after the Springwater
area. Some of the segment has now been residentially developed with only a litle agricuitoral use.
Much of it remains timbered. As with the Springwater Route Segment, little descripion is provided
of this segment in emigrant diacies and largely for similar reasons. Obvicusly, confusion with the
early road network persisted through this segment as with the Springwater segment. On Ociober 14,
1852 Samuel Francis wrote after crossing the Clackamas River at Feldheimers, “Past on twelve miles
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or more, took the (w)rong road and arrived at the Willammett bottoms about dark a little below the
City." JoelPalmer's words written on November 1, 1845 best represent this concluding segment,
“Passing through the timber that lies to the east of the city, we beheld Oregon City and the Falls of the
Willamette at the same moment." The only other clear reference comes from Cornelia Sharp who
wrote on October 13, 1853, “This evening we camped about one mile east of Oregon City.”

The ascent of Moss Hilf just west of Hatton Road marks the beginnings of this route
segment. Excellent road remains constitute a site section as the route follows a minor streambed
course up the hill, crossing Dick Drive, passing through a wooded lot before disappearing across a
major pipeline right-of-way and through a residential area on the west side of the pipefine with only a

le of short swales apparent. The site section consists of a distinct, narrow swale and compacted
roadbed winding through the woods,

The route next descends Mos$ Hill 1o the south crossing a stream and turning west joining a
distinct old remnant of Holcomb Roadin anarea recently clear-cut. According to 1852 territorial road
records Barlow Road was realigned to follow this drainage downstream eastward to Hatton Road.
This old and narrow road segment remains in excellent condition and is labelled as the old Barlow
Road on current county maps; however, it does not fully represent the original route used from 1846
to 1852. Asthe Bariow route reaches the current east end of Holcomb Road, it diverges to the north
away from Holcomb Road as the emigrant route climbs directly up a wooded hillside, passing over
the top and descending through present sheep pasture to Holcomb Valiey across Bradiey Road.  Only
a short segment of a faint, windy swale is suggestive of road remains along this ascent route. Upon
entering the Holcomb Valiey floor west of Bradiey Road the emigrant romte skirts the northern
perimeter of the valley bottom which is a very wet, boggy area. Some compacted roadbed remains
are still visible for 2 short distance along the base of the southfacing hill on the valley perimeter.
More distinct road rematns appear farther west as the route begins an asceat out of the valley bottom.
This site section.is represented by a narrow, but distinct swale in a woodland setting on the valley
bottom perimeter and then by a narrow, compacted roadbed ascending an eastfacing, wooded
hillside, disappearing into a powerline right-of-way. Above the right-of-way the site section
reappearsas a ‘used" access road from Hilltop Road to the powerline,

The site section terminates near Hilltop Road. The route then crosses Hilltop Road aad
traverses agricultural areas, including tree farms, residential and public school developments and a
housing project without visible traces still apparent. Anisolated, narrow swaleis evident just west of
Holcomb Elementary School in a horse pasture. The Bariow route apparently converges with the
current Holcomb Road alignment just west of the Swan Avenue intersection. An isolate swale
section isapparent in a small field adjacent to Holcomb Road at the point of convergence. From this
point the emigrant route more or less follows the Holcomb and Abernethy road alignmentsto near the
mouth of Abernethy Creek.

Only a couple of historic buildings are located along this route segment, including a house ¢a
Swan Avenue. Also, a possible unmarked early pioneer gravesite has been identified by restdentsin
awooded area near some faint road remains described above,

Thus ends the Barlow Road route. The feelings of the emigrants can best be summed up by
two emigrant diary entries. OnSunday, August 15, 1852, Jared Fox wrote the following prayer,

so after 4 months & 3 days wandering we (Charles & myself) have reached settlement with
our horses, 3 in mumber, & dog all alive, for which we ought & I trust are thankfull to kind
Providence. We have not been laid up & day by sickness or lameness, either ourselves or
horses. Our fellow travellers have lost their horses & oxen by accidents, by drowsing, by
sickness, by poverty, by thieves &c, and their own lives by Fevers, by Cholera, by Smalit
pox, by measles, by Indians, by other emigrants, by drowning & various other accideats. O
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how thankfull ought we to be, and others now are sick & starving and have lost their teams
or fir from being through. Lord hefp us to be thankfull & bless us still.

The following month, on September 16, Esther Hanna wrote another prayer

My heart arose in gratitude to God that we had been spared to reach this land! Six long
months have elapsed since we left our native land, and now after having passed through
dangers seen and unseen, sickness, trial and difficulty, toil and fatigue, we are safely landed
on the Pacific shores! Thus far the Lord has led us on. 'Hitherto He has helped vs. What
shall we render unto His name for his gooduess uato us?

Though Abernethy Creek and Oregon City were not actoally seen by alt emigrants who
survived the long trek from Missouri, it did represent @ goal of reaching civilization by most
emigrants in perservering the last days of difficult travel across the mountains. It represented not
only settlement and its “luxuries", but protective government as well, nomatter how rudimentary.



Appendix 3

Travel Diaries and Journals of the Barlow Road,

Laurel Hill to Philip Foster's Farm, 1845-1947

Editorial Notes Inserted



Introduction

The following diaries are those located during the literature
search and field reconnaissance, Phase I, Barlow Road Study, mounted for
the Planning Department, Clackamas County, Oregon. The diaries have
been typed as written with editorial notes entered in brackets. The
editorial methodology was to clarify locations, route sequences,
locations of camps and river crossings, and pirpoint where emigrants
were traveling in the watershed of the Sandy River. All cf the diaries
but three are for westbound travelers. John Howell In 1846, Willdam
Findley in 1847 and John W. and Lou C. Beard in 1947 traveled east over
the route and penned accounts of their experiences,

Careful study of these narratives confirms that the "south bank
route," the road between Rhododendron to near the mouth of the Salmon
River, served as the primary travel route for virtually all emigrants
by 1848 and in the years following. The "north bank route" along the
Sandy River east of Rock Corral was used but not as a primary wagon
road. As early as 1845 emigrants driving livestock around the north
slope of Mount Hood descended via an Indian Trail into the Sandy
watershed and passed down the north bank of the Sandy River. They then
ascended the Devil's Backbone and headed west to the Willamette Valley.
It is likely that the road explorers in 1845 and emigrants In 1846, and
possibly in 1847, used the north bank route. By 1848, however,
emigrants consistently crossed the Zigzag River near the later community
of Rhododendron and proceeded almost due west down the south bank of the
Sandy River toward the Salmon River confluence before making the first
crossing of the Sandy to the north bank. A summary drawn from diary
information confirms primary use of the south bank route., [See Table
17.

The diary analysis has helped pinpoint trail location and features
and led the consultant team to conclude that it should concentrate on
the south bank segment as a primary route for the Barlow Road. Thus the
Phase 1 study has proceeded in Quarter 3 with this revised definitlon of
scope cf work,

Stephen Dow Beckham
Richard C. Hanes



Table 1

Routes in Sandy Watershed West of Rhododendron, Oregon

Writer Dates Bank Route Camps
1845:
John Howell Qct. 7-10 TUndetermined (8/7) east of road

(8/8) en small stream
(8/9) on Clackamas River

Joel Palmer Oct. 26-30 North Bank (8/28) Mensinger Bottom
(8/29) Deep Creek area
(8/30) McSwain claim

1846:

John Howell May 16-26 Undetermined (5/16) Zigzag River

1847:

William Findley May 27-28 North Bank (5/27) Rock Corral area
(5/28) Top Laurel Hill

Isom Cranfill  Sept. 13-14 South Bank (9/13) Rhododendron
(9/14) Devil's Backbone ?

Absolom Harden Sept. 20 Undetermined {(9/20) Near Salmon River

1848:

William Anderson Sept. 6-10 Undetermined (9/6) Foot Laurel Hill
(9/7) On Sandy River ?
(9/8) Frankus' place
(9/9) Sandy townsite
(9/10) Foster's place

Riley Reot Sept. 9-11 South Bank [?] (9/9) Rhododendron
(9/10) Second Sandy
Crossing

{9/11) Philip Foster's

Benjamin Cleaver Sept. 11~16 Undetermined (9/11) On Zigzag River
(9/12) Rhododendron
(9/13) On Sandy River
(9/14) Mensinger Bottom ?
(9/15) Varetti's place
(9/16) Cedar Creek 7



1849:

William Watson

1850:

Samuel James

1851:

Amelia Badley

Neil Johnson

P.V. Crawford

Charles Brandt

1852:

Jared Fox

Esther Hanna

E. W. Conyers

Aug, 13-15

Sept. 7~10 South Bank

Aug. 30

Sept. 3 Undetermined

Auvg, 21~-22 Probable South
Bank

Sept. 6~7 Probable South

Bank

Sept. 17-20 South Bank

Sept. 22~26 Undetermined

South Bank ?

Sept. l4-16 South Bank

Sept. 20-23 South Bank

(9/7) East of Salmon River
{9/8) Marmot area
(9/9) Tickle Creek

(8/30) Kear Rhododendron
{8/31) Herrick Creek

(9/1) Varetti's place
(9/2) Past Tickle Creek
(9/3) Foster's place

{8/21) Near base of Laurel
Hill
(8/22) 2nd Sandy Crossing

{9/5) Above Rhododendron
(9/6) Near Salmon River
(9/7) Foster's place

(9/17 Zigzag River
(9/18) Rhododendron area
(9/19) Mensinger Bottom
(9/20) West of Sandy
townsite

(9/22) Near base of Laurel
Hill

(9/23) Undetermined

(9/24) Devil's Backbone

(9/25) Undetermined

(9/26) Foster's place

Above Rhododendron
Cedar Creek
Foster's place

(8/13)
(8/14)
(8/15)

(9/14)
(9/15)
(8/16)

(9/20) Rhododendron

{9/21) North bank of Sandy
across from Salmon R,

{9/22) Tickle Creek

(9/23) Foster's place

East of Salmon River
Sievers/Marmot area
Foster's place



Maggie Scott Sept. 26-27
Jesse Moreland Sept. 29-
Oct, 4
John Kerns Sept., 29~
Oct., 2
Cornelia Sharp Oct. 3-7
1853:
Orange Gaylord Aug. 20-22
Amelia Enight  Sept, 10-12
John Dinwiddie Sept. 24-29

Elizabeth Goltra Sept. 25~
27

George N. Taylor Oct. 6-9

1854

Sylvanus Condit Sept.

Philip Condit Sept.

South Bank ?

Undetermined

South Bank

South Bank ?

Undetermined

South Bank ?

Undetermined

South Bank ?

Undetermined

13-16 Undetermined

13~16 Undetermined

(9/25) Rhododendron
{9/26) East of Salmon River
(9/27) Frankus' place

(9/29-10/2) Undetermined

{10/3) Second Sandy River
Crossing

(16/4) Wear Foster's

(9/29) Wildwood area
(9/30) Sievers

(10/1) South of Sandy
{10/2) Foster's place

(16/3) East of Rhododendron
(10/4) Zigzag area

(10/5) Mensinger's Bottom
(10/6) Frankus' place
(10/7) Near Foster's place

(8/20) Rhododendron area
(8/21) Cedar Creek
(8/22) Foster's place

(9/10) East of Rhododendron
{(9/11) Rock Corral area
(9/12) Cedar Creek

Undetermined

{(9/25) East of Salmon River

(9/26) Sievers ?

(9/27) 2nd Sandy River
Crossing

{186/6) East of Rhododendron
(10/7) Varetti's place
(10/8) Cedar Creek

(10/9) Foster's place

(9/12) Base of Laurel Hill
(9/13) Rhododendron

(9/14) Rock Corral

(9/15) Revenue's place
(9/16) Foster's place

(9/12) Base of Laurel Hill
{9/13) Rhododendron



(9/14) Rock Corral
(9/15) Revenue's place
(9/16) Foster's place

1866:
S. B, Eakin Aug. 19-20 Undetermined (8/19) At 2nd house
(8/20) Linn's place beyond
Foster's place
1878:
Sarah Butler July 13-14  South Bank (7/13) Bachelor's ranch
(7/14) 10 miles from
Portland
1880:
Frank Stevens July 5-7 South Bank (7/5) Salmon River area
(7/6) Second Sandy River
crossing
(7/7) 10 miles from
Portland
1949:

John Beard July ? South Bank 0Odell Ranch



Appendix 3

Travel Diaries of the Barlow Road,
Laurel Hill to Philip Foster's Farm, 1845-1947

[Editorial Rotes Imserted]

1845:

° John E. Howell crossed around the southern margin of Mount Hood on an
Indian trail in 1845. He wrote about his descent of the Sandy
River watershed om October 7-10, 1845:

[October] 7, Tuesday. Trav. down Sandy bad road camp on east side
tolerably good grass. Very large timber.

[October] 8, Wednesday. Trav. down Sandy Camp on a small stream
poor grass fallen timber good soil.

[October] 9, Thursday. Trav. Tolerable road good soil. Camp on
waters of Clackamas. Good grass, good water (Howell 1907:153).

® Joel Palmer wrote on October 26~30, 1845:

October 26. This morning at eight o'clock, we were on the way. It
was rainy, and disagreeable traveling. We followed the trail over
the main part of the mountain, when we overtook several families,
who had left us on the twenty-second. Two of the families had
encamped the night before in the bottom of the deep ravine; night
overtook them, and they were compelled to camp, without fuel, or
grass for cattle or horses. Water they had in plenty, for it was
‘pouring down upon them all the night. One of their horses broke
loose, and getting to the provision sack, destroyed the whole
contents, There were nine persons in the two families, four of
them small children, and it was about eighty miles to the nearest
settlement. The children, as well as the grown people, were nearly
barefoot, and poorly clad. Their names were Powell and Senters.
Another family by the name of Hood, had succeeded in getting up the
gravelly hill, and finding grass for the animals, and a little
fuel, had shared their scanty supply with these two familles, and
when we overtook them they were all encamped near each other. We
gave them about half of our provisions, and encamped near them.

Mr. Hood kindly furnished us with a wagon cover, with which we
constructed a tent, under which we rested for the night.

October 27. The two families who had lost their provisions
succeeded in finding a heifer that belonged to one of the companies
traveling in advance of us. In rambling upon the rocky cliffs
above the trail for grass, it had faller down the ledge, and was so
crippled as not to be able to travel. The owners had left it, and
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as the animal was in good condition, it was slaughtered and the
meat cured.

After traveling four miles through the fresh smow, (which had
fallen about four inches deep during the night), we came tc where
the trall turned down to the Sandy [Laurel Hill ?]. We were glad
to get out of the smow, as we wore moccasins, and the bottoms being
worn off, our feet were exposed. Two miles brought us to where we
left the Sandy, and near the place where we met the party with
provisions; here we met Mr. Buffum, Mr. Lock, and a Mr. Smith, with
fourteen pack-horses, going for effects to Fort Deposit—-the name
which we had given our wagon camp.

The numerous herds of cattle which had passed along had sc ate up
the grass and bushes, that it was with great difficulty the horses
could procure a sufficiency to sustain life. Among the rest, was a
horse for me; and as I had a2 few articles at the fort, Mr. Buffum
was to take the horse along and pack them out. Twe of his horses
were so starved as to be unable to climb the mountains, and we took
them back with us. The weather by this time had cleared up; we
separated, and each party took its way.

A short distance below this, our trail united with one which
starting from the Dalles, runs north of Mount Hood [Lolo Pass
Traill, and until this season was the only trail traveled by the
whites, We proceeded down the Sandy, crossing it several times,
through thickets of spruce and alder, until we arrived at the forks
[Sandy and Zigzag rivers], which were about fifteen miles from the
base of Mount Hood. The bottom of the Sandy is similar to the
branch of De Shutes which we ascended; but in most cases the gravel
and stones are covered with moss; portions of it are entirely
destitute of vegetation, The mountains are very high, and are
mostly covered with timber. At a few points are ledges of grayish
rock, but the greater part of the mountain is composed of sand and
gravel; it is much cut up by deep ravines, or kanyons. The trail
is sometimes very difficult to follow, on account of the brush and
logs; about our camp are a few bunches of brakes, which the horses
eat greedily. The stream coming in from the south-east [Zigzag
River] is the one which I followed down on the l4th, and from
appearances I came within five miles of the forks, The bottom In
this vicinity [Zigzag area] is more than a mile wide, and is
covered with spruce, hemlock and alder, with a variety of small
bushes.

October 28, We started early, and after having traveled several
miles, found a patch of good grass, where we halted our horses for
an hour. We then traveled on, crossing the Sandy three times,

This is & rapid stream; the water is cold, and the bottom very
stony, We made about fifteen or sixteen miles only, as we could
not get our horses along faster. We struck into a road recently
opened for the passage of wagoms. Mr. Taylor, from Ohio, who had
left our company with his family and cattle on the 7th, had arrived
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safely in the valley, and had procured a party of men and had sent
them into the mountains to meet us at the crossing of Sandy. They
had come up this far, and commenced cutting the road toward the
settlements, After traveling this road five or six miles we came
upon their camp, where we again found something to eat; our
provisions having been all consumed. The road here runs through a
flat or bottom of several miles in width, and extending ten or
twelve miles down the Sandy [Wemme to Mensinger Bottom]; it bears
towards the north, whilst the creek forms an elbow to the south.
The soil is good, and is covered with a very heavy growth of pine
and white cedar timber. I saw some trees of white cedar that were
seven feet in diameter, and at least one hundred and fifty feet
high. I measured several old trees that had fallen, which were one
hundred and eighty feet in length, and about six feet in diameter
at the root. We passed some small prairies and several beautiful
streams, which meandered through the timber. The ground lies
sloping to the south, as it is on the north side of the creek. Im
the evening it commenced raining a little. We remained at this
camp all night.

October 29. This morning, after breakfast, we parted with our
friends and pursued our way. We soon ascended a ridge which we
followed for seven or eight miles, alternately prairie and fern
openings [Devils Backbone]. In these openings the timber is not
large, but grows rather scrubby. There are numerous groves of
beautiful pine timber, tall and straight, The soil is of a reddish
cast, and very mellow, and I think would produce well. We came to
the termination of this ridge and descended to the bottom, which
has been covered with heavy timber, but which has been killed by
fire [Vaeretti homestead areal]. From this ridge we could see
several others, of a similar appearance, descending gradually
towards the west.

We here crossed the creek or river, which was deep and rapid; and
as our horses were barely able to carry themselves, we were
compelled to wade the stream [Revenue Crossing]. Buckly bad been
sick for several days, and not able to carry his pack; and if at
other times I regretted the necessity of being compelled to carry
his pack, I now found it of some advantage in crossing the stream,
as it assisted in keeping me erect. Buckly in attempting to wade
across, had so far succeeded as to reach the middle of the stream,
where he stopped, and was about glving way when he was relieved by
Farwell, a strong athletic young yankee from the state of Maine,
In crossing a small bottom, one of the horses fell; we were unable
te raise him teo his feet,and were compelled to leave him. The
other we succeeded in getting to the top of the hill, where we were
also compelled to leave him. The former died, but the latter was
taken in a few days after by those who were opening the road.
After being relieved of the burthen of the two horses, we pushed
forward on foot, as fast as Buckly's strength and ocur heavy packs
would allow; and as 1t had been raining all day, our packs were of
double their former weight. At dark we met 2 party of men who had
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been through with a drove of cattle, and were returning with pack
horses for the three families who were yet at Fort Deposit. We
encamped with them, After crossing the Sandy our course was
south-west, over a rolling and prairile country [Sandy to Foster's].
The prairie, as well as the timber land, was covered with fernm.

The soil was of a reddish cast, and very mellow, as are all the
ridges leading from the mountain to the Willamette or Columbia
river. We traveled this day sixteen or seventeen miles.

October 30. This morning was rainy as usual. Four miles brought
us to the valley of the Clackamis, which was here five or gix miles
wide. The road was over a rolling country similar to that we
passed over on yesterday. To the left of the trail we saw a house
at the foot of the hill; we made for it, and found some of our
friends who had started from camp with C. Gilmore. The claim was
held by a man named McSwain [later Foster's]. We tarried here
until the morning of the 3lst, when we again started for Oregon
city (Palmer 1847:80-83).

1846:

° john E. Howell headed east in 1846 via the newly-opened Barlow Road.
He wrote:

May 16 I am now lying on a small stream called Zig zag on Capt.
Barlow's road on my way to the States, 45 miles from all humans.

We made the attempt to cross the Mts. with our pack animals but was
prevented by the snow it being 10 ft deep on Mts. where road passes
through solid enough for a man to walk on. Our animals were
unpacked at the commencement of the snow and taken back to grass by
the rest of the company. I remain with the packs my only
companions Grizly Bears and their habits are rather unsocial and
not much to be desired.

Review of the Oregon Road Pack horse trail and wagon road
alternately, Left the Willamette Valley on the 26th May travelled
the wagon roads it being difficult on (account) of high waters and
deep snow in the Cascade Mts. For 10 or 12 miles on and near the
summit the snow varied from 2 to 10 £t in depth, sufficiently solid
for horses to travel on top. Crossing streams on natural bridges
of spow. After passing the snow about 30 miles the grass was in
its bloom and very fine until I reached Ft. Bosia (Howell
1907:156-157).

1847

° William Findley traveled eastward over the Barlow Road in May, 1847:
Oregon City, May 1, 1847

We started for the U.S. 35 in number. We proceeded to the
settlements 20 miles from the city. Here we camped and a party
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proceeded to examine the Cascade Mouintains and see 1f it could be
crossed but found from 10 to 12 feet of snow on the mountain.
Returned and reported unfavorable so we lay in camp to the 27th.

May 27 The morning of the 27th we left the Clackamas for the
mountain, Traveled 10 miles [from Foster's] to Sandy. Crossed
first time. Traveled 10 [actually 14] miles to second crossing.
Here camped.

May 28 Traveled up Sandy to the Forks [of Zigzag and Sandy
rivers]. Eere we crossed the North fork [Sandy River]. Traveled
up the south fork [Zigzag River] to the last crossing of the wagon
road then traveled on the same. This road was opened through the
mountain by William [Samuel K.] Barlow in the summer of 1846 and
the immigrants traveled over the mountain in the fall of the same
year. We crossed on the top of the mountain at the snow. Made 20
miles.

May 29 Crossed the mountain trail on snow from 5 to 10 feet deep.
Many of the streams the snow formed safe bridges that we crossed on
with our animals. We crossed the mountain south of Mt, Washington
[Hood]. The mountain is covered with heavy timber. Fir, hemlock
and cedar. Made 20 miles today, camped on the Tieh [White River
which runs toward Tygh Valley].

May 30 Traveled miles 20 and camped on a small creek

May 31 Traveled 30 miles to the Dalls. Here stayed overnight
(Findley 1847).

° Isom Cranfill wrote on September 13-14, 1847:

[September 13] Mon. four ms. of Stumpy Roads brot us to Lorel
Bill we decended it in three benches the last is much the longest
& most Dificult 2 ms further brot us to a Small branch 3 ms
furthur to Zig zag Creek we went 2 ms., down it Crossing it three
times & Camped (Tol Grass) Roads on Zigzag is band Rocky & Sandy
[Seven miles actual distance from base of Laurel Hill to
Rhodendron] .

[September 14] Tues. Crossed Zigzag once 3 ms., brot us to first
Crossing of Sandy [near Salmon River] we went down it Six miles
[past Rock Corral and Mensinger Bottom] & turned to the Right up
the mountain [at Herrick Creek up Devils Backbone] (Cranfill 1847)

° Absolom Harden wrote on September 20, 1847:
Sept. th20 [Leaving Summit Meadows] we traveled 7 miles and came
to the Larrel hill this is the worse hill on the road from the

States to Oregon it is one mile Lonng going down then we traveled
14 miles farther and incampt on Sandy [near the crossing of the
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Salmon River some 14 miles west of the base of Laurel Hill] (Harden
1847:43)

1848:
° William Wright Anderson wrote on September 6~8, 1848:

[September 6] . . . [after descending Laurel Hill] we camped on a
stream caled sandy [Zigzag River] in a rocky canyon at the foot of
Mount Hood [west of Laurel Hill] there was [n]ot a spear of grass
here for our cattle so we chained them up and cut some alder bushes
for them to brouse on and then lay down amongst the rocks and slept
sound untill morning

September the 7th we traveled 8 [7 actually] miles when we came to
some grass [probably at Lamoreaux Meadow near Rhododendrom] on the
wright of the road we stoped turned our cattle out and let them
graze a while then started on agan and traveled 5 miles further [to
vicinity of Marmot Bridge] making 13 miles to day

September the 8th we traveled 14 [actually 10 or 11] miles and
camped on the side of a mountain and found a spring of watter om
the left of the road here one of Isaac Millers best horses gave
out and died our road to day was verry mountainous [over the
Devil's Backbone]

September the 9th we traveled 5 miles over some verry steep hills
we had a shower of rain this morning which caused the mountains to
be verry slippy my waggon slide around at one hill and got before
the team and crippled the off lead ox we got them stoped chained
the waggon to a tree and took the cattle loose unloaded the waggon
and then let it down with chains and ropes [probably at the McGugin
place on the southwest face of the Devil's Backbome to the Luigi
Vaeretti place on the banks of the Sandy River]

September the 10th we traveled 8 miles which brought us down off
the mountains into the Walwalmetta valley in sight of the
habittation of of Civelized man [Philip Foster's farm] haveing made
the trip from St. Josephs on the Missouri river in 4 months and 14
days . . . (Anderson 1848).

¢ Riley Root wrote on September 8-11, 1848:
[September] 8th~-10 miles to camp. No grass. Chaind our oxen to
trees, and cut a few birch limbs for them. Passd, to-day, what is
calld Laurel hill. It is steep and dangerous.
[September] 9th~-6 miles, down Muddy fork [Zigzag River] of Sandy,
to camp. No grass. Drove our cattle across the stream and found

some grass for them. This has been a rainy day.

[September] 10th--15 miles, most of the way over a good road,
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especially on the ridge, calld by some, 'Devil's Back-Bome.'

[September] 11th--8 miles, over a hilly road, down to the first
settlement [Foster's] at the west foot of the Cascade mountains.
One mile to the last crossing of Sandy creek, 7 more to camp (Root
1955:32),

° Benjamin Cleaver wrote on September 11-16, 1848:

Sept, llth - 1848 . . . we went down this [Laurel] hill & camped
in the tallest kind of pine timber. we had a fine little Branch of
water-Zig Zag creek but very little grass. these Kaskade Mountains
is a good place to loose cattle in, we have lost nore yet in the
forest, but S]tephen] F[rench] Farrow [Cleaver's son-in-law] had
one to give out & [he] left him. there is also a quantity of Cedar
wood in these Mountains & various kinds of wild fruit. 10 [miles)

Sept 12th ~ 1848 we this day traveled only 3 miles a Road some
better than yesterday & Camped lower down on the same Branch that
we Camped upon last night [on Zigzag River]. timber smaller than
last night. our grass lay off to our Right hand side of the Road
some 3 hundred from the Road in marshy land on little Branches [at
Lamoreaux Meadow]. plenty of wild fruit such as Red & purple
Huckle buries. Sallal Berries & 3 [miles]

Sept. 13th - 1848 this day Cattle & horses were missing & we
hunted til noon & found them. one of my work stears gave out & we
left him, we traveled about 3 miles & struck Sandy Creek a Rappid
muddy stream 30 or 40 paces wide. we then traveled 4 miles further
& Camped on Sandy. the Road runs down Sandy. the road today is
tolerable level but Rocky & sandy. we had no grass to night - tied
up our cattle & horses & fed them Alder leaves. the timber is some
smaller than yesterday 7 [miles]

Sept. 14 - 1848 This day we traveled down Sandy some 4 miles over
a Road that is Rocky in many places & Sandy in other places also
thick timber in places & stumpy. we crossed the Sandy several
times to day we then Rose a small hill into heavy timber land --
the soil is Excellent. we traveled several miles through this
furtile land we then decended into the Sandy bottom & traveled a
few miles & Camped on Sandy grazing is not good any place in these
Mountains the Road to day altogether 1s not good 10 [miles]

Sept. 15th - 1848 this day we had three tolerable hills within the
first 4 miles [two at Cooke Ranch and Mensinger Bottom]. 2 of
which we double teamed at at about 2 miles from Camp we left Sandy
River & Rose onto the high land [Mensinger Bottom river terracel].
soil very good. about 4 miles from Camp is the last water [Herrick
Creek]. the latter part of the Road is a fine Ridge Road mostly
timber with some berren openings [Devils Backbone]. we traveled to
the first Edge of Sandy Bottom -~ had to go down a steep hill &
Camped on a small Branch at the foot of the hill [at the later
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1849:

Vaeretti homestead]. grazing poor & Camping places Brushy as in
Common in these Mountains we see very large hazle to day. Pine is
the principal timber here. 13 [miles]

Sept 16th - 1848 this day we left our Camp in the East side of
Sandy Bottom, went down one bad steep hill betweer here and the
Creek [in vicinity of Ten Eyck Road and Marmot Road intersection].
it is ome mile to the Creek from Camp immediately after Crossing
the River, which is the last time we Cross it. we had several Bad
hills to go up which we had to double team at [past the later
Revenue donation land claim site and up to the later Sandy
townsite]. the land to day is generally Rolling but quite furtile.
we Camped on a small Branch in the timber. had tolerable grass &
some Brush & plenty of wood

5 [miles]

(Cleaver 1848:16-19)

° William J. Watson wrote on September 7-9, 1849:

[September] 7th. . . . [Descent of Laurel Hill] Eight miles
brought us to Milk [Zigzag]l river, road tolerable good; crossing
this stream several times [Zigzag River, Bear Creek and Still
Creek] and going down it [south bank of the Sandy River] seven
miles is the most level road between St. Joseph and Oregon City.
Here we encamped at an old camping ground [l or 2 miles east of the
mouth of Salmon River], and drove our cattle over the creek to good
grass, having seen none for the last day and a half. Three oxen
gave out and were left.

Qur camp was all excitement to-night. Three Americans going over
the mountains to see their friends, and two Indian companies stayed
with us.

[September] 8th. This morning we started at seven o'clock, and
after crossing the [Sandy] river we had some very rough road; with
several short, bad hills, at one of which we had to double teams.
One mile from this hill we crossed a little branch; here we nooned
[at Rock Corrall; grass scarce, very heavy timber. Two miles from
this place we crossed another branch [Herrick Creek], where we
filled our water casks, it being nine miles to the [Sandy] river
[second crossing]. Going a mile and a half up Laurel Hill [Devil's
Backbone], we encamped for the night [in the vicinity of Marmot]:
grass very scarce, but plenty of pea vine, which the cattle were
very fond of.

{September] 9th. This morning we ascended Laurel Hill [Devil's
Backbone between Marmot and Sievers] by a narrow ridge; we had a
very heavy road to the top of the first hill, which was very steep;
down this hill [Devil's Backbone] we came to another [Sandy River
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1850:

crossing]; very bad and large rocks. After crossing the [Sandy)
river, sixty yards wide, and from two to two and a half feet deep;
a mile farther, having three steep little hills [up Sandy Ridge],
here we nooned. This evening, after a travel of five miles we had
to double teams twice; we crossed a small branch [Tickle Creek],
filled our casks, went on the hill and encamped for the night;
tolerably good grass (Watsonm 1851:46-47).

° gamuel James wrote on August 30-September 3, 1850:

1851:

[August] 30 On the Sandy [River]. Some difficult crossings. Has
to be crossed six times. ¢ [miles] [Stopped just west of
BRhodendron, Oregon, one or two miles.]

[August] 31st Sunday. Foot of Devil's Backbone [to vicinity of
Herrick Creek] 15 [miles]

Sept. 1 Last crossing of Sandy. Went over Devil's Backbone and
let the wagons down by ropes [to base of Devil's Backbone mnear the
later Luigi Vaeretti placel, having the cattle all taken off. 6
[miles]

[September] 2 Fern Patch. Crossed the Sandy last time.
Bad hills [on the ascent to the later townsite of Sandy, Oregon] 7
[miles]

[September} 3d Foster's Bad Hills [Deep Creek] 5 [miles] (James
1850)

° Amelia Hadley wrote on August 21-22, 1851:

Thursday August 21 Traveled 15 miles over a mudy stony road over
dividing ridge all the team can do to strugle along

Fryday August 22 traveled 28 miles some of the day had verry good
road have had verry good iuck in finding grass, cross the big and
iittle Sandy, camp to night within 10 miles of settlements
[probably at the second crossing of the Sandy] (Hadley 1984:96).

° Rev. Neil Johnson wrote about events after September 6, 1851:

it was raining when we got to Barlows Gate, and continued to rain
for several days, raised the mountain streams until the road became
unpassable, Hemmed in between two crossings of the Zigzag, here
were more than 20 wagons and teams, no food for beasts, and rain
still falling in torrents. We had left one wagon and team, and my
two mares on the susmilt prairie, where there was what seemed good
grass, with two of the boys to bring them on when the rain ceased,
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but on the summit the rain turmed to snow, and our two mares and
our entire stock left there perished. Our team was now so far
reduced that I found it out of the question to get my family out of
the mountains without help. 1 started early the sixth of September
afoot to walk into the settlement some 30 miles. The first night I
camped with Mr. Cole and Mr. Forman, in one of the forks of Sandy
River [namely, on the Zigzag River]. On the next morning, being
the seventh of September, my birthday, I was today 49 years old,
Mr. Forman kindly proposed that I might ride across in his wagon,
but as his team was very weak, and he and his hands were golng to
walk, I thanked him and declined his offer. So I followed his
wagon into the cold swift stream fat the first crossing of the
Sandy River just above present Brightwood]. I found it about waist
deep and very cold and swift, and if I had not caught hold of his
wagon body, I should certainly been carried down stream and
probably been drowned.

A short distance [some eleven miles from setting out and therefore
probably along the South Bank route] before I arrived at the next
and last crossing of Sandy, I met a man I have often regretted that
if T learned his name I forgot it. I inquired as to the crossing
and learnmed that it was deeper than the one I had crossed in the
morning, and he kindly proposed to turn back with me and permit me
to ride his horse across, and then turn him in and drive bhim across
to him, which I did, This I have ever since looked on as one of
the kindest acts I had received on the whole trip, and an immediate
providence. I arrived at Mr. Foster's a short time before sunset
[approximately 27 miles for Sept. 7], this is the first hour
[house] that the emigrant comes to in the valley; here I saw the
first signs of civilization since I left St. Joseph, some five
months ago, such as poultry, hogs, fruit trees, and so forth
(Johnson 1851).

° P, V. Crawford wrote on September 17-20, 1851:

September 17. This day we traveled twelve miles, including several
hills, smong which was Laurel hill, We strike a small creek, which
we drove down and encamped among the tall firs, many of which would
measure three hundred feet.

September 18. This day we traveled nine miles. Three miles down
the creek brought us to Little Sandy [Zigzag River], down which we
traveled six miles, through thickets and over stones or boulders of
all sizes. We camped this night among dead timber [near
Rhododendron]. Poor grass.,

September 19. This day we traveled nine miles, the most of the way
over heavy sand and boulders. At the end of six miles we crossed
Big Sandy [above Brightwood]. After crossing we traveled over two
stout hills and encamped on a bench land [Mensinger Bottom] at the
foot of a ridge, known here by the name of Back Bone; here we found
poor feed for our cattle.
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September 20. This day we traveled ten miles. First we ascended a
long hill onto a long ridge [Devils Backbonel, which we followed
several miles, at the end of which we descended a very steep hill,
to the creek bottom. Here we crossed the creek at a ford, which
was very swift and bad to cross, on account of large boulders. The
road from here was good except two short, steep pltches we had to
climb [past later Revenue's site] and one tolerably long and very
steep hill [Sandy townsite ridge]. We are now entirely through the
Cascade mountains, into the great Willamette valley.

September 21. This day over tolerably hilly road. At the end of
seven miles we reached Philip Foster's, the first white settler on
this route . . . (Crawford 1924:168-169).

° Charles A. Brandt wrote on September 22-26, 1851:

September 22. . . . Camped at the foot of Laurel Hill. Oh! what a
hill.

September 23. On the move early. Our cattle were nearly starved
because of the scarcity of grass. Traveled 1Z miles and camped [in
Rhododendron areal.

September 24. Traveled 16 miles to the top of a mountain and
camped [on Devils Backbone]. Cattle very weak., Several small
hills. No good roads.

September 25. Today we crossed Sandy River 80 yards wide. Several
cattle gave out today.

September 26, 1851. Traveled 7 miles to Fosters over a hilly rough
road. This ended our jourmey to Oregon (Brandt 1851:25-26).

1852+

° Jared Fox wrote on August 13-15, 1852:

Friday [August] 13th . . . Camped on Sandy [Zigzag River about 2
or 3 miles above Rhododendron] this night & such another road I
never saw as this along the Sandy [Zigzag], over round rocks and
some of streams we have to cross from 12 to 15 times over rocks.
Had but little grass this night or dasy except what we fetched with
us. This day got some black raspberries. Have been very plenty
but gone. Got whatever blackberries we wanted and often goose
berries. Passed near the foot of Mount Hood with lofty banks of
gnow & saw the smoke come out of the side near the top. Just
before we got to Deshutes river we began to come to some scattering
trees and in [end p. 501 sight of the Caskade range covered with
thick timber. It would pay well for a man to go some little
distance to see the timber on these mountains, the largest and
tallest 1 ever saw, stands thick & some from 6 to 8 or 10 feet
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through & said to be 300 feet high. Pine of different kinds &
cedar, spruce, Tameriack, hemlock is the principal timber.

Saturday [August] l4th. Weather looks good but team looks hard.
Started with hopes of reaching the settlement said to be some 25 or
28 miles, but our horses were too mnear done over. Had some very
good road and some very hard hills both up & down [Devils
Backbone]. Began to fear that we might loose our team. Kept
giving them flour in their water is all that kept them alive. If
we had been out of flour we should have been out of a team. Let
our team go slow and picked some Filberts nuts and although much of
the road was quite passible yet we only made some 20 miles & camped
at the last crossing of the Sandy [perhaps near Cedar Creek]. Eat
the last of our provisions except a little flour & very few dried
apples. Got some grass. 5 ox teams stopped with us, 4 went a
little further, horse teams all behind.

Sunday August 15th. TFelt it duty as we could not get through last
night to go this morning. Let our horses browse a little & eat a
little bread, licked our dishes & at about 8 Oclock started. Had a
very hard hill [Sandy townsite] to climb the first thing. Got om
slowly. Same afternoon came in sight of a house. This was a new
beginning and afforded nothing. At a sharp little hill between the
garden & house Jerry horse fell down & I thought it his last but we
got him up & got up the hill, One mile from here we came to
Fosters, heretofore known as the first house, and old barn & quite
a good one, plenty of hay & grain & provisions . . . (Fox
1852:50-51).

° Egther Belle (McMillan) Hamna wrote on September 14, 1852:

Travelled on for some distance, and overtook our two young men
~again, as they had started ahead of us in the morning., We ate our
dinner of dried bread and a cup of water out of Big Sandy [Zigzag
River], which flowed hard by. Cut some alder brush for our stock

as there was no grass. This by the way, is a common method of
feeding on the mountains, to cut down the branches of alder and
maple for the cattle to browse upon. They like it very well., . .

We went a little farther after we had rested but soon found that
our mare could not travel any longer. She was so reduced for want
of proper food and the hard travel of the foremoon. So we
concluded to stop and rest for the aftermoon and night. We
~selected our camp and halted. The young men were out of provislons
by this time and ours were far spent. We knew not what to do. We
asked two or three wagons for flour as they passed, but they had
none to spare, as there are many families now almost famishing.
Fortunately, a young man from the valley, who had come cut to meet
friends, came past. He had a little flour to spare, which he gave
us, with a tinful of rice, for which he would take nothing. We
were very thankful for it. but we had neither galt nor saleratus,
nor anything to bake in. Mr. H. went to a camp near and got a
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little of each with a skillet to bake in. T made up the dough,
kneaded it in a cloth and baked it, It looks good, for all it had
nothing but water, salt and saleratus in it., Feel very weary
tonight, having walked from 15-20 miles today [from Government Camp
down the Zigzag and along the south bank of the Sandy River]. . .
(Allen 1946:116).

Wednesday, [September] 15th: Last night it commenced raining about
midnight. We were lying out with a quilt and two blankets. We got
up, put our sack containing a few personal things under Mr. H's gum
coat. We then hoisted our umbrella over our heads, lay down again
and slept! This morning our quilt was wet through and all our
clothing damp. We had a hard bed as the ground was very uneven,
with nothing but a blanket under us. I felt very sore and my 1limbs
were stiff from the effects of walking so far yesterday and the
damp of last night.

Our mare appeared much better this morning and we started again on
our way, going very slowly.

Mr. H. insisted on my riding one of the mules, which I did and
found it much better than walking. But we soon found out that she
could not go as she appeared to fail at every step and finally lay
down on the roadside. I cannot describe my feelings at this time!
This noble animal that had beem of so much service to us and worth
so much to us if we got her through, laid down to die! T went on
ahead with the mules. Mr. H. and the young man waited a while but
could do nothing for her. Finally I saw them coming carrying her
bridle. 1 knew then that it was all over with her. I burst into a
flood of tears. It seemed that trouble and trials came thick and
fast upon us, and at a time when we could iess bear it. Mr. H.
tried to comfort me although he was so much agitated as to be
hardly able to speak.

We started on again with troubled hearts and weary feet. Came on
to the crossing of the Sandy [the first crossing near the
confluence of the Salmon and Sandy rivers], a very hard stream to
cross, as the current is very rapid and the bed of the stream full
of large smooth rocks and very deep, Mr. H got on one of the mules
to cross and I on the other. When he got to the deepest part, his
poor mule stumbled and fell, throwing Mr. H. off on a large rock
and the mule on one of his legs, so that he could not move. There

. happened to be a man wading at the same time, who came to his
relief as soon as he could. Mr. H got loose but it was some time
before they got the frightemed mule out. I was very much alarmed,
I thought that Mr. H would certainly be drowned or seriously hurt,

" but he sustained no injury but a bruise on his leg, his pants being
cut on the rock. My heart seemed to turn over when I saw him fall!
He was soaked up to the waist, He emptied his boots, which were
full of water, and walked 8 miles [from first crossing of the Sandy
to Sievers or Marmot] in this condition.

BECKHAM AND HANES: 9/1/1991 -13-



After crossing we met three men coming with fresh cattle to bring
in a wagon that was left close beside ours at the summit. They had
more than was necessary for one wagon, so Mr. H made a contract
with them to bring our carriage for $30. He also told them if our
horse was alive when they passed and able to feed, to take care of
her, and 1f possible to bring her through, for which they would be
rewarded. This they promised to do, although we had but little
prospect of her coming, yet we still entertained a slight hope.
These gentlemen were just preparing dinner, which they generously
shared with us.

We set out on our journey, feeling much easier in regard to what we
had left behind and having a firmer trust in Providence. We came &
miles and encamped [at Sievers or Marmot]. Bullt a large fire to
dry our wet clothing, as the saddle bags with our few pileces of
clothing in were on the mule that fell down in the water so that
they were soaking wet.

Thursday, [September] 16th: We all slept comfortably and arose
this morning in fine spirits, as we hope to reach the valley today.
T mounted my mule, which I have become very attached to as far as
riding is concerned. She is very gentle and paces off very easily.
Mr. H walked along, driving the other three. At noon we reached
[after 6 or 7 miles] the second crossing [of the Sandy River],
which is much deeper than the other. I was afraid to venture it on
a mule after yesterday's adventure, so I got into an ox wagon and
crossed. Mr. H and the others on the mules. We got over safely.
We ate our dinner [on the south bank of the Sandy River] comsisting
of a piece of dry bread and a cup of water. After this, we started
on again, having mow but tem miles to go until we could reach Mr.
Philip Foster's, which is the first settlement in the valley.

Part of our road this day was good and part very bad, having some
steep ascents [Devil's Backbone, Sandy Ridge, and Deep creek] and
descents to make (Allen 1946:117-119).

° E. W. Conyers wrote on September 20-23, 1852:

September 20-~-Monday . . . Bad as the road was we succeeded in
getting down this [Laurel] hill in safety. We traveled seven miles

further and camped at the second crossing of the Little Sandy
[zigzag River near Rhododendron]. No grass; nothing but browse.
One of our oxen gave out this afternoon, and we had to leave him

" behind for tonight. Today we passed a number of trees that were
cut down, leaving a stump thirty to thirty-five feet high, and
wondered how the person ever managed to fell the tree and leave
such a high stump. But all was made plain when we were told that
the trees were cut down when the snow was on the ground.

September 21~-Tuesday. Atmosphere this morning cool and cloudy, and

a drizzling rain is falling. We traveled ten miles and crossed the
Big Sandy [in the Brightwood area]. Here we camped [on the north
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bank of the Sandy River]. Wothing but browse for our cattle. It
has rained all day. Yesterday we met a man on the road by the name
of "Emery," who lives om the Tualatin Plains, in Oregon. He was
driving eight or ten head of loose cattle, and was on his way to
meet some of his relatives, who were coming across the plains.

Last night they all got away from him and started back for home.

We saw them coming and headed them off. Two of them were well
broke to the yoke. These we yoked up and worked them in place of
our tongue yoke. Just after lunch Mr. Emery and his man rode into
camp, on his way back, looking for his cattle. We told him what we
had done, thinking tc save him a long trip after his cattle. He
thanked us very kindly and said by so doing we had saved him a good
long ride back to his home In the Willamette Valley. Kindly
thanking us again, he rounded up his cattle and started back on the
road to meet his relatives.

September 22--Wednesday. This morning we started as early as usual
[from near the first crossing of the Sandy River], traveling twelve
miles, and crossed "The Devil's Backbone." We have arrived at the
conclusion that the much~dreaded place that the world calls "hell"
is no more to be dreaded, for on our trip across the continent we
have safely passed through "The Devil's Gate,” [a natural feature
at Mile 820 on the Sweetwater River] and witnessed a great many of
his works while reviewing his grand estate, and at last, after
arriving away out here in Oregon, we have had the exquisite
pleasure of driving our team over the old man's backbone. That is,
"The Devil's Backbone,” Here we will leave the old man's carcass
to be wet with the mists of an Oregon winter. We came down a very
steep hill [near the later Luigi Vaeretti place] and crossed the
Big Sandy [at the second crossing]. This crossing we found was
very hard to make on account of the many big boulders to be found
in the stream. To get across safely we were obliged to travel a
zig~zag course [going downstream on the north bank and back
upstream on the south bank]. After crossing we ascended a very
long, steep hill {Sandy Ridge] and camped by a small spring of
good, cool water on the left of the road. Grass is fairly good
tonight. Tonight Mrs. Burns made bread from the last of our flour;
also, at this meal we consume the last of our meat, and, in fact,
‘we are about out of everything eatable. We live in the hope that
there will be plenty for all when we arrive at our destination.

My! Oh, my! what a hungry crowd the people of Oregon will have to
feed during the coming winter, and the great majority of them have
no money to buy with.

September 23~-Thursday. We started early this morning for Foster's
ranch which we are told is only six miles from this camp. Very
good road . . . (Conyers 1906:505-506).

° Maggie Scott, sister of Abigail Scott, wrote on September 26-27, 1852:

Sept._25; [26] this morning, one of the company, started ahead of
us on horseback after provisions. Several of the cattle got away,

BECKHAM AND HANES: 9/1/1991 -15~



and we waited until ten o'clock to find; We did not find the lost
cattle, but went ahead about eight miles [from the camp at the
crossing of the Zigzag River to east of Salmon River] with the
remainder of our teams; In company with other misfortunes, we broke
a wagon tongue a king bolt, and some loose cattle could not travel
fast enough to keep (up) with us. All this time we had nothing to
eat. We encanped again on the Zigzag fsouth bank of Sandy River
about a mile east of Salmon River], where we bought some sour flour
for $15,00 which answered for our supper,

Sep 26 [27] We traveled twelve miles [from the first crossing of
the Sandy River], and encanped upon the Devils backbone, near a
good spring of water. We found the lost cattle this day.

we were met this day with supplies (Scott 1986:134).
° Rev. Jesse Moreland wrote on September 29-October 4, 1852:

[Sept.] 29 we had the worst road today we have ever had and it
Rained still no grass

Sept.] 30 today worse Road than we have had yet [down Laurel
Hill] six Months to day we started from Cartinville I11

Oct 1 We made [in] the Rain 12 Miles over still Bad Road here we
1L ost one yoke of cattle

Oct 2 to[day] the Road not quite so Bad But our cattle nearly worn
out [along south bank of Sandy River]

Oct 3 we got to the last crossing of the Sandy camped £found some
grass to[day] we had verry Bad hills to come down we let down by
Rope [western slope of Devil's Backbone]

Oct 4 today we made the Edge of the Valley Camped near Fosters
the lst Settlement of any note (Moreland 1852:48-50)

° Johr Tully Kerns wrote on September 29-Cctober 1, 1852:

Wednesday, September 29. Traveled twelve miles. Descended the
remainder of Laurel Hill, drove five miles, crossed one fork of Zig
Zag creek, then two miles more and crossed it twice in succession,
went five miles more and encamped. Rained all day, which made
(with bad roads) traveling no wise agreeable. Road crooked, but
not very hilly [passed through Rhododendron]. Saw the clouds far
below us thils morning, which was something new as well as grand.
2522 miles.

Thursday, September 30. Went five [actually four] miles, crossed

Sandy [River], went over a sandy road for three miles more,
~ascended a steep hill [up from the first terrace to the second at

Rock Creek], traveled over a hilly road two or three miles farther
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and, after traveling some, three miles farther up the mountain [onto
Devil's Backbone], about 3000 feet high, encamped for the night {at
the later site of Sievers]., Rained all day, as if the Lord had
commanded another "deluge." Mr. Stone left his wagon and hitched
on with us. James McCoy and Merill stayed with his wagon and kept

some of the cattle that had given out. Awful times on these poor,

unfortunate emigrants. 2537 miles.

Friday, October 1. Started early and drove six miles, then
descended a steep, long spur of the mountain [at the later Luigi
Vaeretti homestead], went one and onme-half miles and crossed Sandy
again [at the second crossing], then ascended a spur of the
mountain [Sandy Ridge] and traveled four miles and encamped after
one of the most laborious day's travel we have had. Times are of
the "trying" nature on this journey to the other side of Jordan.
Rained all day and all the last night. 2549 miles.

Saturday, October 2. After driving eight miles [from later
townsite of Sandy] over a hilly, mountainous road through cloudy,
cool weather, we reached Foster's, the first house in the
Willamette valley, after getting out of the Cascade mountains . .
(Kerns 1917:189-190).

° Cornelia A. Sharp wrote on October 3-7, 1852:

1853:

Sunday, October 3. This day we traveled some ten miles. Road very
bad. Passed over Laurel hill, which was very steep and difficult
to get down. Crossed Zigzag; traveled some three or four miles
along its bottom, and encamped [east of Rhododendron]; poor camp.

Monday, October 4. This day we made about six miles [to vicinity
of Rhododendrom]. Road pretty rough. Got a good camp; plenty of
good grass. ’

Tuesday, October 5. This day we traveled some ten miles. Road
tolerable good. Crossed Sandy [at first crossing near the Salmon
River confluence]. Camped in the [Mensinger] bottom; good camp.

Wednesday, October 6. This day we made about six miles. Some
pretty smart hills to pull up [Devils Backbone]. Our camp was in a
fern opening [at the later Frankus placel]; good camp.

Thursday, October 7. This day we traveled about twelve miles.
Crossed Sandy [River at the second crossing]. Some good road, but
some very hard hiils to pull up [Sandy townsite ridge]. Our camp
was near by the first house which we came to in the settlement.

Friday, October 8, This day drove to Mr. Yoster's and encamped,
where we remained four days . . . (Sharp 1903:187-188),
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° Orange Gaylord wrote on August 20-22, 1833:

August 20. Left the prairie and drove five miles past Laurel Hill
and nooned. Drove about six miles and camped at the lower end of
the large deadening [along south bank of Sandy River in

Wemme /Wildwood areal.

August 21. Drove five miles and overtook Draper and Smith's
trains. Nooned on the [Devil's] backbone. Drove to the foot of
the big hill in Sandy bottom and camped near the little branch [at
later Vaeretti homestead location]. Drove our cattle to the left
about quarter of a mile. Plenty of swamp grass.

August 22. Drove to Foster's. Arrived just before 12 o'clock m,
. . (Gaylord 1920:434).

° amelia Stewart Knight wrote on September 10-12, 1853:

[sept. 10, descended Laurel Hilll . . . came 10 miles to day
crossed Sandy [Zigzag] river once and have campt by it about dark
fed the stock flour, and cut down Alder for them to browse on
nothing else for them, poor things, kept them yoked and tied all
night. (here I was sick all night and not able to get out of the
wagon in the morning.)-—

11th Sunday evening traveled 12 miles to day, crossed Sandy {or
zig Zag) river once [at the first crossing near Brightwood] and
have encampt close to a spring branch [in the vicinity of Rock
Corral}, and drive the cattle ! mile from the road to feed on swamp
grass, the road has been a very little better to day although we
came down some very bad hills, also through mud holes—-[along the
north bank of the Sandy River downstream from the first crossing].

12th Monday evening came 12 miles to day, crossed Sandy once [at
Revenue crossing] ascended thru very steep hills [in the Marmot
area], passed over the devils back bone, they call it here—— We
also passed over some very pretty country to day, we stoped to noon
at a beautiful spot, it was prairie interspersed with strips of
pretty fir timber, with their branches sweeping the ground, to the
left was a deep ravine [Sandy River Canyon], with a clear stream of
water meandering through it, (this pretty place was along towards
the end of the old fellows back bone) passed one new made claim
this evening [Revenue’s donation land claim], and have encampt near
a small stream of clear water [Cedar Creek] —-- it is three miles
[actually 8-9] to the first farm—— (Knight 1986:73-74).

° John or David Dinwidde wrote on September 24-29, 1853:

[Descended Laurel Hill on September 21; no entries on September
22-23.]
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Saturday [September] 24th Still wet this morning. Twelve of our
cattle gone this morning hunted till about noon, when he concluded
it was better for the train to go on through leaving one waggon and
four men to hunt up the cattle., Now came the tug through among
brush and briers, water and mud, over mountains [on Devil's
Backbone] and almost everywhere. This evening found seven about
dark and got them to camp . . .

[No entries for September 25-27.]

Wednesday [September] 28th Started about noon [near Sandy River],
traveled through timber part of the time and part through openings
crossing several fine small streams, road hilly. Came to Clackamas
river It is a wmost beautiful stream, clear as crystal, swift
current, stony bottom, dry banks . . . (Dinwiddie 1928:14).

° Elizabeth Julia Goltra wrote on September 25-27, 1853:

Sunday Sept, 25th., Started out this morning after cutting some
brouse for our stock, drove 12 miles to a trading-post [possibly
near the confluence of the Salmon and Sandy rivers], here we found
some feed of a coarse quality,

Monday [September] 26th. Started quite early this morning, drove
until 4 o'clock and camped on Hog Back [Devils Backbome in the
vicinty of Sievers] after doubling very steep hills, found some
brush for our stock.

Tuesday [September] 27th. Some hills to go up and some to go down,
reached Big Sandy about 3 o'clock, crossed [at the Revenue
crossing] and drove to the bank and camped again [on the south bank
of the Sandy River near the crossing].

Wednesday [September] 28th, This morning we started in good
spirits, got some good hay and gave our stock all they could eat,
then drove to City and camped, do nmot like Oregon yet, so far
(Goltra 1970:29-30).

° George N. Taylor wrote on October 6~9, 1853:

Oct 6th Went about Six miles and Camped near A trading Post here
we got Some Grasg for our Cattle Tn the might there was Several
Persons from the valley About the Camp [in Brightwood area]

Oct 7th Went 12 miles and Camped at The foot of the Backbone of
the Cascade Mountain the Backbone Is the most dificult hill to
Descend In A wet time that there is in the Mountain we got down In
Safety As the hill went dry We got down Without dificulty [near
the later Luigi Vaeretti place]

Oct 8th To day I went Back on the Back bone of the mountain to get
an ox we had Left vesterday I did not find the ox After Returning
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to the foot of the Backbone I met Mr Devolt Wolford Mr Million
Bronay We got our dinners At a trading Post Beat the Traders
Shooting And went on to the train which had Stopped at the third
Large hill from Sandy [at the Sandy townsite ridge] we Waded Sandy
[River] raining hard At the time the train Stopped In mud and
mire turned the Cattle out In the Brush .

Oct 9th Seven [actually 8-9] miles to fosters EHill [Sandy ridgel]
Very Bad Wet And Slippery we took Part of the Tings out of the
Wagons and Carried them up the hill then By hitching nine yoke of
Cattle to A Wagon we got up the hill Arived At Fosters About three
Oclk in the Afternoon . . . (Taylor 1853:29-30)

° George Miller West, a Barlow Road traveler of 1853, later recalled:

1854:

We pass on and about the middle of the afternoon the Captain rides
to head of train and orders to turn out and camp at the first flat
place available. We soon find a suitable place, camp and another
ig¢ added to our number. Mrs, Hutchinson has a fine boy. We name
it Sandy and when it was baptized it bore the name of Sandy. We
only stop here one day. The woman is made as comfortable as
possible and proceed on our journey. We reach the foot of the
mountain and know we are near our journey's end (West n.d.13).

° gylvanus Condit wrote on September 13-16, 1854:

Sept., 13 Traveled 8 miles camp not much grass. Broke wagon.

Sept. 14 Traveled 15 miles [from above Rhododendron area tc near
Rock Corral] camp without water not much grass

Sept. 15 Traveled 11 miles camp at Mr. [Francls Revenue's] the
first [illegible] house this side of the Cascades, very bad road
all the way across the mountains.

Sept. 16 Travleled] 9 miles arrived at Philip Fosters, road good
except over hills. We are now in the Willamette valley 1940 [miles
from Kanesville] (Condit, S. 1854)

° Philip Condit wrote on September 13-16, 1854:

Wednesday Sept 13 Traveled 8 miles down Zig Zag [from base of
Laurel Hill to Rhododendron area] and an axel of Cy's wagon [broke

?]

Thursday Sept. 14 Traveled down Sandy 15 miles over some good and
some bad road. Upset a wagon on a Pine root and camped away from
water [in vicinity of Marmot]
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1866:

° 8.

1878:

Friday Sept. 15 Traveled over the [Devil's] Backbone to the last
crossing of the Sandy to [Francis Revenue's] and camped near the
first dwelling house we found in the Cascades. Here we found like
civilization cock crowing and dogs barking, corn and potatoes
growing all [of] which seemed to us like home.

Sat. Sept. 16 Traveled 7 [actually 9] miles and arrived at
Foster's in the edge of the Willamette Valley . . . (Condit, P,
1854).

B. Eakin wrote on August 19-20, 1866:

Sabbath., On the march quite early. Reached the summit about 10
o'clock, or Laurel. While descending this hill, or mountain,
Grandma was sitting in the back seat of the buggy, she could not
hold herself in but fell forward and struck the ground first. She
was hurt but little by the fall. There was no ome in the buggy but
herself. We then put her in my wagon in the bottom of the box.

Can you imagine what the mountain is like. Tt is one mile long and
that steep that we keep the hind wheels locked, and the mules
holding back their best all the time. Heavy timber and quick turns
to make with four mules. Nooned at the Mountain House, just at the
foot of Laurel Hill. C amped at the second house for night. Here
we purchased about two dozen bundles of green ocats. Paid about
four prices. But we were obliged to have something for our animals
besides a little dry oats. Roads awful rough and rocky. Thus we
ended our third day's travel in the Cascades. Besides our own
}ittle party there was one man and a little boy with a single team
on two wagons. This constituted our traveling party through the
mountains.,

August 20 Beautiful day. Made one drive. Camped at 2 o'clock at
the house of Mr. Linns. Plenty of pasturage free, also all the
supplies we wish to use. Today our traveling companions took to
the right, for Portland; we took past Foster's, or a little to the
left. We are now in the Willamit Valley (Eakin 1970:29-30).

° Sarah Butler wrote om July 13-14, 1878:

July 13--Began the descent again by going down then up, then to
Laurel Hill, then 2 wagons passed us, then we were stopped here. A
German had stalled his wagon. Was near crosswise of road, and he
could not move i1t. His horses were loose, had nothing to eat or
drink for 24 hours. A hack close by contained 3 or 4 children and
an apparently dying wife. She could not possibly live 24 hours
longer, and yet he would persist im going over the mountains near
60 mi. to where any one lives. 3 days to travel the road. On
Laurel Hill is a bluff om the side of mountain. One wagon could not
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1881:

pass another here. Fortunately we met no one, We are far above
the tree tops. The bottom of the clhlasm is several hundred [feet]
below us, and one false move would hurl us to the depths below. We
wound back and forth until we reached the valley below. Here over
rough road began. Rough enough before but nothing to compare. We
come on down to the gate house [near Rhododendron]. Eat dinner.
Crossed two clay colored streams, come to a bachelors ranch.
Camped. Another bachelor took supper with us, two ilonely and
lonesome men.

July l4--Sunday morning--We started over what is called the Devils
Back Bone. The long hills, some near wave shaped. Crossed a sandy
bridge [at the second crossing of the Sandy River], come to a
store, got some things. Had a rave treat in the form of delicilous
pears. Farms all most all along the road. A fire has run through
here several years ago, destroying most of timber. Young trees are
beautiful. Eat dinner near farm, then come into dense forest. The
moss is beautiful, the scemery is picturesque in the extreme.
Passed a camp meeting ground, camped on stream near an old ladies,
10 mi. from Portland. Nice farms here (Butler 1974:377).

° Frank Stevens wrote on July 5, 1881:

Tues., July 5th: Started in the morning and came on down the mt.
[Laurel Hili] through heavy timber. Came up several hills and then
came down for some ways through timber which had been killed by
fire, and then all of a sudden to the Toll Gate [at Rhododendron].
Toll here - 4~horse team, $2.25; 2-horse team, $2.00; loose cattle,
123¢ per head. Had & small store here for the accommodation of
emigrants. Came on down into a litte glade, where we found some
grass and camped for dinnmer [at Lamoreaux Meadow or Pioneer
Meadow]. Here we found the red-and-white clover, dandelion,
dewberries, strawberries, all growing. Came on after dinner over a
very good road most of the way [south bank of Sandy River].
Traveled on about 5 miles and found good grass and a good place to
camp. We concluded to stop here tomight., We are camped tomight in
a little glade with the prettiest kind of trees all around us. As
i1t looked like rain, we pitched our tent and have the bottom
carpeted with fir boughs to sleep on. We have nmot seen much game
in crossing the mts., but begin to see more as we get lower down.
There is a ranch } mile below here; 4 of us went down and found a
large family - lots of big girls, and all the way down to a
clothespin. They said they were going to have a dance 7 miles
below here on the road tomorrow, and invited all hands and the cook
to attend., Said they would not get there until late, as they had
to go with an ox team. It put me into mind of the song:

When I was young and went to a ball,
I went with the team, or mo team at all.
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Told them we had 4 fiddlers in our outfit, and that seemed to
please them very much, as they had nothing but scrub fiddlers to
play for them. Crossed a creek where one log made the bridge; it
layed lengthwise and was a very large one, and layed up on rocks so
they filled out to it from both sides and hewed off the top.

Weds., July 6th: Raining this morning. Started from camp and soon
came to the ranch. The man told us that as we passed along the
road we would see a raven he had killed and stuck him on a stump,
and when we came there if we would go into the woods close by, we
would find a deer he had killed hanging on a tree. We found the
deer, but the animals had eat him almost up., Came over a very
rough road and struck 2 very steep, rough hills. After we left the
summit [at Laurel Hill] we struck on to Salmon Creek [River 7] and
came down it till we came into Sandly] Creek [River] and are now
down it. We have passed some big timber today [alomg Sandy River]
- some of the trees 7 to 8 ft. in diameter. Came past the
schoolhouse, where they were having the picnic and dance. There
was quite a crowd collected, and some were playing croquet and some
were just coming in. The ox team from the ranch where the family
near whom we camped last night caught up with us, just as we got to
the schoolhouse, with a load of girls and boys. Came on until
sometime afternoon, and camped for dinner at a ranch and got the
horses in a pasture for 2 1/2 ¢ per head. Saw hazel bushes from 12
to 13 ft. high. Traveled after dinner about 14 miles and camped on
a small creek 2 stores. We found a place under some big fir trees,
where they had a picnic, which sheltered us from the rain, and it
rained hard during the night, but under the trees it was dry.

Thurs., July 7th: Started from camp in the rain and pulled up a
long, steep hill and found a store on top {at Sandy, Oregon]. Came
on and scon struck a sandy ridge and found the road better. Came
through a very heavy-timbered country where large trees had turned
up by the roots across the road, and they had cut through them wide
enough for a wagon to pass, —some of them lying up so we had to
drive under them. In one place was 2 large hollow fir which had
been sawed off so that a wagon could pass and was up from the
ground about 5 ft. When we came along one of the boys was sitting
inside the log, out of the rain, as comfortable as you please, and
holding the horse by the bridle. Struck into lighter timber with
farms every short distance. Saw wheat, corn, beans and peas and
several kinds of garden truck growing. Came on a few miles and
camped for dinmer at a ranch and got the horses in a pasture for
50¢ for 19 head. It has cleared off and is pleasant again. It did
not rain all the time, only in showers. Rolled out after dinmer
and came through where it had been heavy timber, but the trees are
all blown down and are lying around on the ground with thelr roots
all turned up in every direction. Some of the roots are as high as
our trees in Neb[raska]. The road this afterncon was most of the
way corduroy. We have been passing farms every short distance, and
the country as far as we can see is dotted with fields and houses.
They have some nice homes and farms here and we saw a small creek
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1947

near several farm houses. We could get no pasture for the horses
tonight, but found plenty of hay. We are now about 10 miles from
Portland, and will go through town tomorrow. I like the looks of
this part of the country very well, though people here tell us this
is not the best part of the valley ~ that there are other parts of
the valley far ahead of this, Wanted to see how the people along
the road looked, so the boys would strike up some lively tune on
their fiddles as we were passing ahouse, which would bring them out
to listen to the music. A young man came to our camp last night
and brought a banjo and fiddle with him, Had some good mugic and
some singing (Stevens 1881).

° John and Lou C. Beard traveled east over the Barlow Road in July,

1947. John Beard wrote:

Leaving the historic Philip Foster Ranch, we passed through the
town of Sandy, and down into the Sandy River at the spot where
young William Barlow in his effort to get through and secure food
and help for the hungry company left behind in the mountains, had
cut down a sapling and with this as his vaulting pole had leaped
from rock to rock to cross the stream, then in spate. Then up the
long, narrow ridge we went over the well-named Devil's Backbone, on
through what was left of Marmot, once a post office established in
1886 on the old trail with F. §. Peake as the first postmaster, but
now just a tumbledown log cabin with a few rotting specimens of
animals and birds collected and mounted by Adolf Ashoff, an old
guide, forester and lover of the creatures of the woods and all
outdoor things.

1f one would see the wreck which time makes of all the works and
hopes of man, let him go up this long, narrow ridge called the
Devil's Backbone, let him pause at this place called Marmot, let
him pull aside the tangle of vines and briars, step carefully upon
the rotten boards of the porch, look through the holes in the walls
which had once been windows, gaze the floor littered with the musty
papers and bits of broken furniture and moth~eaten forms that had
once been lithe, active graceful creatures of the forest and he
will feel the chill, icy breath of time in his very soul. He will
not want to stay long, but he will want to be up and away and doing
and living to the full every minmute which we call now.

We ourselves did not tarry long at Marmot. Even the horses seemed
to want to be away and moved out with a speed hard to coantrol. We
soon reached the Odell Ranch and went into camp in a secluded,
grassy spot on the bank of the river. This was one of the stopping
places along the Barlow Road, where flocks and herds and hotrses
could be corralled for the night. Here we heard the story of a
great fir tree, which, when felled and split into boards, had
yielded many arrow heads and bullets.
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From the Odell Ranch the trail passed through Rhododendrom, through
Toll-gate and up over Laurel Hill, a place rightfully dreaded by
the early traveler, and down which, as William Barlow said so
expressively, 'We went like shots off a shovel.' WNow the rider of
the trail will pass over this section on a fine bridle path,
constructed by the Government, pass by an abandoned mine shaft,
over the slide rock above the steep-sided canyon, go on past
Government Camp and down into Summit Meadows in perfect safety and
through breathtaking scenery (Beard 1949:13~14).
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Appendix 4

Correspondence Concerning Transfer of Barlow Road to the State of Oregon

Letter from State of Oregon Legal Department to Oregon State Highway
Commission, October 30, 1919,

Letier from Bureau of Public Roads, U. S. Department of Agricufture, to Oregon
State Highway Commission, November 5, 1919.



STATE OF OREGON
LEGAL DEPARTMENT
SALEM

October 30th., 1919.

r. Roy A Klein,

gtate Highway Commission,
State House,

Salem, Oregon.

Dear Sir:-

T have been asked for advice as to what the Comm-
jasion should do with the deed given to the Gormmigsion by Geo.
i7e Joseph, and which deed purports to convey to the Stzte a high-
way designated as tne Mt. Hood and Barlow road.

It appears to me that the Commission should ascertain
just what is the condition of thig road as %0 repair,and the
probable expense of maintaining the same. If the Stete accepts
this highway it will be then under obligation to improve and
maintain it, and it maybe that there are some defective Dbridges,
or other dangerous structures, or out of repair sections, which
right place upon the gtate 2 heavy burden am responsibility.

The mere fact that the rozd is a gift might not
mean anything of value, for the condition of the road may entail
considerable expense for maintenance and the like.

Yours truly,

JUD AT Agsi&tant 'to the Attorney General.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
pistricT No. 1

POSTOFFICE BUILDING

PORTLAND, OREGON,

(N YOUR REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO FILE NO.—mnmmmn T
woverber B 1919,

RN

i

by

iz . !
Gepbe Tighwey Somrission, | o - T

Reference is pade $0 your lebber of October &1

vesarding deed for the Mt. Hoow snd Bariow road. Till you

-

Yours trulds







Appendix 5

Interview Notes

1. Interview with Dorothy Ten Eyck (January 12, 1991)

2. Interview with Carlina (Varetti) Hauser (Januvary 12, 1991)



Interview Notes

Informant: Dorothy (Moore) TenEyck
110 NW 13th Street
Gresham, Oregon

Date: 12 January 1991

Subject: Barlow Road, mouth of Salmon River west to Sandy, Oregon

This interview was carried out by Stephen Dow Beckham and Richard Hames
and involved driving the general route of the Barlow Road from Sandy,
Oregon, east via the Devil's Backbone to the mouth of the Salmon River
on the north bank of the Sandy River, and returning over the same route
with stops at Cliffside Cemetery and the fords of the Sandy on the
former Francis Revenue place.

Dorothy TenEyck is age 86. She is the widow of Curtis Edward "EQY
TenEyck who was born in 1890 on the TenEyck farm on the Devil's
Backbone. She has a keen memory and long experience of residency along
this segment of the old Barlow Road.

1. Dorothy (Moore) TenEyck came to the Cherryville area east of Sandy in
December, 1912, She traveled from Denver, Colorado, with her
mother and her step-father. Subsequently her step-father died; her
mother remarried; the family moved to Aurora, Oregon, returned to
Colorado, and in 1922 returned to Oregon.

2. Two members of the Moore family married TenEycks:

Dorothy Moore (age 86) married Curtis Edward TenEyck
Mae Moore (age 92) married Henry TenEyck

3. The TenEyck family included the following:

Richard Abraham TenEyck, formerly of Illinois, married Rosa Belle
Hoffman. Their children included:

George Albert TenEyck [born Nov., 1887]
Curtis Edward TenEyck [born Oct., 1890C]
Henry Alto TenEyek [born Sept., 1892]
Rosa Belle TenEyck [born Aug., 1894}
Ivy Jane TenEyck [born Mar., 1896]
Lilly May TenEyck [born July, 1898]
Dora Ethel TenEyeck [born Dec., 1899]
Jenny V. TenEyck [born 1902]

Miles Abraham TenEyck [born 1905}
Thomas Glen TenEyck [born 1909]

[Female Ten Eyck]

0 0 & O © © © ¢ o O ©

(Bureau of the Census 1900, 1910)

BECKHAM/HANES ]l



4. Dorothy Moore married Ed TenEyck in October, 1924. Her sister, Mae,
had previously married Henry TenEyck.

5. Marmot School was erected about 1878 as a hewn log, one-room
building. Dorothy had an undated, newspaper clipping showing the
school. The photo was from the Fred Sievers collection.

6. Carolina (Varetti) Hauser, age 102, would be a good informant. She
. is the daughter of Luigi Varetti who settled along the Sandy River
at the western end of the Devil's Backbone. Her brother, Joe
Varetti, married one of the daughters of Richard and Rosa Belle
(Hoffman) TenEyck.

7. In 1912 two roads led to Cherryville. One ran along the south bank of
the Sandy River and into Sandy; another lay on the ridge above.

Comments during drive alomg Barlow Road route east of Sandy, Oregom:

8. Half-way down the hill east of Sandy was a watering trough at a
spring. Settlers often stopped here to water their stock and rest
during the ascent of the hill.

9. On the left a short distance beyond the intersection with the road
which runs to Cherryville along the south bank of the Sandy River is
the site of a former school. This site is on the left side of
TenEyck Road on the uphill side above a bottomland or ancient
riverine terrace.

10, The neglected Revenue Cemetery lies on the right side of the road on
the south bank of the Sandy near the margin of a terrace dropping
down toward the river.

11. The old county road circled down to the Sandy and crossed at the
rocky narrows over a covered bridge. Old road traces lie
downstream below this site on the Krebs' property.

12. The Luigi Varetti place lay below Marmot Road to the right side. An
old house stood near the bottomland. A newer bungalow style house
erected by the Varetti family is visible from Marmot Road.

[Luigil Varetti was born in Italy in 1849. His wife, Rosa, was born
in Ttaly in 1860, They had four children including:

° Carolina Varetti, born 1889
° Joseph Varetti, born 1896

(Bureau of the Census 1910)}]
13. At one point decades ago rope-burned trees on the western end of the
Devil's Backbone marked a place where emigrants had to lower their

wagons to the bottomland to the Sandy River. Ed TenEyck talked
about these marks.
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14. The green, altered bungalow style house at 44756 Marmot Road, now
owned by the Thompsons, was the Randy Shipley place in 1924, Mrs.
Shipley's maiden name was McGugin. ’

[Henry McGugin was born in August, 1834, in Maine, His wife,
Magdaline McGugin, was born in November, 1840, in Switzerland.
The McGugin's had five children, three deceased by 1900. The
surviving children included:

° §1lis McGugin, born Feb., 1877 (a daughter)
® Frank E. McGugin, born Nov., 1871

(Bureau of the Census 1870, 1900)]

15. The presently brown and tan farmhouse, set back on the uphill side

of Marmot Road and owned by the Wise family in 1991, was owned by
the Leaf family in 1924.

[Charles Leaf was borm in January, 1843, in England. His wife,

Susan Leaf, was born in July, 1852, in Michigan. Thelr children
included:

° Henry John Leaf, born August, 1879
® Rose Leaf, born Sept., 1876
® Ernest Leaf, born Oct., 1885

(Bureau of the Census 1900, 1910)]

16. The Hoffman place stood on the left side of Marmot Road. This
property is owned by the Pardue family in 1991. The Hoffmans were
the parents of Rosa Belle TenEyck.

[George Hoffman was born in March, 1834, in Indiana. E. Jane
Hoffman, his wife, was born in Jan., 1841, in Nebraska., By 19060

the Hoffmans had had 12 children, 10 of whom were living. Hoffman
was a farmer.

(Bureau of the Census 1900, 1910)]

Richard TenEyck met Rosa Belle Hoffman at a social event held at
the Siever's Place.

The Hoffman barn has almost collapsed in 1991 and stands east of
the site of the old house and orchard and north of Marmot Road.

17. A twentieth century sawmill was located to the right side of Marmot
Road and was owned by Ross TenEyck. George TenEyck served as
manager. A concrete footing marks the mill site.

18. Dan TenEyck lives on the left side of Marmot Road in a house erected-
about 1921 by Henry and Mae (Moore) TenEyck. Mae TenEyck, age 92,
lives in a mobile home on this property.
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19. The Kyler place is located downhill to the south of Marmot Road
toward the bottomland along the Sandy River.

[John W. Cyler (Kyler) was borm in 1859 in Pennsylvania. His wife,
Elizabeth Jane, was born in 1866 in England. Kyler was her second
husband. She had six children by her first husband; four of them
were living in 1910 and included:

. Kaven, Albert J., born 1887, Massachusetts
Kaven, Sophia May, born 1890, Massachusetts
Kaven, Arthur G., born 1894, Massachusetts
Raven, Ethel L., born 1898, Massachusetts

(Bureau of the Census 1910)]

20. The Abraham "Dick" TenEyck place was located to the left of present
Marmot Road atop the ridge. The old county road came directly
passed the house, :

Neighbors later said the TenEycks were misnamed when they had 11
children. They should have been the ElevenEycks.

21. The second Marmot School stood to the right of Marmot Road in a
meadow to the east of the R. A. TenFyck property. The first Marmot
School stood to left atop the ridge near the old prune orchard in
T2S, RSE, Sec. 12, W. M.

22. The Ed and Dorothy TenEyck concrete block house is located on the
left to the north of Marmot Road and replaced an earlier dwelling
erected in 1924 and subsequently burned. Dorothy and Ed TenEyck
lived at this site from 1924-71 when they moved to Gresham.

23. A trace of an old road appears in Section 18 in land deeded by a
doctor to the Audubon Society of Portland, Oregon.

24, The Adolph Aschoff stood on the north side of Marmot Road in Sectiom
6, and was known as Marmot, Oregon. The features included a post
office and store which burned (on the right side), a hotel which
burned about 1930 (on the left side near a concrete building),
several cabins for guests, and a log cabin which Aschoff operated
as a small museum. The log cabin contained a collection of mounted
animals. A variegated beech yet stands beside Marmot Road and was
planted by the Aschoffs. '

[Adolph Aschoff was- born in May, 1849, in Germany. He emigrated to
the United States in 1869. Dora M. K, Aschoff, his wife, was born
in Nov., 1853, in Germany and emigrated to the United States in
1868, Their children included:

Ernest Aschoff, born May, 1876, in Kansas
Otto Aschoff, born Aug., 1880, in Kansas
Henry Aschoff, born Wov., 1882, in Oregon
Emma M. Aschoff, born April, 1885, in Oregon

¢ 0 O o
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° Margaretta Aschoff, born Mar., 1887, in Oregon
® Karl Aschoff, born April, 1889, in Oregon
° Gustav Adolf Aschoff, born Jan., 1895, in Oregon

(Bureau of the Census 1900, 1910)]

25. Henry Aschoff's old house, now painted green, is located on the left
or north side of Marmot Road east of Marmot, Oregon. It is
constructed in the Bungalow Style and is east of Jenny Brewster's
place. Henry was a son of Adolph and Dora Aschoff,

26. The Mensinger place is located in the broad, open bottomland or
riverine terrace on the north bank of the Sandy River. Mensinger
owned a sand and gravel business in Peortland and developed this
site as a summer home. He erected a large house in the Bungalow
Style, barns in the field below, and stone walls constructed of
river cobbles. He had a round, horse-training barn, no longer
standing. This property has been owned by the Krebs family since
1971.

27. An old cemetery was located on the north side of Marmot Road east of
the Mensinger barns near a linme of chestnut trees (few of which
survive in 1991). No tombstones remain in this cemetery nor is it
fenced.

28. Curtis TenEyck labored with a horse team to make improvements to
Marmot Road during the 1920s.

29. The Rock Corral area was much more open in the 1920s and had an
abundance of wild rhododendrons.

30. The Sandy Lumber Company sawmill was located on the south bank of
the Sandy River in the 1920s near the site where the highway bridge
presently crosses the river. The company logged the Sandy
watershed east of Sandy, Oregon, in the period after World War I.

31. Robert Alexander had the original claim to the land settled by
Abraham TenEyck., He turned over the claim to TenEyck on the
condition that TenEyck would take care of him.

[The 1900 census confirmed this. Robert D. Alexander, age 69, born
in October, 1830, in Scotland, lived with the TenEyck family. He
was identified as a "partner" and a farmer. He was unmarried and
had emigrated to the United States in 1847,

(Bureau of the Census 1900)]
32, Cliffside Cemetery near the western end of the Devil's Backbone has

served since the 1890s as burial site for many residents of the
Marmot Road area.
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Interview Notes

Informant: Carolina (Varetti) Hauser
Town Center Terrace
8709 SE Causey Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97266

Date: 12 January 1991

Subject: Barlow Road, mouth of Salmon River west to Sandy, Oregon

Mrs. Hauser, age 102, is a fit, alert informant who was born in 1888 on
her parents' farm on the north bank of the Sandy River east of the
crossing on the old Revenue place. She is the daughter of Luigi and
Rosa Varetti. '

1. Luigi Varetti came from Italy to the United States when he was age
16. He homesteaded as soon as he could in order to obtain 160
acres. His father was a difficult man; his step-mother urged him
to emigrate. Unable to get an Italian passport and desiring to
escape compulsory military service, Varettd first went to
Switzerland and then came to the U.S. without Italian papers.

2. Luigi Varetti lived alone for a number of years on his homestead and
then met his future wife, Rosa, also an immigrant for Italy, in
Portland, Oregon. Luigi lived alone for a dozen years onm the
homestead bhefore he married.

3. Traces of the old Barlow Road ran across the Varetti place in the
1890s when Mrs. Hauser was a child. The road forded the Sandy
River below the old Revenue Covered Bridge. The ford was located
at a wide spot but required a turning back upstream to ascend the
bank. Later a covered bridge crossed at the rocky narrows and
served the county road.

4, Luigi Varetti saw and described rope-burned trees on the ridge above
his farm, a site on the Henry McGugin place where emigrants had
lowered their wagons to the bottomland along the north bank of the
Sandy River. Varetti later acquired this 40 acres, sold it for its
timber, and the trees were all felled. No traces remain.

5. The Bacons were neighbors of the Varettils. They were thriftiess,
poor managers. Mrs. Hauser's mother counseled her children not to
visit the Bacons.

{Samuel RBacon, born in May, 1848, in I1linois, and his wife, Mary
Bacon, born in September, 1863, in Oregonm, had had five children
by 1900; four were living and included:

° Francis Bacon, born Oct., 1884
® Molly Bacon, born Feb., 1886
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Tn 1900 six boarders, mostly sawmill workers, lived with the
Bacons. (Bureau of the Census 1900)].

6. Luigl Varetti did considerable road work along the Devil's Backbone.
Sometimes he would be gone as much as two weeks at a time to work
as a volunteer laborer to improve the route.

7. Henry McGugin was a neighbor and friend of the Varettig, Lulgi and
Henry did not often agree.

8. An old road ran across the terrace or beﬁch below the Cliffside
Cemetery.

9. Mrs. Hauser taught at the Bull Run School which was established in
1890. She began teaching in 1906 and taught at Bull Run around the
era of World War I. Her students included the Haneberg family,
except the eldest and youngest children.

10. Adolph Aschoff operated a summer hotel and small store with post
office at Marmot, Oregon. Mrs. Aschoff's sister was Mrs. Helms.
This property 'went down" following Mrs. Aschoff's death.

11. Mensinger developed a place on the bottomland along the north bank
of the Sandy River east of Marmot. He owned a company in Portland.
He erected a house and barn ca. 1918-19. A large dance was held in
the new barn to celebrate its completion.

12. Mrs. Hauser attended Bull Run School and then went to St. Mary's
Acadeny in Portland. Without going to college she took and passed
at age 17 the examination to gain teacher certification. She took
her first school in 1906 and taught for two years before entering
Oregon Normal School in Monmouth. She taught 35 children in a
one-room school at Bull Run. She later earned her bachelor's and
master's degrees at U. of California, Berkeley.

13. The electric train ran from Portland to Bull Run. Passenger fare as
50¢ one way.

14. Mrs. Hauser drove until she was 98. She stopped driving when she
moved to her apartment at Town Center Terrace,

15, Her father's brother, Joe (Guiseppi) Varetti, and a half brother
also emigrated to Oregon and, for a time, lived in the Bull Run
vieinity.

16. Mrs. Hauser believes that tilling in her father's fields obliterated

the traces of the old Barlow Road lying east of the Sandy River
ford on the Varetti place.
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Appendix 6

Original Surveyors' Notes, 1860-1898
Barlow Road Inventorv Project. Phase |

card *-  section direction distance

page ¥ lineor ofsurvey in chains

or DLC* DLC ifeet) for
boundary noted landmarks

T3S, R8 1/2F (Lackland, July 17-25. 1884)
Subdivision survey

1-9 24/25 west 46.39(3062')
44.41 (2931")
52.00 (3432")

1-12 23/24 north 66.50 (4389
67.00 (4422')
80.00 (5280}

T3S, RSE

Exterior survey (Lackland. June 5, 1884)

2-60 23(/24) north 76.80 (-211")
7820 (-119')
66.25 (-908')

80.00 (5289')

Subdivision survey {(Gould, July 13-17. 1928)
4-82 16/17 north 2990 (1973")
2.00(132")
31.16 (2057")
55.00 (3630')
£0.00 {5280"}
22.30(1472")
2450 (1617}
14.25 (940°)
2650 (17.49')
80.00 (5280")

4-98 17/18 north

T3S, R7E (Tatum, August 11 to September §, 1898)
Exterior survey

1-38 13 north 17.60 (1182")
22.30 (1472")

Subdivision survey

1-5 12/13 west 74.00 (-396")

survevors' notations

“Barlow & Mt, Hood wagon road
course NW & SE", descend after

crossing road:

Still Creek;

branch (Mineral Creek)

“Mt. Hood & Barlow wagon road,
course E& W™,

ascend;

corner post

"Mt. Hood wagon road course E& W'
Camp Creek;

leave swamp;

corner post

"Trail, bears SE, and NW";
Camp Creek;

Mt. Hood Loop highway;
Zigzag River;

end of line

"Road bearsE& W'

"Road bears NW and SE";
Mt. Hood Highway:
7igzag River;

end of line

“The Mt. Hood & Barlow wagon road,
course E&W"
Zigzag River & ascend steep ridge

“Mount Hood Toll Road bearsESE.
and WNW",



1-6 11/12
1-11 2/11
1-12 2/3
4-54 3

north

west

north

seuth

80.04
1.20(79")

14.00 (924')
79.00
51.50(33997)
54.30 (3597")
59.80 (3947')
58.50 (3861')
66.20 (4369")
70.00 (4620°)
54.70 (3610°)
3750 (2475}
58.00 (3828')
80.33

11.66 (770°)

10.62 (701')

T2S, R7E (Meldrum, December 5 to 15, 1882)

Exterior survey
- 33

3-73 34

Subdivision survey
2-42 35/34

2-61 3

3-79 31/32
3-82 29/32
3-85 29/30

east

east

north

north

north

east

north

24.00 (1584}
59.00 (3894')
36.00(2376°)
3325(2195")
38.00 (2508')

26.50 (1749')

3.00(198")
25.00 (1650')
2600 (1716°)
53.00 (3498')
3730 (2475")
58.00 (3828')
10.00 (660°)
42.00 (2772')
71.00 (4686')

950 (627)
80.00 (5280')
31.00 (2045}
33.00(2178)
51.00 (3366')
19.00 (1254
22.00 (1452")
33.00(21787

corner post

“Mount Hood Toll Road bears N.W.
and SE".

begin ascent;

acreek

"Mount Hood Tolf Road bears WN.W.
&ESE",

“Mount Hood Toll Road bears ENE &
WSV,

"Mount Hood Toll Road bears WN.W.
andESE.";

Zigzag Creek;

Stili Creek;

begin ascent; Henry Hammond's
house, scuth 2 chains

“Mount Hood Toll Road bears N.70W.
andS.70E.;

Zigzag Creek;

begin ascent:

corner post

"Mt. Hood & Barlow wagon road.
course E& W™,

Bear Creek

"Mt. Hood wagon road, bears N7OW":;
Bear Creek

"0id toll road bears N70W”;

Zigzag Creek;

ascend hill, leave bottom

“0id toll road across Cascade Mts
bears NoOW- double bridges across
Sandy river bearsE & W of line" :
Zigzag Creek;

Sandy River,

island in Sandy River,

"0ld road bears E& W";

Sandy River;

{eave bottom, ascend 300",
"Wagon road bears NSOW"
"Wagon road, bears N70W";
Sandy River;

Salmon River;

to end of line

"01d road bears S55E";

creek;

leave bottom, ascend hill

"0ld toll road bears NoGW”;

creek;

{eave bottom, ascend 200



3-83

30/31

west

52.00(3432")
20,50 (1333}
74.50 (4917")

“Bariow tofil road bears ___E";
Sandy River;
Salmon River

general description for township makes no reference to the wagon roads (page 3-108)

T2S, R6E (Meldrum, October 2 to November 4, 1872)
Exterior survey

i-8

Subdivision survey

2-3

2-4

2-12

2-20

2-28

2-38

2-39

2-41

25

24/25

23/24

22/23

21/22

20/21

17/20

17/18

7/18

north

west

north

north

north

north

west

north

east

75.00(-330")
5.00 (3307
5850 (3861")
73.00 (4818")

2.00 (132)
5.00(330')

76.30 (5036')
80.04 (5305')
17.73 (1172')

1450
2.00
2230
46.30
4950 (3267')

16.00

43.50 (2871")
70.00

50.00 (3300")
30.00 (1980)
44.40 (2930')
80.00 (5280')
3465 (2287')

12,60 (792')
2.00 (132"
63.30 (4178")

79.30
21.00 (1386')

30.00
5.25(3467)
6.00 (395")

"Wagon road bears NW. &SE";
chains south of NE section corner:
Sandy River;

leave Sandy River

“Wagon road from Portland to Dalles
bears NW & SE":

Sandy River (3 chains west of road
and 500 links wide;

Salmon River;

end of line

"Wagon road from Portland to Dalles

bearsE & W":

Sandy River:;

Saimon River:

leave river bottom;

brook

“Wagon road from Portland to The
Palles. bears NE and SW™:

enter river bottom;

Sandy River:;

leave river bottom

"Wagon road bears NE & SW™:

foot of hill, enter river botiom;
Sandy River:

end of line

"Wagon road from Portland to The
Dalles bears NW & SE”;

Sandy River;

enter river bottom

"Wagon road from Portland to The
Dalies bears NW & SE" (15.00 chains
(1056") from west end of line);
end of line

"Wagon road from Portiand to The
Dalles, bears NW & SE";

enter river bottom

top of ridge; cherry tree noted near
1/4 corner

General township description, includes "On the north side of the (Sandy) river hearing
nearly E & W is the Barlow Road..There are three settlers on the road in the western

part.” (pages 1-477 and 2-575)



125, R5E (Burnett, commenced May 24, 1860)

Exterior survey

I-6

12 south

Subdivision survey

2-10

2-21

2-31

3-56

2-59

11/12 north

16/11 north

9/10 narth
8/9 north
7/8 north

76.00 (-264")

75.00 (-330')
50.00 (3300')
23.00 (15189
20.00 (13207
28.00 (1848°)
30.00 (1980}
2950 (1947')
30,00 (1980')
22.00 (1452')
2150 (1419)
12.50 (825")

58.00 (3828")
30.00 (1980")
47.00 (3102°)
33.50(2211')
30.00 (1980')

39.00 (2574')

"crossed wagon road from
Willamette Valley to the Dalles”: 4.00
chains from road north to SE section
coraer;

summit of hill bearing EW;

foot of hill

“A wagon road from Willamette
Valiey to Dalles, course E& W™,

to ridge summit:

small prairie;

commenced descending hill

"A wagon road from Willamette
Valley to Dalles. course E& W;
commenced descending steep hill;
top of hill, enter level upland
"Wagon road from Willamette Valley
to Dalles, bearing E & W™

summit of mountain EW, enter level
fand;

descend hill

“Waggon road, bearing SIOW. ___
emigrant road from Willamette
Valley to Dalles”;

enter 20 acre prairie

"0Old emigrant road from Willamette
Valley to Dalles, course E & S20W":
leave stoney {and and enter upland
bearing EW;

a branch (Bacon Creek) 3 links wide
bears SW

general township description has no mention of road
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Appendix 7

Maps and Aerial Photos Consuited for Phase 1

of Barlow Road Inventory Project
(listed in chronolegical erder of production)

T2S, RSE (1860) General Land Office (GLO) township plat by Burnett

T2S, RSE GLO Donation Land Claim plat (1862)

Territorial Road Survey X-9 (1862)

T2S, R6E (1872) General Land Office (GLO) township piat by Meldrum

County Road Survey *#68 (1873)

County Road Survey #79(1874)

County Road Survey #1006 (1876)

County Road Survey #155 (1879)

County Road Survey #195 (1881)

T2S, R7E (1882) General Land Office (GLO) township plat by Meldrum

T3S, RSE (1884) General Land Office (GLO) township plat by Samuel W. Lackland

T3S, RS 1/2E (1884) General Land Office (GLO) towaship plat by 5. W. Lackland

County Road Survey #241 (1884)

County Road Survey #256 (1885)

County Road Survey #259 (1886)

County Road Survey #344 (1890)

T2S. R6E, Record of Surveys in Clackamas County, 1885, 1886 & 1890 (1890)

Clackamas County Surveyors Office

T3S, R7E (1898 ) General Land Office (GLO) township plat by Tatum

County Road Survey ¥720 (1910)

Mount Hood and Vicinity, Oreg.-Wash. (1911) U. S. Geological Service (USGS)

topographic quad

Mount Hood and Vicinity, Oreg.-Wash. (1913, reprinted 1948) USGS topo quad

Map Showing Re-location of Mt. Hood & Barlow Toll Road {1914) State of Oregon

Estacada, Oreg. (1916, reprinted 1938) USGS topographic quad

gregon National Forest (1916) U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Forest
ervice

Mt. Hood Loop Highway Sandy - Forest Boundary Oregon State Highway

Department Construction Line Map *3B20-7 (1920)

Mt. Hood Loop Zigzag Section Right-of-Way Map, ODOT #1B-21-11 (1922) USDA,

Bureau of Public Roads

Map of Summit Meadow by Marshall Bros. (1923)

Mount Hood, Oreg. (1924) USGS topegraphic quad

Plat of Summit Meadow by Marshall Bros, (1923)

Mount Hood, Oreg. (1927, reprinted) USGS topographic quad

Mt. Hood National Forest (1927) USDA, Forest Service

Mt. Hood Loop Recreation Plan (1929) USDA, Forest Service

Mount Hood National Forest, Oregon: Its Purposes and Resources (1936), USDA,

Forest Service

Rhododendron to Wapanitia Jct. Highway Construction Map (1930)

Forest Boundary - Goverament Camp Mt. Hood Highway Oregon State Highway

Department Construcion Line Map (1936)

Current USGS topographic series

a. Rhododendron, Oreg. (photorevised 1980)

b. Government Camp, Oreg. (photorevised 1980)

c. Mount Hood South, Oreg. (photorevised 1980)



d. Bull Run, Oreg. (provisional edition 1985)
e. Wildcat Mtn., Oreg. (provisional edition 1983)
f. Brightwood, Oreg. (provisional edition 1986)
37. Wildwood - Rhododendron Project Section, Bariow Road Digitized Map, Oregoa
Department of Transportation {(1986)
38. Barlow Road Site & Alignment Inventory '87-'88 (1988) Clackamas County, OR
39. Current set of Clackamas County Assessors Maps

Aerial Photography Used for Phase I of the Bartow Road Inventory Project
(List in chronological order of production)

1. Rhododendron to Sandy, BE6-2139, (1961) Delano Photographics and Northern
Light Studio, Portland

1, Government Camp & Vicinity, CKB-17, M-124 (1:200, 1965} Oregon State Highway

Department

ORT-1 (1:500; 1971) State of Oregon, State Historic Preservation Office

BPS-Audubon (1:2640, 1989) Clackamas County, OR
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