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LIST OF FIGURES

The figures listed below fall 'into several groups. Historical
photographs and maps that do not identify sources are all from the
Lane County H'istorjcal Museum files. Other maps, figures and
lithographs are taken from sources jdentified in the captions. All of
the contemporary photographs were taken durìng the term of the survey
and are included to illustrate various chapters of the summary text.
The photos included jn the description of each cultural 'landscape

area are representative and comprise less than one third of the
photos jn'included in the survey forms themselves. For most of these
photos, site numbers from the survey forms are g'iven in the caption.

Cover: The Coyote Creek Va1 1 ey pi ctured here i s part of the
ïerritorial Road Corridor Cultural Landscape Area in which the
agrarian 'landscape patterns of donation land claim farmsteads are
still large'ly intact. TerritorÍal Road, winding through the val'ley
'in the photo, fo'llows the route of the old Caljfornia Trail used by
ear'ìy explorers, fur traders and emigrant wagon trains.

Preface

1. 1884'lithograph of Hadley farmstead at Had'leyville on Coyote Creek
near Crow.

2. 1884 'l i thograph of Gi 1 
'lespi e f armstead north of Eugene .

3. 1884 lithograph of Harlow farmstead northeast of Eugene.
4. Nineteenth century photo of logging w'ith oxen.
5. N'ineteenth century photo of logging with a horse team.
6. 1884 'lithograph of Graves Creek railroad trestle.
7" Construction of a market road w'ith horseteams.
8. 1884 lithograph of Hulin farmstead north of Eugene.

lntroduction

9. Lane County Map
9b. Computer generated map of Lane County survey area
10. 1884 lithograph of Ozment farmstead near Lorane
11. Steam powered grain threshing in t,he nineteenth century
12. Mohawk Valley with Marcola, site of former Booth Kelly mills.

Summary Findings

13. Map of Lane County with Cultural Landscape Areas and location of
s'ignìficant rural historic areas.

Part One Cover: North Coast 'landscape. Drawing by Ahmad Badrtalei.



Chapter l: Environmental Context

14. Physìographic Provinces of 0regon
15 . Arrangement of Vegetati on Zones i n l¡lest-central 0regon
16. Hydrological Basins of Lane County
17. l¡Ji I lamette Bas'in !,/i ldl ife
18. North coast headlands
19. Dunes of the south coast
20. l¡,oah'ink and Si I tcoos Lakes i nl and f rom dunes
2I. Forested mounta'ins of the Coast Range
22. lvJillamette Rjver and floodplain
23. bJ'il I amette Val I ey and Coburg Hi'll s
24. Cascade Range valley (Middle Fork)
25. Cascade Range and the Three SÍsters
25b. Prime agricultural soils in Lane County

Chapter ll: Prehistoric Context

26. Upper ì¿Jillamette Basin types of projectile poìnts
27. Distribut'ion of Indian groups in northwestern Oregon
28. Kalapuya Subsistence Activities in the Middle and Upper

h/illamette Valley
29. Aspects of Kaìapuyan material culture
30. Ind'ians hel pi ng wì th the hops harvest
31. Costume of a Kalapuya hunter

Chapter lll: Historical Context

32. Extent of settlement in 1860
33. 1859 General Land Office map of western 0regon show'ing princÌpa'l

routes and towns
34. Characteristic subsistence claim cabin and site
35. General Land Office (GLO) map compiled from fÍeld notes of

surveyors from the 1850s is a major source of ear'ly settlement
and
I andscape i nf ormatì on 'i ncl udi ng soi I s, vegetati on , 'l ocati on of
praìrìe openìngs, fields, c'la'im cabjns and early routes. Thjs
map is of Township 18 South, Range 2l,rlest, a 36 square m'ile area
'includng the lower Middle Fork and part of the Coast Fork. Mt.
Pisgah is to the north of center. Pleasant Hill, the first
commun i ty
in the county, is located at bottom center, near the school
and claim of Elijah Bristow, first European settler in Lane
County.

36. Some of the features of the T. 18 R. 2 hl. GLO map in figure 35
37" Donation Land Claim (DLC) map showing boundaries of claims for

same township. Note that many of the claimants had cabins on the
GL0 map.

38. 1884 lithograph of Inman farmstead near Frankl'in
39. Grain combjnes with'large teams of horses and mules were common

on the large grain farms of the central valleys
1888 Lane County l'lap
1941 Metsker Map for T. 18, R.2W. (the same as in figures 35 and
Note that'in the ninety years of settlement for this area,

40.
41.
36.



parcel 1 r'ng of I and has occurred wi thi ng the ori gì nal boundari es
of

donation land claims in most areas. This is a common pattern of
spatia'l organization for all areas of the county where donation
land claims exi sted.

42. Agicultural stat'istics for the n'ineteenth century
43. 1922 Agricultural logo for Eugene and Lane County
44. Early twentieth century farm trends
45. Horse I oadi ng 'l oose hay with hay mow ( Doug'l as County)
46. Twentieth century daìry farm 'in the Co¡st Range
47. MÍll structures at Saginaw, early mill site in the county
48. Vaughn mill structures
49. Black Butte MÍne
50. Siuslaw Fish Hatchery
51. Sjte of Eugene - Mapìeton stage route'in Hale Valley
52. Simpìe fieìd bridge
53 . 0rÍ gi na'l 0&C ra j I road bed near Creswel I
54. Southern Pacific ra'ilroad in Coast Range
55. Boat I anding i n Coast Range
56. 1863 General Land 0ffice map showing extent of federal survey and

Si letz Indian Reservation
57. Cartwright Mountain House,/stage tavern near Lorane
58. First 0&C train to reach Eugene in 1871
59. Excerpts from 0&C raj'lroad map
60. Checkered pattern of 0&C rajlroad land grant
61. Early road along MÍddle Fork
62. Gasoline pump from early auto transportatìon
63. Grave of pioneer settler
64" Characteristic elevated sitÍng of cemetary
65. Orientation of settlement to transportation route
66. 1884 lithograph of El'iiah Bristow farmstead
67. Map of nineteenth century communjties
68. Extent of settlement in 1895
69. Map comparÍng contemporary settlement to river basins
70" 1902 promotiona'ì brochure

Chapter lV: Cultural and Historic Landscape Components

71. Spatia'l organization of farms on Vaughn-Crow Rd
72. Agriculture and forest land use (Lost Cr.Valley)
73 . Sect'ion boundari es vi s'ibl e north of Coburg
74. Donation land claim boundaries ìn frlillamette Valley
75. Road and farms sited above floodplain (Coast Range)
76. Agriculture land use on river bench (McKenzie R.)
77. Development in response to river (Sius'law R. )
78. Crossroads community oriented to river (Mapleton)
79. Hedgerows, trees and road as boundaries (Ferguson Cr.)
80. Site response to wetter lowland (Coast Fork #1922)
81. Bui'ldÍng at the edge of val'ìey terraces (Coast Fork #3085)
82. Bui'lding at the val ley edge (Coast Range #2732)
83. Most historic structures are sited on higher ground (#2314)
84. Roads connect farmsteads in narrow rural valleys
85. Many covered bridges were built in Lane Countv (#3039)
86. Steel ra'ilroad bridgein Coast Range (Sìusìaw R. #1917)



87. Sjmp'le field bridge (North Fork, Siuslaw River #1908)
88. Road sited at edge of fields, forest (Lake Creek #3176)
89. Road sited along riverbank (Sjuslaw River #L973)
90. Fences as boundary demarcation (Coast Fork #2913#)
91. Roads as boundary demarcation (Territorjal Road # )
92. Vegetation as boundary demarcation (Territorial Road )
93. Fences and vegetation as boundary demarcation (#2769
94. Visible donat'ion land claim boundarÍes(Territorial Rd #2769)
95. House sited near old oak tree (Territorjal Road #3397)
96. Homestead fruit orchard on North Fork (Siuslaw Rìver #2774)
97. Mapl e trees p'lanted by residence (ldi 1l amette Va1 l ey #2908)
98. l¡/a] nut trees al ong dri ve (l¡/i I I amette Val I ey #2384)
99 " Pl anti ng around farmstead (t^Ji I I amette Val I ey #2327)
100" Specimen fruit tree in Deadwood Cr. Valley (Lake Cr #3222)
101"Barn and house cluster arrangement (Territorjal Rd # )
102. Farm cl uster (l¡Ji I I amette Val I ey #2327)
103. Farm cl uster (h/ì I I amette Val I ey #3452)
104. Community structure: grange (Territorial Rd #2768)
105. Agricultural structure: barn (Territorial Rd #2757)
106. Resìdential structure (Terrjtorial Rd # )
107. Small scale element: early tractor (Mohawk Valley #3267)
108. Small scale element: historÍcal monument (#3320)
109. Small Scale element: draft farm machÍnery (#2013)
110. Historical view: stage route (# )

Part Two: Field patterns from the agrarian landscape era and
donat'ion land claims in the lower Coast Fork area east of
Creswe'll . Drawi ng by Ahmad Badrtal ei .

Chapter Vl: The Agrarian Landscape

111. Dwelìings of ear'ly settlers were often sited at the edge of the
prairie open'ings found through much of central Lane County.

112. Photo of fie1d, farm and road layout in late 1900s
113. 1884 lithograph of farm building group representing the

I'comp'lete farmrr in Coast Fork area
114. Complete farm grouping in Territorjal Rd area
115.0pen graìn fields, pasture characteristìc of agrarian ìandscape
116. Farm outbui'ldings (Upper l,rlillamette Valley #2948)
LI7 . Farm outbu'ildi ngs (Coast Fork #2669)
118. Early barn (Middle Fork #2586)
119. Earìy barn (Middle Fork #2689)
120. Small sawmill in Elmira
121. Sma'll water powered mill on McKenz'ie River
I22. Early barn (McKenzÍe Rjver #2219)
123. Ear'ly barn (Middle Fork #2692)
124. Ear'ly school (McKenz'ie River #2182)
125. Early school (ldjllamette Valley #2297)
126. Pleasant Hill Post Office at turn of century
L27. Hi storical photo of early school
128. 1884 'lÍthograph of Spri ngf ield Four Mi I I s
129. Early rural center (Lorane)
130. Hops harvest



Chapter Vll: The lndustrialized Landscape

131. Parsons Creek Flume at Marcola at turn of century
132. Steam powered grain threshing
133. Gambrel roofed barn with early hay mow
133. Gambrel roofed barn with early hay mow (#2909)
134. Gabel roofed barn (lr/i I I amette Val I ey #2899)
135. McKenz'ie Rjver Valley hops barn (#3132)
136. River Road hops barn (2397)
137" Gabel roofed barn with silo (#3135)
138. Early dairy barn with silo (#3076)
139. Ì'lill structures at Saginaw (#2633)
140. Logging schooners on Siuslaw River at Florence
141. Spalsh dam on Mill Creek ìn Mohawk Valley
142. Saginaw flume
143. Pole road and log chute operation near Fall Creek
144. hlendling in Mohawk Va1ley at turn of century
145. Loggi ng rai I roads
146. Map of I oggi ng rai I roads i n Mohawk Va'll ey
I47 " l4ill at Notj 'in Eastern Valleys of Coast Range
148" Remains of mill structures at lrJestfÍr (Middle Fork)
149. Southern Pacific railroad tunnel between tr,estfir and 0akridge
150" 0ld McKenzie River Road at Finn Rock
151. Marcola at turn of century
152. Blue River Hotel at Blue River
153. Fo'ley Hot Spri ngs Resort c.L920
154. McCready Hot Springs Resort c. 1910

Chapter Vlll: The Landscape of Commerce

155. River Road diversified commercial farmÍng area
1!Q. End open'ing gambrel roof barn with brick silo (#34a2)
157. Side opening gambrel roof barn (#2545)
158. Side opening gambrel roof barn (#3119)
159. Parabolic roof bann (#2382)
160 . Farm cl uster wi th hli ndmi I l,/watertower (#2940)
161. Farm cluster with watertower (#2205)
162. Farm cluster with watertower (#2826)
163 . h,i ndmi I l /t¡úatertower (#3510)
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165. Parabolic roof dairy barn(#2554)
166. Craftsman railroad warehouse (#2378)
167. Livestock barn (#2995)
168.Peddle wagon 'loading fruìt for market c. 1910
169. Market roads such as this connected farms to nearby towns
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171. Post-colonial vernacular house (c. 1860)
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173. Vernacular house (#2986)
174. Post-colonial vernacular house (#2577)
175. Vernacular house (#2333)



176. French vernacular house (#2362)
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186. T - shaped GothÍc vernacular house (#3449)
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190. L - shaped Gothic vernacular house (#2308)
191. Goth'ic vernacular schoolhouse (#2218)
192. Gothic vernacular church (#283i)
.193. Italianate house with gambrel roof barn (#3225)
194. Italìanate vernacular house with Tudor Rev'ival facade (#3238)
195. Ital'ianate vernacular cottage (#2604)
196. Italianate vernacular house (#2127)
197. Italìanate vernacular house (#3434)
198. italianate house (#2962)
199. Italianate house (#2332)
200. It,al i anate V'il I a (#3130)
201. Ital'ianate Villa (#2730)
202. Ital i anate V'il I a (#2737)
203. Historical photo of Log Cabin Inn - Cascadian lodge
204. Rustic cottages at McCready hot springs
205. Rustic grange (#1903)
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208. Queen Anne cottage (#2340)
209. Queen Anne house (#2138)
210. Queen Anne house (#2313)
211. Queen Anne house (#3098
212. Goth'ic - Queen Anne house (#2935)
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230. Craftsman house (#2288)
231. Craftsman house (#2LL7)
232. Crafstman house (#3433)
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239" English Cottage house (#2890)
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245. Colonial Revival house (#3460)
246. Georgian Rev'ival school (#3161)
247. l4ission vernacular school (#2876)
248. Mission vernacu'lar store (#1895)

Part Three Cover: Knowles homestead on Knowles Creek east of Maplet,on
in the S'iuslaw River Cultural Landscape Area. Drawing by Ahmad
Badrtalei.

Chapter X: lntroduction

249. Map of cultural landscape areas with significant rural
hi storic areas

Chapter Xl: Coast

250. Coast Cultural Landscape Area
251. 0blique drawing of North Coast
252. North Coast headlands
253. North Coast headlands
254. Si I tcoos and ldoahi nk Lakes
255. Coastal dunes
256. North Coast from Cape Perpetua (#7842)
257. Cape Creek Bridge (#1859)
258. Tenm'ile Creek Bridge (#1857)
259. Rust'ic house (#1850)
260. Siltcoos Lake (#1915)
261. Southern Pacifjc trestle bridge (#1914)
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265. Monkey Pjne (#1888)
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321. Vernacular farmhouse (#1934)
322. Vernacular Gothic house (#1946)
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403. Aerial view of northern Territorial Road area
404. Aerial view of Ferguson Creek area
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411. Danish cemetary
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416. Craftsman house
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Reservoir area.
418. Craftsman house
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421. Vernacular ìodge
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424. Bungalow house
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428. Cnaftsman house
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434. Ital íanate cottage
435. Vernacular Gothic house
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437. Gabel roof barn
438. Vernacular Gothic house
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441. Hops barn and road
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PREFACE

HISTORIC PERCEPT]ONS OF THE LANDSCAPE

People hold opÍnions and att'itudes about ìandscapes. This js a
beautiful p1ace, a fine pìace for farming, a good place to ral'se
chiìdren, a safe route, Godrs Country or godforsaken. 0ftent'imes
these are broadly shared, but jn a community made up of many
individual s, diverse perceptions of the 'landscape are present.
These will vary due to persona'l , social and cultural
characterìst'ics; age, sex, fami'ly history, c'lass, ethnicity,
previ ous ì andscape experi ences, occupat'ion , and more . l/e natura'ì 'ìy
look at the world through our own, contemporary eyes. One of the
struggl es i n understand'i ng hì stori c l andscapes 'i s to understand the
"eyes" of others. This dilemma, and chalìenge, is exacerbated by the
nature of the historfcal record. 0fficial histories reflect the
dominant v'iewpoint, often of the economically and socially powerful.
Local histories have a booster sp'irÍt, a pride in their place as the
compendìum of data enriches and even ennob'les the lives of those in
the present as they seek meanÍng through the past. Other sources
must be consulted; the landscape'itself to try to g'lean messages from
its patterns and mark'ings, oral historjes and personal accounts
which humanize the abstractions of h'istory, images from family
photos and advertisements to be dissected, read and entered jnto.
These all help cultivate the hjstorical imagination, which ís needed
to make a leap jnto the ljves and pìaces of those who inhabjted thjs
landscape before us. Try to imagÍne how the Siuslaw, without ferries
or bridges, looked to a family of settlers, or unending virgin stands
of timber to loggers wíth axe'in hand, or open prairies to a farmer
standing behind a p'low, or great oaks t,o children at play.

The 'landscape ìtself has a dual heritage betrayed in its
etymology. The ìegacy of the Dutch'rLandskip" is the most common
percept'ion--the 'landscape as a pi cture, a vi sua'l concept, the area
encompassed by a field of vision, the vista, the prospect. It leads
to an understanding and evaluation of ìandscapes" in pictorial terms
and our everchanging concepts of what ìs beautiful. It js these
ìandscapes we seek on a dayrs outing, that are preserved in our
park'lands, that we send to frjends 'in postcard images. The other
concept i s rrLandschaf trr , the 'landscape as a soci al enti ty, the
physica'l manifestation of the interaction of peopìe and place, the
enbodiment of culture in the environment" Landschaft is agrarian jn
origin, describr'ng a Northern European colleetion of farm, fìeìd,
woods, viìlage and path. It has its new world extension in the
desire and struggle to settle and cìvil'ize the continent. A reading
of t¡/al'lingrs lllustrated History of Lane County (1) written in 1884
and a look at its ìllustrations reveals the overlap of both of these
landscape meanings; beautiful composìtions of houses, barns, FÍ9. 1-3
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animals, fences, and hills beyond, demonstrative of the creation of a

cultivated, cìviljzed order on the land.

Each stage of Lane County's history exempljfies a different way
in which the western landscape has been perceived. Explorers were
seekîng to chart the'ir way through a wilderness inhabíted, but
unknown to outsíders. Settlers were searchjng for the optimum site
f"or a farmstead--the best agricultural Iands. Loggers Iooked to the
hills at great stands of timber--the landscape as a resource for
lumber products" Communities knit the 'landscape together in patterns
of transportat'ion and created symboì s of their un'ited sp'irit. The
tourist is enticed by recreat'ional amenitjes and remnants of
hi stori c 1 andscapes .

The settlers found a mounta'in and va'lìey ìandscape. Their jdeal
was sought in sites with a steady supply of water, rìch soìls for
crops, natural pasture land for the graz'ing of animals, adiacent
woodlands for tjmber and game, a topography which presented few
'imped'iments, and an attracti ve cl imate. The ì andscape was searched
folindicators of these characteristics. In the I'prairies'¡ of the
l{í I I amette Val I ey they found al I of these. rrExcept the smal'l porti on

of grave'l and cl ay swal es, the prai ries of the t¡/i I I amette are the
finest agricu'ltural lands known."(2) lala'lf ingrs descriptions reveal
the pride of accompìishment of a generation which had transformed the
prai ri es, whì l e the memori es of that l abor were sti l I fresh. "Near'ly
every acre of this tract is either fine farming or good pasture 'land,

and almost every foot of it'is under fence and partioned jnto farms
varying in size from one hundred and sixty to twelve hundred
aeres""(3) The American spirit of boosterism included not onìy
econom'ic prosperity and personal feats, but the ìandscape as well.
0urs was bi gger, better, and i t was our destì ny. "l¡/el I may the
residents of Oregon be proud of the praìries of the h/illamette; proud
of its hi 1'ls; 'its copses of oak; i ts groves of f i r and p'ine, heml ock
and spruce; its unequa'ìed climate; its eternal snow-clad mountain
chains; its vast resources, and its Íllimjtable grandeur!"(4)

The feììing of timber for a fence post symbo'lized a personaì
claiming and possession as did the plant'ing of oaks or maples in the
front yard. These humble markers are still visible as are the more
dramatic manifestations of the build'ing of a rural agrarian
community; the granges, schoo'ls, post offices, stores, churches,
graveyards and roads--an 0regon 'ìandschaft.

The pattern of response to the landscape of timber follows a

d'ifferent course, w'ith few vi sible remnants of the incredible
changes it wrought to the forested mountain s'lopes. Logging in Lane
County has followed the western boom and bust cycle of the economic
conversìon of natural resources. Initial ly, the forest was a

surprise to many. "The Mohawk Valley was covered wÍth dense stands
of Douglas fir timber wjth only occasional patches of hazel brush and
scrub oak. To many of the pioneers who came to this almost untouched
wi I derness after the Ci vi I hlar, 'it was a strange s'ight. Those f rom
the prairie states said that the only way to'lookwas up and that the
Oregon rain and grey skies made it seem a dark country to those who
were used to wide, clear horizons."(5) The first Mohawk Valìey

Fig" 4
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sawmi'll s were bui lt in 1880-81, but 'it i s the extension of the
rai I road 'into the val I ey i n 1900 that marks j ts change. L'ike the
whistle of Nathaniel Hawthorners engine which signìfìes the entry of

Fr¡t " 
the machine (technology) into the garden of the agrarian pastoral
east, the railroad marks the demise of the wild forest of western
Oregon. Extending up the slopes of the valleys of Lane County, the
ìandscapes of the hillsides were transformed'in accord with the needs
of harvesting timber. Louis E. Polleyrs maps of the Mohawk Vaì'ley

E,- 1,ê reveal a dense and elaborate systematic pattern of pole roads,
' 's' 'ts chutes, f I umes, dams and rai I roads al'l des'igned and bu'il t to bri ng

cut timber from hillside to mill. Awalk through these hills'in 1920
was a walk through a landscape organized as a great outdoor factory,

Êîa i' with the wh'ir of sawmil'ls, whistle of trains, belching burner smoke,''r and the rush of water from flume to m'i'l'lpond.

After the hills were logged, the entire system was removed or
left to decay with few surviving relics of its previous, dominant
pl ace 'in the l andscape. It 'is a sobering warni ng to our I andscape
investigations. This is a landscape of devolution where the
contemporary (1986) landscape of these valleys may appear more akin
to that of an 1870s farmer than a 1930s logger. This logging
industrial landscape is now typically h'idden from view (by design),
up numbered forestry serv'ice roads, out of sight, h'idden beyond the
ri dge-'l i ne .

The most I ong-l ast'ing structura'l change to a 'landscape i s the
building of streets and roads. They pers'ist through changes in land
uses, bui'ldings, and popu'lations. The road is perhaps the most

Fto. 7 dramatic, if typicaì ìy unrecognized, v'isible symbo'l of community.- Transportation knit together isolated county settlements jnto an
extended community. A look at the I'laì I ing 'lithographs 'invariably
shows a farmstead or home as seen from the public landscape of the
road. The home proud'ly faces the commun i ty space, and i s

Flg. s simultaneously an ornament to the road. lilith equaì pride, the road- is presented as a symbo'l of connectedness and prosperity. It is the
civic space of the rural community. The h'i story of American
sett'lement is encapsulated into these 'images of home and road, pìace
and connectedness, permanence and mobility. It persists in family
photo albums wh'ich show cherished loved ones, front yard, and the new
automobi I e.

Transportation ìinkages of river travel, stage lines, ra'ilroads
and roads all structure the indjv'idual landscape experience and
perceptÍon. The land is seen in corridors at a varying pace (from
walk'ing speed to over 60 miìes per hour) and ìn conform'ity with the
pattern of the transportation mode. From these pub'lic corridors, the
popu'lace ìs afforded v'iews and gì'impses into the prìvate domains of
cit,izens. The transportation history of the county is one of
Ímagination and the overcoming of dramatic obstacles and barriers.
The severe topography of the Coast Range and the Cascades, as we'l'l as
the hlillamette, McKenzie and Siuslaw Rivers had to be traversed or
avoided. Until well 'into the modern era, travel to the coast or the
mountains was slow and tedious. The Siuslaw served as a h'ighway as
did ocean beaches. Many of the countyrs landmarks are symbols of the
overcoming of these obstacles, from simple bridges across streams to
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'its collectjon of covered bridges. The Hìghway 101 bridge across the
Siuslaw was not completed until i936. The Map'leton Mountajn tunnel
removed one of the foremost barriers in coast to vaì1ey travel, but
wasnrt compìeted until 1957! The Eugene to Florence journey was nowjust over an hour. Stage ljnes from Eugene to Top-of-Tìde (Mapìeton)
at the turn of the century took 14 hours in summer and 18 to 24 hours
in winter over cordoroy roads, if they were improved. Thjs was in
open vehi cl es. Imagi ne the di fference j n the 1 andscape experr'enee
versus the modern automobi'le tri p 

"

The automotive road not onìy changed the experience of the
ìandscape, but also who experienced the 'landscape" The road brought
outsiders, and where the ra'i I road 'ìocal i zed vi stors at the trai n
station and downtown, the automobile opened the county for tourjst
expìoration. Lane County s'its on the west coast north/south tourist
route which runs from Canada to Mexìco. Aìong Highway 99 (the
Pacifig Highway) and Highway 101 (The Roosevelt Highway rhrough
0regon) one can see relics of p]aces built to service travellers añd
thei r vehi cl es. In addi ti on, attracti ons were created to enti ce
travellers and announced in guidebooks and roadsÍde signage. The
ìandscape itse'lf, its djverse, dramatic and un'ique qualitìes was,
and still is, chjef among these attractions, recognÍzed in the
establishment of coastal State parks, ìargeìy jn the 1930s, to the
federal establ i shment of mountai n l¡li I derness Areas i n eastern Lane
County in the 1960s. l¿lith the ease of automotive access, the 'local
ì andscape 'i ncreasi ngly was vi ewed as a recreati onal resource.
Pj oneer necessì ti es of fì shi ng and hunti ng became sporti ng
acti v'iti es . The water wh'ich created vegetatì ve bounty i n
agriculture and timber became an amenity for flotillas of canoes,
driftboats, rafts and innertubes. The scenery jtse'lf became prized
as an economi c resource. The v'iew i s val uabl e.

The local ìandscape is changed by national events. It shares a
kinsh'ip with developments in other locaìes, each area of the nation
acting out the same drama with a different cast and set. Nowhere is
thjs more apparent than in changes in modern communication, as peopìe
are linked by invisible waves carried over wires and through the air"
hJith the ra'ilroad came the poìes and lines of the telegraph, part of
the nation's commercial and industrial ìandscape. At the turn of the
century, i nstant communi cati on was democrat'ized as po'les were
planted to carry teìephone lines, signìfying the end of rural
isolation. Rural electrjficatjon in the 1930s brought not onìy
convenience and comfort, but radio and then televjsion, changing
patterns of life for the nation. A recent look at the communications
I andscape reveal s video rental stores i n even the smal I est
commun'ity, and yards adorned with satellite djshes. These monuments
to a new technology share the lawn with other art'ifacts. Here, the
old technoìogy is enshrined with the artifacts of the'ìabors of
grandparentsr day--ol d tractors, pl ows, mi ni ature wi ndmi I I s and
wagon wheel s--as scu'l ptures i n the ancestral gardens of rural
America, memorials to a landscape domesticated.

The landscape is perce'ived d'irectly, but also communicated to
us through other media. Places are known from verbal descript'ions,
the written word, pa'intings, photographs, postcards and maps" These





too are part of our perceptìon, essential components in our own
1 andscape thi nkì ng, as wel I as i nval uabj e source materi al for the
researcher. In an area of relatively recent settlement such as Lane
County these materÍ al s take on a partr'cul ar resonance. 0ne can
converse wjth the children of settlers, touch the first land surveys,
look at'lithographs of the first home to stand on a plot of ground,
or at photographs of the first car to ride over the mountajns. The
immediacy of these artifacts enriches the contemporary ìandscape
experience--one can feel close to the wonder and fears of format'ive
experì ences, to the chal I enge and exci tement of begi nn'i ngs 

"
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INTRODUCTION

I. The Lane County Cultural and Historic Landscape !esources- SURVEY

The rrCul tural and Hi stori c Landscapes of Lane County¡' i s the
summary document of the Lane County Cultural and Hìstoric Landscape
Resources Survey. The survey represents two years of historical
research and fieid inventory conducted 'in 1985 and 1986. The term
rrCul tural Landscape" i s defi ned by the survey i n the broad
understanding of landscape (refered to in the preface) as a social as
wel I as a geographic entity, ihe physical manifestation of the
ínteraction of people and place, the embodjment of culture in the
envj ronment. The reasons for tak'i ng the cul tural 1 andscape
perspectÍve are addressed in the second part of the introduction.

A. Purposes of the Survey

The purposes of the survey relate djrectly to the three
rraudiences" for which the survey has been conducted: fìrst, Lane
County residents interested in historic and cultural resources;
second, Lane County government; and third, the Oregon State Hjstoric
Preservati on Offi ce.

Lane County Residents: The first purpose for conduct'ing
the survey is to provide a comprehensive assessment of the
character and extent of cultural and historic resources
from different perÍods in the history of Lane County. ït
i s expected that the products of the survey wÍ I I be
utilized by many groups and individuals for a variety of
educational and research purposes.

Lane County Government: The second purpose of the survey'is to provide an'information base for policy decisions
regardì ng di recti ons for management of si gnÍ fi cant
cul tural and hì stori c resources i n Lane County. Lane
Countyrs comprehensive p'ìan requires an inventory of
cul tura'l and h'istori c resources prior t,o maki ng any such
dec'i si ons. Some of the poss'ibl e di recti ons for management
are included as a separate chapter in Part IïI of this
document.

The 0regon State Historic Preservatísn Office: The thÍrd
purpose of the survey 'is to expand the Statewide Inventory
of Hi stori c Properti es for Lane County. Thi s offi ce
receives federal grants-in-aid for inventory and p'lanning
grants in the area of historic and cultural resources.

1.

2.

3.
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It could be said that the historic and cultural resources
themselves, the cultural landscapes of Lane County, are a fourth
"cl i ent[ of the survey. Through the j nterest generated and
subsequent actions as a result of the survey, Lhe cultural and
hjstoric resources are gÍven some value in the publîc poìicy decjsion
making process. l¡JÍthout an assessment of the relative value of
h'istoric and cultural resources, there is no means to argue for or
against specific actjons which may affect these resources. The
survey does not jn and of itself guarantee any specific actjons
concern'i ng the resources i denti fi ed and eval uated, rather i t
presents the resul t,s of systemati c research and al ternati ve
approaches to their management.

B. Previous Surveys of Rural Lane County

Since the beginning of Lane Countyrs settlement history,
numerous surveys have occurred for a variety of general historical or
specialized research purposes. In the area of cultural and hlstorjc
resources, it could be saìd that A. H. hlal'lingrs lllustrated History
of Lane CounÇ
in 1884 was the fÍrst attempt at a comprehensive historical survey,

executed jn the characteristically nineteenth century style of
historic ¡'boosterism,r' promoting the scenic and cultural splendors
of Lane County.

More recently, specialized cultural resouree inventories have been
conducted jn the areas of architecture and archeology. In I976,
Stephen Dow Beckham comp'l eted a part'ial i nventory of rural
structures for the Statewide Inventory. From L978 to 1980, Lane
county sponsored additional research and assembled avai lable
materi al s for the rrt/orki ng Paper on H'istori c Resourcesrr ( 1981) ,
prepared as part of Lane Countyrs comprehensive pìanning process.
Both these efforts were partiaì in the sense that all settled rural
lands were not systematically surveyed in the field.

Systematic surveys of architectural and archeological resources
have been comm j ssi oned by the Si usl aw and lr/i I I amette Nati onal
Forests, and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The BLM survey,
Prehistory and History of BLM Lands in West-Central Oregon: A
Cultural Resource Overview (1)'is the most important compilation of
historjc research for the present survey.

C. Area of Survey

The survey area is defined as incìuding all rural Lane County
lands but exclud'ing publicly owned and large pnivately owned forest
lands. This defjnition excludes all'incorporated towns and cities
within their urban growth boundaries. All historicaì1y settled
vaìleys of the county and rural communities are jncluded in the
survey. This represents a total of 1000 square miles or 22% of Lane
County¡s total size (4500 square miles). The square mile is the
principal ljmit of the survey and the field survey inventory forms
are organ'ized by townshì p , range and sect'ion .

Fig" 9a- b
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D. Period of Survey

ïhe perìod of 1846 to 1940 was designated as therrhistonic
perìodrr for the Lane County Survey. The year 1846 was chosen because
during this year, the first settlers arrived in Lane County to stake
their claims, marking the begÍnnr'ng of Lane Countyrs settlement
history. Djscussions of earljer prehistoric aborigina'l or Native
American settlement and ear'ly exploratt'on and fur trad'ing are
j ncl uded to provide context for the di scussjon of settl ement
hjstory. All jdentìfied resources date from the 'late 1840s however.

The close of the perÍod with the year 1940 was chosen for two
reasons: first, a natÍonal standard of approximately fifty years is
customarì'ly used in the designation of rrh'istoric" resources; second,
the Second l¡/orl d ldar and post-war periods mark the advent of
significantly different patterns and forces of historical
development 'in rural Lane County. These port-war developments have
changed the character of the rural landscape more dramatically in the
last forty-six years than in the previous n'inety-four years.

E" Survey Personnel and Organization

The primary survey team comprised six consultants including the
project coordinator, a cultural ìandscape special ist, ôf,
architectural h'istorian, a ìandscape historian, and archeologist,
and a computer app'l i cat'ions speci al í st. The survey supervi sor was an
assì stant p1 anner wi th Lane Countyr s Land l'1anagement Di vi si on .

Twenty-six volunteer research interns and field surveyors
contrjbuted thousands of hours to conduct hÍstorical research, fieìd
surveying and final mapping for the survey.

Durìng the first six months of the survey, general h'istoric
research for the survey area was conducted us'ing the resources
ava'ilable at Lane County government offices, the Univers'ity of
Oregon, and the Lane County Hi storical Museum" The remainíng
eighteen months were spent conductìng the field survey to identify
and I ater eval uate the resources "

F. Final Products of the Survey

The products of the survey include:

1. Fìeld survey maps and aerial photos (scale: 1 inch = 400
feet);

2. Slide files includ'ing over 4,000 color slides documentìng
Lane Countyr s cu'ltural ì andscapes;

3. Historical research files for each indiv'idual landscape;

4. This summary document (Cultural and Historic Landscapes of
Lane County);

I



5. Inventory forms including maps and black and wh'ite photos
for each square mile surveyed.

The origina'l field maps, sl'ide fÍles and research files will be
available to the pubìjc at the Lane County Hjstorical Museum L'ibrary.
Copies of the inventory forms and the summary document will also be
available at the museum as well as at Lane County and the State
Hi storic Preservation 0ffice.

I I . Look'i ng at tu'ìtural Landscapes

In the history of human settlement there have always been
occasÍons for a people to take stock of their present situation by
asking the question: how is it that things came to be the way they
are? From folk histories that begin with the tales of elders for
younger generations to elaborate, political or economic h'istories,
therrtelling'r of history aìways serves the needs of a particular time
and pl ace.

The history of Lane county in western Oregon, beginning with the
exploration and settlement of peop'le of European extraction in the
ear'ly ni neteenth century has been tol d by ear'ly pÍ oneers and by
professional historians. These histories have served a variety of
purposes. The tales and memoirs of pioneers relate the rugged
hardshÍps of coming across the contÍnent and carving out a new
existence to later, more settled generations. The rrprofessional
historiesrrbeginn'ing with la/allingrs tllustrated History of Lane
counÇ 'in 1884 served to document the progress of ci v'i I i zat'ion
through a history of settlement,'industry and soc'ial development.

hJi th other western states, Oregon shares a rel ati vely 'ryoungtrhistory of settlement by non-aboriginal peopìes. Lane county¡srrhistory" spans a very short period oft+o years since the arnival of
the first permanent settlers in 1846. Despite the brev'ity of this
perÍod, Lane County has witnessed substantial historic change during
its settlement history, in terms of both changes in population growth
and relocation, and'in changes to the phys'ical'landscape.

- It js the pace and character of historicaì change that brings a
fresh need to understand the origins, motivations and patterni of
earlier periods of hjstoric settlement. The need for historical
understand'ing in 1986 is much more than merely academ'ic or nostalgìc.
Prior to 1940 and the advent of the Second ldorld lr/ar, Americans were
a more rural and less mobile peopìe. The pace of change could be
accommodated for in the tales of eldens. The'rway things wererrwas
not so different from therrway things arerr. This is not to say that
there was no change; there was indeed change and occasÍonal1y,
dramatic change. However, the patterns and design of change was more
easi 'ly communi cated and understood.

Fol 'lowi ng the Second h/or'ld l,r/ar, the pace of change i n soci al
history and in the physica'l environment accelerated. t¡/'ith the
accel erati on of hi stori cal change i t has become i ncreasi ng'ly
difficult for many to comprehend the patterns and the directions-of



changes to communities and to the environment. It is beyond our
scope to explore all the social and anthropological reasons for the
uniquely American forms of hi storical rruprootedness" " The hl story
of rural 0regon is,'in large part, one chapter in the continuíng saga
of Amerj can uprootedness. Part of the character of modein
uprootedness is the result of the predominantly urban focus of modern
America, supported by mass communication and adverti sing. The
physical extensjon of this urban focus in freeways, suburban sprawl
and the csmmercj al franchi se 'l andscape has become the shared
cultural landscape of the average contemporary American.

The twofold circumstances of rapid historical change Ín post-
war Lane County and the dislocation of people from their past are the
fundamental basis for arrfresh need'r to reevaluate the past of thís
region. Many of the social and land use 'issues dividing peopìe and
communities today are a djrect outgrowth of settlement history and
the physical expression of that hìstory during specific periods.

One result of the circumstances described above is the recent
growth of the hjstorical preservation movement in America. This
movement, spurred by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
has brought on a new generation of 'rprofessional histories". under
the directjon of the National Park Service nearly every state has
conducted surveys to identify and eva'ìuate historic districts,
sites, buildings and objects. The historic preservation movement
has had the posí ti ve effect of encouragi ng pub'l i c j nterest i n
preserving the physical artifacts of the past"

ïo date, most historical and cultural resource surveys have
concentrated on architectural, archeologica'l and other specìalized
resources of historic value. hlhile this effort has fulfilled a need
to protect some historicalìy valuable sites, there are other needs
and problems that have not been adequately met. Historic settlementjs always expressed at a larger scale than individual sjtes. In
rural areas especfaì1y, historic development includes the spatìa1
organ'ization of the Tandscape as a whole" Buildings are ordered jn
clusters, surrounded by patterns of orchards and gardens, fjelds and
woods, and eonnected by roads. All these and other elements orrrcomponentsrr of a cul tural I andscape respond to the natural'landscape in ways that are characterist'ic of a particular h'istorfc
peri od.

By looking at the h'istorical patterns that connect jndjvídual
sites at the ìandscape scale, ìnsights concerning the history of an
area are available where they may not be when simply looking at
indiv'idual sites. In 1984, a method for Ídent'ifyÍng cultural
ìandscape resources was pub'lished by the National Park Service.(2)
This method was adapted for the survey of Lane County's cultural and
historic resources and is detailed in the'last part of this document.
The app'l 'icati on of thi s method to Lane county i s the f i rst such
applicat'ion on a county-wide basis 'in the country and the first
app'licat'ion outside the Park Service. As such, it is both a
pioneering and a model study.
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The reasons for choosjng to look at entire ìandscapes as well as
the spec'ific sites are several. First, the complex physÍography of
Lane County has had decisive impacts on the character of hjstoric
settlement. Second, the range of hjstoric settlement features st'ill
extant i n the contemporary rural 'l andscape presents a cul tural
ri chness that archi tecture al one does not. Th'i rd, 'l ook'ing at
ìandscapes chalìenges the observer to include a certajn dynamics of
landscape ehange as part of every historjc landscape. Roads and
field patterns shift; orchards and p'lanted trees or hedgerows grow
old and die; new settlement bu'ilds on or changes earlier patterns.
Even bu'iìdings change their function or are repìaced. This makes the
task of identjfy'ing and evaìuating h'istoric landscape resources
inherent'ly more comp'lex than decidìng whether a s'ingle resource
possesses historic integrity. In fact, it is pointless to try to
find arrhistoric landscape" in a pure sense. By nature, landscapes
change. However, the patterns and even the components of historic
settlement can and often do persist, gu'iding the course of change"

Let us take an exampìe. Imagine a Lane County va11ey, an open
grassland watered by a stream and bordered by dense wooded hills. It
could be almost anywhere in central Lane County. To th'is vaìley
comes a family that crossed the plains from the midwest in the late
1840s. They file a clajm of 320 acres and soon relatives fol'low,
takÍng adjacent claims, and buÍ'ld'ing the first primitive cabins.
Being knowledgeabìe about the kinds of soils needed to farm and the
dangers of lower, fìood'ing ground, aìl the first farmsteads are sited
on terraces above the vaì'ley floor, on the edge of an old grove of
0regon white oak or fir trees. Paths connecting th.e homes become
primit'ive wagon roads. As more settlers arrive in adjacent vaì1eys,
the traffic a'long the road increases. Rail fences are built to
enclôse plantings of grains and vegetabìes. 0rchards are planted"
Fjrst barns are built to house livestock and store gra'in. The first
"real lumber" houses are built. Fields are fenced along claÍm
boundaries. As the traffjc increases, the road through the val'ley
may be moved to the edge of the claim to keep from havÍng to
continually open and close field gates. Ten years after the val'ley
was first settled, a local stage service connects this vaììey to
other valìeys in Lane County using the barn on the first claÍm for a
ì'ivery stable to change horses. Soon, a b'lacksmith shop is built and
a post office is estab'lished in the home of the first settlers. 0n
part of the'ir c'laim they erect a sÍmpìe, one room school . Being a
fair distance from the nearest town, a small store near the stage
stop or "tavern" beg'ins to serve valìey residents and travelers.

As the first settlers in the vaì'ley grow old or move on, the
trees they p'lanted grow ta1'ler, 'larger orchards bear fru'it and their
children grow up. The children of the pîoneers may divide the
originaì claim, cont'inuing to farm but on a ìarger scale, and
building new and larger homes along the same road through the valìey.
The arri val of ri ver steamboats on the l¡/Í I I amette i n the I ate 1850s
and the railroad through central Lane County jn I87I, allows farms to
prosper through the export of grain to distant markets. New horse-
powered and then steam-powered grain comb'ines and threshers require
ìarger barns. These are bujlt adjacent to or repìace earlier homes
and other farm bujìdings are added as the farms expand their crops to
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'include hops and other ljvestock. By the last quarter of the
nineteenth century, the valley has been settled for nearly a

generation and there is a lively rural community still centered
around the earliest claims. From the valley floor forests of o'ld
growth firs are still visible, extending into the distant hills.

Soon, all th'is changes with the arrival sf the railroad to the
va'l'ley thirty-five years after the pioneers erected thejr claim
cabjns. Railroad crews of new ethnic grouPs, Scandinavian or Chinese
perhaps, set up camp in the valley and the rail bed is constructed on

the other side of the valley. Logging in the hjlls above the valley
bri ngs more peop'le to new towns that spri ng up overn'ight aì ong the
road near the ra'i l road and a mi l l 'i s bu'i l t.

l¡/ith the railroad comes greater accessibility to markets for
crops and, now that the market for grain is no'longer there, farms
begin bujld'ing new dajry barns and send the cream out of the valley
by rai I . Val I ey residents work to 'improve thei r rrmarket road" and
build a covered bridge over the stream. Soon, the first autos bump

along the road that used to see only stage and wagon traffic. By the
early twentieth century, the va'l'ley has a community church, cemetery
and grange. The old farmsteads are where they a'lways were, with newer
ones jn between. The older pìaces are distinguished by the 'larger

map'les and walnut trees near the houses and old orchards behind the
farmsteads. New agricu'ltural products are reflected ín a rich
texture of orchards and fields of crops, hay and pasture in the
val I ey.

By the 1920s, the hills around the val'ley are logged bare and
annual fìoodjng brìngs s'ilt as welI as logs down from the h'ilIs. As
the Great Depression begìns in t929, some of the o'lder farms are
abandoned and the land seems less fertile than the old-timers
remembered. The road through the val 'l ey ì s paved, though st'i I I i n
the same location. After the depression, wage laborers in nearby
mills bu'ild houses on small parce'ls of former claims. Some of the
newcomers start their own smaller dairy farms

Throughout the process of settling the valley, the patterns of
the road, fields and farmsteads remain from the first perÍod of
settlement. In some p'laces, homes or barns are gone but the trees,
old orchards and hedgerows sti I I grow. As the Second World l¡/ar

begi ns, thi s Lane County va'l'ley retai ns the overal l spati a'l
organ'ization established by the earìy settlers, wìth many components
still intact. The addition of the railroad, mill town, dairy farms
and rural residences are layers of later historic periods wh'ich fjt
'into the earlier structure of the valleyrs cultural landscape.

From this'idealized example of the development of a rural Lane
County valley taken from the results of the survey, there are two
I evel s of observati on that meri t attenti on . One I evel i s the
historical research which 'ìeads to the identification of important
themes 'in development of the va1 ley (agrìculture, transportation,
ìogging, community, etc.) These themes are evaluated within broader
historic perÍods in which one theme may be dominant among the others
( such as I oggi ng vs. agri cul ture) .
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The second level i s the identj fication of physical I andscape
components related to the themes (i.e" farm buildings, fields, and
orchards for agri cu'ì ture). These components are physì caì
expressì ons of hi stori c themes " In combi natj on, they form
settlement patterns on the ìandscape scale.,

The two level s of research and observation yield an
understand'ing of cultural ìandscapes where specÍfic historic themes
within historic períods fjnd their expression 'in settlcment patterns
made up of individual but înterrelated ìandscape eomponents. In
summary, the settlement patterns that comprise cultural landscapes
reveal 'informatjon about social history as well as having a phys'ical ,
geograph'ic expression. The historic themes, historic periods,
'l andscape components and settl ement patterns of Lane Countyr s

cultural ìandscapes wìll be the subiect of later chapters.

III. Organization and Use of thjs Document

The "Cul tural and Hi stori c Landscapes of Lane Countyil j s
designed to both provide a contextual historical and methodo'logica'l
baekground for the inventory as well as evaluatjons of resources for
each cultural ìandscape. The 'individual inventory forms for each
cultural landscape indicate spec'ific resources identified by the
survey. These resources are interpreted for both their histsric
s'ignificance and integrity'in th'is document.

The document,'is divided Ínto four distinct parts"

Part One: Historical Background begins with the summary
findings of the survey and prov'ides an overview in the areas of
environmental context of the survey, the prehistory and h'istory of
Lane County. A final chapter describes the ten components of
cultural landscapes found across the county.

Part Two: Historical Landscape Periods And Themes explores
the character of historic settlement through settlement patterns
reflecting three broad and overlapping h'istoric landscape periods.
A separate chapter on Lane County's rural architectural heritage is
i ncl uded.

Part Three: The Cultural Landscapes Of Lane County presents
a historical summary and evaluation of h'istoric resources for each
cultural 'landscape of Lane County. These summaries are
i nterpretati ons of the resources i denti fi ed on the i ndi vi dual
inventory forms.

Part Four: Methodology contains chapters describr'ng the method
for the f ield survey and eva'ìuat1on criteria appì ied throughout the
survey. The computer app'lications of surveys of thjs type are
detailed'in this part.

0n the following pages are a sample survey map for one square
mjle and accompanying photo documentation. The map form identifies
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the cultural landscape and the township, range and section 'location
of the map. Site numbers I ocate the photos on fo'l 'lowi ng pages.
ltJhile the site numbers are continuous for the entire survey area,
sheet numbers are continuous for each cultural'landscape. The
relevant landscape component(s), historic theme(s) and period(s) of
historic s'ignificance are noted on these forms.
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SUMMARY FINDINGS

I . Hi stori c Landscape Peri ods

The historical research and field work of the Lane County Survey
led to identification of three major hi storic landscape periods
during the historic period of the survey (18a6-1940). These historic
I andscape peri ods are the agrari an 'l andscape ( 1846-1940) , the
industrialÍzed ìandscape (1870-1940), and the ìandscape of commerce
(1890-1940). From each period cultural and historÍc resources are
related to hìstoric themes of:

A. Agriculture
B. Loggìng, Mining and Fishìng
C. Transportati on
D . Commun'i ti es
E. Federal Act'ions Relat'ing to Settlement Patterns

These themes occur during a1'l three 'landscape periods but they
are characteri st'ica'lìy dif ferent for each period. The periods
over'lap because the themes of earlier periods started earlier or
¡Íersisted longer in some areas of Lane County.

I i . Cul tural Landscape Areas

The Lane County survey identified ten cultural 'landscape areas
in which the combination of cultural history'and physìca1 geography
result in qual itatively d'istinct areas. In genera'l , the survey found
that where there are significant physiographic boundaries (mountains
or rivers), there are correspondÍng1y signì ficant cultura'l and
historic differences. The boundaries and cultural and historic
resources of each cultural'landscape area are the subject of later
chapters. The ten areas from west to east are:

A. The Coast
B. Siuslaw R'iver
C. Lake Creek
D. East Valley of the Coast Range
E. Territorial Road Corridor
F. Upper h/illamette Va'l'ley
G. Coast Fork(of the I¡/i I lamette River)
H. Mohawk Ri ver Val I ey
I. McKenzi e River Val I ey
J. Middle Fork(of the l¡/illamette River)
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ïiI. Cul tural Landscape Resources Identi fied

The Lane County Survey jdentifjed ten distinct but interrelated
kinds of cultural ìandscape resources or rrcomponentsrr of the larger
cultural landscape areas. These resources were evaluated by tne
survey team for their h'istorical sr'gnîficance and physical
integrity. The ten components (described in detail in ehapter IV)
are:
A. Historic patterns of spatial organjzation
B. Historic land uses and activities
C. The response to natural features of built

( I andscape structure)

elements of the'landscape

D. Trails, roads, railroads and other circulation networks
E. Donatíon land cla'im boundaries and other historic boundary

demarcati on s
F. Orchards, ornamental p'lantings and other vegetation related to

land use
G. Clusters of buildings'in rural communitjes, centers and

farmsteads
H. Residences and jndividual farm buildings, industrial and

eommercial struetures, bridges, canals and dra.inage
features

I. Small scale elements such as isolated gr.aves, farm or logging
machi nery

J. Historic views and other perceptua'l qualities

IV. Summary Findings of Significant Rural Hrstoric sites and
Potential Di stricts

A total of 7,756 sites wÍth cultural and historic'randscape
components were identified in all cultural 'landscape areas over atotal survey area of 1,000 square mjles. All ten 'landscape
components are found among these sl'tes although there are more
structures than any other component.

Twenty-one potential rural historic districts were identified
in nine cultural 'landscapes. Nine of these are considered primary
candidates for multiple property historic resource des'ignat.ion at
county, state or federaì I evel s. These ni ne areas and rel ated
periods are:

A. Map'leton Ri verf ront Commerc'ial Di strict as a un'ique crossroads
community historicaì'ly oriented to the river durÍng the
'i ndustri al i zed I andscape and I andscape of commerce peri ods ( Sj usl aw
River Cultural Landscape Area).

B. The Bl achly/Horton/Tri ang'l e Lake Area as a dai ry farmi ng
landscape of the agrarian landscape perÍod in the coast Range (Lakã
Creek Cultural Landscape Area).

C. The Hale Val'ley as the western-most donation land cla'im area of
lttq agrarian landscape period (Eastern valleys of the coast Range
Cultural Landscape Area).
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D. The Coyote Creek Area as the donation land claìm settled area
with the most physical integrity from the agrarian landscape period
jn Lane County (Territorial Road Corridor Cultural Landscape Area).

E. Lorane Area as the rural crossroads communjty w'ith the greatest
physicá1 Íntegrity compared to other earìy rural centers of the
agrarian landscape period in Lane County (Territorial Road Corridor
Cultural Landscape Area).

F. River Road/Dane Lane Area as the ethn'ically based agricultural
communìty and agrìcultural landscape with the greatest physìcaì
integrity from the 'landscape of commerce period of divers'ified
farmi ng (Upper l¡/i'll amette Val I ey Cul tural Landscape Area) .

G. Cottage Grove Area as the agricultural ìandscape with the
countyr s greatest concentratj on of cul tural 1 andscape components
from the agrarian 'landscape period (Coast Fork Cultural Landscape
Area).

H. Blue River/Ra'inbow/McKenz'ie Bridge Area as a n'ineteenth century
mining resort area w'ith landscape components from the period of the
industrial ized landscape (McKenzie River Val ley Cultural Landscape
Area).

I . The Lower Mi ddl e Fork,/Lost Creek Area al so boasts a h'igh
concentration of cultural landscape components from the agrarian
landscape period and has the distinction of being the first area
settled for agrìcultural purposes in Lane County (M'iddle Fork
Cultural Landscape Area).

Other areas with varying degrees of potentÍal as rural historic
di stri cts are:

1 . Lower North Fork Val I ey ( S'i usl aw Rì ver)
2. Acme/Cushman Area (Siuslaw R'iver)
3. Noti/Vaughn Area (Eastern Valleys of the Coast Range)
4. Poodle Creek Valley (Eastern Va'lleys)
5. Ferguson Creek Valley (Territorial Road Corridor)
6. Franklin Area (Territorial Road Corridor)
7 . Coburg Area (Upper l¡/i I I amette Va'l ì ey)
8. Cloverdale Area (Coast Fork)
9. London Area (Coast Fork)
10. Marcol a Area (Mohawk Va'l 'ley)
11. Leaburg/Vida Area (McKenzie R'iver Valley)
L2. V'/estf i r/Hi gh Prai r j e Area (l'liddl e Fork)

All twenty-one areas are discussed in greater detail in Part
III, the Cultural Landscapes of Lane County.
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CHAPTER I

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT

I . ï ntroduct'ion

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the env'ironmental
context for the cultural ìandscapes of Lane County. Descript'ions of
the envi ronmental context i ncl udes a general di scussj on of the
phys'iography (physicaì geography), cl imate, and vegetation found 'in

different areas of Lane County.

The settl ement patterns and I and-use practìces of both
preh'istoric peoples and historic Euro-American popu'latjons in Lane
County were strongly influenced and conditioned by the particular
e haracteri st'ics of thi s reg'ionrs envi ronment.

Portions of three physÍographic provìnces are found wjthin the
county: the Coast Range on the west, the t¡/i I I amette Val I ey 'i n the
central port'ion of the county, and the Cascade Range on the east.
The vari abl e nature of the topography, hydroì ogy, cl i mate, and
vegetation in these physiographic provinces has 'influenced
settlement, patterns in a variety of specÍfic ways. A summary of the
physical environment js therefore provided as a context for the more
detailed descrìptìon'in later chapters of the ways in which peopìe
have responded to these differences in natural environment.

Frg. 14

II. Coast Range

The Coast Range jn western Lane County is made up predominantìy
of mari ne sed'imentary rocks depos'ited duri ng the early Eocene. Al so Êt-
present are vo'lcanic, pyroclastic, and 'intrusÍve Ígneous rocks of ' 'Y'
mjddle Eocene age.(1) The genera'l crestline alt'itude of the Coast
Range is about 1,500 feet above sea leveì, with Maryrs Peak (3,460
feet) being the highest jn the range. A narrow coastal p'laìn extends
along the Pacific Coast. Headlands of resistant basalt, laid down p,-
duriñg the M'icene Period, occur on the north coast of Lane County. rry'
South of Heceta Head, however, extensive sand dunes are present along E,ã
the coast as far south as Coos Bay. Just inland from the dunes are "s'
several lakes at the western base of the Coast Range. These E,-
phys'iographi c di f ferences create a cl ear d'ist'incti on between the ' 'so

north and south coast in Lane County.

The Coast Range is drained by streams flowing westward into the
Paci fj c 0cean and streams fì owi ng eastward i nto the 1rli I I amette
Va11ey. The Siuslaw River js by far the ìargest westward-fìowing
stream ìn Lane County, draining the ìarger part of the Coast Range.
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Although the mountajns of this range are not high in comparison wjth
the Cascade Range, they are steep and the river va'l'leys are narrow.
The comp'lex physÍography of the Coast Range resul ts 'in narrow,
winding val'leys isolated from each other, from the coast, and from
the the jnterior valleys of the county.

The Si usl aw watershed i s composed of two major tributary
systems that meet several miles above the head of tjdewater more than
fifteen m'iles from the ocean. Lake Creek and its tributaries
(Greenleaf and Deadwood creeks beìng the prîncipaì ones) draín the
northern half of the coast range. Here, the wjdest interior coast
range vaì'leys are found above Triangle Lake along upper Lake Creek.
The southern half of the,Coast Range dra'ins into the main fork of the
S'iusl aw, and here the val'leys are parti cul arly narrow and the river
especially sinuous. Principal creeks are ltJolf, l¡/i'ldcat, Indian, and
Sweet creeks.

From the head of tidewater, the Siuslaw R'iver js wide and flows
sìow'ly to a shallow estuary near its confluence with the North Fork
of the Siuslaw. The North Fork'is a much shorter stream drajning the
first ridges'inland from the coast and waterìng a fìat, narrow valìey
for ten miles from its confulence with the main fork.

The annual precipitation ranges from 60 to 90'inches along the
immediate coast, but increases inland to as much as 200 inehes along
the summit of the Coast Range. Approximately 80% of the annual
precÍpitation occurs as raìn during the period from October through
March. The normal annual snowfall varies from a trace near the coast
to several feet in the higher elevations, where'it generally does not
remain for more than a few days.

Mean monthly temperatures in the Coast Range vary between 40F
and 60F. Temperatures are generaìly milder on the immedjate coast
than inland, with warmer winters and sl ightly cooler summers. hlinter
temperatures are mi1d, seldom reach'ing 25F even Ín the mountains.
Summer temperatures are cool in the fog be1t, but are fairly high
farther inland. Even there, however, temperatures above 100F are
rare"(2) The fog belt usualìy extends several miles'inland during the
mainly clear summer weather.

The Coast Range js one of the most densely forested regions in
North America. The high annual ra'infall and mild winters form an
envi ronment extremeìy favorabl e for forest devel opment. Two
prÍncìpaì vegetation zones are recognized in the Coast Range. Aìong
the jmmediate coast ìs the Sjtka spruce zone whjch is generaìly only
a few miles jn width, except where it extends up river vaììeys.
Other tree specjes in thjs zone include western hemlock, weste'rn red
cedar, douglas fir, and grand fir. Above the coastal forest zone, at
elevat'ions ranging from 500 to 3,000 feet, is the western hemlock
zone, the most extensive forest zone in western 0regon. Other major
tree species found jn this zone include dougìas fir, western red
cedar, and grand fir. The western hemlock zone is split by the
h/illamette Valìey into two segments, as it occurs in both the Coast
and Cascade Ranges. (3)
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The Coast Range then, is a major landscape barrier between the
Paci fic 0cean and the i nterior va'l ì eys. Besjdes the vi rtual 1y
'impenetrable vegetat'ion, there is l'ittle flat ground. !r/here there is
level ground, however, the sojls are deep and fertile. The mild
cl imate of the Coast Range 'is due to the warmÍ ng 'inf I uence of the
ocean currents and low pressure winter storms. The same weather
systems, however, brìng steady and often winter-long raìns.

III. The l¡Jillamette Valley

The hli I I amette Val'ley i s a structural depressi on bordered on i

the west by the sed'imentary and volcanic rock of Eocene age
compri si ng the Coast Range. In the Ca'lapooya Mounta'ins at the
southern end of the valley, these Eocene rock formations probabìy
extend under alluvial deposits to the margin of the Cascade Range.(4)
The Cascade Range foothills along the eastern side of the valley are
predomÍnantìy Columbja River basalts of Miocene age.(5) Similar ?,_
earìy Miocene basalt flows occur in the Eugene area in thã form of l-tg" zg

the Coburg H'ills.(6) In the immediate v'ic'inity of Eugene and
SpringfÍeld are several small volcanjc buttes rising from the vaiìey
to heights between several hundred feet and 2,000 feet" Sk'inners,
Spencers and Keì1y buttes, and Mt. Pisgah are among the most
prominent. The floor of the fr/i'llamette Valley is a broad alluvial
plain as much as thirty miles wide covered by thick gravel, sand, and
si 1 t deposi ts of Pl j ocene-Pl e'i stocene age , deposr'ted duri ng vari ous
stages of al luviation by the t,r/i I lamette R'iver and 'its tributarjes.
Before the impìementation of flood control measures, much of the
valìey floor was subject to inundation by annual spring freshets jn
the tributary streams of the hliIIamette Basin.

The príncipa'l hydro'log'ical feature is the ttl'illamette River¡ Fra ,,
wh.ichhasalengthofabout200milesfromtheCoastandMiddleFork
confluence near Eugene to where r't empties into the Columbia Rìver at
Portl and. The f I oor of the ï¡l'i I I amette val I ey has a very gentl e,
north-facing slope; elevation increases gradualìy from 500 feet near
Salem to 600 feet near Eugene. As a resuìt, the t¡lillamette River is
a sl uggi sh stream wi th many meanders, espec'ia'l ìy a'ìong the secti on
north of Eugene.(7) l¡Jjthin Lane County, the principal trr'butaries of
the hJjllamette Rjver are the Long Tom River, or'îginating in the Coast
Range, the Coast Fork and Middl e Fork of the 1¡/i'l I amette, and the
McKenzi e R'iver', the I atter three ori gi natì ng i n the Cascade Range.

The tributaries of the l,/illamette join to become the main fork
of the l¿/illamette River in the geographic center of the county at the
head of the lrii I I amette Va'l 

'ley. South of th j s area, the Coast Fork
waters the w'ider of the tri butary val I eys f or nearìy twenty m'i I es
unt'il reachìng the foothills of the Caìapooya Mounta'ins. These
mounta j ns are a transverse range ( al 'igned east,/west 'instead of
north/south) 1 Í nki ng the Coast and Cascade Ranges i n conti nuous
mountains and dividing the t¡/Íllamette and Umpqua draìnage basins.

The floor of the ldillamette Vaìley lies within the rain shadow
of the Coast Range. As a resuìt, the valley floor is characterized
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FIg. 17

I'li llamette Basin tli ldl ife
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by lower annual precipitation, vary'ing from 40 to 50 jnches. About
70% of the annual precipìtation norma'lly falls as rain during the
five months from November through March, wh'ile only 1% occurs during
each of the two mjdsummer months of July and August.(8)

Both annual and di urnal temperature ranges i n t,he l¡li I I amette
Val I ey are re'lat'ively smal I . Mean annual temperatures i n Eugene
r.ange between 40F and 66F, with the variatjon between average minimum
and maxìmums ranging from 32F in January to 81F in July. The highest
recorded temperature in Lane County was 110F at Oakridge and the
'lowest was -7F at Cottage Grove. ( 9)

Vegetation on the valley floor consìsts of oak woodlands,
pra'irie grasslands, and riparian forests bordered at higher
elevations by conìferous forests. This vegetational mosaic occursjn the lowlands where 'it is too warm and dry for tree species such as
western hemlock which is found on the adjacent mountain slopes of the
Coast and Cascade Ranges. The open praìrie and oak stands on the
valley floor were more extensive Ín prehistoric tjmes, as they were
majntained by annual fires set by the aborjginal inhabitants as a
means of vegetat'ion and game management.(10)

IV. Cascade Range

The Cascade Range 'in eastern Lane County consìsts of two
divisions: the High Cascades, ìocated ìmmediateìy adjacent to the
crest of mountains which vary f rom 4,000 to over 10,000 feet above
sea level; and the western Cascades, which comprìse the lower sìopes
of the Cascade Range, varyr'ng from 900 to 5,000 feet above sea level.
These two divisions of the Cascade Range have somewhat different
geological characteristics and histories.

The ldestern Cascades are composed of older tertiary basalt
flows, breccias, tuffs, and intrusjve rocks of late Eocene to late
Miocene age.In contrast, in the High Cascades the older rock
formations have been covered by more recent Pliocene-Pleistocene
lava flows.(11) Some of these lava flows are very young. For
example, the lava dam which flowed across a portion of the McKenzie
River draìnage and formed Clear Lake was created as recent'ly as 3,000
years ago"(12) The lava flows in the High Cascades are composed of
basalts and andesites which form a gently slop'ing high plateau whichjs occas'iona1'ly interrupted by dormant volcanic peaks, such as the
Three Sisters ìn Lane County (10,047 to 10,358 feet), Mt. Jefferson
(i0,497 feet), Mt. Hood (It,245 feet) to the north, and Diamond Peak
to the south.

Glacial ice covered the High Cascades at least once in late
Pleistocene times, and evidence of multìp1e glaciations was reported'in some areas, notab'ly i n the cal dera wal I s surroundì ng Crater
Lake"(13) Glacial deposits are widely distribut,ed throughout the
l¡/estern Cascades, most occurri ng i n the vaì l eys of major streams,
such as the McKenzie River.(14)

Flg" 25
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Bedrock in the Hìgh cascades is often obscured by deposits of
pumìce and ash from past volcanic eruptions. The most extensjve of
these depositions resulted from the eruptjon of Mount Mazama at the
present site of Crater Lake. This clìmactic event has been firmly
dated by a 'large number of radì ocarbon determi nat j ons as hav.ing
occurred about 6850 years ago.(15) in general, the t¡lestern Cascades
were not appreciab]y affected by this re'latively recent volcanic
activity as most of the lighter volcanic ash produced by the Mount
Mazama. eruption was distributed eastward by prevailing wÍnds blow.ing
from the west.

The uplands of the cascade Range have been deeply dissected by
westward f'lowing streams, most of whjch originate in the High
Cascades. Three of four sub-basins of the Upper tdjllamette Rivãr
drainage system originate in the Cascades: the Coast Fork and Middle
Fork of the hlillamette R'iver and the McKenzie R'iver. These streams
consti tute the major headwaters of the l¡lì I I amette Ri ver, the
principal hydrological feature in Lane County.

The three major river val'ley systems of the McKenzie, Midd're,
and Coast Forks of the ldillamette are wide]y separated by steep and
forested mountains. In contrast to the coast Range, the glaciat'ion
of parts of these val'leys resulted jn wider river terraces-, even far
up_the rivers. In another area of contrast, the cascade Range
va]l eys are more di rect and I ess wi ndi ng than coast Range val'leys.
Mature o'ld growth f orests al so were rel ati ve'ly f ree of underbrush.
These characteristics al'l contribute to make the Cascades a more
passab'l e range, even though much hi gher than the coast Range.
However, the steepness of the terrain did constitute a significant'l andscape barri er.

Three main vegetation zones are found on the western slopes of
the Ca scade Range . ImmedÍ ate'ly above the f I oor of the l¡rl'i I I amette
Valìey is the western hemlock zone. Th'is zone occurs at elevatjons
between 450 and 3,000 feet, and is similar in composition to the
western hemlock zone in the coast Range. Between 3,000 and 4,500
feet is the Pacific sìlver fir zone; other major species in this zone
include western hemlock, noble fir, dougìas fir, western red cedar,
and western whìte pine. Fìnal1y, the mountain hemlock zone is the
highest forested zone aìong the western slopes and crest of the
cascade Range. Genera'l1y occurring between 5,000 and 6,000 feet,
this zone also includes subalpine fir and 1odgepole pine.(16)

The ri ver val 'leys cutt'i ng east and west through the cascade
Range al I have wide I'del tasr¡ where the al I uvia'l deposìts have fanned
out creat'ing ìevel terraces through which the forks of the h/illamette
and the McKenzie River meander until their confluences.

V. Summary

The mountain and valley landscapes found within these three
physìographic provinces (the Coast Range, t¡Jjllamette Valley and
cascade Range) have marked differences in topography, climate, flora
and fauna. These characteristic physical differences contributed to
cul tural di sti ncti ons between areas of the county j n both
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descri bed 'in fo'ì ì owì ng chapters, I eadi ng
ten cultural landscapes jn Lane County.
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CHAPTER I I

THE PREH ISTORIC CONTEXT

I. IntroductÍon

A'lthough the historic period of t,he survey begins with the first
permanent Euro-ameri can settl ement i n the 1840s , there are
signìficant ways in which the settlement patterns of the historic
period were influenced by aboriginal or IndÍan settlement during
both prehistoric (before 1750) and early hjstoric (1750 to 1840)
tjmes. The fol'ìowi ng summary of the preh'istoric context exami nes the
character of prehistoric settlement and its impacts on later white
settlement. The survey did not include any new archaeolog'ica1 or
anthropoìogicaì research. Exj stíng I Íterature on these subiects was
revjewed for particular relationshÍps between historic and
preh'istoric cultural landscape patterns Ín the different areas of
Lane County where Indian settlement was known to have occurred.

For more than a half-century, archaeologìsts have been study'ing
the evidence left behind by preh'istoric peoples in the l¡/jllamette
Vaììey and adjacent areas (for a review of regional archaeology, see
Minor and Topel 1981). Most of this research has been carried out by
the Unìversity of Oregon, and as a result, many of the sites
jnvestigated are located in proximity to the unìversity jn central
and eastern Lane County. In contrast, reìat'ive1y few archaeìogical
invest'igations have been conducted along the adiacent 0regon coast"
A report describing the 6,000 year occupation of the Flanagan site
near Eugene (1) contajns the most recent synthesis of regional
prehistory, which ís generally d'iscussed in terms of five periods.

II. The Paleo-Indìan Period

The earl i est evidence of human occupati on j n thi s reg'i on,
ass'igned to the ìargeìy hypotheticaì Paleo-Indian Period, occurs'in
the form of single examp'les of Clovis and Folsom fluted projectiìe
points.(2) Aìthough not directly dated, these finds are generaì1y
presumed to have roughly the same t'ime range as f I uted po'i nts
elsewhere in North America, which date from 9500 to 8000 BC.

III. Early Arqhq_!c Period

The earliest radiocarbon dated archaeological remains in the
l¡Jillamette Valley are from the Ear'ly Archa'ic Period (6000-4000 BC).
The ha'llmark artjfact of this period is the leaf-shaped projectile
point. For the most part, evidence of occupation during this perìod

FIg" 26
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Ís represented only at s'ites in the Cascades. These include Cascadia
Cave on the South Santìam River, whìch y'ielded a radjocarbon date of
5960 BC (3), and Baby Rock Shelter near 0akridge, where cultural
remains were found below 6850-year-old volcanjc ash from the
eruptÍon of Mount Mazama.(4)

Evjdence of Earìy Archaic occupation on the l,ljl lamette River
f lood plain 'is I imited largely to f inds of leaf-shaped projecti'le
points. The only radiocarbon dated ev'idence of occupation on the
valley floor during the Early Archaic was found at the Hannavan Creek
sjte near Fern Ridge Reservoir, where a camas oven containing
hundreds of wel'l-preserved bulbs produced a rad'iocarbon date of 5800
Bc.(5)

Evidence of occupation duri ng the Early Archa'ic has recent'ly
been found at Tahkenìtch Landing on the west shore of Tahkenit,ch Lake
on the central Oregon coast. Radiocarbon dates of 6010 BC and 4930
BC have been obtained from the lowest levels of this site. At this
t'ime, Tahkenitch Lake was an open coastal estuary.

IV. Middle Archaic PerÍod

The Middle Archaic Period (4000 BC-AD 0)'is characterized by
stemmed, broad-necked projectjle points, which are assumed to have
been used wjth the atlatl and dart weapon system. Use of Cascadìa
Cave (6), Baby Rock Shelter (7), and other upland sites continued
and, for the first time, evidence of occupation on the valley floor
became common as native peopl es began exp'lo'itÍ ng more heav'iìy the
vegetaì resources ava'il abl e. The earl'iest dated use of acorns i n
this region is documented at Luckiamute Hearth which yielded a
radi ocarbon date of 3300 BC " (8) Camas was al so an important
subsjstence Ítem during this period, as indicated by the presence of
charred camas bul bs and associ ated ovens whi ch have produced
radÍocarbon dates of 1280 BC at, the Flanagan site (9),370 BC at the
Beniamin si te ( 10) , and 95 BC at the Li ngo s'ite. ( li)

OccupatÍon during the Mjddle Archaic continued at Tahkenitch
Landing on the 0regon coast. Durjng this period a dense shell m'idden
was deposited by the siters inhabitants. Four radiocarbons dates
rang'ing f rom 1200 BC to 3150 BC are avai I abl e f rom th'is component of
the site.(12)

V. The Late Archa'ic Period

The Late Archaic Period (AD 0-1750) was characterized by small
projecti'l e poi nts w'ith narrow neck-wi dths , generaì 'ly assumed to have
been used with the bow and arrow. By late archaic times, d'istìnct
differences exs'ited jn artifacts from sites'in different parts of the
lr/i I I amette Vaì I ey. Th'is si tuati on presumabìy ref I ects the
devel opment of the cul tural subareas whi ch exi sted i n the l¡/i I I amette
Va'l'ley at the t'ime of hj storic contact.
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fn. rost important upland sjtes are Rjgdon's Horse Pasture Cave
near 0akridge ( 13), and the Indian Ridge site near McKenzje
Bridge.(14) Maior sites on the floor of the upper l,rljllamette Va]ley'include the Hurd sìte (15), the Benjamin sites (16), the Lingo site
( 17) , the Lynch si te ( 18) and the Fl anagan s'ite " ( 19)

There is evidence of increased contacts with native peop'les
o.utsjde the h/illamette Valley during the Late Archaic. This evidence
occurs both in the form of projectile point types more commonly found
outside theregion and in the presence of marine shell artìfacts such
as beads and pendants. The greatest evidence of extra-va1 ìey
contacts occurs 'in the middle and lower l¡/illamette Val ley,
suggesti ng that contact wi th other nati ve groups took pì ace
primari'ly to the north a'long the Columbia River.

By Late Archa'ic times use of the Tahkenitch Land'ing sjte was
apparently intermìttent, as by this time sand dunes had blocked the
outlet and the coastal estuary had become a freshwater lake. Late
Archaic occupation is represented at a number of shell middens a]ong
the Oregon coast, however, incìuding the Neptune site on the northern
Lane County coast. A rad'iocarbon date of AD 1630 indicates that use
of the Neptune site occurred withjn a few hundred years before
hi storic contact.(20)

VI. The Early Historic Period

ïhe Earìy Historjc Period (AD 1750-1855) extends from the time
of hi storic contact to the removal of the native peoples to
reservations after 1855, when treaties were s'igned between the
nat'ive peop'les of the regìon and the federal government. sites
dating to this period contain items of Euro-American manufacture,
such as copper ornaments and bracel.ets, glass trade beads, and iron
knives. Relatjve]y few archaelogical sites are known to have been
occupied during this time, a situation undoubtedly due to the
decjmation of the native population as a result of the introduction
of European diseases.

The nat'ive peop'les inhabit'ing Lane County in the late 1700s
i ncl uded three separate cul tural -'l i ngu'istic groups, whose
territories c'loseìy correspond with the three major physiographic
provinces found in the regÍon. The coastal margin was occupied by
the Sjuslaw, the h,illamette Valley by the Kalapuya, and the Cascades
by the Molala peopìes. The Siuslaw and Kalapuya spoke 'languages

which have been identified by ìinguists as belonging to a single
language group known as Penutjan. The Molala language is an isolated
'l anguage, havi ng no cl ose rel ati onshi p to any surv'ivi ng ì anguage ,
though it is thought to have been related to Penutian. The presence
of three perhaps distantly related Penutjan language groups in west-
central Oregon suggests that Penutian-speakers have been in the
region for several thousands of years. 0f these groups, reìativeìy
more'is known about the Kalapuya than the Siuslaw and Molala (for a
detailed review of regionaì ethnography, see Toepel and Beckham
1e81 ) .
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VII. The Kal apuya

Ka'lapuya territory consisted of the floor of the llJillamette
Vaì'ley. The Kaìapuya spoke a number of dialects whÍch fall into three
mutuaì1y unintelligible languages: Tualatin-Yamhiì1, spoken by the
northern-most groups; Santi am-McKenzi e, spoken by groups .i n the
central vaì 'l ey; and Yoncal 'la, spoken by groups i n the upper
val I ey .(21)

The Ka'l apuya had a hi ghly di versi f i ed hunt'ing and gatheri ng
economy. Plant foods, especÍaìly camas, wapato, tarweed seeds,
acorns, and berries were of greatest 'importance" Large and small
game, especialìy deer, e'lk, and waterfowl were also abundant and must
have provjded a second major source of the'ir food. Fishing played a
mi nor rol e i n Kal apuyan subs'istence and prìmari l'ly i nvol ved res'ident
f i sh and 'lampreys si nce the lrli l l amette Fal l s on the l ower l¡li l'lamette
Riven l'imited upstream migration of anadromous fish"

The subsistence practìces of the Kalapuya required seasonal
movements during the two main seasons of the year. Summer was spent
in wide-ranging hunting and gathering act'ivities which involved
resjdence at temporary camps in areas where game and fish were
plentiful. Shelter, if any, at these s'ites consjsted only of huts or
w'indbreaks. During the winter, economic activities became more
restricted and centered around permanent víì'lages where the Kalapuya
resi ded i n substanti al mul ti -f ami'ly houses .(22)

VIII. The Molala

The -Molala comprised a small aboriginal group about whÍch
relative'ly ìÍttle is known. Molala territory apparentìy included a
ìarge portion of the central Oregon Cascade Range from the Clackamas
drainage on the north to the headwaters of the Rogue River on the
south. The Molala wintered at sites a'long streams in the lower
elevations of the Cascades, where they probab'ly I ived 'in
semisubterranean earth 'lodges. They probably spent the remajnder of
the year Ín temporary camps wjth mat or brush huts provìding short-
term shelter. Molala subsistence relied primarily on hunting of deer
and elk, but fish'ing and the gathering of roots and berries was also
i mportant .

IX. The Siuslaw

The Siuslaw occupied the Oregon coast from the vic'inity of
Siltcoos Lake on the south to Heceta Head on the north. Their
terri tory, wh'ich 'i ncl uded the Si usl aw Ri ver dra'i nage , probably
extended to the crest of the Coast Range. The Siuslaw resided for
most of the year in semjsubterranean houses; sometÍmes two or three
houses were joined together to create multi-family dwellings. The
summer months were generally spent in grass-covered houses.(23)

The subsistence activities of the Siuslaw required changes in
the location of their settlements over the course of the year.
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Kalapuya Subsistence Activities in the Middle and Upper t^li'llamette Val ìey
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Hunting of elk herds

Hunting of white-tai I deer
in herds

Harvesting of camas

Berry picking (blackberry,
sa'lal, huckleberry, service-
berry)

Coì lecting hazelnuts

Col lecting caterpi l'l ars

Harvesting tarweed seeds,
coï lecting grasshoppers

Col lectinE acorns

Hunting of waterfowl

Fishing for non-anadrornous
fish

Open country 'in the lower
elevations of the val.leys

Dense woods and brush of the
lower hills and valìeys

Marshy, moist habitats

Variety of areas in the hills
and val leys

Dry, brushy areas in the hills
Ash trees in the va'lleys

Dry prajrie lands

Oak woodlands

Marshes and streams

Streams, rivers and Jakes

Sources: Gatschet ('1877); Zenk (1976:3g-39)



Fig. 29

Aspects of Kalapuyan l'{aterla'l Cuìture

l. Snares of blackberry vine rope for grouse
and qual ì

2. Cìub for kilìfng trapped deer, beaver

3. Elk pitfall with sharpened stakes in the
botton

l. Rock dam and basket trap of willow
2. Fish spear

3. Fish hook of chub saìmon neck bone

4. Fish line of rolled white willow lnner bark

Oeadfal ì trap
Deer's head decoy

Untlpped arrows for bird hunt'lng

Single- and multi-pronged detachable fish
harpoon heads of deer bone attached with
thong

Hair lure with grasshopper bait
Fìsh club

Soft skin bags for acorn gathering

Soft, flnely-made, nulti-purpose, conical
basket of shreddcd maple bark, carried on
back with pack strap by wønen for carrying
woodr bark, tarweeds, camas, pussyears and
hazelnuts

[)rying and snoklng rack of forked-stick
poles and cross poles for fish, eels and
meat

Ash bark bucket for boiling foods with hot
stones, sewn with wi'llow inner bark rope

Cache pits, sornetìmes lined with grass or
ìeaves, for storìng winter foods

l{ooden troughs for serving plates

Spit roasting and roast'ing on coaìs

Stirrìng spoon or ìadle of elkhorn or
hardwood

FÍre tongs of one piece of split wood or
two fastened pieces

Long, loose, soft basket for soaking acorns

l{ooden mortar and wooden pestle for berry-
mashing

0eer stcrnach water container

Tule mat house for one family, 2-3 feet
deep and mat covered

Temporary wi ndbreak or st¡nmer canp house of
branches and brush

Dirt-covered, subterranean sweat house

I.IUI{TING

4.

5.

6.

FI SHING

l. Digging stick of serviceberry or arrownood,
some with antler or wood digglng stick
hand I es

2. Hard, shallow basket platter with no handle
for catching tar$,eek seeds as they are
knocked off the stalk

3. Smal'l pits (6-7 lnches deep, two feet in
d'iameter) under ash trees for gathering
caterpi ì lars

5.

6.

7.

GAÏHERING

4.
E

20.

21-

FOOO PREPARAÌIOI{ AIIÍ¡ STORAGE

ì. Stone pestles (grlnders) and mortars (stone '13.

bowls) for mashing seeds and roots
2. Earth oven for roasting camas and other

root crops 14.

3. Maple, cedar and alder bark buckets
4. Rawhide bucket 15'

5. Storage of food and other items in trees .¡6.

6, Storage basket for dried salmon V.
7. Stiff storage basket of sticks

ì8.
8. Camas and other food itens stored in bags

9. Baskets of cedar roots or hazel sprouts for 19.
carrying water or berries

ì0. Cat-tail or rush mats for drying acorns

Il. Flattened ìog in hills for drying berries
1?. Foìded cedar bark vesseì

??.

HOUS ING

ì. Large, rectangular winter houses with Z.
cedar bark over a shed or gabìe structuraì
franework with dirt bank'ing for 4-5 fa¡ni-
lìes; semi-subterranean (2-3 feet deep) r.
with central fireplace, central posts and
a single ridgepole 4^



T00Ls, UTILITARIAN

l. Rope of wil'low bark or twisted hazel sticks
2. Spear with Z-inch point of stone
3. Tule" cattail and rush mats for lÍning

house wal'ls and for beds

4" Cedar dugout canoe and paddte or poling rod
5. Log rafts for 'lake travel
6. Bed of moss

7" Fire for hunt'ing arpedit.ions was carried as
a coal emÞedded"in rotted wood and lashed
between two mussel shells

'8. Arrow shafts and arì.owheads of serviceberry
wood

9. Stone and bone arrowheads

10. Needles and awls of serviceberry wood
hardened by the flre

ll. Twisted deer sinew as thread for sewing and
for bor string

12. Stretchìng and scraping fra¡nes for skins
ì3. Quiver for arrows
.l4" 

Stone p'ipe (l-l¡: inches) with wood stem and
2-inch stone pipe wlth no wood stem for
tobacco smoking.l5. Chisel for woodworkìng

.16" 
Stone rnauì for pounding

DRESS AIIO ADORNI.IENT

I'ÍEHS ANO I{EAPONS

17" Hawk" pheasant and turkey tai'l feathers
for arrow shafts.l8. 
Pack sack with braided pack rope for
carryìng on forehead

t9" Bows of yew and oak rrcod

20. Cradleboard

21. Sinew wrapped around arrowheads to attach
to, arror shafts
Stone ¿res

Spears and stone knives
Mussel sheìì scraper (e.g., for smoothìng
bows )

Fire dri I I

Harmock

Bone needìe for tatooing
Rounded, sìanting post for rubbing and
scraping hides

Pftchwood torch
ïobaceo pouch

9nall pignent mortar
Harmerstone

Horn wedge

Straight adze for woodworking

ll" Grìzzly clawso teeth, and feather orn¿-
ments

12" Face paìnt of charcoal and red oehre
13. Breech clout
ì4. Blankets of buffalo, coonr grey squirrel"

gopher" seal, mountain sheep" wildcat"
deer hide, rabbit skjns
Basketwork caps

Fur eaps and cloaks

Shaman's regalia (paìnted cane; otter-skin
belt decorated wìth beads, feathers, wood-
pecker scalps; hollow rattles of rawhide)

22.

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
1t

33.

34.

l. Beads of dentalia and clam sheìl discs
2. Trade and bone beads

3. Hair cordage for stringing beads

4 " CorÈs

5. Quiì1, shell and bone ornaments for pierced
ears and noses and a¡so for elothing

6" Cedar bark dress
7. Moccasins

8. Skin or grass apron or skirt
9. Skin shirts, short trousers and 'leggìngs "

10. Arm and wrist bands

15.

16.

t7"

GAMES AIIO MUSIC

I " Hardwood ba l I for shi nny

2. Rattle of hollow rawhide

3. Beaver teeth dice
4. Bone gamble dice
5" Toy bow

6. Two sp I i t sticks for drr.rmning

7. Skin drum

8" Plank drum

9. Split stick rattle for Ghost Oanee

10. Deer hoof rattle for gambling
ll" Bone and wooden whistles
12" Reed f lute

Sources: Jacobs et al. ì945; Jacobs 
.1936; 

Zenk 1976" n"d.



Vi 1 ì ages were general ìy I ocated near the ocean, where musseì s,
clams, sea mammals, and other food resources were available nearby.
During the summer months women and children harvested berries in the
coastal hills. In the fall when fish were running, the villages were
nearly deserted, since the populatjon moved inland to fish on major
streams or to campsites in the mount,ains to hunt deer and elk.(24)

X. Trade and Travel Among Preh'istoric Peoples

ll'i I I amette Fal I s served as a reg'ional trade center f or the
native peoples of northwestern Oregon. Both the Ka'lapuya and Molala
partic'ipated jn regional exchange systems. Items such as venìson,
camas, and slaves were traded for marine shells, smoke dried salmon
and ìampreys, tobacco, and otter skins. Intermarniage between the
Kalapuya and l'1olala and their trading partners was not uncommom,
particular'ly with Chjnook, Klamath, and 0regon coastal groups like
the Si usl aw.(25)

Indjan trails crossed the lands that would become Lane County ìn
both north-south and east-west routes. The major routes through the
Coast and Cascade ranges followed ridgeìines rather than vaì'ley
fl oors, except where ri ver crossi ngs were necessary. There were
trails along all major river corridors east and west. There were also
at least two well-trodden routes south out of the tdillamette Val'ley,jnto the Umpqua Rjver basìn and on to the coast or val'leys farther
south al ong the Paci f i c s'lope.

XI. Indian-hlhite Relations'in the Early Historic Period

The introduction of European diseases had a devastating impact
on the native peoples of western 0regon. The most recent estimate
for the 1750 population of the Kalapuya 'is about 10,000. By the late
1830s, their popu'lation had declined to about 600.(26) Simi'lary, the
origìna'l popu'lation of the Molala was once thought to be around 500
(which is probably'low), but by 1851 their number was reduced to
I23.(27) Treaty negotiations, which began in 1851 and concluded in
1855 with the Dayton Treaty, placed the surviving Kalapuya on the
Grand Ronde Reservation. Most of the Molala also moved to this
reservat'ion, while the remainder apparentìy settled on the Klamath
Reservati on.

Likewise, in 1855 the Siuslaw, Lower Umpqua, and Coos peoples of
the central Oregon coast signed a treaty ceding their land to the
f ederal government. tlJh'il e the Lower Umpqua and Coos peop'les were
removed to the Alsea Sub-Agency of the Siletz Reservat'ion in 1859,
the Sjuslaw were one of the few native groups whjch were permitted to
rema'in in their native territory. The probable reason for permitting
the Sjuslaw to stay on their old'lands was that the western part of
their territory was a part of the Siletz Reservation. In 1875 the
Alsea Sub-Agency was closed, and the entire southern part of the
Siletz Reservation was opened to white settlement. Many of the Coos
and Lower Umpqua returned to the'ir old homelands and in the 1890s
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gai ned publ i c domai n al I otments. Others settl ed among the Si usl aw
who lived primari'ly along the North Fork of the Siuslaw Rjver. The
descendants of these Indian families remain in those areas to the
present day. (28)

XIL The Prehistoric Landscape Inheritance

Although seldom recognized or appreciated, the land-use
practìces of the prehi storic 'i nhabitants had affects on the
ì andscape wh'ich si gni f icantly i nf I uenced the I ater Euro-Ameri can
settlement and development of Lane County. These influences are most
clearly reflected Ín the development of travel routes and in the
in'itial settlement of the floor of the l¡lillamette Valley.

In thejr travel and trading actìvjties, the prehistoric peoples
of Lane County followed well-established trails which connected them
with other native groups in the regìon. These same trajls provided
the first routes for earìy parties of exp'lorers and fur traders.
Many of these trails were later expanded for use as wagon and stage
roads and, eventual 'ly, as hi ghways.

Perhaps the most s'ignificant impact of native peoples on the
landscape was the result of widespread burning, by the Kalapuya, of
the floor of the l¡lillamette Vaìley and adjacent foothills of the
Coast and Cascade Ranges. This practice was carried out to enhance
the productivÍty of certain edible p'lants and as a means of
maintaining the habitats of bird and mammal populations. The
character of much of the traditional Kalapuya land was, therefore,
even more open than in later historic times, with broad "prairies" of
tal'l , annual grasses coveri ng the central va'l I eys between the Coast
and Cascade Ranges .(29)

Because of their fertile soils and the absence of forests which
woul d requì re cl eari ng, the open grassl ands of the l¡r/i I I amette Va1 I ey
were the first areas chosen for settlement by Euro-Americans. Annual
burning of the prairies by native peoples came to an end with the
settlement of the area by white settlers. The cessation of burning,
together wi th the 'introduct'ion of I i vestock and agri cul ture, I ead to
the replacement of most of the native grasses by introduced species.
In addition, the cessation of burning resulted in an expansion of
coniferous forests into areas where there had once been more open
plant communities such as oak groves. At the same t'ime, the game
an'imal s wh'ich had coex'isted with the native peoples were great'ly
dimi ni shed i n numbers by hunti ng and the genera'l 'increase j n the
human population density with the influx of Euro-Amerìcans after
1850.

Many, jf not most, of the pìaces that were attractive to white
settl ers were occup'ied by nati ve peop'l es at one ti me or another.
hlhite settlers usuaì'ly selected homesites for the same reasons as
earl ier Indian peoples (e.g., high ground to avoid floodwaters,
protecti on from prevai ì i ng wì nds) . Confl i cts over I and were
re'ìatively rare, however, due to the drastÍc decline in the native
population by the 1840s. Early historic accounts often mention the
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di scovery of Indi an arti facts by
points and other implements contjnue
construct'ion and devel opment 'in Lane

whi te settl ers, and projecti'le
to be found durì ng the course of
County at the present time.

Fî9.' 31 Costt¡me of a Kalapuya hunter, circa
1840 (from Wilkes 1845[5]:223).
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CHAPTER I I I

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

I. Introduction

Thi s chapter prov'ides a summary of the h'i stori c research
conducted by the survey team for the entire survey area. The
prev'ious two chapters on the env'ironmental and prehistorÍc context
were reviews of literature available on these subjects. For the
h'istoric period of the survey (1846-1940), both a l'iterature review
and actual hist,oric research were conducted by the survey team and
volunteer research interns. This chapter is, therefore, d'ivided
i nto three secti ons. The fi rst, secti on revi ews the process and
results of the historic research conducted by the survey team. The
second section describes the historic themes which occurred across
the entire survey area, and indeed throughout rural Oregon, although
with characteristic differences for different areas of the county. A
more detai I ed revi ew of the regi onaì d'i fferences i n hi stori c
development 'is reserved for the chapters on each cultural landscape
area in Part III of this document. The historic themes are further
elaborated within broad historic landscape perìods in the third and
conclud'ing section of the chapter. These periods are returned to in
greater detail in Part II when each period wìth'its domjnant historic
themes js related directly to phys'ical settlement patterns in the
cultural 'landscapes of Lane County.

Iï. Process

A. General Historic Research

The first task of the survey team was to study available
literature concerning general county history. The purpose of this
phase of research was to provÍde the survey team w'ith a common
framework for later interpretation of cultural ìandscape features
identified in the field. Th'is earìy research was necessarily broad
in character, coverjng general historic themes in the settlement of
Lane County and exam'ining the social , economic and pof itica'l forces
af f ect'ing such settl ement. The i ntent here was not to spec'i f i caì ly
identify potential cultural or historic resources 'in the
contemporary landscape (that would come later), but to prov'ide a
basi s for eval uati ng the hi storic s'igni ficance of I andscape features
to be ident'ified in the field.

Research was conducted for four areas of the county: western
Lane County; north-central Lane County; south-central Lane County;
and eastern Lane County. Historic research forms and a check list of
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locally available literature and graphic resources were prepared for
thi s effort.

One result of the general research phase was ident'ificatjon of
maior themes jn Lane Countyrs history. These historical themes are
the subject of the next section. A second ìmportant result of thjs
phase of research was the pre'l iminary del ineation of cultural
landscape areas wÌthin the four broader research areas. The combined
di f ferences of cul tural h'istory and phys'ical geography have I ed to
ident'ifiably distjnct cultural landscapes 'in Lane County. As with
prehistoric peop'les of western 0regon, the boundaries of cultural
landscapes for the historjc period are most often natural landscape
features such as ridges between river bas'ins or rivers themselves.
County maps at the same scal e di sp'layi ng di f ferent so'il types,
topography and river basins were developed to help cìarify the
relationship of settlement patterns to natural landscape features.

The ten cultural 'landscape areas which were later substantiated
through field work are:

1. The Coast
2" The Siuslaw River
3. Lake Creek
4. Eastern Val 'leys of the Coast Range
5. The Territorial Road Corridon
6 . The Upper l¡li I I amette Va I ì ey
7. The Coast Fork of the h/'illamette River
8. The Mi ddl e Fork of the tdi I I amette Ri ver
9. The Mohawk River Vaìley

10. The McKenzi e Ri ver Val 'ley

A map of the eventual survey boundaries within the ten cultural'landscapes is enclosed.

B" Supplemental Historjc Research

Pri or to fi el d survey of each cul tural ì andscape area,
additional research was conducted to'ident'ify potent'ial existt'ng
hi stori c and cul tural 'l andscape resources. Thi s research was
organized according to cultural landscape components discussed in
detail in the foìlowing chapters. A samp'le research form is
i ncl uded.

The supplemental research within cultural ìandscape areas was
important to understand specìfic cultural ìandscape components and
settlement patterns not onìy within the context of the history of the
county as a whoìe, but also in context of the cultural landscape
w'ithin whieh these components and patterns are found. For example,
the physjograph'ic and climatic differences between the coast and
eentral interior vaì'ìeys have had signìficant historic impacts on
the settlement of these two areas of the county. These reg'iona1
differences had to be understood in order to evaluate the cultural
landscape resources found in each area.
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The process of thi s suppl emental research effort i ncl uded
detailed comparjson of historic maps and historic aerial photographs
to the field maps which consisted of one 1982 aerjal photo for each
square mile surveyed (scale: 1 jnch = 400 feet). HÍstoric maps of
speciaì value were General Land Office (GLO) maps and Donation Land
Claim (DLC) maps from the nineteenth century and Metsker maps (1941)"
IrJjth this comp'ilat'ion of sjte specific jnformation from both museum
and university library resources and map resources, the field
surveyors noted potential resources directìy on field maps before
actually going into the field. Summary histories for each cultural
landscape area included in Part III are drawn from this combined
research. The hi stori cal research fi I es, whi ch have far more
information than could be'included in thìs writing, are a valuable
resource for further evaluatíon of the h'istorjc s'ignificance of
specÍfic sites in Lane County. The chapters on evaluation in Part
iII outline evaluation stages and criteria utiljzed during the
survey itsel f.

III. The nt

The following discussion of general cultural history 'in Lane
County js taken from the research described above. Thjs material has
been organized accord'ing to historic themes which found expressìonjn most of Lane County. The themes are adapted from the 1981
Cul tural Resource Overv'iew for west-central Oregon written by
Stephen Beckham, R'ick Minor and Kathryn Toepeì.(1) The themes are
also closely related to those used by the State Historic Preservation
Offi ee.

A. Earìy Exp'loratìon and Indian/lJhite Relatîons

First contacts between Europeans and aborig'inaì populations of
the Pac'ific Northwest were the result of explorations in the north
Pacific Ocean" As early as 1565, and for the next 250 years, the
Spanish Man'i'la ga'l1eon sa'iled by the coast of Oregon, carrying gold
bul I i on f rom the New lrlorl d to exchange for the weal th of the
0r'i ent. ( 2)

In the eighteenth century, Spain and other sea-faring nat"ions,
Engìand and the new United States of America jn partìcu1ar,
commissioned new explorat'ions to find natural resources and new
colonies. SpanÍsh mariners setting out after 1769 from their co'lony
in California began to exp'lore the vast coastline to the north.
Bruno Heceta, one of these mariners, is remembered in the name of
Heceta Head on Lane Countyrs coastline" During the decade of the
L770s, Captain James Cook expìored the Oregon and north coast for
Eng'ìand. The furs they acquired for buttons, files and other metal
items from tribes along the Oregon coast were worth a fortune jn the
0rient.(3)

The maritime fur trade pubf icized after Cook's voyage had begun
secretly four decades earlier with the Russians on the coast of
Alaska and North America. After the 1770s, pursuit of fur wealth in
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the Northwest became 'i nternat'ional i n scope w j th over ei ght
countries mount'ing 443 voyages to the region between 1785 and
1820.(4) This trade had a direct and devastating impact on the
cul ture and heal th of the Ind'ian s of the Paci f ì c Northwest. A'l though
the poor harbors and shallow estuaries of the Lane County and Oregon
coast kept fur tradìng vesseìs off-shore, the Indians paddled out to
the ships. A wealth of new materìal trade goods was introduced
inc'luding firearms. These goods changed the Indiansrmaterial
techno'ìogy as wel I as j nter-tr j bal rel at'ionshi ps. The mari tìme f ur
trade al so i ntroduced new di seases such as smaì'l pox, tubercul osi s

and measl es ; d'i seases whi ch swept vi rul ently throughout natl've
popu'lations of the Northwest for a generation after 1780.

After the beginning of the n'ineteenth century, exp'lorat'ion and
the fur trade moved overland into the interìor Northwest. Purchase
of the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803 and confljcts with
Eng'land spurred American expeditions to the Northwest beginning w'ith
the Lewis and Clark exped'ition sent by Presjdent Thomas Jefferson in
1804. The Post-Enl i ghtenment search for sci enti fi c knowl edge ,

missionary zea'1, a simple taste for romantÍc adventure and other
motives were added to the seeking of fur wealth'in explorations
lead'ing the first non-Indians to venture into what fifty years later
would be Lane County.(5)

Competing fur trading companies sent the first parties up the
l,r/illamett,e R'iver after 1810. ldorking for the Northwest Company based
'i n Montreal , Dona'ld McKenzi e I eft Fort Astoria to exp'l ore the
t¡li l l amette Val l ey 'in Apri l 1812. Hi s party presumably reached the
Upper ld'il lamette Valley where they named the McKenzie rrfork" of the
l¡li I I amette R'iver. Thi s was the f i rst recorded exp'lora_ti on of the
'interi or of Lane County. ( 6)

For the next twenty years, fur trappers and traders became
familiar with the river vaì1eys of Lane County and the Indian trails
crossing the mountains out of the ldillamette Valley west to the
coast, south to Caì i forni a, or east across the Cascade Range.
Although there is scant record of this period, the most substantial
cultural and economic exchange between Indians and Europeans jn
western Oregon was during this tjme. The trappers often took indian
wives or were half-Indian themselves. Indians usual ìy helped 'in

guiding trapping parties and locating game. Some of these men were
trappers of Rocky Mountajn fame, such as Jedediah Smith, who came
Ínto the northwest territory to trap and even to sett'le among Indian
tribes with their w'ives and children. in Lane County, Hudson Bay
trapper Jean Bapt'iste Gagnier settled among the Siuslaw Indians on
the coast in 1850, teaching them to grow potatoes almost thirty years
before any other European settlement in the area. The'ir generally
amicable relations with Indians and itinerant lÍfestyle were
qual 'itati vely d'i sti nct f rom the settl ement whi ch began 'i n the I ate
1830s in the north ldillamette Valley and in the late 1840s in the
southern or Upper l¡Ji I I amette Val I ey. (7)

In 1826, the fi rst sci enti fi c expedj ti on i ncl ud'i ng the Engì i sh
botanist Davjd Dougìas, was led by Hudson Bay Company trappers and
Indi ans up the l¡Ji I I amette Val I ey i nto Lane County. The party
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traveled south out of the valley along a well used tra'il on the west
bank of the Long ïom R'iver. They reported díffjculty gathering plant
specimens until leavìng the'larger valley due to extensive burning by
the Kaìapuya. 0ther scjentjfic exped'itions, including the United
State Surveying and Exploring Expedition (1840), trave'led along the
same north/south route now cal I ed the 'rCal i forni a Trai l'r and
i ncl uded botani sts , artj sts, geol ogr' sts and other sei enti sts
together with trappers, mountaineers and Indians.(8)

MÍssions were established in the mid-VJillamette Valley after
the Second Great Awakening stirred interest in Christian m'issions in
the west. Following the outbreaks of fever epidemìcs jn 1830-32
which decjmated the Indian populations of the l¡lillamette Valley,
missjonaries preached to bands of Kalapuya Indjans in the upper
ldillamette Valley. Many Indians preached to on these occasions were
reported to be ill.

lr/hen 'immi grants began streamì ng i nto the Upper !'/i I I amette
Vaìley in the late 1840s from both the north and south, there were
only smal I bands of Indians remaining from earl l'er natìve
populations in Lane County. As with the fur traders and explorers,
relations between Indians and Europeans were generally peaceful in
the area that became Lane County, (un'like southwestern 0regon where
hosti'l'ity erupted into Indian wars).

Indian tribes of 0regon were repeatedly promìsed title to
aboriginal lands by treaties from 1848 to 1851, most of which wene
never ratìfied by Congress. After agreeing to these treaties wh'ich
designated neservations throughout western 0regon, Indians watched
immigrants fill and settle these lands in anticipation of the 1850
Donation Land Act. These settlers knew the Senate would probably not
ratify the Indian Treaties.

During the early 1850s, representatives of the US government
negotiated land cessions with most Indian groups in the area. As the
Rogue River h/ar heated up in 1855, ldjllamette Valley Indians were
quickly relocated to the Grand Ronde Reservatjon 'in the northwest
Willamette Valley. By 1856, the only Indians remaining on the'ir
homelands were the Sius'law, due to the fact that their reg'ion was
part of the Siletz Reservation until 1875 when the southern part of
the reservation was opened for white settlement. In 1890, the
remaining S'iuslaw Indian families were g'iven pubf ic domain land
allotments where some of their descendants continue to reside.

B. Settl ement 0r'ig'i n s and Moti vati on s

The first settlers to arrive in Lane County were four men'looking for su'itable land to claim and settle with their famil ies
waiting to cross the p'lains. Eliiah Bristow, Eugene Skinner, Fe'ìix
Scott and William Dodson scouted their respect'ive claims from atop
Skinnerrs Butte after travel'ing up the valley in June 1946.(10) They
were soon followed by scores of others who hastily erected claim
cabins after measuring cìaims of 320 acres each. In 1843, more than
900 people made the 1,900 mile trip across the csntjnent from the
Mississippi Vaì'ley. In 1845, there were an estimated 3,000 arrivals.
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In 1849, the goìd rush settlements brought an estimated 100,000
people to the Pacific slope. The princip'le demographic unit was the
extended fam j ly or c'lan, one or more member of whi ch wou'ld arr j ve
first, stake a claim, then return for the rest of his familV.(11) By
1852,1,079 claimants had filed on 509,720 acres of land in the
Wi I I amette Val I ey. Thi s earìy settl ement fol I owed characteri stic
patterns which will be described in detail later"

From a popul ati on of 150 soul s i n 1850 accordi ng to l,la1 l Í ngr s

i884 invest'igations, Lane County grew to 4,780 in 1860, the first
date for which census figures ex'ist. The population doubled between
1860 and 1880 to 9,411, and doubled again by 1900 to 19,604. In
1920, the population was 36,166. By 1940 the county popu'lation was
nearìy 60,000 with one third of the popu'lation residing in the
ìargest county towns of Eugene and Sprìngfìeld. The fact that every
two decades the popuìation in Lane County has grown almost 100% is
very sìgnÍficant for understanding the character of historjc change
'in the area. The character of settlement throughout this period ìs
the subject of later chapters.

The moti vat'ions for settl ement of the ldest have i ntri gued the
pub'lic and historians of the l¡Jest ever since the first wagon traìns
made the arduous overland crossings starting 'in the 1840s. h,hile jt
is impossible to know all the motivational factors ìnvoìved, there
were a number of historical developments in the years prìor to the
f i rst 'imm'igrat'ion wh jch provide some cl ues.

First, there had been widespread pub'licity as a result of the
fur trade and general exploratory and scientÍfic expèditions to the
Northwest. Thi s pubì 'ici ty took the f orm of encyc'lopedi c sci enti f i c
descriptìon of the geo'logy, flora, fauna, c'lÍmate and natives of the
reg'ion. And it took a more popular form w'ith promotional literature
boast'ing of the h/illamette Valley's attractiveness for settlement,
of 0regon as "a garden," or even fictjonal'ized adventure stories set
in the Northwest. Representational art based onìy occasionally on
the drawi ngs of earl i er sc'i enti fi c expedi ti ons presented huge
painted canvases of idealjzed western landscapes to an eager public.

Poor economic conditions for many rural Americans were also a
factor. The Jackson admin jstrationrs f Íscal po'lic'ies helped
preci pi tate an economi c cri sÍ s i n the I at,e 1830s , causi ng a
continuing econom'ic depress'ion and crisis. Many couìd not pay their
debts because of worthless paper money jssued by banks. The "Far
l¡/est as a land of better prospects" was, therefore, very appealing.

The bottomlands of the Miss'issìppi and M'issouri RÍvers breeded
annual outbreaks of mal ari a and other di seases among rural
populat'ions. Desp'ite the fever epidemics of 1830-1832, whÍch
decimated Oregon Indians, the Oregon Territory and the l¡Jillamette
Valley enjoyed a reputat'ion for good, healthy living.

Patri oti sm was another mot'ivati on . Anti -Bri t'i sh Ameri can
frontiersmen and other groups on the east coast were vocal proponents
for American settlement of Oregon. Others, such as the Appìegate
brothers, were intent on leav'ing behind the polÍtics of s'lavery whjch
were becoming'increasingly bitter in the 1840s.
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The des'ire for land was also a maior--perhaps the maior--
i nducement f or overl and travel to the l¡l'i I I amette Val I ey. Si nce the
1770s, the United States government had disposed of lands in the
pubìic domain to settlers wi'l'l'ing to improve the land. But by 1840,
few could afford the price of at least $320 in gold for a claim east
of the Mjssouri, especially in the econom'ic atmosphere of the time.

In 1840, Senator Linn of Missourj introduced 'legislation for a

"donation'r land law. The prospect of such a law was encouragement
enough for many to head west, even though it d'id not become law until
1850. These immigrants knew from manuals describing land claim
procedures elsewhere in the country what could be expected of them in
Oregon. They would have to stake their claim and rrimprovel it to be

eligib1e.

The final motivation was a sense of restlessness and a desire
for adventure attested to by many who made the cross'ing. l¡lhatever
the reasons, thousands made the tnip to 0regon and to Lane County
where they wou'ld set into motion a process of settlement h'istory and
landscape alteration which continues to this day.(lZ)

C . Subsi stence Li v'i ng

From the earliest settlement in the 1820s and 1830s in the
h/illamette Val'ley, a rrpattern of ì'iving close to nature on a

subsi stence I evel was establ 'i shed for many of the regi onr s

residents."(13) In subsistence activìt'ies the settlers relied upon
the same plentiful food sources'of the Indians they replaced. They
hunted the same game, fished the same streams and gathered berries
and other pìant foods from the same hillsjdes.

trlhile those peop'le who establ ished claims in the larger central
county va'l'leys practised these activitìes for a short t'ime, withÍn
five to ten years such a life was no longer possible and some early
c'laimants moved out of the va'l1ey for this reason. After the 1860
Homestead Act, there was v'i rtuaì ly no desi rabl e pub'l i c I and
rema'ining ìn central Lane County. From the 1860s on, peopìe pushing
back into the hÍlls of the Cascade and Coast Ranges continued to
practise the art of subsistence living. The conditions of isolation,
inclement weather and the necessity to carve theÍr farmsteads out of
virg'in timber often attracted a tougher breed of homesteaders to this
existence. In the n'ineteenth century, many such homesteaders were
immigrants who had come direct'ly from Europe, sometìmes by sea. They
were wi'lìing to labor to create their small farms amidst the forested
hills jn the knowledge that they owned their own land and could
supply most of their needs from their farms. Especially in the
narrow va'l 'leys of the Coast Range, examp'les of these subsi stence
farms survive well beyond the historic period.

In the 1870s, the writer hJallis Nash encountered a pioneer in
the Coast Range who ìllustrated the rugged self-sufficiency of this
k'ind of life:
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"He had settled down there about six years ago, and had built
his cabjn at first. Then he had worked hard the next two years,
and had cleared the patch of oats and tjmothy-grass he pointed
to with his pipe-stem. Then, as he sa'id, he found he had
enough to live on, wt'th the help of a p'ig or two, and a small
band of cattle on the hill. He sold oats and hay to passers-bV,
and bought flour and corn and whiskey and tobacco. He did not
work now, why should he? He was very comfortable, and he slept
a lot" If he got tired of bacon, he could go and shoot a deer
rmost any day: but he didnrt often go after them, why should
he?rr( 14)

Duri ng the hi stori c peri od and i nto the modern peri od,
subsistence liv'ing in Lane County often required seasonal employment
to suppl ement meagerincomes. In the n j neteenth century, medì ci nal
plant products began to be gathered such as chitum bark and foxgìove
leaves. Da'iry herds provided butter and cream for export jn the early
twenti eth century. Later, as the 'l oggi ng 'i ndustry moved 'i nto the
Coast and Cascade Ranges, this provÍded occasionally secure seasonal
labor. Despr'te the difficultjes of subsjstence ìivìng in the
mountain valleys of Lane County, people continued to take up claims
right up unt'il the Fjrst l¡/orld b/ar (especially in Fall Creek, upper
Mohawk and Coast Fork trjbutaries).

D. Agriculture

" Oregon' s !r/ 
j I I amette Val'ley drew immi grant wagon trai ns of

settlers ìarge'ly on accounts of its potential for agriculture" "In
respect to the soil and productions of Lane County, the opportunities
for farming, stock-raising, hop-growÍng, 1umbering and manufacturing
are great""(15) This boosterism was echoed in many nineteenth
century wri ti ngs and veri f i ed by the experi ence of settl ers
themsel ves.

The tdillamette Valley and jts tributary valleys of the Coast
Fork, M'iddle Fork, McKenz'ie and Mohawk Rivers were open prairies of
ta11, perennial grassìands on either side of broad ribbons of
riparian vegetation a'long the rivers. These grasslands had been
ma'intained by the centuries of native burning and the soils
underneath were rich in organic matter. Once plowed, these fertile
soils unlocked nutrients for the product'ion of crops, the yields of
whi ch were I egendary 'in the Un'ited States and abroad. ( 16)

In the central val 1 eys where donation I and cl aìms were
concentrated, the first period of agricultural activity was short-
I i ved subs'i stence agri cu'lture. Before the va1 ì eys were compl etely
fÍlled in the early 1850s, only small tracts of 10 to 20 acres were
put to the plow for cereal and other staple crops. Ljvestock brought
by sett'lers was free to roam the unfenced grass'lands.(17)

The gold rush popuìations in Ca1Íforn'ia, southern 0regon, and
later in Idaho and British Columbia, provided ready markets for
l¡Jìllamette Valley grain production beginning in the 1850s. Export of
agricultural crops was possibìe onìy with the ability to transport
the crops out of the area. The arrival of steam navigation to Eugene
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Flg. 37 Donation Land Claim (DLC) maP

same townshiP. Note that many
showing boundaríes of claims forthe
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Flg. 39 Graìn combines with larqe teams of horses and mules were common on
the large grain farms of the central vallevs.



Flg" 4o Lane County map showjng travel routes and cornrnunitjes in .l88u.



Flg. 41 1941 Metsker Map for T. 18, R.2W. (the same as in figures 35 and
36. Note that in the ninety years of settlement for this area,
the parcel 'l 'i ng of I and has occurred- wi thi ng' the ori g'i nal boundári es
ofdonation land claims in most areas. This is a common pattern of
spat'iaì organization for all areas of the county where donatjon land
cl aims exi sted.
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Ftg. 42

Cereal Crop Production in lBB0

Crop Lane County Linn eounty Marion County

Wheat

0ats

Corn

Bar I ey

507,038
39,662

286,216
11,727

8,249
260

43,629
I,830

bushels
acres

bushe 1 s
acres

bushels
acres

bushei s
acres

86 I ,593
75,'l0g

629,164
25,764

4,gll.l48

50, I l7
2,221

bushel s
acres

bushel s
acres

bushel s
acres

bushel s
aeres

'I 
,055, 8g6

62,922

693,630
23 

"901

4,067
134

g, 996
368

bushel s
acres

bushe I s
acres

bushe ì s
acres

bushel s
acres

Source: Lang 1BB5:559

Selected Agricultural Items from State Census" l865-lggs

Crop/Product I 865 1875 t885 1 895

Improved Acres

Cattle (head)

l.Jheat (bushels)

Wool ( lbs)
Tobacco ( lUs¡

Hops (bushels)

App'les (bushels)

Butter and
Cheese ( lbs)

30,683

13,972

140,245

106,477

8,592

19,212

165 
"763

67, g l0
12,634

850,4lg

108,575

5,229

92,936

243,007

79,360

14,397

548,494

l9ì,020
3,455

9 l 6,0gl
I18,439

18l 
"715

79,916

16 ,97 3

442"393

97,492

3,458

ì,021,431

29,242

359,220

Sources : lJ. S.
Journals,.l866;
ì867- 1897

Census Data; Oregon
Biennial Report crf

House and Senate
Secretary of State,



Ftg. 43 Symbol used by the Eugene Chamber
of Commerce illustrating to potential
settlers the productivity of Lane
County (Eugene Chamber of Conmerce
1922:28).

Flg. 44

Farm Property Trends, Lane County, 1900-1920

Property Trend t900 l9l0 1920

Number of Farms

Acres in Farms

Improved Acres

Percent of
Improved Acres

Average Acres
Per Farm

Average Improved
Acres Per Farm

Percent of Farms
0perated by Owners

2,370

503,405

140, 5 l3

27.9%

212.4

59 .3

82.8%

2,826

485,265

159,127

32.9y.

171 .7

56.3

83.2%

3,279

496,917

172,952

34.9/,

ì5ì.5

52.7

8t .0%

Source: U.S. Census Data



FIg. 45 l-lorse loading ìoose hay with hay mow (Dougìas County) FIg. 46 Twentieth century da'iry farm in the Coast Range
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City in 1857 and the raÍlroad in 1871 helped establish the patterns
of large scale grain farmìng in the central valleys of Lane County.
New farmi ng technol ogy 'i n the form of ì arge, horse-powered
threshers, steam powered combines, and new desìgns for larger, more
eff icient barns, a'll contributed to the rrindustnial izatjonil of
agricu'lture by the 1880s. Other major crops of the late nineteenth
century include hops for the brewery'industry, and flax for the
textile industry. Large scale grain farming came to a close wÍth the
collapse of grain markets ìn the 1890s, ending the second period of
agricuìture in Lane County.

As the central valleys began an era of diversified farmìng with
the turn of the century, agriculture in the mountain val'leys to the
east and west remained at a subsistence level. Even before the turn
of the century, farms at a greater d'istance from major transportation
routes turned to livestock production, especíaììy sheep and cattle,
drjving herds to transportation centers, to the coastal ports and to
pasture in the mountains.

The diversified farming of the early twentieth century was
stimu'l ated by i nf I uxes of farmers experi enced i n new agri cu'l tural
practices utilizing crop rotations to majntain fertifity and
introducing new crops. Among these vJere row crops and orchard fru'its
and nuts for regional urban markets and a growing cannery industry.
As I'market roadsrr throughout the county were 'improved and new ra'il
spurs were comp'leted, the agricuìtural commerce of Lane County was
greatly increased.

The extension of a Southern PacifÍc passenger and freight line
to Coos Bay from Eugene'in 1916 opened up the interior Coast Range
and the coast to commercÍal agrìculture. DaÍry farm'ing on the lush
year-round pastures of coastal vaììeys produced dairy products for
rail sh'ipment out to the central val ley.

The diversified farmìng economy of the county reached its
height iust prior to the depression of the 1930s. During this
period, the interior valleys were a richly textured pattern of
orchards, row crops and grai n farms, produci ng a qu'i'lted
agricultural landscape which can still be seen in the first aerial
photographs taken of Lane County in 1936.

E. Logging, Mining and F'ishing

The vast stands of Oregonrs t'imber were a source of awe to early
explorers and settlers. Aìthough the potentiaì for'large scale
harvest of the t'imber resources of western Oregon was evident much
earlier, it wasnrt until the 1880s that commerical 'logging began.

From the 1850s to the late 1870s, most logging was done by hand
with the heìp of horses and oxen to clear the felled timber. In the
central vaì'leys, most areas for settlement were open and did not
require clearing. The demand for sawn and milled lumber to build
"real lumber houses" to repìace hewn'log cabins saw the establishment
of several mills in central Lane County in the 1850s. These mills
were started by enterprì s'i ng agri cul tural i sts-turned-l umbermen who
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took the opportun'ity to satisfy the local demand. The Feljx Scott
mill on the McKenzie River was the first known sawmill in the county
in 1852" Drìggs, Biggs and Company erected a m'ill in SpringfÍe1d in
1853 and by 1855 Jacob Spones and John Djamond began operation of a

sash and door factory i n Coburg.

The first mil'l built to handle a large volume of lumber was
built in Saginaw on the Coast Fork by James Isaac Jones, who became
one of Lane Countyrs first maior timbermen. To bring ìogs from
nearby hills, Jones built the first flume in the county, extending
over fi ve mÍ I es i n 1 ength.

The two events that were to, shape the pattern of commercial
'logging for the next century were the arrival of the railroad to Lane
County'in 1871 and regular schooner traffic to the Siuslaw in 1877.
Development of river logging a'long the Siuslaw and ld'illamette River
trjbutaries included the bui'lding of flumes and the use of splash
dams jmpounding water to float logs down streams.

John Kelly and Robert Booth arrjved jn Lane County from southern
Oregon in 1895 and 'incorporated the Booth Kelly Lumber Company which
dominated the timber industry for the next five decades. They
purchased the Saginaw mill from Jones in 1898 and eonstructed mills
at l,{endl i ng and on the Mohawk Ri ver i n 1899 and at Spri ngf i e1d i n
1902. By 1903, the company employed 1,000 men.

. The success of the Booth Keì 'ly operatí ons i s di rectly
attributable to collusion with the Southern Pacific Railroad which
had purchased the 0regon and California Railroad (0&C) fn 1887.
The'ir agreement included favorable rates for shípping lumber, the
sale of railroad held timberlands to Booth Kelly and construction of
spur ra'il roads to timber reserves 'in the Mohawk Val I ey. Thi s
agreement allowed Booth Kelly to effectively compete with water
shipping of lumber elsewhere 'in the Northwest for interstate markets
such as Cal i forni a.

Southern Paci fi c recei ved the sal e ri ghts to the vast
timberlands granted in 1870 to the Oregon Caljfornia Railroad
Company" The federal government granted 0&C twenty square mjles in
the Coast and Cascade mounta'ins for every track I aid. Prov'isions of
the grant required 0&C to sell these lands to bona fide settlers'in
parcels not larger than 160 acres. Not only had 0&C failed to do
this, but the company recruited ilhomesteaders" to file claims and
sell them back to the timber companies. At the time of purchase of
the company by Southern Pacific, thousands of acres of land were sold
to Booth Kelly'in direct v'iolatjon of the federal land grant.

Moreover, when Averill Harrjman and his associates took control
of Southern Pacific in 1901, they withdrew all 0&C lands from sale.
RealizÍng that the terms of the grant had been violated, the Oregon
Legisìature initiated a battle to seek revestment of the 0&C lands
that took nine years and a Supreme Court decision before revestment
fjna'l1y occurred" Meanwhi'le, m'ill'ions of board feet of v'irgin timber
were harvested by Booth Kelly in the Mohawk and McKenzie River
drainages w'ith the heìp of Southern Pacific; Booth Keììy built an

Ffg. 60
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extensive logging raílroad system into the Cascades foothills and
many more mjlls. After revestment, the 0&C lands eventua'lly came
under the management of the of the Bureau of Land Management.(18)

l,Jith the 0&C lands and most private lands'in the county near'ly
harvested, timber companìes turned to hìgher eìevation forests that
had been designated as Forest Reserves ín 1893 and National Forests
in 1908. By the 1920s, the majority of Lane County¡s rural popuìat'ion
was employed in the timber industry and every va'l'ley had small towns
that supported ì oggì ng camps and mi'l 'l 'i ng acti vi ti es. Some of these
i ncl uded Marcol a, Mabe'l , l¡Jendl i ng, D'iston, Swi sshome, Acme, Cushman,
and Map'leton. By the end of the historic period, the improved county
road system had seen the beginnìngs of the rep'lacement of railroad
I oggi ng by modern truck 'loggí ng.

M'i ni ng acti v j ti es 'in Lane County were concentrated i n the
Cascade Mountains on Blue River, a tributary of the McKenzie and
above the Coast Fork in the Calapooya Mountains.

Gold was discovered up the l'fcKenzie'in 1863, bring'ing mìning
settlements to that area, called the Blue River District. The Lucky
Boy Mine, dÍscovered Ín 1887 was the most productive and operated
until 1917. In the Bohemia mÍning district above the Coast Fork,
mi neral resources were f ì rst di scovered 'in the 1860s. But as w'ith
the Blue R'iver District, the greatest amount of mining activity
occurred in the 1890s. The Bohemia Mines brought new settlement to
Cottage Grove at the confluence of the Coast Fork tributaries wh'ich
became the major southern town 'in central Lane County.

The development of Lane Countyrs fishing industry began 'in
Florence and along the Siuslaw R'iver beginning in the 1870s. Large
salmon canneries processed fish for shipment on coastal schooners.
t¡Ji th the advent of ì arge scal e ri ver 'l oggi ng i n the 1880s, the
declining numbers of salmon eventua'l'ly ended the cannery industry
along the Siuslaw.

In the Cascade river va'lleys trout hatcheries for the sport
fishing on both the McKenz'ie RÍver and Midd'le Fork were started in
the ear'ly twentieth century.

F. Tran sportat'i on

The devel opment of transportati on routes was extremely
important due to the relative Ísolation of many areas in the county
and to the geographic barriers to travel presented by the Coast,
Cascade and Cal apooya Mounta'i n s . Earl 'i est non-Indi an travel i nto
central Lane County was from the north, up the w'ide, flat hJillamette
River Valley from its confluence wÍth the Columbia River 100 miles
from Lane County. Circulation through the county prior to 1846 was
primarily over Indian trails or by river. Trappers w'ith Indjan
guides became most familiar with the trail system that crossed the
mountains out of the upper valley. But by the time settlers began to
arrive in the late 1840s, only one of the many trails was still in
active use.

41



Flg" 51 Sjte of Eugene - Mapl et,on stage route j n Hal e Val I e.y FIg. 52 Simple fjeld bridge

Flg. SJ Oriq' I 0&C railroad bed near Creswel l Flg. 54 Southern Pacîfic railroad in Coast Rangr



i
I

T

t,
il,
i;r

tI

I -,',

.)

ç

È;

t t'-'
ìßr
di'
t^
r:Þ..

'.,?r - .l- 5----.::'.

FIg. 55 Boat land'ing in Coast Range



rv

2t

1¿'l

ct,

1:

Èü

to

suI

fbrl\

írll.t I

FIg"

rl 
S\s\r,,Jtrr,ìr..
1 _=$\-,:à

ent ofshowi ng ext

¡'ot

.:'t"-

e

:

0ffice map
ervati on

56



0f the trails leading from the upper l¡/jllamette valley, the ord
Indian trail aìong the west bank of the Long Tom Rjver on the far
west s'ide of the !r/Íl lamette Val ley was the fur tradÍng "highway"
south to Umpqua River and into southern Oregon. Thjs roufe was ideal
for parties on foot or on horseback because it avoided crossing the
hliIIamette and its tributaries. From the marshlands 'in the présent
area of Fern Ridge Reservoir, the tra'il followed coyote creek,
crossed the headwaters of the S'iuslaw River near present day Lorane,
and dropped jnto the Umpqua River Basin a'long Elk Creek.

Sc'ientif jc exped'itions fol lowed the same route and, jn 1837,
the h/i I I amette Cattl e Company drove 630 head of cattl e from
California Mexican settlements north a'long this trail to introduce
the first cattle to western 0regon. By this time, the trajl was
known as the rrcal Í f orni a Trai I rr and i ts use woul d 'i ncrease to a
steady flow of peopìe and goods within a few years.

until 1846, the overland route to Oregon crossed through the
nort,heastern part of the state from southern Idaho and fol I owed the
Columbia R'iver to the f{illamette Valley. Interest was keen to find arrsouthern routerr into western 0regon and it was Jesse and Lindsay
Applegate who finally succeeded in opening up this route. In 1846,
they planned the route leaving from their first home in the Lower
tdillamette Valley. The route a]ong the Long Tom and Coyote creek was
well known to the scouting party. But for reasons that are not
entirely clear, they decided not to bring the first wagon trains
along this route and ascended Spencer's Butte to scout a different
route south out of the val'ley. After fa'i]ing to fjnd a route up the
Middle Fork Va]1ey, the party found an Indian trail which took them
up the Coast Fork and over the Ca'lapooya Mountains.

Returning with the f irst 'imm'igrant wagon trains, hi storical
evidence that has come recently to 'l'ight suggests that the Applegate
brothers fi rst entered Lane county fol I owi ng the coast Fórk.
Certainly both east and west side routes were 'in heavy use from this
time on. One major route cal I ed rrscottr s cutoff'r , fol I owed the
north/south ridgeìines between the coast Fork and Umpqua River
Basi ns near the present boundary between Lane and Dougl as
Count'ies. ( 19)

In 1849, thousands of go'ld rush seekers hurried over thi s
braided trail system to and from the California and southwest Oregon
mines. By the ear'ly 1850s, when the first accurate maps of Lane
county were made by federal surveyors, there was a west side trajl
calledrrRoad from the Mines to Marysvi'lle'r, (current'ly corvallÍs),
and an east s'ide trai I cal led the rrRoad to 0regon city f rom the
Minesr'. These two north/south routes subsequently became the east
and west side Territorial Roads and were the principal avenues for
travel and commerce in the county during the n'ineteenth century.

Ferries across the larger rivers were established early in the
1850s. The McKenzi e, hli'l I amette, coast and M'iddl e Fork Ri vers al I
had ferries serving trave'lers and residents for a fee. Later in the
nineteenth century, some of these ferries were replaced by covered
bridges.

42



The desire to find a route d'irectly through the Cascade
Mountai ns j nto the upper va'l'ley remai ned strong through the 1850s.
t¡lith tolls exacted from immigrants on both the northern and southern
boundarjes of the Oregon Trail, Lane County res'idents were keen to
establ j'sh a 'rFree Em'igrant Roadil through the Cascades. Explorations
concentrated on the Mi ddl e Fork of the l¡Ji l l amette Ri ver i n 1852-53
and were led by t¡Jilliam Macy and John D'iamond. Late in 1853' the
first wagon trajns made the difficult mountain cross'ing by rounding
the southern flank of Djamond Peak, named for the road bujlder
himself. This route into the verdant vaì'ìeys of central Lane County
was added to the routes from the north and south.

Duri ng the 1850s, over'land travel 'in Lane County was sl ow and
arduous. The two most used north/south roads were dusty jn dry
weather and often impassable in wet weather. A trip for supplies
from Qregon City could take as ìong as ten days by wagon from the
Upper l¡l'i I I amette Val I ey. L'ittl e more than paths or wagon ruts
connected early farmsteads to the Terri tori al Roads . Steam
navi gatjon of the h/i I I amette as f ar as Eugene came i n 1856 

'connãcting Lane County's pioneer community to the rest of the wsrld
for the first time.

trlhile the routes through the Coast Range were little more than
old Indian trails untjl the 1870s, the routes through the Cascades
were improved for wagon traffic in the 1860s. In 1864, the 0regon
Central Military Road was constructed with the help of a federal land
grant" This route was built to connect the tdillamette Valley with
Bojse, Idaho for military purposes during the Indian wars of the
1860s. Qne year later in 1865, the Deschutes ldagon Road was opened
for travel between eastern 0regon and Lane County. An early trail to
drive cattle over the mountains had been completed up the McKenzie by
L862.

The county was further linked to other 0regon and west coast
population centers with the establishment of regular north/south
stage service. In 1860, weekly stages carrjed mail and passengers
between 0regon and Cal'ifornia. Until then, inhabitants in southern
Oregon had to travel up the California Trajl to Marysville
(eoivallis) to obtain the'ir mail. Stages ran daily after 1865 and
continued running well into the 1880s south of Eugene.

East/west stage routes were establ i shed I ater than the
north,/south route i n the 1870s and 1880s and these routes were
managed by local stage compan'ies. The north/south route was operated
by the Oregon and Cal'ifornia Stage Company owned by
Huntington in Portland. Stage lines up the McKenzie River and down

the Siuslaw River operated well into the twentieth century untjl
automobiles replaced them"

The most s'ignificant transportation development for the
economic and popuìatíon growth of Lane County was the arrival of
Huntingtonrs 0regon and California Railroad (0&C) in 1871. hlhile the
railroãd went no further south than Lane County until the late 1880s,
Lane County now had convenient, fast transport for fre'ight and
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Explrx¡,tloNs
This I'tap shows, per United States surveJ¡, the Sections, Townships and Ranges in vhich the

Lands of the Oregon & Califorñia R. R Co. are located,.
Il'hole and parts of sections shaded thus indicate Land for sale.

A full section contains 64o acres, and is one mile squale. Å full 'Township contains 36 of
these sections, and No. ¡ is always in the Northeast corner, and the others follow in con-
secutive order as shown on diagram.

T¡n ¡rts ¡,xu Cr.¡xo¡'rro¡.¡s.

These Lands are sold on ten years credit o¡ for cash. If sold ou c¡e,lit the purchaser pays
down one-tenth of the amount ; one year after the date of the sale, he pays z per cent. interest
on the remaining nine-tenths of the principal , at the end of the second vear he pays one-tenth
of the principal and interest on the remainder, and the same each successive year, until all has
been paid at the end of ten years. If the Land is sold, for cash, a discount of 5 per cent. on
the purchase price will be allowed.
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passengers to the ìarger towns and shípping centers 'in the north
val I ey.

For the next 50 years, the railroad would be the key to the
economic development of the countyrs agricuìtural and timber
resources, as wel I as the most conveni ent means of passenger
transportation. Railroads for carryÍng logs to mills first went as
far as the edge of the forested hills, then were extended Ínto the
hills themselves. These ra'ilroads made it possible for saw mills and
mill communities to ex'ist deep in the Coast and Cascade Mountains.
By 1915, there was hardly a settled mountain vaìley that was not
within a dayrs walk of the railroad.

As for the central l¡/illamette Valìey, the Oregon Electric
Railroad Company established both east and west sjde lines in I9I2,
bringing farms and towns a'll across the va'lley to with'in a few mjles
of one of the three rail l'ines. Five daily passenger trains traveled
between Eugene and Portland'in that year. By 1916, rail lines had
been extended to the far eastern and western reaches of the county.
Even durjng the 1920s and 30s as the most important roads in rural
Lane County began to be paved, the railroad was still the most
convenient means to travel to many pìaces._

In the depressÍon years of the 1930s, road crews of the Cjv'ilìan
Conservat'ion Corps (CCC) paved and gravel'led roads throughout the
county. By the close of the historic period, the Roosevelt Highway
along the coast, Highway 99 through the vaìley and state highways
through the Coast Range (Highways 36 and L26) aqd through the
eascades (Highways 126 and 58) all were paved and vehicular traffic
had become the popular mode of commercjal and recreational travel"

From early wagon roads to railroads and paved vehicular roads,
each new transportation technology had to overcome significant
phys'ica1 barrìers. The grade up the McKenzje l,r/agon Road, requiring
twenty-s'ix oxen for one wagon, or therrBeecher and Tildenr¡rock along
the Siuslaw stageeoach road were two of the many examples of such
obstacles. Engineering the railroad grade up the Middle Fork and
bridgi ng the coastal rivers were I ater exampl es obstructí ng
railroads and vehjcular roads. In historic times as in the present,
overcoming the obstacles to new transportation routes by first
opening and then maintaìn'ing the routes knit together isolated
families along the countyrs transportation corridors.

G. Commun'iti es

The different kinds of communites found in rural Lane County
during the hi storic period were almost aìways related to
developments in agriculture, industry (especial ìy logging) and
tran sportati on .

1. Early Rural Centers: Early rural centers such as
l{i I I amette Forks, Ferguson, Hadì eyvi 1'le, Cl overdal e and
many others supported the widely scattered farmsteads in
the 1850s and 60s. Often these centers grew by or on farms
near roads through the va'l 'leys w'ith a stage tavern, post
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offj ce, bl acksmi th shop, and occasi onal ìy a church or
school. AgrarÍan socjal institutions such as the Patrons
of Husbandry, precursor of the Grange movement, built
halls for meetings in most farmjng areas of the county by
the 1890s. Through the late nineteenth century, the towns
i n Lane County were very smal I and the popul ati ons
predominant'ly rural .

However, Eugene and Springfieìd were 'larger than other
rural centers of Lane County by the mid-1850s" Yet here the
water turbine-powered flour, woolen and saw'mjlls
conti nued serve the needs of the surroundi ng rural
populace" VJhen the rajlhead was established at Eugene Ín
1871, these town populat'ions swelled and continued to grow
faster than the rural areas for the rest of the historie
peri od.

2" Transportatjon Related Communjties: The railroad also
brought development of new towns dependent upon shipping
goods or sjmply 'located where the railroad was. Junction
CÍty was one such new town, built where jt was thought the
east and west side railroads would meet. Many railroad
siding communjties sprang up, some as a result of the labor
eamps needed to construct the railroads (i.e. Siltcoos
StatÍon, Natron, Jasper). 0lder communities prospered
when the ra'i I road came through a town such as Creswel I ,

whereas others that were bypassed became shadows of their
former selves as with Cloverdale"

Crossroads communities I ike Lorane and Elmira
continued to prosper even though they were not graeed by
the railroad because major overland roads or stage routes
i ntersected at the csmmun'i ty .

3. Communities Based on Industry: A large group of
communities sprang up in association with the extractjon
of timber, fish and mineral resources in rural areas of the
county. Mill communities were the first and later most
frequent of this kind of community. Coburg, which had one
of the first mills in the county, fiây have been the first
such commun'ity although it al so was on the east s'ide
Territorial Road and served the surroundÍng farm commun'ity
before becoming a predominantly mill town"

In the nineteenth century, Sagìnaw, Disston, Acme,
Swisshome, Marcoìa, Mabe'l and other towns grew from mill
camps to sfnall towns. In the twentieth century, this form
of community mushroomed across the county, usualìy made
possibìe by extension of the ra'ilroad into mountain
val'leys of the Coast and Cascade Ranges. l{endl i ng i n the
Mohawk River Valley is a preeminent example. Completely
gone today, l¡lendl i ng was a bustì i ng i ndustri al town wi th
several mills and a railroad transporting both logs and
passengers. 0thers were Vaughn, ltJestfir and 0akridge.
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MinÍng and fìsh'ing jndustjes also spawned commun'ities.
For example, Blue Rjver on the McKenzie was ìnitia'l'ly
f ounded to house m'i ne I aborers i n the 'l ate n i neteenth
century. Communjties relying upon fishing also were
supported by sawmills. Florence had salmon canneries
early in its development providing local residents with
empl oyment.

As the economic vic'issitudes of agriculture, logging,
fishing and minr'ng rose and felI through the historic
period, communit'ies appeared quìckly and di sappeared
quickly. At di fferent times some communities would
f I ouri sh whi I e others woul d l angu'ish, usuaì'ly dependì ng
upon which economic activity was faring well and which was
not.

H. Resorts and Recreation

The title of this theme area suggests the two distinct types of
recreational development that occurred 'in Lane County during the
historic period. In the late nineteenth century, fÍshing, hunting
and hot spring resorts were used by a weaìthy few. After the
improvement of county roads for automobiles .beginning in the 1920s,
recreationa'l development was oriented to automotive travellers and
to the general pub'lìc.

The geotherma'l hot springs of the upper McKenzie River valley
were discovered in the 1850s but it was not unti'l the 1890s that
resorts were constructed around these hot spri ngs. Those who
traveled to these resorts usual'ly rode the stages of the Eugene Stage
Company which took one to two days, depending on weather conditions.
Vleal thi er soci ety fami I i es f rom the va'l 1ey towns and Portl and were
the principle guests of the resorts. They would often spend several
weeks or longer at the resorts.

Hunting and fjshing ìodges also deve'loped on the McKenzie after
1900. These lodges and the hot spring resorts were popular even
outside of Oregon. In the 1920s, they attracted elite writers,
actors and senators. These resorts all declined during and after the
Depression. The on'ly other m'ineral hot sprìng resort was along the
upper Coast Fork at London.

Soon after roads outside the central vaììeys began to be
'improved and peop'le w'ith autos started to travel them, new sorts of
recreational Índustry began. Tied to accessibility by auto, several
recreational areas had developed by the end of the historic period.
Some of these were destinations forrrSunday drives" whìle others were
resorts for longer term stays. The Triang'le Lake and coastal areas
al ong the Roosevel t Hi ghway are exampl es from the 1930s of
recreati onal areas wi th 'l odg'i ng and other servi ces f or travel ers .

I. Federal Actions Affecting Settlement History

Si x maior f edera'l ly 'l egi s'l ated acti ons duri ng the h j stori c
period set in motion patterns of settlement history for Lane County
that contjnue into the modern period.
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The first was the Donation Land Act of 1850 which allowed each
male and female citìzen over the age of e'ighteen to claim up to 320
acres jn the h/'illamette Valìey and ìts tributary vaììeys. This act
was a maiolinducement f or the overl and m'igrati ons and pì oneer
settlements of the late 1840s and early 1850s. The physica'l patterns
of c'la'im settlement wìll be described jn later chapters.

The Homestead Act of 1862 reduced the s'ized of cl a'ims to 160
acres per cla'imant. The lands ava'ilable for homesteading in Lane
County by the 1860s were jn forested areas of the Coast and Cascade
Mountains.

In 1864, the commissioning of the Oregon Central Miljta
opened I ands to settl ement aì ong the M'iddl e Fork of the l¡l'i

River. The 1871 land grant to the Oregon and California Rai
twenty mil es east and west of each mi'le of track I aid was
for homesteadjng purposes.

Together, these I and grants breathed the i ndi vidual j sti e,
democratjc spirit of the l,r/est, extending the right to own land
through the labor of ìmproving it to any cit'izen. Although the
intent'ion of the ìegi s'lation was jn real ìty thwarted by land
specuìation and timber interests, it nonetheless bequeathed to the
0regon Terri tory a trad'iti on of ega'l 'i tari an'i sm and a pattern of
indiv'idual property ownership jn areas not owned by the timber
companies.

The opening of that portion of the Siletz Indian Reservation in
the coastal region of Lane County in 1875 ushered in the later
settlement of that area.

Fina'ìly, the creation of the Cascade and Coast Range Forest
Reserves 'in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt and the revestment
of 0&C lands to BLM management jn 1916 put into federal management
over 3,500 square miles or about 80% of Lane County's total land
area. The character of Lane Countyrs dom'inant logging industry would
be determ'ined for the rest of the twentieth century by these actions.

Other federal actions that were important for the historic
peri od were the treaties and acts of removal wi th remai ni ng Ind'ians,
and the extensive federal surveying of Lane County lands and
nav'igabl e streams and coastal harbors.

III. Conc'lusi on'

This discussion of historic themes, presentìng a picture of
devel opments wi thì n each theme area Í s adequate only for the
eval uati on of i nd'ivi dual cu'ìtural or hi stori c resources rel ated to
that theme. In understand'ing cul tura'l 'landscapes, components f rom
dìfferent themes and periods may be found together (for examp'le,
Donation Land Clajm farmsteads from the 1850s, a raìlroad and a mill
town from 1900, or a state highway with a roadside hotel of the
1930s). The themat'ic approach i s inadequate for eval uating the

ry Road
I amette
road of
ntended
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historic signjficance or phys'icaì integrity of 'larger rural cultural
I andscapes wj th 'i nterrel ati ng themes ( agrì cul ture, ì oggi ng,
transportation, communities, etc. )

In the course of the fìeld survey of rural Lane County, it was
noted that in some of the cultura'l ìandscapes there are certain
perìods jn which all the themes represented jn that landscape and
expressed in landscape components set a framework for later periods.
Thjs is true especially in the central vaììeys. In other cultural
ì andscapes the 1 andscape components wi th physì ca1 i ntegri ty are
those that reflect themes of a historic period which have v'irtuaì1y
rep'laced components of an earlier period. (This was found primari'ly
in the cultura'l ìandscapes of the Coast Range and Cascade Range
val I eys. )

Three genera'l 'ized rrhi storic I andscape peri odsrr i ncl udi ng most
historic themes were identified by the survey:

The Agrarian Landscape

The Industrial ized Landscape

The Landscape of Commerce

1849 - 1940

1870 - 1940

1890 - 1940

Each of the hi stori c ì andscape perì ods represent certai n

cultural values wh'ich fjnd expressìon in the described themes and
physica'lìy in settlement patterns made up of ìandscape components.
The patterns from a particular period and the communities that live
wi thi n them usual ìy persi st j nto other perì ods. Therefore, al I the
periods overlap towards the second half of the historic perìod of the
entire survey (1846-1940). The next four chapters exp'lore the three
h'istorjc landscape periods found by the survey in Lane County.
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CHAPTER IV

CULTURAL AND HISTORIC LANDSCAPE RESOURCES IDENTIFIED
BY THE SURVEY

I. ïntroduction

The Lane County survey adapted and refined the National Park
Servi ce' s general def i ni ti ons of cul tural I andscape components ( see
Part IV). The cultural 'landscape components as defined for Lane
County guided t,he field surveyors ìn the identif icat'ion of potential
cultural and historic landscape resources (see Survey Melhod). This
chapter presents each cultural landscape component as found across
the county. The fol ìowì ng chapt,ers 'in Part II w'il'l characterize the
same components in settlement patterns reflecting historic perÍods
for the cultural ìandscapes of Lane County.

The landscape components described in this chapter and used jn
the survey to'ident'ify cultural and hjstoric landscape resources are
se.parated only for the purposes of understandìng and describing what
cultura'l ìandscapes are comprìsed of . They do not actual'ly exist in
the ìandscape in separatìon from each other, but relate closely to
each othelin living'landscapes. Taking th'is a step further, jn the
different historic landscape periods, peopìe have not just built
single components (ie. just houses, of just roads), but have
fashj oned whol e I andscapes wi th each change to one component
eventual'ly having an affect on all others. An obvious example occurs
when a rural road is improved or widened. Usually the change in the
road's physica'l character has corol'lary effects on the spatial
organization of the surrounding area, including adjustments to other
circulat'ion networks, to boundary demarcat'ions, vegetat'ion (at least
in association with the road change), poss'ibly'leading to changes in
the cluster arrangement of structures along the road. All of these
changes wììl incorporate former responses to natural features that
caused the road to be put there in the first pìace, and may respond
to the same natural features in new ways.

0nce again, the components of cultural landscsapes are:

A. 0veral ì Spatial 0rganization
B. H'istoric Lane Use Categorìes and Activ'ities
C. Response to Natural Features
D. Circulation Networks
E. Boundary Demarcations
F. Vegetation Related to Land Use
G. Cl uster Arrangement
H. Structures
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FIg" 71 - 78

I. Smal I Scal e El ements
J. Hi stori cal Vi ews and Landscape Perceptr'ons

t¡lhi l e each component i s to be found everywhere ì n Lane County,
the character and d'istribution of each component varjes depending on
the cultural history of the area and naturaì landscape features
(c1ìmate, soi'ls, vegetation, sìope etc.) All the components found jn
each cul tural 'l andscape area combi ne to f orm the di stî ncti ve rura'l
settlement patterns descrjbed in the fol lowing chapters.

Because of the size of the survey area, not all components could
be documented in detail. The components given primary attentjon for
the purposes of thi s county-wÍde survey are: overal 'l spatì al
organization; hjstoric land use categories and activities; response
to natural features; circulation networks; boundary demarcations;and
cl uster arrangement and structures. The other components were
included'in the field portion of the survey but did not receive the
same attentjon as the others. These are: vegetatìon related to land
use (espec'ia1'ly on the site-spec'ific sca'le); small scale elements;
and hj stori cal vi ews and 'l andscape percepti ons .

They have all been included 'in the fo'lìowing discussjon
defi ni ng each component because al I components are found j n al l
eultural landscapes and will be addressed'in more detajled surveys of
smaller areas possessing historic signifìcance and phys'ical
ì ntegri ty.

The criteria for the determinat'ion of historical s'ign'ificance
and physr'cal 'integrity díffers for each component. The description
of crjteria used for determin'ing significance and jntegrity ìs foundjn the chapter on evaluation jn Part IV.

A. Overall Spatiaì 0rganjzation

The composite patterns of rural settlement for the hìstorl'c
period are described as the spatial organization of spec'ific
cultural landscape areas. This characteristic hístoric structure of
a ì andscape i s a combi nati on of al I cul tural 'l andscape comþonents
t,hat have both physical integrity and historic s'ignificance. The
resuì t'i ng fabric of rural settl ement patterns, refl ecti ng the
various phases of historic development for that area is what, in the
f i nal analys'i s, makes one cul tural l andscape area di sti nct from
other cultural 'landscape areas found in the county.

B. Land Use Categories and ActÍvities

Rural land use in Lane County has historicaìly fallen ìn two
broad categori es:

1. Settl ement si te rel ated I and use ( farmsteads, rural
communities, mill sites, etc.);

2. Resource development land use (farming, logging, mÍning,
fi shí ng, etc. )
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FIg. 75 Road and farms sited above fìoodp'lain (Coast Range Flg. 76 Agriculture land use on river bench (McKenzÍe R.)

FIg. 77 Development in response to river (Siusìaw R.) Flg. 78 Crossroads community oriented to river (Maoleton)



The settlement site relat,ed land use is dealt w'ith'in the
structures and cluster arrangement components below. The following
land use discussion app'lies primarily to resource related land use.

The density, extent and character of resource related land use
have changed over time i n correspondence wi th changes i n popu'lat'ion,
soci al , pol i ti cal and economi c trends , the devel opment of new
techno'logy and new means of transporting peopìe and goods. For
example, the grain-based agricultural land use of the Upper
h/i I I amette Val I ey i n the I ate ni neteenth century extended
agri cuì tural ì and use from val I ey margi n to val I ey margi n on'ly
because river and rail transport of crops to distant markets provided
the means to export surplus crops produced jn this area. The
improvement of rail and road transportation had a simjlar impact on
t,he extent and character of farmi ng and 'loggi ng i n the Coast and
Cascade mountain ranges.

The survey identified major changes in land use by comparing
present land use to historic patterns of land use using historic
maps, h'istoric aerial photos and the results of historic research.
Historically, continuous patterns of cleared lands for agricultural
land use and forested areas are ind'icated on each survey map of one
square mile.

Hjstoric land use areas on the survey maps are approx'imate given
the degree of change ín some areas of the county. In the central
va'lleys of the county (the Upper hlillamette Valley, lower McKenzie,
lower Middle Fork and lower Coast Fork valleys) th_e character of
agricu'ltural land use has changed the most, whereas the character of
agricu'ìtural lands in the mountajn valleys of the Coast and Cascade
ranges has remained comparatively constant since the valley bottoms
were cleared in the late n'ineteenth century. (The few exceptions
are described in later chapters.)

HÌstoric land uses in the cultural 'landscapes of Lane County
have been determined to have hjstoric significance where those land
use patterns were of critjcal importance to the economic and social
h'istory of the cultural ìandscape area. The physical integrity of
hjstoric land use patterns was determined by asking if those patterns
exist today 'in the same genera'l character as they were in the period
of historic significance.

0n the'larger scale of the cultural ìandscape area, the
integrity of historic land use patterns is usual'ly the relationship
of open , agri cu'l tural I ands to f orested 'l ands . \dhere the
proport'ionate di stri but'ion of agricul tural to f orest I and use has
remai ned constant from the peri od of thei r ori gi naì h'i stori c
significance to the present, this boundary between forest and
agricuìtural land use has been shown on the survey maps.

0n the smal I er scal e of each square mì 1 e, the same general
boundary between agricuìtural and forest land use has been shown, and
historic djstinctions between agricultural land uses have also been
shown ('i .e. pasture, gra'ins, row crops and orchards, etc. ) It j s
easier to determine the historic land uses for cultural 'landscapes of
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the Coast and Cascade mountaín valleys than for cultural landscapes
ínc'luding the central val'leys of the county. This is due to the
natural'ly occurri ng dÍ f ferences of soi I s and cl imate occurrì ng 'in
these different areas together with the 'impacts of settlement. In
the mountainous areas there has been less agricultural land use
change than in the central vaì'leys.

Therefore, the property-speci fi c I and use hj story of the
central val1ey agricultural areas is more comp'lex and the survey was
limited to determination of broad patterns of historic agricultural
I and uses. For exampl e, i n the l¡/i I I amette, Mohawk, I owei McKenzi e,
Coast and þ1iddl e Fork val I eys, there are areas wh.ich have
historicalìy been utilized for grains or seed crops as opposed to
areas whjch have historically been utilized for vegetable or orchard
crops. The extension of ìrrigation to formerìy dry land farming areas
has extended the ab'il jty to grow row crops l'n some areas where grains
were formerly grown, therefore changing the physicaì integrity of a
specific kind of agrÍcultural 'land use for certain s'ites. Despite
changes of such a nature, the overall proportion of agricuìtural'land
use to forest or settlement land uses may have remained constant
sjnce the historie period"

C. Response to Natural Features

All of the 'landscape components far respond to natural features
of vegetation, s'lope, soi1s, etc. in specifìc ways" Historic jand use
such as field patterns and cropping systems respond to slope and
soils to maximize the use of the land accord'ing to the available
know'ledge and technology of a g'iven period" Historic circulation
networks such as road patterns often respond to elevation changes and
the floodplains in all the cultural landscapes of the county. Early
road systems were sited where passage was easiest through an area.
railroad beds were desÍgned to achieve even grades through rough
terra'in. Boundary demarlations respond to naiural boundiries of
rivers and ridge'lines in many cases. .The siting of structures, farm
and other rural c'lusters of build'ings also responded to slope, aspect
and the prevailìng weather. For exampìe, early houses and barns
near'ly always faced north or east where possible to protect entrances
from the winter winds and rains. Sjmilarìy, earìy farmsteads and
communities were located on benches above the f]oodplain to avoid
rising water from winter and spring rains.

Response to natural features is summarized for each of the
cultural ìandscape areas and noted on the survey forms for each
section surveyed.

D. Circulation Networks

Circulation networks in Lane County vary jn complexity and
purpose. Their discovery and 'improvement are central to the history
of the county and the state. 0n one end of the historícal spectrum
are footpaths and wagon roads that evolved from game and Indian
trails. At the other end are the road and rail systems that unify a
far-flung county. In most, areas of the county the entjre spectrum is
represented " Hi stori ca'l 'ly, c'i rcul at'ion networks deveì oped f rom
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Ftg. Most historic structures are sited on higher ground Flg- 84 Roads connect farmsteads in narrow rural valleys83

Flg. 85 Many covered bridges were built in Lane County (#3039) FIg. 86 Steel raiIroad bnidgein Coast Range (Siuslaw R. #1917)



Flg. 87 S'impìe field bridge (North Fork, Siuslaw Rjver #1908) Flg" 88 Road sited at edge of fieìds, forest (Lake Creek #3176)

FIg. 89 Road .'"ed ajong riverbank (Siuslaw River #1973) Flg" 90 Fences as boundary demarcation (Coast Fork 113 )



Roads as boundary demarcation (Territorial Road #

Flg. 93 Fences and vegetation as boundary demarcation (#2769,

FIg. 92 Vegetation as boundary demarcation (Territorial Road

94 Visible donation land
(Territorial Rd #2769)
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paths and river traveì to prim'it'ive wagon and stage routes, ra'ilroads
and fjnally paved roads for vehicular traffic.

The physiography of the county, wìth a central north/south
val I ey corridor, east/west va'l'ley corridors on e'ither side and a
I imited north/south coastal corridor, defines the broader
circulat'ion pattêrns that dominate the settlement hístory of the
county. Early circulation patterns were traced from the same sources
as those used to discern h'istoric land uses. 0nly those contemporary
circulation networks (paths, roads, railroads) which are
historically signìficant and have physical 'integrity are identjfied
on the individual survey forms.

c'irculation patterns that were critical to the settlement of
the cultural 'landscape area, to the settlement of the state or
Pacific Northwest, or where such development was assoc'iated with
persons prominent in the history of the area, state or regìon were
determ'ined to have historic significance. A third area of h'istorjc
signÍficance is where roads or railrôads are significant due to
unique achievements of engineering or constructìon t,echno'logy.

E. Boundary Demarcat'ion s

Boundary demarcations, distjnguishing different areas of
ownershÍp, use or management, may be either natural'landscape
features or cultural landscape features. As a natural' ìandscape
feature, a boundary may be a creek or riverbank, ridgelÍne or natural
vegetation. Boundaries t'hat are cultural landscape features are,
for example, fences, a utilÍty easement, road or ìriigation canal.
Boundary demarcations may also be a combination of natural and
cultural ìandscape features such as fences overgrown with blackberry
bramble, or a tree l'ined f ield or road

All the boundary demarcations described above and many other
combinations can be found across the county. Early survey and
p'lanning maps and historical aerial photos are the best record of
changed and continuous boundarÍes. The boundaries of the first
ownership patterns, the donatjon land claims, are visible today in
msst areas where cla'ims were filed. The p]aces where donatjon land
claim boundaries are visible today are indicated on the survey maps.
0ther prominent or characteri st'ic boundary demarcations are
descri bed 'in the summary f j ndi ngs for each cul tural 'landscape 

.

Changes in the type and character of boundary demarcations are
important indicators of changing land ownershÍp patterns, ìand use
changes and the impacts of new or different technojogies. An example
would be the impact of rep'lac'ing draft animal traction f or farm
machinery with mechanical traction. The shapes of fields, the need
for hay and feed crops for draft animals and the need to keep anima'ls'in certa'in areas and out of other areas all had an impact on boundary
demarcat'ions. Hi storical ly, boundary demarcat'ions have tended to
become 'increasi ng'ìy abstracted f rom the natural I andscape. For
exampìe, property boundaries may conform to the section grid more
than they do to the lay of the land. However, even such property
boundaries are eventually visible in the natural landscape, becomìng

FIg. 9t - 94
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Flg" 95 ¿ 100

Fig. l0t - t0S

concrete. The survey discovered both boundaries that begin wjth
concrete natural landscape features and boundaries that begìn as
abstractions throughout the county dat'ing from the historic perìod.

F. Vegetation Related to Land Use

Vegetation as a cultural ìandscape eomponent refers to all
p1 ant materi al that has been p'l anted, control 1 ed, i nfl uenced or
modified by human actìvities, whether unintentionaì 1y or
intentionally. Thís includes plant spec'ies that are native to the
county and spec'ies introduced and/or naturalized durìng historic
settl ement.

The character of vegetation related to land use nill vary
depend'i ng on the I and use ( i .e . f orest or agrí cu'lture) and the
natural landscape setting (Í.e. s'lope, elevation, aspect or the
direction a s'ite faces, soi'ls, the availability of water and the
plant communities nat'ive to a given area). The generaì plant
communitjes native to the three major physiographic areas of the
county were given in the chapter on the environmental context of the
survey.

Some vegetatÍon gìves more obv'ious clues to former land use or
settlement (for example, ornamental or fruit tree plantings on the
site of an early homestead). Other vegetation is harder to Ínterpret
as to its h'istorical land use relationship (such as try'ing to
determine whether a grouping of fir or oak trees was planted,
modified or the result of natural reproductÍon). Funthermore, there
were areas 'in the county i n whi ch extensi ve mod'i f i cati on of pl ant
communities had occurred during preh'istoric settlement. Despite
thÍs djfficulty, vegetation patterns remain an ìmportant cultural
landscape component, especia'l1y 'in a region where rich and varìed
pl ant communi t'ies can thri ve.

0n the survey map forms, the vegetation related to land use is
labelled or marked in specr'al cases. As with all the other
components, only vegetation found to be dating from the h'istoric
perÍod is included.

G. Cluster Arrangement

Cluster arrangement refers to the intentional p'lacement of
cultural elements (usua'lìy structures) within a discrete landscape
setting. Such cluster arrangements in Lane County 'include clusters
of farm bui'ldings, a cluster of buildings at a sawmill or in a rural
commun Í ty. 0n the survey maps , farm cl usters wi th a hi stori c
residence and associated barns or outbuiìdings are circled. The
physical integrity of cluster arrangements was determined from
historic aerial photos and the fÍe1d survey. Detailed description of
the evolution of clusters was not possible for a survey of the size
of the Lane County survey.

H. Structures
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sited (Terri tori al #3397 Flg. 96 Homestead fruit orchard on North Fork (Siuslaw River
#2774)
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Flg.99 Planting around farmstead (tJillamette Valley #2321) loo Specimen fruit tree in r. Valìey (Lake Cr
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The various types of structures found'in rura'l Lane County were
i dentí fi ed accordi ng to thei r funct'i on , esti mated date of
construction, genera'l sty'le, architectural s'ignificance, physical
integrity and association with 'important historic themes. A

separate chapter on the archÍtectural herÍtage of Lane County
describes the types of bui'ldings that occurred in rura'l Lane County.

The survey team used historic aerjal photos and the results of
previous surveys to identify sites with possible structures dating
from prior to 1940. These sites were then fjeld checked and
photographed. AlI sites with structures dating from the h'istoric
period were reviewed by members of the survey team to determine
estimated dates of constructÍon function and style, physicaì
integrity and architectural s'ignificance. The significance of sites
with structures for the hÍstory of the county was determjned from
anaìysis of historical data prior to, during and after field survey
of the sites.

Structures ident'ified on the survey maps are most often
residences and barns, but other 'landscape structures are also
identified including cemeteries, dams, canals, mill ponds, brÍdges,
earthworks, monuments or any other bu'ilt features found in the
I andscape. Cj vi c bui ì di ngs such as school s, granges, commerci a'l

bui ld'i ngs and mì I I s are al so noted on the survey forms and
photographs. The summary findings for each cultural 'landscape area
also descrÍbe the extent and character of historic structures as they
relate to the other landscape components.

I. Small Scale Elements

Sma'll scale elements such as'lone grave markers may be unique to
a site or area, or they may be an example of a historica'l pattern of
similar elements of which there are few remnants, such as wind
powered water pumps. Small scale elements identified in the field
include exampìes of both types. However, there has by no means been
an exhaustjVe inventory of small scale e'lements across the county.
0nly when the field team's research and subsequent fie'ld survey ìed
to sma'l'ler elements in association with sites'al ready having other
cultural and historic features were these elements recorded. They
are recorded w'ith a speci a'l symbo'l on the survey maps and
oce assionaì'ly described i n text as wel I .

J. Historical Views and Landscape Percept'ions

Hi stori cal vi ews and other perceptual qua'l i t'ies rel ated to
historic settlement'in Lane County reveal much about the character of
the landscape as Ít appeared to past generations. Examples are the
representationa'l art dep'icting the natural and cultural landscape of
the areas surveyed, whether i n hi stori c photos , pal'nt'i ngs ,
engravings or drawings. Interpretation of the signÍficant perceptual
qualities requÍres knowing the attitudes and conditions of cultural
I i fe i n di fferent peri ods.

For examp'le, there are numerous references to and
representations of landscape 'robstacles¡r that had to be overcome 'in

Flg. 104 - '106

Flg. 107 - lAQ

FIg. 110
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order to complete a road or railroad. Also the importance of
rrprospectsrr from buttes and other h'igh promontories (i.e. Spencerrs
and Skinner's Buttes, Mt.Pisgah, etc.) is clear in the wrítings of
early explorers, surveyors and settlers looking for land to stake
thei r ¡l aims.

Some of these views and perceptual qualíties are described r'n
the preface" These views and perceptions were not '¡surveyed" as
such, but references to them are noted where they surfaced in the
historical 'literature. The integrity and significance of historjc
landscape views and perceptions is more diffieult to determÍne and
awaits more detai'led evaluat'ion of the 'landscape areas determ'ined to
have hÍstoric significance and integrity in terms of the other nine
ìandscape components. The evidence of historical views and
I andscape perceptÍ ons hel ps to veri fy whether a contemporary
landscape setting has some relationship to these historic v'iews and
percepti on s .
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Val I ey #3452) 104 Community structure: grange (Territorial Rd #2768)

AEri""1 tural structure : 106 Residential structure (Territorial Rd #



FIg. 107 Small scale element: early tractor (Mohawk Valley #3267)Flg. lOS Small scale element: historical monument (#3320)

Flg. 109 Smalì Scale element: draft farm machinery (#2013) Flg. 110 Historicaì view: stage route (#
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CHAPTER V

INTRODUCTION TO HISTORIC LANDSCAPE PERIODS OF LANE
COUNTY

For the purpose of this survey of cultural landscape resources
i n Lane County, sett'l ement patterns are understood as a

constellat'ion of cultural landscape components expressing the values
of particular historic periods as an embodiment of meaning in the
physical envìronment. The meaning of a component or a pattern of
cul tural I andscape components general ìy has both soci al and
functional dimensions. Understood in this way, settlement patterns
are "history made vìsiblerr in the rural landscape.

In the chapter on the h'istorical context, historical themes of
devel opment i n rural Lane County were summari zed ( subs'i stence
ììving, agriculture, ìogg'ing, etc.) I'lith'in each historical theme
the survey identified distinct periods and at the end of the chapter
the themes were combined into three genera'lized periods in Lane
Countyrs rural history.

A'll the historical themes described in that chapter have been
physìca1ìy expressed in the form of cultural landscape components
which were identified in the previous chapter. Moreover, the
cul tural 'landscape components rel ated to a si ng'le theme ( i .e"
ìogging) are almost a'lways related to the components of other themes
(i"e. transportation, communities, agriculture, etc. ) This
combinat'ion of cultural landscape components expressing interrelated
themes of historic development constitute the settlement patterns of
a particular historic period.

The following three chapters will descrjbe the settlement
patterns of the three general periods introduced in the Historic
Overview (the Agrarian Landscape, the Industrialized Landscape and
the Landscape of Commerce). As was noted with historic themes,
settlement patterns rarely were transformed suddenly and completely.
For examp'le, determi ni ng exactìy when i ndustri al'ized settl ement
patterns eclipsed those of an agrarian landscape 'is not possible,
even if desirable. Like the unfolding of social history, landscape
history ìs a process of incremental change, varying its pace at
di f f erent t'imes and p'l aces .

In Lane County settlement patterns of earlier periods commonly
persi st duri ng 'later periods. h,hi I e settl ement patterns rel ated to
all three historic periods have occurred 'in every part of Lane
County, they have taken on di fferent characteri sti cs and have
appeared at different times. This geograph'ic and temporal variety is
due primarily to the complex physiography of the county and'its rich
cultural h'istory.
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In most of Lane Countyrs cultural landscapes, components from
more than one settlement pattern are evident. In some there are as
many as four or five periods of settlement pattern development that
are layered one on top of the other. H'istorjcal signÍficance may be
attributed to one settl ement pattern, or to several patterns
dependÍng on their comparative historical signìficance and physìcaì
integrity. The discussion of the settlement patterns that retain
integrity and have historic signifjcance for each cultural landseape
and for the county will be addressed jn Part IiI (The Cultural
Landscapes of Lane County).

In summary, there have been three steps of hi storí cal
interpretation in the course of the survey:

1. Individual cultural landscape components are evaluated for
their re'ìationship to the hjstoric theme to which they
be'long (i.e. determinÍng that a partÍcular land. use 'is
rel ated to agrì cu'l ture or a rai I road to I oggi ng or
mining).

2. The cultural ìandscape components representing different
historfc themes are evaluated for their interrelationshr'ps
within general historic landscape. periods across the
enti re county ( i .e. understandi ng the di fferent
relationship of agriculture to transportation between the

. agrarian landscape period and the jndustrialized landscape
peri od)

3. Settlement patterns of historic periods are evaluated
depend'i ng on whi ch are domi nant and have physi ca1
integrÍty with'in each of the cultural ìandscapes of Lane
County. For further details on the criteria for
evaluation see chapter XXII.

It js the interweaving of natural landscape features and
cultural 'landscape components and their layering in rural settlement
patterns from different periods in the countyrs history that g'ive the
cultunal landscapes of Lane County lasting and unique character. The
following three chapters on the settlement patterns of Lane County
are still genera'lized for all of Lane County. In Part III we will
see these settlement patterns reach different levels of expression
in different cultural ìandscapes of Lane County.

An understanding of the particular settlement patterns of a
historic landscape period (i.e. the Agrarian Landscape) prov'ides a
basis for evaluating the physical integrity and the sign'ificance of
the remainíng settlement patterns on the'larger scale of a cultural
landscape. For examp'le, there may be an area of the eounty where the
I andscape components rel ated to themes of agri cul ture,
transportation and communities are expressions of the Agrarian
Landscape, in their specific interrelationships and character.
Thus, landscape components may gain historic significance by
association wÍth the settlement patterns of which they are a part.
Evaluation of the physica'l integrity of these cultural ìandscape
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components on the scale of a cultural'landscape area is therefore a
comparative exercÍse. The jntegrìty of the components historjcally
significant for their relationshìp to historic settlement patterns
is determined by comparison to other areas of the county and state.

The fol 1 owi ng chapters on the hi stori c I andscape perÍ ods
indentified by the survey for Lane County begÍn by stat'ing the reason
for choosing the name and dates of the period. The "essence" of the
period jn terms of the eonstellation of cultural values represented
by the period wÍll also be explored in this introduction.

The remainder of the chapter wi'll be divided into the theme
areas already summarÍzed. l¡/ithin each historical theme (i.e.
agricuìture, 'logging, communities, etc.) the domjnant settlement
patterns and cultural landscape components will be described and
given approximate dates. The discussion wÍl I proceed from the
generaì to the specific, that is from settlement patterns expressing
certain historic themes to ìarge scale cultural landscape components
and smal I er scal e components ( i . e. from spati al organi zati on to
cl usters of structures to i nd'ividual struct,ures).

These chapters will directly connect, where possible, historic
themes to the individual components of a eultural landscape. This
approach has been taken to demonstrate the relationshlps between
ìandscape components and broader historic periods, forming the basjs
for later evaluation.
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CHAPTER VI

THE AGRARIAN LANDSCAPE 1846-1940

I. ïntroduction

The settlement patterns and historic themes described in this
chapter are related by vjrture of all being landscape expressions of
agrarian values. Agrarian values stem from traditional European
rural attitudes and customs pertaining to the role of human beings as
agriculturalists, as cultivators of the so'il. These values pertain
to the use of fields and the'ir tenure. Njneteeth century American
agrarianl'sm was also deeply imbued with the value of an egalitarian
dístribution of land. This Jeffersonian agrarianism led to the
system of dividing lands by the townsh'ip-range-section system and to
the history of land grants to average American cit'izens.

Fundamentally, the agrarian landscape was a landscape organìzed
to promote agricultural interests" The organìzatÍon of the rural
landscape according to the ìnterests of agricuìture embraced not
onìy farming but also the development of transportation systems,
early rural communÍties and even logging. Although the settlement
patterns of the agrarian 'landscape persisted through the historic
period, other values became paramount jn new settlement patterns
foìlowing the coming of the railroad in I87I. These settlement
patterns will be described for the next two h'istoric ìandscape
peri ods 

"

Patterns of the agrarian landscape were most pronounced jn the
central va1'leys of Lane County, although they occurred laterin the
eastern and western mountai n val'leys of the county. This i s due to
the greater suitability of the central va'lìeys for agrìcultural
enterprises and the earljer settlement of these areas by a population
strongly mstivated by agrarian values.

I I . Agri cul ture

A. Claim Settlement 1845 - 1860

Much of Lane County was initiaì ly settled through ìand cla'ims,
as indeed was most desirable land settled in the western United
States. The enactment and administration of land claim programs for
settlement in Lane County spanned a period of near'ly thirty years and
land claim settlement was the first 'last'ing settlement pattern for
the central valleys, the Cascade and Coast mountain valleys. This
pattern was determ'ined by the 320 and 640 acre cl a'im s'ize. The
survey and improvement of claims was the key determinant of the
spatiaì organization of the agrarian landscape.
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in the central val1eys, early groups of settlers (1846 - 1855)
found open, oak-rimmed valley bottoms wjth wide riparian forests on
either side of the forks of the l¡/illamette and McKenz'ie Rivers. The
ht'gher terraces of these prairìes were perrceived as jdeal locatíons
fol 'l ay'ing out f uture f armsteads . ( 1) The earl i est settl ers si ted
the'in claims responding to these features and possib'ly with the
ìayout of their farms in mind. The edges of the prairies jn the
wider ldillamette Val'ley, and l'n smaller openings 'in the narrower
valleys of the Coast and Middle Forks of the 1,{'illamette River and the
McKenzie River were where the first groups sited clajm cabìns, and
I ater farm cl usters.

In the 1840s and 50s, the knowledge that each indivÍduar would
be entÍtled to 320 acres or one half of a square m'ile resulted in
one-half to one mile spacing between cabins jn most areas. The
boundaries of the earìy claims are often irregular. This is due to
the staking of claims to conform to topography and other natural
features such as the location of arable land. Irregu'larly staked
clal'ms (that ÍS, shapes that were not strictìy north-south
rectangl es) were al so possi b1 e because the federal I and grant
surveyors did not reach the upper l¡Ji I I amette Val l ey unti I 1853; s j x
years after the first claim cabjns were erected. After the land had
been. surveyed, alì claims conformed to the section-grid system
unless a claimant was willing to pay for a private survey of h'is
Donation Land Claim.

Claims'were also selected with attention to the sources of waterfor home, farm and occasional ly a grist mi'l'ì or sawmi I I . The need
for some water was coupled wjth a respect for too much water, and the
lowest f'loodplains were careful'ly avo'ided for bui'lding.

These earìy agrarian landscapes in Lane county's central
va1 I eys were open , unfenced prai ri es wi th smal I cl usters of
primitive bujldings arranged along the edge of the openÍngs. These
isolated homesteads were connected by small wagon roads oi paths to
the two "roads" through the county on the east ãnd west sides of the
central valleys. No area in Lane County reta'ins the character of
this early and very short-l'ived perìod in the development of an
agrarian 'landscape. In one area of Lane County, however, the broad
riparian forest in the midst of the central va'lìey, characteristjc of
the landscape as it first appeared to pioneer settìers, exists today
aì ong the Coast Fork of the l¡/i I I amette Ri ver between t,he town of
Creswell and the former rural center of Cloverdale.

Temporary constructions of logs or hand made boards provided
for the first home and stock shelter for a brief period on the claims
in the large central valleys of the county (upper Willamette Val'ley,
Forks of the fJillamette, Mohawk and lower McKenzje River valleys).
These lean-tos or gable-roofed structures were called by names whiéh
indicate thefr crude characteristics: shanty, hut, pê0, cabin. A
second temporary construction phase followed withjn a few months,
usually satisfy'ing building needs for about five years. The second
home cons'isted of a one and a half story hewn log house wjth one or
two rooms on each floor and a fireplace of stone or handmade brick.
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A 1og barn and other structures such as a privy, wood shed and
various fenced enc'losures were constructed to protect a wheat or oat
crop and a vegetab'le garden. Grain crops were enclosed with a rail
f ence and the vegetabl es perhaps wi th pal es of sp'l i t p'ieces dri ven
into the ground. The materjal for all construetìons including boards
for doors and floors, shake roofing, daub'ing infì11, mud for mortar
and clay for brick was taken from the property. The procurement of
these materjals was coordinated with the process of clearing and
improving land. The difficulty and expense of procuring meta1,
glass, 'líme or any manufactured items curtailed or eliminated the'ir
use for most construction during the era of early claim settlements"
Due to the temporary purpose and character of the fírst clat'm cabin,
there are no known surviving cìal'm cab'ins from this early period in
the county. There are occasional remains of second phase cla'im
cab'ins such as the MaupÍn-Spencer cabin off Rjver Road. Some hewn 1og
houses djd become permanent homes, such as Ín the l¡lalf ing 1884 vìew
of the El'ijah Bristow farm at Pleasant Hìll.

Immigrants to the Oregon Territory brought the 'imp'ìements, seed
and somet'imes breeding ljvestock to recreate the agrarian landscapes
they were fami I i ar wi th i n the. rrUn'ited Statesrr (today' s eastern
seaboard and midwestern states) or Europe. For the first few years,
the rrclaim settlementrr períod in the central valleys, efforts
focused on survival. Agricultural pursuits were directed towards
feeding the pioneer families themselves. Therefore, the enclosures
of grain and vegetables were small scale, the l'ivestock grazed the
open prairie and fruit trees of app'le and peai'varieties were p'lanted
for future harvests"

B. Later Claim Settlement 1860 - 1915

Claìm settlement after 1860 differed from the early period of
claim settlement for a number of reasons. By the mjd 1850s, a'|1 of
the good agrfcultural lands--those that were relat'ive1y flat and had
fair drainage--were claimed in the central valìeys" After thìs tìme,
most new claims would be taken in the forested valleys or hillsides
to the east and west. Because these 'l ands requ'i red c'l eari ng and
often had poor'ly drain'ing acidic soi1s, agricultural pursu'its
developed more slowly and the patterns of claim settlement lasted
much longer.

After the Homestead Act of 1860, the allowed claim size was also
smaller. This, combined with the greater isolation and distance from
ear'ly means of exporting agricultural products (bV steamboat or
railroad), kept the mountain valley claims of the Coast and Cascade
Ranges from deve'ìoping into a diversified agricuìtural economy as
quíckly as the central valleys did" Otherwise the same agrarìan
values and concerns for siting farmsteads found express'ion during
the later claim pert'od.

in the later development of homestead claims along the smaller
trìbutaries and va1ìeys of the Coast and Cascade ranges (1860
1915), simi'lar patterns of temporary construction occurred but the
later times offered different possib'ilities. In contrast to the
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absence of commerc'ial resources in the earlier period, there were, by
the late 1850s, many saw mills, planìng mÍ'lls, hardware stores and
other sources for commercial building suppljes available within one
to two dayrs journey from most cla'im locations--a normal trip tìme
for the period. For many, 'log construct'ion would be simi lar and as
s'imple as jn the earlier period. For others, though log construction
techniques still prevai'led, construction would be augmented by
products from local mjlls (windows, doors, lumber and hardware, and
especially wood stoves). For other smailholders, 'logs were abandoned
as a material in favor of a sma11, temporary home using a stud wal1
construct'ion system covered with horizontal siding, possibly shiplap
f rom the nearest pl an'ing m'il ì .

l,Jh'ile few structures of the later era of claim settlement remain
in the county, there are many sites with frujt trees or orchards
indicat'ing earìy clajm sites and there are many more which have been
cont'inuousìy settl ed si nce thi s era but have 'later structures. More
important for later rural settlement periods are the larger patterns
of claim settlement: the dispersal of cabin sites, the c1ustering of
sites along major routes, the boundary pattern of donation land
claims, homestead claims and the retent'ion of the prehìstoric open
meadows for agricuìture. All these patterns are not only visible
today, they are still in use. The spatial organization of later
cultural landscapes where claim settlement patterns occurred was
deve'loped from and in a manner consistent with these patterns.

C. The Complete Farm 1850-1870

This phase of agricultural development represents the fr'rst
time that all the elements of a complete agricultural ìandscape were
found i n Lane County. After thi s phase, further agni cul tural
development would be a refinement or alteration of the components of
the compìete farm. Once again, the twenty year range of the period
represents the later development of the trìbutary valleys east and
west of the central val'leys of the l¡Jj I I amette.

The development of the complete farm represents the evolutjon
of subsi stence 'l i vì ng on early and some I ater cl aims to an
agricu'lt,ural system generat'ing a surpì us of product'ion for export
from Lane County. In the central vaì ì eys, thi s evol uti on occurred
within five to ten years. The rapid transformation of the open
prairies into huge fenced fields for cereal crops and stock grazing,
orchards and c'ìusters of f arm bui I dì ngs j nd'icates that the early
settl ers were very cl ear about the k'ind of 'landscape they were
organiz'ing.

Farms transformed the va'lley floor, dÍviding the praÍries wjth
ra'il fences along DLC boundaries, or with the oak, fir and mapìe
trees at the edges of fie'lds, and the middle of the valìeys began to
be utjlized for agrÍcultural needs.

\dith'in the farm acreage functional interests and the response
to natural features guìded the sit,ing of farm buiìdings" Functional
interests pulled them toward the center of the farm, or at least
toward the center of the fields and gardens. Specifjc interest in
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drainage and jn a variety of agricultura'lly ìmportant resources
(i.e. soil types and microclìmate) often resulted in a site at a
major local change in topography--at the juncture between two types
of soils such as the meeting between prairie and bottomìand, or
between f iel ds and woods etc. Even on re'l ati ve'ly f I at I and the
buÍ 'ldÍ ng group general 'ly f ound a s1 i ght el evati on or knol I . A
comparison of the clajm cabin locat'ions on the General Land Office
surveys to their farm boundaries represented on the Donation Land
Claim maps demonstrates this to be a genera'l response to natural
features.

A sui tabl e si tà f or a bui I d'i ng group woul d be chosen wi th two
major objectives in mind: first, that the group would be a center of
farm operations with convenient relatjonshjps to the configurations
of the entjre acreage and its various farming act'ivjties; and second,
that the group would be related to the outside community and to the
f arm' s soci al and bus'i ness i nterests. Th'i s i nterest was exemp'l i f ied
by access, and perhaps proximity to the pubìic road. In thjs
respect, it i s the house which a'lways sits at the head of the
driveway, connecting the farm to the community beyond.

The f i rst of the more permanent bu'i ì di ngs to repl ace a 'l og
structure was a'rgood barn.rr But long before this structure
appeared, a plan for the development of the farm building group had
apparently been in effect. From an early period on the claim, a few
permanent bujld'ings had been thought about in terms of their siting
and relationships between them. The shape of the ultimate group was
often inítjated quite ear'ly by some ìmprovements such-as puttìng ìn a
road or driveway, cìearing an area, digging a well, perhaps planting
a sma'l I orchard and hardwood trees such as bi gì eaf map'l e, Oregon
white oak or English walnut trees.

Two factors usually indicate that a preconceived pìan had been
worked out. One is that the hewn ìog house was more often than not
pl aced qu'ite cl ose to the posi t'ion I ater taken by the f i rst sawn
lumber home. LJith this arrangement many supportìve elements were jn
p'lace, perhaps some yards and fencing were made better use of by the
new house. The second factor is that on most farms the site taken by
the barn and the new house in particular, were superior to the sìtes
of the earl 'ier 'log structures, i nd'icati ng that the better s'ites had
been he1d 'in reserve f or f uture buì 'ld'i ng .

Provision for a home which had good 1ight, a view and water were
object'ives gi ven vary'ing si gn'if i cance by di f f erent bui I ders . A
concern for fire resulted in cluster arrangements wh'ich kept the
house and the barn at least 150 feet apart, p'lacing them so ne'ither
was located downwind from the other. Aligning them in a straight
line runn'ing true north and south or east and west would do this in
most microcl imates. Thi s spac'ing al so reduced the odors wh1ch could
reach the house from the barn.

A developed cìuster tended to contain two sub-groups, each with
its own set of outbui'ldings. The barn sub-group had only a few
outbui I di ngs . The barn groupi ng sat i n open space. The house
grouping sat among trees and other plants accompanied by a number of
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supportive outbuj 1dì ngs. In general , the outbu'i 1di ngs were
constructed somet'ime after the two major buì1dings, the barn and the
house. 0ccasional ly an outbu'i'ìding was adapted from an earl ier
structure; for example, ear'lier hewn log house often was retained as
an outbuiìd'ing. However, usual ìy each outbuilding was constructed
for a specific, specialized purpose even though some contained more
than one function. The arrival of each signaìed a greater efficiency
and often an increased productivity or a new add'it'ion of the types of
crops or stock being handled or produced on the farm.

Therrgood barn" was a hewn frame structure enclosed in vertical
boards left unpainted. It had several doors and no windows. It was
a simple rectangular structure with a ìow pitched roof which usual'ly
included lean-tos. The central area had a'large hay mow, a central
drive which also served as a thresh'ing floor, and several small gra'in
bins for the storage of bar'ley, oats and wheat. There were al so
stalls for spec'ia'l stock ìncluding a bull or saddle horses. The
lean-tos were sometimes open and held loose stock.

Th'is barn was known either as an end-opening type or a side-
opening type barn, depending upon whether the large wagon doors were
at the gable end or the eave side of the building. In its earlier
period, until roughly 1865, the wagonway aìso served as a threshing
floor using either hand flails or horses turned in a circle to thresh
out the grain. From the 1840s to about 1870 this barn form continued
to be one of the most preva'lent. Its evolution during this period of
time is seen most obviously'in a sharply increased roof pitch" This
may have been in response to climate and to a des'ire for greater
structura'l strength " The barn openi ng usua'l 'ly faced away f rom the
prevailíng weather, towards the east or north.

During this period, horse powered threshers which operated in
the f ield were i ntroduced. The'irimpact on most farms was to
increase the need for secondary bu'i1dìngs near the barn. Granaries,
machi ne sheds, and speci al i zed stock shel ters refl ected the
increases in productive acreage and supportìve equipment, such as
horse powered threshers . Separate granari es often doubl ed or
quadrup'led the capacity for grain storage including the bins in the
barn. Loafjng sheds or field barns were occasiona'l1y built at some
distance from the farm building group to house stock. The Ímportant
role of stock for pulling wagons and powering threshers on these
ìarge farms made it necessay to enclose fields for pasture, keeping
grazing animals out of cereal crop fields.

Two or three years after the comp'letÍon of the barn, a new house
was built. This was often called a "real lumber houser¡. t¡lhile its
frame might be of hand-hewn elements, 'its fjnished lumber sunfaces
were of sawn materials sometimes done by hand on the site but more
often obtained from a local sawmill. Moldings and other finish
elements may have been planed by hand. Most of these homes were
simple rectanguìar forms of one and a half or two stories. These
f i rst homes were often cl ass'ical i n styl e but many ot,hers were
vernacular--conventional in form and simplified in the'ir detail (see
Chapter IX, "The Archi tectural Heri tage of Lane Countyrr) , the
earljer houses often had several fireplaces for heating and cooking"
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By 1860 a woodstove took care of cooking in most, but not a'll, homes
and perhaps another heated a parìor. However, the firepìace remained
jn the living room in most homes throughout the h'istoric period.

The house sat within a'large fenced enclosure of pickets four to
five feet high. 0f those picket fences found in rural Lane County,
most appear to be the s'impl er, I ow fences of more recent
construction. The yards with'in the fences contained shade trees,
often map'les or oaks, other ornamental trees, roses, liìacs, other
shrubs and perhaps a flower bed. Behind the house and on e'ither side
stood a number of buiìdings. One was arrcellarrrof brick, an above
ground structure usuaì ly I ocated Í n a coo'l , shaded, northern
location. It was used prìmariìy for 'daÍry products and perishable
foods. 0ther structures with'in the yards were a privy, a wood shed
and perhaps a summer k'itchen. Just beyond the yard was the chicken
house and'in the direction of the barn, the smoke house.

Later in the period, the preference for house style turned to
one of several forms of the Gothic Revjval. This taste change
coincided wjth the more deve'loped farm and the gothic house tended to
be more extensive in the working arrangements of its kitchen area. It
now occupied a wing of considerable s'ize and 'included a 'large dining
room and kitchen, both heated by woodstoves. Beyond the kitchen were
one or two pantries. Flanking the wing on each of its long sides was
a long porch.

, The Keeney house east of Goshen, buiìt about 1869, demonstrates
this type well. The 0badiah Bean house south of Junction Cjty built
about 1870 js similar. These vernacular gothic houses sometimes
coincided with another development which had a fundamental impact
upon the rural landscape. These later homes were often bui'lt by the
younger members of a pi oneer f ami 'ly, the second generat'ion on the
farm. In some cases the originaì donation land claim was divided
among the chi'ldren and a new collection of farm clusters appeared.

III. Logs'ing 1846 - 1870

As described'in the discussion of early logging in the chapter
on hi stori c themes, before the arri val of the ra'i I road 'in 1871 , the'logging activities served the needs of the young communities of Lane
County. The forests close at hand were cut first and sawmjlls were
s'ituated close to the source of the lumber on a mill race for water
power to operate saws.

The early sawmi I I was often a sol i tary structure and i ts
location frequently migrated. But the sawmill was at first dependent
on water power as well as proximity to timber. The earliest
migrat'ions were possible because the structure itself was minimal--a
smal I , rather I ow and rel ati ve'ly open shed. Its mach'inery was easy
to dismantle and relatively portabìe. The confus'ion in name and
location of early mills may often be due to frequent relocation
related to demand, and then to the greatly diminished demand for
lumber for the first lumber houses in a rural area. During this era,
ìogg'ing served local agrarian purposes: buiìding material for barns,
houses, fenci ng, wagons, etc.
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IV. Transportat'ion

Ïrails, l,r/agon Roads and Stage Routes 1846 - 1915

Early roads were little more than wagon-rutted trails. There
are two kinds of circulation evident on the General Land Office maps.
The first were the main north/south immìgrant routes that carrjed
peop'le to and through the area that would later be Lane County"
There was l'imited use of east/west routes over the Cascades. For the
most part these routes were also the ones used by early explorers and
fur traders fo'ì'lowing earl ier Ind'ian t,rail s. (The Hudson
BaylCaliforn'ia trail on the west side and the App'legate
Trail /Caltfornia Trail on the east side.)

The second type of trail or wagon road is the spur road, finking
claims with each other and to the main routes. In the upper
l¡/i I I amette Val'ley and the I ower Coast and Middl e Forks areas, the
spur road system was quite elaborate, evein by 1853. However, prior
to the first federal'land survey, However, none of the circulation
patterns of the claim settlement era conforms to the section grid;
they conform to the natural landscape"

Regu'l ar commerc'ial stage serv'ice began i n the l¡rli I I amette Val I ey
about 1860. The coaches, usua'l 'ly drawn by si x horses , prov'ided
passenger service, carried some freight and mail, and, on some lines,
were the agent for l,rlel'ls Fargo.

The routes were of two types which presented several
differences between them. The north/south I jne through the
l¡/i I I amette Val I ey whi ch was the ol der type connected Portl and,
Oregon with Marysville, Caìjfornia, a town near Sacramento. A stage
ran south and a stage ran north each day, making an ent'ire one-way
trìp in six days. Under various ownershìps, th'is north/south stage
a1 ignment ran dai ly from shortly after 1850, becomì ng severely
curtaÍled by the raìlroad which was connected through to California
in 1887. hJal I ingrs view of rrMounta'in Houserr shows a passenger coach
arri vi ng at th'i s st,age stati on on the north/south I i ne i n 1884.
Apparent'ly, stages on thi s I 'ine put i n shorter stretches wi th more
local functions at the beginning of the twent'ieth century.

The north/south I ine had several stations in Lane County:
Millirons, near the present site of Junction City; Renfrews in Eugene
Cjty; Robinettes, near Goshen; and Mountain House at the county line
near LoraÍne. Whether all of the above existed at exactly the same
t'ime or whether this north/south line always fo'llowed the same route
throughout its hi story i s sti I ì a subject of research. Road
conditjons and stage characteristics affected the number and the
spacÍng of these stops, sometimes called taverns. The schedule of
the stage made different uses of the sequence of stat'ions, aìthough
what these uses were i n Lane County ì s not entì re'ly cl ear. Al ong
with meal stops and taking on passengers, certaÍn stops were also
used to exchange drivers and others to change horses. A payment in
1866 or 1867, shows that Thomas Mosby, whose house still stands by
Mosby Creek north-east of Cottage Grove, supplied the l'ine at least
one year w'ith some horses. Others in rural areas, usually on or near
the I i ne, provided simj I ar services, such as boardi ng horses.
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The second type of stage route servjced the cross valleys. A

major one in Lane County ran east/west in the McKenzie Valley;
another ran east/west connect'ing Eugene to the coast at Florence.
0thers connected the upper S'i usl aw va1 'leys and Lorane wi th
communities on the Coast Fork. These routes provided more extensive
freight service for a 'longer period of time than did the north/south
run. But both north,/south and east/west lines continued well after
the tíme the railroad arrived to provided both passenger and freight
service and were not completely ec1ìpsed until automobiles and
trucks had come into general use. In the east/west valleys, the
advantages of railroad transport developed much later. This is well
illustrated by the fact that the Farmer Hale farmhouse, buflt in
Hale's Valley in 1909, served for some time after that as the meeting
and connection pìace for stages from Eugene and from Flsrence.

The spatìa1 organization of both types of st,age routes and
related structures was'influenced primari'ly by the locatjon of stage
stops at ear'ly rural communit'ies and the character of the natural
'landscape between the stops. At first stage roads followed the old
trails that had become wagon roads" Later routes were constructed to
avsid certain steep grades or to shorten earlier routes.

The site of a typical stage stop was rural, relatjvely isolated
and usually part of a ful'l scale farm. Many characteristics of its
si t'i ng and of the components 'in the buì 1dí ng group were
jndistinguishab'le from those of a typical farmstead. But the context
of the stage station distingu'ished it from many farms for it always
stood along a main road, a direct route between maior towns, and
often it sat near a cross roads intersection. Almost invariably the
stage stat'ion bui I di ng group pl aced the house on one s'ide of the
highway and the barn on the other, and, in contrast to the removed
position of the typical farm building group, stage station bui'ldings
sat very close to the road.

Often a small hamlet grew up around the stage tavern and even
when the group consisted of little more than the house and barn, it
served a'long with be'ing a stage stop as a maior rural community
center. In order to facìl'itate their business, the station or tavern
often advert'ised i n the newspaper and gave part'ies or dances.
Usually, the stage tavern housed a post office and the importance of
its role as a commun'ication center was emphasized when the te'legraph
came to Oregon in the 1860s and was installed in these roadside
taverns. These same i nns on the north,/south stage I i ne 'in the
twentieth century were used as rural loeations for pubf ic
tel ephones.

The first structures which en'larged the rural stage group to a

hamlet were supportjve of the earlier functjons. A blacksmithrs shop
was an almost'inev'itable addition as were a second or third house for
the families of the smith, the hostelers, and other workers. A

country store often appeared and then, of course, a school .

The ear'ly establishment of river crossìngs in the form of
ferries was a response to increased north/south traffic in the 1850s.

68



122 Early barn (McKenzie River #2279) FIg. 123 Early barn (Mìddle Fork #2692\

FIg. 125 Early school (t/iIIamette ValIey #2297)Flg. 124 Earl' school (McKenzie River #ZIBZ)



Flg. 126 Pleasant Hill Post Office at turn of century



Atrrspores Pointrra ferry was operated by Jacob spores near the
present Interstate Highway bridge crossing the McKenzie. The Briggs
Ferry connected the hamlets of Springfield and Eugene" until [ñe
1870s, ferries were the principal means of croising the larger
tributarjes and ma'in stem of the tdjllamette in the centrãl county ãnd
the Siuslaw on the coast.

covered bridges, which came to be pervasive throughout Lane
county by the ear'ly twentieth cent,ury, combìned a funct'ional des'ign
with an agrarian aesthetic. covered to heìp preserve the brìdge
timbers from weathering, these structures are also symbols of a
pastora'l American landscape. 0f the nineteen remain'ing in Lane
County, the majority are concentrated in the lower Coast ãnd Middle
Fork val I eys.

V. Communities 1850 - i900

Numerous rural centers cal I ed "v j I I ages" by l¡Jal I i ng and others
writ'ing in the latter part of the nineteenth century, dotted the
countyrs central va1 leys by 1865. These centers sprang up in
response to a variety of functional and soc'ial needs. As has a'lready
been stated, the farming communities of the njneteenth century Lanâ
county were made up of isolated family farms usuaììy arranged jn
clusters of blood related families--the clan or extended family.
During the cla'im settlement period Ín the central va'lìeys, the focus
of community was most often at the hearths of these isolated
farmsteads. Travellers through the area would be warmly received on
one farm after another ì n part because t,he earìy road-s connected the
farmsteads together. The evolution of some of these farmsteads fromtrcompl ete farmsrr to smal I rural centers was often due to a
combination of several factors. Among these were geographic factors
of locat'ion at a crossroads such as Lorane or at i confluence of
streams such as Cottage Grove or springfie]d. Other factors were
economic such as the s'iting of the countyrs first flour grist mill at
cloverdale or an early sawmill as with coburg. Other tenters grew
around local stage taverns. Social faetors such as educatìon,
rel'igÍon and other rural institutjons such as granges and lodges to
which farm residents of the area belonged were a primary impetus to
the creatjon of a rural center where economic, transportatjon or
geographic factors were not as pronounced. These rural social
institutÍons played a very important role in maÍntaining and
reaffirm'ing the agrarian values of the period. Just one examþle is
thg rapid growth of the Grange movement 'in 0regonr s l¡/i I I amette
Va]ìey, at fìrst called the Patrons of Husbandry. Farmers had been
forced to pay higher and higher shipping costs to export their grain
and livestock, after 1857 by steamboat and after 1871 by rail. The
Grange prov'ided a forum as well as a poìitical instrument fsr'individual farmers defending their interests against nineteenth
century transportation monopol'ies.

- A_final important factor which often cata'lyzed the development
of early rural centers around one or more of the other factors was
the charisma of individual pioneers or their offspring. Th'isrrchari sma factorrr i s evident both i n the hi stori cal rãcord of
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enterpri s'ing pioneers and 'in the names of many exi sti ng or vani shed
rural centers. Some of these names of rural centers'include Armitage,
Ferguson, Pengra, Hadl eyvi I I e and Eugene.

That the rural centers of the agrarian landscape period served
the jnterests of agrìculture is supported by the fact that of the
dozens of rural centers that were organÍzed primarì1y around socl'al
institutions, all declined by the turn of the century and most had
vanÍshed from Lane County by the end of the historic period. 0n1y
those communities which also had geographic, transportation related
or economic'importance grew from rural centers to towns or cl'tl'es in
later periods. 0nly those structures that continued to serve rural
educational or soc'ial needs such as granges, churches or schools were
maintained after the decl'ine of the rural farm-centered community"
The one community whìch somewhat resembles the character of the many
former rural communities is Lorane. During the agrarian landscape
perìod, communitíes of the size and character of Lorane were
scattered every serveral miles across the countyrs central valleys"

In the 1880s, trave'l'ìers f rom other parts of the country
remarked on the settled appearance of the farmlands and'¡villages" of
the tdi I I amette Va'l 1ey, seemi ng much ol der than they were i n
actuaìity. This appearance was due to the rapidity of settlement,
the sol'id]y built structures of the era which were often near anc'ient
oak or maple trees, and the fast growth of orchards of fruit and nut
trees.

Structures Related to Communities

Rural schools and rural churches began wjth some similarities
in origin and siting but, in contrast to the church, schooìs were
encouraged wi th pub'l i c support. l¡Jhi I e the town and secti on system
set aside two sections 'in every township for schoo'l purposes, the
i ntent was that the I and would be a resource to aid school
development not as a specific site for a bujìding location. No such
provisions were made for churches" The actual sites schools took
were various. The earliest log school often appeared through the
initiative of a particular pioneer fami'ly with a deep concern in
educat'ion and undoubtedly a number of children to educate. That
family constructed a smalì log cabin school on a portion of its claim
often at the end of the driveway near a county road. Earìy schools
often doubled as churches and pub'lic meeting places. They were
usual ly the earl ì est communi ty centers i n a rural area. These
communÍty centers gave great reinforcement to the strong clan
characterl'stics of rural areas for their popuìations often were made
up of families related by marriage and/or by origins and/or by
re'l i gi ous affi I i ati on . The di sti ncti ve characteri sti es of the
particular clan usually gave the local'ity a distinctive stamp which
was expressed'in the quaìity of their community structures.

The site of a school often was at a road cross'ing. The site of a
church was similalin pìacement but the two were seldom placed
together. A church served a much larger popu'lation and families
trave'ìled farther to reach it; however, the site characteristics of
churches and schools were similar. The site of the school was
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frequently rather barren and contained at the rear, two privies, a
wood shed and a well with a hand pump. Sometimes a row of maples were
set out along the edge of the lot. The school was a one story gab'led
structure which had its entrance on a gable end. 0ften a smalJ
cupo'l a, perhaps w'ith a bel 'l , sat above the entrance.

The devel opment of the rural commun i ty someti mes I ed to
conflicts over both school and church in reaction to an inconvenient
locatjon or an 'ideolog'ica'l conf rontation. A group would spì it and a
second center would deve'lop at a more convenient location for the
splinter group. There was some fluidity jn this process so that a
number of locations may occur jn one rural area over a perÍod of
t jme. The physì caì appearancê aS ¡wêl I as the si ze of a very ear]y
church and a school were similar. The most obvious d'istinction was
that the schoo'l tended toward a more util itarian style in 'its detail
wh'ile the church, although a very simple structure, was given a more
pronounced architectural treatment such as a large frame to its
entrance door.

l{ith the consolidation of school districts towards the end of
the historjc period, one by one rural schools were abandoned as
schools. Many of those that remain have been adapted as private
residences.

Cemeteries often developed as private property and, on a farm,
used iust for members of t,he famiìy. The elevated site given many if
not most cemeteries is notable. Some early rural communities 'located
cemeteries with a view of the val'ley or area settìed by those laid to
rest in the cemetery. Most cemeteries have tombstones facing west.
Many cemeteries are named for the family on whose property the
cemetery was established such as sailor, Luper, etc. In other cases
the cemetery Ís named for the community Ítself.

t¡lhi I e i n some areas rural centers devel oped whi ch brought
together in one group, at a cross roads, a number of structures such
as a store and post office, church, schooì and lodge, and even a
small hotel in other local'ities, almost every one of these structures
can be found on an isolated site by itself. The post office,
however, would always accompany another structure and even m'ight be
contajned in a house or in the country. store.

VI. Federal Actions Affecting Settlement Patterns

The ear'ly Land Grants, espec'iaì 1y the Land Donati ons Act ( 1850)
and the Homestead Act (1862)r were of primary importance to the
settlement patterns identified with the agrarian landscape period.
These I and grants heì ped to determì ne t,he pattern of farm
distribution across all the major agricultural valìeys of the
county. Furthermore, the townshìp-range-section system of cadastral
land surveying which accompanied the claim settlement patterns, also
determjned the location of many roads. t"/here the terraìn was level,
roads bui'lt after the Territorial Roads and spur roads to indÍvidual
farms often fol lowed section or quarter section I ines.
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VII. Summary Settlement Patterns of the Agrarian Landscape

The organizat'ion of Lane Countyrs landscapes according to
predom'inantly agri cul tural 'interests profoundly affect,ed the
development of communities, transportation and other economic
actjvities including logging, farmstead and farm lands. The periíd
of agrarian predominance was at'its height in the first three decades
of the historic period. DurÍng that time, all.of Lane Countyrs
settled rural areas were agrarian landscapes" Even the future cities
of the county were small hubs of economic activity servìng the larger
agrìcultural landscape.

A. H. Vrlallingrs epic h'istory of the county in 1884 is written at
the peak of the ni neteenth century agrari an i nfl uence. In a

delightful birdseye tour of the vaìleyrs of Lane County in 1884,
hlalIing presents a fulI and rich picture of the thrifty farms and
towns pìaced order'ly in lush va'l'ìeys rimmed by forest of con'ifers.

The patterns of the agrarian landscape spread across the county
as settlement penetrated the narrow va'ìleys of the Coast and Cascade
Ranges. These patterns persisted to the end of the h'istoric period
and their remnants are still evident, and in some cultural'landscapes
predomì nant.

72



ì (a
-

g¡ ! Þ 5 IA o = tt (l f fD (D - fl c 3 ID ô c+ =gJ -5 o o Þ Þ (+ c+ c -t o +
) o o f rt C -t



CHAPTER VII

THE INDUSTRIALIZED LANDSCAPE 1865 - 1940

I. Introduction

The latter part of the nineteenth century w'itnessed the rise of
soci al and economi c forces that woul d eventual 'ìy remake many
American cultural'landscapes jn the image of a new industrial order.
After the American Civil VJar, assembly lìne manufacturing technology
began to have some impact in all areas of the country. The process
by which'large amounts of labor and capital are organjzed to create
wealth through the manufacturing of durable goods are by defjnitjon
'industrial processes. The durable goods created by industrial
organizat'ion came to include most of the materia'l goods of socìety by
the late nineteenth century, inc'luding everything from table ware
and hand tool s to p1 ows, ra'i I road ì ocomoti ves, standardized I umber
and prefabricated houses.

Early industrial processes of manufacturing ut'i I ized
standardi zati on , assemb'ly l i ne techno'l ogy and the avai l abi l i ty of
mìgrant wage labor to create great wealth for- a few. The
industrial'ized landscape is that ìandscape where either the products
or the processes of such 'industry can be found.

Beginning with the 1870s Ín Lane County and the Northwest as a

whole, industrìaì processes related to the spread of the railroad and
the timber industry shaped the culture and the landscape history of
the reg'ion for the next century. But at first, the impacts of
i ndustri al i zati on were concentrated i n the va'l 1 eys where the
railroad was located or where new large m'illtowns sprang up around
mills. In pockets, sometÍmes even in 'large areas, the patterns of
the agrarian landscape persisted while other areas were profoundly
changed.

The i nterl ocki ng devel opment of the raì I road and timber
'indústry through the last quarter of the nineteenth century and the
fi rst quarter of the twenti eth centuri es spread i ndustri al i zed
landscape patterns across Lane County. By the earìy twent'ieth
century, wi th the rai I road and commerc'ial l ogg'ing reachi ng every
part of Lane County, the industrialized landscape is dominant. But
the l'nfluence of industrialization beginn'ing in the late nineteenth
century transformed aspects of agriculture, communities and
transportati on as wel I .

II. Agri cul ture
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A. Industrial'ization of Agriculture 1865 - 1900

The i nfl uence of i ndustri al products and processes 'i n

agri cul ture grew over a span of thi rty-f l've years, and 'in some areas
such as the l¡Ji I I amette and Coast Fork val'leys, these i nf 'luences

predated the arri va'l of the rai I road. The changes i n at,ti tudes
towards tools, labor and the products of work which accompanied
'i ndustri al i zati on made ear'ly i nroads on agri cul ture as wel I .

It could be argued that the large scale of Donation Land Claim
farms (320 acres or 640 acres 'if both wlfe and husband filed cìaims)
was in fact well sujted folindustrialized farm'ing. The 'large

acreages were too large for simple familjes to farm alone withsut
i nvesti ng i n horse drawn agri cu1 tural p1 ows, harvesters (comb'i nes) ,
threshers and suffic'ient head of stock to suppìy draft power needs.
The claims were too big to farm productively w'ithout e'ither the
assistance of ne'ighbors or wage laborers. Aìso, farms were bìgger
than either familjes or town populations required for local food and
fiber needs. For all these reasons, the claim settlement and complete
farm patterns were easì1y adapted to'industrial processess of
capìtal investment, of production, use of wage labor and export to
di stant markets.

0f course even 'in the same farming communities some cla'ims.were
ama'lgamated into even larger farms while other claims were parcelled
i nto smal I er farms . The most rapi d ì ntroducti on of i ndustri al i zed
influences occurred on the larger farms in the valleys closest to the
rajlroad. But eventually, agricultural production and technologica'l
advances spread throughout the farming communities of the county.

In terms of land use and the response to natural features, these
patterns in agricuìture remajned largely consistent wjth those of
the agrarìan landscape with the ìmportant difference of scale. The
larger scale of farms wit,h more extensive fjelds for grain and
livestock led to more rapid reduction in the qualìty of natural
resources such as soÍl and water.

B. Technological Advances on Farmsteads 1865 - 1890

The changes seen i n barns are often i ndi cators of general
agri cu'ltura'l change. Barns durì ng thi s peri od j ncreased thei r
he'ight a'lthough si ze and forms remai ned much the same. Roof pi tches
in the 1870s became about forty-five degrees and remained at that
steep s'lope on gabìe roofed barns ìnto the twentieth century.
Improvements in hardware brought in the roll'ing or s'liding door and
concepts of improved ventajation brought in the cupola.

In the 1860s, some barns, parti cu'larìy 'rdoubl e deckers" wh'ich
were bui'lt against a hillside, began to make use of gravity to load
and to unload hays and grains. But this was not a common barn type in
Lane County. A quite different technological development occurred
toward the end of the nineteenth century when most barns were built
to'incorporate a hay forklift. This construction used horse power to
lift the hay to the ridge of the interior. The roof was extended Ín a
hood to shelter the door opening through which the hay entered the
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buiìd'ing. The ìmpact of the hay fork on barn form increased it
height considerably, the hay being stored'in a vast second floor
completely separate from a low ceilinged first floor which housed the
stock. In other respects, the exterior of this gab'le roofed bui'lding
had much the same look as the early barns even to having a
surrounding of lean-tos. For barns with a hay forklift system, the
end openi ng barn type was more common'ly assoc'iated than the s'ide
opening in Lane County.

The technologica'l advances which accompanied the vernacular
Gothic farmhouse also accompanied the several revival styles which
appeared toward the end of the nineteenth century beginning jn the
I ate 1870s, parti cul arly the French Second Emp'i re and the Ital 'ianate
styles. Interiors were supplied with a number of wood stoves, or with
the provision for their use wÍth several narrow brick chimneys. Bay
windows, windows in pairs and the arrival by the mìd-1880s of the
operating sash plus the availabilÍty, inside and out, of various
types of shutters added a new quaìity to possible uses of'light,
shade and fresh air. Exteriors were effected aìso, by the qua'lìty of
finÍshed materials which became avaÌlable in the nearby towns at
sawmi l1 s, p'lani ng mi'll s and sash, door and bl i nd factori es. 0ne
effect was seen in the'increased number of porches which made light
attractive through the use of jigsaw work in raììings and 'in posts
and on later porches with turned work for decorative pieces, posts
and railings.

. The outbuiìdings which accompanied the house probab'ly did not
change very much in function but they did in appearance. For often
from the 1870s onward, outbui'ldings were designed to be finished and
sometimes detaiIed to match the house. By 1880 these fin'ished
characteristícs occasjonalìy were carried over to the barn, g'iving
'it siding, probably shiplap, and g'iv'ing finished eave trì'm and even
windows matchjng those of the house. l¡/h'ile this was a neater way of
building, Ít a'lso was a much more expens'ive way and most farms bujlt
many of their outbui'ìd'ings'in the older, simp'ler, utilitarian,
unf inj shed, unpainted form.

C. Export Crops and Related Structures 1865 - 1900

tJhile export of grains and Iivestock began in the late 1850s
with steamboat shipping, exports grew dramatical'ly after the arrjval
of the railroad. The export demand allowed'large farms to grow even
1 arger throughout thi s period. New crops such as hops for
Ínternational brewery markets further stimulated farm expansion.
The hops ìndustry, wh'ich seasonally emp'loyed Indians and other day
laborers, marked the first ìarge scale use of seasonal r¡migrant¡l
I abor on lr/i I I amette f arms.

New crops were accompanied by new bu'ilding types, new at least
for this region. One of these was hop barns which accompanied the
introduction of hops about 1875 'into the locality. Aìthough several
forms were used, all were tall structures, some rectanguìar with
gabled roofs and other square with h'ipped roofs. Generaì1y, they were
sealed rather tight through the use of horizontal sh'iplap, others
were enclosed with vertical boards and batts. The drying process of
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FIg" 139 Gambrel roofed barn with early hay mow (#2909\ Flg. 134 Gabel roofed barn (!ii I I amette Val I e.y #Zgg9)

Flg. t35 McKe--'ie River Valle.y hops barn (#3132) Flg- 136 River Road hops barn (2397\



FIg. f37 Gabel roofed barn with silo (#3135) Ftg. lsg Early dairy barn with silo (#3076)

Flg. 139. structures at Saqinaw (#2633)



the hops was achi eved through a heat source beneath the bu'il d'ings
wjth fans were mounted on the roofs in small cupo'las to draw the air
up through the interior. The siting of hop barns sometimes placed
them wjth'in the farmstead building group as in the case at Thistle
Down Farm, but more often they were p'laced at a distance from the
house, often at therrnatural" edge of a hop field and at a sharp
sh'ift in contour elevat'ion. Th'is posìt'ion sometimes al lowed for
ìoading the building from the upper sÍde and plac'ing a stove or
furnace aga'inst or under the lower side. l¡/hat are bel ieved to be the
earliest hop barns ìn the county and the hop barns associated w'ith
one of the earliest hop raìsing act'ivÍties here are those of the
Smeed family near VJalterville. These barns are sited at the edge of
1 arge open fi el ds.

Rel j ance on export markets al so had 'i ts di sadvantages. The
decline of the export markets for grains with the success of the
prohibitìon movement in curta'iling the growìng of hops at the turn of
the century requ'ired 'large industrial'ized farnis to reorganize or
di versi fy.

III. Loggi ng, Mi ni ng and F'ishi ng

A. River Loggìng 1870 - 1915

River ìoggìng commenced by 1870 on the larger rivers of the
county, the McKenzie, lri'illamette and S'iuslaw" Large scale ìoggìng
for mi'lì'ing was by definìtion an export activity. The harvest of the
vast timber resources of the Pacific Northwest could have only been
accompìished in the short t'ime period of rough'ly fifty years with the
uti I i zati on of i ndustri al processes and products. Duri ng the early
years of 'large scal e I oggi ng, 'logs were cut on the s'lopes 'immedi ate
above the rivers, down which they were floated in ìarge rafts. 0n
the coast,'logs were floated to mills in Coburg, Springfieìd and
other river towns where they were transfered to the ra'ilroad for
shi ppi ng. A typ'ica'l ri ver dri ve down the McKenzi e coul d take f ì f ty
days.

As lower slopes were logged off , forests a'long tributary creeks
were the second areas ìogged. To move the ìogs to the rivers before
the devel opment of modern equi pment, sp'lash dams and f 'l umes were
constructed. These constructjons were made from ìogs available
loca'lly and in some cases were quite ìarge scale. The Mt. June
Logging Company built Lane County's ìongest flume, stretching seven
miles from the slopes of Mt. Zion above Lost Creek to a sawmi'll
across the M'iddle Fork of the l¡lil lamette River. Only a few remains
of these constructions exist in the county.

B. Railroad Logging 1900 - 1940

hlith the rajlroad came first the abiljty to export lumber from
the interjor of the county and second'ly the abjìity to repìace river
dri ves of ì ogs wj th I og traj ns whi ch coul d move far greater
quant'itìes of 'logs. By the 1890s, these spur l'ines had begun to
branch off the Southern Pacific north/south trunk line. One of the
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140 Loggìng schooners on S'iuslaw Rìver at Florence
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FIg. 141 Spal sh dam on Mi I I Creek i n Mohawk Va'lì ey



Flg. 142 Sagìnaw flume
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FIg. 143 Pole road and log chute operation near Fall Creek



first and most significant spur lines was that which went from
[¡/endl i ng up the Mohawk Val l ey to Sprì ngf i e'ld. The Booth Ke] ly and
Southern Pacjfic mills at either end of this spur ljne mjlled the
largest quantities of lumbelin Lane County for nearly fìve decades.
The initial spur line was developed ìnto a rail system hundreds of
miles long, w'inding along every ridge and through every drar'nage
above the Mohawk Va'l'ley.

The mountajn logging raÍlr'oads were quickly constructed, then
,-dismantled and moved to a new area after the latter area was ìogged.

By the ear'ly twentieth century, the extension of railroad ìogging
into most va'lleys and hjlls of the county had created county-wìde
patterns of logging railroads, dispersed mills, mil'ltowns and lumber
camps close to the available timber.

Communit'ies related to miìling activities were sÍtuated along
the rail lines and often near the confluences of major streams. Even
with the railroads, the use of water to move logs continued through
most of the historic period.

The railroad and rìver logging 'industry brought large numbers
of mill workers and others into areas of the county that had seen
only a few homesteaders or small farmers. The landscapes created by
this activity were very different than the agrarian landscapes of
claim settlements. The valìeys of the Coast and Cascade Ranges were
turned ì nto great outdoor factori es wi th many new structures
including ta1 I trestles for flumes and bridges, tunnel s, mil I towns
of uniform mill houses and large industrial buildin_gs, log ponds,trteepeest' or conical sawdust burners, and ramshackl e mi I'l camps back
in the hills. As the timber was cut, the commun'ities and the
structures would be dismantled or moved to new locat'ions.

The d'ispersed patterns of logging communities tied to the
rajlroad was comìng to'a close at the end of the historic perìod.
The major impact of buildìng roads capable of moving heavy equipment
into the mountains was the concentrat'ion of mills and milltowns in
Lane County ìn a few areas.

h/here small valleys had many small mills during this era, today
the era of rai I road ì oggi ng i s v'isi bl e mai nìy 'in the abandoned
railbeds, and mìll foundations. In some rural communjties, bungaìow
or vernacular Italianate mill houses from this era still exist. 0n'ly
the ìogging railroad in the Mohawk Vaìley is left as a spur l.ine
djrect'ly to a m'i'l 'l ( now owned by l¡Jeyerhauser) .

C. Mi ni ng: 1880 - 1920

Although the Blue River and Bohemia mìn'ing areas were first
discovered by'individual prospectors in the 1860s, it was not until
the 1890s that many people were employed by min'ing compan'ies to
si gni f i cantly deve'lop the m'in'ing cl aims i nto mi ni ng camps and
commun'ities. Both mining areas were outside the survey area (beÍng
surrounded by national forest) but the communÍty of Blue River and
the mining ra'ilroad along the Row River remain from that period.
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Frg" 14s

Logging Rai lroads

Company Locati on Mileage Dates in Use

Addison L. Co.
Anderson & Middleton L" Co.
J. H. Chambers L. Co.
Eohemia L. Co.
Row Rlver L. Co.
Booth-Kelly L" Co"
Brown L. Co,
Coast Range L. Co.
Sunset L. Co.
Crown T" Co.
tÞl ta Shi ngl e Co.
Drug & Blachìy
0urable Fir L. Co.
Fischer-Boutin L. Co.
Fischer L. Co.
Fisher & Bal ly
Forcia E Larsen
Giustina Bros. L. Co.
Hadsall Creek Lg. Co.
Herren Lg. Co.
Herren Lg. Co.
Hi'l ls Creek L. Co.
Edward Hlnes L. Co.
t{estfir L. Co.
l{i I bur Hyl and
Kei th Sarrml l l
Lawson Creek Lg" Co.
Lewis-feters L. Co.
Lorane Valley L. Co.
J. H. Chambers & Son
Mardock L. Co.
Itlen ef ee L. Co "
C. M. HtIIer L. Co.
l¿fohawk L. Co.
Honroe T. Co.
Montgomery Bros.
llountaln Fir T. Co.
Oregon Eastern R.R. Co.
0regon Pacific & Eastern Ry.
Georgia-Pacific Corp.
Booth-Keì ly L. Co.
Anderson & Hidlton L. Co,
J. H. Cha¡róers L. Co.
Oregon & Southeastern R.R. Co.
Cottage Gr¡ve & Southern R.R.
Owens Bros . L. Co.
Vaughan & Bestor L. Co.
Petercqn & LaDuke Bros.
Red Fir L. Co.
Stevens-Farris L. Co.
r¡Jei se 8r¡s "
Hestern L. & Export Co.
Western L. Co.
rdeyerhaeuser Co.
l{iìlarætte Pacific R.R. Co.
ìlrlendf ing-Johnson L" Co.

Lorane
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cul p Creek
fu'l p Creek
Spr i ngfl eld
Cottage Grove
lhbeì
l'la bel
Ithpl eton
Fl orence
Blachly
Dorena
Gl entina
ftlare ol a
lihrcol a
Notl
Eu gene
It'la pì eto n

l{estl ake
Eooth
Ja s per
l{estf i r
l{estf J r
NotJ
Harrf s burg
Cushman
[)exter
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Fl orenc e
l{endl lng
lihrcol a
Itlohawk
Pt. Terrace
l{endl i ng
Lowel l
0akridge
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cottage Grove
Cushman
Cushman
Goì dson
Harri sburg
l{a I ton
Cottage Grcve
Cottage Grove
lles tfl r
Spri ngfiel d
Fl orence
F] orence

I 931 -41
1923-28
I 9l't -23
I 9l 5-47
r910-t5
I 902-45
I 906-
'l9t1-26
l9l0-'n
1926-
I 9t8-26
'I 9't0
'1937-46

l915-19
't9t l -39
I9t6
19?3-34
1929-41
1 93't-33
't93]
1934-42
1 934-42
'1946-56

I 937-46
I 916
1928-29
't906

I 929-33
I 946-5ì
1924-46
1 947
19?4-26
1 925-31
I 9t 8-24
't917-18

r 916
1 928-3 1

I 909-12
ì9t4-
I 959-
ì 9 36-59
'1924-36

ì 9r 7-24
ì 904-ì 4
I 902-04
1928-30
I 9ì 7-28
1928,1929
r93ì-38
1920-25
1923-26
t9l9-23
r 923-36
r 949-
l9l I
'l9t I

3

l0
22

3

I
35

l3
?

2

4
2

35
'I

12

2
I
3
4
2
'|

20
,2

I

2

?4
25
I

2

:
2

34
,2

:
38
4
4

5

2
2
I

l6

'l

Source: Adans l96l
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Flg. 147 I'hll at Noti in Eastern Valìeys of Coast Range



FIg. 148 fts¡¿f ns of mi l l structures at l,lestf i r (Middl e Fork)



D. F'i shi ng 1875 - 1940

The coastal fishing industry began soon after the arrival of thefirst settlers to the area in the m'id 1870s. As wjth logging and
mining, salmon processíng practised on a large scale was only made
possible by its development as an Índustry. Salmon caught ín 'large
paddle wiers were canned jn factorjes built on piles on the banks of
the Siuslaw. Schooners shipped the canned fish as they did ìogs.
The earìy fishing communities were soon transformed to'logging
communities and all that remains of the coastal cannery fishìng
industry in the njneteenth century are pi'lings along the river.

IV. Tran sportat'ion 1870 - 1900

In its physical impact on settlement patterns, in its relation
to the econom'ic history of nineteenth century Lane County and as a
symbol, the steam 'ìocomotive was the vanguard of the jndustrialized
landscape. Much has aìready been said of these issues, So the
following discussion wi'll address on'ly the physical 'ìandscape
impacts of the railroad.

The Oregon and Caljfornia railroad that reached Eugene in 1871
went no farther for sixteen years (actually, 'it went as far as Natron
near Jasper). Durìng this period (1871-i887), Eugene was the end of
the line. Beyond Eugene, stage service carried travelers heading for
southern Oregon or Cafifornia, the coast or the Oregon desert.
During this time, the railroad did more to improve the agrÍcultural
export economy and bring more people to the area than physically
changing the character of the, cultural landscapes outside the
lt/illamette Valley.

In 1887, after years of survey and engineering, the railroad was
extended through Oregon to Californ'ia. Eugene was no ìonger the endof the line. tdithin twenty years, logging spur lines were well
establÍshed. Outside the level of open l¡lillamette Valley, 'the
ra'i I road had much greater i mpacts on the physi ca'l I andscape .

BuÍ'lding even rail grades through the mountain vaìleys of
southwestern 0regon required major ìandscape alterations, tunnel
construction and many laborers. Because of the need to maintain an
even grade the railroad often cut across the rectangular field
patterns, or rode above them on a wooden trestle or embankment.
Steel railroad bridges began to repìace wooden trestle bridges after
the twentíeth century.

Roads during this period were improved for stage and freight
wagon traffic, but they were still very primitive, iso'lating farms or
commun'ities at any distance from the rail line. The speed of
east/west overland traffic remained fairly constant through the
nineteenth century. In good weather, genera'l'ly ìt took three days to
reach the coast, two days to reach the summit of the cascades. But
by 1900, most of the routes that would become highways within twenty
or thirty years were established.

78



È?_:-
-*+Fig. 149 Southern Paci f i c ra'il road tunnel between t¡/estf j r and 0akridge



1

River Road at Finn Rock



V. Communi ti es

A. Small Towns 1865 - 1940

As mentioned 'in the last chapter, some of Lane Countyrs early
rural centers did not I ast 'long. 0ther rural centers did evo'lve
however, especi a1 

'ly those where economi c and geograph'ic f actors
heìped rural centers take advantage of the many changes in the period
of industrializatjon. For examp'le, towns with mills (there v/ere
e'ighteen water-powered woolen, fìour and saw mjlls jn 1884), were
scattered throughout the county. Other towns at county crossroads
continued to flourish. As river loggÍng developed, towns wjth
riverside mills l'ike Coburg or Acme also prospered.

B. Rai I road and M'il I Towns 1870 - 1940

The new towns in the late nineteenth and ear'ly twentieth century
were often related to the development of the railroad or to new
I oggi ng devel opment.

Railroad towns'include both those that were calculated to be on
the expected railroad line ('i .e. Junct'ion City), or those which
happened to be near the location of the railroad (i.e. cottage Grove
or cresweìì). These towns were sjmilar by being sìted where the rail
line came through and'in supportìng a variety of railroad related
structures ('l oadi ng docks, warehouses, etc. ) .

Mill towns (as opposed to pre-existing towns..that had mills
constructed in or nearby them) are towns that were established
primari'ly to house those worki ng i n the mi I I s. Because of thi s
sìng'le-minded purpose for the mill town, often the structures
(includ'ing the mill buÍ1d'ings, the company offices and the worker
housing) were bujlt in a s'imilar style as at Vaughn, Swìsshome,
tdestf i r, Oakridge and many other m'il I towns. The mi I I towns of the
nineteenth and early twentieth century are a1ì changed or gone wjth
only remnant residential structures, cìvic structures or stores.

VI. Resorts 1870 - 1925

The ear'ly resorts that deve'loped on the upper McKenzie River and
on the forks of the l¡/illamette ìn this perìod were remote and rust'ic
settings in forested val'leys close to the fish and game, or to the
m'i neral hot spri ngs that peopl e came to the resorts f or. Th'i s resort
development was during a time when exclusive remote resort lodges
were being built by the railroad and shipping companies across the
west. These resorts for the wea'lthy were in a way the ¡rother sideil of
the industrÍal ized landscape, representing the romantic desì re to
recreate an envi ronment wj thout the si ghts and sounds of
industrialized America at the turn of the century.

The structures from this period in Lane County are all rustjc
styìe residences and log lodges on the Upper McKenzie River, the
Middle Fork and Siuslaw R'iver.
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Flg. 15't Marcola at turn of century



Flg. tsz Blue River Hotel at Blue River
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FIg. 154 McCready Hot Sprinqs Resort c. 1910



VI I . Federa'l Act'i on s

The federaì 'legislation that was most important to the period of
the industrialÍzed landscape in Lane County was the 1871 Land Grantto the Oregon & californ'ia Railroad which was discussed in the
Hi stori c Context. It was not actual ìy the 'l eg'i s'l ati on i tsel f (whí ch
was a combì natÍ on of the earl i er tradi t'ion of I and grant
legislat'ion), but the misappropriation of this land grant for the
interests of Oregon's young t'imber industry that rrgreased the railsrl
for the development of a dìspersed logging industry'in rural Lane
County.

VIII. Summary

In contrast to the agrarjan landscape, which organized cultural
1 andscapes accordÍ ng to the i nterests of agri cul ture , the
i ndustri al 'i zed l andscape was organi zed to conform to ei ther
accommodate i ndustri al products or processes. The I eadi ng
industrializing developments jn Lane County (and western 0regon)
were the railroad and timber industry. The effects of industrial
products and processes were vi sibl e across al I hj storic themes
( agri cul ture , communi ti es and transportati on) . But si nce the
cultural landscape components of the period have largely dìsappeared
from the val'ley floors of rural Lane county, the earliest period of
the industrialized landscape is the most vestìg'ia1 of the three
historic landscape periods in the contemporary'landscape. Th'is is in
part due to the adaptation of many remain'ing remaining ìandscape
components in the next period, the landscape of commerce.
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CHAPTER VI I I

THE LANDSCAPE OF COMMERCE 1890 - 1940

I. Introduction

The'landscape of commerce is in some ways the smaller sca1e,
popul ar ext,ensi on of the i nfI uences f i rst experi enced i n the
i ndustri al i zed 'l andscape. The atti tudes toward natural resources ,

labor and ìts products which resulted in the maior concentrations of
capital and labor in mill towns and railroads brought the first non-
agricu'ltural wage 'laborers to settle in rural Lane County.

In order to provide the goods and services required by a growìng
urban and rural population, the exchange or buying and se1ìing of
commodities in a eounty-w'ide system of commerce became established.
Several factors gave ri se to thi s system of commerce i n the I ate
nineteenth and early twentieth century. The first two socjal and
demographic factors have been mentioned: the popu'larizing of
attitudes concerning the economic value of commerce for its own sake
and the rjse of the non-agricultural popu'lation both of the countyrs
towns and rural areas. Other factors were the existence of a new
rail transportation system reaching all corners of the county by
1916, the diversification of agriculture after the decline of grain
export markets and above aìì, the introduct'ion of automotive traúel
on improved county roads and state h'ighways.

The patterns of the agrarian and 'industrialized landscapes were
built on and molded by commercial interests in the landscape of
commerce.

II. Agriculture

Outside of communities, it
the commercializ'ing influences
'ì andscape . The three pri nci pl e
growth of a da'iry 'industry, the
and the livestock ranch.

was in the area of agricu'lture that
were most vi si bl e i n the rural
agricultural developments were the
smal I cannery or fresh market farm

A" Dairy Farms 1890 - 1930

The development of the cream separator about 1890 gave great
incentive to the dairy phase. The presence of a well developed
railroad lÍne, north, south and west through the eoast Range made the
sh'ippi ng of surp'l us mi I k products econom'ical ly f easi bl e. An
expression of h'igh1y deve'loped daìry farming by 1915 ís found in the
freight station at Meadow VÍew, a craftsman style structure sitting
all by itself in an agricultural ìandscape.
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Flg. 1s6 End opening gambrel roof barn with brick si 1o G3aa2) FIg- t57 Side opening gambrel roof barn (#2545)

Flg. lso Side open'ing gambrel roof barn (#3119) Flg. 15e Parabolic roof barn (#2382)



Dairy activ'ity was later assìsted by the development of
electrjcal power in the same period" Some dairy development had
occurred in the state by 1875 but those were unusual examp'les. t¡Jhile
eleetricity developed in the cities,'it did not reach rural areas
until the 1930s, but in the meant'ime, many farms developed theiÉ own
generators" Prior to the availability of electrical power, milk'ing
was done by hand and the process of handlìng larger dairy herds
introduced cow barns, unusua'lly ìong, ìow sheds. The stanchions at
first lvere home-made wooden versions but later commerc'ia1 ìy
available metal assembl'ies. The earlier cow shed or cow barns were
not noteable for their windows but the building was affected by other
developments and a new form of cow barn appeared after the turn of
the century.

Another structure involved in the development of the complete
farm was the windmill; a few appeared by 1870. In all cases, their
function was to move and usually to lift water. At first these were
hand-made structures. A very early example in Lane County was that
open frame wood structure bui I t by George Armi tage, a very
progress'ive and enterprìsing nineteenth century farmer who also had
his own sawmjll. The sawmillrs blades were of wood, prefabricated by
Armitage. The mìì.l, built to accompany his new barn of !877, lifted
water from a well beneath it to a tank at ground level. Thjs served
the sìxteen teams of horses which provÍded labor to run the farm seen
in ldallingrs 1884 1r'thograph. l¡/indmi'lls were also buílt to supply
the farm house with water. The residential windmill usuaì1y sat
behind the kitchen, probably above the orig'inal well" Its canted,
trussed structure was encased i n f i ni.shed sidt'ng ai was the tank
above.

Tsward the end of the century, wi ndmi 1 I structures were
provided with manufactured elements.Open framed steel windmills
began to appear in farms out in pastures or beside the barn.

Shortly after 1900, plumbing and running water were jntroduced
into the farmhouse. At first this meant a hot water tank attached to
the kjtchen range and the enclosure of a pÍece of the back porch into
a bathroom adioining the kjtchen. In newer homes bu'ilt around 1900,
a bathroom often was included w'ithin the bu'ilding mass but always at
the back of the house with a sim'ilar proximity to the kitchen.

The windmill tower at the farmhouse sometimes appeared as a
separate structure, somet'imes incorporated with the house, often as
part of the woodshed. Then its finished materja'l and detail were
treated to match the style of the house. But whatever its locat'ion,
the windm'ill¡s form was always discernable as a distînctly separate
element, partly because of its tapered substructure supporting the
rectangular volume wh'ich contained the tank, and partly because of
its he'ight which theoretically, was expected to reach forty feet,
twice the height of the house itself .

Electricity removed the need for the windmill. In the first
decade of the twentieth century, electrically operated pumps were
placed above the well. Somet'imes the pump sat within the ground

82



Flg. 160 Farm cluster with lrlindmill/watertower (#2940) t6t Farm cluster w'ith watertower (#2205)

FIg. 162 Farm cluster wjth watertower (#2826) FIg. 163 ldi ndmi I ì /frlatertower (#3510)



floor of the now defunct windmill. More often the pump had jts own
small shelter, often of red, hollow tile. l¡/hen the windmill
remained, frequently it was decapitated and used as a rather
inefficient tool shed. Just west of Coburg, a farmhouse of c"1900
has the remnants of a wi ndm'il'l adapted for other use " An espec'iaì ly
fine windmill, in operating condition,'stands north of Junctlon City
accompanyi ng an especr'aì ly fj ne bungal ow styl e house whi ch i t
matches in style and detail " These characteristics suggest that thjs
parti cul ar wl'ndm'il I may have been constructed around 1910 and i s
significant in representing the more recent use of the windmill as
well as for its fine desígn.

A first phase of dairy farming was accompanied by those
improvements to the trad'itional Oregon barn affected by the
ì ncorporat'i on of a hay forkl i ft. Through i mproved hay storage ,

keeping a large dairy herd became more feasible. Through the
d'ivision of the barn because of the hay forklift into upper and lower
fìoors, an appropriate area was provided for a herd of milk cows.
Other barns used'in this phase were old barns remodeìed, and there
were many of these. Remodeling often included the jnstallation of a
hay forklift and occas'ional1y the upper frame or bents to facjlitate
its use. The original lean-tos designed as open feeding areas were
fl oored and subdi vided 'i nto stal I s for the herd. For whatever
reasons, the first phase of dairy farming is more illusive to
describe and to find in the field than the second phase.

But shortly after 1900 a second phase did deve'lop and it fs
quite clear. There are numerous farm groups which give evidence of
its architectural expression. A distinctive group of farm bu'ildings
describes the second phase of the dairy farm. 0n the one hand the
house group often is simjlar jn its makeup to the house groups seen
in earlier periods other than for the addition of a one car garage
about 1915 and often a house built in more recent times. The
distinctive and informative characteristics of this second phase of
dairy farming is seen in the barn buí1d'ing group" The basic elements
here are three. First, a large barn, usually w'ith a gambrel roof
eontaining a hayfork system and a lower floor lit by a series of
windows used for storage, special stock or cow stables. Second,
attached to this huge building at one end is a silo or sometimes a
pai r of si I os. The thi rd el ement woul d be a 'large one story wi ng
perpendicular to the main barn, buÍlt to house the herd; down its
length are singìe sash, four or s'ix'light wîndows p'laced at reguìar
'intervals, usually indicative of the spac'ing and of the size of the
dai ry herd.

The elements of this barn group express a nat'ional phenomena.
Rarely is it poss'ib'le to see in such a bui'lding group vernacular
architectural expressions or regional ones. The design for the
buildings and even for thejr arrangement as a group was jntroduced
through a number of contemporary publicatÍons" A maior source for
prototypes and design details was the Orange Judd Publishing Company
of New York City which started reìeasing farm related materials
before the last quarter of the nineteenth century. By 1881 it had
published material on daìry farming, but the gambrel roofed barn came
I ater.
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Flg. 164 Parabolic roof dairy barn (#2900) 165 Parabolic roof dairy barn(#2554)

Fig. 166 Craftsman raì I road warehouse (#?378 167 Livestock barn (#2995)



The circular towers which stored the silage, a fodder made up of
corn as a winter feed for cows, were bui I t e'ither of an orange-red
cast tj I e or barrel fashi on of tongue and grooved pl anks set
vert'ical ly and bound w j th 'i ron hoops. George Armi tage swi tched hì s
horse barn of 1877 to a dai ry barn and for that purpose buì I t two
thi rty foot si I os i ns'ide the barn about 1910.

The gambre'ì roof ed hay barn came to epi tomi ze the twent'ieth
century dairy farm. The development of the dairy farm is one more
instance in agricu'lture of a pursuìt for efficient, economic
methods. About 1900, a major structural development occurred which
maximized the usefulness of the hay forkl'ift through creatÍng a large
open storage area free of posts and girders, a development greatly in
contrast to the structural character of all barns built prevìously.
The innovatisn which djd thfs was called the I'pìank frame barn", a
truss system made up of short lengths of timber. This aspect not
only made the truss easier to assemble, but also allowed jt to take
on a variety of shapes such as curves. Through th'is method, the
structure which supported the roof was kept to the sides of the mow
very much like an open pair of scissors. It is partly due to the
assemb'ly of the truss that the gambrel roof was selected. Other hìgh
multipitched roof shapes express this barn type also. Some roofs
took a horse shoe shape or a parabolic form. An example of this is
the l¡li I I i am Harper barn bui I t on the 0badi ah Bean DLC south of
Junct'ion C'ity in 1909. The popularity of the gambreì roof, or the
parabolic, became such that'it often was used in a more decorative
than a technical sense. This attitude is ìndicated at Thistle Down
Farm where the form has been appìÍed appropriate'ly to the large hay
barn and, more perhaps for harmony than for need, to a very much
smaller outbuiìding.

Daìry farms were prevalent in t,he Coast Range areas of the Coast
Fork, Siuslaw River and Lake Creek due to the m'ild winters and the
impracticality of other market oriented agricultural ,enterprises
competing with central valley farms where soils and transportation
were more adequate. But the dairy farm spread across LEne County
duri ng thi s peri od on smal I er parcel s of the ori g'i nal cl a'ims.

B. Cannery, Fresh Market and Lìvestock Operations 1900 - 1940

The devel opment of the smal I scal e di versi f i ed farmi ng
landscapes of row crop, orchard and livestock farms associated with
many contemporary rural areas of Lane County developed'in response to
commercial 'interests 'in the early part of the twentieth century.

As a result of the decline of extensive grain crop farming, many
larger acreages, espec'ial ly near the larger communÍtÍes 'in the upper
l¡/illamette Valìey, McKenzie, Mohawk, Coast and Middle Fork va'lìeys,
were parceì'led i nto smal I er farms. Ra'il road adverti s'ing campa'igns
he'lped bring a new small farm'ing popuìation into the county prlor to
and after the F'irst h/orld \dar. These farmers, many of whom were from
New England and upper midwestern States brought new techniques of
i ntensi ve hort'icu'lture i nc'ludi ng new vegetabì e crops and rotat'ions
to mai ntai n soi'ì f erti ì i ty.
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These farmsteads were smal l erin scal e than nÍ neteenth century
farms and the residences were often built in the related bungalow or
craftsman styles. The earljer farmsteads with vernacu'lar gothie or
Italianate style houses and both dairy and stock barns were also
adapted for more jntensjve and specialized uses. It js not uncommon
to find farmsteads in the central va'lleys wjth bu'iìdings datlng from
the period of extens'ive grain farming eonverted to eommercial ro!{
crops, livestock operations or modern grass seed farms.

A distinctive field pattern of the landscape of commerce is the
alteration of row crops and orchards in fields of roughly equal size.
This pattern, widespread'in the first half of the twent'ieth century,
is now limited to much smaller areas in the countyrs central valìeys.
Supporting developments of electrified field irrigation, the cann'ing
and drying industry, farm mechanization and the local distribution
of fresh market produce helped spur the crop dfversification of this
peri od.

The spec'ial ized I ivestock farm (sheep, cattle, chicken) was
also a twentjeth century development. Scattered long gable roofed
two level wooden chicken houses from the 1930s are still standing in
central val I ey areas. Al I of these specì al j zed agri cul tural
enterprises relied on an effective road and rail transportation
system, which was not fully in place until early jn the twentieth
century.

III. Transportation

A. Extended Ra'il road Deve'lopment 1912 - 1940

bJhi I e the extensi on of the rai I road i nto remote va1 I eys
propelled the timber ìndustry to levels of large scale interstate
commerce, 'it also provided the transportation for the produets of
Lane County farms previously too di stant from markets to be
commercial enterpri ses.

The valleys of the Coast Range were the most affected by the
extension of a Southern Pacific l'ine to Coos Bay from Eugene in 1916"
The track, winding through the narrow valleys of the Siuslaw R'iver,
connected widely scattered farmsteads throughout western Lane
County. The railroad was the key to successful dairy farmìng prior to
the jmprovement of roads through the area.

B. Vehicular Roads 1890 - 1940

The fl'rst improvements of old wagon and stage roads was often
for market roads to transport agricu'ltural goods to market" The
improvement of the Lorane Hr'ghway is an example. These roads most
often were in the same alignment as earlier roads, but as with the
Lorane H'ighway, new connections and r'mprovements to older roads were
made. In the n'ineteenth and early twent'ieth century, road
improvement was often done by young men jn farm communities the road
passed through. This road work was recogn'ized as a payment, of taxes
by the County Government before the turn of the century.
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Though early automobile traffic could be found in areas around
larger communjt'ies, automotive travel over the Coast or Cascade
Ranges was stjll very slow and adventurous untjl the 1920s. At that
time, the jmprovement of state and u.s. highways began to dispìace
the smal'l scale commerce 'in agricultural goods from the ra'ilroad to
road veh'icl es 

"

New north/south routes through the central county and along the
Pacific coast were jmproved to become national h'ighways (Highway 99
and the Roosevelt H'ighway, as the coast highway was fjrst called).
These roads, compìeted in the 1930s, in some areas followed earl'ier
county or Territorial roads, jn other areas were af igned jn
compl eteìy new roadbeds.

The east/west state highways through the Cascade and Coast
Ranges were jmproved 'in the twenti es and th'irti es. They more of ten
followed older alignments, although not aìways. For exampìe,
Highway 36 to the coast was built over Low Pass just east of Blachly,
instead of taking the old route over High Pass Road. However, on the
va1'ley floors, the highway is close to where the old wagon road/stage
road was, from Blachly all the way to Mapleton.

These state and natjonal roads were improved and paved by the
end of the historical period. They served to brÍng the county's
separate cultural landscapes into a reg'iona1 system of commerce to an
even greater extent than the railroad. By the end of the hjstorjc
period, the countyrs road system had kn'it the rural areas of the
county together in a web of agricultural and timber related commerce.
The transition to truck loggìng had just begun by the late 1930s.

IV. Communit'ies 1890 - 1940

The popu'lat'ion of rural communitìes began to migrate to the
urban centers of the county as transportation systems tjed the
out'lyi ng val I eys to the growi ng commerc'ial centers of the county.
Ear'ly rural centers continued to evolve in places like Creswell and
Lorane during the period of increasing commerce. The historic
advantages of crossroads communities and proximity to transportation
routes now 'incl uded veh'icul ar roads.

Mì I I towns continue to represent the industria'l ized landscape
even as agricultural areas adapted to the new market economies durìng
the perìod of increased regional commerce. This is certa'inly due to
the timber r'ndustryrs maìntenance of large export markets which
continued to iustify industrial scales of 'logging through the
rema'inder of the h'istoric period. Truck ìogging and the new road
system accessible to anyone possessing a veh'icle did give rise to new
smal'ler scal e I oggì ng operat'ions, contracti ng to transport l ogs to
the mi I I s. Thi s began a more di spersed pattern of residential
settlement by Índividual operators and their families throughout the
mountain valleys of the county.
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V

The new communities of the landscape of commerce were the
agricu'ltural towns developed to take advantage of new regional
markets for local crop production. Examples are Alvadore on a
Southern Pacjfic spur on the west side of the Willamette Valley, the
area around the early center of Lorane in southern Lane County and
the River Road areas of Riverv'iew and Santa Clara north of Eugene.

DÍ sti nct from earl i er cl aím settl ement of agri cul tural areas,
these small farm areas were "developed" by land developers who sold
the parcels to enterprising small farmers. The development of¡'Millettrs Plat'r east of Junction City was on a similâr scale of
acreages under twenty acres but was associated with the Scandínavjan
settlement of that area.

By the end of the hi storic period, the rural county had
communitl'es from all three hjstorjc landscape periods. Some had
physically evolved through each period, others were predomìnantly
from one period or another. The rural social institutions of the
agrarian landscape, the granges and 'lodges, and the all important
rural schools contjnued as foundat'ions of rural communÍty life untjl
the end of the hi stori c peri od. Af ter the Second Vjorl d l,{ar, these
institutions would wane quickìy, ìeaving many rural communities
without their centers"

Recreation 1925 - 1940

As roads became improved and owníng an automobi le became
w'idespread in the 1920s and 30s, the growth of a new automobile
oriented recreation fol lowed close behind. Rural service stations
and overnight cabìn hotels (precursors of the motel) were part of the
new recreation in the ìandscape of commerce. Dest'inations for
recreational drives included t,he coast, the McKenzie and lake
resorts such as Tri ang'l e Lake or Leeburg Reservoi r. Sì ng1 errvacation" homes also were first built during this period, usuaìly in
the rustic sty'le, at the eoast (along central ìakes), or in the
Cascades. This recreational development for the êverage American
was similar to earlier resort development for the wea'lthy in that it
was the product of the town and farm centered landscape of commerce,
permi tt'ing peopl e the 'l uxury of I eavi ng th'i s I andscape beh'i nd. The
commercial value of scenery, water and forests for recreation first
made i ts appearance at the end of the peri od. Thi s val ue was
certa'inly recognized in the creation of national forests with the
heavy rustic forest service structures built by the Civl'lian
Construction Corps (most are out of the survey area).

VI " Federal Actions

The ì eg'i sl ati on ì eadi ng to the establ i shment of Nati onal
Forests began in 1906 with President Rooseveltrs creation of Forest
Reserves in largely unsettled areas of the Coast and Cascade Ranges
of the state. l¡lhen these reserves were divided into National Forests
a few years 'later, this helped to stimulate a more dispersed logging
economy as did revestment of the 0&C lands in 1916. A more dÌspersed
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'l ogg'i ng economy and new recreati onal
improvement of National Forest'lands,
improvement in rural Lane County reìated
agri cul ture.

i nterests gave 'impetus to
addÍng to the other road
to the commercialization of

VII. Summary

The landscape of commerce (1890-1940), was more related to the'industrial i zed 'landscape than to the agrari an I andscape i n terms of
the cultural values related to commercialism. In some ways, the
landscape of commerce represents the democratizat'ion of industrial
processes. Roads and popuìar access to vehicìes, dairy farms and
other specialized farm operatÌons relying upon the rajlroad, and
many smal I rural commun'ities tÍed to different commercial or
industrial resources all contributed to a more compìex county-w.ide
system of commercial trade in the buying and sel'ling of commod.ities.

Adding to the comp'lexity of Lane county's culturar landscapes
in the period of commerce is the fact that the peniod includes both
the agrarian and industrialized landscape components as well. In a
certai n respect, a'l ready di scussed i n some detai 'l , the commerci al
influences represent some amalgamation of the agrarian and theindustrial. From a social historical perspective, Ít 'is arguable
that the ega'l i tari an and popu'l Í st rural val ues assoc'iated w j th the
agrarìan ìandscape heìp to democratize the concentrations of power
and wealth associated with the industrialÌzed landscape, resulting'in a commerc'ial landscape of individual small farmers, independenI
loggi ng companies and other entrepreneurs together wiin the
institutjons of industrial and agrarian associat.ion.

0f course these changes between the historic periods identifjed
in these 'last chapters did not occur even'ìy or at the same pace in
the cultural landscâpes of Lane county. In some areas, ali three
periods are equally represented, in others one or two, and there are
areas where the patterns and landscape components of one perr'od frame
the components of later periods.
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Flg. 170 0'lassical Revival house near Cottaqe Grove (c. 1860)



FIs. 169 Market roads such as this connected farms to nearby towns
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CHAPTER IX

THE ARCH ITECTURAL HERITAGE

I. Introduction

This chapter addresses the sty'les and characteristics of Lane
Countyrs rural architecture during the h'istoric period. Sty'les
popular elsewhere at the time but not found in surviv'ing structures
i n Lane County are not di scussed. A'lso, many but'1di ngs that are
primariìy of a utilitarian nature in relation to agricuìture or
i ndustri al acti vi ti es were di scussed earl i er.

The first section of this chapter describes the character of
vernacular arch'itecture for all rural Lane County and for the entire
historic period. The fol'lowing seven sections each take a style and
describe the character of that style's expressjon in Lane County.

Aìthough there is no s'imp'le correspondence between the hÍstoric
landscape perÍods described in the last three chapters and the
adaptatÍons of national architectural styìes found 'in Lane County,
there are many di rect associat'ions between 1 andscape val ues and
archi tectural express'ion. An agrari an uti I i tari an'ism of form and
function is seen in many of the earìy gothic and classical revival
buììdings for examp'le. t¡lhile this relationshiP of cultural
landscape values to arch'itectural expression is evident from survey
research, a ful ler exploratìon of the dimensions of such
correspondence was not undertaken during the survey itself.

The structures 'identified in the field were each reviewed for
approximate dates of construction, functÍon, theìr styljstic
associations and level of phys'ical integrity. The init'ial
evaluat'ion of structures as one of the ten cultural landscape
components 'is taken up i n the summary eval uat'ions of each cul tural
landscape in Part Two. Detailed architectural evaluation was not
conducted i n th'i s survey, âl though much of the research and
col lection of primary resources for such evaluation was compìeted.

I I . Vernacul ar Bui I di ngs

The attributerrvernacular" is not l'imited to any time period but
i s appl i cabl e throughout the hi stori c peri od. In creati ng groupi ngs
and descript'ive classifications of architecture, problems ari se
because of the great sÍmpìicity of many buiìd'ings. It is neither
convenìent, 'informat'ive, nor very helpfu'l to classify every bui'lding
styì'istically. Not only 'is rrstylerr vague or ellusive for most
utilitarian buildings (barns or mills for example), but other
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characteristics such as form or spatiaì systems are usually far more
teìI'ing. The term "vernacular" is therefore used in the survey to
i ndj cate a bui ì di ng whi ch :

A. Rises from a cultural background valuing traditional ísm
B. Has few meaningful styl'istic attributes
C . Has great'ly modi f i ed styl i sti c att,ri butes
D. Has a predomi nateìy uti I ì tari an form
E. Has a predominately regional character

Usual'ly the designation of Ivernacularrr encompasses al ] f ive
attri butes.

The term vernacular would be applied to many of the first
permanent houses. These ref I ected the background of the bu'i'lders i n
the use of many build'ing forms and plans from American regìons near
the eastern seaboard, represent'i ng both northern and southern
tradi ti on s .

Buildings were simple rectangu'lar shapes of one and a half or
two storjes. Their proportions tended to be broad, with gable roofs
pitched at a low ang'le. 0penings were arranged symmetrically. Farm
houses usually had a one story rear kitchen wing fìanked by porches.

In terms of decoratjve aspects and aesthetic expressions many
homes carried over the more provincial post-colonial vernacular
styles.0thers reflected the then more current classical revival
styles. These attríbutes found through the 1860s were stjll in some
use jn the 1870s. The Baiìey house on Prairie Road, Junction Cjty
built about 1854 is one of the few rural farmhouses which survive in
Lane County from th'is ear'ly period (aìthough 'it has been extensively
a1 tered) .

In each of the styìes described in the following paragraphs, a
range from highly developed and exemp'lary to very simplified
versions are found. The predominance is toward the plainer end of
the scale and as such, a sígnificant cultural expression. The
p1aÍner expressions often are appì ied to conservative, not
stylìstic, build'ing forms. These plainer, conservative examples are
classed as vernacular versions of the partÍcular style.

I I I . Early Loq Bui I di nqs

Log structures can be seen as having three phases. These relate
to two time periods and roughìy, to three characteri stic
expressions" Log construction was used for almost every kind of
function (houses, barns etc.), but usually is associated with a rural
or wi I derness context.

The first two phases relate to initial settlement of the county
with a time period from 1845 to about 1870. The structures are
almost exc'lusjveìy associated with agricuìture and are found in a
rural setting rather than a wilderness sett'ing. The first phase was
marked by temporary shanties, sheds or ìog'rcabinsrrmade with round
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logs. The early round log constructjon system was in use for a'longer perì od for outbuì'ldi ngs and barns than for homes.

The temporary'log cab'in was rep'laced quickly on the farm wjthin
a generation by a "hewn log house", the second phase. These were
constructed of squared ìogs which were used also for the better
outbuiìdìngs and community buiìd'ings. For the hewn log buildlng,
several different types of corner notching were available; the half
dovetail was perhaps the most commonly used in th'is region. This
notching system provÍded tight, f'lat corners" The pioneer house,
whether I og or hewn , can be recognì zed f or i ts s'imp'ìe , I ow
rectangu'l ar shape occasi onaì ly modi f i ed by a paral 'lel I ean-to porch.
Usually it had an end ch'imney of brick or stone and its few openings
were reguìar'ly placed. construction was straight-forward and the
craftsmanship excellent. The Sept'imus Spencer hewn log house on
River Road (1855) may be the only remaining pioneer home of thls type
in the County.

A third phase of ìog bu'ilding occurred in varjous primítive or
wi I derness setti ngs, i n j nteri or mountai n areas and on rugged
terrar'n " It i s associ ated wi th rough, sometimes temporary or
seasonal occupat'ions, such as mining. The cabins are generalìy of
round logs. Surviv'ing examples tend to date from the last part of
the nineteenth century or the first part of the twent'ieth century.
Features such as wood stoves, milled windows or doors and cruder
construct'ion dist'inguish them from the p'ioneer cabins. Sometimes
end porches supported on projecting purlfns and other details of
the¡e generally vernacular buiìdings point to the fourth phase of log
bu j l di ng: the rustic style.

ïV. Classical Revival

Houses, churches and other bu'i ìdings jn the classical Revival
style were among the first to be constructed in Lane County between
the late 1840s and the earìy 1860s" These buì'ldìngs enjoyed a
single, s'impìe rectangular shape, generally one or one and a half
stories h'igh aìthough sometimes they were two full stories. A one
story kitchen wjng often sat behjnd the front volume. The roof p'itch
was relatively flat wíth eaves boxed-'in and usually carried for two
or three feet as a hori zontal 'reave returnrr on to the gab'le ends of
the buildjng. The combination of moldings on the eaves and the rake,
a'long with the proport'ions of these assembl ies, often were the chief
cl assi c characteri st'ics of the structure . But the regu'l ar spaci ng of
openings and the symmetricaì or order'ly sense of the whole were
another feature. Horizontal weatherboarding pa'inted white was used
as s'id'ing. Sash, often painted black, consisted of twelve over
twelve, nine over six, or more often six over six light doub'le hung
windows. A porch with boxed posts ran across the front of the
buiìding. An excellent example for its form and eave detail, and one
of the counties oldest surviv'ing structures, is the Jacob spores
house near Coburg. 0f the hundreds of Classical houses and other
classical structures which once sat in rural Lane County only a few
survive and most of these are within urban areas.
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V. Got,hic Revival and Vernacular Gothic

By the mid-1860s, the impact of an increased number of popular
architectura'l publìcations brought various forms of Gothic Revival
expression into the County. Most of these sìmply gave some gothic
treatment to long-establjshed build'ing forms. Such treatment
included steep roof pìtches accented by iigsaw work along the eaves
and tall chimneys. Few have survived. An excellent example of th'is
'is the l¡Jill'iam \diltshire Bristow house built'in 1863 at Pleasant Hill
which, aìthough extensively aìtered, retains much of its important
archi tectural character.

The earl'iest Gothic house, such as the t¡/.hI. Bri stow house, gave
way to a vernacular gothic which became a dominant farmhouse design
for over thirty years, from before 1870 unt'il iust after 1900. The
vernacular goth'ic farmhouse took several forms of which three are
most predom'inant in the area surveyed. All the gothic forms are
gabled; usually they are either one and a half or two stories. The
first and simplest form is a symmetrica'l rectangular structure with a

rear kitchen w'ing. The plan was T-shaped wÍth eaves across the front
which had three to five bays and a small gabìe above the front door.
The second and equa'l'ly common form is an asymmetrical , L-shaped plan
which has the front door on the gable end and in the wing to one side,
are the kitchen and din'ing room which open onto the front yard. The
thjrd vernacular gothÍc form is a cross-shaped p'lan, usua'lly
symmetrical. The kitchen is at the rear, the front is on a gab'led
end and at either side project small gabled wings of equal heìght to
that of the main roof.

Al I three vernacul ar goth'ic f orms emphasi ze verti caì i ty w'ith
steep roof pitches, tall chimneys and long wÍndows. They usually
have several porches made with iigsaw work supportÍng the roof and'in
the railings, possibly on the second floor as well as the fjrst.
Sid'ing in the earlier examples (until 1875) js horizontal weather
boarding and later or, shiplap. Vernacular gothic houses were
usual'ly paìnted white w'ith trim occasionally accented in a deep, dark
color such as green, brown or red. Many examp'les of the three forms
survive' in Lane County.

Vi . The Ital i anate or Vi I I a Styl e

In rural areas of Lane County, the Ital'ianate sty'le se'ldom was
as fully expressed in its detail as in urban areas. But in rural
areas, more severe and modified forms are found from the 1880s up
'i nto the f i rst decade of the twenti eth century. The Ita'l i anate
building would be characterized by broad, proiect'ing, bracketed
eaves above a panelled entablature, both of which serve to emphasize
the flat pitch of the buÍldingrs roof and the height of jts wall.
Both gabled and hipped roof forms were bu'i lt, but the hip
predomi nated i n th'is county. 0ne over one, or two over two doub'le
hung sash wi ndows f avored verti cal emphas'i s 'i n thei r proporti on s
even when appearing in pairs orin bay windows. Cutting the top of
the upper sash ìn a sìight curve assisted this vertical theme as did
the frequent use of molded or bracketed caps across the heads. Both
symmetrical and asymmetrical buildings are found.
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The Ital jan V'il la js the name given to an asymmetrica'l buiìding
which was composed of two volumes off set from each other. Asymmetry
usual'ly brought to the front elevation a projecting volume, perhaps
pronounced with a bay window; thjs volume was f'lanked by a secondary
entrance porch at the set back vol ume. lih'il e the more devel oped
Ital i anate had cupoì as and even towers emphas'izi ng 'its asymmetry, no
survi vi ng houses 'in Lane County exhl'bi t these more sophi st'icated
expressi ons.

The Italjanate style is used here 'in assocìat'ion with a
symmetrìcal bui'lding, the version of Italianate most common in Lane
County. These were built'in ejther one story or two story versjons.
Symmetry might be reinforced with the use of two bay w'indows,
sometimes carried two full stories, f'lanking a small central entance
porch. A popular version was a one story, square or cubjcal cottage
with a central entrance. Most examples are extremely sìmp1e but
usuaì'ly retain the bracketed eave. Later expressions of the style
introduced modifications and, by 1900, eaves, wh'ile boxed and
trimmed with moldíngs, often omjtted the bracket altogether, but the
bay wi ndow remai ned. V/here brackets were retaí ned, the si ze
dimjnished in response to the dÍminuatjon of the eave projection, and
the panel I ed entabl ature may have been di scarded a'ltogether. A 'ìate,
bracketed vers'ion is the two story Farmer Hale house. This house
whjle modified in other styìistics respects, stìlì retajns the
general mass and low-pitched hipped roof characteristÍc of the
Ital i anate sty'le home.

Beginning in the late nineteenth century and progressing into
the-first two decades of the twentieth centurV, â hlpped roofed house
with a relat'ive'ly steep pitch rather than a fìat pitch was bu'ilt; its
eaves were boxed sometimes with and sometimes without brackets" This
roof dist'inguishes it Ín its characteristics from eÍther a craftsman
style house or a colonial revival house, and is classed here as a
modified Italianate style building. The Manìey Spores house'in
Coburg, a two story structure with bracketed eaves has thjs type of
strongly pitched roof.

VI I " Rusti c or Cascadi an Styl e

A fourth phase of ìog construction is found used in association
with sther utilitarian and rough materjaìs;'in contrast to the other,
earlier three log phases, thìs one is clearìy and strongly express'ive
of a style. Th'is stylistic expression began about 1880 and related
to a recreational and romantic interest 'in nature and wilderness.
Fi shi ng and hunti ng, campi ng, h'i ki ng and ski i ng determi ned the
funct'ional needs, and the sites were chosen to enhance and dramatize
these i nterests.

Three types of buiìd'ings are associated wìth the Rustjc style:
lodges ('large inn-ljke multi-storied bui'ldings); famìly cabt'ns; and
support structures includ'ing shelters, brìdges, p'icn'ic provisions
and trail architecture, gaso'line stations and maintenance structures
of some type. Combinatjons of these types of structures were used

93



for resorts in the early 20th century, for campgrounds or comp'lexes
for county, state or federal management of forest resource and
recreation areas begìnning in the 1930s. Individual summer homes and
year-round log homes were also part of this idiom. The appearance
and the quaìity of these structures contrast Ín almost every way wjth
the pioneer cab'in or hewn ìog house. Rather than simpìe and dÍrect,
the rusti c bu'i I dì ng dramati zed and exaggerated, often to great
effect.

Rather than symmetry, the rust'ic bu'i ì d'ing chose asymmetry and
picturesque forms rather than such a bas'ic geometry as the rectangle.
Structural elements were exaggerated in s'ize and often inefficient.
Materials and textures were emphasized, introducing such elements as
the cobblestone fíreplace and oversized wrought jron pieces. Al I
rustic structures are not log aìthough rough finjshes and natural
finishes are characteristic. 0ther exterior materials for walls
Í ncl uded board and batten, rusti c sid'i ng such as sl ab sidì ng,
shÍngìes, shakes or sp'lit 'logs. Extens jve fenestration found in some
rustic buiìd'ings might confuse the sense of the integrity of a log
structure (compared to the earlier phases of 1og build'ings), but thã
1 arge openì ngs, projecti ng porches and comp'l ex massi ng ì ntroduced
someth'ing of the late Victorian and early "modern" spatial openness.

The dramati c character of rusti c archi tecture becomes
particu'larìy effective when large repetìtious structural pìeces are
combined with a simpìe bold form often recal'lìng classic structures
as in the case of the temple and port'ico seen at the Log cabin Inn
(McKenz'ie Bridge), an ear'ly rustìc buildìng.

VIII. Queen Anne

The Queen Anne style appeared in Lane County in the late 1880s,
wit,h building continuing into the first decade of the twentieth
century. The more deve'l oped examp'les are found w'ithi n urban areas .

Those in the country are usually s'implifjed. A complex mass is
usua'l'ly achieved in a Queen Anne style building through the
construction of a hipped roof that support a secondary gable on each
elevation. Towers, dormers, bays, ch'imneys, and porches are pìaced
to increase the sense of complexity. At its simpìest, the Queen Anne
house Ín rural Lane County can be recognized by its combjned gable
and hipped roof, its porches and its uses of surface patterns. The
patterns are found in bands of alternating wall materials such as:
vertjcal boarding below windows; horizontal ship 'lap between
wjndows; imbricated shingles above; and, in use on a singìe wal'1, a
variety of window shapes and glazÍng patterns which include one or
two of colored gìass. Mot'ifs with'in any one bujldjng may recal'ì a
varÍety of earlier bu'ilding periods such as: Moorish roofs or
arches; classica'l ped'iments, swags and venetian w'indows; Engì'ish
Tudor decorative barge boards, lattìce windows, and jigsaw work. The
Assi stant Lighthouse Keepersr dupì ex at Heceta Head i s a more
developed, soph'isticated examp'le of the Queen Anne styìe bu'ildÍng;
more restraÍned examples are the houses on the Thistìedown Farm and
on River Road. An extremeìy modif ied type with on'ly token detail is
a'l so f ound.
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The popuìarity of the style was superceded by the bungalow, but
the two overlapped for approxìmately ten years. And the fjrst of the
popular trade books on bungaìows promoted both styles for a time.
Th'is over'lap'is found in the bungalow itself , whìch retained several
of the features of the Queen Anne, primarily those expressing surface
patterns.

IX. The Bungal ow

A maiority of Lane Countyrs houses surviv'ing from the hjstoric
period are in the Bungaìow and the related Craftsman style. l¡Jhjle the
Bungalowrs basic characteristics are distjnctive and easily
recognized, the style also takes on some compf ications because the
bungalow, at various times and in various houses, drew upon several
contemporary architectural movements such as: the construction
detai I of the craftsman styl e; the Engl i sh Cottagp revi val
movementsrlattice windows, leaded gìass, and half-timber motifs;
the Colon'ial Revivalrs horizontal white siding, shutters, small
paned windows, and GeorgÍan deta'il; and the California Mission
style's stucco walls, arcades, and tile elements" But along wjth th'is
medìey of resources drawn upon and found in Lane Countyrs bungalows,
wjthjn the generation that it was popu'lar, 1905 to 1930, bunga'low
build'ings a1 so exhibited consjstent, basic characteristics.

, The bungalow usual'ly related to the Craftsmanrs movement in
calling attention to materials and construction through the use of
bold, often exaggerated forms to support open eaves with outriggers
and support porches with huge girders, often with more than the
necessary number. Along with these characteristjcs was an emphasis
on carefuììy constructed s'impìe assemblies of wood; for example,
there was a preference for rectangular sections over curv'iìinear,
and the use of moldings was avoided. t¡Jal I surfaces' cal led attention
to materials by continuíng the devìces introduced in the earlier
Queen Ann style, alternating bands of finishes, such as horizontal
sidìng below a shing'led gabìe end.

The basic characteristics of the bungaìow are most ev'ident in
the numerous, severely modified and simp'le versÍons descrìbed,
although the bungalows found in Lane County remain fairìy true to the
origins of the sty'le found in seventeenth century Asia, chiefly India
and Bengal . By 1900, 'rBungalows" were made popu'lar by inexpensive
publicatjons and real'ized through a number of companjes which mailed
books of p1ans, provided workìng drawings with details of finish
elements, sold a variety of standardized building elements inc'lud'ingItbuffetsrt, doors, built-in ironing boards, etc., or shipped
compìete, precut houses. Many houses 'in Lane County were probably
precut. However, the basic bungaìow was raised on a high base,
sometimes simulated by a hjgh, sol'id porch raifing, and had a broad
"verandahrr, the porch gìven its Indian name, across the front. An
extensive gabled or hipped roof covered both the house and the
verandah and dramati zed the strong, hori zontal 'l ì nes of the
bu'ildÍng. A'ìthough the building quaì'ifies as a one story structure,
second floor rooms often occupy the roof space and are unobtrus'ive'ly
lit by dormer windows.
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X " American and European Rev'ival s, Twent'ieth Century

By the F'irst l,lorld !'lar, American trade publ icat'ions were
popul ari zì ng a number of Revi val s based on 'i nterpretati ons of
European or American prescedents. The illustrations were not aìways
cons'istent 'in thei r sel ection of nomencl ature or i n thei r
combi nati ons of archi tectural el ements. Parti cul ar'ly i n
fenestration of a building often comb'ined a mixture of cultures and
hì storjcal sources. Generaì ly, the examples found in rural Lane
County can be catagorized stylistically on the basis of but one or
two di sti ncti ve el ements appl i ed to an otherwi se conventi onal
building form.

Mjssìon Style examples jn Lane County are extremely simplified
versions. The style drew upon Hispanic Archjtecture especial'ly that
constructed on the Ameri can Conti nents. Reference to Spani sh
Mi ssions are f ound 'in the emphas'is upon hori zontal I i nes and squat
proportions and notably in such detail as 'log roof tìmbers, semi-
ci rcul ar arches, arcades, ti I e roofs and t'i I e ornaments, and
exterjors of stucco. 0ther exampìes are recogn'ized by the use of arch
and stucco wal I s.

English Cottage, a term used jn the periodÍca1s, describes
residential structures whose roof forms enclose a one and a half
story buì'ldÍng under a number of assymetrically arranged, steep'ly
pitched roofs. Gabled roofs and half hipped roofs were popular. In
the s'impl est versi ons, the roof effect j s restri cted to an
asymmetrica'l , steep'ly roofed entrance vestibule. Arched forms,
partìcularly the tudor arch, were used to head groups of multipaned
windows or recessed entrance ways. A variety of window sash are
found, sometimes small' paned lattice casements were used. Compìex
wall surfaces are found. Various comb'inations were made of brÍck,
stucco, hal f t'imberi ng, sh'ingl es and hori zontal s'idi ng. But the
s'impìest examples use only one or two of these exterior finishes.

The Colon'ial Revival in rural Lane County, found from the 1910s
to the present, usua'l'ly'is covered with a gabìe roof but hipped and
parti cul arly gambre'l forms were al so used. The most popuì ar
ìnspirations came from New Engìand, and from the Dutch forms of New
York State and parts of the American south. Most versions are simpìe
rectangles of one and a half stories and are symmetricalìy organized.
Sid'ing may be shingles or clapboards, often paìnted white. The
windows which may have green shutters or bljnds have small panes
although sometimes the lower sash were of a single 1Íght. Decorative
elements m'ight take the form of fanì'ights or side 'lights at the
entrance and a smal ì porch wjth turned or rectangul ar col umns.
Relatively few exampìes of the style were found in the survey but
these range i n characteri sti cs from the earl i er Col on i al Revi val
des'ign s whi ch associ ated w'ith and of ten combi ned Bungal ow f eatures
to those of the thirties whjch were more antjquarian or accurate in
thei r features.

XI . Contemporary, Modern Styl es, Twenti eth Century
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There are few examples of 'rmodernrr style architecture in rural
Lane County built before 1940. Not only were farm areas slow in
responding to these new, contemporary Ídeas but examples are usually
assoc'iated wjth urban and suburban s'ites and bu'ilding types.

The E.l,J"E.B. Power Stat'ion at Leaburg, 1929, is apparently the
only rural bui'ldÍng representative of the Art Deco style and is an
unusual 'ly fì ne , monumental exampl e . Characteri sti cs are sharp ,
angu'lar forms with angu'lar detaiì; here a chevron cornice detail was
used and a metal and glass entrance flanked by colossal flut'ing
appropriate'ly executed in concrete. Concrete brìdges often have Art
Deco style, ususaììy assoc'iated wìth the fjrst decades of the
twentieth century, on'ly sl ight suggestìons are found in a bungalow or
two through a long horizontal eave with a flat soffit accompanied by
such detail as a cont'inuous horizontal band of windows.

Just before and particu'larìy just after the end of the historic
period, 1945, many build'ings are found'in the styìe known as Art
Moderne. These, too, are usuaì ly modif ied versions. l¡Jhere on a
national scale masonry would be a typìca'l material , here it is
executed in wood paìnted whjte, deta'iled to recall flat, unbroken
surfaces of masonry but sometimes addi ng moldi ngs to create
horizontal banding" Other stream line effects are created through
horizonta'l1y organized g'lazing, curvìl'inear corners, flat roofs and
heavy eave treatment. Exampìes are found in a few schools, small
hquses and a number of commercial structures.
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CHAPTER X

INTRODUCTION TO
COUNTY

THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPES OF LANE

Part III describes and evaluates each of the ten cultural
ìandscapes of Lane County. Each of the foìlowing chapters address
one cultural landscape. There are six sections to each chapter.

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Areas

First the natural landscape settjng and the cultural landscape
boundaries are summarized. The cultural landscape area boundaries
are derived from historÍcal research and changed during the course of
the field survey as it became apparent that settlement patterns and
cul tural h'i story di st'i nct j ve of one area actuaì 'ly extended 'i nto an
area thought to be separate on the basis of historical research
alone. Even with this refinement of cultural landscape boundaries 'in
the field, there is still a degree of amb'igu'ity where cultural
landscape areas are not separated by prom'inent. physiographic
features. For exampìe, it is d'ifficult to determine where'in fact the
cul tural 'landscape boundari es of the I ower McKenz'ie River Vaì I ey,
Upper l¡Ji'llamette Vaì'ley, Coast Fork and M'iddle Fork areas should be
drawn. Here the cultural history and settlement patterns cross any
perceptible landscape boundaries. In a sense, the cultural landscape
areas are more important as tools for divìd'ing the geographically
comp'lex areas of the county into smaller units of study. Especiaììy
as many of the historic themes and periods were county-wide, the
exact lines between cultural ìandscapes are at best conceptual and
should not be taken as hard and fast lines in the phys'ical landscape.

II. Peniods of Sign'if icance

The s'ignificant historic'landscape periods for each cultural'landscape are 'identified by associat'ion with h'istoric themes,
movements, sty'les, or groups of peopl e. Thi s di scussi on establ 'ishes
the context for eva'luating significance and'integrity for cultural'ìandscape areas as a whole on a comparative basis with other cultural
ìandscapes of the county, state or nation. There may be primary and
secondary periods of signÍficance; primary sign'ificance is g'iven to
the perìod which most defines the arears historic and contemporary
character.

III. Significant Hi storic Landscape Components
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The 'landscape components which, as Ídentified by the survey,
characterized the cultural 'ìandscape during 'its period(s) of
sr'gnificance are identified.

IV. Statement of Phys'ical Integrity

The physical integrity of entire or partial cultura'l 'landscape

areas 'i s eval uated based on a compari son of contemporary and
historical ly significant landscape components.

V. Finding of S'ignificance

The signìficance of larger areas wìt,h cultural ìandscape
components possessi ng physi cal i ntegri ty wi thi n each cul tural
ìandscapes 'is evaluated on a comparative basis.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Those smal I er areas requi ri ng more detai I ed i nventory or
ana'lysr's are identified for each cultural 'landscape area.
VII. References

Literature used to he'lp evaluate the historic significance of
each cultural'landscape area is listed by reference number in the
text.
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CHAPTER XI

THE COAST

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The coast cultural landscape area is the entire thirty mile
ìength of Lane countyrs Pacifjc slope of the coast Range. From two
miles south of Cape Perpetua on the north to twelve miles north of
Reedsport, this landscape has the sea to one side and virtually
impenetrable coastal forest and mountains to the other. There are
marked di fferences between the north and south coasts of Lane County
wh'ich are divided by one of 0regonrs major river estuaries, the
Siuslaw.

0n the north coast, the coast range meets the sea in a series of
headlands that presented a major obstacle in hjstorjc times to travel
aìong the coast. By contrast, the south coast is a three to fjve
mile wide lowland of dunes, 'lakes, and marsh lands. Just'inland from
the dunes are narrow finger valleys leading'into the fÍrst hills of
the Coast Range. Overland travel from the Umpqua River to the mouth
of the Siuslaw was one way much of the Coast Range and coast were
init'ia1'ly settled in the 1870s and 80s. The eastern and western
boundaries of the coast cultural ìandscape area are the ocean to the
west and the first ridgelìne of the Coast Range to the east. Most
settlement history of Lane County's coastline centered around the
town of Florence on the north side of the Siuslaw River. Outside of
Florence, which as an ìncorporated city ìies outside the survey area,
settlement was in the form of isolated homesteads and small farms on
f ì nger vaì'leys 'in'land f rom the dunes and the coastal 'ìakes (Mercer,
l¡/oahi nk and Si I tcoos be'ing the I argest) .

II. Periods of Sjgnificance

The period of significance for the coast was the ìandscape of
commerce toward the end of the historic perìod from 1915 to 1940.
Duri ng thi s tÍme, the coastr s cul tural 'landscape was I'inked for
purposes of commerce and recreation to interior vaììeys and other
areas of the coast. Commercial dairy farming and ear'ly recreational
development associated with transportation routes extablished the
princìpa1 spat'ia'l organÍzation of the area outside the town of
Fl orence.

III. Significant Historjc Landscape Components
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The railroad l'ine along the south slough of the Siuslaw and the
east side of SÍltcoos Lake (circuìation) and the field patterns of
dai ry farmì ng ( ì and use) together wjth the dai ry farmsteads
(c'lusters, structures) were the components of commerc'ial dajry
farmi ng .

The Roosevelt Highway and the Eugene to Florence highway
(ci rcul ati on) , together wi th the bridges and other coastal
attractions, accommodations and lakes'ide recreational development
( structures) begi nni ng j n the 1930s were the components of
recreat'ional deveìopment closer to the ocean.

IV" Statement of Physical Integrity

0f the historjc landscape components which characterjzed the
period of significance, the railroad still possesses integrìty of
location and alÍgnment but is no longer used for transportirfg da'iry
products from the area. The valleys that supported dairy farms are'largeìy stilI pasture and fields but most dairy farms are gone or are
no I onger commerci a1 enterpri ses.

The coastal highway (Highway 101) has been significant'ly
changed since the historic period and the bridges over the Siuslaw,
Cape Creek at Heceta Head, B'ig Creek and Tenmile creek are the most
significant structures possessing physica'l integrity along the
h'ighway from the historic period. (The Heceta Head Lighthouse and
accompany'ing structures are outside the survey's' jurisdiction
aì though cl early of hi storic s'ign'if i cance. )

The lakeside resorts and recreational homes from the h'istoric
period of signÍficance have integrity as ind'ividual structures (most
of which are on Mercer Lake), but the development of recreational
homes after the historic period has changed the earlier character of
these areas such that the area as a whol e no I onger possesses
historic integrity.

V. F'inding of Significance

The coast cul tural 'ì andscape as a whol e does not possess
historical significance due to the loss of ìntegrity of the'landscape
components descri bed above . However, j nd'i vj dual components of thi s
cultural landscape do possess significance and 'int,egrity. Chief
among them are the coastal bridges, se'lected lakeside structures,
and remaìn'ing farm structures and land use patterns from the dairy
farming of the early twentr'eth century. Siltcoos Station on the east
side of Siltcoos Lake has'integrity as an ear'ly railroad related
resort town.

VI. Areas for Further Study

The majority of h'istoric structures 'in the coast cultural'landscape are found in Florence which supported a population earljer

102



than the period of historic signíficance identified for the rest of
the coast. The c'ity of Fl orence i s an 'important area f or f uture
survey of historjc and cultural resources.
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CHAPTER XII

THE SIUSLAW R¡VER

i. Summary of Cu'ltural Landscape Area

The Si usl aw Ri ver Cul tural Landscape i s a 1 ong, narrow and
w'inding'landscape inc'luding the Siuslaw River valley and estuary,
and the North Fork, Sweet Creek, Indian Creek and other tributary
va1 I eys. As wi th Oregon coastal ri vers I i ke the Al sea, Yaqu'ina,
Siletz, Umpqua, Coquille, and Rogue Rivers, the Siuslaw River has a
broad tidal estuary that supported abundant fish and wildlife
popuìat'ions in the hjstoric and prehistoric perìods. The river andjts tnibutaries meander through the densely forested hjlls and the
available bottomlands are few and narrow (rareìy more than one-half
miìe wìde). Unljke the Columb1a, Umpqua or Rogue Rivers, the Siuslaw
does not penetrate the Coast Range as a major river, but has its
headwaters near the Coast Fork va'lìey in south central Lane County.
This feature of the Sjuslaw--name'ly the'long and djfflcu'lt passage to
the interior va'lleys--had the historic impact of bringing most earìy
settlement of the area upriver from the coast. Because of this
geographic separat'ion the cultura'l h'istory of Sjuslaw River
communities'is quìte distinct from other cultural landscape areas.
The major northern tributary, Lake Creek, is treated as a separate
cultural landscape for reasons addressed 'in the discussion of that
area.

II. Periods of Hj storic SÍgnificance
. gn i fi cance that establ i shed the

settlement patterns of this cultural landscape were the development
of fishìng and logg'ing industries in the jndustrialized landscape
period and the development of dairy farming in the landscape of
commerce. Since the patterns of ìogg'ing and fìshìng industries so
influenced the spatÍal organizat'ion of the area, the jndustrial
landscape period is treated as the primary period.

Soon after ear'ly claim settlements aìong the lower Siuslaw in
the I ate 1870s, the era of ri ver I ogg'ing for the coasta'l schooner
trade began. The coastal lumber trade was transformed by the arrival
of the rai I road i n 1916. After thi s poi nt, I umber products were
shìpped to Coos Bay or to the interior valìeys of the county. Towns
such as Acme, Cushman, Point Terrace, Map'leton and Swisshome were all
products of th'is early industrial development.

As with the valìeys of the coastal area, the Siuslaw vaì1ey,
North Fork, Sweet Creek and Indian Creek all developed dairy farms
from earl ier claim sett'ìement. The dairy farms uti'lized fre'ight
wagons and the railroad to ship products out of the area.
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III. Signj ficant H'i storic Landscape Components

Due to the mountainous topography of this area, settlement
during both periods of sìgnìfjcance occurred along rjver benches and
narrow bottomlands (spatial org.aniz¡tion, response to natural
features) . For the same reason, settl ement duri ng the h'i stori c
period orjented predominantly towards the river as the major route of
transportation. Above the head of tidewater at Mapleton and on the
tributary creeks and the North Fork, travel was by wagon or stage on
primitive roads (circulation).

CannerÌes, mills and later dairy farms were similarly oriented
to the Siuslaw River (structures). The canneries were buj'lt on
pilìngs out into the river and pilings were used to hold floating log
rafts. Some of the commercial and res'idential structures even faced
the river, as in Map'leton. Closer to the estuary and along the rjver
tributaries, tidal flats and marshy bottomlands were converted to
pasture for the dairy herds. The hills above these val'leys were
ìogged and the logs transported to the river and then to mi1ìs a'long
the ri ver ( ì and use) .

iV. Statement of Physjcal Integrity

As'in the coastal area, the railroad stil'l possesses integrity
of locatión and alignment. The ra'ilroad no 'longer serves the da'iry
farms but stj'l I transports 'lumber products f rom m'il I s 'in the area.
However, the milì structures have been replaced and the cannerjes are
al I gone . The spat'iaì organ i zati on of settl ement ori entat'ion to the
river remains but the circulation patterns have been changed by the
locat'ion of the highways aìong the lower Siuslaw.

0f the da'iry farm'ing areas only the North Fork da'iry farming
landscape possesses integrity from jts period of historic
significance. Even here many of the earìy dairy farms are gone
though, and the rural center of Mi nerva has I ost much of i ts
h'i stori cal character.

Nonetheì ess, there are speci fi c components from thi s perì od
that do retain physjcal integrìty. ChÍef among them are the historic
commercial d'istrict of the community of Mapleton, severaì turn of the
century Mapleton residences, res'idences'in the Acme-Cushman area,
da'iry farms scattered aìong the river and its tributarìes, and even
serveral earìy claim settlement farms of the perìod of the agrarian
I and scape .

V. Fi ndi ng of Si gni fi cance

The cultural 'landscape of the Siuslaw River as a whole does not
possess physica'l integrity from its period of historic significance.
However, smal I er di stri cts and many i ndi vi dual components wi thj n the
cultural 'landscape do have historic signìficance and physìcaì
ì ntegrÍ ty .
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The smal I er di stri cts i ncl ude the structures 'i n Mapl etonr s

commercjal and residential areas from the period of significance
(industrìalized 'landscape, community). A smaller cluster of
res jdentjal structures 'in Acme 'is the other remnant of thì s period on

the lower Siuslaw River.

Components of ci rcul ati on from thi s same peri od that have
historical s'ignificance and'integrity are the raÍlroad along the
S'iusl aw Ri ver, and the Stagecoach and Si usl aw R'iver Roads. The
latter two roads, together with the Nel son Mountajn Road near lr/alton
were early stage routes between communities in the Coast Range and
jnterior valley communjties. The road a'long the north side of the
Siuslaw from Swisshome to Lorane js the longest road in Lane County
reta'ining integrity of alignment and location from its use as a stage
road. Included along this road is the l¡/jldcat Covered Bridge,
aìready desìgnated a historjc structure.

From the dairy farming period of the earìy twentieth century,
('landscape of commerce, agri cuì ture) , the North Fork va'l I ey i s Lane
County's best example of dairy farming settlement patterns which

. once thri ved through Coast Range val ì eys. Thi s vaì'l ey sti I I has
several working dairy farms and the overall spatìa1 organization of
the.valley has integrity from the historic period with the except'ion
of a few structures.

VI. Areas Tor Further Study

Further detai I ed survey of structures and si tes would be
necessary for the areas of the Lower North Fork, Acme, and Map'leton
to be considered for potential rural historic distrjcts.
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CHAPTER XIII

LAKE CREEK

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The Lake Creek cul tural I andscape 'is geographi ca'lly def i ned by
the narrow tributary valleys watered by Lake Creek and'its maior
tributary creeks (Deadwood, Nelson and Greenleaf), which together
form the largest tributary of the Siuslaw River. From the mill town
of Sw'isshome, where Lake Creek meets the Siuslaw, to the confluence
of Deadwood and Lake Creeks about four miles to the north, the valley
is thickly forested and there ís little flat ground. Deadwood Creek
and its tributaries orig'inate near the northern county line twelve
miles to the north. Deadwood Creek connects a series of small
mountain valleys along its length. From the older town of Deadwood
at the mouth of Deadwood Creek, Lake Creek f I ows 'in a genera'ì 'ly

east/west direction for about eight miles. Four miles from Deadwood,
Nolson Creek meets Deadwood Creek from the south. Just east of this
confluence is the town of Greenleaf and a few miles futher is the
mouth of Greenleaf Creek which meets Lake Creek from the north. From
Deadwood Creek to Green'leaf Creek, Lake Creek Valley is between one-
eighth and one-quarter m'i'le w'ide, relative'ìy 1evel and watered year-
round by Lake Creek. About two miles from where Greenleaf meets Lake
Creek, near the confluence wjth F'ish Creek, the creek falls through a

steep canyon separat'ing the lower and upper halves of the Lake Creek
cul tural 'landscape 

.

At the top of the canyon is Triang'le Lake (formerly Loon Lake)
named for its trìangular shape. Above the lake, the va'lley w'idens to
as much as one mile 'in places. From Triangle Lake to Horton, a mi'11
town on the upper Lake Creek about six miles distant, the vaììey is
f1at, soiIs are deep, and steep forested hiIIs conta'in the finger
valleys on all sides. Upper Lake Creek in the area of Blachly,
Horton and Triangle Lake was settled primari'ly from the east
(settlers came from the tdillamette Valley over H'igh Pass or up from
the Nelson Mountaìn route). Below Green'leaf, most settlers came from
the coast up the Siuslaw River. Nonetheless, Lake Creek commun'it'ies
were remarkably cìoseknit, perhaps because of the isolation of these
settlements from other more populous areas of the county.

II. Periods of Historic Significance

The periods of historic s'ignificance which established the
settlement patterns of this cultural landscape were the agrarian
ìandscape period (c'laim settlement patterns) and the landscape of
commerce (daìry farming). Unlike the central valleys of the county,
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these two periods were close in tjme and the second period followed
close'ly after the first period (1890s-1920s). Logging did occur jn
the hístoric period and in the modern perìod. However, mills were
smaller and more dìspersed than along the Siuslaw River. 0nly the
mills in the area of Horton on the upper Lake Creek were tied by
railroad to outside markets. Logging operations elsewhere along the
tributaries of Lake Creek had to float logs on freshets to mills on
the Si usl aw. None of the smal I m j I I s d'i spersed through th'is area
rema'in f rom the hi storic peri od.

The valleys of Lake Creek were homesteaded beginning in the
1880s and especially 'in the 1890s. During the first decades of
settl ement 'i n the area, homesteads grew to smal I farmsteads,
although st'ill 'largely as subsistence farms with a few head of stock
and small orchards of mixed fruit for home canning. t¡/jth the gradual
improvement of roads through the coast range, the small commercial
dai ry farm spread through thj s area as wel I as through other parts of
the Coast Range. Surpìus dajry products were shipped out of the Lake
Creek area by wagon weì ì into the twentieth century.

III" Sjgnificant Historic Landscape Components

Agricultural settlement during both agrarian landscape and
landscape of commerce periods was_confined to the narrow bottomlands
along Lake Creek and its tributany vaì1eys. Unlike central valleys
of the county, these bottomlands were cleared of standjng o1d growth
forest. Because of high rainfall in the winter months and the
narrowness of the va'lley floors, flooding in winter and spring was
and still is common. To avoid fìood-prone bottomlands, farmsteads
and roads were sited on benches or s'ìopes just above lower ground
near the creeks (spatial organ'ization, response to natural
features).

The spaci ng of farmsteads al ong these val I eys duri ng the
h'istoric period is almost always dependent upon available hìgher
ground for bui'lding. Space limitatìons also kept clustering of farm
buildings from spreading out as much as in other cultural landscapes
of Lane County. For example, barns are typically closer to houses.
Gambrel roofed da'iry barns and Craftsman or vernacular Italianate
houses from the turn of the century are scattered along the valley
floors. The greatest concentration of dajry farms and related
settlement patterns lvas in the area between Triangìe Lake, Blachly
and Horton.

ïV. Statement of Physical Integrity

The road connectìng Lake Creek communities, now Highway 36,
became the first paved road to the coast at the end of the hjstoric
period. However, 'it retains physjcal integrity of both alignment and
location for most of the cultural 'landscape area, following the creek
on the north sjde from Greenleaf to Swìsshome. Many of the sites of
farmsteads durÍng the historic period are still inhabited. New
homestead development jn the modern period has occurred primari'ìy on
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the tributary creeks of Lake Creek, especially Deadwood Creek. The
farm clusters jn the Bìach'ly-Horton area retain physìca1 integrity
of locat'ion, nestled against the edge of narrow va'l'leys. In the same

area, the rural center of Blachly retains more physical 'integrity
than other Lake Creek communitjes dating from the historic period.
Blachly has one of the county's largest and best examp'les of rural
vernacular Gothic general, store with a Craftsman post office,
feedstore and three residences a'lso remaining from the historjc
peri od.

The cultural landscape of Lake Creek genera'l 1y possesses
physical'integrity for the components of land use and response to
natural features. The extent of cleared farmlands during the height
of the dairy farming period 'in the earìy twent'ieth century is
retained today for agrìcultural use as pasture even though there are
far fewer dairìes 'in the area. CirculatÍon patterns and the sìting
of farm buildÍngs and clusters respond to the sìope and floodp'lain as
they did in the historic period and there js little new residential
development that does not respond to these features in the same way.

V. Fì ndi nq of Si gn'i f i cance

The Lake Creek cultura.l landscape as a whole does not possess
physical jntegrjty for all cultural 1a¡dscape components from the
þerioas of htitoric significance (agrarian'landscape,'landscape of
commerce: agricuìture) because most of the dairy farms are gone and
I i ttl e remai ns of the I ocal early l oggi ng i ndustry. hl'ithi n the
ì arger cul tural 'l andscape area, the smal I er Bl achly-Horton-Tri angl e

Lake area does have the 'l argest number of cul tural 1 andscape
components with integrity and significance to make this area a strong
cand'idate for a rural hi storic di strict.

0n the I evel of i ndi vi dual components of the cul tural
I andscape, there are a number of structureS possessi ng both
integrity and sÍgnificance inc'luding the Nelson and Deadwood Creek
covered bridges, several vernacular Gothic and Ital Íanate
farmhouses, numerous dairy and stock barns, severaì farm cluSters,
and the aforement'ioned rural center of Blachly.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Addi ti onal ana'lysi s of structures i n the 81 achly-Horton-
Triangle Lake area, including deta'iled site plans for remaining farm
clusters and the rural center of Blach'ìy, would be required for
considerat'ion of this area as a potential rural historic district.
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CHAPTER XIV

EASTERN VALLEYS OF THE COAST RANGE

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The Eastern Val I eys of the Coast Range are def i ned
geographi cal ly as the eastern s1 ope of the Coast Range . Ti ed
together by tributaries of the Long Tom River and the upper portion
of the Long Tom itself (west of Elmira), a'l'ì are draÍned to the east
i nto the tdi I I amette Val 'ley and Ri ver. The narrow va1 

'l eys connected
by the Long Tom Rjver system are oriented north/south and east/west.
The north/south va'l l eys are al I at I east one ridge'l i ne west of the
l¡J'il I amette Va'll ey and i ncl ude the Long Tom north of Noti , Poodl e
Creek and upper Bear Creek valleys. The east/west val'leys are along
the Long Tom east of Noti, Elk Creek west of Noti, Noti Creek, Swamp
Creek, Jones Creek, and the lower portion of Bear Creek. These
east/west va'l l eys gi ve easy passage f rom the north/south val'ìeys to
the central valleys of the county. 0n the whole, the Eastern Valleys
of the Coast Range are wider and substant'ia'lly dryer (in places f ifty
'inches of rain a year dryer) than the valleys on the Pacif ic s'lope of
the same range.

The Eastern Valleys were settled from the east begìnnìng in the
1850s. The Homestead Act and the availability of land brought many
new settlers in the 1860s and 1870s.

II. PerÍods of Hi storjc Signi ficance

The periods of historic s'ignfficance whÍch established the
contemporary settlement patterns of the Eastern Valleys were the
agrarian landscape period (claim settlement and the comp'lete farm),
the industrialized 'landscape (1ogging, community) and the landscape
of commerce ( tran sportat'i on ) .

The Eastern Valleys saw the most westwand extension of donation
I and cl aim settl ement i n the 1850s i n the area of El k Creek
h'i storical ly cal I ed El k Prai ri e) , now known as Hal e Val 'l ey west of
Noti. Later homesteads were cla'imed on other tributanies of the Long
Tom River in the 1860s and 1870s. The growth of ìogging activity in
the late nineteenth century used the Long Tom Rjver to float logs to
mi I I s I ocated al ong the ri ver.

The valley west from Elm'ira to Noti developed earl jest because
of the stage road to the Coast which took this route to the S'iuslaw
River. The Hale farmstead on the original donatjon claim became the
midway stage stop between Map'leton and Eugene from the 1880s until
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the establishment of the railraod to the coast in 1916. The mill
towns of Notj and Vaughn grew as a result of their proxìmjty to the
railroad. At the turn of the century, market roads were Ímproved
throughout the Eastern Valleys, connecting farms in the area to othen
parts of Lane County.

ï I I . Si gn'i fi cant Hj stori c Landscape Components

As with other areas of rural Lane County, agricuìtural patterns
of settl ement predomì nated i n the val 1 ey üottoms. The wider vaì ì eys
such as the Hale and Poodle Creek va'l1eys were open meadows burned by
Indians previous to white settlement, and therefore, were reìatively
easy to convert for agrìcultural purposes. Here as elsewhere, roads
and farmsteads were sited on terraces of higher ground to avoid
fl oodi ng. As farms expanded i nto dai ry and other I i vestock
operations jn agrìcultural development related to the landscape of
commerce ìn the twentieth century, many of the earl'ier land use and
ci rcul ation patterns were maintai ned.

Loggi ng on the hi I I sídes i n the Eastern Va'l 1 eys area began
before the turn of the century and was mostly finished by the 1920s.
This brought new development related to the loggÍng ìndustry. Mill
towns such as Vaughn and Noti were first located along rivers and
later took advantage of the railroad for shipment of lumber products.
Mill housing in these communit'ies was also clustered on hìgher
ground.

IV. Statement of Physical Integrity

Few of the originaì stage routes are followed exactly by
vehicular roads travelìng east and west through the area today. Some
of the north/south roads, however, do have ÍntegrÍty of location and
alignment from their establishment as market roads in the ear'ly
twentieth century (Poodìe Creek, Knight, l,r/arthen, Sheff ler, McMaster
and Hall Roads for examp'le). Land use in much of the Eastern Va1ìeys
area has been converted from open fields to Christmas tree farming.
Poodle Creek and Hale Valleys reta'in the greatest physicaì integrity
from the period of claim settlement in terms of land use, response to
natural features, cl uster arrangement and overal ì spat'i al
organization. Other Eastern Val'leys do not retain physical
integrity in these components due to extensjve rural resident'ial
development following the historìc period. In all valleys there are,
however, structures with physical ìntegrity from the periods of
h.i storic si gni fi cance.

The mill towns of Noti and Vaughn possess physÍcal integrity in
rel ati on to the 'i ndustri al i zed I andscape. Here, the components of
spatial organization, response to natural features, circulatjon, and
structures from this period still defjne the character of these small
mill towns today.
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V. Fi nd'i ng of S'i gn i f j cance

The Eastern Val I eys cul tural ì andscape does not possess
physical integrìty as a whole for the perìods of its historical
si gni fi cance ( agrarÍ an 'l andscape: agri cul ture; i ndustri al j zed
'l andscape : I oggi ng, commun i ti es ; I andscape of commerce :

transportatÍon). Several smal ler areas do, however, possess
integrity for two of these periods" Hale Vaììey and Poodle Cneek
Va'lley possess both jntegrity and s'ignificance with respect to the
period of the industrialjzed landscape. Other than these four areas,
there are also farmsteads with significant vernacular Gothic and-
Ital'ianate houses, barns and the Georgian Revival NotÍ School that
possess phys'ica'l i ntegrity.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Addit'ional detailed analysis of sites and structures in the
four potentjal distrjcts of Hale and Poodle Creek Valleys, Noti and
Vaughn i s requi red for thei r con si derati on as rural hi stori c
d'i stri cts .

List of Figures

363. Aerial view of Upper Long Tom Rjver va1ìey
364. Aeri al vi ew of Si usl aw River H'ighway I ooki ng west
365' Aerial view of siuslaw River Hiõt'w.v looking east

of the Coast Range
of the Coast Range
of the Coast Range
al'ìey east of Noti

371. Aerial closeup view of Noti
372. Aerial view of Vaughn
373. Hale donation land claim fjelds (#2126)
374. Fruit orchard associated with Haìe farmste ad (#zrzg)
375. Viewof road at édge of f ieìd and forest,
376. View of pasture (historicaì ìand use)
377. Gambrel roof daìry barn and road
378. Teo gambrel roof dajry barns
379" View of Hale Valley
380. Ital i anate farmhouse
381. Ital i anate farmhouse
382. Vernacular Gothic house
383. Gable roof barn and f ie'lds
384. Gable roof barn
385. Late Gothic farmhouse
386. Italianate Villa
387. Vernacular Gothic house
388. Vernacular Gothic house
389. Vernacular Ita'lianate house and road
390. Vernacular house
391. Craftsman house
392. Ital 'ianate house
393. Cascadian house
394. Eng'l i sh Tudor house
395. Mi I I structures (Vaughn)
396. Craftsman cottage 114
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CHAPTER XV

TERRITORIAL ROAD CORRIDOR

Iì Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

0f the ten cultural 'landscapes of Lane County, the Terrjtorial
Road Corridor is defined more by a cultural landscape component
(circu'lation) than by geography. Th'is 'is also the onìy cultural
landscape in central Lane County extending through the entire county
from north to south. Nonethe'less, there are geographic boundarjes to
this cultural landscape as well.

In the northern half of the Territorial Road Cor¡idor, the
eastern boundary i s the Long Tom R'iver wh'ich f I ows north a'long the
western edge of the l,rlillamette Vaì1ey from Elmira. South of Elmira'
the corridor follows Coyote Creek and its tributaries, incìuding
Spencer,_ Doak and Battle Creeks. At the headwaters of Coyote Creek,
the Teriitorial Road Corridor crosses'into the upper reaches of the
Siuslaw River and continues south past the rural community of Lorane
to the Douglas County line. The western boundary of the cultural
landscape area is the edge of the Coast Range.

The Territorial Road Corrìdor, as its name implies, is
principally defined by the north/south transportatjon route st'ill
known as Territorial Road.

II. Periods of Historic S'ignificance

The perìod of historic significance for the Territorial Road

cul tural 'l andscape i s the agrari an I andscape ( agri cul ture ,

communitìes, transportation). The north/south route wh'ich
eventually became the TerritorÍal Road was used 'long before the
historic period by Indians, fur traders of the Hudson Bay Company and
expìoring part'ies. This route was the earliest of two prìncipal
north/south routes which brough emìgrants into central Lane county.
For this reason, and because lands adjacent to the route were hìgher
than the f I ood-prone l¡/i I I amette Vaì 'l ey, the area al ong the corridor
was one of the first to be parceìled jnto donation land claims in the
1850s. The early growth'in population led to the foundìng of some of
Lane County's earliest agrarian communit'ies (Ferguson, Cheshìre,
Smithfield, Elm'ira, Central , Hadleyv'il1e, and Lorane)

III. Signi fi cant Hi storic Landscape Components
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The pri ncÍpa'l h'istoric l andscape component was the Cal i f ornia
Trajl, later the Territorial Road. The first settlers in the area
sited their claim cabins and farmsteads immediately adjacent to the
trail on elevated benches or river terraces. Spacing between farms
of one half to one mile was determÍned by the size of cla'ims. Most of
the land through whl'ch the trail passed was open prairie. Farm
buildings were characterìst'icalìy sited at the edges of the prairie
openings" stages of farm development aìong the corridor progressed
at approximateìy the same rate from clajm settlement to compìete
farms growìng cereal crops in the late nl'neteenth century to
livestock operat'ions in the early twentieth century. Simjlarjtíes
in farm cluster arrangement and even ìn architectural design could be
found a'long sect'ions of the corridor. Rural centers serving the
agricultural and soc'ial needs of these farming communjt'ies occurred
every five mjles or so a'long the Territorial Road. The prìncipaì
north/south stage line followed major portions of the road and stage
taverns such as the well known rrMountain Houserr near Lorane served
this line.

IV. Statement of Physical Integrity

The area of greatest change s'ince the historic period js in the
vicin'ity of Fern R'idge Reservoir just about in the center of the
corridor, due west of Eugene. The reservoir was built to control
flooding in the Long Tom watershed, and its construction flooded
aþout fifteen square miles of farmlands settled in the 1850s as well
as port'ions of the California Trail which crossed the.marshy area to
continue south along coyote Creek. The area around the reservoir,
i nc1 udi ng Veneta, E1 mi ra and the surroundi ng area has been
extensively parcel 1ed for rural residentjal development, further
reducing the phys'icaì integrity of this portÍon of the Territorial
Road cultural ìandscape.

Territorial Road jtself does possess integrity of aìÍgnment and
location for most of its length through the corridor. North oT the
reservoir and south of the Doane Road intersectìon, the locat'ion of
the old California Tra'il is roughìy coincident with Territorial
Road. In the northern section, the h'istoric rural center of Franklin
(Smithfield) possesses physical integrity of location and settlement
with two historic churches, a general store and several residences.
Al though chesh'ire and Ferguson no 'longer possess physi cal i ntegrity
as rural centers from the period of historic significance, there are
scattered farmsteads in the vicinÍty of these centers along the
Territorial Road that do have physical integrity in respect to the
agrarì an ì andscape.

The Ferguson Creek area was settled early but lands were not
parceì1ed into the ìarge donation claims. Here the farmsteads are
closer together than in other donation claim settled areas (spatial
organization). H'igh gable roofed end-opening barns in the Ferguson
Creek area possess an integrity of design, workmanship and materials
characteristic of agrarian communites of the late n'ineteenth
century. The val'ley is further characterized by the plantÍng of
Ponderosa Pìne along many of the access roads to origÍnal farmsteads
(vegetation realted to ìand use).
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The Coyote Creek area between Doane road and Lorance Ís the only
sectjon of the Territorial Road Corrjdor possesing physìcal
integrity of overall spatia'l organizat'ion, land use, response to
natural features, ci rcu'lat'ion, cl uster arrangement and structures.
Exist'ing farmsteads reflect the pattern of donation land claim
settlement. The agricuìtural land use (primarily cattle ranchíng)
is consistent with earlier land use. The shapes and sizes of fields
are also similar in character to the historic period. Most of the
existing farmsteads in the area date from the hjstoric period. The
earl'iest farms are sÍted on benches twenty to tht'rty feet above the
va'ì1ey floor, oriented towards the Territorjal Road, with barns and
outbuììdings to the side or behind the farmhouses. Field barns at a
distance from the cluster are common in the area. The oldest
farmhouses are vernacul ar Goth'i c ( 1820s-1900s) and some are
vernacular ltalianate in style (1890s-1910s).

In the southernmost section of the Territorial Road Corridoris
the historic rural community center of Lorane. This communìty at the
headwaters of the Siuslaw River and astride the old north/south trail
was an important crossroads from prehi stori c t'imes. Lorane
contjnued to be a crossroads community through the historic period.
As a rural center, Lorane served the social and service needs of the
surroundi ng agricu'ltural val I ey. Lorane possesses physi ca'l
ìntegrity today from its period of hìstoric significance with
structures such as a I odge, grange, church and resjdences al I
contributing to a c'lustering of structures characteristíc of many
ear'ly rural centens in Lane County. Lorane retaìns more of this
character than any other rural community in Lane County.

V. Fi ndi ng of Si gni fi cance

The cultural ìandscape of the Territorial Road Corridor as a
whole does not possess physìca'l ìntegrity for the period of its
historic sign'ificance (agrarian landscape: agri cul ture,
communitt'es, transportation). However, there are smal ler areas
with'in the cultural 'landscape that do possess 'integrity for this
period. The northern Territorial Road from Elmira to the Benton
County line and the southern portion of the same road from Doane Road
to the Doug'las County l'ine is a signifÍcant circulation network for
both the settlement of Lane County and western Oregon.

ïhe lower Ferguson Creek and upper Coyote Creek port'ions of the
cultural ìandscape are significant remnants of settlement patterns
from the earìy agrarian landscape (1850-1900).

Franklin and Lorane are significant as the only examples of the
rura'l centers found along the Territorial Road which retain phys'ica'l
'integrity from the h'istoric period. Outside these areas are isolated
but significant farmsteads (usual'ly vernacular Gothic or Italianate)
possessÍng physical integrity.
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VI. Areas for Further Study

Additional detaÍled ana'lysis of sites and structures in the
areas of Ferguson and Coyote Creeks, Frankl'in and Lorance, would be
necessary fon theÌr consideration as potentiaì rural hi storic
di stri cts.

397. Terrjtorial Road Corridor Cultural Landscape Area
398. Oblique drawing of Lorane area
399. 1884 'l'ithograph of Petrie Residence
400. 1884 lithograph of Hayes Residence
401. Map of Ferguson Creek and Frankl'in areas
402. Map of Coyote Creek area
402a. Map of Lorane area.
403. Aerial view of nort,hern Territonial Road area
404. AerÍal view of Ferguson Creek area
405. Aerial view of Ferguson Creek area
406. Aerial view of High Pass Road area
407. Vernacular Gothic house
408. Gambel roof barn
409. Bungalow house
410. Bungalow house
411. Dani sh cemetary
412. Gambrel roof dairy barn
413 . Ital i anate house
414. Gambrel roof dajry barn
415. Vernacular Gothic house and barn
416. Craftsman house
417. Aerial view of northern Territorial Road and Fern Rìdge

Reservoir area.
418. Craftsman house
419" Craftsman house
420. Bungalow house and gabel roof barn

324. Vernacular Gothic house and SP railroad track (#1953)
325. Craftsman cottages and SP ra'ilroad track (#1954)
326. Railroad bridge over the Siuslaw River (#1951)
327. Bungalow house (#1936)
328" Georgian Revival house (#1944)
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CHAPTER XVI

UPPER WILLAMETTE VALLEY

I" Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The upper lrJil'lamette Valley cultural 'landscape has both
geographi c and cuì tural 1y defi ned boundari es. The geographi c
boundaries are topograph'ic; the valley ends where the Coast and
Cascade Ranges begin. These are not the boundaries of the cultural'landscape however.

The Long Tom Riveris the shared border of the upper lriillamette
Val ì ey and Terri tori al Road Corri dor cul tunal ì andscapes . The
combinatjon of natural features such as differences in soils, and
cultural features such as the location of the Territorial Road, led
to qu'it,e different settlement patterns on east and west sides of the
Long Tom Rìver. Although the ldi]lamette River, found in the vaììey
center is much wider and more difficult to cross, settlement patterns
on either side of the t¡/il lamette are quite similar.

The eastern boundary is both geographìc and cultural. The
Coburg Hills, fÍfteen miles across the levelrrpraÍriesrrof the
l¡/illamette from the Coast Range foothil'ls, sìgnaì the beg'innìng of
the Cascade Range and form the eastern boundary of the central
portion of the cultura'l landscape. For approximately six mi'les, the
l¡/Íllamette River js the northern'boundary, beìng the county line
between L'inn and Lane Counties. The southern boundary extends a'long
the southern flank of the coburg Hills to where camp creek Rjdge
meets the McKenzÍe River.

The northern and southern boundari es are al so cul tural or
politica'l boundarìes, limiting the portìon of the t¡iillamette Vaìley
which falls into Lane Countyrs jurÍsdiction. The northern boundary
on the west side of the t¡/illamette Riveris the Benton County ì'ine
about six miles north of Junctjon city. To the east of the river,
L'inn County line forms the northern boundary about four miles north
of coburg. The southern boundary is the edge of the vaì'ley between
Fern Rìdge Reservoir and the Urban Growth Boundary of Eugene.
Further east, the southern boundary ìs the urban growth boundaries of
Eugene and spri ngf i el d to the McKenz j e R'iver Va'l I ey cul tural'landscape boundary at Hayden Bridge on the McKenzie. l,{ithin thi s
combjnat'ion of geographic and cultural boundaries I ie approx'imately
130 square miles of vaìley farmland. Prjor to the modern growth of
the Eugene,/Spri ngf ì eì d metropol 'itan area, the l¡/i I I amette Val I ey
included many more square miles of farmland.
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The McKenzie and l¡/i I lamette Rivers meet in an extensive delta
area jn the southern center of the cultural ìandscape h'istorically
known as l¡Jì I I amette Forks. Fl owjng north, the |t/'il I amette R j ver
divides the area'into eastern and western halves. So'il conditions 'in
the l¡l'il I amette Val I ey cul tural ì andscape are determj ned by the
relative age of the alluvial depos'its from the h/illamette Rjver and
i ts tri butari es. cl osest to the ri ver and 'i ts many sl oughs the
geol ogi cal ly recent soÍ I s are wel I drai ned whereas the h'i gher
terraces east and west of t,he river are composed of older, poorer
draining c'lay based soils.

II. Periods of Hi storic Significance

The peri ods of hi stori c sÍ gn ì fi cance that establ i shed the
agricuì tural settl ement patterns of the l¡/i I I amette Val'ley cul tural
ì andscape span the agrari an 'l andscape , the i ndustri al i zed ì andscape
and the ìandscape of commerce (agriculture, communities,
tran sportatì on ) .

As with other central va'lleys, the overìap between periods of
agricultural development in the t'rlillamette Va'lley is uneven, with
some areas reta'in'ing the character of one period and other areas
retaining the character of other periods. These variatjons depend on
a variety of historical developments and natural 'landscape features
such as the qua'lity of soils for djfferent kinds of agricultural
act i v'i ty .

III. Sign'ificant Historjc Landscape Components

The donation land claim patterns of the agrarian landscape were
the fìrst and most influentíal in terms of definÍng the overall.
spat'i al organi zati on of I and use, cÍ rcul atj on, response to natural
features, boundary demarcati ons, farm cl usters and structures.
During this early period from the 1850 to 1900, there were rural
centers scattered along the valley floor (Grand Pra.irie, tdiìkins,
l¡/Í I I amette Forks , Armi tage and even Eugene and Spri ngf i eì d unti I
1870.

The eastern and western sides of the hlillamette Valley were the
first to be apportioned'into 320 and 640 acre claims. This was due
to the respect for flooding 'lands in the vaì'ley center and to the
sitìng of farmsteads'in prox'imity to both the east and west side
routes which became Territorial Roads. However, by 1860, a'lì but the
heavjest cìay soil areas south of the later town of Junctjon Cìty
were claimed and put to the p'low.

The leveì, unobstructed prairie on both sides of the l¡/illamette
and McKenzie Rivers allowed for layout of many roads along sect'ion
lines. The size of cla'im parceìs in turn determined the spacìng of
farmsteads every one half mile or every mj'le in some places. claim
cabins were quickìy replaced by barns and by Classical Revival and
early vernacul ar Gothic residences. By the 1860s, many cl aim
boundarjes were fence_d with spì'it raÍls and large scale grain raìsing
of the "complete farmrrhad repìaced the native prair.ie giasses.
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The cla'im settlement and comp'lete farm patterns which occurred
across the valìey were further deveìoped during the period of the
i ndustri al i zed I andscape from the 1870s on . The si tÍ ng of the
ra'il road on the east side of the l¡/i I I amette south of Harri sburg
spurred the expansion of grain farms in the Junct1on Cjty area. This
development was primarily on the higher terraces east and west of the
ri ver. Expanded gra'i n storage and mÍ 1 ì 'ing at Harri sburg , Juncti on
City and Eugene/Springfìeld served the growth of Lane County's first
agri cu'ltural export economy. During thi s peri od, 'larger, hi gh
p'itched gable roofed barns and late vernacular Gothic, Italianate
and Queen Anne houses symbol'ized the agrìcu'ltural wealth of the area.
Driveways l'ined with shade trees of walnut, map'le or fir were common.

In the 1880s, hop growing spread aìong the better draining soiìs
closer to the river. The decline of grain markets in the 1890s
ushered in the patterns of agriculture in the landscape of commerce
period. By the ear'ly twentieth century a pattern of small mixed row
crop and tree fruit farming began to be superimposed upon the earlier
claim settlement patterns. 0lder cla'ims were subdivided, especialìy
on the better so'il s cl oser to and wÍth'in the f I ood p'lai n. These
commerc'ial f arm acreages ranged 'i n si ze f rom twenty acres to two
hundred acres. Fields of annual crops and orchard crops were
interspersed w'ithin these acreages. Therefore, aìthough land use in
general remained agricultural during the transition from large scale
'i ndustri al i zed agri cul ture to smal I er scal e commerci al agri cu'l ture,
the cult'ivation of land divers'ified'in certain parts of the val'ley.

Farmsteads of the period of commerce i n agricul ture were
smal I er and i ncreasi ng'ly speci al i zed depend'i ng on the character of
the crops or l'ivestock grown for market. Gambrel roofed dairy barns,
livest,ock barns and machine sheds were erected and sometimes older
barns were adapted to new purposes. Houses associated with th'is
period could be later vernacular Gothic, Italianate, Craftsman or
Bungalow'in sty1e. Farm clusters often included waterpumps and
storage tanks, occas'ionally finished to match the style of houses.

Agri cu'l tural pattern s f rom the peri od of 'l andscape commerce
were concentrated dÍrectly north of Eugene along R'iver Road and
Cobury Road immediately west and east of the l.{illamette River. These
roads served as market roads for farms serv'i ng the growi ng
populations of Eugene and Springfieìd. The extension of the Oregon
El ectric rai I I i nes and the west side Southern Paci fic I i ne
faci I i tated the growth of new agri cul tural communi t'i es . Santa
Clara, Riverview and Alvadore were communit'ies related to this
period. A different k'ind of commun'ity was founded by farmers of
Scandinavian descent who clustered their productive small farms on
rrMi 'l I etr s Pl atrr east of Juncti on Ci ty. The houses of these f arms
were distinctive'ìy Queen Anne in style with architectural flourishes
of Scandinavian origin.

IV. Statement of PhVsical InteqritV
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The cultural landscape of the upper l¡/illamette Valley does not
possess physical integrity as a whole for any of the three historic
periods of significance. More than any other cultural 'landscape in
the county, the upper V/'illamette Val'leyrs agricultural ìandscapes
have been transformed by both newer agricuitural developments and by
urbanization. The west and east sides of the va'lley still have
physical integrity of spatial organizat'ion and circulat'ion from the
agrarian and industrialized ìandscape períods. However, these areas
are predominantly modern grass seed farms, although there are
structures (houses and barns) rema'ining from the period. The areas
of commercial agriculture frsm the early 1900s in the River Road,
coburg and Alvadore areas have experieneed rural res'idential
development during the modern period. In these areas there are many
i ndi vídual si tes possessi ng i ntegri ty as farm cl usters and
structures from the historic period.

V. Finding of Significance

Despite the lack of overal'l physical integrity, there are three
areas of sÍgnificant landscape components with physical integrity
from the major periods of agricultunal development.

The first is in the vicinity of Coburg where land use, boundary
demarcations, field patterns and farm buÍldings represent the
agrari an I andscape and i ndustri a'l i zed agrf cul tural 'landscape of the
nineteenth century.

The second area is along Dane Lane east of Junction City where
farm clusters ínclude a concentrat'ion of ornamented Queen Ann
houses. This is the only ethnic (scandinavian) agrìcuìtural
community in Lane County that is visible in the architecture
associated with that community.

The third is the area east of River Road between Beacon Drive
and Browns Landing. This area retains physical 'integrity of land
use, spatial organ'ization and structures from the landscape of
commerce period of diversified agriculture. All four rema'ining hop
barns in the upper ldillamette valìey are found here, for example. vI.
Areas for Further Study

Further analys'is of these three areas i s needed to determ'ine
their potentÍa1 as rural historic districts representing d'ifferent
ki nds of agricul tural devel opment i n the hi story of the lr/i I I amette
Va'l'ley.
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CHAPTER XVI I

COAST FORK OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The Coast Fork cultural ìandscape area ís the ìargest in the
county. Extend'ing thirty mìles from north to south, the area varies
between fifteen miles and two miles in width. The cultural landscape
boundaries contai n al I 'lands settl ed duri ng the h'istor j c period i n

the valleys watered by the Coast Fork of the l¡Jillamette. This area
jncludes the lower portion of the Coast Fork from jts conf'luence with
the Middle Fork just south of SpringfÌeìd to the confluence of the
Row Rjver and the Coast Fork ìn the area of Cottage Grove. The Lower
Coast Fork also includes the tributary vaììeys of Camas Swale, Lynx
Hollow and Sjlk Creek. The upper Coast Fork includes the separate
tributary valleys of Row River, Mosby Creek and the Coast Fork south
of the historic communit'i of Latham.

II. Periods of Historic S'ign jf icance

The periods of h'istoric s'ign'if icance establ Í shi ng the
settlement patterns of the Coast Fork cultural ìandscape area differ
between the lower and upper portions of the Coast Fork. In the lower
port'ion between the area surrounding Cottage Grove and the Middle
Fork,/Coast Fork confluence, the agricultural patterns of the
agrarian ìandscape perìod (agrìculture, communities) were
predominant, a'lthough patterns of 'later agricultural development in
the peri ods of the i ndustri al i zed I andscape (mì ni ng, I oggi ng) and
the'landscape of commerce (agriculture) were also found.

In the upper coast Fork portion of the cultural landscape area,
the patterns of loggÍng and mìning from the 'industrial ized 'landscape

are predomi nant.

IIL Sign'ificant Historic Landscape Components

The lower Coast Fork together with other central valleys of the
county was extensìve'ly settled via donation land claims. Here a'l so
wide prairjes on either s'ide of the river were the first areas to be
devel oped f or f arm'ing. Ind'ian trai I s up the Coast Fork were sel ected
as an emigrant wagon route by t,he Appìegate brothers in 1846 and some
who came by this route located their c'laims jn the vaììeys aìong this
route. As with the west s jde Cal ifornia Tra'i1, many early Oregon'ians
used this trajl to trave'ì to and from the min'ing areas in California
and southern Oregon. Later the east s'ide Territorial Road fol'lowed
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this same route from the l¡/illamette Val'ley up the west bank of the
Coast Fork. Cultural ìandscape components of the agrarr'an landscape
were domi nant al ong the Coast Fork through the 1880s. These
components included the large field patterns and land use related to
grain farming in the late nineteenth century. Farmsteads were often
si ted at the pra'i ri er s edge and on s1 i ghtly h'igher terraces " Farm
clusters and structures were characterized for the period by low
pitched gable roofed barns, ClassÍcal Revival and vernacular gothr'c
residences and buildings assocjated with early rural centers. These
earìy communí t'ies j ncl uded Creswel I , Cì overdal e, h/al ker, Royal ,
Latham, Lematt, h/al den , London , Chrì stman , Starr and l,{i I dwood.

The railroad, also sjted along the west bank of the Coast Fork,
brought to thi s cul tural 1 andscape the j nfl uences of the
jndustrial'ized landscape, among them new, ìarger, high pitched barn
types, late Gothic and vernacular Italianate houses. l¡/ith the
ra'ilroad came new logging activìty and mills sited along the Coast
Fork, such as the one at Saginaw. This was where the Booth Kelly
Company first started logging operations ìn Lane County at the end of
the njneteenth century.

Road deve'lopment and agricultural inovation associated with the
twentieth century landscape of commerce also had a presence in the
lower Coast Fork where Highway 99, the countyrs prìncipal
north/south artery was located late in the hjstoric period. A'lthough
not to the same extent as parts of the Upper l¡/illamette Valìey, the
patterns of diversified market farm'ing saw the growth of row crop
farms in the Seavey Loop area near Mt. P'isgah, and dairy or livestock
farms further south.

In the Row River, Mosby Creek and upper Coast Fork valleys,
donatlon land claims and homestead claims occurred from the 1860s to
the 1890s . Duri ng th'i s peri od, cul tural 'ì andscape components of the
agrarian'landscape were found here as in the lower Coast Fork area"
The development of the Bohemia Minìng Distrjct jn the Ca'lapooya
Mountains and logging above these va1'leys brought about signÍficant
changes rel ated to the i ndustri al i zed 1 andscape , however. Pri nci pal
among these changes was the extension of min'ing and logging railroads
from Cottage Grove up al I these va'lleys. I,/ith m'ining and ìogg'ing
came new residential development, pFimarily in Cottage Grove, but
al so in these prevÍously agricultural val'ìeys. D'isston and Cu'lp
Creek were mill towns related to the railroad logg'ing and related
economic activities.

IV. Statement of Phys'ical Inteqrity

The components of the agrarian landscape in the Coast Fork have
physical 'integrity in onìy two areas. The first is east of the Coast
Fork between Cloverdale and Sellars Butte" Here the components of
spat'iaì organization, response to natural features, cÍrculation,
cluster arrangement and structures retain physical ìntegrity from
the agrarian ìandscape perìod. The second area is between Cottage
Grove and Dorena Reservoir, where a ht'gher dens'ity of covered
bridges, circuìation patterns, and farm clusters retain phys'ical
integrity from the same period.
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Elsewhere in the lower Coast Fork, the expanded h'ighways and
res'idential development of the modern period have reduced the
physical ìntegrÍty of components from the historic period. In the
upper Coast Fork valleys and the SÍlk Creek area, the construct'ion of
reservoi rs, abandonment of the hì storic uses of ra'i l roads and
residential development have all contributed to a loss of overall
physical integrity for the period of historic sign'ificance (the
i ndustrial 'ized l andscape) .

Despite the changes to historic landscape components for the
periods of hi storic significance, there remain many signifjcant
individual sites and structures that have phys'ical integrity ìn the
Coast Fork cu'ltural I andscape.

V. Fjndìnq of Siqnificance

The cultural landscape of the coast Fork as a whole does not
possess phys'ical ìntegrity for the periods of historic signjficance.
However, the smaller areas identified'in the lower coast Fork area
near C'loverdal e . and Cottage Grove are potenti a'l rural hi stori c
districts possessing both s'ignìficance and integrity. The
cloverdale area is significant in part for hav'ing riverside or
rìparian vegetation to ri';arìy the same extent as during the_ 1850s.
This aspect of overall spatia'l organization makes the anea unique in
the county. The five covered bridges in the Cottage Grove area are
the largest number of covered bridges for any singìe river va'lìey in
Oregon. Furthermore, there are sÍtes w'ith buiìdings and other bite
spec'i fi c I andscape components whi ch are sÍ gn i fi cant and have
integrity. These sites include many agrarian ìandscape period
farmsteads, covered bridges, the sag'inaw store, l¿/alker church, the
rural center of London and others.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Further analysis of the landscape components of the Cloverdale
and Cottage Grove areas i s necessary to determ'ine thei r des'ignat'ion
as rural hi stori c di stri cts.
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CHAPTER XVIII

MOHAWK RIVER VALLEY

¡. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The Mohawk River cultural landscape is geographical'ìy defìned
as the va'ì1ey bottomlands watered by the Mohawk River and its
tributary creeks, inc'luding Parsons, MiII, Cartwright, Shotgun and
Drury Creeks. The southern boundary is the confluence of the Mohawk
River and the McKenzie River one m'ile north of the Springfield urban
growth boundary. The eastern and western boundaries are the margin of
the historically settled floor of the va'l'ley. The northern boundary
is the northern extent of settlement near the confluence of Drury
Creek and the Mohawk River.

II. Periods of H'istoric Significance

. The periods of historic significance that established the
settl ement patterns of the Mohawk Val I ey are the agrari an
( agri cuì ture) and i ndustri al ì zed ('l oggi ng) I andscape peri ods. The
initial settlement of the Mohawk Valley was during the 1850s w'ith
donation land c'laims spread aìong the valley to the vicinity of
Mabel. This claim settlement established patterns of an agrarian
landscape simìlar to other centra'l va'lleys of the county.

The late 1880s saw the'introduction of railroad logging to the
Mohawk Va1'ley. Small sawmills existed in the 'lower Mohawk Vaììey
from the 1850s, but these m'ills served a primarily local demand for
sawn lumber for houses and barns. The extensive forests of the
Cascade foothills above the valley were first harvested for export
from the county by the Booth Kelly Lumber Company. The buildÍng of
the logg'ing railroad up the Mohawk Valley by Booth Kelly and Southern
Pacific signalled the beginnÍng of the logging ìndustry in this area.
This was the first maior 'logg'ing railroad built in Lane County,
setting the patterns of railroad'logging which established Lane
County as a major lumber exporter for the next century.

III. S'ignif icant H'istoric Landscape Components

During the forty year period of predomìnance for the components
of the agrarian landscape (1850-1890), the character of the Mohawk
Va'l'ìey was not unlike the agrarian landscapes of other central Lane
County va'lleys. 0veral ì spatia'l organization of the vaì ìey was
determined by the'large field patterns of donation claìms across a

va'lley floor that originaììy was open prairie. Farmsteads were sited
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every half mile or m'ile along eìevated terraces at the edges of the
va11ey. Early roads such as 01d Marcola Road, Hill Road, and
Sunderman Road followed these terraces and connected the dispersed
farms. Four miles from the Mohawk/McKenzie confluence was the rural
center of Donna; three mjles further up the valley the town of
Ïsabel. Both served the agricultural interests of the Mohawk Va1ley
community until the arrival of the ìogging railroad. Early
farmsteads were clusters of Classical Rev'ival or vernacular Gsthic
farmhouses with gable roofed barns and other outbuildings of the
eomplete farm. Hop yards, cattle and sheep raising complemented the
growing of cereal crops during the nineteent,h century

The'industrialized landscape whjch began wíth the entry of
Bsoth Kel'ly and the'ir railroad transformed the va'l1ey floor from the
end of the n'ineteenth century. Hundreds of laborers settled in the
Mohawk Va1ley in the renamed towns of Ì'1ohawk (Donna), Marcola
(Isabel) and new mill towns of !,lendlÍng and Mabel . Between 1848 and
1945, thene were at least s'ixteen'mills operated by seven lumber
companies. The mills were strategically located throughout the
Mohawk Vaìley where creeks joined the river. Splash dams, flumes,
ditches, pole roads and log ponds were built to serve the mills" By
1910, the val l ey f I oor at Mare o1a, l,r/endl i ng and Mabel resembl ed a
huge outdoor factory. The Southern Pacjfíc line linked the mills
with distant markets and Iater with miIIs in Springfield. Eventua'lly
hundreds of miles of track were laid in the mountains above the
va11ey. Mill housing from this'industrial'ized landscape of logging
aetivity was often simp'le verlacular ltalianate cottages.

IV. Statement of Physical Integnity

The components of the agrarÍan 'landscape period have physicaì
integrity primarily in the area of Marcola in the center of the
Mohawk Valley cultural landscape area. South of Marcola, from near
the town of Mohawk to the McKenzje River, there has been extensive
rural residentj al devel opment si nce 1940 " Many of the early
farmsteads are gone and the new Marcola Road through the valley's
center has changed earlier circulation patterns. Physical integrity
no longer exists for overa'l'l spatiaì organization, circulation, 'land

use, or clusters in the lower valley. None of the rural centers from
this ear'ly perf od have physical integrity.

Similarly, little remains of the industrialized ìandscape era.
The mills are all gone, together with most evidence of the dams,
f I umes , mountai n ra'i I roads, and both Mabel and l,r/endì i ng have f ew
remainìng components of this perìod. The components that do retain
phys'ical i ntegri ty f rom the devel opment of the era' s 'logg'i 

ng
industry are the railroad through the center of the vaì'ley and
struetures in the town of Marcola. The railroad is the countyrs onìy
worki ng rai I road bui I t excl usi vely for the I oggi ng 'i ndustry. Thi s
line js now maintained and operated by h/eyerhauser Company for its
Springfield mills. Marcola, which was transformed from an agrarian
rural center to a mill town at the end of the nineteenth century,
retai ns a h'i gh percentage of residenti al structures from the
i ndustri al i zed l andscape peri od.
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V. Fjnding of SignifÍcance

The cultural landscape of the Mohawk Valley as a whole does not
possess physical integrìty form the periods of historic significance
( agrarÍ an 1 andscape , i ndustri a'l i zed 1 andscape) . However, tfre area
'immediate'ly south and north of Marcola is historically significant
and retains physical integrity from the agrarian 'landscape period.
The town of Marcola is significant for the quantity of structures
found there with physical 'integrity from the historic period of the
industrialized landscape. No other rural community in the county has
as many structures (proportionate to its historic size) from one
period. Therefore, Marcola and the surroundíng agricuìtural lands
( for about two mí I es on ei ther side) have potent,i a'l as a rura'l
historic district.

Other indÍvidual sÍtes and structures from all three periods of
historic signÍficance retain physÍca1 integrity and can be found
throughout the cultural landscape area.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Further analysis of the Marcola area is required to evaluate
sites and structures for possible inclusion in a historic district
representing the two major periods in the development of this
cul tural 'landscape area.

129



List of Figures

587. Mohawk River Valley Cultural Landscape Area Map
588. Oblique drawing of Marcola area
589. Map of Marcola area
590. Aeri al vi ew of Mohawk Ri ver Va1 

'l ey
591. Aerial view of Marcola Area
592. AerÍal view of Mill Creek - tJendlingarea
593. Aerial view of Mohawk Valìey - Parsons Creek
594. Aerial View of Cascade MountaÍns above Mohawk Valley
595. Aerial view of Cascaàe Mountains above Mohawk Valley
596. View of Marcola Road (#2440)
597. Historic field patterns (# )
598. Road, gable roof barn (#2412)
599. Gable roof barn (#2410)
600. Gabl e roof barn
601. Vernacular Gothic house (#242I)
602. Vernacular Gothic house (#2476)
603. Vernacular French Provincial (#2993)
604. Craftsman house (#3263)
605. Gambrel roof da'iry barn (#3264)
606" Vernacular Craftsman house and gambrel roof dairy barn
607. Marcola Road and Italianate house
608. Italianate house
609. Vernacular Gothic house
610. Vernacu'lar GothÍc house
611. Same house, side elevation
612. Vernacular Italianate house
613. Vernacular Itãlianate cottage
614. Vernacu'l ar Ital j anate cottage
61.5. Vernacul ar Ital 'ianate cottage
616. Vernacular Gothic house
617. Vernacular cottage
618. Mi ssi on Revi val school
6L9. Bungalow housg
620. Covered Bridge (#2435)
621. Covered Bridge (# )
622. Vernacular Gothic house
623. Same house
624" Craftsman Grange
625. Bungalow house
626. Square barn (#2452)
627. Gambrel roof da'iry barn w'ith leantos (#3256)
628. Bungalow house (#3255)
629. Bungalow house G2a90)
630. English Cottage house (#3253)
631. Iron Railroad Bridge (#3267)



FIg. 592 Fig. 59s





FIg. 598 FIg. 599

Fig. 600 Fig. 601



Flg. 602 FIg" 603



Flg. 606 Flg. 607

Flg. 608 FIg. 609



FIg. 610 FIg. 611

Flg. 612 FIg. 613



FIg. 615

FIg. 6t6



Flg. 618 Flg. 619

Flg. 620



I |{
¡ o) h¡ \)



Flg. 626

Flg. 628 Fig. 629



ìr (o
' ; gÐ



CULTURAL LANDSCAPE AREA

1v[cfu:nzie \irter'loffeg (7v{W)

1985 LANE COUNTY
CULTURAL AND HISTORIC

LANDSCAPE RESOURCE SURVEY

FlS. 632



CHAPTER XIX

MCKENZIE RIVER VALLEY

I. Summary of Cultural Landscape Area

The McKenzie River Va1ìey cultural ìandscape area js the
longest area east to west in Lane County, spanning almost half the
county. From the McKenzie River at Camp Creek Ridge north of
Springfìe1d to Belknap Springs, the rjver va'lìey stretches over
seventy mjles into the heart of the Cascade Range. The lower vaìley
ì s the w'idest, f rom one to three m'i I es of I evel bottoml and, and
includes the gent'le Camp Creek Valley northwest of Thurston. Three
miles east of l¡/alterville the valley narrows and the western Cascade
mountain meet the river.

Every four to six miles for the next forth-five m'iles, wider
river terraces are found, but elsewhere the terraces are narrow above
the river. These terraces are wider on the north side of the valìey,
where settlement h'istorica'l'ly occurred. Major tributaries include
Lost, Horse, Quartz, and Gate Creeks, Blue River and the South Fork
of the McKenz'ie River.

II. Peniods of Historic S'ignificance

The peri ods of hi stori c si gn'i fi cance that establ j shed the
settlement patterns of the McKenzie River Va1'ley díffer for upper and
lower sections of the cultural 'landscape area. In the'lower vaì1ey,
the agrarian'landscape period is the sÍgnificant h'istoric period,
defining the agricuìtural character of the area. Donation land
claims extended past hla'ltervil le and were the easternmost cla'ims in
Lane County, utilizing the wider portìon of the valley f'loor.

East of these donat'ion claims, a'long the upper river corridor,
were isolated homestead settlements in the 1860s and 70s, sited along
the wider river benches on the north bank of the river. These
subsi stence homesteads were connected to each other and to the
outside world by the McKenz'ie Wagon Road, built'in the 1860s as one
of two major routes to eastern Oregon from Lane County.

Although goìd deposits on Blue River and the hot sprÍngs on the
McKenzie and Horse Creek were also discovered by the 1860s, it was
not untÍl the 1890s that deveìopment surround'ing gold mining, earìy
logging and resorts began to have substantial r'mpact on the cultural
landscape of the upper river. The mining, ìogging and resort
interests contributed to the second hjstoric period of significance,
the i ndustri al i zed ì andscape.
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In the m'id-sectÍon of the ìong McKenz'ie River cultural
landscape area, many landscape components date from the 1900s to the
1930s and reflect the ìandscape of commerce. Here the generation of
el ectrÍ c power, i rri gated commerci al agri cu'l ture and automobi I e
based recreation all contributed to the third perìod of historic
sì gni f icance, the 'landscape of commerce.

III. Sign'ificant Historic Landscape Components

For the agrarian 'landscape period, the components found in the
lower McKenzie River valìey and camp creek were s'imjlar to other
central valìeys. The open prairie was d'ivided into donation land
cla'ims. Farmsteads progressed from clajm cabins to complete farms.
Both farmsteads and early rajlroads were sjted on higher terraces
above the f I oodp'lai n " Land use was predomi nant'ly agri cu'ltural ,
organìzed 'in ìarge f jelds for grain and I ivest,ock pasture. Farm
cl usters 'incl uded vernacul ar Gothi c res jdences and gab'le roofed
barns.Hop barns accompan'ied hop growing dating from the 1880s and
walnut, fruit and filbert orchards were planted on the rich alluvial
soils. Rura'l centers serving the agricultural community sprang up at
Thurston, ldaì tervi I I e and Leaburg.

The s'i gni fi cant 1 andscape components of the j ndustri al i zed
I andscape of mi n'i ng, 1 oggi ng and resort devel opment i ncl ude
c'ircul at'ion, response to natural features and structures. The
mining camps of the Blue River M'ining D'istrict were sited on what'is
today national forest land outside the area of survey. Below the
m'ini ng area, at the conf I uence of t,he Bl ue R j ver and McKenzi e Ri ver,
the community of Blue River grew Ín response to the mining activ'ity.
The Bl ue River Hotel and other structures i ncl udi ng residences
served the population of this turn-of-the-century mining town.

Logging on the upper McKenzie used the river to transport ìog
rafts until 1913. The McKenzie River Valley was the on]y major river
vaììey'in Lane county that dìd not have a railroad built for" loggìng
related purposes. until the end of the river drives, harvested logi
were floated in rafts to the mill at Coburg, Springfield and to mills
further down the tdjllamette River. Perhaps because of the absence of
rail transport of lumber, truck transportation developed eariler jn
the upper McKenzÍe Valley than in other areas of the county. By the
i930s, there were twelve small mills along the McKenzie R'iver.
Besides mi'll s themseì ves, other ì ogg'ing re'lated structures 'incl uded
spìash dams and ìog ponds. By the end of the historic period (1940),
the pattern of trucking 'logs out of the val'ley to m'ills in
SpringfÍeld and Eugene began to displace the local milì'ing act'iv'ity.

Pre-automobile resort development on the upper McKenzie River
concentrated around the fishing lodges, hoteìs and hotsprings from
vida to Belknap Springs. At the height of this resort activity ìn
the earìy twentjeth century, there were hotels or ìodges at Gate
Creek ( V'ida) , Bl ue R'iver, Thomson ( across f rom Rai nbow) , McKenz.ie
Bridge and the two major hotspring resorts, Foley and Belknap. Most
were rustic 'in styìe and the hotsprings inc'luded bath houses and
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dancehalls. The Eugene Stage Company ran dajly stages to this area
jn the early 1900s, weather permìttìng.

New cul tural 1 andscape components were i ntroduced after the
turn of the century related to the landscape of commerce. A maior
I andscape structuie that woul d have an endurì ng i mpact 

- -on the
culturaì landscape of the middle and lower sections of the va'lley was

the constructjon of two 'ìarge water d'iversjon channel s for the
purposes of irrigat'ion and electric power generation. The

i^Jalterville and Leaburg EV,/EB canals were built in the early twent'ieth
century. Thd l¡,/alterville Canal , bu'i'lt Ín 1910, effect'iYely put an

end to river logg'ing due to the fluctuations in water levels whìch it
created" This-éanãl permitted extensive irrigatìon in the lower
va'l 'ley for row crops grown for the cannery j n Eugen_e. The -Leaburg
Dam ánd E\^/EB canal were bu'ilt primarily for electrical power

generation and powerhouses were built below the dam above Leaburg and

at l,lalterville.

Completion of the canals and improvement' of the road as a state
highway brought new small farm and residential development to the
v.iley-betwein þJalterv'ille and V'ida. F'ilbert orchards were planted
in the early 1900s in this area and other small market farms were
establ i shed i n the area " As the hi ghway was i mproved upri ver,
automobi I e recreati on took advantage of fi shì ng and I odgi ng

opportunities. Rustic resorts and second homes were bu'i1t upriver as

far as McKenzie Bridge. Fish hatcheries such as the one at Leaburg
Reservoir were a respãnse to the n:w popular recreational activity of
the late historic period.

IV. Statement of Physical Integrity

In the lower valley on'ly the vestiges of the landscape
components of the agrarian ìandscape persÍst. Deerhorn and Camp

Creek roads are the primary circulatjon patterns with physÍca'l
ìntegrity of locat'ion and alignment. Several earìy farmsteads such

as tÉe Ìrii I I i can Farm and Smeed Farm have structures wi th physì ca1

integrity from this period. But there has been extensive res'idential
deveiopmênt and road realignment since the historic period that
reduces the physical integrity of this part of the valley for the
agrarian landscape period. 0f the mining, ìogging_ and resort
dãvel opment i n the ì ndustri al'i zed ì andscape perÍ od, onìy structures
related to resort development remain. Principal among these are the
Blue River Hotel , Ho'liday Farm, and the Log Cab'in Inn.

Components of the cul tural ì andscape of commerce that retai n

physi caì i ntegri ty are the canal s, Leaburg Reservoi r and Trout
i{aichery, filbert orchards and other small farm'ing patterns 'in the
Leaburg ârea. Many Rustic and Cascadian residences or resorts and

three ðovered bridges (Goodpasture, Horse Creek and Belknap) rema'in.

V. Fi nd'ing of Si gni f i cance
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The McKenz'ie Rjver va'lley cultural 'landscape area as a whole
does not possess physicaf integrìty for any histor.ic period.
However, there are two areas in the McKenzie Rjver va'lley that
possess physi ca'l i ntegri ty for sel ected cul tural I andscape
components in two periods of historic sìgnifl'cance.

The first area is between Blue River and Belknap Springs. Thís
area has the greatest concentratÌon of Rustjc strucùures rðlated to
ear'ly recreational development of any area in Lane county" Thehistoric minÍng town of Blue River still possesses integrity of
I oeati on and setti ng despi te the I oss of several i-mportant
structures.

The second area 'is 'in the vicinity of Leaburg, where the
components of the landscape of commerce are still the dominant
settlement patterns. Here the comb'ination of the canal on one sjde
of the valley, the river on the other sÍde and the small farms and
res'idential development jn between comprise a cultural'landscape
unique to river valìeys of Oregon.

Throughout the McKenzÍe River vaììey are sites from the three
periods of hÍstoric sr'gnificance that have physical integrity.

VI. Areas for Further Study

, Addi ti onal deta j 'l ed ana]ysi s of the si tes and structures i n the
two areas described above are necessary for poss'ible.designation as
rural hi storÍ c di stri cts .
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CHAPTER XX

THE MIDDLE FORK OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER

I. SUMMARY OF CULTURAL LANDSCAPE AREA

The M'iddle Fork cultural ìandscape is the other major river
vaì1ey extending far into the Cascade Range w'ith the McKenzje River
va1ìey. The western boundary of the l,,liddle Fork area is the
confluence of the M'iddle and Coast Forks of the l¡'/illamette R'iver at
the southern urban growth boundary of springfieìd. The western
boundary extends south over Mt. Pisgah from its confluence to Sellars
Butte just west of Pleasant Hill. The lower Mjdd'le Fork includes
broad and reì ati vely I evel bottoml ands between Pl easant Hi I I and
Jasper. The Middle Fork winds a'long the base of the cascade
foothi I I s on the north side of th'is va11ey, much as the McKenz'ie
RÍver winds a'long the base of the coburg Hills. From the wider
western portion of the I ower Middl e Fork, the va'l'ley narrovls ten
miles to the east where the rfver flows out of the Cascade Mountains
ne,ar Lowell. The lower Mjddle Fork includes the smaller tributary
val'leys of Big and L'ittle Fall Creek on the north and Lost creek on
the South.

From Lowell the river val'ley is narrow and steep w'ith forested
slopes forming the northern and southern boundaries. The eastern
boundary of the cultural ìandscape area is a few miles east of the
historic communìty of Hazeldell (0akridge) about forty-five miles
from the western boundary. Further east, there were few permanent
settlements in the historic perÍod and the river val'leys are forested
and steep. This area of the Middle Fork is under Forest Service
management and 'is outside the survey area.

II. Periods of H'istoric Signjficance

The periods of sÍgnificance for the Middle Fork are similar to
those of the coast Fork and McKenzie River. As with these other
major tributary va'lleys of the Willamette River, there are lower and
upper sections to the cultural ìandscape of the Midd'le Fork, Ín terms
of cultunal history as wel.l as landscape physiography. The perìod of
significance for the hjstoric settlement of the lower Middle Fork was
the agrarian landscape period. The period of significance for the
!pper M'iddle Fork was the industrialized ìandscape of railroad
ìogging.

The lower Þliddle Fork and lower Coast Fork share the patterns of
agricultural settlement dating from the donation land claims and
ear'ìy rural centers of the late 1840s through the 1880s. In terms of
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cultural history, there is in fact substantial overlap between the
lower Coast Fork and lower Mjddle Fork areas. This is especially
true for the area of Pleasant Hill, which was the first p'lace settled'in the county, by pioneer Elijah Bristow. Pleasant Hill straddles
the boundary between the two areas and from thjs vantage point, the
I ower Coast Fork and I ower Middl e Fork va'l l eys f orm one val'ley
ìandscape about twenty miles jn width. Together with the upper
l¡/illamette Vaì'ley and Territorial Road Corridor, the Pleasant Hill
and surroundì ng va'l l ey area was settl ed ear'ly by pÌ oneers who had
travelled across the p1a'ins. In the lower Middle Fork they
established characterist'ic patterns of land use, farmsteads and
rural communitjes of the agrarîan 'landscape.

The lands along the upper MÍddle Fork were first opened for
settlement in 1864 as the result of a land grant assoc1ated with the
construct'ion of the 0regon Central Military Road to eastern 0regon
and Idaho. Since 1853, wagon trains had used the Middle Fork route
through the Cascades known as the rrFree Emigrant Roadrr but most of
these settlers sought farmlands in the lower central va'lleys.

During the 1860s and 1870s there was limjted cla'im settlement
along the upper Middle Fork. ldillamette Valley cattle ranchers drove
their stock to summer pastures h'igh ìn the Cascade Mountains above
the M'iddle Fork, at RÍgdon Meadows and High Pra'irie, where several
farmsteads were established in the late nineteenth century.

Commerci al 'logg'i ng acti vi ti es on the Mi ddl e Fork began i n the
i880s with the use of the river and 'its tributaries to drive ìogs to
mills down river. One of Lane countyrs longest flumes was operated
duri ng th'i s peri od, extendi ng f rom the s'lopes of Mt. Zi on on Lost
Creek and across the M'iddle Fork to Pengra, a d'istance of over five
miles.

But it was the I9l2 comp'letion of a railroad up the steep
grades of the Middle Fork to cross the Cascade summit near Diamond
Peak that brought the logging Índustry to the upper llliddle Fork. In
the wider val'ley at the confluence of the North Fork and South Fork
of the Middl e Fork, the towns of 0akridge (Hazelde'lì ) and l¡{estf i r
were devel oped as mi I I towns shortly after the raÍ I road was
completed. Both these communities are incorporated areas today and
are theref ore not i nc'l uded 'i n the survey area. However, they were
the center of economic activity for the upper Middle Fork cultural
landscape area during the later historic period. Resort development
occurred in th'is area around the McCreadie Hot Springs east of
0akri dge .

III. Significant Historic Landscape Components

In the lower Middle Fork the significant landscape components
i ncl uded patterns of agrì cul tural I and use . Fi e1 d patterns
reflected the boundary demarcat'ions of donation land claims and
early production of cereal crops, orchards and I ivestock.
Farmsteads spaced in proportion to land claim patterns were sited on
higher river terraces and at the edge of the prairie openings visjble
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on general land office maps" Early roads connected these farms to
the emigrant road and the Springfield Road along the north bank of
the river. By the turn of the century, covered bridges forded many
of the streams between Middle Fork settlements. These earìy rural
centers included Pleasant Hill, Dexter, Fall Creek (TaV), Natron,
Jasper and Lowell. Reflecting the dense ear'ly settlement of the
area, these vi'llages were sited jn closer proximity to each other
than nineteenth century commun'ities elsewhere in rural Lane County"
In conposit'ion they were similar to other communities, however,
often supporting a general store and occasionally a church, school or
ì odge 

"

The cul tural ì andscape components of the i ndustri al Í zed 'l oggi ng
period of the upper l'1jddle Fork are concentrated jn the communities
of h/estfir and 0akridge. Here the mjlls and mill housing of the
early twentieth century were clustered on the wider river terraces
along the North Fork of the ll'iddle Fork (!'lestfir) and along the South
Fork of the Middle Fork (Oakridge). 0n the pìateau to the north of
0akridge (High Prairie) farmsteads dating from the nineteenth
century established patterns of livestock pastures.

IV. Statement of Physical Integrity

In the lower Middle Fork there have been significant changes to
the components of the agrarian landscape during the perìods of thejndustrialized ìandscape,'landscape of commerce and after 1940.
These changes were not unl jke those whìch occurred in other centra'l
va11ey cultural 'landscape areas. The agrarian landscape retained
physical integrity where agricuìtural interests remained dominant
through these later periods, between Mt. P'isgah and Jasper for
exampl e . But the strongest i ntrusi ons came wi th comb'i ned
development of the rajlroad and the l¿Jillamette Highway (Highway 58)
in the later historic period, and especia'lìy with dams for flood
control reservoÍrs after the Second l,{orld tdar. The relocation of
H'ighway 58 has altered the spatia'l organization of the'landscape
around Pl easant Hi 1 I and Dexter, 'introduc'ing new I and use and
resident'ial devel opment.

The construction of dams on the Middle Fork (Dexter, Lookout
Point) and its tributaries (Falì Creek, H'iì1s Creek) inundated
agrì cu'ltura'l settl ement patterns 'in the centra'l porti on of the
cultural landscape area" Even the railroad was relocated from the
north to the south side of the val'ley when the dams were built.

In the upper Middle Fork on'ly a percentage of res'idences dating
from the period of the industrial jzed ìandscape rema'in in the
!,/estf i r,/Oakridge area. The 0f f i ce covered bridge (cl osed) and the
remains of nearby mill structures in lr/estfÍr possess more physical
i ntegri ty than other areas of the county that saw simi I ar
devel opment, though these are di srepai r. Logg'i ng rel ated
resÍdential and industrial buìId'ing after 1940 have reduced the
physical integrity of the area in relation to the historic perÍod of
sign'ificance. 0veral'l spatia'l organization for the area retains
ìntegrity for the cìustering of structures even with relocation of
the highway.
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H'igh Praì ri e reta'ins physi ca'l i ntegrì ty, wi th I and use,
c'irculation and response to natural features rema'ining from the late
agrarian landscape development of thÍs p'lateau. However, only one
farm cluster remains from at least half a dozen identified on aerial
photographs taken jn the 1930s.

V. Fjnding of S'ignificance

The Middle Fork cultural landscape area as a whole does not
possess physical integrity for the periods of historÍc significance
identÍfied in Section II. Two areas of the Midd]e Fork where
components of the agrari an 'l andscape persÍ st through subsequent
periods may have potentia] as rural historic d'istricts. One is the
area on the lower Middle Fonk between Jasper and Fall Creek on the
north and east, and Mt. Pisgah on the west. The other is the lower
(north) end of Lost Creek Va11ey. In both areas the spatÍa1
organizatìon of land use, c'irculatÍon, boundary demarcation,
farmstead clusters and structures is representatjve of the agrarian
landscape. This is the case despite intrusions of rural residentìal
development since the historic period. Three of the four remaining
covered bridges are also found'in these two areas (Pengra, Parvin and
Unity).

Indivídua'l sites and structures that are significant for all
three perìods and retain physical 'integrity can be found throughout
the lt4i dd'l e Fork cul tural ì andscape area.

VI. Areas for Further Study

Additional analysis of sites and structures for survey data in
the Lost Creek and lower Middle Fork areas is required for
desìgnation of these areas as rural historic districts.
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CHAPTER XXI

SURVEY METHOD

I. Introduction

The purpose of thi s chapter i s to provide background
jnformat'ion and a summary explanation of the method used in the Lane
County Survey. The survey applied a method developed for the National
Park Service in 1984 and is the first county-wide survey in the
United States to use this method.

In 1966, the Nat'ional Historic Preservation Act authorized
funding for Ínventories of cultural and historic resources by states
wh'ich did not have complete inventories. The National Park Service,
which also admjnisters the National Register of H'istoric P'laces,
allocates fund'ing to states, which in turn provide county or
municipal inventory efforts with matching grants. Most ìnventories
concentrate upon either architectural structures or archeologicaì
siÍes. Thi s has I ed to some oversimi pf i fi cati on i n the understandi ng
of cultural and historic resources, especially in rural areas of the
country. Beg'i nni ng i n the I ate 1970s, there was a concern to
represent the ful'l range of h'istoric impacts of settlement on rural
landscapes in the methods used to identify and evaluate cultural and
hjstoric resources. This concern resulted in the development of a
methodological framework pubì'ished by the National Park Servìce
cal I ed rrCul tural Landscapes: Rural HÍ storj c Di stri cts i n the
National Park Systemr'.(1)

The method used by the Lane County Cultural and Historic
Landscape Resources Survey is based on the guidel'ines deveìoped for
the National Park Service (NPS). The Lane County Survey represehts
the fi rst major use of thi s method outside of the NPS, and
consequentìy, presented the survey team with a variety of important
methodological questions. Addìtiona'l'ly, the Lane County Survey
includes the largest land area survey using thjs method (over 1,000
square miles) to date.

The combi ned pub'l i c and pri vate I and management
responsibilitìes of county government and the extensive land area
covered by the survey required a variety of methodoìogical decis'ions
whi ch adapted the Nati onal Park Serv'ice procedures to the spec'i f i c
requìrements of this survey. It should be noted that the NPS method
assumes that adaptatíons will be necessary in order to apply that
method to di f ferent si tuat'ions.
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II. Background on the NPS Method

The National Park service method for identjfying, survey'ing and
evaluating rural cultural 'landscapes was pub'lished in 1984. 

-Th'is

method is based upon the understandÍng that landscape alteration and
manipulation occurs at numerous stages in the deve'lopment of rural
areas, and that major landscape decisions often leave the most
lasting ìmpact upon a rural area. For examp'le, an ear'ly dec'ision to
buÍld a road may often result in the later deve'lopment of a road
system which evolved from, and still relates to, the earlÍer road
system. 0r, the initial parce'lization of property may result.in
boundary patterns that persist over time. 

!

The NPS method, furthermore, 'is closely tied to the evaluation
criteria of the National Register of H'istoric Places. These crjteria
evaluate two jmportant characteristics of any historic property, be
it a building, structure, site, district or'landscape: historic
significance and phys'ical integrity. Brief'ly, h'istoric sÍgnificance
is a measure of the propertyrs association wjth significant peop'le,
hi stori c trends , sty'l es , or i ts potent'ia'l to reveal hi stori c or
prehìstoric information. The last criterion'is normally applìed only
to as yet undisturbed archaeological sites.

The determi nati on of physi cal i ntegri ty .i s based upon a
comparison of the cond'ition of the landscape today with its conditjon
during the period from which Ít derives historic significance.
Physica'l integrity, therefore, is based upon the extent of change
which has occurred in the'landscape, and the degree to which thãt
landscape retains its essential character from the earlìer period.

l¡/hile the National Reg'ister criteria are often dÍrected towards
bui 1 di ngs , appìyi ng these cri teri a to ì andscapes requ'i res a
recognition that, within ìimits, the landscape will have changed
from its earlier period. Landscapes change all by themselves: trees
growr mature, and die; rivers change course; ìand slides occur.
usi ng Nati onal Regi ster cri teri a for eval uati ng rural cul tural
ìandscapes requires, therefore, a clear and complete description of
the landscape during the "historic period'r as well as an
understanding of that landscape today

As mentioned în earlier chapters, the Natjonal Park service
method recognizes ten rtìandscape components.rt These components
represent a checkl'ist for surveying and then evaìuating rural
cultural ìandscapes. The components are purposefully stãted in
generic terms so that they may be app'l'ied to a variety of sjtuations.
To reiterate, the ten cultural ìandscape components are:

A. Overal'l patterns of landscape spatia'l organization: the
fundamenta'l ways in which the landscape has been d'ivided
and organized to accommodate different uses. This ilâV,
for examp'le, include the square-mi1e section system, or
the location of farmsteads a'long a road within a narrow
val I ey.
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Land use categories and activities: the current and
historic land pract'ices which have shaped, molded and
al tered the I andscape, such as farmì ng, mi ni ng, or
logging. This would also 'include specific land use
ae t'ivit'ies, such as row crops, orchards, or zi nc m'ini ng.

Response to natural features: the ways 'in wh'ich I and use
and devel opment have responded to speci fi c natural
features, such as riveside Iocation, hiIIsjde shelter from
wjnds, or homestead location for optimaì views.

Cjrculation networks: the numerous and various ways in
which people move through the'landscape" This jncludes
most obviously roads and railroads, but also includes
paths, trails and rivers when appropriate.

Boundary demarcations: the ways in whìch land parcels
within a g'iven area are deljneated. This jncludes fences,
walls and hedgerows, but may also include roads and
streams.

Vegetation related to land use: the ways in which
vegetati on di rectly ref I ects human dec'i s'ions i n the
landscape, such as hedgerows or orchards.

Cl uster arrangement: the i nternal organi zati on of
farmsteads or other groupìngs of buildings or structures.
These arrangements often reflect day-to-day use of the
1 andscape 

"

Structures: type, function, materials and construction.
The ways in whjch structures are used and bujlt. Speciaì
attention Ís devoted to local or regiona'l constructjon
techn'iques and bu'i'lding material s.

Smal l -scal e el ements: those bui I t I andsåape e'l ements
which are not directìy related, physicaì1y, to building
clusters or other components, such as cattle chutes or
water troughs.

Historic views and other perceptual qual'itjes: the waysjn which people experienced the'landscape durìng the
historic periods. \,/hile this includes views, it may also
i ncl ude s'ignì f i cant odors or sounds.

IïI. The Lane County Survey Method

Features of the NPS method such as the ten cultural landscape
components and the criteria of rrintegrityrr and rrhistoric
significance[ as described above were incorporated in the Lane
County Sunvey. The survey app'l 'ied these methodol ogi cal f eatures i n

six steps outlined below:

B.

c"

D.

H.

ï"

J.

E.

F.

G.
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A.

B.

c.

D.

E.

F.

General Historic Research

Rev'i ew of avai I abl e materi al and I i terature to
establ i sh the envi ronmenta'l , prehi stori c and hi stori c
contexts for understandi ng and eval uati ng the rural
I andscape.

Assembìy of Documentary Sources and Field Survey l'lateria'ls

Supp'lemental h'i stori c mater j al f or each cul tural
ìandscape to be surveyed was assembled, including historic
maps, historic aerial photos and the results of historic
research. This information was comp'iled on 1r' = 400, Iggz
aeri al photos for fi el d mappi ng and hi stori c research
forms. A Field Survey Manual was also comp'iled for
consistent field work.

Ana'lysi s of Potenti al Si tes of H j stori c and Cul tural
Landscape Resources

Analysis of this collected informatjon to determine
areas of potentÍa'l historic significance and essential'landscape characteristics during periods of sign'ificance
was compiled directly on field survey aerÍa'l photos prìor
to actual field surveying.

Field Survey

The fi el d survey Ídenti fi ed and iecorded those
landscape components found to have physÍcaì integnity.
This stage of the survey included initial mapping of
components and photo documentation of the components for
I ater eval uation.

Organization of Survey Data

Following the field survey, field maps, photos and the
historic research were compared to further determine both
the integrity and significance of cultural and historic
resources.

Preparation of Final Survey Documents

Identified resources from each section (one square
miìe) were transferred to computer generated maps at a
scale of 1" = 2000r. These maps provide both generaì
cultural ìandscape area maps and jnd'ividual map forms
accompani ed by bl ack and whi te photos and wri tten
descri pti ons for each secti on. Then each cul tural
landscape area was summarized in terms of its historical
context and remai ni ng cul tural and hi storj c cul tural
ìandscape resources in the summary document.
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IV. Major Adaptat'ions of the NPS Method

The Lane County Survey emp'loyed thjs established process to
survey all non-Federal rural lands. In the development of the
Survey, 'it was necessary to adapt the Nationa'ì Park Servìce process
to the specific requirements of Lane County. A number of adaptations
were developed jn order t,o ensure that the Lane County landscape was
appropriately surveyed. The three most important adaptations were:

A. Use of the oldest available aerial photos: As indicated in
the NPS process, hi stori c and contemporary aeri al
photographs were compared to partially determine h'istoric
integrìty. irlhjle th'is was generally accompì'ished using
aerjal photographs from the 1930s and 1940s, it was
necessary to employ 1950s aerjal photographs for parts of
the Coast and Cascade Ranges.

B. Preljminary cultural ìandscape division: Considering the
size of the survey area and the diverse cultural and
settlement histories assoc'iated wìth it, the ìandscape was'initially divided into 10 Cultunal Landscape Areas for
survey purposes. ThÍs d'iv'ision was based on a pre'lìminary
understandi ng of I andforms, drai nages, and settl ement
history. This allowed the survey team to more effectively
accomp'lish their tasks than would have otherwise been
possib'le. It also enabled the historic research to
proceed i n an order'ly f ashion and approximately paral'leì
to the field work.

C. Varying Ímportance of components: h/hile all ten cultural
landscape components were considered in the survey of each
cultural ìandscape area, it became clear early in the
survey that some were more promÍnent than others. The
applicabil'ity of each component and the degree to which it
figured in the field survey is discussed in Chapter iV,
'rCultural and Historic Landscape Resources Identified by
the Survey¡r.

Additional details concerning the Lane County Survey method are
contained in the Field Survey Manual.
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CHAPTER XXI I

EVALUATION OF
RESOURCES

I. Introducti on

CU LTU RAL AND HISTORIC LANDSCAPE

Evaluation of cultural and historic landscape resources in Lane
County js based upon the criteria for the National Register of
Historic Places. These criteria are the national standard for
eval uati ng al I cul tural resources , i ncì udi ng di stri cts , si tes ,
bui l di ngs, structures and obiects . lilhi I e eval uati on of di stricts j s
usua'l 'ly di rected toward urban di stri cts , cul tural 1 andscapes may
al so be eval uated as rural h'i storic di stri cts .

Evaluat'ion is based upon answering two fundamental questions,
and other supporting questions. The two basjc questions are: first,
in what ways Ís the resource significant; and second, is the resource
bas'ically intact from its historic period? The answers to these
questions are often quite complex and requ'ire the invest'igation of
five aspects of the resource:

A. Definition of the resource category (d'i strÍct, site,
building, structure or object).

B. Establishment of the context for evaluat'ion (history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, or cu'lture).

C. Determinatìon of the type of signlficance (association
with ímportant people or historic movements, embodiment of
distinctive style characteristics, or ìikel jhood to y'ie1d
important i nformat'ion) .

D. Determ'ination of ìntegrity according to seven measures
(location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feel ing, and association).

E. Appì ication of varjous criteria consjderations.

The National Register criteria, whjle des'igned primari'ly for
structures and di stri cts , are equal ly appl i cabl e to 1 andscape
resources, SO ìong as considerations of normal and expected
landscape dynamics are considered. For example, while v/e may
reasonably expect that a bui ldi ng¡s design detai I s wi I I remai n

intact in order for that building to have historic 'integrìty, the
size of filbert trees in a historic orchard will naturally be larger
or different than during the historjc period. In the evaluation of
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'landscape resources, therefore, it 'is necessary and val uabl e to
recognize that a level of change js not on'ly acceptab'le, but may be
des'irable. The task is to determjne which landscape components are
cri t'ica'l to the character of an area , and what I evel or degree of
change is acceptable.

In the Lane county survey, the Nat'ional Regi ster cr jter.ia were
applied in order to gain a broader understanding-of sign'ificance andintegrity of various cultural ìandscape areas ãnd numãrous cultural
I andscape components.

II. Stages of Eval uation

During the course of the Lane county survey, there were three
stages of resource evaluatjon. These stages coincided with other
tasks w'ithin the survey and he'lped to guide the survey process.
Evaluation, therefore, became an integral part of the i¿entiijcation
of resources, as well as an assessment of those resources identified.

In the first stage of evaluation, the potentially significant'landscape components were identified fol'low'ing pre'limiìary-historic
research. HÍstoric materials were reviewed for.indications of
1andscape components, and these components were then tf'lagged'¡ forjdentification in the field. In this vray, pre'liminary sigñiticance
for. a variety of landscape components was established prio-r to field
wgrk, and the field identification of resources was based partial'ly
on previously compìeted historic research.

The second_ ¡tage of evaluation occurred immedìate1y prior toald during field identificatjon. prior to fjeld woik,'aerjal
photographs and historic maps from different periods were reviewedto identify potentia'l historic resources. Resources which appeared
on ear'ly aerial _photographs and maps, such as build'ings, f.ieìds, treelines, and canals, were marked and noted. These resources were then
searched for in the field, and where they were still extant, wereidentified and recorded.

In the field, resources which had not been previously'identified were noted when it appeared that they were older thanfifty years, or that they c]ear'ly fit within one or more of the
Countyrs historic periods or themes. These components were then
researched to determine signi ficance.

The thfrd stage of evaluation occurred after all field work was
completed. It was only at this point that cultural landscape
components could be compared to each other, and thus a context for
evaluat'ion was established. This evaluation included a comparative
determination of significance, âS well as a consìderaiion of
ì ntegri ty.

l¡/hi'le significance is based upon the rerat'ionship of the
resource to e'ither events, sty'les, peri ods or peopl e of importance,
integnity is_a qua'litative measure of the conditioå of the iandscape
component. Briefìy, the component is compared to its conditìon
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durt'ng the period or periods from wh'ich it derives s'ignificance. In
order for a cultural resource to possess historic 'integrity, it must
be substant'ia'l 1y unchanged f rom i ts hi stori c peri od. VJhen
considering cultural landscape components, this measure of change
will reflect the normal processes inherent ín the landscape, as noted
above. It wìll also, however, reflect the dynamic nature of cultural
history and culture groups. Change which 'is a normal aspect of a
soc'ietyrs trad'itions, (such as the regu'lar and consì'stent movÍng of
bui I di ngs or the regu'lar pl anti ng, prunn'ing and cutti ng of trees) ,

ùvill be considered'in this evaluatio_-n procedure.

In Lane County, for exampìe, areas which were logged for timber
on a cyclical and regular basis over a number of years may possess
historic ìntegrity if they are once again cut at some stage of the
timbering process. This examp'le, however, would also requ'ire that
other considerations (type, extent, and nature of cutting, for
example), were also present. The determ'inatjon of integrity,
therefore, is a compìex task.

I I I " Scal es of Eval uati on

The Lane County Survey, âS with other cultural landscape
surveys, considered evaluation at two d'istinct scales--the landscape
scale and the component scale. This is analogous to the evaluat'ion
issues in urban historic districts where the district as a whole is
evaluated as well as the jndividual buildings withÍn it. The major
di fference between a cul tural 'l andscape and an urban hi stori c
district'is'in the characteristics considered durlng the evaluatjon
process. For example, ìt may be that the geographic d'istrÍbut'ion of
farmsteads and farm structures i s the si ng1 e most di sti nguì sh'i ng
characteristfc of a given cultural landscape. In thjs case, the
location and the scale of those buì'ldings may be more important than
theÍr historic details. A certain level of alterat'ion'to the
buildr'ngs may be acceptable, if their location has not been changed"

If, however, the specific components al so possess hi storic
significance (such as a tree line wh'ich marks a Donation Land Claím),
then the details of that specific component must be intact for it to
possess i ntegrity as wel I . The Lane County Survey considered
significance and integrity at the scale of both the cultural
ìandscape area and the cultural ìandscape component. In some cases,
the'landscape Ín ìts entirety is more sign'ificant that any s'ingle
component. In some cases, 'individual components are more'important.

IV. Gu'idelines For Evaluating The Integrity of Cultural Landscapes

The ten cultural landscape components identified and evaluated
in the Lane County Survey each required specific guidelines in order
to determine integrity.' Sign'ificance, as noted above, ìs determined
through applicatr'on of the standard National Register criteria.

In order for a landscape to possess integrity as a cultural
landscape area,'it is first necessary to determìne its defining
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1 andscape components and characteri stj cs duri ng the hi storÍcperiod(s). These defining components and characteristÍcs must be
present for the ìandscape to possess ìntegrity.

A. 0veral I patterns of landscape spat'ia'l organization: If thepatterns of I ocation and di stribution of defì ni ng
landscape components for a cultural landscape area are
unchanged, then the 'landscape wilì possess integrÍty of
spatia'l organìzation. SpecÍal attentjon js paid to road
al i gnment, bu'i 'ldi ng and structure l ocati on , and I arge-
scale field patterns.

B. Land use categories and activit'ies: If the land uses for a
cultural 'landscape area or sub-area are the same or in
harmony with historic land uses, then the landscape wiìr
possess integrity of land use. lá/hile this may be as broad
as 'ragrì cul tureil or If orestrr ( f or 'l oggi ng) , i { may al so be
as specific as fields for crops, orchards, or patterns of'logg'ing practÍ ces .

c" Response to natural features: If the geographic rocation
bui'l t of features i n rel ati on to natuial features i s
consistent with historic patterns, then the landscape wil'l
possess 'integrity of relationship to natural features.
Special attentÍon 'is paid to build.inglwater and
bui I d'i ng,/1 andform rel ati onshì ps.

D. Circulation networks: If the circulations systems (paths,
roads, waterways, raì I roads, etc. ) are consì stent wltth thé
ìocation, aì'ignment and use of these components during the
historic-period, then the landscape wìì'l possess integrity
of cìrculation networks.

E. Boundary demarcations: If the boundaries of a randscape
unit or sub-unit are delineated in a fash.ion, scale, and
manner consi stent with hi storic material s and thei r
ìocation, then the ìandscape will possess ìntegrÍty of
boundary demarcat'i on s .

F. Vegetat'ion rel ated to I and use: If the vegetat.ion on a
site is consistent with location, genus, and species of
historicaì'ly used trees, shrubs, vines, and grasses, then
the landscape wìì1 possess integrity of vegetátion related
to land use. This w'ilì also ínclude manágement of smail
wood lots and other human uses of natural vegetat.ion.

G. cluster arrangement: If the relationships of structures,
fences , roads, vegetati on and open spaces wi thi n a
specific site are consi stent with the h.i storic
ci rcumstances of that si te, then the I andscape wi I I
possess 'i ntegrity of cl uster arrangement. As wi th
individual cultural ìandscape components, a 'landscape area
may not possess integrity even though individual s.ites do
possess integrity.
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Structure: type, function, materia'ls, and constructjon:
If a structure is consistent with h'istoric type, function,
.materials and construction, then it will possess
'integrity. A more detailed discussjon of the integrity of
hi stori c structures 'i s contai ned wi thi n the Nati onal
Regi ster 'l iterature, and should be consulted. Additional
information concerning styles and characteristics of Lane
County arch'itecture is included in a separate chapter.

Small-scale elements: If the locatl'on and condition of
small-scale elements is cons'istent with the'ir hístoric
si ze , sca'le , materi a'l s , and geograph'ic ì ocati on , then the
landscape wi'll possess integrity of small-scale elements.
In many cases, these elements may be deteriorated, moved,
or otherw'ise altered. If that 'is the case, then National
Register criteria for these cond'itÍsns in structures
should be app'ìied. The questions regard'ing these el ements
wi I I depend upon the'i r importance and number i n any
speci f i c cul tural 'landscape area .

Historic views: If specific views'identified through
hi stori c photos or other documentati on are c'l earìy
identi fj abl e i n contemporary 'l andscape, then that
landscape wi'l'l possess integrity of historic views" These
vjews must be identifiable jn archival resources, and
therefore, wjll always be dìrectly related to Íntegrity of
other landscape components.

V. Summary

The eval uati on of a cul tural I andscape and j ts vari ous
'l andscape components rel i es upon an 'interpretati on of the cri teri a

of t,he National Register of Historic Places. This interpretation
reflects the Registerrs emphasís upon historic significance and
ìntegrity, but also understands the dynamics of landscape and
culture. The Lane County Surveyrs evaluation of landscape resources
establishes the base upon which more detailed evaluation of spec'ific
components may be undertaken in the future.

In Lane County, landscape resources were evaluated for their
integrity and their relationship or assoc'iatÍon wjth the h'istoric
themes (subsistence living, agriculture, logg'ing, mìning and
fish'ing, transportat'ion, commun'ities, or resort recreation) as welI
as the broader periods of h'istoric s'ignificance (agrarìan 'landscape,

i ndustri al i zed I andscape, or I andscape of commerce. )

H.

ï.

J"
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CHAPTER XXI I I

COMPUTER APPLICAT¡ONS

I. Introduction

Using computers in a landscape resource survey of Lane County
'immediateìy rajses two quest'ions: first, what benefits and pitfal'ìs
are possib'le; and second, how can the surveyrs results become part of
the countyrs computerized Geographic Data System and routjne land
management practice? Relevant issues 'include the extent, types and
purposes of survey information and the particular nature of the
Geographic Data System. Carefully fittìng electronic tools to
studying cu'ìtural and historic landscapes can yield many benefits--
in storing and retrieving informatìon, in ana'lyzing resources and
developing preservation plans, and'in managing landscapes with
recognized historical value"

As should be clear at this point, investigat'ing historic and
cultural 'landscapes requires using verbal and vjsual documentary
materi al f rom earl ì er peri ods, observi ng and ana'lyz'i ng the ì andscape
itself, and usjng aerìal photographs and other remotely sensed data.
Analyzi ng and cod'i fyÍ ng such a vari ety of i nf ormat'ion i s comp'lex and
time consuming. l,{hile these diverse sources should al I be consulted
in any h'istoric landscape research, their range and uneven focus
makes 'invest'igati ng and documenti ng ì arge areas very dì f f i cul t and
labor ìntensive, part'icu1ar1y when manual mapping and overlay
technÍques are used.

As noted'in earlier chapters, the current survey is a broad-
based, general inventory and evaluation of signifícant cultural and
h'istoric ìandscape resources rather than a detailed look. As such,
it is a necessary prelude to more deta'iled work on areas found to be
particu'lar1y rich in contjnuity with the past. This general
orjentation is important to keep in mind in consÍdering computer
applications.

The f o1 
'l owi ng di scussi on bri ef 'ìy i ntroduces computeri zed

geograph'ic information systems in generaì and Lane Countyrs system'in particular. Subsequent discussion covers the survey itself.
Three t'ime frames are important jn thìnking about the Survey's
findings - current activit'ies, the immediate future, and potent'ial
and long-range developments"

II. Geograph'ic Information Systems
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Computerized geograph'ic i nf ormati on systems (GIS) prov'ide f ast
and powerfuì tool s for stori ng, retrievi ng, analyzi ng and
evalutating spatìally distributed 'information jn both graphic and
non-graphic forms. Voluminous and diverse 'information can be
organ'ized and ìntegrated for storage; informat.'ion d'isp'lay may be
graphi c and,/or textual . Unl i ke manua'l systems ( such as maps and
overlays), data does not lose accuracy when combined or duplicated
from map to map orin overlays. Spat'ial dimensions can be calculated
with extreme accuracy. In some systems perspective views can beIdrawnr] f rom any poi nt of vi ew; 'i n others, i mage processi ng of
satellite data provides totally new information. Existìng GIS are
designed and used primarily for land use planning, natural resources
analysi s and management, and demographi c data ana'lysi s . ltJh'i I e some
systems are used for monitoring changes jn ìmportant features,
I 'ittl e or nothi ng has been done to record or ana'lyze hi stori c or
cultural landscape information.

Computerized geographic information systems thus offer several
promising possibilities in surveying and anaìyzìng h'istorjc and
cul tural I andscapes. Two areas are of part'i cul ar i nterest--
convent'ional rrcomputÍ ngrr ( record keepi ng and cal cul ati ons) , and
graphics (visual display in maps, graphs, perspective vìews, etc.)
The speed and accuracy of computeri zed record keepi ng makes
organizing and usìng a huge body of information feasible.
Calculating and analyz'ing area, zonìng, population, property values
and taxat jon can be done rapid'ly and easi ly. Graphic 'input and
display are 'integrated with numerical and textural informatìon; they
can be easily manìpu'lated to select particular features, scales,
colors and shad'ing, etc. Landscape features and uses in various
historic periods can be rapidly and accurately mapped and compared at
vary'ing scales and levels of detai'l using map over'lays and
perspectÍve views to show changes. Long range potentia'ls include
much better management of cultural ìandscape resources. Since
historic information can be ìntegrated with current land use data, ìt
can be ana'lyzed relat'ive to ownership, parceì size, zoning, and
taxati on , thus aì ì öwì ng mode'ì ì ng of al ternati ve preservati on
strategÍes as well as past and future land use patterns. Both
forecastÍng and monitoring the effects of varjous management
strategies can be conducted accurately.

Computer technology may be useful at serveral stages during a
survey. In the initial stages, this can include determining the
boundaries of survey areas, generating base maps for field surveyÍng
and f or publ i cat'ion , and gatheri ng data f rom ex'i sti ng computeri zed
sources. During actual surveying, this may include storing and
retrieving information about landscape components (which components
are pnesent, their historic periods and associat'ions, and their
location and integrity). In evaluation, it may include analyzìng and
dispìaying the extent of historic resources from any or a'lì periods
or determining the concentratìon of resources and their integrity
wi thi n potent'ial hi stori c di stricts .

There are, of course, several methodologica'l and theoretical
cautions in app'lying computer techno'logy to h'istoric research.
Chief among these is recognition of the range of information and
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mean'ings which must be cons'idered. Caref ul f ield work, attention to
creating categories which support rather than limjt understanding of
historic information, and flexibility and sensitivity 'in evaluating
historic value are essentjal but sometimes overlooked in the process
of codify'ing information for computer processing. Since the 'rfactsrr
of hístory are se'lectìvely observed and recorded, it is very
dj ffj cul t and usual 1y makes I j ttl e sense to eval uate them
numericaì1y (scales of one to ten, etc.) Rating and welghting
approaches are attracti ve'ly we'l 

'l adapted to computer processi ng but
must be considered with skeptjcism

Precision, resolution and points of reference'in combining
types and Sources of information are also 'issues to consider. A

sketched plan jn a nineteenth century d'iary cannot be immediately
superìmposed on current cadastral mapS. General'informatjon on

locat'ions and dimensions of landscape components, appropriate for an

initial surVey, ilâV necessarily be much less specifìc and precise
t,han other i nf ormat'ion j n a GIS data base. Even more si gni f icant,
some i nformati on, such as accounts of personal reacti ons and
attachments to ì andscapes, i s ne'ither numeri cal nor spat'ial and
cannot be mean'ingfu'l'ly rrcomputerized" except by cross-referencing
for easier access and use.

There are al so practica'l I imitatjons to keep in mind. The
availability, orientation, purposes and ease of use of a geographic
'informat'ion system must be carefu'l'ly considered" At present, few
rural areas are covered i n suffì ci ent detai I by geographi c
informatjon systems. Most systems are used by agencjes concerned
with contemporary jssues and informat'ion (land use, taxat'ion, parcel
and ownersh'ip ì nformat'ion) for current management purposes. Few

systems have three djmensional or Ímage processing capab'ilities.
Getting information jnto a system may be tedjous and expensive. In
any given case, possibìe computer app'lication may be limited, and
much of the available existing information may be 'irreleVant. 0ne
the other hand, inclusion of historic data compatìble with daily land
use deci sion making could provide much more ef fect'ive preservat'ion
po'licy and management (as well as a growing temporal information
base).

Time and expense Ín entering data may pose another practical
limitat'ion, depend'ing upon the scale of the survey and the GIS
avajlable - the rrbreak even pointrr for usÍng a computer system may

not be reached. If the survey area is small and not densely
developed, manual mapping and anaìys'is may be most effective even if
the area'is included in a GIS. Large, comp'lex areas which are
already covered by a GIS obvious'ly make good candidates for
computeri z'i'ng . The break even po'int may be di f f i cul t to determi ne -

even in the best of cases, if h'istorieal informatjon is not go'ing to
be used again later.

III. Lane Countyrs Geograph'ic Data System

The Geographic Data System deveìoped
Management. Di vi si on and the Lane Counci l

Lane Countyrs Land
Governments ( LC0G)

by
of
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supports current land use planning and taxation activ'it'ies. Neither
three-dimensional terrajn model'ing nor image process'ing capabil'ities
are available. The system is used for long term sludjes and for some

day-to-day informatìon process'ing and mapping by LCOG and by several
branches of both the County and City of Eugene, chief'ly the Countyrs
Land Management D'ivision and the Cityrs Planning Department. The
information it currentìy contains js keyed to individual , ìega'l ìy
defjned land parcels and is oriented to taxation, plannìng and land
use management. Each parceì is defjned geometrically and can be

accurately measured, mapped and prec'isely located. Ownership,
zoning, tax rates, land use, parcel boundary descript'ions and
measurements, I and improvements and val ues, and census tract
populatìons are among the data ava'ilable for each parcel. There is
very little jnformatjon whjch 'is ¡rhistorical" 'in any wâV, nor is
there the full complement of "geographicaìr' information (topography,
so'ils, hydrology, land cover, etc.).

Parcel boundaries i n the GDS are current'ly accurate to
approximateìy one foot and can be plotted at a wide range of scales.
Selection and display can be based on any combinat'ion of data. Non-
parce'l based selection (bv watershed, for examp'le), requ'ires
collecting and digitizing a new set of information and raises issues
of accuracy and precision. The mapping database 'is now in the
process of being expanded for City, County and EWEB engineering uses
and wi I I be much more prec'ise.

, The process of d'ig'itizing boundary data is relatively time-
consum'ing and exact'ing, si nce each corner of an area must be 'ìocated

accurately and curve must be "drawn" as a series of short, straight
lines. At present, text and numerical informat'ion is easily
accessible at terminals, but graphic informat'ion can be worked with
and v'iewed on on'ly a few work stat'ions.

IV. Survey Information

Survey data can be broadly grouped i nto "primary" and
rrsecondaryrr categories. Primary information is unique and original,
not dupìicated elsewhere - in th'is case, the field survey maps, notes
and photographs wh'ich together depict the remains and influence of
the past 'in rural landscapes. These ìandscape components have been
well described in earlier chapters on patterns of rural settlement
and methodo'logy. Secondary ì nformat'ion has been used to heì p f i nd,
interpret and evaluate primary information; it includes historical
notes, maps and jllustrat'ions culled from a multitude of sources.
The surveyrs primary and basjc data is thus an inventory and general
descri pti on of hi stori c I andscape components and cul tural
landscapes, in the form of maps, photographs and text. This data
wìll be useful 'immed'iatedly and into the future as a baseline for any
cther historic surveying or research.

!'/hile all of the study area has been f ield mapped a the scale of
400 feet to the'inch, much of it is lacking ejther s'ignificance or
integrity (or both) and thus not of historjcal 'import or ìnlerest.
The process of evaluat'ion - gaugìng significance and integrity
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reduces thjs mass of information to those sites and larger areas
which seem at this time to deserve further study and considerationfor preservation and management. The cit.izen jdvìsory committeers
work in developÍng policy guidelines will further selãct areas forpreservation.F'inal evaluatjon and poìicy adoption w.ill suggest
speci fi c pri ori ti es for computer convers.i on .

Some of the data gathered by the survey is easily converted to
computerized form (location of structures or major circulation
routes, for examp'le), while other data is not (response to natural
features or perception). some data is ìikeìy to be of value for
other purposes (dates and styìes of structures, for exampìe), and maybe usef uì'ly ì ncorporated county-wide i n a data Éasé.' 0ther
informat'ion (sma'll scale elements and loca'l circulation patterns) isof importance on'ly for signifjcant sites or areas with a'hìgh degreeof integrity.

V. Current Uses

The Countyrs GDS has been particu]arly valuable in the initial
and fina] sta-ges of the survey. The precise boundaries of the study
area were defined at the parce'l level using the GDS for selection and
mapping. computen generated base maps have also been used for
condensing and record'ing significant survey information from thefield survey m_aps. in the process of surveying, property improvement'information from the Assessor's files häs' been 

- heipful Ín
supp'lementi ng vi sua'l survey data on i naccessi bl e or obscured pri vate
parcel s.

Because the survey is an overview of historic and cultural
landscape resources, d'igìtizing the mass of survey information would
be extremely slow and difficult. using the GDS fòr data analys.is .is
not appropriate untìl evaluation and po'licy decisions furt,her narrowthe focus of inquiry. After areas for further study have beenidentified and more detailed investigation has begun, thã GDS will be
a very effective and indispensible tool.

VL Immed'i ate. and Future Management Appl i cati ons

_ The county¡s GDS will be very usefur in investigating and
imp'lementing preservation and management strategies - for the
resources ident'ifìed by the survey. Three major areas of app'ljcationwill_ be especially - important - first, storing, retri'eving and
dìsp'laying historical informat'ion collected bv tñís and subse!uent
surveys; second, mode'ling preservatíon and management alternatives;thjrd, coordínating the efforts of all relevant county offices and
other agencies - in plannìng and administering zon.ing and taxation,in ìssuing bui'lding permits, in buÍìding roads, and in many other
I and management activities.

The data to be computerized must include those landscape
components which are essentiaj to the significance and integr-itv ôf
important resources. These wil'l vary with the part1cular resóurce .in

152



question and'its context, of course. At a mÍnimum, s'ignifjcant
resources ident'ifjed by the survey (and those pnevìous1y jdentified)
should be flagged jn the data files used for everyday and management
decisions. The components composing these resources should be
digitìzed so they can be disp'layed and mapped easily. Some other
components (house locat'ion and roads for example), which are easy to
digit'ize and are crucial to the organ'ization and patterns of cultural
ìandscapes, should al so be digitized for mapping throughout the
county. At some point in the future, the database could jnclude
cross-references to wrÍ tten hÍ storj ca'l materi al s, to hi storj cal
photos and jIIustrations, and to the photos taken by historical
surveys,

Taxatj on costs for both governments and property owners,
ef fects of d'if ferent preservat'ion di stri ct boundari es and zoni ng,
likely changes in property values, easement costs and buffering òf
key parcel s can be model ed and analyzed. Model i ng al ternaii ve
strateg'ies for preservation and management should include explorìng
the eco'logicaì or natural resource impl ications of a part'iculai
approach in addit'ion to estimating financial costs and benefits. The
impact of changes in major natural or cultural systems--flooding or
highway relocatjon for exampìe--upon cultural 'landscape patterns can
also be followed and projected (although not easÍ'ly with the current
GDS).

Maki ng h'istori c and cul tural l andscape 'informat'ion immedi ateìy
available to planning and land management agencies will make
resource preservation much more feasible and effect'ive. Identifyìng
critica'l resources and what is necessary to preserve Lhem can provide
flexibil'ity in aì'lowing non-conflict'ing development as well as in
providi ng protection.

VI I . Long Range Possi bj I i ti es

Incorporating information about the historjc past .in the
Countyrs computerized database may foster a greater realizatÍon and
appreciation that today i s tomorrowrs hi story. lr/hat wi I I be of
interest and meanjngfu'l in the future isn't necessarily of interest,
now. In ten, twenty or fifty years, a detailed history of land
subdivis'ion development wì11 be needed for plann'ing purposes and for
surveys such as this one. The recognition and incorporat'ion of
temporality ìn the process of plannÍng and land management need not
always be after the fact asit'is now.

Updati ng the hi stori c 1 andscape database and mon.i tori ng
preservat'i on programs wi I I i nevi tably become pressi ng j ssues .

Continued absence of dated information 'in the current syltem will
compound this problem. Several relatÍveìy simp'le steps would do much
to prov'ide easy future access to information which has been laborious
to collect Ín the fjeld. Major structures could be located and dated
(bV approx'imate center point, 'if not in plan), as could roadway
cent,erl'ines. Ai I 'land di vi s'ions coul d have thei r date of
partitioning inc'luded in the database, as couìd new construction and
major modification of older structures. Untjl dated information can
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be fully ìntegrated, the yearly rrsnapshotrr of the entire database
(a'lready kept) can provìde a basjs for keep'ing track of major changes
i n cul tural 'landscapes.

In add'ition to better resource management, future use of
computerized GIS can heìp provide a broader and more profound
understandi ng of how h'istori c and cul tural 'landscapes devel oped and
functioned. Research integrating survey data with an expanded GIS
could probe many questions, including the role of site factors in
settlement (relating settìement to natural features and resources),
vjsual ana'lysìs and three-dimensional terrafn modeìing of past and
potential ìandscapes, and long term monitoring using remotely sensed
'informati on.

As menti oned earl i er, expandi ng the Countyr s system to i ncl ude
natural systems informat'ion such as soìls, land cover and hydrology
can prov'ide the basis for better testing preservation proposaìs. It
would also aid in clarifying the connections between human and
environmental h'istory. More sophisticated computation would support
proximìty testing and other sorts of locat'ional mode'l'ing.

DÍ gi ta'l terrai n model i ng (DTM) us'ing a three-dimensi onal
database can provide several exciting opportunit'ies for both
understandi ng and manag'ing cu'ltural ì andscape resources. Eval uati on
related information such as slope and vis'ibility can be generated for
ana'lysi s of settl ement patterns. Simul atÍ ng and di spl ayi ng hÍ stori c
ìandscapes and changes in accurate perspectìve can provide a much
more viv'id, comprehensive and comprehensible v'iew of the past. ThÍs
app'lies even more to projecting the future by vÍsualizing the impact
of potentì a'l 1 andscape changes at both 1 arge and smal I scal es.
Management options, such as infill or clustering new development on
forested lower hillsides out of view of agricu'ltural vaìley fìoors,
could be tested, as could the likely effects of changing sca'les of
bui I d'ings or agri cul tural machi nery.

Satellite data and other remotely sensed information may make
monitoring ìarge scale or long term changes more feasible and
effective. hlhile this has obvious benefits in looking at the health
of forests or cropland, the presence and continuity of h'istoric'landscape components can be monitored as well.

Current and future stud'i es of other aspects of I andscapes,
settlement and h'istory may benefit from access to survey data.
Closely related invest'igat'ions, such as architectural history
surveys, wi ì'l obvi ousìy bui I d upon cul tural I andscape data.
Hj stori ansr and geographers' stud'i es of settl ement patterns ,
I ocati onal choi ce, oF speci f í c I ocat'ional ef f ects of part'icul ar
zonìng and land management policìes may also benefit from a more
compìete and tempora'l'ized geograph'ic information system.
Archaeologists search'ing for earìy settlement sites would find much
ground work a'lready laid. As is often the case, access to new
information may produce several unexpected benefits in unexpected
ways.
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VIIi. Conclusions

Computenized geographic information systems offer cons'iderably
more than accurate and automated filecard and mapping technìques. In
the case of cul tural and hi stori c ]andscape resources , where
'information is Very extensive and is graphic as well as textual,
automated record keep'ing and mapping can be essential.
Understandi ng and eval uati ng cu'l tural I andscapes and thei r
components is more difficult. Basic organjzatjon and f'lexib1e,
clear information display is crucial. Develop'ing, managing and
monitoring preservat'ion p'lans requires complex analysis and testing
of a'l ternati ve proposa'l s . Al I of these stages of the process of
recognizing and valuing historic and cultural landscapes benefit by
appìy'ing approprjate computer technoìogy.

Use of Lane Countyrs computerìzed Geograph'ic Data System has
made a large contribution to th'is init'ial survey of cultural and
historic ìandscapes. Its role 'in subsequent stages of preservation
and management should be more extensive and crìtical. Incorporating
the survey's findings jn the GDS is poss'ibìe and desirable; their
final form will depend upon preservat'ion pol'ic'ies still to be

developed and adopted. Future surveys and preservat'ion can be made

easier and more accurate when date jnformation becomes a regular part
of the database.
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dÍfferent phases of the survey as descrjbed jn the chapter on method
and'in the introduction to the chapter on the historic context of the
survey. !{hile conductÍng research prior to and sjmultaneous with the
field survey, the sources of information about the areas to be
surveyed came both from the available historical literature and from
analysi s of graphi c h'i stori cal 'inf ormati on , speci f i cal ly aeri al
photos and maps. Together, these are the sources of secondary
historical information used to hel p I ocate and I ater to eval uate
resources identified in the field.The historical I iterature
important to all areas surveyed is listed in the General Bibliography
and 0ther Sources below.

References and sources specific to some of the chapters in the
document are listed separate'ly by chapter. In the case of the
chapters on each cultural ìandscape area, selected sources used in
add'ition td those cìted'in the General Bibliography he'lped the survey
team to evaluate the resources found in that ar'ea.

The sources of primary historical information are the aeri al
photos used to compile data from both the research and fjeld survey
phases of the project. The photo and map documentatjon from the field
survey itself are aìso primary sources of historical information and
they form the survey ìnventory that accompanies this summary. The
aerial photos which served as field maps will be stored as arch'ival
material at the Lane County HÍstorical Museum, as wjl'l the negat'ives
and slides taken in the field. Historical aerial photos which were
cri ti cal f or I ocati on of exi sti ng resources are 'i ndexed on the f iel d
aerial photos. The historical photo files (1930s to 1950s) are housed
at the Un'iversity of Oregon Map Lìbrary. Some of these sources of
primary hi stori cal i nformat j on have been brought 'into th'i s document
as photographs in the evaluatjon of each cultural landscape area.
They are listed in each chapter.



iI. General Bibljography and 0ther Sources

Armstead, A. et. al . 1976. Century Farms of Lane County.Eugene,
Ore. : Bowl and Pri nt'i ng .

Ayer, Fred, Herman Morse. 1916. Rural Survey of Lane CounÇ
Oregon. Eugene, Ore.: Extensjon DÍvision of the Univers.ity of
0regon.

Beckham, Stephen Dow, Rìck Mjnor and Kathryn Anne Topel. 1981.
Prehistory and History of BLM Lands in West-cent:al
Oregon: A Cultural Resource Overview. Eugene, Ore. :

University of 0regon AnthropologÍca1 Papers No. 25.

Conno'l 1y, Thomas , h/i 'l 'l i am l¡/i I I i ngham. 1980 . Eugene District
BLM Class ll Cultural Resource lnventory. Eugene, Ore.:
Un'iversity of 0regon Department of Anthropology.

Geneal ogi ca1 Forum of Portl and. 1957 Genealogical I'vlaterial on
Donation Land Claims . Port'l and, Ore. : Geneal ogi cal Forum.

Lane CounÇ Historian. Eugene, 0re.: Lane County Historjcal
Soci ety Journal s.

Lane CounÇ Historical Museum:

Hays, D.lrú. 1980.Lane county cemetaries and Burials. unpub'lished
man u scri pt .

Kock's 1895 County Map.

Metsker Maps for Lane County. 1941.

Communities vertical fi I es.

Newspaper vertical files.

Siuslaw Pioneer Journal s.

Unpub'l'ished biographìes and local histories.

Lane CounÇ Land Management Division:

Draft working Paper on Historic Resources and Addendum. 1981 and
1982. Eugene, Ore.: Lane County Government.

Files of 1978 and 198t¡ Historical Resource Surveys.

F'il es of the Lane County Surveyors.



General Land Office field notes and fjeld survey maps.

County P'lot Maps and Taxation and Assessment Records.

Loy, l,r/illiam G. 1976. Atlas of oregon. Eugene: university of
Oregon.

McArthur, Lewi s . 197 4 . oregon Geograph ic Names . port] and,
Ore.

Ramstead, D.A. et. al . 1980 . Lane County, Oregon post
Offices. Eugene, Ore. :Mid-Oregon Postal History DÍvision.

oregon Historical SocieÇ Quarterly Journals Port'land, Ore^: Oregon
Hi storical Socíety.

State Historic Preservation Office. statewide Inventory of. Si tes and Bui I d'ings.

un'ivers'ity of 0regon Map Library. Historjcal photograph Fjres.

lrial ì Ìng, A.G._ 1884. An .lllustrated History of Lane County,
Oregon. Portland, Ore.: A.G. Ir/a1f ing.

III. Chapter References and Sources

Preface

1. b/-alìing, A.G. i884. lllustrated History of Lane County, Oregon
Portland, Ore.: A.G. hlall'ing.
2. Ibid., p. 300.
3. Ibid. , p. 301.
4. Ibid., p. 301.
5. Marcola Lore, Dec. 1975.
6. Poì1ey, Louìs E. 1984"4 History of the Mohawk vartey and Early
Lumbering. Eugene , Ore. : Poì I ey

lntroduction

l.Beckham, stephen Dow, Rick Minor and Kathryn Anne Topel. 1991.
Prehistory and History of BLM Lands in west-central oregon: Acultural Resource overview. Eugene, Ore.: university of Oregon
Anthropoìogicaì Papers No. 25.
2. Meìnick, Robert z. 1984: cultural Landscapes:Rurat Historic
Districts in the National Park System. !{ashjngton, D.c.: united
States Department of the Interior.

Chapter l: Environmental Context

1 . Ba'ldwi n , Ewart M. I976 . Geology of Oregon Dubuque , Iowa :
Kendal l/Hunt.
2. u.S. \deather Bureau. 1936.climatic Summary of the united States.
hlashi ngton, D.C. : USDA.



1q. Ibid. p. 30f.
17. -Ibì d. p . 305.
18. Forster, Thomas B. 1983.The History of Urban Support for
Agriculture in Lane County, Oregon. Unpubl ì shed Masters Thesi s,
Department of Landscape Arehítecture, University of Oregon.
19. General Land Office Fieid Notes for Township 20, Range 4 h/est.
1855. Lane County Surveyors' Office.
20. Beckham et. a'l . 1981.

Sources for Chapter l!land for Part ll: Historic Landseape Periods

Adams, Kramer A. 1961. Logging Railroads of the West. New York:
Bonanza Books.

Bancroft, Hubert Howe. 1888. History of Oregon, 1848 -1388. Vol. 2.
San Francisco: The History Co., Publishers.

c
Clough, Art. 1958. Elijah Bristow, First Settler of Lane CounÇ.

Lane County Historian 3. No. 1.

Cox, H.J. 1949. Random Lengths: Forty Years with Timber Beasts
and Sawdust Barons. Ëugene, Ore.: H.J" Cox.

Fort, Inez. 197I. From Sacramento to Portland in Seven Days .Lane
County Hi stori an 16 . No . 1 .

Ganoe, John T. 1924. The Hisi;ory of the 0regon and California
Railroad. 0regon Hjstorica'l Quarterly 25. No 3 and 4.

Gaw'ley, NettÍ e . 1980. " The Bi rth of Dì sston anC Dorena'r , .L4ne County
Hi stori an 25. No 2

Hel f rich, Devere . L976. "Appl egate Trai I II : l¡/est of the Cascadesrr .

Klamath Echoes 14.

Inman, Lori s. 1967. rrThe Appl egate Trai I . ¡' Lane County Hi stori an 1.2.
Nos. 1 and 2.

Jackson, b/. Turrentine. i949.rrFederal Road Buiìdìng Grants for
Early Oreþônrr. Oregon Historica'l Quarterìy 50

Johansen, Dorothy 0. and Charl es l¡J. Gates . 1967. Empire of The
Columbia: A History of the Pacific Northwest. New York: Harper
and Row. r-ß:- 

\
Lang, Herbert O. 1881. History of the Willamette Valley. 'Þortì'and,

0re.: Geo. H. Himes, Book and Job Printer. ...:,;. ...;.y' ,,,.i
Knowles, Margie. 1950 rrTransportation". Sjuslaw Pioneer. , .

Merk, Frederick. 1963.Manifest Destiny and Mission in American
History: A Reinterpretation. New York: Alfred A.,K.noB,f... ..,,



Þ1erriam, L.C. 1959. rrThe First Oregon Calvary and the Oregon Central
Military Road Survey of 1865r¡. Oregon Historical Quarterly 60.
No. i"

Po'lley, Louis Ë.1 1984. A History of the Mohawk Valley and Early
Lumbering. Eugene, 0re.: Louis E. Poì'ley.

lrlal'l , Brian. 1972. Log Production in Washington and Oregon: An
Historical Perspective. Bul'letin PNlrrI-42, USDA Forest Service,
Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Statton.
Port'ì and, 0regon .

h/i I kes, Char'les. 1845. Narrative
Expedition During the Years
and Bl anchard.

Chapter lX: The Architectural Heritage

Benjamin, A. 1839. 'Ihe Builder's Guide.

Bl umenson, John J. 1981. ldentifying American Architecture: A
Pictoral Guide to Styles and Terms. Nashvi'l'le, Tenn.: ,American
Associat'ion for State and Local History.

Clark, Rosalind. 1983. Oregon Style: Architecture from 1840 to the
1950's.

Dole, Phillip. 1965. "Farmhouse and Barn in Early Lane County".
Lané CounÇ Historian 10. No. 1.

1970. "Preserving Lane County's Historic Resources". Lane CounÇ
Historian 15. No. 3.

Ross, Marion' D. 1959. A Century oÍ Architecture in Oregon.
Portland, 0re. : h/omenr s Architectural League.

1959. rrArchitecture jn 0regon, 1845 - 1895", 0regon Historical
Quarterly 57.

Vaughan, Thomas ' and Vi rgi n'ia Ferriday . 7974. Spâce) Style and
Structure: Building in Northwest America. Portl and, Ore. :

0regon Historical Society.
:-" f' '

l,Jil'liams, Richard G:, Phi'lìip Doìe;and Michael'Mc'Culloch. 1983. Style
and Vernacular: A Guide to the Architecture of Lane County,
Oregon. Portland, Ore.: Oregon Historica'l Society.ì¡

Chapter Xl: The Coast

Anonymous . 1942 '¡Fiddle Creek Tel I s of Fiddle Creekrr. Sjuslaw
P'i oneer .

rtl _,, ,. -- I

Barton, Loi s:. 1984 'rA Bri ef H'istory of Gl enada" . The Larië 'County
Hi stori an 29. No. 3.

of the United States Exploring
1838-42. PhilÍdelphÍa: Pa.: Lea



d)I

TÍ shl'e.F,. ld.H . I979. rrThe Landscape.:. An Emergi ng H j storic
Preservati on .Re.source . 

t' The dssdc¡at¡on fof' Preservation
Techology Bulletin.

U.S'. Bepêr_trnent ¡f .th.e. Interior. National Park Service. 1981.
lCulturàl' Resouices Management Guidelines. l¡lashington D.C. :

'National Park Service.

1981 . New Directions in Rural Preservation . hlashi ngton D. C . :
NatÍonai Park Service.

:..
Zube, E.H. and M. Zube, eds. L977. Ghanging Rural l-and3capes.

Amherst, Mass.: University of Massachusetts Press.

t

I

I
.t

j

'l

,l

I

*)

I
I

l

-rJr




