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l,lILLAKENZIE AREA PLAN

EUGINE, OREGON

HISTORIC CONTEXT

SECTI0N I: HIST0RIC OVERVIEW

The historic context developed for Eugene's l^lillakenzie area is a
geographical]y oriented study which wil'l be used in the preparation of city
and countJ policies pertaining to historic resources in the area. The
framework for the study jncorporates thematic categories and chronoìogical
periods established by the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (SHP0)

and National Park Service and taken from the Oregon Statewide Inventory
Hi storic/Cul tural themes I i st.

Ternporal Boundaries: 1847 - 1939

The first Euro-American to settle a claim between the McKenzie and Willamette
Rivers was W'illjam M. Stevens, who arrÍved with his family in .1847.1

Subsequent settlement in the area of Stevens' claim was steady. By 1860,
nearly aìl the land in the river p'lain was settled and had become the primary
base of Eugene's agricultural economy. Over the next sixty years, the rural
agricultural character of this area remained largely unchanged. Gradual'ly,
however, the area became part of an expand'ing urban landscape. In 1960 the
Coburg Road corridor south of l.li'l'lakenzie Road became the first piece of the
Wi'llakenzie area to be annexed to Eugene. By 

.l979, 
more than .l00 

annexatjons
lvere compl eted.

This historic context will follow development of the Willakenzie area from
its lB47 settlement date through'1939, the date determined by the i\lational
Register's fifty year-old eval uation criteria.

Spatial Boundaries

Since it was laid out in 1862, Eugene grew exc'lusively to the south and west
of the l,Jillamette River. The city's piecemeal annexation of the land to the
north of the river after 1960 signified the Willakenzie area's growing
importance to local urban development.

The survey area falls within a ferti1e delta formed at the fork of the
Willamette and McKenzie Rivers. (See Historic Resource Area Map.) It

I Rl though
h'is hi story i s

Stevens' homestead
significant to the

was located outside thjs survey boundary,
area's deve]oPment.



GENERATIZßD POTENTIAT HISTORIC RESOURCE AREA

STUDY AREA BOUNDARY (UGB)
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Current area maþ indicating suruey boundaries and location of bistoric tnan-made and landscape resources.



includes all incorporated areas of Eugene located north and east of the
l,li I I amette; j ts eastern-most boundary i s f ormed by I-5. The Cal Young
Neighborhood Association and Harlow Neighbors are the residential
neighborhoods that constitute this area. The study area also includes an
unÍncorporated area of metropolitan Lane County that lies between the Eugene
city limits and the Urban Growth Boundary; the UGB to the north of this urban
transition area forms the northern boundary of the survey. Two
unincorporated islands in the vicinity of I-5 and Centennial Boulevard are
consi dered, as wel I .

Related Study Units

Significant themes identifÍed in the Willakenzie historic context include
settlement, agricuìture, transportation and cormunication, and cuìture.
Those broad themes encompass a number of more specific Oregon themes, such as
horticulture, stock raising, watenvays, land travel, and l9th and 20th
century architecture. Landscape and archeological features are discussed
specifically in the context of those established themes.

Historical 0verview

Historically known as l.lillamette Forks, the survey area is a broad delta
situated above the confluence of the McKenzie and l,li'llamette Rivers. Rich
alìuvial soils were deposited there by minera'l- bearing streams in an inland
arm of the ocean which occupied the valley at one time occupied.

The western and southern boundaries of the Willakenzie area are at present
defined by the main channel of the Willamette River. This channel has
remained mostly unchanged since about 1902, but prior to that tíme its
location often varied from one decade to the next due to changes induced by
floodÍng. Before 1890, for example, the Willamette River made a loop to the
north of the area now known as Alton Baker Park and Autzen Stadium.
Goodpastune Island was indeed an island at a time when the river sp]it into
two major channels on both sides of that area. Landscape features such as
Patterson Slough and Dodson Slough are evidence of former river channels.

Also significant are the many swaìes and drainage channels in the area. Most
of the channels run in a southeast to northwest direction, and were created
by floodwaters during the centuries preceding Euro-Anerican settlement. The
vegetation of some of them remains littìe changed.

The pre-settlement'landscape of the Willakenzie area was the result of a

combination of natural and human forces. For centuries, the Kalapuya Indians
annualìy set fire to the vegetation in the Willamette Valley in order to
c'lear brush and provide better habitat for the game and plants on which they
depended for food. These fires resulted in a mosaic of habitats ranging from
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CADASTRAL MAP, 1853

General Land Office sunteyor's maþ, 1853. The road from OreSon City to tbe gold mines uas a maior
tborougbfare wbicb crossed tbe McKenzie Riuer at Sþorets Feny, and tbe Willamette Ríuer at Briggts

Crossing. Rectangular'þatcbes" indicate cultiuated land'



tree'less prairie, to tree-studded savanna grasslands, to dense forests with
wel I -devel oped herb and shrub 'l ayers.

Federal land surveyors in the early .l850's described in considerable detail
the topography and vegetation of that time, which had changed littìe sînce
settlement by Euro-Americans began in the 1840's. (See Cadastral Map,
1853.) According to those surveys, most of the current survey area was
prairie, with trees and shrubs found in some swales. Along the southern and
western edges of the area, however, dense forest existed along the Willamette
River. This forest consisted mostly of cottonwood, alder, Oregon ash,
Big'leaf maple, Douglas fir, and occasional incense cedar and ponderosa pine.
Farther from the river, along the open prairie, a savanna exìsted which
consisted primaríly of scattered Oregon white oak, with an occasional Doug'las
fir or ponderosa pine.

The rich, well-drained alluvÍal soils here were most attractive to pioneer
farmers who, responding to the natural landscape, first claimed sites along
the prairie rim. Witliam Stevens was the first white man to locate a claim
in the region. In December, 1847, Stevens arrived at his donation claim with
his three eldest sons, Ashland, Alvin and Isaac, and began building a home.
0n Christmas day the family "entered into ful'l possession" of the humble 1og
home, which "bade defÍance to the wintçr winds and rains, and lent a cheering
impress to the soìitary wilds around."¿ t,lithin a year, 40 acres of ground
was broken directly behind the house and sowed in wheat; in the spring of.l849 

an additional fifteen acres were planted in corn, turnips and other
vegetab'les. The garden "made him^famous the country over for size, quality
and quantity of Oregon products."¡ Stevens sold his produce to newly
arriving settlers and helped them through theÍr first wÍnter.

In .l848, the total population in Lane County was approximately 
.l50 people.

Many of them came to the area by way of the territorial road on the east side
of the l,lillamette Valley which ran past the Stevens claim. Following Indian
trails that once connected regional native groups, the well-established road
became the principa'l route from Oregon City to the California gold fjelds in.l849. l.lith a constant demand from the south for flour, wheat, lumber and
agrÍcultural products, road improvement became a priority to both farmers and
merchants at that time. Freight companíes in Portland and Ca]ifornia,
particularly, lobbied heavily for ímprovement of the rough 0regon highways.
Farmers, too, required market roads to make their farm sites more accessible
to local trade centers. The first such petition, presented to the Lane
County Court at its first meeting in 1852, established a road from Spores'
ferry at the McKenzie River to Skinner's ferry across the Willamette. The
basic course of today's Coburg Road--the first "highway" built under the
auspices of the county court--was thus estab'lished. l.lith a steady influx of

2 nbert Wal'ling, Illustrated History of Lane County (Portland, '1884), p.
451 .3 Register Guard Anniversary Edition ('1904), p. 5.
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money from the gold mines to the south and a ready market for agricultura'l
goods, the l,lillakenzie area flourished.

Recognizing the vast potential of this "garden of Lane County", a steady
stream of sett'lers followed l,li'lliam Stevens' 'lead in settling in the
¡4il'lamette Forks area. Among the first arrivals t{ere: George Armitage in
'1850; Alexander A. King, Mahlon H. Harlow and his in-laws, the Tandys, in
1851; Char'les Walker Young, Jacob Gillespie, and John Day in ì852; and
Ì,li11iAm Bogart, VÍncent McClure, John Bushnel'l and Alexander Goodpasture in.l853.+ According to .l860 

census records, a'll settlers in this area were
farmers. (See Cadastral Map, 

.l860.)

Locally, wheat, oats and vegetab'les were the basic field crop raised
throughout the last half of the lgth century. Wheat was particularly
wel'l-iuited to pioneer cultivation, as there was always a ready market for
the grain, it was easily transported, and it was a practica'l medium of
exchãnge. Farmers were advised of the sound investment potential of wheat in
t88ì:

The production of wheat irmediately attracts the attention of the man

who cormences farming with the view of making an income. He may plant
a garden and orchard, grow oats and hay, improve his pasture and seek
to diversify his farming by al1 practicable methods. but when it
comes to a means of income to suppìy the wants of his family and make

it possible to educate and provide for the children,-he.has to'look to
the wheat fields as the most reliable source of supply.c

The t850's also witnessed the growth of the livestock industry in the area,
which remained important there throughout the century. After .l860, 

however,
the centers of stock raising began to shift to eastern and southeastern
gregon, as ranches were divided and population density increased. Certainìy,
man! súockmen in the l,lillakenzie neighborhood were ab'le to continue their
busìness, but often in somewhat 'limited circumstances. ll|ith the
disappeaiance of unlimited grazing land, farmers were forced to consider
other, more intensive uses of their land.

Diversification was encouraged at this time as a means of becoming
Iindependent and self-reliañt."6 Most farmers, of course, had always
produced eggs and butter, vegetables and fruits for sale and barter in'local
markets or-ior their own coniumption. Slowly, however, certain specialty
crops--such as hops, peppermint, clover and flax--were introduced around the

4 gefore coming to Oregon, the Harlows, Tandys, Gillespies and Youngs had

all been neiqhbors in Missouri.5 willamðtte Farmer, ì4 January '1881, p. 4, cited by Christopher Dean

Carlsoffi ín the Nineteenth Century," p. 78., PhD

dissertation, University of Oregon, 1980.6 t^¡i I I amétte Farme r, I I January '1878, p. 4, ci ted by Carì son.
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CADASTRAI, MAP, 1860

Sunteyor's map sbouting location of earþ Donatlon Innd. Clains, 1860.



turn of the century. This kind of diversification signa'l1ed a new direction
in land use in the l,lillakenzie area.

For the most pArt, all arable acreage in the Willakenzie area was in private
hands by lgB0./ (S.. Cadastral Map, late lgth century.) As the original
family Donation Land Claims were divided amolg heirs of thg_original
claimánts or sold to newcomers, the size of farms in the l,lillamette Valley
declined. In]860 the ayerage farm size was 388 acres; by 1900 the average
farm was only 170 acres.ö The trend towards even smaller farms continued
throughout the fi rst decades of the century.

one of the earliest subdivisions in the area l.las Miller's Little Farm No. l,
dedicated in ì907 by George Melvin Miller on the Daníel Snelling DLC.

Sixteen lots, ranging in size from five to twenty acres, t{ere platted near
the north end of Norkenzie Road. (See FÍgure 5.) tne Jacob Gillespie DLC

was símilarly divÍded in'1912 by John Debrick, who named the neighborhood
Debrick Gardens. For the most part, however, area farms were reduced in a

more piecemeal fashion, with families selling off portions of larger claÍms.
(See Cadastral, .l900. 

)

Magazines published in the early 1900's by local civic and commercial groups
prornoted small-scale farming as a heaìthy and virtuous lifestyle. From the
'l 907 Morni ng Regi ster:

There is nothing more conducive to health and happiness, nor adds more

to comfort and attractiveness than the growth of an abundant supp'ly of
luscious fruit for the home. That person must indeed be of perverted
disposition who would lÍye in a fruitless country when he can live in
iuðñ a land as this. . .9

gther organizations like the Southern Pacific Rai'lroad and Sunset Magazine's
HómÀseetõr's Bureau also promoted small-farm settlement in îhfrffiTG
Figure 7.) According to their advertisements, "ten acres in the !.lillamette
Vailey should be as valuable from the standpo!!t of production and earning
poweias 160 açfes in Minnesota, l.lisconsin, Illinois and some other states in
lhat section. "Iu

For most area farmers, a garden vúas an essential part of first settlement,
providing food for consumption, barter or sale. In the late 1800's, many

iocal fañmers--among them-Palmer Ayres and Frank Chase--sold farm produce

door-to-door from a peddle yragon in Eugene. That practice continued untiì
the early 1900's, whôn local farmers found other, more effective methods of
marketing their goods. Several factors made this possible.

7

I
9

l0

Carlson, p. 70.

0907), p. 9.

-8-



Jac.o/ C.l 5pores
N o* oo/ /. c/ 3a

V)
U
l.
Â
5\\
o

{

Qeorge Solm cJ/1u- N.l I .1975

,l
s,

\

\
\

\
\
o
u

\>

e
/L

F.

Ì
I!\\'

To'þ
\-Nbç
.k
\' ì'rf! sr
\o

\
U\

'\
\
\
(",

ùt

a)\
l-..

{cnsi

t ezttS-

c/.40i

se.r.$E ê.osbn

'y'o/ 3tD6 | cZ +/
t þo./4 ¡l I ¡

'ètJ.ta2 c/
/ á9-97,4

aLto 

-

: :.= ï Ï,9d.: ..r. r..: : : - i
4óraham 'LonJe, i

e/.$ I ì
::72ffi:::

c lx 4D 4er
I ¡{ot sgc

,& n n;e'ot J2 j4:cJ.5J

iit; I tvt
iu-n, s /.v¿nJ
ill'

Jo.7 z13, t1

n"t s'ti>' i1^ Nottzçz :

1:31"," llF "'i{:*,. ¡

",".]kàNof etatI c/ 61 ZA'n C.Leesu rë
Nofs¿22 c/ós

-zelt. 
?/. 4 -

'¿ r.e '

1.t1i/ya,J c/to

c/.t6
ot7.tz4

E/tq s r'1. 6rtg

or* Sw uÍiÍit

CADASTRAT MAP, late L9th century

I"ate 19tb century cadaslral maþ sbous þroþerty boundarles and landbolders' names. (Inne County
Surueyor's Office)



UUþHnñwù
LANE COUIITYORE.

&al¿:2fr n.. , t.c'l

0
t6-9t"t

7./9J.

I
The nbove plat of ldnd, lies 2y¿ Dìiles due no¡t'h, fno'm the bus-

in€ss center of Eugene antl ls for sale ln tracts as platted; at
prices from $?5 to $125 per âcre, subject to change lvithbut no-
tice. Terrns 20 per cent b4sh and b'alan,ce on or'before 6 years

nt 6 Iìet'cètìt ln. ll lles or-r mac.rdamlzed road, leadltrg lnbo' Eugene,
,rllì tele,pllone llne and gooal school ls nenr, lD o, splendld nelghbor-
hot.rtl of enterprlslng people, Thls land rvlll procluce' enytlrlnS th:ìt
grorvs ln the lVlllame tte valley, Trc. get the hlghegt revenue out of
l¡hls lruiltl lt slìould, bo plnnted ln Iìnßllsh lv,nlntlt¡ 40 feerb ap¡rt't'

rjr' 30 tleee to ilre oct'e. Ât l2 yerrrs oltì lþese tt'ccs rvlll pt<ltluce

100 pounds of nuts each, Í'orth 15 ce nts per poul]d \Tholesalc. Be-
t\.een the rorvs of $alnuts plalr,b peach trees 40 feet apart'wrhi.lì
at fc,ur years olal \\'ill produce 150 pounds \Yorth t\\'o cents pcr

1;ourrrl. Iìe[rl'een the |orrs of pe{lch ânrl \\'allìuf tre,es Flant tlvo
l (ì1\'s df blrutkberIles, ol' r.aspbet r.les, \\'ùìlclr nt ttvo ycats ol(ì I)tìo'
duce full cro¡rs,,llrvayß saleal¡le ln the I','uBene lnarke'ts nt.3 tq't
cents p€r poulltl. Whlle the ttees o.nd sht'ubs are small th'e gno'qnd

can be cultl\.ateC, to potatoes and other garden truck anal es tþey
grow and sh¿de the gr'oun,d, the berry bushes may be takeu out

'alìd .e1'entu¿rlìy the rvalnut \vlll '(ro\'\'al out the pe,3c,h, trees and
yiélcl frorn $500 to $1000 per acre yearly, \vithcut any cultlva-tlon
s'hile the Bround betlveen .lhenr may þs ¡rlanted to grass an,¿ yielal
good cow pâsture.

I also h¿ve â" I'arg's llst of stock farns, Ulnber l,ands, seapolt
pnc,pel'ty Ât l¡l'orence ln thls county, clty and suburbon ploperty
llr IluB'ene ancl Spllngfleld'.

I hâve been ln ühe Beal Dstate busfn'ess l,n Dugene slnce 1882

an,d know tihe country thoroughly. References aùy bank or busl-
ness house ln Eugen'er

Geo. Melvin Míller
Rooms 20 & 21 McGlung Block, EUGENE, OREGON.

Flgure 5. Real estate aduertísement for one of tbe area's eaillest subdiußions lncludes dlrections
on bou to cultiuate for matcimum yield. ( Moming Register Industrial Edition (190D, p. 19)
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CADASTRAL MAP, 1900

Cadastral vna.þ sbows land. boldings and roads, 1900, Altbougb ma.ny þroþerties still bear tbe names of
original settlers and tbeir descendants, tbe trend towards diuision of large boldings bas clearly begun.
(Uniuersity of Oregon Map Library)
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Advances in transportation technology, for instance, simplified farmers'
lives in many ways. From 1856 to'1870, steamboats were the principal method
of transporting goods to Eugene from the northern l.lillamette Valìey. Then,
in 1871, the Qiegon and California Raílroad arrived in Eugene from Portland.
Rail service--particuìarly after 1883, when intercontinenta'l lines were
comp1eted to Portland--expanded the potential market for loca'l growers
tremendou sl y.

Improvement of market roads al so hel ped farmers transport goods 'l ocal ly wi th
less effort. Many "new" roads established in the late 1800's were, in fact'
laid on well-worn- paths or old road beds. l,lhen Armitage Road was

reestablished in ì894, for instance, surveyors conmented that "Ít is a very
important thoroughfare and has bggn very much .travel'l ed ever si nce the
settlement of this country. . .rrll Other roads established at an early_time
r{ere: Cal Young Road in lgOg; Garden-lqy, Ayres and Gilham Roads in 1874;
CóUu.g Road soui,h of Harlow Road in 1889; Centennial Boulevard in .l900; 

Locke

noad iformerly Calef Road) in 1909, and; Norkenzie Road in 1919. (See Figure
8.)

Farming practices were also influenced by certain fraternal and business
organiiations established at this time. The Eugene.Commercial Club issued
ciËculars nationwide proudly promoting the profitability of agriculture in
Lane County.

Here intensive methods of cultivation of the soil. . .brings big
returns and guarantees a competence. When your Mf. larmgr, reflect
upon the chañgeableness of seasons in some parts of the Middle West, on

ti¡e thin-soite¿ land, the rocky, worn-out farms, on which crops are
limited and uncertain at best, observe that it takes a lifetime to earn
a home or establish independence for your fami'ly. Come and see the
iuperU qo1ltry around Eugene, or Junction City, or Spríngfieìd--they're
al I good.

Attracted by such notÍces, nev, farmers came to Lane County to face many of
the problem! dealt with by farmers in othe!-parts of the country: lack of
iiãniport facilities, high freight rates, fluctuating farm prices, and a lack
of capital for purchases of land and farm machinery. The Oregon State Grange

was eitablished'in '1873 to address some of t,hose issues. That year,
Springfield Grange No. l2 became the first grange in, Lane County. 0! u

stateftde level, political pressure from the Grange had 199 t9 legislation
iega"àing publió ütilities,' legislative referendums, recall of public
otitcialí,'and the election of-state senators. Grange action also led.to the
improvement of public schools and growth of the state agriculturaì co'llege

lt
12

Road dedicatÍon #
Anybody's (1910), p. 40.
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The Ten-Acre Tract F armer
James J. Hlll, the "emplre-

l¡ullder," has been down ln the
Wlllamette Valley, and thls ls
what he says about our small
farm unlts:

"The day of the large farm ls
past. 'What you s,ant here Is
the man who wlll take ten acres
and cultlvate lt thoroughly. The
man vrho takes ten acres of your
rlch land and works lt. es It
should be worked, cau easlly
make 95000 per year. Ten acres
ln the Wlllamette Valley should
be as valuable from the stand-
polnt of productlon an<l earnlng
power aB 160 acres ln Mlnne-
sota, Wlsconsln, Illlnols and
some other states ln that sec.
tion. I do not know of any land
anywhere that wlll compare with
your land here, Your narket wlll
be east of the mountalns b+
cause ln that part of the country
are more people who ere able
and wllllng to pay the hlghest
prlce for the fat of the lnnd.
\Vo nle golrrg to do orrr share ltt
dovololllrrg your bouutl¡ul vullcy
by furnlshlng the transportntlon
facllttles, but you wlll have to do
the rest."

cIIERRy I'REE ON ClÍU¿CS I.RAXZ'n¡NCrr TIÍAT tlollE 2200 r,ou¡.¡lrs Tr'tls YEAn.

Low Fares lVest Bound
tleglnnlng Se¡rtember 16, and contlnttlng dally to October 15, 1lì10,

colonfgt rates frotrt Chfcago alrd Mlssourl Rlvel common l)olnts to Oregon
wlll l¡e ln effect. The rate ls $33 from Chlcago; St. Lottls, $32; Oklahottta
Clty, $28.46; Omaha, $25.00; .A,tchlson, Kan., $25.00, wtth other polnts cor-
respondlng; I

F'or Information
About Eu8ene and vlclnlty not contalned ln thls magazlne, address D. Ù.
Freeman, Manager Eugene Commerclal Club, Eugene, Oregon. Other attrac-
tlve llterature on Eugene ls ln course of preparatlon. We shall be glad to
send thls to any llsts that may be furnlshed us. Send us'the names of frlends
who may be lnterested ln Oregon. Wrlte for our postal folder.

ñf (o.opfFAÌvf
coHHufIY Pu¡
O FLEGON
I¿A I Lr{O.A'T)

&NAVIGAT]ON
COMPA¡LY
SOUTH EF¿ÀI

PÃ,CI FI C
WM.Mf MURUY

Sunsêr Hâlarlne
åo¡r3aafa¡s au¡uu
watL5-a^¡ao ¡grG¡a
,oaluio oFacox

conr. No. tt-B-8-t0'lo-7NM

Flgure 7. In tbe eaily 20rb century, national aduertisements þrolnoting Inne County intensi.fied
local deuelopment. (Anybodyts, Volume 1, #2 (1910), p. 28)
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Flgure 8. Turn-of-tbe-century uieu of Cal Young Road,

toløngeast from in front of Cal Young's home, Cascade peaks

are uiiibte in tbe background.. (Lane Counry Historical
Museum, Negatiue #1 7C/L84-188)

turkey dinners, held box socjals and pje,
vanilia, and Xmas cards to raise funds."l

soci al s.

nobr OSU) in Corvallis. In
his part of the state, the
issue of local marketing
opportunities was of
foremost importance to
area farmers.

In response to that issue,
the Lane Pomona Grange was
establ i shed i n Spri ngfi el d
in 1909. The Willakenzie
Grange fol I owed in I 9l 3.
Since its inception, the
Wiìlakenzie Grange aimed
"to not only serve its own
needs but that of the
communi ty as wel ì , gi vi ng
particuìar attention to
farm probl ems and a
1 ong-range program that
will promote proper use of
I and and wat,er
resources. "l 3

The Grange al so pl ayed an
important role in the
social and economic life
of the community. Grange
members of al I ages were
acti ve'ly i nvol ved i n the
County Fair, 4-H, Future
Farmers of America and
other activities. The
þJomen of the Grange "not
only gave p1 ays, food
sal es, bazaars, f'l ower and
pl ant sal es, but they hel d
rummage sales, served

And they sold cook books,

l3
14

gne very significant contribution of the Grange tras the creation of the
Produceis' Public Market jn 1915. As previously mentjoned, operating a

peddle bragon u,as a common means of selling fresh produce ìn Eugene and

Charl otte Mitche1l, "The Story of Willakenzie Grange" (.l963), p.5.
Mi tchel I , p. 5.
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Springfield; selling wholesale to local markets was another. Unfortunately,
both systems were either too time-consuming or unprofitable for the farmer.
1¡ith the support of Eugene's Comnercial Club and the Lane County Credit
Association, the Pomona Grange proposed another a'lternative: formation of a
public market. According to R.B. Coglon, county agricultural agent, "our
object is to bring together the consumer and producer for their mutua'l
benefit. It is not to be a cormercial project. The housewife will get good
fresh produce at a fair priçg, the farmer will get a little more money for
things he has to sell. . ."1þ For a small rental fee, farmers could sell
their produce on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays directly from a covered
sta'll at 8th and Park. The Producers Pub'lic Market was a tremendous success,
operatíng at its first site from l9l5 to 1929, then expanding to a largçf
building at the southeast corner of Broadway and Charnelton until l959.ro

As va'lley farmers became'less able to compete with wheat production in
eastern Oregon, emphasis gradua'lly began shifting to vegetable and orchard
crops after the turn of the century. "To say that the Willamette Valley is a
great fruit country is but to reitgqate an already well-established fact,"
said the Morning Register Ín 1904.r¡ Fruits had been part of the farm
landscapeJTñceJhe early days of settlement. As early as 1884, l.lalling had
cormented on the "scores of sp'lendid farms producing^vast quantities of
grain, hay and fruit" in the Willamette Forks area.lö UntÍl a stable and
profitable market for those crops was found, however, the locaì fruÍt
industry remained smalì.

The industry was given a big boost in .1891, 
when the area's first canning

factory was established Ín Eugene at 8th and Ferry on the raÍlroad
right-õf-way. Until 1908, frúit was dried and canned at the factory.l9
Factory owners assured growers that "over-stocked markets, resu'lting in loss
to the grower, has become a thÍng of the past, and a stable, oroffitable
market Iis] assured for all good grades of desirable varieties."

The cooperative movement, in the meantime, was generating a great deal of
interest among Northwestern farmers. The financial panic of ì907 and a weak
I ocal economy forced Lane County farmers to search for new markets for thei r
produce. Facing the crisis, three prominent county orchardists--J. Beebe,
Dr. H.F. McCornack, and George A. Dorris--called a meeting of farmers
interested in cooperative production and marketing. 0n January ll, 1908, the
Lane County Fruit and Vegetable Growers' Association was incorporated. Many

1 5 Stan Bettís,
Sqciety, 1969), p.lb Now a string

Market Dqys (Eugene: Lane Pomona Grange Fraternal
40.
of specialty shops across the Downtown Mall from the Bon

L4archv (1904), p. 6't .
t8
1 9 ni ng & Packi ng Company ( I 891 -94 )

and Al20 (1904), p. 9.
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of its early members and stockhoìders were l,Jil'lakenzìe farmers. In 1909 the
Association changed its name to the Eugene Fruit Growers'Association and,
the following year, purchased the Allen Fruit Company plant. The company is
known today as Agripac. l.lith clear control over local distribution, the
Association became one of the'largest food plants in the Northwest.

The cooperative was an inrnediate success, and the local press marvelled at
"the renewed inlerest that has been awakened in the fruit producing sections
of tf,e county."2'| Blackberries, strawberries and ìoganberrigs werã marketed
on a large sca'le, along with pears, apples, peaches, pruneszz, and, most
popular of all, Royal Anne cherries. Walnuts and filberts were also
introduced around l910 and went on to become a significant area crop.
Remnants of those orchards are still scattered throughout the district.

Vegetabìe crops also became Ímportant to the local econony at this time, one

meãsure being the huge quantities being processed and sold through the Fruit
Growers' Assóciation. In l9ì5 the Association made the first commercial pack

of canned carrots in the U.5^ Beets, first handled by the company in 1912'
became theÍr major product.zJ Blue Lake green beans, introduced by Manager
Holt in'1923, were credited with boosting company growth and continue to be a
profi tabl e i tem. Parsni ps , turni ps , rutabagas , spi 1qc!, cabbage, pumpki n ,
iquash, tomatoes, onions, asparagus, cucumberS, cauliflower, broccoli and
beet greens were all processed there for a time.

Throughout the first half of the century the l,{ilìakenzie area retained its
rural agricultural character, in part due to Eugene's conc_entrated growth on

the left bank of the Willamette River, and partly to the fact that the area
was still subject to periodic flooding. Only after l,lorld t{ar II, when_dams
were constructed on upper tlillamette River tributaries, did urban development
finally begin spreading from Eugene into the Wi'llakenzie area. Land that was

once pêriodical'ly inundated was opened for more intensive uses at that time.
In the .l950's 

ner{ residential development betu¡een the l.lillamette and McKenzÍe
Rivers created a strong demand for basic services, which eventua'lly resulted
in the annexation of the tlillakenzie area. Even today, the sma'll farms'that
were once the sole occupants of thís rÍch bottom land are intermingled with
sprawling new subdivisions. The pressure to remove those older structures is
intense. (See Figure 9.)

Anybody's (.l910), p. 40.
Tñê arila near Chase Gardens was known for a ti e as Pruneville because

of the nearbv Drune orchards.23 Today,-Agripac is the country's largest single packer of garden beets.

21

22
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Significant Area Residents

George Armitage, enroute from Brownsville to California in .l850,

travelled the Oregon City road vlhich ran past the W'illiam Stevens homestead.
Armitage spent several nights with the Stevens family, then continued his
trip. Shortìy thereafter he returned to the area, settìed a nearby claim
and, in .l851, married Sarah Jane Stevens. Arrnitage and Harrison Stevens
briefly ran a ferry on the McKenzie opposite Jacob Spores. He also operated
a sah'mill which furnjshed lumber for the cabins of many early area settlers.
Armitage was described in 1904 as "a zealous worker, and untiring in his
efforts to assist in every undertakjng for the development of county
interests and institutions. To him belongs the honor of having firs!^hoisted
the Stars and Stripes within the present l'imits of Lane County. . .n¿+ For

Flgure 9. Located on tbe nortb banþ, of tbe Willamette Riuer - nou Alton Baker Park - tbe Jobn
Tbramer ranch reþresented an imþortant þart of area blstory and deueloþment. For ten years,
community suþþorters uorked to saue tbe Tbramer bouse for use as an intetþretiue center. Tlse

bome uas demolisbed in 1989 by tbe City of Eugene. (Iane County Historical Museuffi, Negatiue
#17rÆ72-307)

Register Guard Anniversary Edition (1904), p. 6.24
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several years, a frei ght stop cal I ed Arrnì tage was I ocated on the

ÁiUãnV-Springiield brãnch of the Southern Pacifjc Railroad at the iunction
witt' nrmìtagé Roaã. È.or lB54-59, Arrn'itage was postmaster of_the McKenzie

Þoil otii.ãl located near Arrnitage Station. Armitage's son, Frank' was- ¡el ve years, and manager of the I ocal
en years. The George Arrnitage home

d, where it was moved one-half mile
aìning farm site structures date back

palmer Ayres and h'is wife, Mary (Benson), owned over 500 acres of land

on the ãast ba'nk of the i^lillamette River. Ayres was among-the first to
i;po;a pure-bred cattle 'into Lane County. Hìs son, l'lill, farmed about 200

uCi.r of nis father's land, and he also- rajsed pure-bred shorthorn cattle.
wili-*ur market master of itre Producers' Publìc îvlarket ìn Eugene from l9l5 to

FLgure 1O. Loodng nortb along Armitagg Road towards t
bõtse on tbe left, constructed around 1855, is a rare loca

TLte bouse bas-been considerably altered and moued from
p. 120.)

These structures are located outs'ide survey boundarjes.25
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1942 and was active with the Grange and Lane County Fair Assocjation. The
large Italianate home (1900) there js surrounded by a significant stand of
older pine and maple trees. Unti'l recently, a barn, smokehouse, greenhouse
and purnphouse were also located near the home; the barn was lost to nearby
development of a golf course.

Edwin T. Bushne'll, son of John C. and Jemima (Tandy) spent all but fìve
years of his life on the DLC settled by his family in the 1850's, raising
ìarge crops of graìn, corn and fruit. He was a member and stockho'lder of the
Eugene Fruit Growers Association, the Poultry Associatíon and the Farmers
Creamery.

Frank Chase constructed one of the first cornmercial greenhouses in the
Northwest on 60 acres of land he purchased in .l889 (the present locat'ion of
Chase Gardens). For ten years, Chase sold produce door-to-door in Eugene,
marketing hothouse vegetables as early as 1895. In 1921, he began growing
flowers conmercially, becoming the country's largest orchid grower in the
1940's. Chase was one of the first to introduce irrigation into the
Willakenzie area. His brother, Jack, fanmed 60 adjoining acres.

Rev. Jacob Gillespie, "being a rnan of forceful character and a natural
leader of men,"^yas chosen captain of an eight-wagon train which arrived in
Oregon in .l852.¿0 For $850 and one yoke of steers, Gillespie and h'is
son-in-'law, tlalker Young, purchased 640 acres of land squatted by Abraham
Peek; Young took the east half, and Gì'llespie the west ha]f. Gi'l'lespie built
Eugene's first meeting house, the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in .l856.

In lB95 he donated a portion of his land for a cemetery which still bears his
name. He represented Lane County in the 1854 Territorial Assembly and, jn.l857, served on the board of County Cornmissioners.

Alexander Goodpasture was an .l853 settler who raised grain, sheep and
cattle on a 320-acre land claim east of the Willamette River. His son,
Thomas, continued to operate 69 acres of the homestead for market gardening.
Thomas was a rnember of the Grange. Another son, l,lilliam, was a farmer and
merchant in the grocery and feed business.

Mahlon H. Harlow headed the Harlow-Tandy ri/agon train from Missouri to
Oregon in 1850 (see Tandy). For rights to 322 acres of land, Harlow paid $5
and an old pistol. Harlow worked as a farmer and carpenter; among his
building projects were the Willakenzie area's first schoo'l house (1852) and
Eugene's first county courthouse (1855). Harlow was elected first Clerk of
Lane County in 1851 and in 1865 was appointed County Assessor. His son,
Anderson Jackson Harlow, bought 280 acres near the McKenzje River in 1865;

26 History of the Willamette Valley,Oregon (Chicago: S.J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1927), p.357.
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hjs eleven-room home there (1874) was the foca'l point of a farm and'large
orchard. It is located on County Farm Road and is present'ly known as the

ank, cu]tivated part of that property
rank was on the board of directors of
d, for many years !{as an officer of
chi I d of i'1. H. Harl ow, Mahl on Harl ow,
nd expanded i t i nto one of the most

ey. He was on the fi rst, board of
directors of the Eugene Fruit Growers Alsociation and was president for
ievera'l years. He ãlso served eight years on the Board of County

Cornnissjõners. His son, Elmer, aisumed his father's orchard business but
pñåî.á it óut years latér and subdivided much of the prope¡ty for housing.
-HT;-bunillow 

tl gzz) on Harlow Road, known as_the E'lmer Harlow house, is a

ðilv-iãñàmárf'and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Jacob 0. Holt was the first secretary and general manager.of the Lane

County-Ëruit-àn¿-Vegeta¡le Growers Association. 
-The latter position he held

fròm i908 until his death in 1935. During his tenure there, Holt made the

Association one of the dominant food processors in the Northwest. 0n his
Só-uc.à farm, he tested all new crops; his jntroduction of the Blue Lake

é..ðn Uean in lgeg is credited with being the_greatest single factor in the

ö.õnifr ói tfr. Assoc'iation from that time. Holt was a member and officer of
ilre llortnwest Canners Association (president, l9l4-21 ), 0regon State
Hortiðuttural Society, State Board of Agriculture and Nationaì Canners

Àisociation. He was-iegarded by his peers as "one of the true pioneers who

f,ãip.o make the pacific Northwelt one'of the great food processing centers of
the worl d. "

blilìiam M. Stevens crossed the plains from Missouri in'1847. With his
wjfe and ten children, he was the first white settler south of the McKenzie

äivãr-iñ ttrà willametúe Forks area. In 1849, Stevens operated the Briggs
Fåñy uð.ots the tlillamette near Springfìe'|9.-.H. was killed in a farming
uð.ìä.ñi in 1860. t..lilliam Stevensi home (1851) is'in Springfield on Game

Farm Road. It ii possibly the oldest house in Lane County. -His son's house

iieTSl ìi'near¡y. 'Both 
hómes are outside the survey boundaries.

Sarah Snet I i ng Tandy, matri arch of the I arge 
- 
Tgndy fami'ly, arr.i ved i n

the l,rilramette variãv in iásr. sarah ï::lii 'åå:iå::tr:låìH,Ï,:l !il,
r the Cascades to Fort Boi se i n I 853.
lling, uras founder of the area's first
urch-of Jesus Christ, in 1852.

John Thramer reclaimed 55 acres of "stumps and brush" along the north
shore ói tne Wiìiameite RÍver jn 1905, developing it'into a fruit farm that,
iü-ìéZi,;;tiione of the most attractive and valuable ranch properties in
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this part of the val'1ey."27 The Thramer orchards are now part of Alton
Baker Park. According to Thramer's granddaughter, Edith McMil'lan, "every kid
in towp^picked cherries, filberts or walnuts out there during the 30's and
40's."¿ö (See Figure 9.) Thramer was a'large stockholder and member of the
first board of directors of the Eugene Fruit Growers Association.

Cal M. Young, the youngest son of pioneer settler Charles l{alker Young
(see Gil'lespig), was born on his father's donation land claim in lB7l. From
l9l8 until his death in .l957, 

Caì Young cultivated hay and grain and raised
catt'le, horses and sheep on 268 acres of his father's land. Young was the
University of Oregon's first football coach in 1893, and he served as Lane
County Cormissioner from 1933-41. He was also closely associated with
production of the 0regon Trail pageants from 1926 (its first year) until.l950, and in the establishment of Lane County's Pioneer Museum. Caì Young's
home (1913), extensively remodelled in 1928, is located at l6]0 Cal Young
Road. The home was designated a City Historic Landmark in '1976.

27
28

History of the Willamette Valley, p. 174.
me Front, " Regi ster-Guard, 'l October

I 978.
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In the absence of any comprehensive survey or inventory, identification of
resource types within the Willakenzie area js based on predictive models.

For that reason, ãäsCriptions of characteristic features of resource types

are generic onei, based on typical Lane County typology and drawn from

reseárch regarding loca1 landmarks.

Previous Surveys

Stephen Dow Beckham's 1976 reconnaissance inventory of 0regon.sites is the

;;ii hittóiil tnvãntór¡' to include.properties located within the t'lillakenzie
ã..ä. Broad regiõnãi isiues and historical trends were identified in the

iu*ary report ót tne l986 Lane County Cultural. and Historic Landscape

nãròurä.r iurvey, ilir,ough it did noC include discussion of incorporated-
areas of Eugene ð.-urãai"within the urban Growth Boundary. Lou Ann speulda's
draft context..pori óñ-agricultural development in oregon was also useful 'in

in. ia.niificati'on of themes and resource types associated with agriculture.

Resource TYPes

From its first settlement until the late 1940's, the foundatio.n of social and

has been agricul ture. Natural'ly, !h9-
denti f i ed in the l'li I I akenzi e area f al ì
cu'lture; al1 other resources are
ze the full range of development withìn
n is organized according to resource

Farm Sites

tl|ithjn the historic period, nearly every property in the study area $Jas

dedicated, in some rãnt., io farming. The earìy farm, according to Philip
Dol e,

.vras an extensive, industrial enterprise, initiated by one family'
It involved not only the planning and management of six hundred acres'
¡ùt ãlso the design, constructioñ and operat,ion.of a variety of
Uüilãiñés, eacfr oË *f'lch had specìal requirements. gne may guess that
ã-typiðãi'tu.* would contain ten or twelve different structures.
ùg"äue., the number of kinds of farm buildings used in the county a

SECTION II: IDENTIFICATION

29 The reader unfami I i ar
fol 1 ow thi s di scussì on wi th

wi th archi tectural
McAlester's Field

terminology 'is encouraged to
Guide to American Houses.
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hundred years ago, including all specialized types, might rnake a list
of as many as fifty buildings.ru

For the most part, the farm site was arranged in a ljnear fashion--with the
barn and outbui'ldings strung back behind the house--or in a rectangular
arrangement around the perimeter of an open yard. This arrangement of^parts
also jncluded landscape features such ts gardens, orchards and fences.Jl
With changes in agricultural practices and introduction of machinery, the
relationship of these parts changed in subtle h,ays.

The most important buildÌng on the farm site, apart from the fami'ly home, was
the barn. The design for early l,Jillamette Val'ley barns was based on types
and styles carried to 0regon by settìers from other parts of the country.

The barns of the 1840's to 1870's "were organized around the movement of ox
or horse teams through the barn and were charac[çrized by 1ow-pitched roofs
on hewn frames enclosing a single story space.,,r¿ Unpainted vertical sìding
covered the simp]e rectangular building, to which were usually added
lean-tos. The barn was either end- or side-opening, depending on whether the
wagon doors were at the long side or gab'le end of the building. Inside the
barn was a large hay mow, a central drive (also used as a th¡qshing floor
untÍl al¡out 1865), grain bins, and stalls for specjal stock.rr The Armitage
farm site, dating to 1860, typifies earìy construction of this kind.

The introduction of ltorse-powered threshers during this period called for the
addition of a number of outbuildings near the barn, as well. Machine sheds
and stock shelters, for instance, housed machinery and animals. Increased
productivity demanded granaries for grain storqge. Loafing sheds and field
barns for stock were built some distance away.r+ Board fences frequent'ly
enclosed the barnyard and areas near the house; rail fencing kept grazing
livestock out of cereal crop fields.

A'lthough sjze and forms remained essentially the same, gable-roofed barns
became steeper after 1870, particularìy following the introduction of the hay
forklift in the late l9th century. Powered by horses, the forklift carried
hay to the ridge of the barn and through a door opening ìnto the second-floor

30 Philip Dole, "Farmhouse and Barn ìn Early Lane County," Lane County

5+%i lXlttrl,liol, 13;.non's Asricurturar Developmenr" (drarr, tese), p.
42.
1? Style and Vernacular (Western Imprints, .l983), p. ll9.JJffiheCu.|turalandHistoricLandscapesofLane
ggun.r;ol|i:::.;. 

uÊ:. 
county Land Manasement Division, le86), p. 65.

-23-



storage area. A hood or cantilevered ridge extending from the.roof sheltered
the hãyfork and allowed for outside loading in any weather. Additional
storagè requirements raised the barn's roof dimensions considerab'ly and

allowðd lean-tos to be incorporated into the mass of the building. Cupoìas
and rol'ling or sliding doors also appeared at this time.

In 1869, George Leasure marketed the first crop of Oregon hops from his
properti a'long the Willamette (now the Alton Baker Park area). Until the
i gS'0' s , hops ðonti nued to be grown 'in the l,Ji I I akenzi e area, parti cu'l ar'ly i n

bottom-lands near the river. Once harvested, hops were dried in kilns which
were recognizable by the tall ventilating towers on top. Into these basic
square or rectangu'lar buildingg, hops werg.loaded onto a slatted second

fl'oor. The builáing was tightly seaìed with horizontal ship'lap or board and

batten siding. Heai was apólleä from underneath and was drawn up through the
building to ãry the hops, often with the help of a fan, through a venti'lating
cupol a.

F'lax dryers may aìso have existed in the area.

Beginning in the'1870's, windmills were built to supply the farmhouse with
water.

The residential windmill usually sat behind the kitchen, probably above

the origina'l well. Its canted, trussed structure þJas encased in
finished siding as was the tank above. Toward the end of the century,
windmill structures were provided with manufactured elements. Open

ff3î:: ìffi.l.iL:$gitts 
beean to appear in farms out in pastures or

Residential windmills appeared less frequently after the turn of the century,
when inside plumbing t{as introduced, and near'ly disappearqd with the coming

ói àlectrÍcity. At-that point, the wells were sometimes fitted with
electrica'lly operated pumps, and the tower was removed.

Around 1900 a structura'l system was developed which "maximized the usefulness
of the hay fofKlift through creating a ìarge open storage area free of posts

and g.irde-rs."36 The new plank frame barn allowed for a greater variety of
róot"rnup.t. A bell-cast roof was common until _the 

'1.?1,0's, and the gambrel

barn "came to epitomize the 20th century dairy farm."J/

Although dairy farming rllas not preva'lent in the t¡'lillakenzie area on a grand

scal e, there ãre examþl es of sma'l 'l -sca'l e producti on. The spec'i al i zed barn

iyp.À'associated with'dairy production can be identified by three basic
elements that are conmon across the country:

35
36
37

Forster, p. 82,
Forster, p. 84.
Forster, p. 84.
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First, a large barn, usua'lly with a gambre'l roof containing a hayfork
system and a lower floor'lit by a series of windows used for storage,
specia'l stock or cow stab'les. Second, attached to this huge building
at one end is a silo or sometimes a pair of silos. The third e'lement
would be a large one story wing perpendicu'lar to the maín barn, bui'lt
to house the herd; down its length are single sash, four or six'light
windows placed at regular interval¡^ usua'lly índicative of the spaðing
and of the size of the dairy herd.rö

Silos were "built, either of an orange-red cast ti'le or barrel fashion of
tongue and grooved p]anks set verticaìly and bound with iron hoop5."39

Barn construction changed very'little through the remainder of the historic
period. l^lith the popularity of sma'll-scale diversified farming after the
turn of the century, however, many older barns were adapted to new uses.

Resi dences

In the mid-l9th century, the first structure erected on a claim r{as a
temporary shelter, such as a lean-to or gable-roofed building. william
Stevens' first home, constructed in 1847, was briefìy described as "buÍlt of'logs, sixteen by ejghteen feet in dÍmensions, its bed being what is known as
a puncheon floor."+u Materials for construction were takeñ from the land as
it was cleared and improved.

Soon, the temporary log sheìt,er was rep'laced with a hewn log house of
squared, notched 'l ogs (usua'l ly dovetait ed). Earìy 'log homes were I ow and
rectangular in shape, possibly with a parallel lean- to porch addition. An
end chimney and small door and window openings brere typical of this simple
style. No exampìes of this style are known to exÍst in the survey area.

Vernacular. Many of the first "permanent" homes constructed by ear'ly
settìers defy al1 attempts at stylÍstic definition, as they were adapted from
regionaì styles of the east or south, or followed a strictly functional
formula. (See Figure ll.) Vernacular buildings captured the f'lavor of a
particular region by synthesízing popular style and loca'l taste. In Lane
County, the vernacular type was a broad, 1ow-pitched gabled building standing
1-1/2 to two stories tall. A one-story kitchen wing in back of the house
with porches on each long side was standard.

Development around the house was also somewhat predictable. Until about
1870, for instance, nearly alì rural farmhouses in Lane County were sÍted on

Forster, p.83.
Forster, p. 84.
Wa'lling, p. 45.| .

38
39
40
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a rise or at the bend of a road,.qnd were "well fenced, with either excellent
rails or good boards and posts."+l Inside the fence, the yard was planted
in shade irees--cften maples or oaks--and other ornamental trees and shrubs.
In a cool, shaded locatjon near the house a brjck "cellar" was used to store
dairy products and perishables. Nearby were a pr_ivy, wood. shed_and summer

kitcñen. A chicken house and smoke house might also have been located
outside the yard.42 In most cases, outbuildÍngs like these were strictly
functional , rvithout decorative deta'il or paint.

Flgure 11. Tbe Calef bome, constructed around 1875, uas copiedfrom a house in Vermont. A
talge stand of trees at tbe end of lYitlakenzie Road marks tbe site of tbis farmstead. (Iane County
Historical Museum, NegLtiue #19U/L74-764)

4l
42

}lal 1 i ng,
Forster,

p.
p.

306.
66.
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Classical Revival. Several popular l9th-century sty'les were used jn rural
areas of Lane County. The earliest of them, the Classìcal Revival sty'le, was
corrmon from the late 1840's to the earìy'1860's. Buildings of this type were
genera'f ly one or'l-l /2 stories tall (sometimes two) and carry a low-pitched
gable roof wìth eave returns. A porch with boxed posts or Classjcal columns
often ran across the front of the buìlding; in back, a kitchen wing was
cormon.

Classical features of the sty'le included regu'lar fenestration and bilateral
synmetry which, overa'|1, created an orderly sense of space and proportion.
Narrow weatherboard siding--usua'lly paÍnted white--covered a wood frame.
Other features included pilastered cornerboards, fuìl entablature, and
thin-muntined double-hung 6/6 (sometimes 12/12 or 9/6) sash windows.

Despite some contemporary modifications, the Abraham Landes house on 0ld
Coburg Road (1850's) is a rare existing example of this simple early sty'le.
The Harlow and Armitage homes, also in the eastern side of the survey area,
represent other variations. (See Figure 10.)

Gothic Revival/Western Farmhouse. The Gothic Reviva] styìe was introduced to
Lane County in the mid-l860's and, for 35 yeans, went through a number of
incarnations. Ear'ly versions of the style drew heavily from magazines,
builders' guides and pattern books whjch gave step-by-step instruction on how
to design and build a home.

Early Gothic buildings featured many of the characteristics espoused at the
time by Andrew Jackson Downiñ9, ô landscape architect and strong proponent of
the sty'le: steeply pitched gable roofs, dormers, board and batten sid'ing,
tall chimneys and long windows. Few examples of Downing's pure Gothic style
survive in Lane County.

0f the Gothic Revival, the second and most popular version was a vernacular
sty'le that appeared in rural areas from about 1870 to 1900. Sometimes known
as the Western Farmhouse, the building was 1-1/2 or two stories talì and had
a gabl e roof . Several bui 1 di ng pl ans vúere cornmon I ocal 'ly. The si mpl est of
them was a synmetrical T-shape (a'large kitchen wing in back), measuring
three to five bays across, with a small central gable over the front door.
Another cormon form was L-shaped, with the front door on the gable end and
the kitchen and dining rooms in the opposite wing, opening onto the front
yard. A cross-shaped pl an was a'l so used.

All versions of the Gothic Revival sty'le emphasized vertical lines in their
desi gn and detaÍ I . Ji gsaw work--or "gi ngerbread"--frequently embel'l i shed
(flat) porches and eaves; in rare cases, this same detail also appeared on
barns and other outbuildings. Horizontal weatherboard s'iding was used until
I875, when shi p1 ap became popu'l ar.

Italianate. In rural Lane County, modified forms of the lta]ianate style
appeared from lB80 into the first decade of the 20th century. Loca'lly, the
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style t{as characterized by a 1ow-pitched hipped roof, with broad, bracketed

eaves above a paneìled entablature. Buildings were one or two stories tall
ãñ¿, in most càses, syrmetrically arranged; a.small central porch flanked by

¡âV'wlndows was sometimes used tô reinforce that effect. 1/1 or 2/2
aoi¡Ule-hung sash windows added vertical emphasis.

A simple, one-story cottage with central entrance and bracketed eaves was

ulio õopúlar beforä lgOO. After that time, decorative elements like brackets
ne.ã i.äuced in size or omitted altogether, and the style was distinguishable
only by its flat roof form and boxy massing.

A later version of the ltalianate style--from the late .l800's to
1920--featured a steep-pitched 9ab'le roof form.

he hallmarks of the Queen Anne style,
subdued than their urban
al Queen Anne home combined various
ther) with porches and surface
ship-lap and Patterned shingìes
, in turn, punctuated with a varietY
s were sometimes incorporated from

other, earlier styles. Modified versions of the Queen Anne style eliminated
ñãä.fv ãil decoraiiuã detuil, so are identifiable primarily by their compìex

mas si ng.

Bungalow and Craftsman. A maiority of homes surviving from the historic
óã.ïõa in Lun. County were executeà in the Bungaìow sty1e, which was popular
-rrom 

l g05 to 1930. lt 'is 'l ikely that some bungalows in the sunvey area were

purèhased as precut kits from companies in the Northwest.

Bunga'low design emphasized the building's organic sources by way of'low,
horízontal maising', varied surface materials, and exposed structural
rãmuãii. fhe bajíó rectangular one-story bungalow sat high off the ground

inà rru¿ a broad porch or veranda across the front. Porch_supports were

iäiiá,-añd w..e ióreilmes massively piered or. battered. The low-pitched hip
ó. gãblã roof had broad overhanging eav_es wjth exposed rafters, purlins or

braões. The attic level was sorietimes lit by means of dormer wjndows with
oable. hio. or shed roofs. Double-hung wjndows with small panes in the upper

íash were'tfre nallmark of Bungalow or Craftsman homes.

The Craftsman style was based on many of the same aesthetic principles used

ìn-Ounõalow desiin: fine craftsmanship, structura'l honesty and use of
Åãtu..i materjalé. Like the bungalow, it featured 'large open-porches, a
i'ou¿-pitcn.¿-r,ip õi gãule roof anã expósed wooden structural e'lements. The

Craftsman home, howäver, was larger and boxÍer than the bungalow, standing

1-l/z or two súo.iãi tai't ; the aãded height encourageg thg use.of multip'le
.ooî pianes. Certain decórative elements, _such as half-timbering or
¿ããorãtive woodwork, sometimes lent the style a Tudor, Japanese or Swiss

fl avor.
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l,lhen the interior floor pìan was in quarters--that is, four rooms on the
first floor and four on the second--the house was conmonìy ca1'led a

Foursquare.

Twentieth-Century Period Revlvals. Traditiona'l architectural styles were
popularized from the teens to the thirties by a number of American trade
publications. In Lane County, revival buildings may be categorized on the
basis of only one or two distinctive elements applied to the basic vernacular
form. The following is a description of the three most frequent'ly seen in
Lane County.

Locally, the Mission style was adopted in extremely modified terms. Emphasis
on horizontal lines and squat proportions was achieved through the use of
projecting roof beams, round-arched window and door openings and low-pitched
tile roofs. Stucco was the most conmon wall finish.

Colonial Revival refers to a simple l-l/2-story rectangu'lar buiìding that was
synmetricaìly organized. A low-pitched gable roof was most cormon, but
hipped and gambrel forms were also used. The wood-frame Colonial Revival
home was sided with shingles or clapboards, and was often painted white.
Small-paned windows, fan'lights a4d sidelights illuminated the home. In
front, a small centraì porch with pediment and classical columns was often
seen.

The most distinctive feature of the picturesque English Cottage style was the
steeply-pitched gable or half-hip roof with rolled eaves Ímitating a thatched
roof. Several asyrmetrical roof forms often covered the I -1 /Z-story
building. A steeply-pitched entrance vestibule was corrmon to the simplest
cottage. Mul ti-paned wi ndows ( sometimes I attíce casements ), round windows,
and arched recessed openings'lent depth to wall surfaces, which were finished
with brick, stucco, half-timbering, shingìes or horizonta'l siding, often in
combi nati on.

School s

A school building was usually the first cornmunity center in a rural area, and
often doubled as a church or public hall. The earliest log school was
frequently bui'lt by a famíly--one with a number of school-age children--on
their own property. TypÍcally, the schoo'l was a simple one-story, one-room
gabled structure with an entrance at the gable end and, perhaps, a cupola
with bel'l over the entrance. Behind the school were two privies, a wood shed
and a wel'|. Schools vúere often located at a road crossing in an open
setting, wÍth a row of maple trees surroundíng the site.

According to several reminíscences, the first schoolhouse in the tlillakenzie
area was a log structure located on the Eben Stewart claim (Section 2l).
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Mah'l on llarl ow heì ped wi th the constructi on of the school house, wlti ch was

raised on April 20,1852.

In .¡854, the Bogart school district was established on the Bogart DLC, just
west of-the Stewart claim on liillakenzie Road. l4any of the area's
youth--l ike Cal Young--were_educated in this buil ding. A_ l9l2 photograph

Éñ.;; the ijmple, ga6le-roofed schoollrouse. (See Figure 
.l2.) 

The

Willuk.ntie School is now located on that earlier school site'

Another early school servjng students at the southern end of the district was

started in l-AgO by area resìdents on land donated by Frances Harlow, tvidow of
llui,rton Harl ow. T-lre school was known for a time as the Harlow School , the
Cñãt. School , the Pruneville Schoo'l and, f inally, the Garden l,JfJ School . In

ãóóéã.ãñðes,'this school was nearly ìdentica'l to the þJillakenzie School: a

iiñói. rectángular bui'ldin9 with gab'le roof and gable-end entrance covered by

a small porch. Inside the school $ras

.a black pot-bellied stove jn the center of the room. The back

wall was painted black and was used as a blackboard. 0n the opposite
wall was the entrance and on either side of the door were hooks for
coats. The windows on the side walls furnished the only'lìght as there

Flgure 12. Iike most community
uas simþle and utilitarian. (Lane

buíldings, tbe willakenzie Scbool, þictured bere around 1912,
County Historical Museum, Negatiue #19V/L76-552)
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were no kerosene ìamps. There were two rows of desks on ejther side of
the stove, facing the b'lackboard. They were fastened together and two
people sat at each desk. The dç¡ks were of varying sizes to
accormodate all ages of pupil s.+r

The school was located iust wjthin the eastern-most boundary of the survey
a rea.

Cemetery

Most early rural cemeteries were sited on private property, and were intended
strictly for family use. Later, conununity cemeteries were often located on
an elevated site, where the dearly departed might enjoy a scenic view of the
surrounding countryside or, possibly, his or her own home.

The only cemetery serving the Willakenzie area, the Gillespie Cemetery, is
located on the north side of Gil'lespie Butte. The cemetery is, in fact, the
second burial sÍte on the Jacob Giìlespie DLC; the first was origina'l1y
located near the Gillespie home, but may have been moved to higher ground
because of frequent flooding. The butte is one of only two elevated sites in
the area. A rare, relative'ly undisturbed patch of oak savanna vegetafion
dating from pre-settlement time is also located further up the butte.++

The Gillespie Cemetery was donated (for $l) to the Gillespie Cemetery
Association in lB95 by Jacob and Elizabeth (Goodpasture) Gi'l1espie. The
Association's officers and board members, a'l'l descendants of past trustees,.-
continue to oversee the operation and financiaì management of the cemetery.4s

Gol f Course

Golfing became a popular pastime around the turn of the century as
middle-class Americans enjoyed increased leisure time and greater
prosperity. The go'lf course r,'Jas a specialized sort of landscape feature
designed specifically for this outdoor sport. One of the first clubs in
Eugene area t.las located on a large tract of land in the southern part of
survey, once part of l,lal ker Young's ori gi nal DLC. The gently roì'l i ng
landscaper once used for grazing I ivestock, ìl,as ideally suited for golf
course development. In the'1920s, the Eugene Golf Club (now the Eugene
Country Club) was known as one of the best go'lf courses Ín the state.

43 Daye M. Hulin, "l'liIIiam Stevens and George Armitage," Lane County

the
the

ryith the City of Eugene for maintaining it+5 Taken from Kay Matti son' s "Gi I I espi e
(University of 0regon term project, l9BB).

Historian (Vol. II), p. 26.++-fm top of thé butte is owned by EWEB, who entered into an agreement
as a park.
Butte: A Historical Perspective"
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Although most of the vegetation there has been p'lanted, this green space

lends ãistinctive charaðter to the area and, in a limited way, acts as a

nature preserve when compared to adiacent subdivísions.

The Qakrvay Golf Course, located iust north of the Country Club, was

established some years later. Another course was recent'ly comp'leted on Ayres
Road.

Grange

In rural areas, social'institutions such as schools, churches, granges and

lodges played án important role in creat_ing and maintaining a sense of
.õ*ñuñl[V.- The schôo]house, as previously described, was genera'l'ly the first
conmunit! center in a rura neighborhood. Later, other buildings were

designed for more specific uses.

Cn May 
.¡0, 19.¡3, 64 residents of the l,lillakenzie neighborhood attended a

meeting ai ttre Bogart School for the purpose of forming a local Grange. C.A.

ni.. nãt elected ñirst Master. By September of that yearr a site on

Willakenzie Road was purchased from Mrs. Abe Bogart for $250. Quick'ly, a

i*o-iiory hall measuring 32 by 60 feet was constructed there at a cost of
ãUóui $l ,ZOO. Like mosi corrununity bui'ldings, the Grange ha1'l was simple and

utilitarian: rectangular, with gabìe roof and entrance on the_gab'le end. 4
itou. was donated anã an órgan purchased from the schoo'l for $5, the cost of

ld in the newtrall on November 15.
enough for 23 horses and surreys--and
Although the horseshed and privìes

ont'inues to stand on its originaì

Distribution Patterns of Resource Types

The method used to jdentify potential and existing historjc_resources was

tìrpiã, iggO aerial photoóràphs were studied to identify a]l structures and

ãiiliñctive landscape'teatúrei present at that time. Aerial photos from 1986

n.rã ifr.n examine¿ fo determine if the 1936 resources still existed. No

ô..ãiòiiu. jcf,er. was used to determine the distribution of propert'ies.

Resources identified from aerial photographs were p'lotted on an area map.

The resources were field checked ifrrougn a windshield survey whose exc'lusive
puipor. was to J.iitV their continued ðxistence. Further research on each

titã is required to äetermine and document any historic significance.

46 Harl ow, n. p.
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Approximately 175 structures were identjfied in 1936 aeriaì photographs of
the entire l¡Jillakenzie area. By comparing those aerials with .l986 aerjal
maps,74 structures were found to have survived from that period; another 56
landscape resources were also identified (see Treatment section).

Nearly seventy percent of the architectural resources identifjed in the 1936
aerial no longer exist. The highest proportion of historic resources
existing sìnce .l936 is concentrated in the area north of Crescent Avenue,
which still contajns 30 of 55 structures that predate .l936. 

The area of
greatest loss is in the vicinity of Coburg Road just north of the river; west
of Coburg Road and south of Cal Young Road, only eight of more than sixty
sites identified in 1936 aerials still exist. All eleven resources on Coburg
Road between Harlow Road and the Ferry Street Bridge have been destroyed
since 1936. Except for a few landscape features, the heavi'ly developed
residential areas aìong Oakway and Gilham Roads have also lost all trace of
historic fabric.

The pattern of development of this area explains many of the above
observations and the reason for property loss over time. Repeatedly since.l936, large tracts of land that were originally farmsteads (each of which
contajned a few residences, barns and outbuildings) were sold to deve'lopers
who carved out subdivisions from the individual parcels. More often than
not, the existÍng buildings were destroyed because of the large area that
such a groupjng of buildings occupied. However, trees, orchards and other
landscape features from these origina'l homesteads can sometimes still be
i denti fi ed.

A smaller but not insignificant factor in the loss of resources involved
cormercial development in the Coburg Road corridor. Loss of two potential
resource sites has occurred along this route bebveen 1986 and 1989, alone.

Those structural resources that still exist fall into one of the following
three categories:

a) 0ld farmstead buildings that were preserved when subdivisions u,ere
established. Few examples of this class still exist, but one such a
structure i s the Cal Young home on Cal Young Road.

b) llomes that were built prior to 1936 on parcels of land not part of
a large tract. These homes are often of a modest size and constructed in the
bunga'low style, such as the Elmer Harlow house on Harlow Road.

c) Structures that remain associated with farms or 'large tracts of
1and, often in the urban transition region, and which have not yet been
victims of housing development pressures. Examples of this class are the
string of farmhouses and outbui'ldings along County Fann and Ayres Roads. The
buildings there are especialìy noteworthy because they stÍ1ì retain elements
of the original agricu'ltural 'landscape. Notwithstanding their continued
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existence, these resources are threatened by the same factors that doomed

many other pre-l 936 structures.

-34-



SECTION III: EVALUATION

In establ'ishing a historic context, for the l,lillakenzie area, potential
historic resources were identified by location. No specific information was
gathered concerning sty'le, age, or physical ìntegrity of individual sites or
properties. For that to be accomp'lished, a historic survey must first be

implemented. Information gathered during the survey identifies resources
that reflect the history and contribute to the unique character of the
conmunity. Planners may use inventory information to monitor and channel new

devel opment i n ways that accommodate the cornmuni ty' s i rrep'l aceabl e hi storic
resources.

one purpose of this report is to provide a context by which future surveyors
may determine the relative significance of bui'ldings or sites in the area.
This section of the report will discuss the various criteria used to evaluate
the sign'ificance of those historic resources.

Historic Significance

The Natíona'l Register of Historic Places, established in ì935, was designed
to be an authoritative guide for identifying hìstoric resources of 1oca1,
state and national significance. Throughout the United States, governments,
private groups and individuals use the criteria established by the National
Park Service as a standard for evaluating historic resources. The I'lational
Register criteria for evaluating historic significance are as follows:

The quality of significance in American history, architecture,
archaeology, and culture is present in districts, sites, bui'ldìngs,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, material s, workmansh'ip, feel ing, and association, and:

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or
that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
di stinction; or

D. that have yiel ded, or tnay be I ikely to yieì d, information
important in prehistory or history.

All nom'inations to the National Register are reviewed aga'inst these criteria
to establish historic signifícance. Most local governments have also adopted
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the national standards in order to provide the protection and benefits
ava.ilab1e through Federal programs, as well as to comp'ly with connnunity

development bloðk grant envjronrnental review requìrements. In Eugene,

Ñãtionäl Register ðriteria have provided a framework for evaluating resources
jn the conmúnity context and have been adopted virtually unchanged into the
City's Historic Preservation Ordinance.

gne important function of these criteria is to establish a distinct period of
significance for each resource considered. -If, for instance, a building is
áeËme¿ sìgnificant because it was occupied for a time by a famous person, 

_

iñÀn tn. ñome's significance is associated with that period of occupancy. 0n

ifrã où¡ãr ñañ¿, á iarm operation owned by three generations of_one fami'ly has

a much longer period of signjllcance. - The importance of establishing
ðf,iðñöloõïðãl ir'gnificance-will be referred to in the following section.

Individual resources which might qualify for protection ane usuaììy
ilructurðs, with associated lãndscape fèatures. In the trJ'illakenzie area'
with a h'isiory rooted in agriculture, such Índividual resources are most

liÈãtv to be Éouses or cor¡iunity buiìdings. However, solitary ìandscape
featu-res of specì al si gn'i f i cance mi ght a1 so qual i fy'

Isolated agricultura'l resources often have little associated historic
sionificance by themselves, unless they are the best extant example of a

ãeñiain type oî structure. However, an assembly of such buildings and

iãn¿icape'features (a farm unit) may have__s'ignificance as a group that they
iil[-ã;-individual structures. In the l,lillakenzie area, severa] such

aisembljes exist and should be evaluated as a group when assessíng their
si gn'i f i cance and i ntegri tY.

Historic IntegritY

Another important consideration in the evaluation of historic resources js
their historic integrity, which essentially refer¡rto fgl intact the original
iäãtu.ur-of that resource are. Does the resource+/ still retain the

ified it as an example of a particular
estion may involve a number of related
for instance, considers location,
ship as contributing to a building's
equally in determining whether:

A. The property is in its original setting and remains essentially as

orig'inally constructed or fabricated;

B. Sufficient origina'l workmansh'ip and material remajn to show the
construction technique añd sty'listic character of a given period;

By definition, a property, structure, obiect or site'47
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C. The jnmediate settíng of the property retains the planting scheme,
plant materials or land uses of the relevant historic period or the
I andscaping ì s consi stent wi th that peri od;

D. The property contributes materia'l1y to the architectural continuity
or scheme of the street or nei ghborhood.

Item C refers to a point made earlier concerning a resource's period of
significance (here, re'levant historic period). When evaluating resources, it
should be kept in mind that the historic integrity of any given resource is
determined in relation to its period of significance, ê.g.the condition of
the bed when George Washington slept there, or the appearance of a
l9th-century bui'lding when it served as a stop on the underground railroad.
If the underground railroad home was handsomely remodelled in ì928, has the
building thus lost its historic integrity? Yes, because all vestige of that
hjstoric association has presumabìy been erased. If, however, the
remodelling was designed by El'lis Lawrence, then the bui'lding might assume a
new period of significance in association with this prominent 2Oth-century
archi tect.

IndÍvidual Resources

Determinations of historic integrity are fair'ly straightforward when
considering individual sites or structures. The question is whether or not
the essential historic form of the property has been altered or impaired. If
not--that is, jf the resource "is essentia'lly as constructed/fabricated in
i ts ori gi na'l setti ng, and i t demonstrates ori gi na'l workmanshi p, matç¡i a'l s ,
and character"--then the resource would be deemed virtualìy intact.+u

If slightly altered, the resource "has minor, appropriate, or easily
reversibìe alteratÍons to its original condition lbut] tne originaì historic
character is still cìear'ly conmunicated." Although a certain measure of
alteration is allowable under this category, most stylistic characteristics
(porches, bays, decorative trim) should be present, siding materials should
be intact, and waìì openings retained with limited modification. An

acceptable level of modification míght, for instance, be a windovl
enìargement, providÍng it is compatible wÍth the bui'lding's historic style;
installation of picture windows on a vernacular farmhouse would be
unacceptabl e.

If a resource "has inappropriate and/or non-reversib'le modifications which
substantially obscure its historic character" then it is judged very
altered. In many cases, addition of an exterior stairïray can result in a

48 Definitions are drawn from Eugene's "Cultural Resource Inventory Field
Gu i de.
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loss of historic integrity to this degree. Again' surveyors should be

remjnded that if the ãlterat'ion $,as made within the bui'lding's historic
pÀriôà,-then it may be regarde{ as part of the structure's incremental growth

and, thus, an appropriate modification.

I'lul tÍ pl e Resources

Having determined the significance of a farm unit, integrity is_an important
issueã which must be resólved, as with any other resource. (Unlike other
resource types, farm units might also present the problem of selecting
boundaries- consi stent with the period of significance. )

Groupings of buildings that might qualify for nomination must all come from
the samã period of significance. In addition, the various structural and

landscape components ihould all retain the same orig-ina'l spatial and

functio'nal reiationships. These components wilì, of course, include
buildings and associated trees, but should also include fences, corrals,
lãraensl orchards, irrigation cana'ls, etc. In short, any feature associated
*it¡t ttré function of the farm as a whole should be considered. Addition of
tuit¿ings or landscape features from outside the period of significance need

not detÉact from the significance of a farm unit if they do not dominate on

óvenvhelm the older fealures and if they were added as part of the normal

Àuõtution of the farm unit. However, alterations to structures in the group

sincà the period of significance must be considered with the same rigor as in
the evaluation of indivi¿ual resources. l,lhen dealing with a group, however,_

the importance of the altered building to the group may be considered as well
ii tf,.'effect of the alteration on that building. The most important guidìng
ðón..pt is that the group relate or portray the idea of a function'ing farm or
ranch.

Additional guidance on'issues related to the farm unit is available in
National negister Bulletin #30. The State Historic Preservation 0ffice
rãpo.i,' "0Éegon's Agricul tural Devel opment: A Hi storic Context", presently
aväilable only in drãft, may aìso provide useful information.

Regi strati on

There are two designated historic landmarks within the survey boundaries.
fnã first, the Caì Young house at 16'10 Cal Young 

-Road., 
was desi.gnated. a City

Historic úandmark on Jañuary 26,1976. The second, the Elmer Harlow house at
Zggl Harlow Road, was designated a City Historic Landmark in July of .l978.

fñe Harlow house'was a'lso i'¡sted on thê National Register of Historic Places
on FebruarY 12, 1980.
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SECTION IV: TREATilENT

Today's intense development pressures in the l.lillakenzie area indicate a

serious need for resource management p'lanning. l4uch of the area's growth has
been concentrated along the Coburg Road corridor which has, as a result,'lost
most of its historic fabric. Elsewhere in the neighborhood, the transition
from agricultura'l to residentíal land use has been less intrusive, with fewer
conmercial intrusions, conflicts, or loss of character. Nevertheless,
residents and planners have both recognized the significant risks posed by
uncontro'lled deve'lopment, particularly in the area of natural and historic
resources. The þliìlakenzie refinement planning process was initiated in June
of 1988 to address those and related issues.

Planning goals adopted by a citizen pìanning team appointed to that project
(meeting notes, April 6,1989) recognized the need "to preserve important
landmarks and historic resources" as well as "provide for the protection and
enhancement of. .significant natural resources in the Willakenzie
area. . ." The treatrnent section of this historic context is intended to
provide some direction towards those goa'ls.

Survey and Research Needs

A total of 130 historic resounces were identified in a reconnaissance survey
of the Willakenzie area; these included 74 structures and 56 landscape
features. Eleven resources in the Armitage Road area were included in that
tally, aìthough they are located outside City iurisdiction. Most jdentified
resources were homes, landscapes and outbuiìdings associated with the
neighborhood's rural agricu'ltural past. Although useful, this cursory s'ite
"count" is only the first step in developing mechanisms for protecting
significant resources. The next crucjal step is to specifically ìdentìfy
those resources through an historic inventory. Eugene's city inventory
identifìes potentially historic sites by'location and describes their
physical characteristics in terms of construction materials, architectural
style, plan shape, condition, alterations, etc. A photograph and site plan,
alông with a brief statement of significance, are also included on each
inveñtory form. F'indings are then compiled and eva'luated as an aid to
developing preservation planning strateg'ies. For this to be accomplished in
the l,lillakenzie area, however, several points beyond the scope of this
historjc context should receive further study.

Survey Needs

Historical'landscape features are eloquent reminders of our comnunity's
past. Moreover, the value of landscape features often 'increases considerabìy
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as they change with time. Indiv'idual trees acquire evermore impressive
ãìmensions añd character as they mature. Native plant corrnunities such as

oak savanna and qrasslands can disappear with tine'if they are not managed to
maintain them in-their original state. If we wish to acknowledge 'landscape

features as important histõric resources within our community, we need to
ident'ify and evaluate them before they are lost or destroyed.

To that end, a complete inventory of significant landscape features and

natural resources should be part of any comprehensive historic survey of the
t,lil'lakenzie area. Shade and orchard trees planted around farm sites'in the
Tgi¡-äñá-eár]y 20th centuries are a distinctive feature of local land use

páii.rnt and ihould be recorded, as should the native trees predatt'!9
Éuro-Rmerican seitlement. Entire plant and animal cornmunities still exist in
ã-rãlaiivety undisturbed state in some swales and former river channels.
Ëu.ñ ðñ fig-hty ¿istur:Þed sites such as the delta ponds, lglyfll vegetat'ion is
..ðt ui*l ng-thä si te. 49 These areas serve as important wi 'ldl i fe hab'i tat i n

uÃ-lñc.eáéingly urbanized part of Eugene., Furthermore, as more land is
ãäu.ìóp.ã, iñe-few remaining sr.rales ãnd sloughs may be filled in or othen¡ise
iériouily disturbed, and thése landscape remnants may be lost forever.
éðattereä oak savanña remnants in the southeast and northwest sections of the

survey area, as wel 'l as Gi'l I espi e Butte, are exampl es of si gnì f i cant
landsðape resources that might warrant preservation.

Research Needs

pre-settlement sites also need more thorough investigation than this report
irai provide¿. Local Indian history essentially ended in the late lB50's when

the Katapuya tribes l{ere moved by Feder
Reservation near Willamina. Still, the
remi ni scences of pi oneer settl ers. Ac

father $ras approached ìn 1853 or .l854

I and; Young traded a sack of hog Peas
his property--now the Eugene Coúntry Club--bears the name of "Indian Liza."
Ëu"tñ.i-iesäarch on the úopic of native activity in_the.alqa and the
I ãenii f i cati on ôt árchaeol'ogì cal resource si tes woul d yi e'l d a broader base

from whjch to interpret events and artjfacts.

ough the eastern edge of the surveY
marketing trends. 0n1Y Passing

cal documents to the Armi tage frei ght
Game Farm Roads. I'lhat i s the

ìopment? I'lhat remains of the site?
ght also be addressed in greater depth

here.

For more detaiìed information, see city of Eugene Delta Ponds Study.49
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The issue of migrant farm labor also r.úarrants further study. Most written
material regarding farm harvesting focuses on the contribut'ion of local
laborers. Thus fãr, no written docu¡nentation of migrant workers, or the
workers'camps reputedly located in the Ferry Street Brìdge area, has been

located. (See Figure 1 3. )

The Lane County Farm was located for many years on Coburg Road at Kinney
Loop. What was the relationship between that institution and the local
population? Why was the County Farm located there?'rJhat was its history?

Finally, a thematic study of floricr¡lture within this district may be

appropriate, g'iven jts local assocìations with various family and business
histories (Chase, Pruitt, etc. )

Flgure 13. " Cbildren of migrant uorkers gatbering at uater þumþ at tbe Ferry Street Bridge
settlernent outside of Eugene." - 1949. (Oregon llislorical Society, Negatiue *14540)

I'
ñt
I

&

æ
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Treatment Strategies

The inclusion of historic preservatÍon in local general p'lans is mandated in
the state's land use planning goals and guidelines through the provisions of
Goal 5. Appropriate implementation measures are derived from historic
inventories. The inventory identifies historic sites and provides
information about each site which is evaluated for historic significance and,
finally, incorporated into long-range planning strategies.

Historic InventorY

In terms of continuity, the inventory and evaluation of resources in the
survey area would be most meaningful if conducted cooperatively with
Sprinófield, which shares some significant early history with the Wiìlakenzie
ñäighÚornooã. Rather than al'low i-5 to create an artifÍcial division of the
h.isioric l.lillamette Forks area, it might work to the benefi t of both cities
to combine forces in inventory work there. That way, corrÍnon themes might be

identified on a broader scale and connected in some way with established
regional sites such as Dorris Ranch. For purposes of comprehensive planning,
the same approach might also be apptied to the documentation of other parts
of the Eugene urban transition area as a whole.

The format for inventory of each site cou'ld follow the standard inventory
form previously adopted by the City of Eugene for use in other metropolitan
areas. Howevei, when documenting a farmstead or other group of buildings,
ihorough documeñtatíon of the relationship between structures and landscape
ãlãmen[s within the appropriate hÍstoric boundarÍes of the site shou]d be

emphasi zed.

With the completion of an inventory, a number of strategies may be adopted to
insure the protection of historic properties in the l.|illakenzie/Urban
Transition areas.

Landnark Nominations

In addition to indivÍdual landmark nominations, multiple resources can also
be recognized as a group. Over the past ten years, national trends in
ó.eseruãtion planniñg häve been "towàrd a more comprehensive designation
ãrõãess" such'-as dislrict nominations, and multiple resource and thematic
ñominations.50 Resources wi thin the l,lillakenzie area might easiìy.'lend
ifremsetves towards a thematic grouping such as agriculture or horticuìture,
iòr example. gne aspect of gróup designation which should be noted is the
potential for associated tourism and economic development dollars. A recent

50 Hisashi Sugaya, "Historic
Planning Department, 

.l983), 
P.

Preservation in Eugene" (City of Eugene

6.
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study for the State Tourism Council identified historic sites and nuseums as
the third most popular destination for 0regon visitors. As a group,'loca1
landmark ov',ners might be able to capìtalize on this historic interest by
coordinating with similar theme sites in the region or state.

Local Historic Ordinances and Citizen Involvement

Historic resources located withjn the incorporated survey area are provided
some measure of protection by the Historic Preservation Ordinance in the
Eugene City Code. The "donut" of unincorporated areas surrounding the city,
however, falls outside the purview of any such regu'latory protection. It is
crucia'|, therefore, that the same level of protection afforded by the City's
Preservation 0rdinance be extended to all urban transition areas. One option
may be to adopt similar policy language into land use regu'lations affecting
those transitional areas. A temporary solution may be to initiate a
voluntary compliance program which relies on citizen participation; although
not enforceabìe, it can be as effective as regu'lation, especially if it is
accompanied by a strong public education element.

Preservation Incentives

Eugene's historic preservation ordinance provides a certain measure of
protection to local landmarks and National Register properties. By
ord'inance, hístoric landmarks are "subject to special regulations for
development, aìterations, moving, demo'lition, restoration and maintenance."

Locally, landmark owners are eligible for low-interest loans for the repair,
maìntenance, rehabilitation or restoration of their buildings through the
city's Historic Loan Fund. Similarly, a specia'l assessment program
available through the state offers a ì5 year property tax freeze on the
assessed value of National Reg'ister propert'ies. The program js designed to
encourage landmark ovì,ners to preserve or improve the condjtion of that
property without suffering an increase in taxes on it. The Federal
government also offers tax credits for rehabilitation of National Register
properti es.

0ther publìc and private incentive programs focus on energy conservation,
coÍrnerc'i al revi tal i zati on, and bus i ness devel opment. The Nati onal Trust for
H'istoric Preservation, for instance, operates a very successful rural
preservatìon program which provides assistance in the re-use and renovation
of old barns for new agricultural purposes.

To the extent possible, owners of historic properties should be advised of
the benefits of preserving and rehabilitating landmarks, and should be
informed of the various programs available to them for those purposes. This
might be accomplished through a 'larger citizen awareness program. If
administered concurrently with inventory work, such a program could enhance
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Dublic interest in preservation activities in the areq. Funding for such a

piógrám might be avâilable through Grants-in-Aid and Certified Local

Govérnment ( CLG) programs at the state I evel '

No matter what strategy is ímp'lemented, the success of further preservation
activi ty i n the area ãópends 

'l argeìy on.the- responsiveness of Wi I I akenzi e

residenis. For that reâson, community involvement is iust as important as

government support, and shoúld continue to be part of future planning efforts.
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