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ABSTRACT

The l{cKenzie Ranger District of the l,lillamette National Forest,
0regon is relocating its work center to the site of the present
ranger station, an area which was also the site of the Beìknap
Civilian Conservation Corps Camp. A field survey of the camp
area encountered physical remains of the camp's structures as
well as the various activitÍes which took place there. A
historic research project involving primary and secondary source
materials, including oral history interviews, was undertaken
concurrently with a site testing and evaluation. Results of the
site evaluation indicate that despite significant ground
disturbance to the site, the site is eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places. Management
recoomendations a¡e made which are designed to preserve physical
remains which still have historic signficance and research
values, continue data recovery efforts through historic research
including oral histories, and to provide interpretive
opportunities for the general public.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Ab stnact
þrõ¡äði-óåi*ip¿i.;; : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : .
Existing Data and Literature Review
Environmental Setti ng. .
Inventory and Evaluation Methods
Inventory and Evaluation Results:

Historic Context
History of the Belknap CCC Camp
Physícal Description of the Property..
Historic SignifÍcance . ....

Recormendatíons
Signature Page.
Bibiliography
Appendices ( incl uding photographs) :

A: Site fonn and Attachments A, B, and C
B: 0ral History of CCC Enrollee - Evan Jones.......
C: Oral History of CCC Enrrcllee - Jim Drury
D: 0ral HÍstory of F.S. CCC Foreman - Fred Bloomer.

I: Photographs of Camp Belknap dismantling and
the lvlcKenzie Ranger StationJ: Photographs of historic artifacts inventoried
in survey area A.

I
L-2
3
4
5-6
7 -9

10-28
29-33
34-35
36-37
38
39-50

52-56
57 -66
67-90
91 - 113

114 - 146
t47 - 149
150 - 160

161 - 173

174 - 181

L82 - 192

0:
Maps:

A:
B:
C:
D:

K: Photographs of historic artifacts inventoried
in survey area B .. 193 - 202

L: Photographs of historic artifacts inventoried
in survey anea C .. 203 - 221

M. Photographs of historic artifacts inventoried
in survey arca D 222 - 247
Excavation photographs for A2, 81, and 833
incl uding artifacts recovered.
Photocopy of 1937 Yearbook for CCÖ Company 927 ..
Location of McKenzie Ranger Station...
l'lcKenzie Ranger Station: Existing Land Use
McKenzie Ranger Station: Site Development Plan..
l4cKenzie Ranger Station: Major Topographic
Features
ItlcKenzie Ranger Station: Historic Artifact
Locati ons . .
Site Plan Belknap Camp circa 1939.

248 - 263
264 - 353

355
356
357

358

359
360F



I. PRû]ECT DESCRIPTION

In compliance with Public Law 89-655, Public Law 96-515, 94
Stat. 2987, and other pertinent Federal law, a cultural resource
inventory was conducted for the lvlcKenzie Ranger Station Site
Development Pìan utilizing a partial field inventory technique
to identify any cultural resources present so that protective,
mítigative, and/or management measures, including data recovery,
can be taken. As the site area was known to have been the
location of the Belknap Cívilian Conservation Corps Camp, the
cultural resource work for this project included site testing and
evaluation and preliminary data recovery.

The lhKenzie Ranger Station site deveìopment plan provides for
the relocatim of tlre District's work center from Horse Creek
Road to the ranger station location, approximately three miìes
east of lvlcKenzie Bridge, 0regon (Map A). The site wÍll be
developed over a nurùer of years beginning with FY84 (Maps B and
C). Funding for the first phase of site deveìopment has been
secured; implennntation of the other phases is contingent upon
additional funding.

The site developnrent plan Ís as follows:

FY84:
clear area for buildings and green fleet parking
build an access road with a pit run rock surface

FY85:
construct gas house

FY86:
construct tree cooler

FY89:
construct warehouse
pave green fleet parking lot
Ínstall fencing

FY9O:
build employee parking lot
construct employee bunkhouses

FY 90 or I ater:
additions to ranger station
construct resÍdential trailer area

l,lork planned for FY 84 wiìl be accomplished by a single Pubìic
tlorks Contract to include Iogging, clearing and grubbing stumps,
and road construction. All roads and the green f'leet parking
area will receive pit run rock (6 inches minus) and approximately
2-4 inches of maintenance rock will be laid on the road surface



and tree cooler loading area. Phase I is scheduled to cormence
in August of 1984.

Legal Descriptions: T.165, R.6E, Section 17

Transportation Access: The project area can be accessed by way
of Oregon Highway 126.

TRI Compartments z 7LL4



II. EXISTING DATA AND LITERATURE REVIEI.J
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Eìevation range for the project area is about 457 meters (1s00
feet). The project area is located on the valley floor of the
McKenzie River which is located apprcximately 10ô meters (330
feet) north. A swampy area and unnamed Cìass IV stream ís
adjacent to the pr^oject area on the south (Map D).

Accor{ing þ_!t'e l,lillamette Natioryr}-(orest Soil Resourcg iInventory (SRI ) the soil s i n the ,laleTbonsÍ st primarily/{hin ,'o-
loams, san(y loams, and loany sanHs-óver very thick, gravelly to
very gravelly cobbly loams with depth to bedrock usually greater
than 36.6 meters (Uetve feet). This is a very deep nonplastic
landtype derived from alluvium, glacial outwash, and glacial
till. Surface litter consists of needles, leaves, ùrigs, and

åitiß3;ålT.o.nuntc 
matter and is 2.54 to 5.08cm thick (one ro

0verstory vegetation consists primarily of second growth Douglasfir and Incense cedar averaging 150 years old. Gróund cover-is
similar to that found throughout the District and includes vine
mapìe, dwarf 0regon-grape, blackberry, l,lestern service berry,
salal. hazelnut, and a variety of other shrubs and herbs.

Tþ (a1. urÐ, used by black-tailed deer and Roosevelt Elk as
winte}-range< Other animal species in the general area include
cougar, bobcat, coyote, black bear, blue grouse, mountain quail,
and a variety of small manmals and birds.

'ù



I V. INVENTORY AND EVALUATION METHOD

The research method used for this project consisted of field work
and historic research utilizing primary and secondary sources.
These two methods were undertakeir concúrrenily, infoimation for
each one complementing the other.

A field survey of the project area was conducted by Jon M.
Sílvermoon, District Archaeologist, and Don Keìley and Bob Clark,
cultural Resource Technicians.- The fierd survey techniqueutilized to identify any cultural resources present in the
project area consisted of east-west transects spaced ten metersaqaf!. These transects were designed to provide 100% coverageof the project area. All culturai materiär encountered was
flagged for later mappÍng (Map E).

A Forest servÍce mapping crew from the cougar Engineering Zone
mapped the site and recorded locational information for all
cultural material which was encountered. This crew consisted of
Jack Long, John Ranscrn, Dawn Pozzani, Dave Blanco, and lrlel Crabb
and was assisted by Jon M. silvermoon, Distríct Archaeologist.
A 1939 sÍte map ar¡d a 1945 aerial photograph of the area were
used to assist with the site mapping.

Jhg site and artifacts left in situ were photographed by Jon M.
silvermoon, District Archaeologist, with the aõsiitance-of Bill
Zukosky, Forest Archaeologist, and Trcy Hall, Cultural Resource
voìunteer. Both black and white prints and õolor srides were
taken.

sub-surface testing of portions of the site was undertaken by Jon
M. Silvermoon with the assistance of Cultural Resource
Technicians Don Kelley and Bob clark and curturar Resource
Volunteer Trry Hall. A line of brelve augur holes spaced four
meters apart was placed diagonally northwest to southeast across
the open field to the east of the Ranger Station. These were
placed to depths ranging from 25 to 50cm.

Portions of bro depressions (42 and 81) in the vicinity of the
proposed grgg!-fleet parking tot were excavated (Map E). Another
depression (833) to ttre souúr of the maÍn area of the CCC camp
v'ras also excavated. In addition, five 50cm square test pits were
excavated b a deptlr of 50cm in the vicinÍty of the proposed
employee parking lot and between that lot and the roäd ieading
to the proposed green fleet parking lot. Aìl fill material was
screened through a I/4 inch mesh screen.

Library research was conducted primarily at the University of
0regon. Microfiìm copies of the Eugene Register Guard from
1933 to 1939 inclusive wene examinffi Library
Association nevúspaper Índex. Eugene Register Guard newspaper
fiìes wene also examined. Othffiude the
research lÍbrary at the Lane county Museum and the map library



at the university of 0regon. A letter requesting assistance was
sent to the Lane County Historical Society.

Historic files at the l.lillamette National Forest's supervisor's
office wene also examined with the assistance of Gale'Buruelì,
Pubìic Affairs specialist. Ron Johnson, south r,riilamette
Dispatcher, who is putting together a history of fire lookouts
on the l.lillamette National Foiest was also cônsulted.

Regional Historian E. Gail rhroop r{as consulted for informatíon
concernÍng other Forest Service ccc camps in the region. Dennis
Roth,_Historian in tlre Washington 0ffice of the Forest Service,
was also consulted and arrangèrents were made for hím to attempt
to facilitate the retrieval of CCC records from the National
Archives concerning Camp Belknap.

Oral histories wer€ conducted in the homes of the persons beÍng
intervÍewed. Names of persons to be intervÍewed wäre initialì!
obtained from the a guest ìist at the hlillamette National
Forest's open house õelebration for the Forest,s fiftieth
anniversary. A letter was sent to each former enrollee
requesting tìeir assistance in compiìing a hÍstory of Camp
Belknap.

The evaluation and determination of eligibility of the Belknap
CCC Camp was maê in consultation with USFS Regional Historian
9li1-Throop and tlilIanrette National Forest Arcñaeologist A.
lrlil liam Zukosky. Eval uation criteria used incl uded those under
36 cFR 60.6 as well as those developed by the Oregon sHpO for the
evaluation of archaeological sites. Criteria of uniqueness,
representativeness, and assocÍative value were used to evaluate
the historic valæ of the camp and, in particular, structural
remains still present.

The archaeological criteria used were a truncated version of the
SHP0 criteria in that the Belknap síte is historic rather than
prehistoric and certain criteria either did not seem applicable
or there was insufficient tinre or information to determine their
qppticabiìity. Criteria used incìuded site integrity and
disturbance, site boundaries, artifact densities-and- variety, and
potential research questions. criteria not addressed incluäéd
site depti, síte components, potential for improving culture
history, potential for dating and lithic sourcing, þotentiar for
faunal and floral analysis, and potential for intra-site features
and strati graphy.



V. INVENTORY AND IVALUATION RESULTS

An examination of the DistrÍct Site Inventory and Site Map
indicated no archaeological sites or isolated finds ín thê
project area. The fieid survey encountered no prehistoric
cul tural resources.

One historic site, the Belknap civilian conservation corps camp,
was inventoried. This sÍt¡ is on historic maps and is cited ininventoried. This sÍt¡ is on historic maps and

historic literature. Physical evÍdence of its presence at
location was also found.

A. Historic Context

s

was
the
rhi

0f all the New Deal agencies, the civilian conservation corps was
Rooseveìt's "personal creatíon" as "he breathed Iife into a'
scattered colìection of ideas¡ (Salmond 1967:g).,, As governor of
New York in 1932, Roosevelt had incorporated the reforestation
of state lands into the state's unempioyment retief program
(Throop 1979:71 .

0f a family and social class steeped in the
philosopty of the Hudson River School, and in the
tenets prupounded by Emerson and Thoreau, FranklinD. Roosevelt was inclined, frqn an early age, to
espouse the spiritual and physical values inherent
in Nature. At the sanre time, he was exposed to
the doctrines of conservation, devetoping the long-
held conviction that conservaúion of the-nation's-
natural resources was essential to continued
progress. The idea of the Civilian Conservation
Corps embodied these two fundanental beliefs. The
Corps would act as a catalyst, bringing together
tvlo wasting national assets, natural resoures and
t'dle young men, in an attempt to reclaim both
(Throop 1979:7-8).

upon assuming office on lvlarch 4, 1933,'Roosevelt moved to create
this agency designed to put urnmployed young men to work in the
forests and national parks. 0n March 21st a draft bilt was sent
to Congress with the President declaring,

I propose to create a Civilian Conservation Corps
to be used ín simple work, not interfering with
normal employnent, and confining ítself to forestry,
the prevention of soil erosÍon, flood control, and
similar projects. I calt your attention to the
fact that this type of work is of definite,
practical value, but also as a means of creatÍng
future national wealth (73rd Congress, lst Session,
Document #6 as cited ín l{il I iams 1983:3)



0n March 3lst the President signed an act authorizing the
creation of the Emergency Conservation l.lork (ECl,t) agency
which was to become popularly known as the Civilian
Conservatíon Corps (Salmond L967:271. It was not until
1937 that the agency was statutorily known as the Civilian
Conservation Corps. The CCC began its existence with a
broad, bipartisan base of support (Salmond 1967:241.

0n April 5, 1933 Roosevelt issued an executive order establishing
the-Emergency Conservation I'lork agency and directing the l,lar,
Agriculture, InterÍor, and Labor Departments to cooþerate with
its work, eadr of these agencies to be represented on an Advísory
Council to the Director of the work relief agency (salmond
1967:31). This order also confirmed Robert Fechner, a respected
labor leader, as director of the CCC. His new agency yúas,

unique in governmental administration because not
one but seyeral agencies and Departments
participated in its operation and administration.
By utilizing the personnel and services of
established Departments, sound administration from
the beginning was assured, and the expenditure oflarç sums for building a nery supply unit and a
large administrative staff was avoided (Throop
1979:13 ) .

Selection of men for the CCC was the job of the Department of
Labor. TIE l.lar Deparünent, and in particular the Amy, was to
enroll the men, feed, clothe, house, and condition them, and
transporL them to the camps. Selection and supervision of
projects was the task of the Interior and Agriculture Departments
through their various bureaus and servíces. Initially these
departments were also assigned the task of camp administration
but, with at the urging of chief forester Major Robert Y. Stuart,
the Army rras reassigned this task with the authorÍty of the
project superintendent limited to working hour: only (Salmond
1967 230-32 ).

The first three r¡onths of the ccc's exr'stence were hectic ones
as the agencies involved attempted to meet Roosevelt's objective
of having 250,000 enrolled men in camps by Juty 1 (salnnnd
L967:26-461. Initial enrpllment was limíted to single men
between eighteen and twenty five and wages were set at $30 a
month with $22 to $25 of that to be sent to an enrollee's famiìy
(Salnpnd 1967 :30 ) .

The program was expanded to veterans and to incìude Native
Anerícans and work on Reservations (Salmond L967:33-37).
Another early decision authorÍsed the enrollment of ?4,375 ìocal
woodsnen to act as technical assistants to project supervisors.
These "local experienced men" (LEMs as they were called) were
usualìy assigned eight to a camp and proved valuable in carrying
out the CCC's míssion. Throop (1979:25) writes,



Fev enncllees had any previous experTence in
carpentry, buÍlding or road construction, or in
ary of the skills necessary to conservation work,
but supervised by forenren of wÍde experience and
taught by Local Experienced Men (LEMs), the
enrolìees learned. The quality of their work
bespeaks the effectiveness of this arrangement,
The project supervisors and crew foremen were Forest
Service employees. The Local Experienced Men were
craftsmen in the building and stone masonry trades
who were othenvise unemployed or in need of work,
and who lived in the project locality. The
employment of Local ExperÍenced Men served bvo
purposes: it supplied local economic relieef, and
it provÍded a necessary source of skill and
experience to accompì ish the scope of the
improvement work pl anned.

Steen (L976:198) writes that

As far as technical forestry was concerned, the
New Deal offered tittle that was new; mary of the
prograns either had been proposed or were in
operation before Roosevelt became president.
Massive funding was the one significant innovation
pressed by the ne{ administration.

In the Pacific Northwest, CCC work on the national forests was
focused on projects that involved reforestation, fire fighting,
insect and disease control, tree imprrcvement, recreational
improvements, truck trails (roadl constructíon, and the
construction of needed adminstrative sites. This work included
the constructim of 396 tookout houses, 28L lookout towers, L47traiì and fire equipnent shelters, 85,000 miles of truck trails
(forest roads), and over 42,000 miles of foot trails. In
addition, over 58,000 miles of telephone lines were strung "as
part of an elaborate forest fire protection and corrnuniation
system." The CCC also spent over 1.1 million person-days fighting
f orest f i res (Ili I I iams 1938:8-10 ) .

Forest Service administrative sites and structures buÍlt by the
CCC included offices, ranger stations, warehouses, machine and
equipment storage buildings, 9ôS and oil buildings, barns and
corrals, and residences. Recreation sites and structures
included cormunity kitchens, trail shelters, and campgrounds
with toilets, garbaç pits, incinerators, camp stoves, and
fireplaces (Throop 1979:36-39).



B. History of the Belknap CCC Camp

Locally, the rapid sequence of events concerníng the CCC's
establishment mirrored the national experience. Lane County's
unemployed responded to the establishnent of Emergency
Conservation l,lor Service headquarters
with phone calìs 1933a, 1933d).
Excitement surro ent concerning the Eugene
CCC Dístríct's developing prpgram which was to employ 1,100 men,
650 on the combined Cascade-Santíam forest (soon to become the
l,li I I amette Nati ona ì Forest ) ( Eugene Regi ster Guard 1933b-c ,
1933e ) .

From April 24th's first announcer¡ent of nine camps for the
district, the number continued to be revised upward to a total
of thirty a month later (Eugene Register Guard 1933f, 1933j-k,
1933o-p). Barracks cons@e Camp began by
May 15th 1933i). Camp Belknap, tyro miles
east of of only three camps in the area
to be se ngs, the others were to be tent
camps (Eugene Register Guard 1933k). Camp Belknap probably got
its na@, which was named after R. S.
Belknap, an early lllcKenzie Valley settler who developed the
springs (I,liltiars 1978).

Lane County's CCC job quota for local enrollees was estabìished
at 369 or 370 (Eugene Register Guard 1933n-n). It was also
announced thatffiodsmn might get jobs
(Eugene Register Guard 1933h).

Camp superintendents for the Eugene District were chosen in late
Mqy with a G. McLennan of Portland appoÍnted to the Belknap post
(Eugene Register Gua¡d 19331). The Eugene district's first
@. Barker, arrivé¿ tn early June (Eugene
Register Guard 1933v).

The first 3-C enrollees were encamped on the Oregon coast by
Mqy 24tn and on Mqy 29tl seventy five .local skilled woodsmen
were selected and sent to construct the Belknap, Fall Creek,
and Rigdon Camps (Eugene Register Guard 1933n, 1933q). Lane
County recruits wffi st week of June and sent
directly to the camps (Eugene Register Guard 1933s).

CCC detachrnnts from St. Louis, Missouri and from Fort Crook,
Nebraska soon arrived, fitling the camps by mÍd June (Eggglg
Register Guard 1933t-u, 1933w-x). Camp Betknap was fuÏy
suppTi-f5-rune llth and assigned one of the Nebraskan
detachrpnts
t¡illiams, a
the Belknap

(Eugene Regi ster Guard 1933u-v ) . l,li ì bur (Bi I I )

ffiman, is quoted as sqying that
enrollees were from Missouri, saying,

I was in charç of a spike (side) camp at Frissel
Crossing. I,le built all of the campgrounds on the

10



South Fork (fikKenzie). The boys were from Missouri
and full of fun and good times, but possessed the
traits for which Missouri is farncus. I remenüer
asking one young fellw who was going to torn to
bring r¡e back a fro (a tool used for making shakes)
for some shelters we were building. When he got
back and I asked him for the fro, he saÍd, "l,lho
do yor¡ think you ane ki dding (l,lil I amette National
Forest, r.d.)"

Positive economic benefits of the CCC to the local economy soon
became apparent. In June bids were sought for the provision
of food supplies to the Eugene district's twenty seven camps
including, for a orìe month perioC, fifty tons of fresh beef,
13,000 dozen €99s, fifty tons of potatoes, 10,000 gaìlons of
fresh milk, sixty tons of flour and bread stuffs, and blenty
five tons of sugar (Eugene RegÍster Guard 1933r).

Eugern area residents responded to CCC requests to aid the
project by supplying recreational including games,
magazines, a 1933y-2, 1933aa).
CCC official ringing entertainment
to the camps It was recounted
in an articl the CCC to fire
calls that the men would shoot craps with their ìoose change
after payday (Eugene Register Guard 1933bb).

At the end of the CCC's first enrollment period,39 of tJte 41
local men at the Belknap Camp reenrolled compared to only 49
of the 167 men frcrn the east 1933dd).
Onìy abut 43% of the 211 men enroìled,
much less than the 2/3 rate expe e District
CCC as a whole.

The Belknap Camp was selected as one of, at first five and then
six wint¡r 3-C camps for Lane County with the men scheduled to
work on phone lines, buildings, and other structures during the
winter (Eugene Register Guard 1933ee-gg).

Associate Regional Forest Inspector A. H. Hodgson, on Decerùer
lst, wrote a rreport critical of the number of men being held
back in Camp Belknap by the arny for "housekeeping detail " noting
that mly 119 of the 2L2 total enrcì lment of the camp was
actually turned over to the Forest Service for work projects
(Hodgson 1933).

The 3-C's were praÍsed for their first half year of work with
Regional Foresten C. J. Buck attributing a record lov in fÍre
loss truck trail building done by
them 1933hh ) . Ray Engì es, lr4cKenzi e
Dist at from June 10 until the end of
0ctober men from the Belknap Camp had put in 14,108 hours of
forest work in constructing 29 miles of telephone lines, 17 mi'les

11



of roads,35 miles of horse trails, six lookout houes, four
firernn's cabins, tryo horse shelters, a garage, five road
bridges, as well as completing a variety of other s¡naller
projects (0regon Journal 1933). The CCC work on the l{iltamette
National ïõïrestTõfTqfJ totaled $323,000 in value (Eugene
Register Guard 1934a).

Camp Beìknap had been corunanded during n¡ost of its first year
by Navy Lieutenant Frank I. Hart with Army Lieutenant R. C.
0'Brien as second in cormand. Alesko (1973) quotes Hart as
sayi ng,

I,lhen I took over the camp it was 9600 in the hole
frtrn expenses and I bailed it ort qyself.... I
always caught the boys goofing off. I swear I must
have been psychic. ry troops called me 'Old Eagle
Eye, the seagoing S0B.'

Hart's crews built Delta Road and he tiked the area so much that
he rented a lot from the Forest Service and hired his crerv to
build a house which served him as his sunrlnr home until his
death.

The spring of 1934 saw the death of Dee I'lright, a Forest Service
Packer for brenty-four years and the foreman of a CCC crerv which
was putting in an view finder in the lava fields atop I'bKenzie
Pass (Eugene Register Guard 1934s). Ray Engles (n.d.), McKenzie
Distr@, describes the circumstances
surrounding l,lri ght's death.

He was rowing a boat full of 3-C's across the river
at the old Scott place when he had a hearü attack.
The doctor at the CC Camp sent him to the hospital
under great protest by Dee who reviled the doctor
in great style for now (sic) knowing better. t{hen
Dee was carried out, the Doctor, his prrcfession
and ancestry were all "blankety-blanks" and loudly
sent to perdition.

While in the hospital one day, and not getting
in¡nediate attention, after pressing the call button,
he hurled a pitcher of water thru the open door
into the hall. He got attention. I saw him while
there and he made it plain that he wanted to get
better right awqy or die, one way or the other,
"---quick" as he put it. He died after spending
three dqys there. His ashes were scattered on
April 24, L934 from a plane along the surmit of
the Cascaê Mountains Ín the l'lcKenzie District of
the }li I I arette Nati ona I Forest .

As a memorial to t{right it was decided to build and nar¡e an
observation house to provide shelter and house the view finder

L2



to be installed at the ìocation (Mitchell 1934a, Eugene Register
Guard 1934u). Plans for ttre observatory wene devëToliè?f$ïñ-
Tffit's recreation planner, Bíll Parke (Parke n.d.) Construction
of the observatÍon house started on July 31st (Eugene Register
lqard 1934w). Fred Bloomer, a foreman for the@
ETkñap and other Forest Service camps, worked on the obserüatory
and reca ll s the foìl owi ng:

I didn't build it. I took it over about half way
through constructim by Felix Sparks and Florence
Drury had worked on it. I put all the little port
holes througtr the wall and pointed them to{ards
the mountains and put signs on them, or made sígns
for them, put it that way... then I set the bronze
plaque on top... then I built the stair,vay up
(Appendix C).

The first half of 1934 saw a nurber of changes at Camp Belknap
and in the Eugene Distríct. Major Charles H. Corlett, CCC

district conmander at the end of the 1933, was recalled to
Washington an{ ryplaced by-Maior Casper B. Rucker (Eugene
Register Guard 1934b-c, 19349).

In lvlarch of 1934 a decision was made to close the Eugene District
CCC and d Medford and Vancouver
districts 934k). Protests by the tocal
Chamber o an Legion failed to rescind
this decision and control of the camps in the district was
transferred to the adjacent districts in early Mqy (Eugene
Register Guard 19341 -m,1934o, 1934t) .

Compary 730, which had been stationed at Camp Belknap, was
recalled to Missouri, leaving the area on April 23rd for Fort
Leavenrorth, Kansas (Eugene Regíster Guard 1934h, 1934j, 1934p-
r). Control of Camp ffi to the Vancouver
District and CCC Conrpany 927 was transferred to the camp from
Reedsport (Eugene Register Guard 1934p). J. R. Mitchell
(1934a), t@tendent, wrote that the Belknap
Camp was

...one of the few camps which has weathered through
ùvo "hitches" and into the t¡ird without an
interruption. But the third hitch finds the camp
fitled wiür an entirely nev enrolled personnel .
These men are an all-Oregon group that was first
stationed at Camp Steamboat last summer and then
spent the winter at Camp Reedsport.

The men have quickìy adapted themselves into their
new jobs and are filling the places of their
predecessors in first-rate manner. Excellent
accomplishrcnts are being made on road construction
and trail maintenance. Also a snall crew ís
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carrying on the construction of a double copper
telephone ìine between Eugene and the McKenzíe
Ranger Station. Finishing touches are being made
on the rpdern lvlcKenzie Ranger Station which is to
be orB of the best in the country when completed.
Besides the work pnogramr a remarkable interest
has been shown by those who partake in the
educational activÍties. Cli sses have been organized
in both academic and trade courses. Then camp
entertainnænt is also another factor for the men
during leisure tirc frcrn regular hours of work.
0n ltlerprial Day a field program was sponsored -
foot racing, swirming, diving, and boxing contests.
Many residents of Eugene and local conmunities
attended the entertainment and stayed for a dance,
which was held at Belknap Springs dance hall, every
one seemed to enjoy themselves to the utmost.

In the spring of 1934 Forest Supervisor Perry A. Thompson
directed recreatíon planner I'lilliam N. Parke to set up a training
program in recreation area developnnnt for 3-C forenen (Parke
n.d). Thompson had been displeased with the poor work
performance of the 3-c's first winter and made the decision that
a quarter of each camp's work force would be used on recreation
projects. Selected foremen were dispatched to Camp Belknap and
Parke took them to the Horse Creek forest camp with his prepared
site plan.

tach foreman was given a few CCC enrollees from
the Belknap Camp and given pìans for building pit
toilets, rustic tables, benches, fireplaces,
entrance portals, and shelters. In bvo weeks the
campground was complet¡d. From then on each CCC
canp worked on gathering cedar for shakes, timbers
for sawing into planks and boards and other
materials, and stock-pilÍng t¡is material at the
CCC camp. Streds were built whÍch served as work
shops and proved valuable during inclement weather.

J. R. Mitchell (1934b) described the completed camp as

...attractively resplendent with a pole archway
over the entrance, graveled roads for cars, solíd,
serviceable tables built of srall logs, a conmunity
firepìace, and stove of stone, a sheltered
registration booth paneled on the inside with 8
ft. cedar strÍps, solid benches of unusual comfort
hewed out of larç logs, and a large shelter built
of cedar poles and covered with shakes for the
unlucKy traveler caught in a stoym without a tent.

For the surrner of 1934 it was announced that the Willarntte
National Forest would have four CCC camps, in addition to the
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Belknap Camp the others would b s Creek-
Coffin Mountain, and Seven Mile 34i).
The sunnær of 1934 saw the men The

s ratings, 98% in late July and
1934w, 1934y).

). ccc Foref 3åffi.3"3l1il.,'
1934b) 9e of tJrís proiect (MÍtcheìl

The camp was the only one on the tlillar¡ette National Forest to
construct a float for Eugene's 0regon Trail Pageant that .luly

(Eugene Registgl_qlgld lg¡+w). Cónsísting of-"a huge togm@nd trailer belongiñg to the ioresi,
service, with several men ridin ing of
the work done by the CCC," the iaitic
ovatÍon by the parade's viewers 1934y).
The float was coordinated by G.
educational advisor, and Smith Taylor, the tvlcKenzie District
Ranger (Eugene Register Guard 1934w).

Also during the surner of 1934 the aptain
Kerrm, treated car accident victim
Guard 1934w). The Belknap Camp als t fatality
wÏiãion July 3rd enrcllee'.loe trl. l.Ie s a resuli
of injurÍes sustained while working at the South Fork sÍde
canrp (Eugene Register Guard 1934y).

A side camp of forty mn was established at Ctear Lake
on the campground there (¡ e ister Guard 193ay).

to work
l{ork

was also begun on a camp!'iõïiñ?fì
Guard 1934aa). Also to be builtGuard 1934aa). Also to be built wer^e trails ffi
ãftfTink Lake, shelters along Skyline Trail and near l,lhite
Branch, and a new Sþlíne Trail bebveen lvlcKenzie Pass and Big
Lake (Eugene Registei Guard 1934x). Jim Drury, an enrollee ãt
tne cffi described hís summér work as a leader
of a traiì and phone maintenance crew as follows,

...I had four boys with me and we started out over
here in the spring of the year at the bottom end
of Indian Ridge Traiì which was known then as
Jeffrey's Point. When the water gets low enough
Ín Cougar Reservoir you can see Jeffrey's Point
sticking up out of the middìe of the reservoir.
But there was a bridç across the South Fork. I'le
started there and we worked up to Indian Ridge down
to, over out over Hiyu and Chucksney, down to Box
Canyon, across the I'hbee Trail out around Irfsh
Mountain, on to Mìnk Lake, Cliff Lake, and around
to Horse Lake. By that tirne it was fall and we
came out down to ltlcKenzie Ranger Station.
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That was the first time that all of the ìogs that
were in the trails were cut out. They were bucked
out and rclled out of the way. Before that a lot
of the logs, all you did, alt that had been done
was if the log was four foot through they just
chopped a notch in it enough that ã horse could
step over it and that was considered maintained.
The cÍrcuit that we went on that was the first time
what the trail had ever been bucked out down,
everything been bucked out down to ground level.

...vúe wene moved by oìd Ed Woods or old Dee l,lright
the packer, packers. They would take all our camp
gear and our food and everytiing from one camp to
the next. And in those days there were no, no
radios but there were teleohone lines almost
everyrfiere . And then they' had these ol d mi ne. . .
they were cast iron phones that were set up at trail
junctions on the side of a tree so you could go
almost anyplace and get m a telephone. 0r if you
didn't, if there wasn't a telephone set up like a
lookout on a guard station or these mine phones,
you had a test set and you got out there on the
ìirn, tied on therne and you got a ground something
where it was wet or sorething had a piece of copper
wirc or something to thro,v in there and then you
could talk to the ranger station. A tittte old
test set that had a crank on it, a test set, clipped
on to the wire, put the ground wire in a muddy
place...(and)...crank'em up.

...r{e drew our rations from the cook house. I'm
trying to think, hrt I think our rations, v',e u,ene
alloled about like twenty, twenty one cents a day.
You get what I mean? For each. Not a meal, a dqy
for each, so the five of us, h,e were allowed to
dræv abor¡t a buck's worth of rations out of the
cookhouse for everyday vúe were out in the brush. And
the packer picked them up at the òookhouse up there
and brought them out and moved us along....

l,le left here in the sprirg of the year, I don't
know, around the first or fifteenth of April and
we went that circuit and we vJene never back here
until we cotr¡e out of there in October. Unless
sunebo(y got sick or something like that. But we
were gone all surrr¡ìer (Appendix B).

Another major project during 1934 and whích continued into 1935,
was construction of a Forest service road from Belknap Junction
to Clear Lake, the first road to be built in this area. By
August thirteen miles of this road had been constructed by twenty-
five men working from the north end of the road and forty men
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working from the south end (Eugene RegÍster Guard L934zl.
Evan Jones was an enrollee @34 stationed
at the Olalìie Creek side camp. l-þ described his experiences
at that side camp and buiìding the road as follows,

I'le worked hard that summer. I mainly worked on
the road -- we were constructing the road that tied
the l'4cKenzie highw4y in witj¡ the South SantÍam
highway.... 0f course mine was you might say kind
of unskilled labor, working on pulling rocks and
stumps out of the middle of the road.... There
was very lÍttte mechanÍzed equipment - rc poy{er
saws at, that time, I think probably one cat and
a pull grader, about the only mechanized equipment
except they did have...a few dump trucks, snall
dump trucks. There just wasn't a whole lot of
r¡echanized equipnent, nnstly was swinging an axe
or a pick or a shovel -- work of that nature.

You talk about scrapers and hand labor, I expect
maybe about ar¡ eighth of a mile a day, you knov,
would be a big accomplishnent. 0f course they're
working various segments all at the same time
probably, you krnw, gradÍng here and blasting up
ahead and pulling stumps. Att stumps had to be
hand loaded, Jou krnw, where they would dig
underneath the stump with a pick or snall shovel
and load each Índividual stump and then each
individual stump had to be primed with (ynamite,
inserting a cap into the charge and lighting the
fuse. I suspect therc was m electricity used at
that date yet, but just fuses, lit fuses- and that
h,as a sl or job.

I know that those boys got up on those lava fields
and we had leather shoes and it was quiÞ a problem
to keep the boys in shoes because the lava would
cut those leather shoes quite rapidly, and they
would wear the shoes out all the iinre on those lava
fÍelds up there.

...He got out on the job early. I'd expect we ù{ere
out on the job about 7:30 or so. So things were
buzzing first thÍng in the morning: getting the
crews lined up and getting them fed and get their
lunches and their equipnrent together and then they
werc hauled out on the job in a stake truck, a Chevy
stake truck. I think they caìled it a two ton but
it had stakes out on the side and tlre boys u,ere,
they had benches and I think they were required,
thqy were supposed to sit dovrn, whether or not we
did all the tinre I don't know, but the benches were
there. Alwqys buzzy, business like, and the idea
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Yras to get on top tlæ job.

I rerBmber Forest Drury ( a foreman ), I thought he
was really pretty stern fellw and he demanded a
day's work and there wasn't any sitting around.
It was work. ... I remember I thought I worked real
hard rolling those rocks out and getting out
stunps. Dirty job, hard job but we had sets of
accompì ishnBnts.

I think it was a pretty happy camp and everybody
felt it was worthwl¡ile, and it was in fact a very
worthwhile pruject. That road served the forest
service for years, whatever, QUite a period of years
there, it was principal road to the country. It
was just a dírt road, hovever. But it served a
purpose in the surner months to get through the
country (Appendix A).

Five wÍnter CCC camps were selected for the I'lillarnette National
Forest including, ín addition to the Belknap Camp, camps at Fall
Creek, 0akridge, Mary's Creek, and Cascadia (Eugene Register
qlqt^d 1934bb). For the Belknap Camp the winffim
ìÏõT-uded the construction of thirty seven miles of telephone
lines, buiìding twenty ürc pieces of furniture for guard
statÍons, buiì ding the l'lcKenzie District's packer cabin, a cabin
at Blue River, and a cabin at Belknap Springs, clearing ground
and installing facilities at fourteen campgrounds, finishing
the Dee I'lright Observatory, inprovements to the lftKenzÍe Ranger
Station and its water system, the construction of traits
including the Horse Creek Trail, and clearing land for the Deer
Butte Recreational Area and the construction of a toboggan slide
and warming area the¡e (Eugene Register Guard 1934ee).

The Deer Butte Recreational Area, soon to becorn known as }lhíte
Branch, h,as a joint project of the CCC's, the Forest Service,
and the Obsidians, a Eugene based hiking club (Eugene RegÍster
Guard 1934dd, 1935a). Surveying and locating @
liãF?fone by a Belknap ccc crew under tlie supervision of Locating
Engineer Lauren Stewart (Mitclelt f934b). CCC foremen Lee
Fountain, Felix Sparks, Forest Drury, and Bob Rundlet were
involved with this project (Mitchelì 1935a).

CCC enrolìee Jim Drury described the White Branch work as
fol I ows,

l,le were trucked out there from Beìknap Camp in the
morning. They had tents set out across l,lhite Branch
in that opening out across from I'lhite Branch. They
had tents set up for the cook house and a place
for tables so they could serve the boys a hot meal.
And then we came back to Beìknap Camp in the
even ing.
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Yq¡ might say the whole thing was... the logs for
the lodge cann off the side of the mountain where
the ski s I i de was bu il t. If I rrer¡ember correctly
there vúas a water system put in, all the toilets
were built, the lodge was built, the firneplaces
were built, the whoìe thing was going on more or
less at one time (Appendix B).

The opening of this new winter sports area was enthusiastically
anticipated with a winter sports parade planned for Eugene and
a snow carnival planned for the l,lhite Branch síte on its
scheduled Nerv Year's Dqy opening (Eugene Register Guard 1934ff-
hh, 1934kk). Built at the site-w@ short
ski slides, toboggan and sled runs, and shelters including a
rustic, sixty foot, open log shelter (Eugene Registerqqg$ 1934ii, 1935a). Both Forest Supffiompson
ãñTTegional Forester C. J. Buck attended the opening cerernnies
aìong with the Belknap CCC'ers and some 1,200 to 1,500 rBmbers
of lhg public (Eugene Register Guard 1934jj, 1935a; Mitchell
1935a ) .

J. R. Mitchell descrÍbed the opening with these words,

....tlith one 1500 foot ski run, a long toboggan
slide and several shorter runs for both skis and
toboggans all in readiness, even old man weather
did his part for after covering the ground early
in the week witfr over üro feet of snor he
contribut¡d a clear, not too cold day with some
sunshine. King l,linter abdicated his throne in
favor of the Queen who accepted and reigned over
the day's activities. A tug of war, r€lay races,
three-legged races and baseball gare, all on skis,
gave everyorB a real thrill. There werc toboggans
and skis for all and many made good use of them.
Everyore frun amateur and spectator to prcfessional
spent an enjoyable day and despite numrous spills
vowed they'd be back (Mitchett 1935a).

By Febnrary of 1935 the road to Clear Lake, though not yet
finished by the CCC, was being used to access tlre falls along

er Guard 1935b). Early 1935
C. J. Buck of new

eld forest managenent" and "land
dollar improvement program for
s shortìy thereafter

announced (Eugene Register Guard 1935d, 1935f).

The CCC was enlarged during the first half of 1935; for Camp
Belknap tl¡is resulted in forty two new Lane County enrollees
being sent to the camp in July (Eugene Register Guard 1935c,
19359, 1935i). The area's eco @ost when
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the Christensen Mill in tie Danebo District northwest of Eugene
was awarded a large contract for the construction of portable
CCC buildings and proceeded to begin sonre large scale hiríngs
(Eugene Register Guard 1935h).

The sunmr of 1935 saw the establishenent of side camps at Scott
Lake and Clear Lake (Eugene Register Guard 1935j). Crews working
from the Clear Lake 3iffiãÎiÞ-iÊ'F with the graveling
and improving of the Clear Lake Road, development at the falls
along the lkKenzie River, and the construction of trails in the
anea.

The sunrnr of 1935 also saw increasing use by the public of
campgrounds constructed by the CCC. Shumaker (1935) described
the ltlcKenzie Forest Camp as having three sided shelters, benches,
taþles, garbage pits, teeter totters, swings, wading pools, sandpiles, horseshoe courts, chinning bars, clirùing trees, lava
rock drÍnking f,ount¡ins and faucets, registration booths, and
a log bench amphitheatre council fire.

Campground furniture and material for building campground
structures was prepared at the "Chinese sawmill" at the Belknap
Camp. Dale Carlson, an ennollee from 1937 to 1938 and an
assistant leader in charge of the sawmill, described the Chinese
sawmill as

where we cut the logs for the campground furniture,
and I should say rve ripped the logs. The crew that
was logging would bring the logs in to us, and part
of the tÍme we were that crsr also, but mostly
someone else took care of that end of it, other
3-C boys would bring the logs into the, alwqys cedar
ìogs, into the Chinese sawmill. They were usually
a foot through, ô little less or a little more,
depending on what we were making.

For the tables we would stand say, an eight foot
log upright. And then we had a scaffold. - I'le'd mark
this on each side. t{e had a scaffold. And we'd
take two ¡nen up there and start cutting that ìog
to those lines and rip it in two so there'd be
slabs, two pieces eight feet long. And we'd
nake... oh, we'd do that all dqy tong and it takes
a while to rip those logs. And we'd get a good
number of slabs ahead, we'd go ahead and start
making those into tables. That's, if you ever
wondered, is hor those logs werc cut. They were
cut by hand, not in a mill with a power saw. They
were just cut by hand.

I.le didn't have the chainsaw in those days either.
It was just back and forth with the old cross cut
saw untíì that log was cut from one to the other.



After we cut for, oh, tflì of fifteen minutes we'd
have to move our scaffold plank down a couple of
feet and then saw doynrvard again on the I og and
so forth until we cut it clear to the ground. So
we made an eight foot cut the length of the log.

Manually, by hand. And a lot of the work then,
after we had had put the slabs together as a tabìe
surface, it's still rough with the saw cuts in it
and aìÌ, and we would... t{e had a doubled bladed
axe. l.Ie had several, of course. I'le would keep
those axes so sharp, we'd file them and then hone
them. I'le would always test them on the hair on
the back of our ann or near the wrist and make sure
we could shave the hair there and then it was
sharp. Then we'd grasp tJre bit of the axe, at
the... where the handle and the bit came together,
ore hand thene and or¡e up the handle a little wqys,
and use that as sort of a pìane - push it along
to take chunks off tlp cedar, it peeled off pretty
easily if you had a good sharp axe, and got it
somewhat mor€ even, the variq.¡s logs one to the
next one, or the slabs after they had been cut in
byo. And when we got, when we had perfonned that
duty as well as we could we would take a regular
iack plane and go over the whole tiing and get it
real nice and srpoth so they, you know, you could
put_a çup or glass or anything on there and it
wouldn't tip regardìess of whère you put it. They
were pretty gnooth.

l,lell, ræ made benches, we made various types of
tables. For instance, we made some tables that
were about, oh I think sonn of those in the picnic
grounds werc at least blenty feet long. And then
of course, tiere'd be benches on each side. I'then
we made those long tables ínstead of running the
logs the long way, we ran them the short way. If

at tle tent sites, thqy were usually sìx or eight
feet long, as I recall, and there were four slãbs
side by side and then there'd be would be the
benches, on each si de.

And then we made at many of these camp sites at
that tirn, and I haven't seen them a4ywhere else,
what we called the card table and they were four,
about four by four, perhaps they werre three and
a half by tiree and a half feet wide, and on each
side there was one log stuck in the ground for a
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seat and then we'd rip downward to cut a piece out
and then inward, of course, and take a chunk out
of that leaving the log shaped like a chair, if
you follow. And so there'd be one of those on each
side of the, what we called the card table. And
those often would be in conjunction with the regular
table for eating, and so fortJ¡. I'le al so, it was
also our duty to build the little camp stoves which
we made out of rock and iron grates (Appendix D).

Late sunrnr and early fall of 1935 r{as a busy fire season for
the Belknap Camp witJr crews being sent to fight fires in the

near Culp Creek le
etween Blue Rive
935k-r,1935t-z)
Tri angl e Lake f

or¡t 2,800 acres
1935x). Ore fatality was suffe
not from the Belknap Camp, with the death of eighteen year old
lllel vi n Ri chardson f rpm Al bany (Eugene Regi ster Guard 1935u ) .
Camp Belknap served as headquaffi fire and
from there the variq,¡s fire fighting cre¡{s encamped around the
perirnter of the-Iif. were supþlied-by pack trains (Eugene
Register Guard 1935t-u).

Dale Carlson described his CCC fire training and his fire
experiences as foll ows,

Really, we got n¡ost of our training when we were
on the fire. followirìg a compass line and so
forth.... I had sonn previous experience or
educatim in fire fighting but othervise the
majority of the 3-C boys got their education on
the fireline. Just the foremen were there and the
experienced r¡en, of course, would help teach those
that were just rookies out of the big cities or
wherever they had come from.

Pulaskis, shovels, little five gaiton bac* water
pumps, you carried them on your back, and axes,
of course. That was pretty much it for fightíng
fires. 0f course, rve did bi ck-firing too. The3{'s werc really a very, very efficient group offire fighters.

I'lì never forget the intense heat, when we'd be
really close to the fire. Hov we'd have to...
we didn't have safety hats or tin hats as they catl
them, in those dqys, ræ just had a sort of heavy
canvas rain hat we wore year round if we wanted
a hat and that's what we'd sort of hold in front
of our face when we'd be mopping up around a fire,
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trying to build a fire trail real close to a fire,just to protect ourselves from that heat. ArU bare
area, wfry you really felt that heat. It'd become
too intense to stand. But those were all very
interesting experiences (Appendix D).

Jim Drury described camping around a fire thÍs wqy,

l.Jell they put up tents but I've been many a
f i re camp there weren 't any tents . You j u st sl ep t
wherever you could find a place to lqy your bed.
I can rcmember one time I was on a fire wqy back
up in the Gate Creek country there and I w-oke up
and therc was a horse, or therr was a mule standing
right straddled of.... The packer had come in the
night and I'd throw'd n¡y bed out there in the
brush. I wasn't the only one, there vúas a tot of
us_ looking tike measuring worms trying to get out
of the way of them horses when we woke up. There
was a horse standing right straddled of me.

So you just put your bed anypìace there was. The
wood's be full of them. Yor¡ didn't have ary of
these fancy sleeping bags and bedrolls. Your fire
pack, tln old dqy fire pack had no sleeping bag
in it. You had one piece of canvas that was about
three feet wide and six feet long and that was it.
That was it (Appendix B).

For the winter of 1935 camp Belknap was once agaín selected as
a winter CCC Camp, although this year Mary's Creek and Oakridge
were not arþng tJte fifty eight Oregon Camps so selected (Eugene
Eggislgf Guard 1935aa, 1935bb). l,lÍnter work for the Belkäãp--
tãmÞ'-iñ'õTu-6fradditional work at t'thite Branch lengthening the
slides and enclo!!!g the shelter constructed there (Eugene
Register Guard 1935cc).

As of February 1936, forty three ex-CCC enrollees were employed
by the l{illamette National Forest as truck drivers, tract.or -

operators, timber fallers, mechanics, and in a variety of other
occupations (Eugene Register Guard 1936a).

In Novenùer of 1935 it had been announced that eleven Oregon
CCC camps would be closed with the Willamette National Forest
to lose one campr the choice of that camp to be left to local
officials (Eugene Register Guard 1935dd). Early 1936 saw some
uncertaint@ith the local area fearful that
camp locations would ncn be allocated on the basis of an area's
population rather than its natural resources (Eugene Register
Guard 1936b, 1936c). Local residents, includffi
õT-ÏIornerce and Judge Fred Fisk, carn to the defense of
preserving the area's camps and enlisted the help of Oregon
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Senator Charles N. McNary (Eugene Register Guard 1936c-e).

Forest Supervísor P. A. Thompson announced that a reduction of
2l% in the number of CCC Camps in Oregon was scheduled but that
the CascadÍa and Belknap Camps would iemain (Eugene Register
Guard 1936f). Assistant Secretary of Agricuffiu
ãññõ[nced shortly after that camp allocãtions would be cut
uniformally throughot¡t the country and not on the basis of
population (€ugene Register Guard 1936g). The status of the
Fqll Creek ffi for several weeks although
efforts to retäin it îor ccc use ultÍmately proved a fairuie

(Eugene Register Guard 1936f-g, 1936j-k). The men stationeda@rred to the Siskiyou National
Forest (Eugene Register Guard 19361 ).

In March of 1936 a first aid station, staffed by ski enthusÍastsof the Lar¡e County Chapter of the F¡nèrican Red 
-Cross, was set

up at the Belknap Camp (Eugene Register Guard 1936h). This
station was for use by ffi sports entiusiastsin the area.

J. R. Mitchell surmarized the accomplishrpnts of the Betknap
Camp as of March 1936 in citing the completion of a 1400 foot
and sÍx smaller ski runs at Hhite Branch, â log shelter with
a kitchen, dining area, and warming roorn at l,lhite Branch, the
twenty mile road to Clear Lake from Belknap Springs, another
ten miles of road, tnirty miles of traÍl construction, ninety
one miles of phone line construction, and construction of sixteen

!-!Fluding the llcKenzie Forest camp (Eugene
361). Associate Regional Forester FrãiF
valræ of CCC work on the state's national
n million dollars (Eugene Register Guard 1936m).

The CCC built road from Belknap Springs to Clear Lake had been
extensively used during the suirmer of-1935 and as spring
lengthened in 1936 there was much discussion about opening a
an early route to Bend by clearing that road and the Santiam
highwqy (Tugman 1936, Eugene Register Guard 1936n). The Oregon
state Highway conmissi@g of this route to
serve as a temporary route until the paved highway over McKenzie
Pass could be cleared (Eugene Register Guard 1936n-p).

While state highwqy plovrs cìeared the Santfam highwqy, CCC crews
from camp Belknap renpved snow from the ctear Lake Road, graveled
the section fr¡om Fish Lake to the Santiam Highway, and completed
stringing phone lines ínto Fish Lake (Eugene Register Guard 1936q-t). The route ¡{as opened on Mqy 15th@
remained at Fish Lake to finish the last mile of grading (Eugene
Register Guard 1936t-w)

As sunmr of 1936 approached the Belknap camp was undermanned,
having only 131-men of a noymal complement of 200 (Eugene
Register Guard 1936x). Twenty three of these nren weJffi the
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ttçIr side camp at Fish Lake. Also during this tÍnB McKenzÍe
District Ranger conducted fire suppression traíning for the ccc.

That suruner saw little local fire activity with the Belknap Camp
not being called out until late september wtren they aÍded crews
from the Cascadia Camp m a fire near Detroit (Eugene Register
Guard 19362). Contingents from the camp did,ffie
5üÞD-ression activity oñ the coas' fires ör tg3o at Banáon and
coquÍlle (u. s. civilian conserv¡ tion corps 1937). Farì of 1936
continued to see the need for nev enrollees to maintaín a full
contingent at Belknap; thírty one Lane county men were assigned
to the camp in early 0ctober (Eugene Register Guard 1936aa).

Camp Belknap was once again chosen as a wínter 3-C camp along
with the Fall Creek, Mary's Creek, and 0akridge camps, th latter
two to be manned by CCC contingents from the East (Eugene
Register Guard 1936bb). l,linter work for the BeìknãÞTãñÞ'
ïn?lïileifn roõk crusher operation on Box Canyon Road and the
construction of the Paradise forest carnp and a road into that
campground (Eugene Register Guard l936cc).

November of 1936 proved to be an ex y
0.35 inches of rain falling in Euge
1936i i ). Consequently, forest fire
the Belknap camp busy as the men spent their Thanksgiving with
{ary's Creek and Fall Creek contingents fighting the 620 acre
Seven-Miìe Hill blaze along ttre Sañtiam highway-(Eugene RegÍster
Guard 1936dd-hh. 1937a). The CCC was credited wffi
LFe-go'n's fire loss in 1936 to only 23,000 acres; on the'
l{illamette National Forest the fire loss was valued at
$7,607 (Eugene Register Guard 1936jj, 1937a).

I'linter of 1937 also san a "rescue mission" set ot¡t from Camp
Belknap. CCC foreman Lee Fountain and Norman Apperton took a
thirty míle, üventy four snowshoe trip to the wiirter cabin of
trapper Jack Cress eight miles south of Horse Lake (Eugene
Register Gulrl'd 1937b). Cress had failed to show up-1õ-r-luppìies,
ãs-SõTe-trrãd;rn llcKenzie Bridge on January 15th. Fountaiir'and
Apperton found Cress safe on January 25th and Apperton stqyed
with him until the end of trapping season on Maith lst.
Acting l,lillamette National Forest Supervisor L. B. Pagter
sunmarized the CCC work on the forest as of Aprit 1937 citing
the constructim of 175 miles of truck trail i.oads, 107 mileË
of trails,379 míles of phone lines, thirty five rookout houses,
sixty seven miles of fire breaks, sixteen bridges, tvrenty water
systems, sixty forest camps, nuflErous guard and ranger stations,
and check dams at Scott, Irish Camp, and Melakwa Lakes to prepare
them for fish stocking (Eugene Register ggafd f937d). pagter
particularìy cÍted the @ project of-the
Belknap Camp, wtrich was to acconpdate a thousand people. At
this time the forest had four camps, in addition to Belknap they
were at 0akridge, Cascadia, and Mary's Creek.
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May 5th saw the second fatality for the Belknap ccc camp when
Irtoyd-G._l,lolf, a new recruit from portland, wa's crushed'bt ã

.tree felle9 Þv p!Çker Ed wood (Eugene Regióter qard 19379).
Wolf was with a CCC crew erectm
Mqy of 1937 also saw t finder for the
Dee }lrigrht &servatory 1937h). The-bionze
peak finder had been c and,s Benson
Poly techni c Institute.

0nce agaln in 1937 the clear Lake Road was cleared early for
use as an alternate route to the still sno¿ bound t'kKeniiePas 937e-f, 1937i). As a result ofg-ra CCC crews trucks wene pennitted
fOf ar t aka nnuta lFunana Danietanfor _._ar Lake route (Eugene Register
Guard 1937i -j ).

vúas once again chosen as anfty orn in the state and three

1937o). In late September men f
to a fire near Gold Beach on the upper chetco River (Euqene

legisler Guard 1937r-s). For 1937.it¡e fire loss in LreõoT*s
torests was the.lqe¡t yet recorded in history; once agãin the
ccc was creditø^$Q trelping to keep this toié ìow (Eúgene
Register Guard 1937p).

In November of 1937 three Belknap enrollees were sentenced to
tiFy dqys in iail for theft of-gasoline from tj¡e Forest sãiviceat l,lcKenzie Bridge (Eugene Registãr Guard 1937u).

l,linter work for tlæ camp Betknap in r93g again Íncluded theconstruction of campgrounds at iltrite Brancñ (Euqene Reqister
Guard 1938b). By this tim the willamette uãtiffin¿ãmE thirty ccc- supervisors and two hundreã ccc enrollees
workirg !n Lane County and drawÍng wagès of over $390,000(Eugene Register Guarä 1938a)

0n llarch 10, 1938 ccc Director Robert Fechner announced that
291.ccc carps,. ltrçluding camp Belknap, wene to be closed iEuqeneRegister Guard 1938c). At this tÍme there were one hundrã¿fïñ-tr
Ir.ilgtv gnlotlees at the camp. 0n Mey 23rd acting wiilamette
National Forest supervisor Foster stäele announcé¿ ttre
transference of the CCC co OakridgeeffectÍve the sixü¡ of Jun lg3Se)l The
first transfers were to be lknap to
Oak ri dge .

Despite the transfer announcernnt the ccc at camp Belknap keot
busy as work progressed torvards a Juty 4th openihg date îor-'

26



Paradise campground, built to relieve congestion at the McKenzie
campground (Eugene Regi¡_ter Guard 1938f).- The Belknap CCC men
were aìso bffi including several fires in
the lvlcKenzíe Bridç area, the Srnith River area, and a 24,000
acre blaze in the Chetco RÍver a ea on the SÍskiyou National
Forest (Eugene Register Guard 19389-h). 0n August 4th thetransfemdge ñas completeã (Eugene Register
Guard 19381 ).

Former lvlcKenzie District Ranger Ray Engles had this to say about
the CCC and theÍr transfer from Camp Belknap,

...I was interested in what they were doing, Jou
kncw, and I had a lot of interest--I had a lot to
do with the fire situation. l{e didn't get along
at all. You see, Ín the first place, thê Arqy would
like to see the kids go out and have-a good time
on weekends. And in the next place, I was never
used to letting anybody go anyplace when I had 4y
hands on them. And firc season--well, this business
of having a whole bunch of fine, available
characters running around througth the country having
a big time in the middle of fire season is tôo deep-
for me to tìink abor¡t, S€€, so r{€ didn't get along
very ræll. fud that's one of the reasons they moved
the camp out of herc in the middle of summer of
'S, I think. I'm sure it was, because all at once
thqy moved, ríght in the middle of surrner (Frear
Le77 l.

For sonp ccc enrolìees the transfer from camp Belknap to Oakridge
came as something of a surprÍse. Dale Carlsbn recalied the
following,

...we went to the big Chetco River fire in southern
Oregon, southwestern Oregon, and we wene there
thirty one days, abort sixty four of us, mostly
brand new recruits, and qyself and üro foremen.
And tf¡at was quite an experience,'being on a fire
that long. l{hen we returned, we returned by
Greyhound bus and we returned to Belknap 3-C Camp
and it was abandoned. They had gone off and left
us, those who were still there when we left for thefire, and had transferred to Oakridge. So the bus
had to take us to 0akridge (Appendix D).

After the CCC had transferred fron Camp Belknap, ô 0 person
Emergency Relief Act Crew from Oakridge was sent to the camp

opment work, and protective improvements
1938e)." Camp Belknap contínued to be
ason and in July of 1939 some three

hundred rnn, including many CCC fire fighters, were supplied
from the camp wtrile fighting a forest fir^e near Blue River



(Cun1_ings 1939, Egggle_lggjster Guard 1939b). Arley Boyce, an
enrollee with coffi at 0akridge,-recálled
_tlp fqllowing abot¡t fíghting a fire on the lvlcKeniie Ranger
Di stri ct,

W only recollection of the lrlcKenzie area is of
a tirn when we b,ene rousted out of bed at 10:30
P.il., loaded onto our trucks and taken to Btue River
þ fight a forest fire raging there. t'le hit thefire a little after mid-night - fought it alt the
rest of the night and the ñext day.' /\bo¡t 3:00
o'clock tie neit afternoon we got a fire trail
around it and I was given a section of trail to
watch to make sure the fire did not jump across.
I leaned back aginst a tree and watched - and soon
went to sleep-standing-up! Bob Dunning, our ranger
cane by and aid, "I think you've had éñough - go
on down by tJre truck and get sor¡e rest (Appendix
E).

Fire guard schools continued to be hetd at camp Belknap after
-i-Q ctosune until 1963 (Eugene Register Guar¿ iggga, Lg+7, 1948,
1956c, 1959, L962, 1963ffi recreátionaí
facilities and forest roads continued to be used for many years
although storm damage began to take its tolì, particularlyat
tjte I'lcKenzie and_Paradise campgrounds (Eugenè Register Guãrd
1955 , 1956b, 1965 ) .

Many of the ccc campgrounds were rebuilt beginning in 19s7 as
part of a fi t Service for recreationimprcvemnts 1957). The Clear Lake Road
continued to I route until it was

Fplqggd by the rpdern Highway 126, the clearing for which beganÍn 1953 with construction completed in 1962 (Euõene Reqister -
Guard.1953)._ In 1966 the few'remaining uuitffirnap
were dignantìed so that the nerv McKenzie Ranger Station could
be constructed there.
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C. Physicaì descriptlon of the property

For purpose of the fotlowing discussion the area surveyed for
tlle lthKenzie Ranger Station site development plan has been
divided into foui areas. These I ave beän nari<ed on Map E.

l{tyey Areq A is that area generally to the south of Oregon
Highway 126, tæst of the present Ranger station and the old skid
road heading southwest from the large clearing to the west of
the ranger station. survey Area B is that area east of the old
skid road bounding area A, west of another old skÍd road heading
southwestward from the ìoop road at the back of the present
ranger station, north of the svramp area, and west of the west
half of the loop road at the back-of the present ranger statíon.
Survey Area C is that area bounded by the loop road at the back
of the present ranger station. Survey Area D-is that area to
the soutlr and east of areas B and C.

Camp Belknap appears to have originalty had sixteen or so
buildings. A site plan for the Camp, drarm in 1939 and retraced
in 1940, shows elevèn buildings (Maþ f). These include a
headquarters building, a foremans quarters, a recreation hall,,
an infirmary, two barracks, a nnss hall and kitchen, a shower
and drying roqn, a wood shed, an educational building, an oil
h9use, a ghop, and a two-car garage. Historic photographs for
the camp indicate two additional barracks and anotheñ building
near the gas pump (Appendix F). Oral history informants indicate
that the building near the gas pump vúas a fÍling shed or
bìacksmith building and that aciosb the highway-towards
was located a Chinese sawmill and a generator (Appendix

1. Site integrity and dísturbance

The-Belknap-CivÍlian Conservation Corps Camp has been severely
disturbed 'since its ctosure with neariy all'structures, inctuäing
a.ll major buildings, having been torn døn. Apparently som of
these buildings had been torn down shortly after the câmp was
abandoned by the CCC in 1938 as theJ ar^e not on the 1939'site
plan map (Map F).

Photographs from the lrlcKenzie Ranger District files indicate that
the educational building, the shorer/bath house, on€ of the
bunkhouses, and the cookhouse and mss hall were torn down in
1966 when the present lrilcKenzie Ranger Station was constructed
(Appendix H). It is likely that, given the buildings marked out
on the district's copy of the 1939 site plan map, that the
recreation hall, infinmary, wood shed, water tank, two-car
garage, and possibly the kitchen were torn down sometinn prior
to 196tt. It appears, from this sanre map, that for a tlme the
shorer/bath house was converted into a crew bunkhouse.

Structural remains of the Belknap CCC Camp buildings include a
concrete pad where the shop was located, a cement sidervalk along

the river
B).



the
pad
K).

east side of where the mess halt was located, and a conrete
and steps where the shower/bath house was loéated (Appendix

The only structure remaining at the camp is what has tentatively
been identified as an incinerator (BlS), a three sided rock
structure locted in survey area B to the southwest of the mainportion of the camp (Appendix J). This structure is moss còvéred
but retains its generai-shape.

In survey area A the only structural remains found were that of
gT old,cedar split rait fence, much of it badly decomposed(Appendix I). This fence mqy or may not have 

-been 
asbociatedwiti-the camp. Nore of the oral hiltory informants interviewed

mentioned this fence.

A series of twelve augur hores were placed in the targe clearing
on in Area A. This clearing is

raph and has what appears to
ppear to possibly have been the
tanks. The augur holes were

from the northeast to the
o cultural material was

recovered from ar¡y of these augur hol es nor vúas there any
apparent difference in soil teiture or composition among theseholes. Depth of auguring ranged from 15 tb SOcm.

Five 50cm test pits were excavated at the Belknap camo (Mao E).
Two of these werne placed within ttre location of tne mbsi träli.
The only material recovered from these two test pits were sore
asphalt roofíng material fragments and sor¡p rounä nails. Theseprts were excavated to a depth of 40cm. A third test pit was
excavated to the west of the mess hall location and east of the
loop road. This pit was terminated at about 2scm because of alarge rock. The only material recovered was an unidentiiiè¿ -
piece of netal. The last two test pits were excavated to the
west of the_gas pump in the vicínity of the blackgniti location.
lhe only cultural material recovered was a triangular shaped
piece of metal. The fÍrst of these pits was terminated ai gocm
because of the presence of an erectrical cabte in the hole. n.
other pit was termÍnated at 40cm.

The area which appears to have had the least disturbance is thatto the southwest and soutå of the main portion of the camp, i.e.
parts of survey areas B and D. Litile recent evidence of
disturbance v,ras found except fon a skid road heading southeast
from the main portion of the camp.

2. Site boundaries

The boundaries of the Be.lknap civilían conservation corps camp
appear to have been the l'lcKenzie River on the north, a'swampy'
area on the south, the edge of a clearcut area to the east oi



the
the iffi.?;d.[T:r station, and rhe cedar splir raÍt fence ro

3. Artffact densities and variety

!iU,!l surveJ anea A artifact density is light and variety is
ìow (Appendix I, Map E). UÍthin andnear tñe open fieìd is
located a variety of historical debris includÍn! a miscellaneousjunk pile (A4g) wittr rntal rÍngs, rebar, and a ùathroom sínk.
ïhÍs material mqy not be from ttre ccc aiea as this fietd has been
used for a nunbel of years as an area to burn trash and brush
and to discard unusable material. The most interesting historicartifact found in this area was a wire wrapped wooden þtpe (Bg).

ùtly six artifacts werc located witiin the area to be disturbed
bJ tl. first phases of the lrlcKenzie Ranger Station site
{eveJopment wtrich is almost whotly contãined witjrin survey areaA. These artifacts include sonn boards and chicken wire (A6),
a tin can (4Zl, a depression in the ground (86), a pile of dirt
and_rocks (87), a dirt mound (czl, añ¿ a miscelianeôus junk pite(448). NorB of this material appéars to have significa-nce ah¿
r¡ost of it does not appear to have had any association with the
CCC era.

Artifact density and variety is slightly greater in survey area
B than in survey area A (Appendix J, t'taÞ É). Two depressions
were excavated in this area (Appendix M). Both hole A2 and hole
81 had no cultural material of hístoric significance. Hoìe A2
was excavated to sterile with the only material being recovered
being sorn nails and old roofing material. This hoìõ may have
been an outhouse. Hole 82 was terminated as Ít becarn a-ooarent
that the hole had been used as a cesspool or drain pool îbr a
nearby trailer. cultural material recovered includèd a variety
of l{illíams Bakery bags, all of them plastic and of recent
ori gin.

l,lithin area B is located an old gasoline pump which may
or mqy not be associated wít}r the CCC 'camp. Also within
area B was located several depressions. ône very larqe
depression (412) had a ditch iC7) running into ii. Jim
Dryty, in hÍs oral history interview, neñtioned buitding
a log septic,

One of those holes ín the ground there was a log
seplic tank that I he'lped buíld. It was just llke
building a log house oirty it was set aboul eight
feet deep in the ground. And it had compartmènts
in Ít and that was the septic tank for the toilets
and the wash house. Then ít was about, I don't
kngw, abor¡t twelve feet wide, I don't know, andtt!"ty feet long. And Ít had, just tike yóu made
a log house only it was set iñ ttre ground-and it
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hgd a log roof, logs over the top of it (Appendix
B).

It appears that hole 412 and trench C7 may be the log septic
tank described by Drury.

Also within area B were located a glass jar (A1), a pile of old
telephone wire (82), a Quaker State oiì can (813), a-mound with
some large rocks (811), a bucket (818), some loose tin (Bl9),
a stump with a springboard hole (816), and several squar€ or
rectangular holes (42, 81, 812, C8, C9). The rock incinerator
is also wittrin area B.

Area C was the maÍn area of the Belknap CCC camp. The most
cormon historic artifacts in this area ane associated with

ssions in tree trunks, telephone
e insulators hanging from or
n the ground, and a downed
6, A27, 827, 828, C17, C18,

associared wirh rhe barracrs uutl¿îiü'ffiå.':::o;.li'?i!li cls).
A cenænt sidewalk is also present alóng the east side of the
mess hall location (419, Cf6). A possibte rcru of rocks which
may have lined the walkways is also present¡ this may be the
sa¡ne ror of rocks visibìe in the historÍc photographs of the
Belknap CCC Camp (829)

The shower/bath house has a variety of remains including the
concrete pad on whÍch the building stood, some water va'lves
concrete pipe, and water pipes (C20, CzZ CZ3, CZ4l. In the
vicinity _of where the cookhouse stood was located a pipe sticking
up out 9f !h.e ground (830). Buried posts were located along
the east si& of area B (A22, C19). '

Area D has the grreatest density of cultural material and perhaps
the greatest variety of all areas surveyed. Several trails cut
across this area (435, 438, 835). Anong the historic artifacts
inventoried werc a cooking pan embedded in a tree (826), several
rectangular metal cans (A33, A37, C33) a metal pot (840), an
enamel bovl (S3), stove and metal pieces (S3, 54, SS, 56),
buckets (C28, C34), a split log (C37), a paint can (C34), botiles
and cans (438,840, a fire ring (S7), wirê mesh screen (S3),
a rntal grate (S9), and a boot rubber sole (A34). In additíon
there was found a long, multi-seat trench toilet (C38, C39) and
a rectangular trench (C3l) which mqy have been the location of
another toilet. Several squarc holes were also found. One of
these (836) gppears to have been a trash pít and still has a
wooden coverÍng over it.
Hole 833 was excavated to a sterile depth of B5cm (Appendix M).
This hole prior to excavation was a 130 x 180cm hole depressed
about 25cm. More than a hundred cans were removed from the hole,
mary in various stages of decomposition. Materiaì collected

32



included a file, a metal sppring, metal wire, a lock latch,
fragnnnts of a honey jar, spam cansr a colgne botte, an old
French's mustard jar, piéces of melied boti,le glass, a gnall
glass jar possibly used in an ink well, severai jar lids, a metal
gromnet, a haÍr pin, parts of a harmonica, a medícinal tape
dispenser, a metal scôtch tape dispenser,-a jack knife btäde,
and glass finger dish fragments.

Jim Drury explained the significance of the nurprous cultural
material found soutlr of the main portion of the camp in thatir

...y',as there for the overflow when they had brought
in extra people like a fire, like they had a firè
camp there and the toilets and the bathhouse there
were not sufficient to take care of the amount of
¡nen... (Appendix B).

4. Research val ue

Research value of the Belknap CCC Camp is found primarily in
the area south of the main camp. Here are I ocated trash
deposits including garbage pits which have been apparenily
undisturbed since the CCC dqys. The material recbvered f-r.om
hole 833 and the material observed on the surface of this area
gppears to include items of personal use which might prove usefulfor the social historian.

In addition, both the southern portion of the Betknap site, main
portion of the camp, and the area in the vicinity of-the róck
structure may be useful for historic site transformation studies.

GÍven the apparent destruction of many Forest Service records
concerning the canp and the as of yet unascertained status of
the National Archives' CCC records concerning the camp, its
research value remains hìgh as essential to ã reconstruction
of its history
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D. Historical significance

The historical significance of the Belknap CCC Camp is discussed
under three criterÍa: uniqueness, representativeness, and
associative value. The evaluation of the camp with these
criteria was hindered somewhat by a lack of readily avaiìable
informatíon concerning any other historic archaeological work
done on depression era sftes.

1. Uniqueness

l,lithin RegÍon 6 there has been recorded only one other Forest
Service CCC Camp: the Lost Lake CCC Camp (nO-O8-O¡-DE-CCC1) on
the Tonasket Ranger District of the Okanogan Nationaì Forest,
Washington (Throop 1979:150). Currently the camp is used by
the KiwanÍs as a youth camp with the prefabricated buildings
in their original location (Throop, personal communication).
The non-structural portions of the camp have been disturbed in
that original trash pits from the CCC era ane no longer known
to exist.

In the absence of any other additional inventory informatÍon
concerning Forest Seryice CCC camps, the Belknap Camp must be
considered unique, particularly as regards the "overflory"
portions of the site. The camp was also the most consistently
occupied camp on the I'lil I anrette Natíonal Forest.

The rock incinerator at the Belknap Camp also appears to be
unqiue in Region 6. Throop (L979:171) recorded a rock
incinerator (R6-10-03-DE-10) attached to the Butte Falls Ranger
Station on the Butte Falls Ranger District of the Rogue River
National Forest, Oregon. However, this incinerator is not free
standing and was not-part of a CCC camp. Rather it was built
by the CCC as part of the Butte Falls Ranger Station.

2. Representativeness

The Belknap CCC Camp can be consÍdered to be representative of
CCC camps in Region 6. It was occupied for a little over five
years and from it a variety of CCC tasks were undertaken.
Buildings at the camp were fairìy typical of CCC camps and
incìuded the pnafabricated structures used at many of the camps.
0f course, the site todqy can not be said to be representative
of any particular architectural style as the camp's sturctures
have nearly all been destroyed.

3. Associative value

The Belknap CCC camp has a high associative value with events
that have made a signíficant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history in géneraì, and in particular to the history of
the Central Cascades, Lane County, and the l.lillamette National
Forest. From the Belknap Camp, the CCC worked to open up the



surrounding area of the Cascades to modern forest management
and to recreatÍonaì users. Todqy the camp's legacy remains with
the campgrounds, roads, and trails still in use as well as
structures such as Dee I'lright 0bservatory, the l,lhite Branch youth
camp, and the conmunity structure at Clear Lake.
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VI. RECOITI!4ENDATIONS

The following reconmendations are incrusive of the measures
deemed necessary to mÍtigate any adverse impact of the McKenzie
Ranger station site developmenlon the Betkirap civilian
Conservation Corp Camp sÍte which has been determined to be
eìigibte for inclusion in the Nationar RegÍster of Historic
Pl aces.

1. Use contract clause C6.24.

2. As no significant cultural material was found within the
areas of the llcKenzie Ranger Station site development project
scheduled for de_v-elopment-from FyB4 to Fy89 and äs a significant
data recovery effort has been undertaken including oral-histories
and the compilation of a camp Betknap history, the followÍng
phases of the project will proceed without any further cultural
resource work:

a. clearing of the area for bur'ldings and green fteet
parling and buiìding an access road with a-pit ruñ rock surface
in FY84,

b. constructing a gas house in Fy g5,

c. constructing a tree cooler in FY 86, and

d. constructing a warehouse, paving the green fleet
parkÍng lot, and instalìing fencing in Fy-89.

Ground disturbance associated with this activity wiìl be
monítored by qualifíed cultural resource personnel.

3. The l'lcKenzie Ran_ger_Di_strict wiil attempt to integrate the
Çcc bqilt cement sidewalk located to the ea'st of the ñess hattlocation into its site devetopnent plãn-ai-ãñ ãàaptivä-iãule'
of that cuìtural resource.

4. As the rock incinerator has been found to be a unique
resource it will be preserved.

5. l,lhen and if trees containing cul turaì resources (telephone
ilggt ators, wire, etc. ) are nemoved f rom the site, the re-sourceswill be recovered.

6. If the gasoìine pump at the site is to be removed, the
District will attempt to assess its historíc vaìue aná ensurethat if ít is found to have historic value it is properly stored
or curated.

7. As no significant cultural resources were found in the
location of the proposed crew bunkhouses, no further work other
than monitorÍng of ground disturbing activÍty wiil take place



concerning this area of the síte.

8. As cultural resources likely to yield information of value
to historic research have been found in the vicinity of where
the residentÍal trailer area ís to be constructed sometirne in
FY90 or later, a data recovery plan including excavation wÍll
be developed and implemented prior to comnenðement of ground
disturbing activity.

9. As the area north of 0regon Highway 126 was not surveyed,
this area will be surveyed prior to any ground disturbing
activity which mqy be assocïated with luture projects.

10. As the Belknap CCC Camp has been found to have a high
associative value, the lrlcKênzie Ranger District wilt develop
an interpretive pnogram for the camp to include a cofinemorative
or interpr.etive marker or display, and literature for
dissemination to the general public.

11. The lrkKenzie Ranger District will continue its oral history
and historic research efforts concerning the CCC and the history
of the Belknap ccc camp. The District wiil also make available
to the scientific community informatÍon concerning this resource
and the results of research undertaken by the Dis[rict.

L2. The I'kKenzie Ranger District will continue its inventory
of ccc sites on the district and its efforts to chronicle the
story of the CCC in tJ¡is area.
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Ranger District:

TRI Compartment:

Type of Project:

Legaì Locati on:

REQUEST FOR CULTURAL RESOUP.CE INFORMATION
USDA FOREST SERVICT

I.lILLAMETTE NATiONAL FORTST

McKenzi e Date: 3/8/84

7II4 County¡ Lane

S'ite devel opment Project Name: McKenzie Ranger Statjon

1 165 R6E s 17

5. USGS Quads: McKenzie Bridge

6.

7.

Attachments: Vjcinity Map' x
Project Map: T

0ther: l-
D.istr.ict Contasl; Jon Sjlvermoon , Phone 822-3381

A search
s hows the

of the Superv'i sor ' s
fol lowing for the

0ff ice CuItural Resource f iIes, maps, and arch'ives
project area:

have f a'iled to locate cul tural resounces.a. Adequate surveys
Reference:

Culturaì resource(s) are recorded jn/near the project area.
Name(s ):

b.

Status: State-wide jnventory

-Eligibìe 
for NRHP

Not evaluated
Site lead with no othelinformatìon
0ther
Documentati on attached

lG'l
tteSJ /

.. V' *o cul tural resource data are avai I abl e f or project area.

' Comments:

O. X Other culturai resource inventorìes conducted 'in/near prroject area.

Name(s):

J-L19-G)a -Smaþ
Name:

Date:
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Enclosures:
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Summary Sheet
FOREST SENVICE DETÊRHITIATTON OF EFFECT

PACIFIC IONTHT{EST REGIOII

î,aþ(

Responsibte

Date

Inventory Report
Descrlption of expected effectsDescrtpbion of afiect,ed resourcesMftlgatfon plan

N ame
Fores
Mafllng

i;
r

Please indlcate your
linu below, and sign
30 days of receipt õf

concu r
do not concur
Rem arks:

by marklng
Responslble

the appropriate
0fficial withtn

S1 gned
Date

J-
E
T
For
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ORAL HISTORY OF CCC ENROLLEE . EVAN JONES
1934

Conducted by Jm M. Silvermoon
McKenzie Ranger District Archeologist

6/t9/84

JS: In the letter_that you wrote, you said that you were staying at
a stub camp near Olallie Creek up the ltlcKenzie. You said that
you urere there for four months and then you were going to go to
school. werne there a lot of people who were just students that were
working there during the sunrner for the ccc? what kind of mix was
there bebreen that and people just with the CCC for a full year?

EJ: l,lell I think that I was probably the exception rather than therule. I think probably I was the only coìlege enrollee that wanted
to go to college in the fall as far as I know. And I was there at
lvlcKenzie bridç for probably bro to blo and a half months. I'd just
graduated from high school in Baker Oregon in late June and qy folks
moved to Eugene and I was able to get a job wÍtj¡ the cc's which I was
reaì pleased to do.

I'd worked for the Forest service starting in 1930 on a trail crewin the l.lallowas, Derr scotgnan and n¡yseìf, and we had five burros and
we maintained trails in the l,lallowas in '30 and '31 and camping a day
gr 1;rro at a time and then moving on. And then in 32 I was able tofight fire some that sunmer; tiñres were getting hard and jobs werepretty darn scarce so I could just fight fire in the summer of 32 and
then in 1933 I was a cook for a road õrew for about three or four
weeks, and then fought morc fire. And things were really depressed,jobs were scarce so-I was really pleased tõ get this liiile' job with
the CC's. Didn't make much money but got a lot of experiencè.

JS: So you were what, eighteen, nineteen at the time?

EJ: I believe I was eighteen when I was there at l4cKenzie Bridge I
was abìe to start at the Forest se¡vice when I was younger. t lntnrI was fourteen or fifteen when I started. W dad had a position
comparable to a a Forest engineer in those days so I was able to get
on at quite an early age; but when times got depressed then wasn't
abìe to get a job. Then our foreman there at Olartie creek was
Forrest Drury, the father of Jim Drury, rìo{ residing at McKenzieBridge. l,le worked hard that sumner. 

- i mainly worked on the road;
Ìre wene constructing the road that tied the McKenzie highwqy in with
the Soutlr Santiam highway.

JS: l,lhen you were
trained to use the
how to use the cat,
up?

working on the road, were there people being
equipment? I mean líke were people being trained

and things like that? How did jobs get divided
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EJ: l,Jeìl I don't have a whole lot of knowledge on that. 0f course
mine was you might sqy kind of unskilled ìaboi, working on pulling
rocks and stumps out of the middle of the road. I'm sure there was

1 traÍning program. I have no real knowledge on that. There was verylittle mechanized equipment - rìo pou{er saws at that time, I think
about the only mechanized
trucks and I tried for a job

t the right pìace at the right time
a few dump trucks, small dump

t of mechanized equipment, mostìy
was swinging an axe or a pick or a shovel -- work of that nature.

JS: Didyou have like a survey crew? The route of the road, was that
preset or was that your creyr also doing that?

EJ: I'm sure the survey was put in by technical peopìe, your own
peqple that certainly surveyed the road, not the degree of roads
today, was rpre just a tagged line, probably worked-on a tagged line
without a spokestaking anything of this nature but they did-have to
cross the ltkKenzie Bridge up there, I've been thinking about that
Jately, that crossing ltlcKenzie Bridge there at its outlet at Clear
Lake which is quite ã major undertaking and then they went on, of
course to build the campground there at Clear Lake as another
proj ec t .

JS: At the Belknap camp itself there was an educational building.and
sor¡e of the enrrcllees had a chance to take classes in the evenÍng.
Did people from Otallie Creek go down? I mean was there an
educational pnogram for the enrcllees at your stub camp?

EJ: I believe not. Ì,{e seldom got down to the main camp. I think that
was probably not mone frequentìy than once a month to get paid. The
payroll procedure was quite a deal ín those days and oi course the
camps werc all under arïy management and ther.e were probably bvo or
three_¡egular arny personnel there. of course when they had the
pryroìì-lhey had to calì the serial number and then they'd have a,it was like the army they had a six shooter lqyíng on t-he table there
protect alì this vast amount of cash they'd have. 0f course it wasn't
a great deal as I've mentioned, five dotiars was all they gave you
and the rest was sent horne, either to your'famíly who neêded thè money
or for your care after you arrived home at a later date. so there
wasn't a lot of money that exchanged hands even at payroll time.

.]st_ so.while you were at the 0laltie camp then you were pretty much
ísoìated, JW just had the crel, the enrollees, ãnd the f'oremañ - one
foreman for the forty of you?

EJ: I think there was one foreman and some sub-foreman, a couple of
sub-foreman is all. l,le were just strictly work. And probably a littlebit of training went on but perhaps not a whoìe lot either.
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JS: You mentÍoned in your letter that after prohibition ended that
sometimes the guys would get together and buy some beer and drink some
Þegr._ Did you do that at the cãmp, did yw go ínto McKenzie Bridge,into Eugene?

EJ: No, it was right there at the cormissary as I recall and it came
!n gallon jugs in those days. It was quite â nove'l thing.
Prohibition had just been repealed and I don't know if it uras any
h.qyy drinking but it was a novelty and sore of the boys had to have
a little beer. 0f course I was a þure titile boy then and it was the
I ast tJ¡ing I'd think of was drinking beer.

It's kind of interesting one time, my home was in Eugene and they let
us.off after quÍte a bit of working up there on the crew and we were
qutte_eager. to get to town so we started walking after supper probably
on a saturdqy night or aa Fridqy night. l,le walked as far'äs giue
River, that's abot¡t ten miìes, ãnd we were getting kind of tired, it
was getti.ng tovards dark, and there was not-much traffic in thosé dqys
so we didn't have any real hope of getting to Eugene town that nÍght;
I'm surr we couldn't have walked alt ttre wqy to Éugene. Luckiìy ñeré
garne 1big-old truck., it was a beer hauting truck ãnd they put the
two of us ìn the back of that truck and thére were some cases of beer
in there. -l trppose we could have had a high ord time on our way
to Eugene if we'd have chose to do so.

JS: You'd be all partied out by the time you got there. so, I've
got sone pictures of the camp and I just wondered if any of these,if you could help me? Did you know any of these people?

EJ: I certainly couldn't help you on that one. People's looks change
so many in the years. I'm sure this fellow on the left is Bitì
lJilliams that retired at 0akridge and is nov dead. Witbur ltilliams
he was no doubt one of the foreñen, wilbur }Jillams. Here I see him
again. on this picture on the far left. I remember Pat rhompson. He
was the supervisor of the l{iltanrette at that tinre, pat rhompson, and
he came up on the road job one tinre when we wene working thbre ánd
went on ahead to look at the pnogress of the road constiuction. I
guess that's the best I can do on those pictures.

JS: Now thÍs is a pícture of the camp itse:lf in about 1933. Is that
roughly the way it looked when you were there?

EJ: 0h yes !

JS: Do you know any of those buildings?

FJ: No, I can't help you there. lle didn't spend a whole lot of tìmeín the main camp because I was out in the stub camp aìl sunmer.
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JS:
camp
for?

JS: Noy, orn of the thÍngs that when we surveyed the whole area of
the old maln camp ¡re found the area where the buildings use to be but
back behind there all the way to the creek we've been finding what
ìooked like where there mighi have been trash pits and all kinds of
cans and Þits of stoves and things ìike that. l,lere there people
staying ín tents whileyou were there? Do you know if people were
staying in tents at the main camp, or were they aìl just iir ¡uildings
when you were there?

EJ: To my knowledge they were all inside of structures, wooden
structures, tar paper covered with bats you see.

lsr One thing we've been finding, I'll show you a better map, this
Ís an old aerial photograph from 1945. Its a fov years after the camp
was gone, rnst of it was gone, but this is the area of the camp and
th ís is I ike llcKenzi e Bri dge.

0h yeah, I'm oriented now.

If you would look at that - on the south side of the edge of the
there, this open field here. Do you remember what that-was used

EJ: I don't know. It might have been a bone yard, or storage but I
have no knorledge on that.

JS: Okay. I just thought I'd ask.

EJ: Sure. I don't see our road taking off up there, but it would
start to be visible on this aerial photo.

JS:. It should just be just a little bit farther north I think, the
road, when you were there.

EJ: There vlas a road that existed up there probably to scott creek
or somevrhere in that vicintiy or maybe beyond, almost or a camp I
think probably, or an existing road.

JS: Right there was an old
was that just a sunrnr canp
around? Do yon know?

EJ: I have no knowledge on that. I suspect just a surrner camp. Ijust don't kncn. I suppose they closed the project down becauie they
were working up around Clear Lake due to the snow. I'm quite sure ít
would have been closed down Ín the wÍnter months.

JS: So you were there for four months. How much road was built
during that time.

EJ: This I can't say either. You keep repeatíng four months. It
wasn't really. It was a very short period'probaÚly from June 15 to
maybe the lst of September.

road for a ways. The Olallie camp itself,
or were there people there aìl year
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JS: Do you tìink you got a mile a dqy 0r...
EJ: 0h no no no no !

JS: Maybe a quarter of a mile. Just to get some idea.

EJ: You talk about scrapers and hand labor, I expect maybe about and
eighth of a.mile a day, j/ou know, would ue á uig äcompriihnent. 0f
course they'rc working various segments all at the saine tine probably
you know, grading here and blasting up ahead and pulling stumps. Aìl
stumps had to be hand loaded, you knov, where they would dig
underneath the stump with a pick or small shovel and load each
i.ndividual-stump and then each individuaì stump had to be primed with
dynamite, inserting a cap into the charge and iightíng the fuse. I
suspect there was rþ electricity used at that date yet, but just
fuses, lit fuses and that was a slow job. I know that those boys got
up 9Ir those lava fields and we had leather shoes and it vúas quite á
problem to keep the boys in shoes because the lava would cut those
leather shoes quite rapidly, and they would wear the shoes out alt the
time on those lava fields up there.

So it was a sìoul job and quite a contrast to today, the McKenzie
!ígl'rya.y hadn't Þqqn open_too long, we went over tiã tbKenzie highway.I tiink about 1926 or '27 and théy were just putting the finishìng
touches on that and that was done with horse labor. I don't know if
they had any mechanical work on the McKenzie Highway, the orÍginal
nlghway, so it was very slow. And of course the road construction
kind of fit the contour of the land. They didn't have any of these
long tangents or fills. They kind of cut the contour so ihey would
minimize the amount of cutting. It was very seldom they would do any
cutting on a point if they could avoid it. They would go around thepgilt on the contour rather than cutting threw it. That was big
timber up there you know, three, four, iive feet on the stump some
of that stuff. Big job getting a stump out in those days wittr porder
and hand labor.

JS: Did your crew ìog the timber or uúas that contracted out to
somebo(y el se?

EJ: I realty don't know that either, but I wouldn't be suprÍsed in
sane places if it was just decked along the side and let it stay there
the rest and mqybe rot because timber in those days was kind of a weed
in a way. l,lasn't a whole lot of value. Four bits a thousand, if you
could seìl it. so there really vúasn't much of a demand for lunùer
in the Northwest probably until after l,lorld tlar II and then there was
a lot of demand for timber. But you couldn't give away timber in the
depression years so I imagine a lot of it was ilecked.

JS: So the crew you worked with, where were the people from?
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EJ: I tiink most of them were Oregon boys. Mar¡y of the camps were
from Chicago and the East. But I know a lot of them were Oregon
Þo.yg. Reflecting back, offi boy his na¡ne was Bart and he was a good
fisherman. I never got in on fishing but, he'd go down after capk
to lvlcKenzíe and it was only a stones throv down to the McKenzie and
he would catch a big mess of fish most any time he wanted to go down
there up to eighteen inches ìong. Good fishing.

JS: So did you have a camp cook?

.EJ¡ 0h yeah! Sure I had a camp cook. and probably three to four
helpers and the food was ample good as I remember it. t.|e stayed in
squad tents, the old anqy squad tent. A pyramid tent they called it
then. They had what they call a sibly stove in the middle with about
a four inch chimney, a pipe going out the top of the pyramid tent.

JS: So it would be about four to a tent? Three to a tent?

EJ: About six to a tent. l,lith canvas cots.

JS: Didyou have like platforms or were they just on the ground?

EJ: As I ¡nemember it there were wooden platfonns built.
JS: So, for recreation what did people do after work?

EJ: l,lell there wasn't a whole lot as I renember it. Sor¡p card
playing and sonn fishing. some would fish and some horseshoe ptaying
and that nature but after a har{ day's work, a hard dqy of manual
labor on the road the guys vreren't to ìivety come evening time. More
interested in resting, getting rea{y for the next day.

JS: So you worked six days a week, five days a week?

EJ: As I recall it was five. 0f course the old standard for the
forest service in those days was five days and a half. r,re'd work
through Saturdqy noon. So it's quit¡ a ways to reflect back and I
can't give you any very precise knowledge.

JS: l,leìl this is useful, what you rememben.

E.l: Have you attempted or desired to try to locate that stub camp
up there at Olallie Creek?

JS: I don't think we have it located but that's one of the things
that we would try to do. I'lhat we want to try to do eventualìy Ís to
inventory all the ccc cites on the district so that we know exactly
wherc the camps u,er€, what was buit by the CC, and just generally
that. Do you know what other projects the company was working on at
the time you were wiür them?
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EJ: No but undoubtedìy they were working on sorn of the campgrounds
on the I'kKenzie like the lrlcKenzie Brige èampground and some oi thosebut I have no kngv]edç of that. They were'þrobably building sóme
ìookouts and probabìy-some traiìs an¿ teiephäne lines.

JS:
was

.l Þelieve they, the Dee l{right might have been, the observatory,tt being built at that tine?

EJ : l,lelì that's a matter of hÍstory so I real ly don ,t know. you
could find out about that. I wouldn't be supriied. They did a iot of
work, a lot of good work.

JS: l'las there much interaction between camps, I mean between
companies, in terms of friendly softball games?

EJ: Yeah, there was some of that. I remember that. I had a brother
that lives out up gt lvlcKenzie Bridge up on Horse creek Road, and he
spent over a year in the CC's not õn the }litlan¡ette but on úhe Umooua
and on the siuslaw. lle was in the very first camps. I tj¡ink that'
was about L932 or '33, '33 probably. He spent an entire year with thecc's. tle would have a little mone intimatå knovredge as 

-to a rot
these things your taìking about.

JS: I'm interested in the general stuff but I'm also ínterested inspecifically witl¡ 1937. Do-you still maintain contact with very manyof the people you were withi
EJ: No, no I have no ties. Forrest Drury or Jim Drury I see him
gçças¡onaììy. But I don't knq'¡ if he was in that camp. He was in the
c.c's but I suspect !q ryqy have been in that camp some time or another.
Have you contacted JÍm?

Js!_ Yeah, Irve contacted Jim. t.le've exchanged a couple of phonecalls. I,lhat kind of training did the enrplrées get? 'I mean, did you
get any first aid training or anything like that or were these all
people who were familiar wittr woods wórk or were they

E.l: I think rrcst,-or what titile, training we had, I don,t remenÈer
any really,.it would be on the job training for suÉe. I don't
rernmber much emphasis on the tiaining, bui I'm sure there was quite

årlla 
going on Ín the maÍn camp, but I can't reflect on that one at

JS: l'lere you ever in the Rec hall at the main camp? Do you
remember?

EJ: I don't rernmber, no. Is this a pÍcture of it?
JS: Yes. That's the recreation hall?.

EJ: undoubtedly I was. I spent a few nights in the camp before I
went up on the stub camp.
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JS: So that's the headquarters building. l,lhen you were paid would
everybody just line up?

EJ: Yeah, I think the pqyrnent was made in the Rec hall.

JS: There are just same other photos, frcm a book.

EJ: steamboat? I don't know what this means. But it says steamboat.

JS: Yeah, that was from 1937 so that was a fel year after you yúere

with the camp.

EJ: Yeah, I don't see the connection between Steamboat and this camp.
The name has no meaning to me. I don't knov hov you'd tie that in.
Steamboat?

JS: Is there any thing else that you....

El: I don't

JS: Did the creu,, wt¡at was like a day, your average day, in camp?
}lhat time would you get up?

EJ: l{ell I think probably around six, we got out on the job early.
I'd expect we werc out on the job about 7:30 or so. So things were
buzzing first thing in the morning: gettÍng the crews tined up and
getting them fed and get their lunches and their equipment together
and then they were hauled out on the job in a stake truck, a chevy
stake truck. I think they called it a ùvo ton but it had stakes out
on the side and the boys were, they had benches and I think they were
rcquired, they were supposed to to sit dovn, whether or not we did
all the tinre I don't know, but the benches were there. Atways buzzy,
business like, and the idéa was to get on top the job

I remenrber Forest Drury, I thought he was realty pretty stern fetlow
and he demanded a day's work and there wasn't ary sitting around.It was work. He was work oriented, and everybo{y did woik,s I
remember. I remember I thought I worked real hard rolling those rocks
out and getting out stumps. Dirty job, hard job but we had sets of
accomplishments. I think it was a pretty happy camp and everybo(y
felt it was worthwhile, and it was in fact a very worthwhile project.
That road served tl¡e forest service for years, whatever, QUite aperiod of years t ere, it was principal ioad to the country. It was
iust a dirt road, hovrever. But it served a purpose in the surrmer
months to get through the country.

JS: So you'd be brought back in five, six o'clock, ten hour dqys,
eÍght hour days?

EJ: About eight hour a days. I'm sure it wasn't over eight hours.
Probabìy get back back around 4:30 or 5:00.
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JS: l,lere there camp chores that were divided up among people.I mean, who washed the dishes?

Erl: The camp itself was self sufficient. They had the cook and then
.theJ had their flunkies who stayed in camp and díd the work. so they
had the cook do the dishes and 

-so forth. I don,t think they had to
do what they call KP duties, I mean the laborers

JS: what abor¡t things like building ratrines and that kind of
maintenance stuff.

EJ: 0h yeah, yea.h, they'd have sptit off some boys someday if there
was sometfr.ing had to be done in camp they'd spìif them off-. The road
crew would have to stay in camp and get this accomplished.

JS: Did you have campfires at night?

EJ: I don't recall any campfires. I have an idea that there were.

JS: Have yut been up to where the camp used to be recenily?

EJ: No, I've driven through is ail, but I haven't stopped there and
explored anything tried to locate it. I don't knor just where it is.
As I reflect in my letter it was on the north bank, þrobably in the
proximt'ty were the present hÍghwqy goes through. But as I iemembner
the old road we.were building-was wãs right inme¿iatety in front of
the camp..- so if you locate the old road-that existed þrior to this
present highway and retraced that, it would be on the horth bank andjust to the west of the old road.

JS: So the road was between the your camp and the river?

EJ: No, on the east side. It'd be the road, the camp, and the river.
JS: Thanks!
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ORAL HISTORY OF CCC ENROLLEE . .]IM DRURY

1934-1935

Conducted by Jm M.Silvennoon
McKenzie Ranger District Archaeologist

6/22/84

JS: You said that you were an enrollee there at the camp. l,lhen were
you there.

JD: I joined the- Betknap ccc camp on July 10, 1934 and I left the campin October, 1935.

JS: And what did you do while you were there?

JD: I was what they call a local woodsman. I had various jobs. I
helped buiìd the l,lhite Branch ski todge. I built nunBrous log sheltersin the campgrounds. I worked with lnith Taylor who was the first
ranger on the McKenzie Ranger DistrÍct on the layout of some
campgrounds -- basically Paradise Campground. I was a trail crew
foreman, worked in the back country on trait maintenance and telephone
maintenance.

JS: How old were you then?

JD: I was born in 1915. I wasn't nineteen yet -- I was born Ín August
and went in July '34, so I was only eighteen I became nineteen in
August after I went in July.

JS: You said you helped buitd white Branch. How many people worked on
that?

JD: I realìy don't know. But I would say that there must have been
forüy people worked on it at one tíme.

JS: . Did-you camp out there when you were working or did you get
trucked in?

JD: I'le were trucked out there from Belknap camp in the morning. They
had tents set out across llhite Branch in that opening out across froin
l.lhite Branch. They had tents set up for the cook house and a place
for tables so they could serve the boys a hot meal. And then we came
back to Belknap Câmp in the evening. -

JS: Do you remember ho'r long it took them to build it?

JD: l,lell I can't tell you exactly. All I know we were working in
there around November along in the fall I believe, and the thiñg was
pretty væll fÍnished up along in the spring of the year.

JS: Did you do any of the ski or tobaggan runs or things like that
there?
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¡9i Yql ryÍght say the whote thing was... the logs for the lodge cameoff the side of the mountain where the ski slide was buitt. ti I
remember correctly there was a water system put in, all the toilets
were built, the lodge was built, the fireptaðes weie built, the whole
tiing was going on mor€ or less at one tÍme.

JS: Do you rercmber where the other CCC,ers were from?

JD: If I remember corrgctìy a lot of them were from chicago, somefrom... Did you ever talk with Mont Maston? He was a 3 cier, a lotof them were frcrn MissourÍ or someyrher€ around in there.

JS: l,lhere would Monty, is he local?

JD: Monty Maston? God, he retired from the Forest Service here a
year or two or three ago. And he Ìlas over here across the, I,m pretty
sure Monty was in the 3-c camp up there. Monty was a scaler. Heretired in the last two or thi^ee'years. chicago, Missouri, a lot of
them were frpm the cities, big cities. And thén-there was'a certain
amount of local. Did you ever talk to Dale Carlson down in Leaburg?

JS: A couple of dqys ago.

JD: l,lhat did he have to say about where they were from?

JS: l'le said a lot of them were frpm Oregon when he was in the camp.

JD: A lot from Oregon? l'lell that's true but there was big slug of
!hg*, a big lot of them from the cities. I don't remembeñ wha[ year
Dale was in.

JS: He was in abor.¡t three years after you were.

JD: After I was?

JS: Yeah.

JD: 0h. l,lhen I was there a lot of them were city kids, from chicago
and back in there.

JS: How did they adjust to working in the woods?

JD: I think they adjusted pretty well. I tiink pretty well. They
had a lot of old time forest service foremen. Thên ttrey tra¿, like
what carlson said, a lot of what they caìled local woodsmen,-like when
I_was building the sheìters in the MLKenzie campground and úarious
places_I. had four, five fellas that worked wÍtJr'me. And they were
kinda like the army. You had the forest service foremen and then you
had these local woodsmen that were, Jü mÍght call them squad teadêrs
that had when they were out on the job, they had four, five, six; whenI was traiì maintenance I had four -- I renember orìe of them inparticular was from Ohio -- but I had four boys with me and we started
out over here in the spring of the year at the bottom end of Indian
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Ridge Trail which was known then as Jeffrey's Point.

l,lhe-n the water gets lorv enough in cougar Reservoir you can see
,Jeffrey's Point sticking up óut of tñ middle of thé reservoir. But
there yúas a bridge across the South Fork. I'le started there and we
worked up to-Indian Ridç down to, over out over Hiyu and chucksney,
oown to.Box Canyon, across the l',lcbee Trail out around Irish Mountain,
on to l4ink Lake, cliff Lake, and around to Horse Lake. By that time'it was fall and-we came out down to l',lcKenzie Ranger statión. That
v',as the first tine that all of the logs that were in the trails were
cut out. They were bucked out and rolled out of the way. Before that
a lot of the logs, all yo.r did, aìl that had been done fuas íf the tog
was four foot tñróugh tñey jusi chopped a notch in it enough that a
horse couìd step over ít and that was considered maintained. Thecircuit that we.went on that was the first time what the trail had
ever been bucked out dovn, everytlring been bucked out down to ground
level.

JS: what wouldyou take wÍth you wùren you went on the trails?
Supplies?

JD: No, r'æll, h,e were npved by old Ed l,toods or old Dee Wright the
packer.,.packers. They would take alt our camp gear and our food and
everything-from one camp to the nert. And i'n [hose days there werero, no radios but there were telephone lines almost ev-erywhere. And
then they had-_these old mine, they were cast iron phones that were
set !p at traiì junctions on the side of a tree so you could go almost
anyplace and get on a telephone. 0r if you didn't Íf there wãsn,t
a telephone set up like a lookout or a guard station or these mine
phones you had a test set and you got out there on the ìine tíed on
.thqre and you got a ground sonething where it was wet or something
had a p-iece of copper wire or sometñing to throw in there and thenyor couìd t4lk to the ranger station. -A little old test set that had
a crank qn i!, a test set, ctipped on to the wire, put the ground wire
Ín a mud(y pìace...

JS: And just call them up.

JD: That's ft, crank en up.

JS: so when you did trails you also maintained the phone lines?

JD: Yes. That's right. Trail and teìephorn maintainence. r,,re were,I wish I could re¡nember, h,e drew our rations from the cook house. I,m
lrying to t¡ink, but I think our rations, we were alìowed about like
twenty, twenty one cents a day. you get what I mean?

JS: Yeah.

JD: For each. Not a meal, ô.day for each, so the five of us, h,e u,ere
allowed to drat about a buck's worth of ratÍons out of the cóokhousefor everyday we were out ín the brush. And the packer picked them up
at the cookhouse up there and brought them out and moved us along.
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JS: So hov mary dEys would yor be out at any particular time?

JD: l.le left here in the spring of the year, I don't know, arounf thefirst or fifteenth of April and we went that circuit and yúe were never
back here until we come out of there in 0ctober. unless somebo(y got
sick or somett¡ing ìike that. But we were gone all summer.

JS: _And so you would just have, be the crew leader for four or five
peopl e?

JD: RÍght, see. And it was the same five of us all surrner.

JS: Were there other crews besides you doing the same trail
maÍntenance, I mean doing other trails?

JD: I'lelì, I was sure therc were other trail maintenance crews but
not in that area. You take the area from Horse Lake up toward
lvlcKenzie Pass and alì the lol country trails and, well'it be aìl this
area like Olallie, Rebel Rock and all that countiy in there they had
other crevús. 0f course a lot of that was maintained what they could,
you know, líke from the bottom of here to casile Rock was donä by a 

-

crew that was here but there was a lot of packìng that was done in
0lallie, Horsepasture, Rebel Rock country...those days the west
boundary of the McKenzie District was dovrn where the fitbert orchards
are at-Thompson Lane and we had all this area back around Tidbit, Buck
Mountain, back in ther¡e was part of the Mckenzie District, see.

JS: You stayed in tents then that the packer...

JD: Pardon?

JS: You had tents, you set up like tents?

!D: That's right, Jou had a tent, fly, Thompson stove to cook on.
Most people don't even know what that is.

JS: llhat is it?
J9t well, it was a stove made of pieces. And the pieces were kind
of like tongue and grooved üo by six decking, yon knov, so that when
when put them together and they had holes in-them that you wired
together,. wired them together, and it maè a flat top. -But 

when you
were ready to move you could tear that all down and inake it into a
packaç that was more readily, mone easily put inside a forky on the
mt¡les, see. And rhompson was the guy that !ot, I guess he wás the
Forest Supervisor at one time, but ôrìywQy, he's the gqy that got the
idea to make these pieces of stove thât lney fit togèther and then
you had a nice.... Then for a heating stove we had a sibìy. Did you
ever see one of those?

JS: l,lo. l{hat is a sibly?
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JD: Well, yon see a modern dqy versions of them in some of the fancy
houses. They're like a, Jou've seen these hanging fireplaces haven'tya? Round corn shaped things. I'lell, the sibley t{as a around like
an ice cream cone and you set the big end of it in the ground and the
þp of it was where the gnoke, the stove pipe went out of it. AndÍt had a door in the side of it to put thè wood and no bottom in it,
the ground was the bottcm of it. That's a sibly

JS: So that would just heat up the sides...

JD: It would heat up the tent, if you had it in in the tent or if
you had it out under the... you always put up a tent. And then you
alwqys put up a fly over the tent, and that fly...you knovl what a fly
is?

JS: Yes.

JD: Okay, the fly stuck mqybe eight or ten, Sôy you had a twelve foot
tent, then you could get about an eighteen foot tarp or fly stuck out
over and that would be where you would have your fire for your cooking
and your table for eating and everytiing out under the fly and you'd
use the tent for sleeping quarters, see. But that's where you'd have
your_pit out there to put your Thompson stove up and your sibley would
usualìy be out there. Altiough we did have wall tents, like three
foot, four foot wall tents, and th y'd have a metal thing in one side
of it where you could put the sibley in one side of the tent and it'd
go out througùr it so it wouldn't catch the tent afire, see.

JS: so you did that during the sunnrer. During the winter that's when
you worked on campgrounds at I'lhite branch?

JD: Yep.

JS: Do you remember which campgrounds you worked at? you said
l4cKenzie and al so Paradise.

JD: I,lell, there were a lot of...I worked on l',lcKenzÍe canpground,
Paradise campground. Therc wet€ a lot of little campgrounds over
aìong around up the south Fork: Strubes camp, cougar creek, East Fork,
Irlalker Creek, pretty near all those snallen ca¡npgrounds up therre had
iust one shelter in them. Have you been up French Pete?

JS: Not in a couple of years.

JD: I buÍlt a shelter up across French Pete from where the campground
is across the creek there, probably not there, probabìy burned.

JS: When you were on your trail maintenance where there shelters like
at Cliff Creek?

.lD: Cliff Lake?

JS: Cliff Lake. Is that one the CCC built?
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.lD: I don't know who buiìt the shelter at Cìiff Lake but if I
ren¡er¡ber correctly there was a shelter at Ctiff Lake in 1927 the first
time I was ever to Cliff Lake. Nût, orìe over at Mink Lake, and there
was a shelter at star l,lano, that, you probably don't know wehre star
l{ano is. Well Star l,lano was a place where the lookout for Packsaddle
stayed. and when that was built I don't know. It was there, and it
was several years old in 1935 when we went through on that tiail
maintenance. Chuck McGinley was the lookout and there was water downat Star l,lano and there wasn't water very cl ose to the top of
Packsaddle so he stayed there and wentback and forth, slayed down
at the shelter down therc and went back to the lookout everyday, see.l{eìl, my guess is that Mink Lake, Star l,lano, Ctiff Lake...'
JS: James Creek?

JD: l.lhat?

JS: Do you know .James Creek shelter?

lDi_ Itlo, If I remember right did Henry Carìson tell you he hetped
build the shelter at Ingrãm Meadows?

JS: I haven't talked with Henry yet.

JD: Uh?

JS: I haven't talked with Henry yet. I talked with Dale.

JD: l'lith who?

JS: I talked with Dale.

JD: Dale Carl son?

JS: Yeah, I haven't talked with Henry yet.

!D: 0h, oh, rþ, Daìe, I didn't remember Dale vúas in, you see he waslater. But Henry, I don't know just when but I know Hènry carlson
Içtpe¿ buiìd that orB at Star I'tano it's not there, do you- knov where
Stai" l{ano ís? I don't mean Star l,lano. I,that,d I'á jusi sayf

JS: Ingram.

JD: Ingram camp. Do you know where it was? It was about harfway
!p to Horse Lake. I know Henry Carlson and Henry Lou helped build
that one. Now, when the James creek one I don't know. sunshine
Shel ter has been there, I suspect that the 3{'s must have, for the
size of the Sunshíne Shelter the 3-C's must have built ít.
.]S: . Did ygu do any fires? Did yur go on any fires while you were
in the 3-C's?

JD: Quite a few. Quite a few.
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,JS: I'lhat kind of preperation did yot¡ have for them? Díd yott have
any training?

JD: l,lell I guess we had a certain amount of traíning. l,le always had
fÍre school in the spring. And, well they'd go out and...well they
used to have real old honest to God old fire schools where they went
out and taught you how to run compass and all the other methods of
the prctractor and the compass and all that. Æd then they had pacing
prublems, and they set up a problem in imitation fire and you had to
go, you know on certain compass bearings so far. And then of course
therr was no fire, well, maybe there y'ras a fire when you got there.
Somebody'd go out and build a smoke out there someplace. But really,
four or five dqy training sessions on all the... horv to run a fire
fi nder .

JS: You said that your father r{as a foreman.

JD: Right.

JS: I'las he a foreman while you were also at the camp?

JD: That's ri ght.

JS: How was that your father being a foreman and you being one of
the people working?

JD: I'lell, of course I never...I never really worked directly under
him except during the log construction part of the l,lhite Branch
Lodge. Otherwise why I was off on my own someplace of I was under
some other foreman. But at the the tinn they were building the l,lhite
Branch Lodge I did work directly under him. And I'll tell you he
expected me to do as much if not just a little bÍt nore than anybody
else on the job.

JS: l{hat kinds of things didyou, like did people do at the camp
after work? Do you remember ary of that?

JD: You know, there wasn't a lot , you know they had card games, lbey
had a recreatim hall. But there wasn't much in the recreation hall'
a little reading material. I can't even remerùer if there was a pool
table in the place even. lle had catd games around in the barracks.
But there wash't really, there wasn't really a great... I can't
remember they had a radio in camp. Recepti-on, if anybo{ around here
had a radio was mighty poor in those days. They ran a, you might say,
a recreation vehicle to town on Fridqy night and brought them back
Sunday night if they wanted to go. They had dances once a month in
the mess hall up there.

JS: l'lho would come to the dances?

JD: l.lhat?

JS: I'lho would come to the dances?
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fDr l,lelì they'd take a, they'd take two or three trucks and go down
to Eugene-springfieìd and pick up any of the gals around town there
who wanted to come out here to a dance. And then they'd have live
music and they'd have square dances. But there was júst not very much
much nightime evenÍng recreation. It's just that simple.

JS: There was an educational buitding? uere there any educational
programs whÍìe you weÌ€ at the camp?

JD: The recreation hall sets about where the office was. And the
foreman's quarters was right in that area too. You know, there's a
road, when they put that addition on the office there they must have
covered up. There was a road that went througrh back and then there
was one around further back. I think they must have covered up part
of that road that went through it.

4nv_Fy, the recreation halì, and the foreman's quarters, and then the
infirmary was back over towards where that bunkliouse Ís-but this sideof the road that goes in front of the bunkhouse, it's kind of a little
opening right there ís where the infirmary was. There were four of
those bunkhouses there that held about a hundred rnen a piece and the
cookhouse that set behind where the office is. And then back of that
was the washhouse, the drying room for clothes, the bath house, and
the toilets were back Ín there. And then there was a big watei towerthere. I don't know, must have had ten or fifteen thousãnd gallon
wood tank on top of it. And then they had a, it had to be a gas.
engine doÌ{n in the river to pump that up, kept that tank full. It
must have been, it had to been a gas engine.

JS: Now back behind the camp... I surveyed the area and foundlots of holes ín the ground.-

,lD: I know all abot¡t that.

JS: You don't kncn anytiing about that?

JD: I say I know all about that.

JS: Ì'Jell what ane they?

JD: l.lhat?

JS: l,lhat are they?

JD: What that big hole in the ground was?

JS: l,Jell there's several, there's lots of big holes in the ground.

JD: Okqy. One of those holes Ìn the ground there was a log septic
9gnk that I heìped build. It was just like building a log ñousä ontyIt was set about eight feet deep in the ground. And it had
comparünents in it and that was the septic tank for the toil ets and
the wash house. Then it was about, I don't know, about twelve feet
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wide, I don't knory, and thirty feet long. And it had, just rike you
made a log frouse onlv.it was set in the ground and it hád a log roof,logs over the top of it.
JS:.-Do you know if that's directìy south of the camp or Ís that more
east?

JD: It's alrpst, wetl you go in like this and the road goes around,y.or kngw there wag an upper-road and a lower road and thãt was just'
about in the middle back-there abo t where, about in the mÍddle backtf,.l.-. Then, t!en, íf yor ever want to hunt antique botiles andstuff, you go dig around in sor¡e of those holes back there were no
doubt garbaç pits. Yq¡ might find some real antiques.

JS: That's part of what we're trying to check out.

JD: l.lhat?

9lt Tha!'s part of what we're trying to check out is what are in
those hol es

JD: l,lelì, I'm sure some of then were garbage pits but that one big
one in there was nothing but a septic and it had, I only renrember it
had two compartments in-it. The iolids went herã and t-he wastes and
the water went over... I can't ever remember it had any drain field,but Ít might have had.soqg, bg_t I don't think so. you -ntgl,t 

say it
was-a cesspool instead of, well the kitchen dishwater weni in ii too,as I renærùer.

JS: 0f to the east a litile bit you go straight back tjre road andright before it curves around, off to-the eas[ of the camp we found
a stone structure, like a three-sided stone structure maybe about
oh, bro or three feet wide. Do yor have ar¡y idea what t-hat was?

JD: Off the end to where the bunkhouse is there?

JS: l.lo, it'd be like where the kitchen was, if yol cross the road
away from the kitchen and walk into the woods a little bit there was

JD: You mean south of wherre the kitchen was?

JS: Yeah, it wouìd be sort of southeast.

JD: Southeast?

JS: Southwest, rather.

JD: Southwest, oh ok4y.

JS: It looks like a rock oven or an incinerator or something like
that.

JD: Is it intact?
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JS: It's about-lhe onìy thing that's left intact there. It has, the
stones, three-sided stohe walIs. It's all overgrown now with moss.
There's a couple of hinges in front

JD: well was this sonrething that they could have had some kind ofirrcinerator set on? 0r is it open sÍ-ded?

9l: I!': op.rl, but it tooks tike it had a door or something in it.I'm not sure if it ever had a roof.

JD: 0f course they had sonre places they burnt trash, you know, and
cardboard and that sort of stuff. I doh't just recail-what in'particular there.

Jsi That's okay. Aìso, back behind there we founds an old trench
toil et.

JD: A what?

JS: A trench toilet which had a wooden bench with eight holes in it.
JD: Yeah.

JS: And that's way back up near the creek back behind there. Do you
know anything about that?

JD: l'lell, yeah I know what the purpose of that was. Because when
.th.J., at times when they.-.. that was there for the overflovr when they
had brought in e1_trq peóple like a.fire, like they had a fire campthere and the toilels and the bathhouse there werè not sufficient'to
take of the arpunt of men, you see. l,lhen they had the sir¡n,s fire
gging over herc, the Simm's-Burn, yü knoy, ii went from dowñ behindue golf course clear over to those burned spots over there, they had
9: !gny.as,. if yoq gg back and took at the records if r¡y memory servesme_r!gh!, they had abor¡t thirty five hundred men on thai fire.- t{ella lot of them was stationed right there at Berknap camp. Thãi, was
used at various times when the-toitet facilities, Sôy mqybe there wasin the l.egqlar latrine, it was iust not adequate'to iäl¿;oi ttiã amount
01 men that were in that camp.

JS: so when they.brcught peopre in like that for a fire, where did
they stay? Did they put up tents?

9Pt well they put up tents but I've been Ín many a fÍre camp where
there weren't any tents. Yot¡ just sìept wherevei you could îin¿ a
pìace to_lay your bed. I can remember one tinre I was on a fire way
back up in the Gate creek country there and I woke up and there was
a horse, or there was a mule standing right straddleä of.... Thepacker had cone Ín the night and I'd-thrõw'd ny bed out there in thebrush. I wasn't the only-one, there was a lof of us looriñg-like
measuring wonns trying to get out of the wqy of them horses-when t{e
woke up. There was a horse standing right ltraddled of me.
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so yot¡ just put your bed anypìace there was. The wood's be full of
them. You didn't have any of these fancy sleeping bags and bedrolls.
Your fire pack, the oìd dqy fire pack haã no sieeþing-bag in it. yóú
had one pÍece of canvas that was about three feet wiãe añ¿ sÍx feet
I ong and that was it. That was ít
That area that's just east of Belknap camp wtrere all the young
reproductim is? Do you knov why that's young reproductÍôn tñere?

JS: l,lell, wtrat Dale was saying Ís that's where you logged a ìot of
the trees and that's what he wás usíng to make cãmpgroúñd furniture.
¿Pr They had a crew. That's all they did was they had the old misery
Thip l.nd they were out there, that's âll they did i,las cut wood. And 

-
üen they got a lot of wood cut by competition. They,d go out there
and cut them trees and then they'd have bucking contãsæI Doubìe
bucking and single bucking to sêe who could, wño was the best. I
rememb_er, I don't knoyr if he's stilì living or not,Otis McBee, he
carn from Lowell. He and I used to buddy up, doubie buck. Aná there
ïefe. very fev of them that could beat us. I haven't seen him lately
but he was living at Lowell not too many years ago. But he spent
gultÊ a lot tinre there in that camp. I dôn't knov too many päopleleft that were there in the dqys wiren I was there.

JS: Yor¡ were there fairly early in the camp.

JD: Pardon?

You were there just in the first couple, the second year the
was around.

JS:
camp

.l?: t guess it's, it started in ,33 I guess. I was there in ,34 and'35. I've got a picture of... let nn õhor you... a picture of thega!9: That's chuck ltlcGinley, that's old Dee l{right, that's Bill
blilliams,.and that's Felix sparks, and that's Boó Rúnilind, Rundìet,
and that is...Lawrence Baxtei, I óouldn,t think of him, I knowed him
wgll, And that's.Henry Lou, and that's Fountain, Lee Fountain, and
!hu!'s my Dad, and tt¡at felÍow I'm not sure, i iñiñÈ-ürã[ güv;ð nu,,,eis Traxìer and that's tþlbert Brovn.

This Rundlet, he was kind of the camp superintendent I guess. And
these. gqys !eF, boy if a man could go out and hire that crevl right
now there ain't.nothing, he couldn't do. Every one of them guys ðoutdgg out_and build a bridge or a lookout house 

-or 
do a4y most-any rtn¿of... I can't understanõd... that's Dee Hright's the óry rp on-ttre

surmit there the thing built... I can't understand hovr comä, there
was a guy that was here for years and years, he was an old character
iust ìike Dee, Ed l,loods. lle was a packer and so was Dee r,rright apacker. I don't understand how come he wasn't in this gang. It,s
missing_ one...one mÍssÍng link there. I'm pretty sure itrai guy's nameìs lraxìer. I threatened to go see if I could run it down. There,s
some Traxlers, I knov he's from cresweìl and there's some Traxlers
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stiìl around cresweì1, there's a Traxler Real Estate. I often
thought several_tin¡es Ild go and... see he's fairly young. That guy
here he looked like a kid compared to the other 9uys, see that oelbêrt
Brown. I don't think Delbert Brown he'd be any õtãei ttran I am.
That's a real gang.

JS: Anything else you can re¡Bmber about what life was like at the
camp?

JD: I'lell you asked r¡e about fires. I rernmber a kind of a comical
happening. Yot¡ knov in those days, in the fire season they hetd acertain arpunt of people in. I i¡eán, even if... in camp oi certain

n. They wouldn't send yor out
weren't as convenient to get

ave the communications they have
fire down in Martin Creek, that's

across bI..r. dovøt by Thompson Lane, across the river back up on Martin
uree.k. 

-so they loaded up about, I don't know, two or three truck
loads of gqys and we took off dõwn ther¡e and Ray Engres, who was the
Ranger, and he was along. And we got down theré to-ttre river and
there was a footbridç-across the river. And by the tinre we got therethe lookouts kept telling us that, when they chäcked back at lhe with
the_station, the tookouts said that the gnoke was dìeing down and we
could see from where we were there on the opposite side-of the riverthat there was less and less smoke.

so Ray_Engles told York Thompson, that was one of the Thompsons, Jouprcbably heard of the Thompsons, of rhompson lodge. l'lell,'anywáy-york
Thompson yras one of the ìocal woodsmen, to go ovãr there ánd see what
the fine was. so, York was gone and the snóke kept getting rittler
and littler and finally he cõnre back in about an houi and útrat it was
was a moonshine still blerv up over there and started the fire. I
always accused Ray Engles of'buying his moonshine there or he wouldn't
have been suspicious that there was something wrong over there.

JS: speaking of moonshine, was there much drinking at the camp?

JD: I don't nemember that there wene any... I suspose on those
saturday night dances there was a certaii amount aird there was a
certain amount but not any great...you see,.if I renrember right, it
las iust about that tine thãt they did away with prohibitionl wásn't
ir?

JS: Yeah.

JD: l.lhat?

JS: Thirty three.
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JD: S€€, but therc was, even then, there wene numerous, numerous
stills around even after they did away with prohibition for two or
three years there yvere numerous st,ills arounil that were still in
operatÍon around. In fact, one of the guys still living down the
river, dglvn _the road here coupìe of miles, that got runníng one over
back in the littte creek that'comes down in over-there bac[ of the
Tokatee golf course. The other fellqv that got caught with him,
you're not supposed to talk about the dead, he was hÍs brother-in-
law. l'le died a fev years back. They had a big one over there back
in that creek that cönes down along ãbout the ñiddte of Tokatee golf
course. Therc were lots of 'em.

JS: Didyou do any tree planting or insect control or things like
that while you were at the 3{'s or did this camp do much of that kindof work?

JD: l{ell, I don't ever remenùer any of the gang tree planting.
tJgw... or any other of that type of work because in the first place
there were no timber sales on the ll Kenzie District of any
consequences untiì Ivan Krurm carn herc as a Forester Ín charge of
timber sales in L942. Now what they did, I pìanted gobs of tiees on
Higlt Prairie but that was after I got out of-the 3-Crs and were
working part time in the sun¡ner time when I was goíng to Oregon
State... up where Hines logged on High Prairie. I'd say that was
basicalty after the end of-tt¡e 3-c'sl so, and I don't.-.. in the 3-c's
dgys I don't tl¡ink they... I'm not sure that they were worried about
planting trees in any ôr tne cut over area of thóse days. And how
much cut over area there actually was on the t'lillamette in the period
33 to, I guess the 3-C's were over with in 38 or 37 or nÍne?

JS: Pretty much by 39. Forty two was the last, the last of Ít.
JD: I,le didn't have no 3-C's up here about then.

JS: l,¡0, this canp closed in 1938, then thqy moved to Oakridge.

JD: Thirty eight, well...

JS: And then they nnved to Oakridge and were at 0akridge for a couple
of years

JD: .l{ell l_pìanted trees in there around Oakridge in 38 or 39 along
Ín there. The 3-C camp must have been down to a-real snall amount -
cause they rounded up lookouts and guards and stuff like that from
varÍous other pìaces and took them over to plant trees on Hígùrprairie.

In 1934, when you were in, they were just starting to build the
to Clear Lake.

JS:
road
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JS: The road to Clear Lake was being built at that time. Did you
ever work on that project?

JD: No. I'ly Dad was the foreman on that project so I never worked.

JS: Did he ever talk about that? Do yol remember anything he ever
said about doing, buiìding that road?

JD: l,lell I was up on the road a lot of times during the construction
because, but... we used to go up there fishing back-in Robinson Lake
and sorn of those places but... I rcnæmber when they lost a great big
compnessor off the grade up in the, in one of them big utue ñoles up
there along... never did get it or¡t. caved in and rolled off in thêriver. But it was more or less a tvpical road buiìding job. Just
like building the Sor,¡th Fork or Horse Creek Road... I-wórked on cat
and and grader. I thought I wanted to be a cat skinner one time and
I decided that... I worked on the Horse creek Road as grader operator
and was, you. might say a trainee to learn how to operaie a cat, you
knqy. cat skinner was teaching re to run a cat anä I operated..-. in
those days they was a pull grader behind the... no power graders, the
grader was pulled by a cat. Gas cats.

They_had, when the built the clear Lake Road, they had a side camp
at 0lallie Creek. In other words ;hqy didn'ú haui them back and '

forth, they had a carnp at Olallie. Rna tney had at, down in the ftat
under where the present road is, at Kink Creek, you knorv. The next
one is at Fish Lake. They didn't have very good- refrigerators in
those dEys. You know hov they kept their grub cold at-Fish Lake?

JS: No, how?

.lD: They rænt over to up there at sawyers ice cave and cut ice out
of that cave and brought it down to the mess hall to keep things cold.

rlS: l,lel I , that's one way to do i t .

JD: Yeah.

JS: So, I wish I could thínk of something else to ask.

f0¡ Qne t¡ing about the 3{'s, there vlene a lot of kids that got alot of good training and there Ì{as a whole lot of them that cone back
to Oregon. Either they stayed when they got out of tJre 3-C's or they
went back to where-ver they cann from, but a lot of 'em migrated back
to 0regon when, after they got cx.rt.

JS: So what did you do after you got out of the 3-C,s?

JD: l,lhere did I go?

JS: Yeah.
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JD: I,lell, right after, when I got out of the 34's in October... by
that tÍ¡ne I had saved enough dollars that I went over to 0regon State
and went to Forestry School for a year. And then I came back andfirst spring after I went to 0rego-n state for a year, first springI went over to Avery, Idaho and pulled ribÍes. A blister rust
control. And then, I don't know why, I came back here. That was in'36. I came back here and went to work, after I spent a month or so
over there, I car¡e back here and went to work - for the Forest
Service. And I worked'till I got enough money to go to another termof school. Maybe I'd have to lãy out a-coupre of tõrms. And I,d go
to schæ'l again. Then I cone back herre to work for the Forest
service, or Íf there y,rasn't no work for the Forest Service, I go back
here and fall and buck timber in the woods in the winter tinre ãnd then
I'd go back to school.

And then I went Ín the servÍce in '42 and I carB back and I took a,
I'd been kind of buggered up a little bit in the Phillipines and I-
wqsn't supposed to äõ any wbrk, or so they tord me. I took a job as
dispatcher and clerk in Oakrdige out there. That was a temporãry job
but_I stayed on it for fifteen years. And then I spent time as a,
welì I was on sale administration, sale lqyout, and all that in timber
sale for two or three years. And-the lasf ten, twelve years I was
a fire control officer.

JS: Generally, you have reaì positive feerings about the 3-c's?

JD: l.lhat?

{st. You.have positive feelings about the 3-c's? It was a good thing
to have happened?

JD: well, sure I think the... welt a lot of kids got a lot of good
training that would never have, and they built a lót of roads,
campgrounds, shelters, even some... I'm sure sone of them worked ontrail construction, water systems. ,lust about anything you could
think of, _yg know. I couldn't swear to this, Bul I'm-pietty sure
a bunch of 3-C gt{ys built that bunkhouse that¡s a residbnce ip
past.. .

JS: Yes, I have sorne pictures of it being buitt.

JD: l,lell, I could tell yq/ a funr¡y story about it.
JS: Sure.... You want me to turn the tape recorder off?

JD: You heard of Fred Bloomer with the Forest Service foreman?

JS: Right, I've heard about him.

JD: 0kay, we can talk abor.¡t him. He's still ìiving around town there
somevrhere. You ought to go talk to him, he could telì you lots of
stories.
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JS: I talked to hím about üvo and half hours.

JD: 0h, okay, anyway. ..

JS: Let me switch tapes here. This is goÍng to end in about a
second.

JD: Huh?

,ls: Let me switch tapes here. This is going to end in a second andI want to get the whole story.

JD: You're not going to record this?

JS: You don't want ne to record this one?

e story but I'll ìeave out that...reroof... tJte 3-C's br,riìt the
when they tore off all the

had written sorc kind of
ng in there about Fred Bloomer.
don't rer¡ember what all it said,

al of them had written quite
d Bl oomer. God, that hdd been

ive years before the shakes went
ly amusing to a bunch of us old
ey tore the shakes off.

Y."ah, I should have started... God, weìl, we dÍdn,t have cameras inthose days., Hell, none of us coulå áiroi¿ ã ãr*."u. lle didn,t havecameras to take pictures. It was just... there wal juii vèrv ierv
car¡eras around. I don't know who took that picture, all thole. It
ïps a.rane dqy when somebo{ come around firä schooÍ o. somãuring....
l{here rs th is ?

,JS: That's the camp.

JD: Belknap?

J5: Yes, about 1933

,lD: I wonder who that guy ís out there. Do you know who took this?
JS: A guy named Stevenson.

JS:
all

Huh ?

A photographer by the name of stevenson took lots of photographs
over this part of the country.
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JD: Boy that... look at these old cars cr¡t here. I remember the
Forest Service was getting pretty nice dump trucks, about four yard
dump trucks. You knov what they said they cost? Two hundred and
forty dollars. Two hundred and fort dollars. blell you can see what
those trees look like around there nov.

JS: Yeah, they're big.

JD: Huh?

JS: They're big trees now.

JD: That was kind of a prairie when they built the... in fact that
was kind of a ball park there before they buiìt the 3-C camp there.
l,lell , the old ranger station was just across the road and down from
the old Paradise.... Yor¡ knov what these buildings are?

JS: I thÍnk that this guy... these are the barracks, and that's the
Ínfirmary, and that's I think the...

JD: Foren¡ens 's quarters?

JS: Rec building. I think the forernn's quarters down here.

JD: Now if tJ¡is is the Ínfirmary, then that has got to be the
foremen's quarters. Because the foremen's quarter was next to the
infirmary and the recreation hall was... If this is setting right
and you're back tiere and looking north, the infirmary was over there
southeast, actually I dot^öt that's the infirmary because there's a
road. They're looking north, just like you are now.

JS: I think that's looking west. sort of west northwest. 0f course
I never was there. I've been trying to reconstruct what was there
from looking at the old photos...

JD: llell I could go up tiere and show you just exactly how that thing
set. Ycx.¡ see that road went in therc like that and around the back
there and those bunkhouses and cookhouses set north and south in
there. And out front there was a road that went through the front,
and that's about where the..

JS: Back of the ranger station is now.

JD: Well l,ll draw you a picture. You have a pencil? And there's
a road that went right througtr here like this. And the cookhouse set
here like this, and-the bunkhouses like this... and the bathhouse set
aìong in here like this, and the infÍrmary set right there....
Forenpn's quarters, oh, oh, okay. There was officers, was like this,
foremen's quarters, and the rec hall. But the officers' quarters was
right here. In fact that old house was there until they...done over
into a residence.

JS: Right.



JD: Huh?

JS: They tore that down when they built the ranger station.

JD: I guess they did.

JS: And then there was a shop over.. .

JD: Right over here was the firing shed, blacksnÍth yot¡ might call
t died here not very long ago.
storaç shed where they kept the
I remenùer right, there was a kind

maintenance shed ich was a maintenance, a

JS: That wouìd be this buitding back here, then.

JD: It could be. some of ttris must have been, that must have beenofficers' quarter, foreren's quarters, and the rec hall. I,m not sureabout thÍs but I think that tJ¡is was úhe foremen's quariers,-"I"mean
the rec halì, and the forer¡en here and I know itrat tnis wai'tñe
9jfl99rs', quarters there. Then the highwqy was out here somefiace.
Ano over here was where the old chinese sawmill was. That,s wherethey hand sawed alì the old, the old...
JS: Campground furnÍture.

.]9.t Yeah, th..y'd... you had, like this, one on each side and you
ìike herer ald you_put a board across hére and you¡¿ itãñ¿-óñ itrat
and you stand the log on end Ín there. l,lhen yo-u started you had the
!gt{..1t,.!9* like this and one g.rry stood t_rerË and the ot-her gqy wiür
-une 

Þuct(tng saw. .And you sawed that down tike that. And as Joi,¡ gotlyq, J{__stepped on the next board dovn there. nñ¿ võu,ã-tËãpripping till you sawed that stab 9f.f, sje:. And then yôu ... well,
tSE 9f them ya^r just sawed ü¡e stab-off them. A iof ói,-ã'tõ[01...t|¡e... well they had card tables and all kinds of thÍngs around
these things and the chairs were like this, the back, and tñe iawed

d in there and then they set them
that made them solid around the
have four of those chairs around

ctures like those

JS: I've seen so¡ne sorne ord pictures of some campgrounds from thefifties which stÍìl have a fdy old CCC...

(tape blank at this point, possible mechanical falure. wtren tapebegins again, discussion haä been on logging)

JD:
know how

JS: How?

I don't know how we got, how they brought it in. l,lell, Iit was logged.
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JD: Yot¡ knov what a come-along is, Swede hook? You want to look at
òne? I got one.

JS: Sure.

JD: Okqy.

(went to shed to look at Swede hook)

JS: Seeing that bear trap reminded me of something I maybe could ask
you too. When you were doing the traÍls and stuff díd you have
problems at all with bears or cougars or animals?

JD: No, no. The only problem that way was with buìl elk. Now they
don't treat yot¡ that wqy anymone, especially when I'm hunting. Buf
it used to be it wasn't unconmon at all for sonnbody to be getting
rgn up a tree with, by a bull elk. But... I can remember that guy
right there, old Lawrence Baxter, run him up a tree by Horse Lake.
lþ was up that tree for half a dqy before ttre old bull elk left. But
that was quite comþn. I rernmber Herb Danford was lookout on Horse
Mot¡intain and one chased him and he just got to the lookout house with
the bull elk just about horning him when he got to the lookout house.

I can't... oh, there might have been some... I heard of instances of
where people had problem wÍth, uh, close calls with bear. Not on thisdistrict, but I heard abot¡t them other places.

JS: The thing tJrat... to carry the telephpne poìe, you carted that
a Swedish...

JD: Yot¡ calìed that A Swede hook, a come along, I don't really
what... but that was the coûmon vrqy to get... 3{'s you had all kinds
of manporer.. I know one winter we got óut a lot of telephone poles
-out there along, well it'd be at the bottcm of Cougar Reservoir nov.
You see, the telephone line was a pole, u,as on pores ail the way to
tom, in fact tln pole lirn went on up here and it went up, well, it
went up to Belknap Junction at least. It was all cedar poles and we
got then out of the brush with... e didn't have no skidders...

l'lell, when they were building the road up Horse creek, I can rennnùer
that was what thqy called a Gas-60 cat,it burned gas, no diesel. They
were kind of, kind of fragile, haywire-pieces of équÍpnent. you knorqll that cedar for the campgrounds was brought out in, and I suspectit was hand loaded into thê-ftat bed truck,-or into tñe, they haä
several dump trucks, and bring that stuff in top... And of course,
they probably cut a certain anpunt of that in the road right of ways
and making the camp areas and stuff ìike that right in the
camgrounds. I know they didn't cut it all for lvlcKenzie campground,
because they had at least four snall sheìters and one community
shelter that was a pretty good sized affair.

JS: llelì, I want to thank you for your tíme.
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JD: ilo problem.

JS: Some good information, some useful information.

JD: ...you can put together a pretty good book.

,]st we're try'ing to put together sonrething, talk to everybody we come
into contact with about the camp.

JD: A lot of old, you know, things that happened in the pack string
and various things, well odd things like I can Femember back there
when abot¡t four o'clock in the nnining, ô litile after, the telephone
rínged. Orn of the lookouts reported a fire up on the Sisters.-And
he went along and tell all abor¡t it and finally I suspicioned whatit was. I finally sqys to him, "How far above timberiine is this
fire?"

"0h, he says, "It's way up above tinùerline."

And I sôVS, "Just what do yor¡ suppose that's burning up there?'

And there was quite a silence and he says, "I'ìI be God-damned."

I{hat it was was that white pumfce dust blowing up one of those chutes
you see, and it was coming up there and it looks like srpke. But he
never reaìized there wasn't much up there to burn, you knov. Not much
there to burn.

If you had a carnera and recorded sor¡e of the pack stríng fracases when
they got in hornets or yellov jacket nests anil variot¡s tt¡ings that
happened to individuals that were, Jou could put together quite as!op. ! remember, we had this young fellor, he wai frpm l,lashingtonstate. And he was going to be Hôrseþasture lookout. But a fevr ãays
before they couìdn't get right up there so thqy sent him out wÍth 

-

Ralph Heath and I to maintain the Castle Rock lrait from Cougar Creek
side, or tjre East Fork side. Ralph and I stopped to buck ou[ a fairly
good sized log in the trail, so hre got that bucked out and rolled out
and went on up the hill.
Bob, he'd gone on up and he'd corn up to u ìong, rimber second growth
that had been mashed over with the snov and it had kind of a jackpot
there. And there was sorne stuff across the top of ít and he couldn't
reach it really good frpm the ground it was just too high for him.
50 he went down to the butt of it and walked up on that bowl and stood
up over the trail. He socked his axe a couple of times in there and
about that tirp it split. Just about the time we came up to him Ít
split and it flipped him wqy up ín the air. When we come to hÍm, he
was vray up in the aÍr. He was up there with the birds. And it
throwed him way dovn over the hillside and the hillside was probably
eighty percent slope and there was this big thick rhodeodendron patch
on there.
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l,le thought boy, we got a casualty on our hands yor knor. l,le went
tearÍng off down there. And about the tÍme we got down there he come
boili4g.or¡t the brush and he'd got skinned up hã was skinned up butit hadñ't... outside of skinnin! nim up and itrating him up a titile
it hadn't hurt him. 0n that stéep sió and in thai urush'wfry ne just
come to a stop in that brush down there and it didn't hurt him any.

I remember one time I was out with Ed l,loods and ny dad. Ed }.loods had
the rnanest old string of mules you ever heard. fud this one, Katie,
she could kick and bite and you wouldn't believe. She got Ed l.loods
down, he was the packer, got him down some way on the ground and was
.stomping the dickens ot¡t of him and qy dad run over thère and got her
by the ear and had his pocket knife... was going to cut her throat.

And oìd Ed, he was dovn there, she was stomping the devil out of him,
he was down there and was begging dad not to cut her throat. He says
"That's the best mule I got." And I was standing back there about half
scared to death what was going on, you know. old Ed finally got out
from under. Dad was just rea@ to cut her throat. Fle dÍdn't: And
old Ed he got up and had him all skinned up. If you just had
pictures, had pictures of sonn of that stuff, what you couìd
really...

You never did... Did you ever talk to Ray Engles?

JS: Sonebo{ had talked to him. We have...

JD: Huh?

JS: Somebody had taìked to him a few years ago.

JD: lle could remember everytfrÍng that went on from time, and I mean
he could tell you how much it rained on the fourth of Juty in 1910,
you knol, and stuff like that. 0h, he had a really, really, really
could renerùer things.

JS: I'lell, I have to get back to the ranger station soon here. I
think sometime I'm going to try and get Dale Carlson and Henry Carlson
to come up here and walk around and I could give you a carì at the
sanp time and we could walk around the old eCC camp.

JD: 0h, good, good.

JS: I think that would be real usefuì.
arrange that. Anything else you want to
camp?

So I'll caìl you when we
sqy about the 3-C's or the

JD: No I don't think of anytlring. But al'l the old buí'ldings, you
know, where pretty much there until, well...
JS: I think they rvere all torn down about 65.

JD: l,lhat?



JS: I tiink most, a lot of the buildings vúene torn down around 65
when they buiìd the ranger station.

JD: I guess so. l,lell, sqne of tln old officers' quarters u,as one
of the last, and they had gradually torn down the bunkhouses'till...
!¡hen. they finally... they put up a cookhouse. I think it was üro
bunkhouses and a cookhouse.left' then the other two had gone over the
years and...well, the bathhouse was stilì or¡t therc till last. They
tore the water tower down, I don't know when... and the forerens
quarters and tl¡e recreation gradually went and then the... well, the
old blacksmth shop and the filing shêd that had been gone for quite
a whÍle and then they tore the the concrete slab, is atill out-then:
for the shop, the vehicle shop there. Is that stÍll out there?

JS: Yeah, that's still there. And the concrete slab where the
showers were and then the sidewalk that was outside the mess hall.

JD: 0h yeah, thê side{alk went right doln the east side of the mess
hall. I can tell a funny incident that happended in the mess hall
therc one time.

JS: Sure.

JD: Anyrray, they were having scrambled eggs for breakfast. And the
mess sargeant had, what had happened was the eggs ... a case of eggs
had gotten kind of otd and he'd broken those añd got a case of frestr
eggs and mixed them, scrambled them. And he brought them dovn, Vou
know, we had tables in there it was famity style, anyway, he brought
them dqyn the aisle there, well he didn't but somebo{ did and thè
waiters did, tJrey had KP's and stuff, you know. They brought them
dq*n,, they took them down to the foremen's tabìe. They wai a couple
of down a certain place where the forernn set. And thêy put them on
there.

And one of the foreren told him to get the helt back, get them out
of there, they're rotten, theJ stink! And the waiter, he just walked
off and went back and said something to the mess sargeant. And the
mess_sargeant went dovrn there and started gÍving them , he gqys at
the foreman table sorp guff and the, told hÍm you get them back up
off the tables and you get them out of here.

The mess sargeant he just kind of taughed at 'em and turned around
and walked back, back up, there was a counter across up there in the
doorway and he walked back up there and went in there and turned
around. And abor¡t the tinre he turned around, wty he got ore of those
platters of those eggs right in his face, right in his face. I knowed
which one of the foreman throvled it too. Anywqy, he just walked back,
walked right back behind him and waited till he got back in the
kitchen and when he turned around he got that platter of scrambled
eggs right in the face. Pretty rveìì shot, they were.
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Cor¡nander Hart, he had a suillr hone dovn her€, tot tJrlrty bvo or
something. _A¡rd he used.come up there all the tlme till just a fervyears ago, I suppose he's dead no{. l'þ could have given-yar à lot01... He was a camp cormander there.

JS: Frank Hart.

JD: Huh?

JS: Frank Hart, I renpmebr... I have an article that was publÍshed
about him a few years back.

JD: He used to corn down here. God, every surmer he had a surmr
home dorn there and he used to come dovln there. He h,as a kind of otd
character. He was a navy, cormander Ín the navy. And there was, Idon't remember.

JS: Better late than never. There's still some of you around we can
find and talk with.

JD: I'd forgot, I don't know, I forgot that Dare was in there. But
Henry, Henry worked here after the 3{'s dqys. lle was a lookout, I'D
sure he was a lookor¡t on substitute. l,lell, I know he was ,cause I
tvas a gurad at Scott Lake and old Henry Lou maybe they were on trail
malnetenance, but I think Henry, Henry carlosn was a lookout at sub
anq g:ld Henry Lou was on trail maintenance up on the Skyline Trail
and they had, I don't know where it was, a fì're sonnplaée. Anyway,I picked him up fnrm Frog Camp and I took him over to the rangêr
:tu!ion:. tlenry worked here after but I don't rennnùer Dale wórking
il t,tt.3_-C camp when I was there. But, it'd be interesting to seeíf we all agreê where all the buildingi set. I know that infirmary
was back across that one road there. Those trees were pretty skinny
around there then. But you can go up along the road thäre..-..officer's quarters.

(tape blank for a monrent)

copies from a book that was, 1937 they put out a yearbook
Camp. Have yan seen that?

JD: No. I probabìy have, but I no doubt forgot.

can let yu have a copy of sorc of what we got, ifyou'd like.
the photos and things like that we've managed to find about
camp. I could just make some copies for you.

JD: t,lell I be'd interested in lookíng at it. It,s kind of
interesting to go back and look at sonre of those oìd yearbooks I got
trom Forestry school over there, and try and figure out, you know,
you wonder what happened to so many of those... (tape ends here)

JS: They're
for the CCC

JS: I
Sonn of
the the
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ORAL HISTORY OF F.S. CCC FOREMAi¡ - FRED BLOOMER

L936-L942

Conducted by Jør M. Silverrnoon
McKenzie Ranger District Archaeologist

5/rL/84

JS: When did you come to the camp first?

FB: l,lell, North Fork Ranger Station ís where I started working.

JS: l.lhat year was that?

FB: l,{ell, now I can't tell you that. I assunp it might have been...
there's no date on it...I'm so darned near blind nov, I can't see what
dates they are, but this is the house we built for Louis Neff, and
that's tjre Frank Davis house after we turned it around I believe and
put it on a foundation.

JS: Yor.¡ were a foreman with the CCC?

FB: I was a foreman with the 3-C's from, I think about'36'till I,
'till I went out...abor¡t what '52? '42? I tlrink they went out of
business in '42 sonBwhere.

JS: So you were up at ltlcKenzie Bridge for part of that tir¡e at Camp

Be I k nap?

FB: 0h, I was at ltlcKenzie Bridge... well while I was building these
üyo houses. I can't even see ny own stuff anymore. Anywqy we built
that house, that North Fork.. I'te built that one. And we turned that
house around and....

,lS: lrlhen you say we, that's the 3-C's crew?

FB: I'lell, the 3-C crew arÉ rny creÌú.

JS: Didyou train people as a fore¡nan, were these peopìe who didn't
know how to do this kind of work?

FB: l,lell , attempted awful hard to teach them quite a bit. Uh, we
didn't train them, I wouldn't sqy we trained them too much at
McKenzie. I,te had group from Arkansas and they couldn't even write
their o{n names. 5o a's far as training them, why, we didn't have them
over about three months and they moved them out.

JS: So yot¡ werne sqying ho,r these young men frum Arkansas dídn't know
how to read and write and you only had them for three months.
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FBi l,lell, they mly lasted three months and we shipped them out and
got a bunch from Louisana. Then I was transfered to'... from oakridqe
þ lkKenzie Bridge and that was company 927 which is covered mostly-in this book. 'liey were local boys, nósily and I'd say quite a bii
above the average rm of Arkansas... l,lell, we had them frpm Portland,
Salem.and Ergglð... l,le used to have a preúty good bunch of boys ,tilt
long tovands the last.

JS: I'lhat happened then?

fB, Tgll, it got so that they's so scared of running out of cc boys
tnat they seen orìe that looked ali e and was warm why,they'd grab -
nt m.

,lS: So some of these people towards the end, their motivation wasn,t
real good?

FB: I think... 0!r_I couldn't teil you what year they moved out but
we moved company 9?7 to Alaska I betieve... Ahd we were stationed at
Oakridge then and I'bounced back and forth between lvlcKenzíe and
0akridgg... And it-got dovn to where they couldn't get enough men to
keep going... That'i when they started grabbing any'kind thõy couldfind... I was building a house at Detroit then.

JS: So what other pn¡jects did you work on?

F.B: - l,lell, I'vq worked on pretty near every house in the country but
during tj¡e 3-C's I built Härdesty tookout ãnd Huckleberry Lookout with
3-C boys. And I built those, or I worked on those two h-ouses at
I'lestfir but we got transferred out of there. Bill l,liltiams worked
a whiìe and I worked a while again.

JS: so how was it buiìding lookouts? How did you get the material
up the mountains?

FB: Pack StrÍng. Somervhere there's a picture or twoI don't knm where but...there's a ski iodge we built
boys. This...

JS: That says what? Lairson peak Lookout?,

of packing.
with 3{

FB:. Yeah, I didn't work on Lairson. I went up and estimated what
ought to be done and I believe Carl Theine done the work.

JS: So how long wouìd it have taken to buitd a ìookout like that?

FB: A I ookont? l,lell , three weeks after the foundations in.

JS: So, hoy big wouìd a crerv be? Hov many people would be working
on it?

FB: How many rnn?
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JS: Yeah, hov mary men wene working on it?

FB: l,lell, we usuaìly have sonrebody cooking and three or four guys
working on building, otherwise that's about it.
JS: So you would stay camped up out at the work site.

FB: Yeah. It can be built, they can be built in three weeks after
the foundation's in, pþviding you don't stay and paint 'em or do any
extra work. Somewhere, but it's been a long time since I've seen it
and I don't have it anyrrcre, I have the exact nunùer of pack horse
loads there was and the whole tiing... but I have bunched that diary
and right now I have no idea where-it's at. I totd the kids to take
the damn stuff q¡t and burn it. I don't want to store ít any longer.
And I don't particularìy care about turning it over to anybody elõe,
so. ..

JS: l{ho would be the packer? I'las it a Forest Service packer?

FB: 0h, Bob Gage was one, and I tìink he's still living. And Peck
Creighton is still líving over in Bend, or was, the last I knew. l.le
built tlo buildings up at Camp Five, llestfir with 3-C boys. And
that's... we started to build a bridge at...
JS: Is that l,lest Boundary?

FB: l,lest Boundary, yeah and... a big abuttment there.

JS: So these men who weye coming in with the CCC, you wouìd train
them how to use, ìike cerBnt mixers and construcion-equipnrent or did
they al rea@ know hov to ó so?

FB: 0h yeah.

.ls: That was part of your job rvould be to show them how to use this
equipment?

FB: I used to hold classes once a week on sonnthing and then I'd say
most of that was just... well, eye wash... to satisfy the povers
above. But you always had, every day wtren you took a crew out, why
you start going through your crq{, pretty quick yol learned the boys
tj¡at were capable of doing sonnthing and understanding sonrething.
So yot¡ start him out in the morning and check him and watch him-all
day long, you might say, But, I thÍnk one of the first jobs I done
was finish up that observatory on the ltlcKenzie.

JS: The Dee l,lright Observatory?

FB: Yeah!

JS: Did you know Dee l{right or did you come on after he had died?
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FB: I didn't build it, I took Ít over about half way through
construction by Felix sparks and Forest Drury had worked on it. I
put all lhe little port holes through ttp wall and pointed them
towards the mountaihs and put signs on them, or madä signs for them,
put it that way. And I set the bronze plaque on top. And I built
the staimay up and it's been rebuilt a.tinie or two since.

rlS: So the material for the observatory, did that come from that
locatÍon?

FBj Right out of that tocation, yeah. l¡le had a double toiret just
belry it on the right, but some6ody got scared they'd fall throúgh
the floor or sornethíng and decided- tñey'd better burn it out befõre
it-happened. That only ìasted a fevr years, it was a good safe
building for quite a while, or would have been.

JS: So when the observatory was finÍshed, what did you do then?

FB: l,lhen the observatory was finished? I don't rererùer whether we
went on the fvlcKenzie crerv house or... You're asking a guy to go back
quite a Yrays, sixty years.

JS: Yeah! l.lell, whatever you can remember.

FB: l,lell, one of the first jobs I done was finish up the Blue River
Ranger Statim, that's that sole, single buitding there, the first
one to the east at Blue River. At that time lrhKenzie and Blue River
were the same District.

JS: So did you know the District Ranger at that time?

FB: Did I knov who?

JS: The District Ranger, I betieve Ít would have been Ray Engles.

FB: ür yeah! Yeah, I worked in out of Ray's office, well several
years until he retired. From about... I think I went to the 3-c's
in_0akridæ in'36 and that's when I started actually working 3-C's.
Before that I had nren with a bunch a carpenters, we built thé tugene
warehou se.

JS: From Oakridge you went to lrlcKenzie Bridge?

FB: Um?

JS: From 0akridge you went to lvlcKenzÍe Bridge?

FBi_ Ygah, they moved the company to ltlcKenzie Bridge.
well I'd have to guess '37 or' '3-8... why they move¿ t¡¡e
over to Oakridge again.

JS: How were the relations between you and the Forest
well did üís 3{'s work wíth the Forest Service?

Then about...
lvlcKenzie Camp

ServÍce? How
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FB: 0h, as far as I was concerned I worked for tt¡e Forest Service
and enioyed it! I didn't have much to do with the men other than put
them to work at eight o'clock in the morning and get them back at'
night. And take them on fires.

JS: Did yu do any, like fire lirn building with them?

FB: 0h yeah. I think tiat was the nrost efficient fire control we
ever had. But I can't sqy that for all DÍstricts or anythÍng. l,le
had sor¡e good men trained and when we went out on a fire each man knew
what he was going to do and where he was goíng to do it. They were
good... good men, or boys.

JS: So about ho'l old were they?

FB: How old was the average?

JS: Yeah, most of them were about üventy, nineteen?

FB: I'lell, I'd say the average of them run around twenty two to twenty
five.

JS: And you were how otd then, yourself?

FB: I was what?

JS: How oìd were you at the time?

I'lell, I started there in'36 so I was thirty four.

l,lhat brought you to doing this kind of work with the 3-C 's?

and I hadFB: I'lell, I worked for contractors for five or six years
worked on this first job with... the Eugene warehouse.

JS: That was the 34's, that was located in Eugene?

FB: Yeah. And there were very few 3-C's, if any there. Now that,s
Harcld Traxler, he was a forcman at Falì Creek CC Camp. He came fncm
there. But the rest of us were civit service carpenters or just
!i.red. I was just hired, I never was a Civil Service carpenter thatI know of. They had titles, calling nn carpenter and evei-ything
else. They changed abq,¡t every three to six nonths. You never knew
what titìe you were working under, it could have been carpenter
foreman or construction foreman or whatever they... the personnel
department handed out.

JS: Do remember how much you got paid as a foreman in those days?

FB:

JS:
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FB: Eighteen, well now I hired out in the 3{'s and I don't know
whether I took an examination or not. But I got eighteen hundred a
year when I started Ín the C's. That was along oh, ô year a half
after this job.

JS: After the warehouse job?

FB: And I worked a fed 3-c's down there at the warehouse different
times but... North Fork Ranger Station, or not North Fork, Brcitenbush
I guess.. .

JS: Yeah, that was build by the 3-C's out of McKenzie BrÍdge?

FB: llmm?

JS: The 3-C's at lvlcKenzie Bridge, they built the Breitenbush station
also? l.lherc wene yql working at that time?

FB: I'lhen I got to the 3-C's? llell, I started at 0akridge and I
worked there three of four months and thqy transferred that compnay
out and I was transferred to l*kKenzie Bridge company 927. And most
of this is Company 927. Old Joe Mitchell, I believe his name was,
was camp superintendent. And we went under Ray Engles when we were
in lvlcKenzie and under C.B. McFarland when we was in 0akridge.

JS: So what... how was it in terms of accidents? l,lere people faírly
safe, I mean do peopìe get injured doing tnis kind of work?

FB: I'lell, we was pretty careful with them, I never had but one fairly
serious accident. Ore boy cut his leg, that's when we was building
the ski ìodge, hewing some timbers to put in the main room down there
and he was running a foot edge, came through and flipped his leg and
they rnved him down t0... well we had a Detroit... a Company of 3-C's
frun Detroit worked on it on Cascadia District I guess. Anyway they
put him to erasing pencil marks out of library books and one thÍng
o¡ another fon a few dqys. I tiink that's the worst cut up man I had,all due to carelessness, due to the fact he'd been warned.'.. Butyou
have to start sorn of them somewhere.

JS: So did you socialize at all with the 3-C's?

FB: Did I what?

JS: Didyou socialize with them at all? You say you picked them up
a 8:00 in the morning and would drop them back at camp at five.
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FB: lrlell, we ate in the sann mess hall and you got to knov, oh,
probably twenty, twenty five percent of the personnel. And, they'd
have little skits or orn thing or nother in the evenings. That 927
was a pretty good company because, well they used to get along a lot
better than ar¡y of the eastern companÍes. They all had to live on
the sarB money, it just seems like some companies could make their
money go so much farther than others. I knø, Captain Elner, oh, I
had him at Oakridge and McKenzÍe both, he would scrounge around and
had a good mess sergeant. But they alwqys had plenty of money, enough
to invite outsiders in once in a while. The could feed them a littìe
ice cream or something, then we used to put on lÍttle movies. I say
we, I didn't, it was the educatÍonal advisor... well, you might say
a front agent for the 3{'s.
JS: So did they, vlere the local people involved, how did they relate
to ttre 34's?

FB: l.lell, they used to come in sotne, on certain nights when they'd
be invited, we'd have girls fn¡m 0akridge. I don't knov if we ever
did at ltlcKenzie, we had people from McKenzie but not from the
schools. School was dovln at Blue River, consequently they were pretty
scattered out, all the way from Blue River to l,lhite Branch.

JS: I'lhat did the nen be doing when they weren't working?

FB: Did what?

JS: l,lhat would people be doing when they weren't workirg, like after
five o'clock or on weekends? Did they work five days a week, six dAys
a week?

FB: lrlell, the kids had to keep up their barracks. All the npre less
than... stand inspection a couple times a day. They werc called out
by different crews in the morning and you loaded them on a truck and
took them where your project was, brought them back in about 4:30.

JS: So you didn't stay at the canp, you stayed somewhere else
besides the camp?

FB: Well, we had our fore¡nen's quarters and... 0h, we'd see sore of
them occasionaììy. They'd be out maybe, playing basebalì or something
lÍke that on the parade field. They were good kids, Company 927, it
was a darn good company for several years. 0f course, it didn't
compare with the veterans camp I worked in up in l,tashÍngton for about
six months. That was the toughest outfit I ever tried to work for.

JS: They nere what, veterans?

FB: l{hat?

JS: The veterans' camp was arn¡y veterans?

FB: Anqy 3{'s, and veterans, they weren't veterans, but they were



in the 3{'s. ibbo@ had a4y contrcl of them, put it that way. If
things dídn't go right welì they wrote their senators. compañy
cormanders would be changed or something to please the outfit.-
JS: But that's not the way it was in trhKenzie Bridge though...
lYlcKenzie Bridç was....

FB:. .That't lu, away -from lrlcKenzie Bridge. That rvas up North Bend,
l{ashington when I built a firehall. I was transfered Lp there froñ,well when they closed out lÞtroit after the Tunble creek Fire. I runa firc crs{ on Tumble creek fire for, I suppose the most of thirty
days, on mop-up and one thing or another.

JS: For one fire? It was a big fire?

FB: 0h I... it started out to be a real big one then it got... The
mistake I tiink was the fÍreboss decided he'd backfire oul a bunchof Ít one.day and his backfires didn't take. They just took enough
so Ùúe probably spent þro weeks on nop-up on those-. -By the tire hé'd
get a mile and a half of fire started, just scattered here and there,
and nothing happens for a week why... I set up fire pumps the full
length of French creek Road, every place ther-e was wäter, and got alt
set fon a big fire. They went through and lit it and couidn't ñakeit burn

loy Elìiott is over in 109 I believe it is, and he used to be
fÍrcboss. But not connected with the 3{'i too much other than hoìlerfor help.

JS: So did you work on any campgrounds?

FB: Hmm?

JS: Did you help buitd any of the campgrounds?

FB: I worked all the wqy through on Paradise, and that was mostly
wi th 3-C 's.

JS: How was that built? You had a crew corne in and buÍld the camo.I mean hovl long, what would thqy do? How long did ít take to builili
FB: l,lelì, It was a... after we moved 9zr over to 0akrÍdge. No, it
was while we was over at l,,lcKenzie. 0h, we worked on thaÍ, for, Í
suppose close to a year or more, making furniture, and had an old guy,
I n.lieve they called him Dad l,laìters,-and he run-the campground
lurnlture crew and he was pretty good.

JS: So there was a special crerv that would make the furniture?

FB: Hnm?

JS: You said there was a special crew that would make the furniture?
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FB: llell, thqy made table and garbage top covers... alì the stuff
that was used in those days in the campgrounds. I bui'lt two rest
rocrns witf¡ flush toilets and one tiing ór another. I can't say whatyear I built them but I suppose it waó back, oh, somewhere aroúnd
:36. Arprwqy .I went in and tore them dovn and burned then up and buíl t
two new buildings there. That y',as after I quit working the 3-c,s,
iust working packers and whatever year-arouri¿ trelp thei had. I dón't
know, I don't know whether I'm gÍving you anything you want or not.

JS: I'lo, yeah, I thínk you ane. I just wanted to talk
what-you did and what the canp was ìike. Did the camp
shop?

with
have

you about
its own

FB: I,lell, no, how do you mean? Mechanícal shop or...
JS: I'lell, I noticed on ttre old maps of the camp I've seen they say
machine ghop, and I iust wondered what kind of equipment they had
there and...

FB: l,lell, they used to split a lot of logs, one guy under and one
g.uy on tgp., -and ô a lot of axe work, so those gqys got pretty good.
lney coul<l just chop a square hole in a lid for a garbage pit or
whatever. But old... Pop hlaìters and another old éuy, we was hired
as a training... he was a leader in the 3-c's, they-paid leaders an
extra six bucks or whatever it was... Pop 0rr. Those'ilo gr¡ys could
do most lnyuring with a axe and all ttre table tops were lolj tnat nao
been hand sawed.

JS: l,lhen your crew finished the Dee t{right observatory or when that
was.done, dig yor have any kind of celebration or did you just go on
to the next job?

FB: l'lelì, I had grand opening, alright, for several things. There's
some iunk in here on the opening of the ski lodç which wãs done by
another 3-c company out of Detroít. And the lait tirn I went to oneof Gail Bumell's information deals, they give us a bunch of junk that
had been written up by sonnbody thai nevär even... vlelt I woñ,t say
lhçV ryç.çn't connected, I imagir¡e it was the company clerk out ofDetroit that give the Salem páper the informatioir. -But 

he took creditfor working on ttre ski ìodç and to ry knov.ledge, and I was the first
man on it and the ìast man to leave, he never set foot in that
þu!ld!ng. And furtherinor,ìe, if they'd actually told the truth, that
buiìding was built in spÍte of the -C's.

JS: l,lhat do you mean by that?
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FB: l{ell, Bud Burgess was Ranger for the Cascadia... ski lodge, on
the cascadia District. And Les sedge was company superintendent.
And they gave us the men that we would use, air¿ I woi¡ldn't say they
went to too mt¡ch trouble picking out their best ones either, but we
had a crew of üirty, roughly thirty at FÍsh Lake at a side camp, and
they were fed out of Detróit... wasn't alt together satisfactory but
that's tl¡e best we could do. But old Bud Burgess would help us ôut
quite a bit by going in trying to straighten out the the rough spots.
And it's just as he aid once, he said we built this building-in lpite
of you and not with you.

JS: Did yo.r do any work at Fish Lake?

FB: tlhat?

JS: Did you do any of the work at, Fish Lake?

EB: 0h, I put nen foundations under sor¡e of the old buildings andI put in a septic tank for, oh what the heck, the cabin on tñe hilt.
Y.eah, vrq mqy have dore a lot of maintenance of the camp whíle we were
there along with other work.

JS: So, did you {o any tree planting? Is that sonrething that your
crews would be doing?

FB: Any wtrat pl anti ng?

JS: Tree pl anting, rcforestation?

fgi I run a planting crew one day when somebody else was lqying off.
Othenvise I was m a building or constructíon job somewhere else.

JS: But other people in the camp were involved with tree pranting
then, they would have different crews doing different tlrings.

FB: 0h, vre had, there were two or three tree planting crews up around
High Prairie and that area. I've been through a tim or üvo sÍnce
and notÍced sorB of the plantings. They're getting right up there
now.

JS: How many rrcn were with company 927 when it was at l'lcKenzie
Bri dge?

think they tried to hold it around as hundred and eight. Hhy,
I ovler, why they 'd recru i ted .

so, how many foremen would there be for that many people?

I don't knoY, they got

JS: Did everybody at the camp get a book ìike this? It's lÍke a
yearbook that everybo{ wouìd get?

FB: I
Ít got

JS:

FB: l,,lel I , Bob Dunning, RAy Kel sey, and I.
our pictures in here sorBwhere.

101



FB: Did I ever what?

JS: Did everybo(y at the camp, did they get a book rike this here?

fQi l,lell, they had the opportunÍty... Captain Nell... He was in local(?) þrith the company conmander.

.lS: I see this person's a telephone foreman... for laying phone
I i nes?

FB: l,lell, we used to maintain our own line to Fish Lake and also
to Eugene.

JS: Your own phone line?

FB: Our own phone line. And from anywhere in the forest, you used
cguld call Eugene for nothing. Frank Whitaker was the telephone man.
0ld Felix spañks... Pop 0rr.l. Henry carlson, he was a reaäer, which
is a job he shouldnnt a had. Otr he was alright, but...
JS: so there yras a lot of classes at the camp, do you know? you said
there had an educational advisor. Do yotr knorv what kind of classes
people would be taking?

FB:,l{ell, q lot of them were forced to take... oh, you might say,
grade school subjects.

JS: Reading, writing and spelling?

FB: Reading, writing and a little arithmatic. l,lho the heck was the
educational advisor then?

JS: This sqys John Crockett.

FB: I'lho?

JS: This picture here is John Crockett.

FB: That was a tirc when I wasn't in the camp, I guess.

JS: So the camp had its own infirmary?

FB: Yeah. 0h, we had about an eight bed infirmary.

JS: Did the camp grow any of its own food, or was that all just
brought in?

FB: All brnught in.

JS: Did you ever keep anything tike chickens or anytJring....
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fB: .Nope, I don't ü¡ink that therc was anything bought locat except
bread. The bakery truck used to come in every ñow añ¿ then.

JS: }lhen I looked around up there there's an old part of a stone,it looks like a stone oven ôr something tike that.' Do you remeber
anything like that up there?

FB: At I'hKenzie?

JS: At I'kKenzie. It's mqybe about seven or eÍght feet long and about
four feet wide.

FB: No, I don't. l,lhere was it located? I suppose that's kind of
hald to identify too.

JS: l,lell, you know how there was the parade ground and the baseball
diamond and hcw the road looped around. Okay, it was off to the right
as you go into the camp, off'to the right af ttre end of the loop.

FB: That I suppose tnight have beer¡ a paint storage room for the
carpenter shop, after they burnt the first one down.

JS: Yan say there was a fire at the carnp?

FB: l{hat?

JS: You say there yúas a fire at the carpenter shop?

FB: Yeah.

JS: How did that happen?

FB: well, I don't know. I think oÍly rags might have been the cause
of it. It took off Ín the mÍddle of the night, three of four o'cìock
in the nnrning.

JS: So do you know when that was?

F9: I'lell, I can't tell you when it was but some where in here is a
picture of us rebuilding- it, the foundation¡

JS: So it was just the 3{'s that fought that fire.
FB: 0h, yeah.

JS: Did you have to do anything for the local residents? I mean did
you help them fight fires at theír houses or anytiing like that?
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FB: Yeah. l.le would send a fi¡e pump and sometimes tuo fine pumps
and hoses and one thing or another. I rerprúer a fire down, I thinkit was in the bowling aìley, dorvn pretty well to the edge of tovn.
At i,lcKenzÍe I don't... well , ræ wa's dowh there protectíñg houses a

our fÍres all went wild and I put
I believe is the name of that
p there to protect it. It seems

I'le had a... I can't say wtrat fire
or¡t thirty acres and we were ín

the nnp-up stage, and abor¡t three o'clock in the the afternoon or
three tnírty it took off. I won't sqy that one took off because there
was on the other side of the river form the fire that I was on ¡nop-up
was. Nov which one started setting fire again I don't kno.l, but I
never had been on a fire when conditions were that bad -- when you
look around and your shirts on fire and stuff like that.

JS: So, did people get injured?

FB: No, I don't think we had any casuatties. But I know that the
f.irst tiing done was send a guy up to the head of the fire and told
them to move out and come in. I told them to throw their pump in the
creek and cor¡e dovn. And I grabbed a pump where we wene working and
the fire was set so far behind, down the road that I knew there was
no use fÍghting it frcrn where I was so I went back down there to touchit off again, or not touch Ít off but to start the pump up and it
burned up to about eleven o'clock that night before things started
calming down. And we set up a pump in thã river down thãre at
Laughing hlaters Motel, I believe it was. People u,ene nuts that night,
everbody was, they had moving outfits up from Eugene and moving people
out... ü, I was dovn on a fire in Chetco. I was on a lot of fires
whíle I was there, but Tumble creek was the biggest. It was an old,
oìd burn that had been there for years in Detroit. It seemed like
every snag in there caught fire that night.

JS: l{hen yu werc at the camp in lr,lcKenzie Bridç, Camp Belknap did
everybody live in buildings or yúere people still tiving in tents or
was it pretty mudt just all the buildings?

FB: well, rre had three barracks, anyway three barracks, and we had
a foremans quarters dæm on the creek and a.parts house and tooì
house, and one thing or another down by the creek. Don wright had
a shop over at the foot of the hill where he done the mechañical work
for 3-c's. And we had sonre pretty good 3-c boys back in those days.

JS: Tle creek yor mentioned, this ís the creek that runs back behind
where the Ranger station is now? There you have the river, then you

!îåE S.rilrliîil then the camp and then this creek is up asaÍnst the

FB: Yeah. That little creek runs through, welt right behind where
we had our foremen's quarters.
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JS: This is the picture I got at the camp. This is the main part
of the camp?

FB: I can't even identify any of Ít anymore. That looks like the
old foreman's quarters. There used to be a grease rack sitting right
at the end of it. I don't know who done the landscaping.

JS: Yes, that's all ttre walkwqys that are lined with rocks?

FB: t{hat I was thinking of was a creek that run right behind here.
But I couldn't swear its still there.

JS: Well, there are some things that may have looked like it had been
a creek at one time.

FB: I think it's part of the drainage off of the airport. I shot
about a quarter of the ditch out with ditching powder on that airport
to turn the creek down the side instead of cut across.

,lS: Did the 3{'s build that airport or was that there before they
got there?

FB: No, the C's didr¡'t have anything to do with the airport. They
wene gone. I had, I don't knm what year it was or anything but after
the 3-C's. They put me up there, or took me up there, stumps six to
eight feet around all over it, all over the airport yard. Thirty days
or sixty days, I've forgotten how much time.

JS: So did the camp have its ovn newspaper?

FB: No, well we used to have a little newsletter. I think Mill City
olned part of it. The Saìem paper would serd a gqy in and he'd gather
information. He'd get information from the wrong places. He never,
to ny knowledgê, never put in a dqy on the job. And when I told Gail
that, she sqys, it ought to be accurate we got it out of the paper.
I said I don't giræ a damn where yor got it. If that's a sample of
the kind of stuff you are going to print I just as well bug out.

JS: I notice in orn of these pictures one of the people have a dog.
l,lere people allowed to have dogs in the camp? It says Blackie Cook.
0r is this a late picture? There's a dog in the picture.

FB: llelì, that's true, I had Ít Faìl Creek Road. Might be his dog
or, of course they were living at home.

JS: 0h, okôy, I see.

FB: Either that or at the cook house. That was quite a bridge job.

JS: The Dolly Vardin Bridge? tlhere's that?

105



FB: I'lell, that's where tlre Dolly Vardin Bridge is todqy out of
concrete. In '42 I was all headed to California or Texas or
somevhere, I don't kncn where. The old supervisor cane out one dqy
and said well, it looks like things are going to be pretty slim arôund
there. That he was going to recor¡nend me for a job tooking after
housing and transportation in a rubber deal. l,lell about six months
ìater I was on tÌ¡Ís bridge and he didn't say it was offered to me.
Atl he said was, "l'lill you turn it down?" So I just told hím I'd go
ahead and turn it dwn. Although it did mean abcx.tt a thousand dollars
more to me. I tiked to work ou[ of Eugene. I had my family here.
I dgn't suppose very many of those gqys ane stìll living. Minor
Bi t I i ng s mi þrrt be dówn . .-.

JS: Minor BÍl lings?

FB: Yeah. He isn't a 3-c but... Art Kackley and Bill steele and
Peck Creíghton. I run a pressune road job there on Fall Creek, that
was all civilian help.

JS: So what do you think abor¡t the whole 3-C's? Think it was
a useful thing to have happened?

FB: What do I think abo.rt, what now?

JS: The 3{'s? I mean was it...
FB: I think it was a awful good thing for the country, especialìy.
when it first started.

JS: l,lhat do you think peopte ca¡ne away from it with?

FP: l{ell, I had one lad that works for the Orven eìevator company,
the outfit that runs these elevators in big buiìdings. The last I
heard from him, I haven't heard fronr him in fifteen-to bventy years,
but he had a steady job with the... just going around maintaining
e_levators in buildings. And he was or¡e of r¡y leaders and I had to
fÌglrt pretty hard to-get the leaders rating ior him. That's one thing
I'll sqy abwt the 3{'s, tte leaders are ñot properly picked.

JS: How wouìd they be picked?

FB: l.lell, our... I don't knor what they call hÍm, camp
superintendent, I guess, or something, but he only corrìes ín contact
with about ten or fifteen of the boys. And nine times out of ten,it would be hís office help or somebody there who gets the leadersjobs. And that shouldn't have been.

JS: You think tlat the foreman should have been able to choose nnre?

FB: I think it should have been voted on by the foreman.

JS: Did the foremen meet very often with the camp superintendent?
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FB: Well, we were mone capable of knowing peoples' ability after we
worked them three or four days and the superintendent was just
watching them load and unload out of a truck, morning and night. Níne
tirns out of ten the leaders' jobs went to people in-the toot house
that he was personalìy acquainted wíth and stuff like that. Not
necessarily always the guy tJrat was a good worker or... oh, I said
gomg.thi¡g q whÍle back here about... if a man was wann they took him
Ín the 3-c's. It got down so bad that the company cormandeis or
nobo(y else knew what to do with them.

I was tel'ling them one night about how much it cost to feed the kids
therc in the 3{'s so they should consider that as part of their yrages
and so forth. And one kid pipes up and says, "r,lell, my mother coulã
feed them for less than that."

so we were loading a wheel barrow one day and he was sitting on hís
but!, monkeying along m a shovel and I said, "You can't turn out a
day's work that way."

"l'lell I don't know why not, captain so and so sits down when he does
his work."

Just off their rocker! But they was grabbing for anybody just to keep
the strength in the camp up.

JS: How did you get assigned projects to work on?

FB: blhat?

JS: How did you get assigned projects to work on?

[B: l{ell, I don't knov. It started kinda early in ny career, 'tÍllI went to the 3-c's, then it was up to the camp superintendeni, andif we got into Ít too heavy, rrhy it'd go on up to the Supervisor.
In other words if he wanted sornthing that I didn't figure was rightI wouldn't hesitate to

JS: Did that happen very often?

FB: No. But he'd go to the supervisor with things that should have
been settled by him. I kinda liked Lee Fountain. If he told me to
build a roof over the forest I'd get out and start splitting shakes.I worked with Lee Fountain an awful lot.
JS: Lee was who?

FB: He was a foreman. And he was the'last company cormander, I
l¡elieve, at Detroit, for a short tÍme when they closed the camp and
stuff.

JS: So how ìong did people usually stay at the camp? Six months, ayear, üvo years?
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FB: l,{e have sotn that are there for a year and a half. I had kids
on that ski lodge that went all the way through on it. Kids that I
started with and taught quib a bit about breaking rock and lqying
rock, I don't know whether you ever noticed that ski todge or not.

JS: 0h I've noticed it. I've been up there.

FB: There's a lot of rock nork.

JS: That alì came out of Hogg Rock.

FB: It all canB from Hogg Rock.

JS: I'las that cut out by hand? Did you blast it out?

FB: Cut out by hand. 0h, I trÍed to order sorne plug and feathers
but it didn't work out very good. But we did beat a lot of them in
a flat side or something. Lee worked hard at it, and I worked hard
at it part of the time. That vúas a miserable job!

JS: It's a beautÍful building.

F.9: Well, to begin with, I can't remember anything about the
dirnnsions or anything, but to lay that foundation-everything had to
be laid or¡t eight or nirn feet in the air. And 'till it set batter
boards or anything to have permanent markers so that you could stretch
a string and check yourself once in a while... And the mosquitos when
we started was... I'd be shooting a mark on those batter boards and
I'd just take ny mask up long enough to have a poínt located and I
could just have blood dripping off ny fingers. 0h, it was awful.
Finally got some cheese cloth and put an end m a big culvert dqvn
the road. And, well I went in there to eat lunch but it was only a
month or so and it got better. But boy, those mosquitos weræ bad when
we start that. I think we started that on the sixtenth of June and
ended it sometirn in January or February.

JS: You made all the furniture that's inside that building too?

FB: No, that was made at Oakridge and shipped to us.

JS: 0h, okay. 
.

FB: He built the built-ins that has the counters, the counter in the
k itchen and...

JS: The beds upstairs?

FB: And that stuff. I had a pretty good carpenter helping ne. I
can't remember his name right nor. I see he died the other day too.
If I could find sonn of the old 3-C boys you'd might get some more
and better stuff from them.
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JS: I've got some other people I've written too and I'm trying some
more stuff. Do you know anybo(y around this area who was enroìled
at the camp? I'lho mqy still be around?

FB: There undoubtedly is. I'd have to go somewhere into my records
to find that leader's name no{, that's working for Owen's elevator
company, but he ought to be alive yet. He was taking good care of
his healtJt. And he lived in Salem. And I had a pair of twins that
worked with me on the ski I odge, they ought to be around somewhere
but I don't knovl their names no{. I used to keep record on sorn of
them all the tim, those that I turned certain jobs over to. I know
Lee Fountain is dead. I pertnear got to assune that Les Sedge is.

JS: Dídyou ever have a reunion or something like that after the camp
had cì osed? l.lhat kind of contact did yq¡ maintain with people? I'las
Ít a one to one thing or were there any camp reunions?

FB: I see orìe once in a while. I went in, oh, ô pizza joint down
there in Eugene, I suppose abq.¡t a year and a half ago. And I went
to bry a pitcher of'beer and the gqy fÍlled it, come back and sAys
"Is your name Fred Bloorner and were you a foreman in the 3-C's?" I
run across some of those every nov and then.

JS: Yeah, forty year later or fifty years later...
FB: Years later. l-þll, it's been since'42 that the 3{'s folded
up, all except that veterans' camp up in l,lashington. I was to
transfer to go to the Siskiyou to ô a road job. And I stopped at
the Eugene office and Robert and Cìyde Plonm (?) and Roy Etlíott said
".No, stop yor here." So they got a hold of Lloyd Brown who was in
charge of personnel at that time and got me a change of orders to go
back on tl¡e tlillamette. And I worked there ever since. I built a
lot of bridges, ô lot of buildings, and I monkeyed around and repaired
a lot of houses. Odd jobs that kept ne busy.

The tirn Robert (?) told me, in '42 | believe it was, he came out to
the warehouse and asked nre if I'd take that job with the rubber
outfit, Look after housing and transportation, I told him I would.
Then he came out a month to six w eks later and asked me if I'd turnit down and he never actualìy carne out and saíd that it had been
offered. Apparently it was considered or he wouldn't have brought
it up. Anyuay he says, "Ifyou'll stay here I can always guarantee
that your wages will equal the District Assistants." And that's all
he said. Ar¡d to my knowledge he just about lived up to it white he
I i ved.

Is there anything else you might want to add that I haven't askedJS:
you?
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FB: No, I can't... that's why I figured when it was 3{'s that it
was going back quitq a ways, that's'42 when they closed the camps.
I! ryight have.been '4L but that's forty three yeãrs. As far as i know
that veterans'camp Ís still running up there. That was an awful
place !q ru a crew. They'd start getting drunk Fridqy and you was
lucky if you got them sobered up by Monday night. And they'd actually
steal hams from the cook house and go across the roads just above ths
camp and peddìe them to the cÍvilians and get away with it.
JS: Yor¡ didn't have that kind of problem down in the 3{'s camp
in l'¡lcKenzie Bridge did you? It was just the veteran's camp that that
was happening at.

FB: Any veteran's camp was a mighty harsh step to run. It can't be
run actualìy. They got so many people in high places that somebody
has to be transfered out, sornbody else in oi something, to get along
with the conditions. I had a... sitting on the porch at the-foremans
quarters there up in I'lashington, where I was buiìding that North Bendfire hall. And I see a gqy come across the parade giounds wittr a
wheelbarrow and he had somebody in it. And I didn't think much aboutit. lþ corne over and there was a creek along side the property, it
was eighteen, twenty feet...

JS: So your going to have those ??? forever!

FB: I would rather they were burned. There nothing that... oh, itteìll what jobs I have done and when. It gives dates and one
another... I finished out a room in that fórerBn's quarters in
OakrÍdç. J. R. sqys, "Keep that for visiting personnel."

I said, "llelì, if you're going to keep
I want üvo more dqys of extra wages for
and finished it. He went to towñ then
th ink.

Anymy
"l,le l l ,

I went to the company cormander and the company cormander says,
he can hold if he wants to pqy thÍrty dollars a day for Ít."

I guess between the two and the supervisor, why they got Ít ironed
ot¡t but these things coùne up once in a great while and.....

,ls: I{orld you intervene once in a while on behatf of your crew
members?

FB: 0h Yeah. Yeah, if you have a man who isn't puttÍng out and you
knqv he's capable of puttíng out we used to... could gõ to Captaìn
Nell and tell him that we y,,eren't satisfied with the guy, he wasn't
working up to his potential. And he might put him cuttÍng wood, so
many blocks off that log in eight hours, or he might discharge you,
that was in the dqys when the men was coming easy. l.le had a little
control of them that way but....

JS: It was hander to do that tovards the end?

that for visiting personnel,
building it. I built shutters

to try to get me fired I
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FB: 'cot¡rse we would transfer them and swap them around here and
.yoy'd think might be pretty good
't be worth a dãmn in your -crew.

ce to be a telephone crewman.
d be alot of stuff. Most of the
hrough this gang that plant trees
, and get a gqy for carpenter work
rk in their lÍfe.

That one kid couldn't even:pett his name and I was supposed to teachhim to.do carpenter work. i-ma¿e an àiiorù because when I asked himwhat his name was the first day he worked for me, he iãltd-"õo.ld.il"'
I said, "Is that Dowd?,'

"0r, I think so."

l,lell I had him when... when I got
spell his name but as far as readito sixteenths or sixty fourths or
and we had company comnanders that
to have heìd a cìass in navigation and all they done was a few men
dovn and @ across the river.l
JS: That's the navigation class?

FB: .They'd held a class in navigatíon. t.le had so many politicaì
appoinrees when r srarred rhe c,ã that it wai iiñ¿ rii,iiiiri.- w.
lgg a lot of po.litical appointees that were foremen. ;\s far as thatgoes' I llt picked by a Sûpervisor's selectioñ cormitteã wt¡icñ-doesn,t
sqy a helT of a lot... Old p. A. Thompson and he was a good one.--Ë,ãget aroundr go up to lookot¡ts and insþect inem, cut the lookouts hair
.ang oF-tiing or another to make him þresenhbíe... i ãonîi'-Èñov whatne's doTng now days. Most weekends he,d go and visit a lookout
sonevrhere, and do what he could to clean it up.

used to have a foreman by the narp of Alìen, I can,t think of whathis first name was,.aryl3y he sent scrne kidé up to that tookoui"ilghtbehind gqmp thçre át t'tcrei¡zie ãbout rour mliei-up the traÍt
1I::1*kI9.tlfnup l.nd rhe trtcKenzie, a4yway he'senr rwo of rhem upEnere. they got up there and reported in, -,,l,lhat 

do we do now?',

Roy Allen could have been his namer-anywqy he said, ,,sit on your assand eat beans and jack-off . " r ¡eiievä ñ'"ts 
'ñane 

wás Roy niräñ-rre
transfered up to washÍngton. I'm pretty sure he's dead-nov.-

Really the only jobs in there that pertain to the 3- c,s are the
IvlcKenzie crov house that was started and balled up before I went onit -- the ceiling,iotn!: going. the_wrong ¿treðfioh and a few thÍngs
and it was built by Fetiz Spaiks, I thÍñk and Forrest Drury, but it
was a mess.
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JS: I'le I I , I app rec i ate your time .

FB: Yot¡'re welcore to it, that's alì I got. That's all I'd done the
last fev years I worked for the Government was take on the jobs that
weren't going good.

JS: So, after the 3-C's closed, Jou went up to Washíngton right?
Ycr¡ went up to that camp in l,lashington?

FB: I went to Washington I believe in '41.

JS: Then what did yul do?

FB: I built the fire hall at North Bend and I put ín a bunch of
culverts m a road into... Thqy wanted to put a lookout on it. That's
where I was working when I was transfered out.

JS: So, JW continued working with the Forest Service then.

FB: State Forestry. But generally they treated me good. Put up wÍth
ne. I wound up inspecting contract work for the last three or four
years and I didn't like that. That might have hastened my retirennnt
a I ittle.
JS: l,lell, I appreciate your help and I'11 let you know how I cor¡e
¡lg4g. l,lhat's happening is the Ranger District wants to put new
buildings in, back behind where the-Ranger Station is and that's where
the camp used to be and so what we'r€ trying to do is sort of compile
a history of the camp before we go in and build the new buildings.

FB: I seen that camp go fron a gasolir¡e electric outfit to hydraulic
system they got or had and from that to cornercial power. I done a
lot of rewiring, putting in nerv services and stuff like that which
is vuork I had to do rnstly nyself. I put electric heat in the Ranger
house at l4cKenzie and I believe what we used to call the bunkhouse.I don't know yrrtrether lvan Krurm yr?s Jiving there or who was rivils
there but thqy wanted scrne electric heat so I put a neìy service in
üere and a new switch panel... bunch of stuff, we pumped him up sone
circuits for electric heat.

JS: tlas this during the 3-C's tirn or after?

Fred: I suppose that was after tJte 3{'s. I can't remember who was
Ranger there at the tir¡e but I had to go down and put in the
service... when we put the comercial power in. I only half dore ry
job because right aîter that everbody irent to clothes dryers, eìectric
ranges and whatever. A lot of stuff had to be changed from when Ít
was done the first tinre. I don't think there was an electric range
there in anytlring, I knov there wasn't any heat. I can't even
rernnber the Ranger who was living in it when I done the electric
heat.

JS: l,lelì, I wrote this out, so if this is alright with you I just
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wrote "Received of Fred Bloomer CCC Compary 927 Yearbook L937. Jon
Sil vermoon, Archaeologist l'lcKenzie Ranger District." And I got my
p¡orìç number. I see it to be returned about the ilenty fift¡ of May,
that's in two weeks. I will try to get it back to you- sooner than
that but I'm not sure hm lorg it's going to take to get the pictures
duplicated, if that's all right?

FB: Well I really hate to let that go.

JS: I''ll try to get that back sooner. I just need to take the
photographs of the Belknap camp and the work that was done up in the
area and have those copied. usually that takes two, three, four days
at a photograply place. So if I can get it done I'lì get them back
to you next week.

FB: I don't know how many days I've got left either... and that means
quite a bit to ny life history.

JS: I'll get it back as soon as I can. In any event I'll get it back
no later that blo weeks from todqy. lrlhen I've had photo's copied
usually tìey take abor¡t three or iour days for a prôfessional'
photographer to do them. See what I'd like them to do is take
photographs of the photographs so that yúe can have a permanent of the
photographs in our files at the station and the permanent buildings
that were built.

FB: I built one house in the 3-c's. Around on that ìoop and I can'ttell yq what... it's the first house on that loop. I built that but
it wasn't with 3-c's. It was with packers and whàtever else I couldfind. Fred Ash, I think, was Ranger or Anderson one. I had some
pretty heated argurnnts with Fred Ash a time or two. He'd like to
glvg a.gry.a job and ô a ìot of outside work witi his hetp and chargeit to the job.

lrlell, I've got to go to dinner.

JB: This has been talking with Fred Bloorer, used to be foreman up
at camp Belknap with the CCC's. This is May 11, 1984, this is Jon
Silvernoon, Archaeologist, McKenzie Ranger District.
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ORAL HISTORY OF CCC ENROLLEE - DALE CARLSON
1937 -1939

Conducted by Jm M. Silvermoon
McKenzie Ranger District Archaeologist

6/21/84

JS: I'lhen were you at the Beìknap Camp?

DC: I went in October the seventh 1937 and I was there until they
abandoned the camp 49ut nirn months later and moved the camp to
0akri9gS._ company 927, it remained so after we moved to Oakridge.In total I was in tJre 3-C's for eighteen months

JS: So they rpved the camp in 1938, then?

DC: Yes.

,ls: You were an enrollee originally? }lhat kind of work did you do
with 3-Crs.

DC: well, rnst of my york was with campground furniture working ín
the chinese savrrnill and then instal ling lhe furniture in the
campgnounds such as Paradise campgrounð up the lrhKenzie and various
other campgrounds over on the l,tiilamette äfter we had transferred to
0akridge.^ Aìso, I_was on quite a few forest fires during the fire
season. 0cacsionally we went quib a distance. t'le went-up into the
0lympics for one firô. And we were put up there at a 3-c bamp ttrat
seemed to be brand new camp near a tovln calted Quilcene

River fire in southern 0regon,
re there thirty one dqys, about
recuits and r¡yself and two
eríence, being on a fire that
by Greyhound bus and we returnedto Belknap l{ camp and_ it was abandohed. 

- 
They had gone off and leftus, those who were still there when we reft foi the iire, and had

transferred to 0akridge. so the bus had to take us to oãkriage.

JS: This would have been the su¡mer of 193g?

DC: True, right. Prrcbably in late July or early August wourd be my
guess when we returned after being on that fire.
JS: *, they would call out... iust part of the camp would go out
on a fire?
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JS:
yor¡

DC: Yeah, I think our camps were made up, when they had a full
compli¡nnt of enlisted men, of abot¡t 200. And as I recall slxty four
of us went on that firc and the fÍre was about 64,000 acres in extent
so I sort of rerBmber those figures from.

JS: Or¡e for every thousand acres.

DC: Yeah.

So everybody in the camp rvould get... what kind of training did
get for fires?

DC: Really, we got most of our training when we were on the fire.
Now I had had some previcn¡s training through a little school one of
the forenen in the 3-C camps held fór sone-of the young fellows on
the river. l{e were not rnmebrs of tJre 3-C's at that time. This was
Lee Fountain. And he... at the ranger station at ltilcKenzie Bridge
which was at that time at the little town of l4cKenzie Bridge rather
than where it is today at the old 3-C camp location... He gave us
qbg-ut a four dqy lesson or education in firc fighting, map reading,
following a compass line and so forth. Therefoie I had some previous
experience or educatÍon in fire fighting but othenvise the maiority
of the 3-C boys got their education on the fireline. Just the foremen
were there and the experienced men, of course, would help teach those
that were just rookies out of the big cities or wherever they had come
from.

JS: lrlhat kind of equipnnnt?

DC: Pulaskis, shovels, little five gallon back water pumps, you
carried them on your back, and axes, of course. That was pretty much
it for fighting fires. 0f course, we did back firing too. The 3-C's
were really a very very efficient group of fire fighters.

l{hen... part of the time when vúe were in southern 0regon on the
Chetco River fíre, a fsv of us, about eight or nine, would go out
every night and rnp up the trail the civilian fire fighters had been
manning during the day. 0f course, during the daytÍme the firc burns
harder. And at night we would rrþp up any little flanes that were
around and try to get that fire completely ort. And usually the next
the fire would get across the fire line some how or another. And we
were alwqys a litte suspect. But fire burns harder in the dqy so it's
a little harder to control. But we were so sure we had everything
pretty much dead out, the next evenÍng there would be fire again that
¡re would have to put out again.

JS: So when you went on the fire dÍd you make the same pay that you
normal ìy made?

DC: Same pay, sam pay. It was, oh, thirty dolìars for a regular
recruit, thirty six for an assistant leader, and forty five for a
leader. I was an assistant leader.
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JS: So hcn did one become an assístant ìeader or a leader?

Dc: I,lell, just by the work you perfornred and how you performed it.
JS: so, like the foræmen would appoint yur or the camp cormander?

9ct True, a foreman would suggest that this fellow be appoÍnted a
leader or an assÍstant leaders and so fortJr and as I und'ei"stand it,the other forennn would all, they vould vote on this. And I iuspeét
that the company comnander and his tieutenants probabty had a sqy inir.
Most of our day was spent under the supervision of the forest
service. l'lhen we were in camp, not working of course, we were
actually under the supervision of the mililary but we didn't have manyformalities. l{e did have... we woke to the búgle and stood formatlôn-
in the_rnrning and once in the evening, and thãt was it. Otherwisein... I g.uqsg we got_our passes throu!ñ the mÍlÍtary, our weelen¿--
passes, wlrich we couìd get most every-weekend untesl it was fire
season and they had'to hold us in just in case of an emergency.

JS: So where would you go on weekends?

DC: I.'9 ql"qys come horn and fortunately I only lived about thirty
two, thirty tlrree miles from the 3-c camþ r,'trite we were at Betknap
and not too far when we were at Oakridge, about fifty miles then..That's... always tooked forward to coñiñg hone.

JS: And that was where at that time?

DC: I,lell, I lived here in Leaburg. I've tived here since lgzg.

JS: You mentioned a chinese saurmi ll. I'lhat's a chi nese sawmir I ?

Ðc: llell the chinese savrmiìl is where we cut the logs for the
çSmpgroun$ futriture, and l should sEy we ripped the-logs. The crewthat was ìogging would bring the logi in to ir's, and par[ of the time
we lúene that crew also, but mostly so{neone else took cane of that endof it,-other 3-c boys would bring the rogs into the, always c.Jutlog:, lnto t,t¡e chinese sawmill. -They weie usuaily á foot- itrrougn,
a little ìess or a little more, aepending on whaLwe were making.

For the tables would.stand sqy, an eight foot log upright. And then
we had scaffold. l'le'd mark this on eãch side. l.le had-a scaffold.
Nnd we'd take bvo men up there and start cutting that log to those
lines and rip.it in two so there'd be slabs, twõ pieces ãignt feet
l.ot:g. .And-we'd make... oh, wed do that all day long and ii takes a
while to rip those logs. And we'd get a good 

-nunùeñ of slabs ahead,
we go ahead and start making those into tables. That's, if you ever
wondered, is how those logs were cut. They were cut by-hand not in
a mill with a power saw. They were just cut by hand. 

-
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l'le didn't have the chainsæl in those days either. It was just back
and forth with the old cross cut saw until that log was cut from one
to the other. After we cut for, oh, ten of fifteen minutes we'd have
to move our scaffold pìank down a couple of feet and then saw downward
again on the log and so forth until we cut it cìear to the ground.
So we made an eight foot cut the length of the log.

JS: So when you say Chinese sawmill, that was... everything was done
there manually?

DC: Manually, by hand. And a lot of the work then, after we had had
put the slabs together as a table surface, it's still rough with the
saw cuts in it and all, and we would... we had a doubled bladed axe.
l'le had several, of course. l.Ie would keep those axes so sharp, we'd
file them and then hone them. I'le wou'ld always test them on the hair
on the back of our arm or near the wrist and make sune yúe could shave
the haír there and then it was sharp. Then we'd grasp the bit of the
axe, at the... wher¡e the handle and the bit came together, one hand
there and one up tJre handle a little ways, and use that as sort of
a plane - push it along to take chunks off the cedar, it peeled off
pretty easily if you had a good sharp axe, and got it somewhat more
even, the variot¡s logs orìe to the next one, or the slabs after they
had been cut in two. And when we got, when we had performed that duty
as well as we could we would take a regular jack plane and go over
the whole thing and get it real nice añd snooth so they, you know,
you could put a cup or glass or anything on there and it wouldn'ü típ
regardless of where you put it. They were pretty smooth.

JS: You mentioned tables. lilhat other kinds of things?

DC: l,lell, ¡ve made benches, we nade various types of tables. For
instance, we made sorn tabìes that werc about, oh I think some of
those in the picnic arounds were at least twenty feet long. And then
of course, there'd be benches on each side. l,lhen we made those long
tables instead of running the logs the long way, u,e ran them the short
way. If the table was three and a half feet across wlry the logs were
cut three and a half. So there'd be quite a few slabs to make that
table that was perhaps sixteen of tlenty feet long. 0n the regular
tables, at the tent sites, they were usually six or eight feet long,
as I recall, and there were four slabs side'by side and then there'd
be the benches, on each side.

And then we made at many of these camp sites at that time, and I
haven't seen them anywhere else, what we called the card table and
they were four, abor,¡t four by four, perhaps they were three and a half
by three and a half feet wide, and on each side there was one log
stuck in the ground for a seat and then we'd rip downward to cut a
piece out and then irnrard, of course, and take a chunk out of that
ìeavÍng t}re log shaped tike a chair, if you foììow. And so there'd
be o¡æ of those on each siè of the, what we called the card table.
And those often would be in conjunction with the regular table for
eating, and so forth. l,le also, it was also our duty to build the
little camp stoves which we made out of rock and iron grates.
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So, we had quíb a líttl€, guiþ a few stoves and tables to put Ín
up there at Paradise Campground. At that time that was one of the
three biggest forest servÍce canpgrounds in the United States, or so
we were told that that was true. And it did seem like quite a large
campground. Todqy you've got to pqy a fee to go in there and use the
campground and I don't like because I feel like that's rty campground.
I was, I worked on it as much as anyone. I knov that's the wqy it's
got to be, but it still doesn't seem right that I should pay to use
ny campground.

I was in charge of the chinese sawmill and installing the camp ground
furniture after three months. There was an old fellow when I got
there, a very rugged appearing man, but he was an old feilow and he
t{as an assistant foreman. His name yúas Jim l,lalters and he lÍved in
sweet Honre. But because of his healtJ¡ he had to give it up and they
maê me an assistant leader and from then on I had the Chinese sawmill
at Beìknap and over at Oakridge and was in charge of the sawmill plus
settÍng up all the campgrourd furniture. A job I really enjoyed a
lot.
JS: So how many people worked at the sawmill?

DC: Probably about eight. That'd be abor¡t the maximum, I'd say.
And the sarn crew of us would go out and install the furniture also.

JS: }lould the people work there tl¡e full year or would you have new
peopìe corne in, people be'd reassigned?

DC: lrlell each six months there wene ne¡, recruits conre in to filì the
place of those who no longer cared to be, I mean after six months you
could reenlist or go your own way. And when those people whose six
months hrere up didn't care to belong anynþre, why they were replaced
by others. So rve might have nerv people that way. I don't tl¡ink we
had, it's hard to rerBmber back that many years, but most of the
people that started in the Chinese sav¡nill pretty much stayed. And
that wouldn't be true to last man, but there weren't too may that left
while I was in there for qy eighteen months.

Now, did they get assigned or did they¡ were they able to choose
crews they wanted to work on?

DC: No, as I renBmber they rvere just assigned. Now they night have
requested and their request might have been granted... I just don't
rernrber that. How I ended up in the Chinese sawmilì, I no longer
remember, but I enjoyed it. How I enjoyed the adventurne of going out
on forest fires too, that was just really great.

JS: I've seen sore pictures of what læk ìike old garbage holes
with the wood over them, a wooden covering. l,lould those be the kind
of th i ngs you 'd a'l so make .

JS:
what

119



DC: l{e very likely did, it's hard to remember. But those were slabs
again, I'm sure. So, I'm sure we made them. I don't recall
installing ary of them. I do recall those garbage pits you
mentioned. l{e proabably cut the slabs in our chinese sawmÍll and
somebo{ else probably assembled those.

JS: so how long rvouìd it takeyou to make, like a twenty foot table.

DC: ür, our crew wcx¡ld probably, if we just concentrated on making
a table, we would probabty put a table out up in easily enough in a

$ay, probably less, but I never thought of it in that respect, how
ìong'it took. because once we started cutting these slabs, we would
do that for quib a while until we got quite a bunch of them ahead
and then start assembling tables. However, that isn't absolutely true
because often we would have a creil cutting slabs and another cren
assembling things. I would assunB, when I really think it over and
hov many tables we put up here and there, we prubably could put up...
complete a couple of those tables in day, if tne tutt crew ji¡st
concentrated m it. 

,

Js: Did you make any furniture for any of the buildings like llhite
Branch or. .. ?

DC: white Branch was in before I was in the 3-c's. l,lhether, earlier
crews had made any thing for up therc, I just couldn't say. It's
possi bl e.

JS: Do rennmber any of the other prrcjects that people at the camp
werc involved witi at the time you were in?

DC: 0h yes, there were trail builders and road builders and a gravel
crusher cr6{. A felìol by the narr of Inman, Chet Inman was the
forenrean, he was a leader-, he was not a forelnan, he was a 3-C man.
lþ was a leader. Orn of tlre forty five dollar men, Ì{as in charge of
the gravel crusher. And then, we had mechanics that kept all the
equipment, most of the equipment was like trucks, but I guess there
was, nell like the gravel crusher, and then a cat or two that was used
near the gravel crusher for getting the rock or¡t. And I t}rink a man
by the narn of I'lilson, wilsoñ Hunre, and I belive he rives on camp
Creek, I believe he was in charç of the truck mechanics.

Ah, I don't know, I'm sorry I didn't telt you , I asked Jon if he
wanted sorn coffee and he didn't tl¡ink so. Maybe you'd like something
else Jon?

JS: Tea, tea would be aìrÍght.
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DC: I'll have a cup of coffee then.... Other projects, well I thínk
they were still fÍnÍshing up the Dee l,lright Observatory at that time.
I'm not a hundred percent sure of when that was completed. I knov
that tÞe l{right died before it was completeed. I've heard that he
was in charç of the construction of it, I'm not sure that's true.I know that Lee Fountain was in charge, at least during the final
phases of it.
Lee was a man, that at that tirn, his honn was in Leaburg. He was
a feìlol that, I'm suye, almost a hundred percent of the fellovs in
tlte 3-C's and the forenen also admired him very, very much. He's a
very capable person. He'd been a timber faller earlier and after the
3-C's he went back to faìling timber with a chainsaw. And I recall
he was a very good man... was working by pÍeces, they called it piece
work, and he vúas realìy really making money at that. And later he
moved... to the southern Oregon tovn wherne the Chetco river comes out?

JS: Brookings?

DC: Brookings. furd he became a building contractor down there. He
never had any experience in it before but he was the sort of person
that if he was going to do something he he could do it and he could
do it at least as well as anyone else. lle was just a super, super
person. His daughter lives here in Leaburg, yet and has many rernries
of the 3{'s, the 3-C dqys I'm sure.

JS: lr'lhen you mntioned you brought the logs to the sawmill at a...
therc would be a crer that would be bringing them in. Where would
they get them?

DC: llell they urould get ,€rn just... I know they got some because I
helped work at that point... just dræ east of wherc the 3-C camp was
at that tinre or where the Forest Serivce headquarters is today. Not
very far out of beyound wherc the building are there of the Forest
Service headquarters, l,lcKenzie Bridge Forest Service headquarters,
the Ranger Station. And othenvise I'm reaìly not sune anymone. I
probably knew at that tine but that's so many years ago I don't
remenber. I kncn there were alot of cedar trees in that area and I
wonder if there are yet. gnaller trees that have grown up in that
area just dr¡e east of ttre Ranger Station, yü might ìike to check that
out.

JS: Yeah, there's a lot of second growth in there, I just wonder...

DC: Second growth cedar trees.

JS: Because the old aerial photographs show that as been having been
ì ogged off.
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JS: 0h yeah, well that's wene a lot of them have came frcrn. I had
an interesting experience there. l'le were out there clearing brush
and getting rea(y to cut the trees and this Jim l,lalters, that I said
was in charge of the Chinese saurmill and campground furniture at that
time, he was an assistant foreman for tl¡e Forest Service. l-le was so
proud of his skill with an axe and he always kept his axe_just super
sharp and he was chopping away at something, I don't recalì what.
But out of the corner of my eye I saw that axe get away from him and
it was heading, this doublee headed axe, right for me. And I didn't
want to embarass hÍm by leaping out of the way and letting him know
I was intentionally dodging it and I just leaned wqy dovln to pick
sornthing up because I could see where the axe was coming and Ít went
over me. And he went over and retrieved his axe and he was mumbling
to himself all the way and I don't know if he suspected I knew or
not. There were others working not very far aw¿y but, we never saÍd
anything to each other abcx¡t it. I didn't want to embarass that old
fellor. I just really admired him, very, very much. He's a nice old
guy. But thats why I particularly renenùer logging cedar trees just
to the east of the camp. It made sort of an impression.

,IS: l,lhere were the rest of the peopìe in the company, where were they
f rom?

DC: Most of the boys at the tinre I was in, in there in 1937, were
0regon boys. I don't recall any boys that weren't Oregon boys.
Probably six months after I went in, which was in October of'37,
therc was a nerv bunch of recruits car¡e in. When I said a little bit
ago when I said we didn't have much change over, I meant in our lÍttle
Chinese sawnill, most of those boys stayed in. Other fellovs came
and went, I mean they'd resign or not resign. They just didn't
reen I i st.

This one tinn, probably April of '38, we got sixty four boys,
something like sixty bro, about that number, from Portland, frpm the
Portland area. And they were, Jou might sqy green recruits, really
tenderfeet. I,lhen you would give them a shovel to dig a hole or
something, not knowing... and I didn't know that was possible because
I had grown up in the country, they would take hold of that shovel,
many of them, with both hands on the end of the shovel way away from
the spoon and attempt to dig that wAy instead of getting one hand at
the end and one down near the spoon of the shovel where you'd have
some por{er with it. And they had to be shorvn how to use a shovel and
that just to me was not, just didn't make sense. But ìater as I
thought about Ít if they never had ar¡/ experience, why, I guess they
wouìd know until they vrere shown urtil they had experimentèd on there
o.rn. They were city boys and just didn't ever have ary experience
with such a thing. And so they were really, really green recruits,
but they learned fast.

JS: So when new recruits would came into the camp were... how did
people react to them? I'las there any kind of initiation, kinds of
th ing s?
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DC: I don't recall ôDy, no. I tåink they were accepted. No, I don't
recalì anytiing like it. Sort of strange that there wasn't some
host!-ìity tolar{s them or friendly hostility or something, but I don't
recaìl any. I don't recall any towards nyself when I weñt in. No,
I maê friends very quickly with fellorys that when in at the same time
or those that had been ln previously. Now, maybe at other camps it
would have been othenrise.

JS: So there was an educationaì program at the camp?

DC: Right, oD€ of the... the first instructor, educatÍonaì ínstructor
I renember, his narn was Mr. Todd. And then he got an assistant and
I thought it was very amusing because the assistant's name was Todd
Hunter. So we had a Todd and a Todd Hunter. Many of the boys didn't
hat¡e a high school educatíon and those that a desire were abìe to
complete their high school educaton there at our tittle, u,e called
it our library building where they had scr¡¡e classrooms also, and
received their dipìomas eventually. So that worked out pretty nice
for those that wanted an education or at least a hiSr school
education. I'm sure that prrcbably sonre of them went on to college
too.

JS: So they would do this after work?

DC: Right, after work. I spent a great deal of rny time over in the
library after work, particularly on rainy days, you know. It was
really something to & and it was a good Ì{ay to spend the evening.It had lots of books and they had severat little rooms here and there
where the kids could have their various cìasses in different
subjects. I rernmber that library building with a great deal of
fondness because after I was or¡t of the 3-C's for a several years I
ioined the Eugene local hiking club calted the Obsisidans and they
had leased that library for a little country club house. l'le used to
go up there, then, our Obsidian group, spend many weekends there.
It's long gorìe noY, horever.

JS: blhat other kinds of activities would there be after work?

DC: ùt, we had a little basketball team and we went around to other
3-C camps to plôJ, to compete against them on weekends. I remenùer
goìng to Zig Zag wheye there v',as a 3-C camp farther north here in
Oregon. I can't, just for the life of me, rernnùer where we practiced
unless it was Blue River where they, wheye the high school had a
gymnasium. I just can't remerùer at all where we practicied. And,
of course we played a lot of baseball during the good season. And
occasionally I'd go hiking back in the woods, usually by r4yself. I
don't know if others did the sarn thing or not, but I aìwqys enjoyed
being in the woods. And this I'd do after working hours and after
di nner.

123



That's something to bring up too, is the food in the 3-C camp. You
always hear abor,¡t the bad food when you're ln a camp, or you,re in
the aqy or navy or whatever. I was very alwqys pìeased with the food
we had, I thought it was good.

And, speaking of food, it reminds ne, it was probably tJle tíme we went
dourn on the Chetco River firc that was just dovn fncm Brookings about
twenty miles on up the river. But we were... they got us up very
early in the morning, prcbably ilo-thirty, and totd-us that we were
going out on this fire. Perhaps we knew about it the evening before,
I'm not sune, but the cooks knerv it and they had breakfast réa(y forus. So, abant three o'clock we went in to breakfast. And we had a
ne+v lieutenant. l,le had been... I recall we had hot cakes and I don't
know what else. But this lieutenant cane in and I guess he decided
he'd shov us what a leader he was and he started giving us a bad time
abq¡t how long we were taking abort consuming our breakfast and was
making an insinuation... about we all had hollovl legs or something
in us. And that iust didn't go over too well. In the meanwhile,
Captain I'lell, who in your littte red book witl be shoum as Lieuténant
Nell but he soon becam a captain and the one that was a captain in
lhg !ook, he'd been transferred, I don't remember his name iight now.
But captain Nell had come in and the lieuteneant didn't see him.

A¡d the Captain said, "Lieutenant, these men have been gotten up in
the middle'of the nilht, they're loÍng on a rong trip añ¿ they'i^e
going to have a lot of hard work. They can sit there and eat their
breakfast for as long as it takes for them to get a fuil stomach."

And, of course, tf¡is embarrassed the lieutenant and pleased all the
troops very much. Lieutenant, I mean captain Nell was really much
admired by most of the men. lþ was tougür but he was fair. l-le was
really a fine person.

JS: Did he try to get to know people all... I mean how many people
would he get to know?

DC: He did. He knew that... he knew the felìows in his company,
whether they were troublemakers or what. But tJ¡is was after we had
moved to Oakridge. l,le were having sonn troubTe, I wasn't, but the
company was having trouble with a fev of the recruits who were going
to be the tough 9uJS, you know, and they'd go AW0L and this and that.

And, one evening the captain had a formation out there, it was quite
a talking too, and just so everyone would know he was boss and he was
a leader he said, "If anyone doesn't believe I am the leader here,just let'em step forward right now. Anyway they want to go about
Ít, wrassle, fist fight, whatever. I'lì take ya." And nobo(y stepped
forward, there were som pretty tough guys there.
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You take a look at Captain I'lell in the book, I wouldn't want to face
him. He was a big man, he was broad-shouldered and as I found out
later he had been quib a wrestler at the University of Oregon, I
guess, the best they had at that tÍme. But, I say he was a very, very
fqir... and anyorn that had anything to ó with him, I'm sure they
liked him very much. I certainly ¿i¿.

He'd have sqne leadership programs occasionally, once every couple
of nonths or so. I'm suie he-was a good man. Í'd like to know'
whatever becam of hÍm.

JS: How did the company deal with disciplÍnary problens?

DC: Well, we didn't have too many. But that was they wqy he took
care of that, that particular tinn. I thÍnk some of those boys he
let out of the 3{'s eventually, b cause they just weren't any good
to the 3-c's, to theirselves, or anyone else. I know that at least
gne_of those boys ended up in prison. Yeah, we didn't have a great
deal for the nunber of men... I don't think we had too much of a
proÞlem with discipline. I don't recalì that people werc denied a
weekend pass for punishnnnt or not. But it might be, you know, the
arny did that, you'd have to st¿y in and do KP duty if you'd been
ornery in sorn way or other, or even in the âFlny, of course, if you
failed to shave for an inspection yq¡ might stand KP duty but that
wasn't so serious in the 3-C's.

JS: Did the enrollees have, like KP duty, or was there a seperate...

DC: There were scme pennanent KP people and I, and I don't recaìl
ever standing KP duty in the 3-c's. So, I think these peopte that
sort of liked to do that type of thing, and maybe they were hoping
to beconn a cook's helper and eventually become a cook. I don't think
we stood KP duty. I think it was just those that were permanently
on that took care of it. They had the advantage, of course, of being
in in the winter tirn when the rest of us were out. Regardless of
wt¡at the weather u,as, yúe were out there.

And I can recall once up in Paradise campground when the fog was
thick, it was the thickest I have ever sèen it, it was so tñick that
those of us workíng in ore little camp site; maybe blenty five feet
across, those on the far side we couìdn't see but we could hear. It
seemed so stranç. I've never seen it that thick, in the d4ytime
before, but I've seen it that thick at night driving thís highway.
But, back in those yearc, going up and down the highwqy in the winter
tinn, the fog rvould be so thick and it isn't that way anynnre. I
can't tell you why. It can be thick, but not tike that.

JS: So the barracks buildings, how were they heated?

DC: l,lell, I'm surc ít was wittr scnre big oil drum type stoves. But
I'm sure it was wood, I rennmber big stacks of wood.

JS: So the camp would cut its ovn wood, then?
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DC: ü yeah, yeah. But stranç as it seems I don't ever remenùer
carrying wood to those stoves.- It mÍght be that there were certain
people assigned to that duty. I don't ever recall putting wood in
a stove. I iust have an idea there were certain people who took care
of that, maybe. l,le had four barracks, as I recall, probably one or
two men kept those barracks heated all the time.

JS: There was a foremen's cabin too?

DC: Yeah, yeah.

JS: And The people who were like assistant leaders and leaders stay
in the sar¡e barracks as the regul ar.. .

DC: Right, yeah. l,le alt lived together, all the 3-c boys regardless
of your rank.

JS: An infirmary at the camp? t'that kind of things did they do there?

DÇ: l,lell, I was in the infirmary once witfr the flu. That's the only
time I can reatty rernrnber being that sick. And I think I was in thâ
infirmary. for about three days and there wene quiÞ a few other boys
there sick with the flu. So, they would do thdt. They would take
care of snall injuries. l,le had a doctor and I should be able to tjrink
of his nanB but right now, of course, it's not coning to me. He was
quite an old gentleman, I'lhat was his name?

I recall one day over in the Chinese sawmill, I was using a sledge
hammer. And I missed whatever I was aiming for. I was using it with
one hand and I hit my second finger there on my left hand. And it
made sudr a pop when I hit it that a boy working on another table
about ten feet away turned around and said "hey, what was that that
ryent pgp?' That was qy finger. tlell, that fingernail canre off. But,
I diû't realize that it was going to, I never-done such a thing
before. I knerv it hur¡f a líttle bit so I walked over to the infirmary
which was iust across the road. As I rerpnrber the infirmary vúas over
on the east si de of the camp.

And I showed the doctor and he said, "well,'you better sit down in
that chair. "

And I said, "0h. it's alright it's not hunting very bad.,,

And he said, "You'd better sit down!"
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And then I suddenly realized he knev something I didn't. I had become
real dizzy and just from that little injury I was about to pass out
which I didn't when I sat dovn. But I was really light headed and
ready to go, so even a little thing tike that can cause shock, I
gr¡gss. Yor¡ knor, I thought I was too tough to sit down for a thing
ìtke that. so, that's abot¡t what they did over there. I'm note sure,I Ímagine they had at least eight beds Ín there and probably could
have put more in if it had been necessary.

JS: The recreation hall, do remember what that had?

DC: They had at least one pool tabte and... I wish I had a better
memory, I can't remember if they had ping pong tables in there or not
but it seems ìike they did. And I... they had a canteen in the rec
hqll, I,le could btty can{ bars and soda pop and such, thougür you
didn't have too much nnnily ordinarily. 'Out of the úirty ãollars that
the regular recruit received, I tt¡ínk that he got to save, he got to
keep five dollars and the rest went horn to hii parents. But õf
course, a nickel would bqy a big can(y bar and a nickel would br¡y a
bottle of pop in those days. So five dollars went quite a ways if
you wene a little careful. I didn't gnoke but I am sure cigarettes
were probably, probably there didn't even cost a dinre a package.
And I'd sqy probably at least fifty percent of the boys snoked because
that seemd like the thing to do.

I can recall that every l,lednesday evening we'd have a movie in the
¡ec hall and the snoke would be so thick, of course you could see thelight from the prpjector going down to tñe screen you could see it
all through that cnoke. I can tell yo'r it was hard to breathe Ín
there.

JS: t{hat kind of movies?

DC: 0h, they were probably two or three years old but the sonre rpvÍes
you.would see at tte movie theatres. Sometimes they'd have a pretty
good one, next tinB it might be a pretty sad one but it was always,
when I sqy sad I mean pretty poor movie, but we alwqys looked fonrárd
to l{ednesday evening because of the novie, sorething to do. Most of
us attended, that's for sure.

JS: Did peopte at the camp do many things with people living at
ikKenzie Bridç or in the area?

DC: I personally never, dÍdt't. But, I know, of course, some of the
fellows found girl friends and so forth in the anea. Not too many,
the population wasn't too great. I really can't answer that very
trutl¡fully, I just don't knov. It would seem like the¡^e must have
been some contact between the 3-C boys and the peopte there.
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Yot¡ knov, l,'lcKenzie Bridge... what is that? That's about blo miles
from the glmp:- And if we wanted to go to lrlcKenzÍe Bridge, which we
occasionally did, we'd usually have to walk because th{ weren't going
to get a truck out to take usdown there that short a distance. i
know I walked donn there fairly frequently and there v{as a stone there
where you'd have npre of a choice of things if you wanted sonnttring.

JS: The 3{'s had other camps, I've heard them called stub camps,
eìsewhere on the distrÍct?

DC: -0h yeah. Fg.. instance, my brother was an assistant foreman,
previous_lv he had been in the 3-c's, I guess I mentioned that before.
And, well, earlier when he was in tñe 3lc's, he was on a telephone
çrry g$ they had_a camp up at Fish Lake at one time maintaining andinstatlilg phone lÍnes.' Rh¿ at another time they had a camp abóut
three miles above here where I tive at Leaburg, up above thiÌ canal
bridge tlat's above here about two and one t¡aii miles. They were
stationed there for probably bvo or three montìs and they wäre
erecting lines from here clear down to springfietd. Somewhere in
springfieìd they ha{ a side camp, they catled those side camps, and
I'm not sure, but I'm... I know there were others during the year that
had. side camps for other types of work tike maintaining trail- and
such. But I can't give too much information about thoée, I was neverin one. I'V brother could give yo¡ quib a littte informátion about
the ones he was in, of course.

I iotted down a couple of notes here, but I suppose u,e covered rnost
everythi ng.

DC: Are you ready to go again?

JS: Yeah.

DC: I notice I put down food - generaily good. One of the fellow
in the c's when I got there and I don't knor, I think he was in for
quite a little tinre, was Bob I'kCunsey. And ñe was our first sargeant
and he was sort 0f... lþ was a 3-c boy, he was a foÉy five dolîar
man, one of their leaders And as I understand it he'd be sort of
liasgn, keeping records and so forth, sort of beüveen the ArUy and
the Forest service part of it. He was the one who would alway caìl
us out for our formations morning and evening and make any
annouce¡nents and so forth, ordinarily he would do this. And he
married a girl that lived here at Leáburg. And so hís home was herein Leaburg down on Holden creek Drive. nn¿ he just died of cancer
about three montl¡s ago and he was really a fine-fellor.r. you see hispicture in the book ihere. And I wanteä to mention him. And-in fact
.I have.... many_times where I've been together wittr groups where Bob
Mccunsey has also been there, I enjoyed-telting peoþte i+eil, Bob use
!o be rly first sargeant. l.lelì they atwqys thought n¡y fÍrst sargeant
!n tl,! army but I never totd them otherwÍse and-I think most everyoneI toìd that thought, well hey, those bvo gr¡ys werc fn the arn¡y
together . That was, that wasn 't so . . . anã wt¡at el se .
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tt, we went to a fire, as which mentioned before, we took the olddollar line bus system up to the Oìympic penlnsuia on one big fire.
And we gQt.there .ald. tley bltleted us in a new 3-c camp. nnã I don'trecall, I don't think iLhad been occupÍed by any men yet, but if it
.had,.I'd forgotten that, their equipment and lockers a-n¿ óucn would
have been there. But at any rate, there were no men there. It wasjust our company but there was someor¡e else to cook for us. And we
s_layed there and we were there three days, waiting to go out on thisfire. The¡ne was gnoke all aournd us, an¿-tt was ñot. -Ãn¿-it-üas 

aninteresti ng pl ace . l,re cou r d go down'on the beach an¿ ciiin . . . pick
up these Ç.lams^, blg.çlams, .and they were getting oysters. I r€member,that was the first time I'd ever sêen or ñeard õf ãnvone eatino
oysters raw and it didn't appeal to r¡e but it did to those thai were
eating them. Also I rerpmber there uras a watermelon patch there,
somewherc. And I shouldn't sqy this, but sone of us went out and
requisitioned a ferv of those wãtermeions one night. you might wantto cut that out of the record.

JS: No, these are the thÍngs that we want to pick up. That's what
won't be in the recoyt anywhere.

DC: About the fourth day, we u,ere ìoaded on some trucks to go to thefÍrc. And it turned out it was about a ten mìle drive to thõ fire.
And what we didr¡'t know, there bras so much srpke in the air was that

ve the snoke. By the tinre we got
n. And we got into the midst of,
burned. There weye lots of little

the area we were at. lrle weren,t
at where it was really burning and the fire going foruard. so here
were all these many little fiies we could seð unãer logs and in the
stumps here and there that were to be mopped up. But úhen we got
there it was raining so hard that we sat'ärounä for about an hõur orþlo and then the order canæ that we'd go hcrne. So we never fought
any fire after going all that distancel There ¡nust have been two
busloads of us. I'n sure that's what it was, blo busloads of us ontl¡e old dolìar line. And so we returned to this camp at Quítcãne on
the.Olympic peninsula, and picked up our gear, and wänt ¡àèt t¡omeagain. so we just had a nice big tiip roñ noitring. sort of aninteresting experience, though, ñice ädventure. First time I¡à been
there

And during the sumpr of '38 I probably went on, five or six otherfires, boti on tj¡e lvlcKenzie and on the-r.riilametúe. I've even
forgotten the locations, they were lesser fires. And one fire u,as
near the tovm of 0akrídç and usually they were just a ferv acres or
maybe even smaller than that. I'll nevef forget-the intense heat,
when we'd be really close to the fire. Hav wé'd have to... we didn,t
have safety hats ol tin hats as they call them, in ttroie àays,-wà just
had a sort of heavy canvas rain hat we yúore year round Íf we wanted
a hat and that's what we'd sort of hold in fiont of our face when we,d
be mopping up around a fine, trying to build a fíre traÍl real closeto a fire, just to protect ourselvãs from that heat. Any bare area,
wly you really felt that heat. It'd become too intense to stand.
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But those were all very interesting experiences.

I know there are many many other things that aren't coming to mindright nov.

JS: Mqybe this would be a good time to pult out some pictures.

DC: Maybe you can jar ny memory herc, a little.
,JS: That, I believe ís from 1933 or ,34.

DC: 0h?

JS¡ A few years before you were at the camp. Do you know what... I
believe that's the parking lot next to the headqualters buiìding.

DC: 0h yeah, uh huh.

JS: And I think this would have been the infirmary and the rec hall.
But do you knqr what this building is wqy back here?

DC: I wonder if that could be the mechanic's shop, because it was
down at that end. This would be at the west end, t}¡Ís is towards the
east end. You sqy you think this was the infirmáry?

.lS: Yeah, from what I can try and figure out from the photo

DC: And so the... yeah, this would be east and that's west. And
there was a truck garage down at that end for the mechanics for the
machanics to repaiñ thè trucks.

JS: This is a later picturc, this is ot¡t of that book.

D9t Yeah. 0h, yeah, those are our four barracks, right. So it was
right.on.over here a litle wqys where we cut those cedar trees. Maybe
a hundred yards, a couple of hundred yards. yeah, that rooks sofamiliar. ue had another entrance at the other end. I suppose they
had a storm door too, I don't know if they were like this, or not.
So at eÍther end you cot¡ld enter. The'latrine and bathroom would be
at the other end here, it was quite large.

JS: So hor many people would be in a barracks?

DC: I'd say abor¡t fifty. I'lell here we had four barracks and I'm sureit was blo hundred men to a camp. So there'd be about fifty men to
a barracks.

JS: They nould just basically have a cot or bunk beds or...?
DC:- They had those springs at the both ends, you knol, instead of
springs underneath you. There would be spring! at both ends with the
wires fastened and you'd have a mattress on there... the type they
used in the army rather than just a canvas cot.
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r1S: And they would be bunk beds?

DC: Right, there'd... usually tlrere woutd be one below and one
above.

JS: And then you'd have a foot locker or sonething?

DC: Foot locker, right. I can't remember. It seems like at Belknap
we had foot lockers but over at Oakridge, you know, we had tittte
closets. And m?yqe we had a foot locker too. It's easy enough for
F.to get Army life confused with 3-c life, of course wê atways had
lockers in the army. But I think we had them in the 3{'s. It sure
seems like I renember them at Belknap, but I can't rerenber them at
Oakridge. And maybe I'm wrong in both cases. But I knov that at
0akridge we had cìosets 'causé I can remenùer remodeling mine and
making it real nice.

JS: That's the headquarters building.

DC: 0h, yes.

JS: l,lhat was in there.

Dc! l,lell, that would aìrpst, alrnst be a mystery to the men because
IeiO. g¡ly ggt inb a portion of it. That would be where Bob McCumsey
had hís office, he was the first sargeant. And of course, that's
whe¡ne the captain and the tieutenant or bvo that would occasionally
be there, also would be stationed. And I suppose the forest servite
had some offices in there too. No{, I'm trying to remember wherethe... didyou show me a picture where the iorõmen were bÍlletted?

JS: This is a map which was drawn in 1939 originally, and apparently
someone has marked stuff off. Now according tó this map the îorenen's
quarters wene over here on tln west siè of the camp.

DC: I don't quite follow.

JS: so here's the office. And this is your Obsidian's special use
building wt¡ich used to be the educational building. And two of the
barrack s.

DC:. Gee, it sure would be interesting to have a copy of that. That
can't be copied and made snaller, can-it?

JS: l,lell, I'm planning on copying, making a copy for the report.

DC: 0kqy, f orcmen's quarters.
me that I diü't answer?

JS: I was askÍng you wtrat was

Nov what was the questÍon yql asked

in the headquarters building.
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DC: 0h yeah. I'm sure the headquarters is also where we would
reenlist and if we had any probtens rre could take them to the
headquarters building. so, we really didn't have too much to do in
ütere. lle just knew that's where the officials were. The officers
and Bob Mccumsey, our first sargeant, would have his office in there.

And I think it was out in here where we wourd fail out for our
fonnations. But somevlhere out in here... well, there it says gas
pump... but sonBwhere out... I don't think Ít was out thÍs far... was
the mechanic's shop.

JS: l,lelì, tJris is the shop over here.

09i 0h, the shop clear over there. Well, you see ûy memory does
things to me, Jou can't depend on it
,lS:. l,leìì, !ooking at tJris photo, for instance though, therc seems
to be a building back here behind the gas pump.

DC: Nov, where do yor¡ see that?

JS: This is the headquarters buÍlding and the foreman's quarters.
It seems like this building is in a straight lÍne with those.

DC: 0h, yeah.

.ls: The shop is set off. so I was just wondering Íf you rennmbered
a buiìding, 'cause this is the gas pump here at the corner. I just
wo1leq if you renembered another buil ding between the education
building and the shop?

DC: No, I sure don't. I can't rennmber the shop being out that far.
JS: l{eìl, that's where the concrete, ttre bÍg concrete pad is there
now.

DC: 0h, it is. l{ell, that must be right.

JS: And then, we surveyed the whole anea. And off in here to
east of this kithchen area, there's a stone, three-sÍded stone
structurc that almost looks like it was an oven or something.
rerrember that at all ?

DC: I sure don't.

the

Do you

JS: Another question is, this was going south we were finding lots
of square holes that looked like thqy were old trash pits or something
as well as rectangular holes that looked like they had been trenchtoilets. I wondered if you nemembered ar¡y of that find of tlring frrcm
the CCC days.
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DC: l,lell, maybe earlier they'd have trench toilets. I,lhen I was in
they had ìike a little flurp and seats along on Ít. And they had
yaler constantly going through it so it was just like a flush toÍlet
being fl ushed all the tinre.

JS: That was in the building back behind the barracks here?

DC:. Right, it was in the same building wherc we'd have our shovers
and shave and so forth So, it'd be liké a rong fturn and a littìe
water flowÍng through that constantly so it was flushing constantly.
That's the way I renBmber that.

Do you have many rBn ín this locality that you can contact for their
memories because, like that building and all out there, that shop.I knew the_ shop was to the west end-but I didn't remenber it being
out that far. Someone eìse might have a... Charles t{ilson Hume, was
the narB of that guy wtro was the foreman of the truck shop and he,d
!nq.exactly where it was. And I'm pretty sure he lives bn Camp
Creek

JS: That's what I'm doing. Every time I tark with sonrebody I get
one or bvo morc names.

DC: Another name.

Jlt I got yours originally because of the open house that you had
signed in at the Forest headquarter^s. Now this is an aerial
photograph from 1945. I realize it's a few years after the camp was
evacuated. But all througth to the east, this open meadov area here?
Do you rerBmber what that was used for? I'las that used by the camp?
Because if yor¡ læk cìosely at that you see there's sort of three
rectangul ar depression-l ike things.

DC: l'¡o, I don't think we used it for any type of a ball diamond or
anyth ing.

JS: l'lell, tJre ball diarpnd, I believe, was off here to the west ín
this corner near the headquarters building.

DC: And so¡etines we'd just go down to I'lcKenzie Bridge and pìqy
baseball down there. ilo, I sure don't.

you can see here all this... this must have been where you
took out the cedars. There's all that cleared area to the

the camp.

DC: 0h, yeah. Uh, uh. Now let's see.

JS: These are the sane photos, they're just üvo different versions.

DC: Now wl¡ich direction is which here on this?

,lS: Th is ís I'lcKenzi e Bri dç, dovn here.

JS: And
said you
east of
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DC: 0h, okay.

JS: This is going to lrlcKenzie Bridge...

DC: I'm going to turn this around, then, this way.

JS: Right, yeah.

DC: Um.

JS: And across the road here you say
had yolr Chinese sawmilì. Do you knol
hi ghway?

DC: Yeah, the generator. Now it was
wqys. l,lhy, if it was to cut dom the

JS: }{as this a gas generator?

DC: It was gas or diesel, I'n not sure which. I remrùer the nareof the... there was a lhlverson and he's probably in that book. He
was one of the two fellows that maintained-that gênerator. And the
other one was carpl Lewis. Therne are blo Lewis'õ in your book, they
were. from cottage Grove. One yúe called ,,Bal(y,,Lewis, r,e,rãsnÍt buld
one bit. His brother was carcl Lewis. carpl- and tjrii Halverson,
whose first nanB slipg mI mind at the monnnt, they were alwayi
together,.they maintained the generator. Anð thú were alweis coming
through with sorne big twenty retter word. They wêre proud o?
ln.ít.:: wo4 power, ye might say. Thqy were-nice fällows, most of
Ene letlor{s I just though a lot of. But if I, if we could locate
those felìovs they couìd !€tt yot¡ exactly where the pover plant was
and maybe why it was, as I renember it o-ver the bank'not tbo iar from
our Ch i nese sawmi I I .

Now that chinese sawmilt would have been just direcily across from
the.center, the whole center of the camp, maybe from ihe headquarter's
office-building_just straight north acròis tire highway. And back,prcbably a little closer ùo where the river heads-dow-n than to théhighway. I was trying to think of another fellow that lives, maybe
!n ttrc coburg area, tþffenbacher, Fred Deffenbacher. you doñ't -have

his nann, do-you?

JS: Not yet.

DC: I didn't know where or what had becorne of him but I read where
e y.ogng fellov died and it listed his father as Fred Deffenbacher,I think Coburg. I'm assuming that's the Fred Deffenbacher that lives
the¡ne that I kney, that was in the 3{'s. so you probabty shouìd get
his narp down. He should have a lot of merpriäs. 

'And 
thãn there was

a sutton, and there was an article about this sutton in the Register
Guard abor¡t a year or ago or less. Did you read that?

that there was a... you say you
what else was across the

over the bank just a little
noise or what I don't knov.
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JS: No.

DC: Mqybe it was in the springfÍeld paper. It was about hÍs, sore
of his memories of the 3{'s. And he lives in Glenwood, I think.
So, he'd be another one to look up and question. I don¡t know of any
of._t!e forcmen, except qy brother, he was an assistant foreman, thatlsstill alive., Now Frêd Bloomr milnt stilì be.

,lS: Yeah, I've taìked with Fred al ready. And I've talked with Evan
Jones, he was at the camp a few years uäfore you were. He was in
1934.

DC: 0h, I see. I didn't remnúer that narne.

JS: ïhis photo is apparently the sign to the camp. It sqys
Steamboat.'

DC: Mqybe_ny bplher lqy know something about that. I wonder if they
wete transferred frcm steanùoat to this-camp, that group earlier.
JS: The original company 927 was at Steamboat back in ,33, ,34.

DC: I knery it had been somewhe¡ne. I don't even knov when Betknap
was first established.

,]!i I'm not positive either. þparently it was late ,33 or early
'34. But I'm not surc when the first compar¡y move in.

DC: That's what I was vondering. I was wondering if gz7 transferred,
maybe from steamboat and if they were the first oñes there or if
someone else... About those pits you saw out there, don't you suppose
lhen-they were first building the camp they might have had those
latrine pits out there because they'd'be severãl r¡onths, you know,
in establish... building aìì those buildings out there ánã gettinfi
things the wqy they nould eventually want them. so I bet tñose were
iust earlier latrine pits wt there. Arìd I can't rcrember where they
buried their garbage ttre tirn I was there. But if there was no locai
garbaç lump up therc in tJ¡e lrlcKenzie BrÍdge area, it seems likety
they wouìd have had there own, back not toõ far away.

JS: ltle find scattered all through there old pots and pans and...

DC: Is that true?

JS: ...cans and bottl es...

D9: Did you find any interesting bottles? I'm arways interested in
old bottles. I've got a bunch of old bottles up around here, but I've
got hundreds of 'em stored away somewhere

JS: Actually there's a... most of the tÌrings aFe on the surface.
l'|e don't know what's below the surface, reaiìy, we don't want to check
that out too much.
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DC: Uh, uh .

JS: some old 7-up botiles with the sort of painted cover on them.

DC: Yeah, yeah...

JS: A lot of beer bottles back there too. And that's one thing I
was sort of curio¡s about, I mean, if gttys at the carnp used to Éneakoff...
DC: I don't know, I can't rerpnÈer if there... 0h, I can rernnüer
soûE.of the gqys talking about, on weekends, going-home and going here
ancl there and getting drunk., But I don't renrenùei any drunki, réally,
in.camp._ I just don't remember that at all, if that iras any ¡írobtem-.'And... Do you know when this picture bras tåken? },las this iir the red
book ?

JS: That's in the red book. So I assunp...

DC: So that probably still said Stearùoat while I was there. ButI don't rerBrùer that, because I think tjre photos in the book were
taken in '37, weren't they?

JS: I would think they r'lere taken about the sam tirne as the book
came out.

DC: Because I'm in 'em and I teft there in the surmer of ,3g 
so

somewherc in '37 or '38 thqy werc taken. This is out of the book,too, is it?
JS: Hrm, huh.

DC: I think, Jou krnw, that might be Bob lrbCumsey.

.1S: This is the photo that sqys recreation hatt?

PCt .Uh, u!. He, yoq know, wfren the pictures were taken, he would
have been in camp. It looks somevlhat'tike hím. lle would have beenin carnp because ttrat's where he was all the.time ueing ttre iiist
sargeant in charç of records and so forth.

JS: The red book, wt¡at was that? I mean, is that unusual? It seems
to be somelhat unusual to see something like that coming out of a ccc
camp.

9c, I'lell, I don't know, vou know. sonrebody came there, or they came
fot t¡,ç purpose of making sfire money, taking these photós and ail.
And writing a little history. I wisñ there had beeir a littìe more...
lftey ¡lu¡t wrote generally about tJre 3{ organization, overall. I wishit had been more-concerning just our Belknãp 3-c,s. -At 

thàt time it
meant nothing to me, but nor, I wish they had of written a history
of Belknap. I would have... never thought about it. I just assurnd
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that tj¡is organization, company, whoever took the photos there and
put out this book, probably went around and did it at all 3-c camps.
As large an area as they could cover, at ary rate. I just figure it
was aoney making venture for them and a good thing for us.

JS: So did you bqy the book?

D9r Yeah, I bought it. Yeah, everyone that wanted to could buy one
of those books.

JS: How much did one cost?

DC: I wish I could rernmber. I'll bet we would have thought it was
a lot if it was blo dollars, Jou know. But whatever it wai, why, I
wanted it. And I'm mighty glad that I bought it. I wish I had-it
here with me 'cause it would help me. 0f óourse, you've got all the
pictures, I guess, but the pictures of the individual fellows would
have helpd me remember thíngs, too.

JS: I'n sorry I forgot it. I left that up in I'lcKenzie Bridge,

DC: That's alright. I'd like to get together again. If yo¡ taìk
to n¡y brother, rvhy, mq¡lbe I can be there at the same tirne. I talked
to him a little bit this morning and he said, welt if the two of us
are together it would help each-other, we'd itrtnr of a lot of things
that wqy we wouldn't think of alo e. 0f course, yor¡'ve jarred qy
mercry by asking næ a lot of questions.

I'ue seerì quiþ a fev of the fellor¡s since I got urt of the amy.
sor¡e of the nams now slip nu mind. I know tñat at least two oî the
fellovs that drove Greyhound buses as a livelihood, I can't rcmember
their names. One we called slim I'tright, I can't renerùer his first
name no{. And the other ore, l4cKuen, Charlie McKuen, he was fron
springfield. He drove a Greyhound bus. I don't know here he lives
no{. And Horard Anton, who I mentioned to you last night, he works
at l{eyerhauser. And he lives on the I'¡lcKenzie highway witñln
Springfieìd. So he'd be a good one to talk to, àlso. I just can't
think of any others who live around here.

Orre experience I had, we had a fellov frcm.Junction City, and he
probably lives there yet, his name was starr. His last name was
Starr, and I don't recall the first name. But I think he's in thebook. And he was such a little fellow. And he was, I'm sure, ail
the time I was, during the eÍghteen montis I was in. And after I'd
Þeen in the service and I was returing from, I'd been to Europe, soI was returning from the East coast m a train. I was coming across
to go to Fort Lewis where I'd get my discharge. And there was a
fellow on this train that looked just tike Starr that had been in the3-c's. But he was abot¡t six feet talì. so I'd just look at him everylittìe bit and think, my goodness, hq¡ he ìooks like Starr from
Junction city. One day I couldn't resist, I just tarked to hÍm, I
thought maybe he's rel ated or some hing. I said, "You knol, yoú ì ook
a lot ìike a fellow that I was ín the 3-C's with.rr
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And he said, "Yeah, I remember you. "

And I said, "l'lell , you couldn't be hlm because he was just a litile
fellow."

And he said, "Yeah, but, I wasn't very old, either.,,

He'd ìied about his age. And he's probably in there when he was
fourteen or fifteen. -And, you know, most people have their growth
Þy lhe time they'rr eighteen and yor ylere supposed to be eighteen to
be in there. And he's pretty tall, now, instead of being a-litilerunt. So that was sort of interesting.

futd another feìlow, I can't remenber his name, at that time I still
knew him well because it wasn't that mar¡y years after I was out of
the 3-C's that I was in the army. I met a fellow in a bus station
in.Denver, yúe'd been in the 3{'s together. So it makes yo¡ tJrinkít's sort of a small wortd.

.JS: Ì,lell, I wish I could jar your merþry wíth sornethÍng else.

DC: l,{elì, I kno¿ there's a lot of other t}rings, you knqr, in a year
and a half, there's a lot of, a lot of things happened. I do
remember, Captain l,lell, he said scrne nice things about me at various
of these leadership classes he'd held. One day during inspection,
I'd meet him at the door every morning. Every- dqy we-had än
inspection. He'd walk through... I dõn't remembei now if I led or
I follovred him, there'd usually be fuo officers. And tJris one time,
sornone else was leading hím through, and I was standing by ny bunk,
like everyone was supposed to stand by their bunk. And he usualìy,
well, he had never gone over and looked in my tittle closet. And I
had a mess in there, I had throuør ¡y rain cìothes and one thing or
another. And it was a rness, it was supposed to be tidy.

So, he suddenly went over and he opened that door and he looked in
there and I knew he was just sort of taken back. He couldn't beleive
what he'd seen. I thought, otr, oh, this is the end. I won't be an
assistant leader torprrow. And, he didn't say anything but he had
a big scqvl on his face. And that... of course I had to go to work
in the Chinese sawmill, hùich was virtually within the camp then, this
was over in Oakridge,. I guess I'm getting out of territoiy, here.

But, that evening... I made rly plans during the day wtrile I was
working, that evening I remodeled that closet and just had it so ti4y
by tJte tine nine o'clock or so came around. I renpdeled it, I say,
I did a lot of carpenter work, put shelves and this and that, and hadit so I could hang rny clothes neatìy in there. Next morning I had
that door wide open. I didn't have it closed. I wanted hÍm to be
able to see it. He never made any conment, but he looked at a it
al right. And that's why I toìd yor¡ here, a I ittle earlier, I had a
real neat closet. But not all the tir¡e.

138



JS: Not a I I the t,ime .

DC: But after that, after that inspection ít was neat from then on.
And also, once a week, I don't recall the day, Tuesdqy or Thursday
I guess. l,{e'd get up, they wouìd get us up at four o'clock. And I
think it was alwqys a different barracks got up at, I think it was
staggered, but our barracks got up at four o'clock on one day and I
don't tiink the others did. And we scrubbed that floor, I mean scrubit, with pails and pails of water, hot soapy water. And the, we would
scrub it with brushes and then we would thrqv clear warm water to
rÍnse it out. And we had squeegies, and we'd squeegie all this from
the center, sqy out bott¡ doors. And that's how... that was a must.
That was like in the army. Keep tlrat barracks clean. And nobody
reeally looked foruard to that particular morning, getting up early
and all. But Ít was once a week, whether we riré¿ it or ñot. AndI hadn't though of that for many years.

But it_was, u,e never missed a day's work because of weather,
regardìess of hcn hard it was raining, snowing, whatever, we alwqys
went out. And thatrs the way I recall it, I don't recall ever staying
in camp because of weather. Nor, I suppose It could have gotten so
extrere we wouldn't go out. But I don't think it ever hapþened whileI was In.

And also, I did not particularly, I may be contradicting ryserf, I
didn't particularly like tjre 3{'s the first six months. becaub it
had done sonrething to my freedom, you know. Before I had been able
to do what, pretty much whatever I wanted, whenever I wanted, and go
wherever I wanted. As rrly meager arpunt of money would allow, that
is, because I never had anything. But, I was not going to reenlist.

And it carn this day in April of '38 that was the deadline at six .

o'cl.ock, as I recall nov, in the evening, you had to go ínto the
headquarters office and reenlÍst. sign-thê dotted liñe if you wanted
to be in. And I remember ry brother, he was there as an assistant
foreman, he was alittle agglavated at me that I wasn't going to
reenlist. But I had r¡o desire to reenlist. And there was about five
minutes left until the deadtine and they were going to take the papers
into Eugene. And aìì of a sudden, I don't know what struck me, butI was lying there in ny bunk, feeting so complacent and happy because
I was going to be out of tJre 34's in a few dqys, you knov, a week
or so. And I suddenly just jumped up out of my bunk, I ran down the
length of the barracks and out the door into hêadquarter's building
and I asked where the dotted line was. And I signed tJrat thing andI just loved the 3{'s fnom then on.

Not that I particularly disliked during the six, that six months, butit just something about it, it had destroyed r¡y freedom to some
extent. But I had an entireìy different attitude after I reenlisted
and then, of course, I reenlisted another time too, so I was in
eighteen months ín all. That was a really a great experience.

JS: Did a lot of people reenlist?
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09i I'd.say ilo-tJrirds of them. I mqy be wqy off. I mqy be wayoff. I don't rerBmber that big of cha-nge from one time tó the oiher.I remember that one tine, and it was proOa¡ly in þril of '38 when
we got those sixty sorp recruits from up in Poriland area that I
nentioned earlier. so that would indicate that probably sixty outof the two hundred had dropped out. If two hundi-ed is äorreci, now
I'm pretty sure that was the number of men that was in our comiany.It was probably the sanp in alì companies.

rlS: That seems to be the standard. Do you have much, like, sort of
like-self-produced entertainnnnt: talenf shows, camp iires, musÍc,
si ngi ng?

DC: Not a whole lot of music. but there was son¡e. And occasionally
little groups wouìd get together and sing. And I renpmber boxing was
a pretty b.tg U,ing annngst... where would they do this, I guess it
must have been in the rec hall. It almost seems to nn likè it should
be in the barracks, but that's wrong, there wourdn't be room enough
in the barracks. sd it must have been over in the rec hall. And I
took part in it a time or two, but not too often. And they had sonn
pretty tougür 9WS, there, or thqy appeared to be. 0f course, out of
two hundred there'd be sone prætty good ones, you know. Boxinggloves. Yeah, that was pretty good-entertainmênt.

,lS: So, boxing, JOu would also then box other camps?

DC: No.

JS: Just anpng yourselves?

DC: Just anpngst the canp. The only... the only tJring I recall where
competed witlr other camps was in our basketbatt. Añd we didn't
very many places then, or had very many other camps conn to plqy

But I rï¡ember I was on our team. And I don't recall if we won
garps or lost any games or what, at this tÍme. But it was a lot

fun.

Otherwise, for amusement, ô little gang... I guess they had horseshoes
to pitch, too. And you'd see little gangs out, watching the baseball
plqyers. 0r just tittle groups huddled about. 0f course, cards, a
lot of the fellws liked to plqy car{s. I was never too much forthat. I was in the arny aboüt?our years and I don't think I ever

we
go
us.
any
of

pl qyed a game
'cau se that's
too.

JS: Did they

of cards while I was in the anry and that's unusual
a big thing. And Ít was a pretty big thÍng in the C's,

do any gambling? 0r was that prohibited?
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DC: 0h, I'm sure nobody þroutd have... if there had been any gambling,
g¡{ there probably was, it would have been in a snall wqy and I don't
think they would, anyone would have prevented it or just took the
other way. It would have been penry ante stuff for sure. I don't
really recall any ganùling, but I would sure think there would have
been amongst aìl the card plqyers.

JS: So like with the soft... what is it hardbail that you prqyed?

DC: Yeah, they were plqying baseball. But I don't reca'll that
ever played any other teams. And I wasn't on a baseball team.in a while they'd haræ a work up and I'd ptay, plqy wit¡ them.

JS: Did the foremen plqy on the teams or u,as this just pretty much
the .. .

DC: Yeah, yeah, they woutd get out and play too. I can rennnrber this
one guy, he was an older fellov tæ, a stocþ fellol, and his last
name was 0rr and the only first name I remenùer for him was pop. They
called.him Pop 9rr. And he was realty a vigoro.rs old gruy. To'nre he 

-

was old, maybe he wasn't, you know I was eignteen at tñai time. AndI would sEy he was at least sixty, and to rn at that time that wasold. And he rvas quite a boxer.. He had a trick. And if he could get
some new gqy l! there that hadn't seen hÍm, he'd be boxing away with
some young felìow and suddenly he would twirl. He would junp and make
a__complete, jump around and he'd have his fÍst up here and he'd almostall the tinn land that fist against thís guy,s fäce.

And of course everyorìe knerv abor¡t him doing that were alwqys lookingfor the mrnnt he would do this and hope hã'd strike the oiher guy.
4n4 l,e, and he usually wouìd. And it'd really surprise the youitg
fellow he was boxing-with,.you know. That's ttre only person I've ever
seen perform that trick.

JS: so did the military officers do much recreational things with
you?

.Dct No, I don't recall that they ever did. But in other camps, you
knol, it might have been. I don't even, I don't recall the nàmés-of
any of our other officers. In the little red book, of course, it'll
indicab a different captain for our company.

JS: I think it was Stanùaugh.

DC: Yeah , tiat's ri ght. staurùaugh . But he ev idenily was transferred
and Nell was made captain and he was the one I really remember.
starbaugh I remmber vaguely. so that book must have been pout outin'37 because if Stambaugh had been there longer, you knol, he'd be
standing out in my ¡nemry as much as Captain Nell.

JS: Yeah, it was a '37 book I just wasn't sure exactly...

DC: 0h, yeah.

we
0nce
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.lS: That's the date on the ou tsi de, at I east.

DC: 0h, yeah, I'd forgotten. I'm sure Stanùaugh was a nice fine
fellov, too. And prrobably that lieuntenant who gave us heck for
h.aving the -holl ovl I egs prôbauly turned out pretty well too, I hope.
lle just said the wrong thing to sqy to us and we- alì knen it and' the
Captain, Captaín Nell sure knew it. I'm sure he had more of a
discussion with him later, Ín private, after he'd somewhat gently
scolded him right there before all the 3-c boys or all of ui that went
down on that fire.
That was one of the npst interesting experiences on that fire because
we were... we did several dÍfferent camps there. There was the main
camp there at a place called Long Ridge. And I think this was
eighteen or üventy miles from Brookings, up an oìd, not so old, just
a t¡isty gld dirt road. And there was a lookout here at Long Ridge
and we had radio and telephone c ¡unciations from there. nñ¿ tnére
were, as I recall, weìl over a thousand men there including civilian
fire fighters, Fores't Service personnel and 3-C boys. So they had
two different places to eat, the 3-c's cooking foi the 3-c's -boys 

and
the civilian cooks cooking for the civitian fire fighters, And the
fofg! Service personnel usually ate with the civitian fire fighters.
And they had a morc varied menu than we had.

And while I... and they had a conmissary also, for then, anyone who
wanted to bqy stuff there. And I had worn out or torn the shÍrt I
had, or shirts, whatever, and I needed a new shirt so I went to the
gqtmissary and I bought a hÍckory work shirt. You knor, with thoseìittte stripes, you þrobably know what they are. And then I didn't
look like a 3-C boy, I looked like a civilian fire fighter. And I
thought, hey, this is not too bad. lJith this I can go through either
chor line. And frrom then on, I aìwqys did and I alwqys took-the best
from both, as long as I was there afthat Long Ridge 

-main 
campground.

Qgt we were sent or¡t for at least a week or ten dAys, we were on thisfire for thirty one days. For about a week or ten- dáys we were at
place called cedar camp, wùrich was in about six, seven miles fron the
main camp and another tirn we returned to main camp. And then again
we went out to a place called Boulder Camp.. It was just our group
of 3-c's boys that were at those two camps. So we had different
duties like maintaining trail at night and that was really fun because
tl¡e work wasn't too hai¿.

One níght we had some back firing to do and that was sort of
exciting. Here I recall I had tiis sort of a tank on nU back that
was full of kerosene or something and it was like a big old blow torch
and I was to back fire wítlr that. Our foreman, who wai Don Wright,
we had two forenen down.. . .
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Felix lRarks was a pretty elderìy genilemen at tj¡is tinn, he was a
great fellow, but he didn't go o!t. Held go into the camps with us
and was sort of a camp manager, tþ didn't !o out on the fires with-us. Don would go out on the fires, Don l,lright would go out on the
fïres with us. And this orB night he showed me how tõ ¿o the backfiring. The¡e was this fire trãil that had bàen built and the fire
T9! lpp,roaching it. And he had np for abort a, and thii wai át ñignt,for a about a mile, not a mÍle but about a hali a miìe, go along tñetrail and set fires. And he explained where I shoul¿-ðeË-tñè-irres
and where I should skip and so forth, and I don¡i..*r¡ãr-fi. formula
an{mgre but eventually I set the whole half mile, or whatever on fÍre
gnd i! was to 99 yp añd rneet the other fire. Rná ttre iwo-coming
together, ryly the'yd.burn each olher out, after a huge flareup.- l,{hen
those two fires would meet there'd be a iremendous fÍareup.---

And Don had gorn, had circled arund, Don wright, the foremen, hadcircled around and gone up on a poÍñt that wãs above there. And
l|!.tt 19.oupìe of houns later when he came back doln, ñe-iold nre thatthe wind there from the fires meeting was so trennndoús he had to holdhis hat on to keep.it on if he wanteã it on his head, ottremis" ¡uil -
hold it in his trah¿. He said you just coul¿n.l ¡eliéve what a
tremendot¡s wind that those fires coming together would create. sothat was an interesting experience.

And then when we just had mop up work to do, be abo,rt seven or eight
o,f u: would go_out on that at night.. And wé-would come back in oñ,about five o'clock in the morning and crawl in our sleãpíñé ¡ags âñ¿tl*p for four, five, six hours ãnà inãn-õet up àn¿-speñ¿ i¡ã-iestof the dqy swinming in the river there, iñ the'chetco'River. It was
warm water and there were lots of.nice-pools, and little sandy beacheshere and there. It was just great.

4læt.our thirty one days there they loaded us on some trucks and said
lfey ha<l another fire in CaÌifornÍa. So we went dovn from the Chetèo
River fire to a place caìled Gaskey ín california. And there u,as a
9 9.gonlpuny.thg.re and... t{e were tiere tow oi tt¡iee ¿avs-äñä-tliev
0ecided again that they didn't need us. And they senC us back thenm a Greyhound bus.

And I can recall we were travering at níght.a lot, and there was... it
Tgs a full -moon, it was a night with a full moon and going throughthe mountains it was so spectacular I can rererùer tnãt vËt. or-
course, that was when we eventually got back to our Betk-nap 3-C camp
we found that they had abandoned it. Now some of the fett'ows hadaìrea{_ìgft thg 3-c camp and gorn to Oakridç before we wãnù ón the11re. But we didn't realize that the camp wõuld be entirely abandoned
when we returned. so that's where the driver took us, our ?oiãmen,of course, were with us. And we had nothing there, nó bedding, nonothing, so t,úe had to go-on over to Oakriage to fiñd our equifiñent,our beds, and our beloñgings.

JS: Do you remember what month that was?
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DC: I would guess it was in August of '38. I can't really be sure.

JS: And you left for the fire?

DC: Probably in early July.

JS: Sorevhere between early July and August they moved?

99: Yeah, vúe wel€ probably gorn thirty four or five dqys in altthere. on that fire since we spent thirty one days there on the
chetco RÍver fire and then went to Quiìcene, not Qiulcene, that was
91 the 0ìympic, Gaskey, in caìifornia, not too fai into cãlifornia.
Eighty miles or so.

JS: l,lell, I've got a quite of bit here.

DC: l'.le I I , I 'm sort of runni ng donn .

JS: Anything else you want to sqy about the 3-C,s?

DCi .l,lell, i! was sune a great tlring for fellows that y{eren't findiong
a iob. I think it was one of the greatest projects they ever care
!¡p r{ith. And, the eductaim, I tiink was espcially good because we
learned practical things froín practical peopie. Nów-I don't thinkit would have been nearly as good had it been, had our leaders been
school teachers. school teacñers are for schools and I don't think
that would have been right for the 3{'s.
JS: so a lot of on-the-job training before that became a word that
has been used?

DC: Yeah. I really tJrink now, they talk abor¡t, and I don't know to
what extentthey have conn up with a similar program, they've talked
aqou! coming up with a sort of 3-c's organization again. And I'm
afraid nw it would be men and women together and with cotleç
educated-pgople that are perhap-s trained in teaching schoot ãnd I
don't think it would be a! neai.ly efficient as our õtd 3-C programyras. It certaínly hetpgd a lot of peopte and taught many of the boys
a trade and got them off in the ri ht dírection.

JS: l,lell, thank you for your tinn

DC: lrlell, that's, that's fine. I hope I haven't said a lot of things
that have contradicted other things you've picked up.

JS: l,leÌì they just compìemnt, each person has a slighily different
perspecti ve.

DC: l,lell, sure. How many have you talked to?

rlsi You'¡e ny tnird. I'm trying to do, try to do ne or üvo more
before I..
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DC: Yot¡ said Fred Bloomer, yw talked to him.
'JS : Ri ght .

DC: So he's one of the three.

JS: And then Evan Jones.

DC: 0h , that's ri ght .

JS: And I got a letter from Ar'tey Boyce? But he wasn't at Belknap.
but he was at 0akridge. Perhaps just-after you left Oakridge, thai'
might be.

DC: It might be.

.lS: He was talking '39 he was in Oakridge.

lCt Let's see, I went in... I would have got out in þril of ,39.
I would have been tliere all of '38. I meañ in the 3-c's. Three
months in... a little over three months... October, November,
Decenber... a little over three months in '37, ail of '3g, añd three
months in '39. so I mqy have known him but just didn't knov him tong
enough. I've forgotten.

Yeah, wtren they left, when they left Belknap, those that left earìy
and went over to Oakridge. I was teft there with, and that's who ive
took to the fire, those-sixty four boys from portÍand, they went to
the fÍre. But they had little experience, I told you how 

-

inexperienced they Ìúere.

A ìot of those boys I hqd up tl¡ere at the paradise campground
finishing up varior¡s things other than just the campgrôúnd furniture
and all, a little trails,-and road work and this anä-that. And that,s
what we were working on and I can recall this one campground, thel.ittle_fireplace foñ cooking on that we had built the'Íast dáy we were
dqy before we went on the fire. And, yor knor, it had fresh Lement
holding the rocks together and all and I left á sign on it, a litile
note written on paper and weighted down with a rock, "Please don't
use this fireplace as it has Just been completed.,,

And it must have been üro years later I was up there and looking
around and here's this note was still there all weatherbeaten añd
everything and faded but you could still read it. I don't knqv what
sort of paper it was but you could stiìl read it. It had gone through
a couple of winters and that firepìace still hadn't been used. And -

today, I know that wíthin the first day or two, anyone that would sethat, if they wanted a fÍre there, they'd have ignôred the sign and
gone ahead and build a fire there, I'm just sure-that people ãre so
different todqy than thqy were then. But that hadn't been used.
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lü family was amazed too because I shored it to then. And even then,
during tqtç days it was amazing to me that people would took at that,
ll¡ey.could have seen that that thing was weatheied but they stilldidn't use it. But that's where we ù{ere working when we wäre catled
off to ttn big fÍre on Chetco.

And we rode down in trucks, and that was a nice experience, just open
trucks. It was miserable but interesting too, the old wind blowing
through your hair. Your hair gets.dry añd you get sunburned, I doiI get sunburned so easily. But we'd stop at towns herre and there
and... don't really recall if they sent enough ìunch material with
us to last us until r1e got dovn there or not. That's quite a littletrip. I don't know if ãnyone like our foreman were audhorized to buy
qs lny food along the way, I iust can't remember that. l,te may have
iust had enough lur¡ch material sent with us to last us 'til wä got
there

It's sort of nice trying to bring up some of these old mennries,
things I hadn't really thought abq.¡t a great deal. But if yott have
a chance to talk with ny brpther, who was not only in the 3-c's but
also an assistant foreman, mqybe I can be therre too and we'll come
up with sotne new information.-

JS: Yeah, wtrat I think I may do ís just a ritfle bit more and then
hoìd off until tl¡e fall. Try to do all n¡y field work when the
weather's nice and do this kind of thing when it rains.

DÇ: l,lelì, íf yur ever wanted anyone to walk around with yo.r at the
site, wtry, if I'm not working or anything, I'd be happy to do it.
Mostly I'm not working anymore. I'm a cárpenter. N'ot much work.I may go to work this-aftêrnoon if it looki lÍke the rains going to
hold off.
,ls: Good, yeah, I'd like that somtime. I'll give you a cail and
let yor knor.

DC: Yeah, okqy. I'le stopped once last sunmr, just to rook around
where the old chinese sawmill had been. But I onlv soent about ten
or fifteen minutes searching around there. could-n't'really find
anything. .I don't knor if there's a single' sign of anything left
there. It'd be intersting to look there-again.

JS: Thank you.
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May 21, 1984

Ref : To ycur 2360
Itr of Apr 26, 1gB4

Dear Jon,

Been real busy lately water & oil painting, makinq a larqe black
walnut entertainment center, teaching bread mã[ing, singing Tn achoÍr, travelÍng, grubbing óut scotcñ brrom, etc.-ánd júst-haven,t
had time to ansver your letter.

- My stay in the ccc's was rather short - probabìy only z tlz months
in the summer of 1934 - Ttte main campt as you probably knov, occupied
the sam area now occupied by the prbient iangär station - Most oî rny
tÍr¡e was at a "stub" camp at 0lallie creek - ón the north bank - lesi
than an.eighth of a mile east of the lrlcKenzie River - probably about
whene-the present highwqy crosses. It was a tent camp'and thê
enrollee sìept i1 Army pyramid tents. There were about 40 in our camp
and we were building a Forest Service administrative road from the
McKenzie tlwy to the-south santiam Highway wt¡Ích served as a way
through frcrn abot¡t 1935 to 1961 - ¡vhen the present highwqy wai
compl eted.

Bulldozers and cats were appearing as a ¡neans of earth move¡nent.
H.e pncbably has glte "sjxty" gas cat w/blade and one pull grader.
My job was to roll rocks and ren¡ve wood roots and chunks-from the
road bed - Our foreman was Mr. Forrest Drury the father of Jim Drury.
Jim was a ccc enrollee, I believe and residês at McKenzie Bridge.

W earnings fon a sumner of hard work was $60 to 70.00 - not much
to start to Forestry School in the falì of 1934 but it was eÍther work
fgf_tJte 3 C's or nothing at all. Times were hard. In the sununer of19$ I fought fire for 25 cents per hour - with no credit for
overtime. The first shift on one project fire I was on was 20 hours
with nothing to eat for the first ig ñours as the packer got lost.

-.l'lhen ìt got to pqy dqy we wor¡ld pite into a chevy stake truck and
ri<le to the main camp for our 95.00 (the renaining $25.00 was sent
home). Beer was legalized a short tine back'& sor¡re of the boys would
have a gqy time drinking 3.2% bær (Golden Harvest vúas one of the
bul.iÍtnååoJt 

:;ffi):1 s.llon iuss and was described as "sreen" beer

This surely isn't much input but it is about as I have to offer -

. Hope.this helps sonn - I'm pleased that an effort is being made
to record the early history of the FS & the CCC's

Best wishes -

Evan Jones
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5247 S. t.l. Garden Hone Road
Portland, Oregon 972L9
April 30,1984

.lm M. Sil vennoon, Dist. Archeol ogist
McKenzie Ranger District
lvlcKenzie Brídç, Oregon 97413

Dear Mr. Si I ver¡noon :

This ís in response to your letter of April 26 solicitinq informationfor your project compilirp a history of'the Belknap ccc õamp.

I wilì help in any way I can.

However, my experiences may not be that pertinent to your project.I was a member of_company 927 .at 0akridge during a ülo year sþan 1939-3e and 1e39-40. T9 my rîowiedge tñõ cõñóar,v rräã iranirärie¿-lñereprevior¡sly frcm Belknap. so all of ny räcoilections have to ¿ô wittr
the OakrÍdge experiehce.

The camp cormander wass capt. Glenn p. Nell. - and a fine leader he
was too.

I'le did the usual ccc things 1luilt trails and forest camps, planted
trees, fought forest fires, feiled snags, constructed foräsú iigns,etc.

lvly only recollection of the McKenzie area is of a tirn when we were
rousted q¡t of bed at 10:30 p.f,., loaded onto our trucks and takento Blue River to fight a foräst iire raging there. He hit the firea little after Ti¿-ligh!^- fought it ali the rest of the night andthe-next day. /rbout 3:00 o'cl&k the next ãrtÀrnoon we got-a firetrail around it and I was given a section of trail to waich to make
sure the fire did no! jump across. I leaned back against a tree and
watched - and soon..went to sleep standing up! Bob oünniñg,-our-rangercarn by and said, "I think you've had enóugirt - go on uôúñ uv üre -
truck and get some rest."

I credit the ccc with giving me an opportunity in those terrible
nyself. A hígh school drop out,
h, and worked nights at the Salnpnt of the CCC's. I fïnished high
from I'lil I anette University and

The country could use rrþre pnograms like the CCC,s.

I can contribute to the success of your project, please contact
aga in .

Si ncerely,

Arley Boyce

If
me
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Be'lknaP CCC CamP, JanuarY 1936

Entrance si gn to carnP

Provided bY HarrY Hanlon, 1984

Roseburg, 0regon

photograph coPY of PhotograPh
i n 1937 CCC Co . 927 Yearbook '
Fred Bl oomer's coPY

entrance walkwaY into camP from
h'ighway
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photograpl .opy of photograph
in Fred Bloomer's côpy oi
CCC Co. 927 yearbook, lg37

Camp Belknap, headquarters
bui ì di ng

¡ARIAC(S Af CAM? ¡EIXNAI

photograph copy of photoqraoh
in i937 CCC Co . 927'year 6ooi<,
Fred Bl oomer's copy

Camp Beì knap ba rracks
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Beìknap CCC Camp, circa 1933

a Stevenson photograph,
courtesy Lane County Museum
prìnt # MIT 179-936
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photograph copy of photograph inl-red Bloomer's copy of CõC bo. gZ7
yearbook, 1937

Camp Beìknap, recreation hallcirca 1936-1932
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Be I kna p CCC Carnp , 1936

Recrea ti on Ha I I ì nteri or

Provided by: Harry Hanìon, lgB4
Ro s ebu rc¡
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RECREôTION HALL
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"SavJì ng l.lood " JuìY 25 , 1933
vìew pf kitchen/storeroom, water
tower; showers/toilets building
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Company 730, JulY 25th
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\^lNF Historic Photo i2
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Company 730, "ltless " , ci rca i933
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Belknap CCC Camp, lgjg

l: L. Harry IIanlon, senior leaclerr: Captain Gle:rn t). Nell

provided by Ìtarry l{anlon, l984
Ro s ebu rg

Beì knap

l: Lt.
r: Lt.

I'rov i ded

CCC Canrp, 1935

Charl e: ß. El.y, conìrìì(rn(lo.
Uruce Pr jcc, ¿ìss t. ccl,lrlran,Jcr-

by lla lr..y Ila n Ir)n , )gU4
fìoseburq
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Beì knap CCC

Camp cooks-

Provided by:

Camp,1936

l: L. Henry Blueler
(baker)

cl: Leìand Keno
cr: Marvin Lee
R: ?Stone

Harny Hanìon, Roseburg

.é-':=:--
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phoEograph of cover of
1937 CCC Co. 927 yearbool<

Fred Bloorner's copy



Appendíx H: Historic Photographs of Camp Belknap Projects on
the ItlcKenzie Ranger District
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llh i te
ci rca

Branch Lodge
1980

White Branch Lodge
c'irca 1980 l^lhi te Branch Lodge

ci rca 1980



163

l-:l'
.-a

^^ ^ .?4

phoEograph coPY of PhoEograPh in
tg¡Z CCC Co. 927 Yearbook,
Fred Bloomer's coPY

Dee WríghE 0bservaEorY

\!, i^:.,! .'. ùr

ntrC \A/O ll:L¡T ¿^.tc r
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iioil, 3" 55îor3å'3i:'nåf i::i33i-
Dee l^lright Observatory

circa 1936 ?
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gopy of Fred Bloonter photograph
in his 1937 CCC Co. gTt yeãrbook

Rest roonrs, l'lcKenzie p.ìss, Dee
t,lri qht, c j rca '1937
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Dee^tJri ght Observatory
t9f+ I '15 /

Dee Wright 0bser^vatory 1963
fronl west side
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Veivr from Dee
1957

[.lright Observator¡r
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I'lcKenzie Forest CamP

1957



ParadÍse Campground_ 1955
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Paradise Campground- 1955
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Cl ear Lake
I 969

Campg round

vistior's register
1969

corner of sheì ier
1969

.:o_i -
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Clear Lake CamPground
rock work ci rca 1980

Cl ear Lake CamPground
communi ty shel ter ci rca 1980

l71a

Clear Lake CamPground

.oãi *otk c'irca 19Bo

Clear Lake Campground
visjtor's register



Scott Lake CamPground- l96l
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copy of Fred Bloomer photograph
in his 1937 CCC Co. gZt yeãrbäok

l4cKenzie Creur House, Horse Creek Rd.
under Construc¡tion
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Appendix I: Photographs of Camp Belknap Dismantlíng and the
lvlcKenzie Ranger StatÍon
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short bunkhouse (shower?)

circa 1966

Petrones house

ci rca 1966

(education buiìding?)
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long bunkhouse
ci rca 1966

ìong and short bunkhouse
c'irca 1966
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cookhouse/mess hal I
cì rca 1966
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Î''ic Kenz i e Ra nger Stati on
1966

McKenzie Ranger Station
summer 1970

-L---;:. :. ;:::- -.-, -4ít=r:- -

1984 view of I'lcKenzie Ranger Station
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photo of rec hall and office locatior
from perspectìve of 1937 CCC comp.
927 yearbook photo

1984 view from shop location
i nto former canìp area
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pe',^sPe':ti ve ot I:
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nersPec tr ve

Yearbook PhoLo
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1984 view from perspective of 1933
t^lNF HST photo of messhaì1, water tower,
bath house



Appendix J: Photographs of Camp Belknap Historic Artifacts
Inventoried in Survey Area A
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All - cedar. spl i t rai'l fence remai ns
south of powerì ine road

All - cedar spìit rail fence
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- cedar lllit_rail fen-ce

C6 - cedar split raÍl fence
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83 - cedar split rail fence

83 - cedar splít raíl fence
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83 - cedar spìit rail fence

I

83 - cedar spìit ra'il fence
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A4 - cedar split rail fence

A5 - cedar spìit raiì fence



lBB

C4 - cedar spìit rail fence



lB9

415 - south
fence

end of cedar split rail
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89 - metal bucket
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open field to west of main camp

A4B- mi scel Janeous junk pì ì e
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B-8- wire wrapped wooden pipe

concrete pad for shop



Appendix K: Photographs of Camp Belknap Historic Artifacts
Inventoried in Survey Area B
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815 - rock structure from west
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815 - rock structure from south
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815 - rock structure from east
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815 - rock structure from north
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Bi5 - hinge on rock structure

>4a
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815 - interior of rock structure



Bi5 - enamel plate at rock structure
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815 - metal beam néar rock structure
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824 - trail from rock structure
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AI2 - large depression, hole

C7 - d'itch 814 - ditch to hot e AI2
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Bl2 - square hole
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813 - milk botile

813 - Quaker State 0il can
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gas pump from east



Appendix L: Photographs of Camp Belknap Historic Artifacts
Inventoríed Ín Survey Area C
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827-I- teìephone
board i n

wjre in tree,
tree

827-1- telephone wÍre
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827-2- teìephone wire in tree

827 -2- tel ephone wi re i n 
_ 
tree,

w'ire impressions jn trunk
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827-5- wire impression 'in tree
trunk

827-6- teìephone wire & insulator
i n tree
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C17- wire in tree

C18- insulator in tree
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czr- teì ephone i nsul ator & w'i re
i n cedar

828- telephone wire impression
i n cedar
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426- wire & insulator in tree

t
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427- cedar wi th wì re 'imPressi on

around trunk
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AZL- insulator embedded in cedar
about 6m above ground
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424- downe{ tel ephone poì e,
lashed together with wire
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424- downed tel ephone po'le
closeup of lashed wire
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425- metal looP in ground

C15- concrete steps
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423- concrete steps

A23- Pepsi bottle fragment near
concrete stePs
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419- sidewalk from north

C16- cement sidewaìk from south
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829- possible row of rocks,
wa'lkway

829- c'loseup possìble row of rocks,
waì kway



2t6

concrete pad from east
(shower/bath house)
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concrete pad from west
(shower/bath house)
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from north
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C22- water valves concrete PiPe
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C23- water pipe

C24- piece of pipe
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C20- PiPe in ground
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830- pipe stickinq out of
ground in elévated area
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56- concrete pipes
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C19- bur"ied posts
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A22- buried posts



Appendix M: Photographs of Camp Belknap Historfc Art,ifacts
Inventoried in Survey Area D
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826 - cooking pan embedded in tree

A1B - metal in depress'ion
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437 - rectangular metal can

split To9
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C34- galìon paint can

C35- bucket
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C27-2x4
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CZB- tÍn bucket
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C32- metaì, cans, lumber

C33- five gallon can
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840 - metal pot

840 - bottles and cans
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52 - oít or air filter

S3 - miscellaneous metal
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53 - wire mesh screen

53 - enamel bow'l
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53 - stove & metal pieces
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53 - stove & metaì pieces
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54 - stove top

55 - metaì sign?
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56- metal
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433- rectanguìar metal can
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57 - fire ring

SB - metal
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59 - metal grate

S10 - pennzoil motor oil can
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434 - boot rubber
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c39 _ trail to trench toi let
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C38 - trench toilet from southeast
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C38 - trench toilet seat
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434 - hole in ground

skid road/logging road SE of camp
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837- trail, hole for dump?
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C31- trench
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825 - two hoìes

833- hole, approximateìy 4'
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C40 - small trench

C42 - rubbìe piìe
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835- trnil
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834- dump, concrete chunks
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832- wooden structural remains

C26- hole, about 5" square
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438 - trai I
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438 - beer bottle
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A35 - trail intersection
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836- trash hole with wooden cover(bottles inside)



Appendix N: Excavation Photographs for 42, 81, and 833 Including
Artifacts Recoveied
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A2- hol e

A2- hol e 'in ground
excavated

f
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A2- bottom of hole wjth test p.it
in center
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81- north corner of hole

81- east corner of hole
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81- south corner hole 81

81- ',vest corner of hole
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B1- hol e, I ook'ing Nl^J

B1- hole, wire screen uncovered
duri ng excavation
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B1- hole, from ll looking south
( excavated )
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B1- hol e, from SE I ooki ng t'll,j

( excavated )
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81- bottom of hole with shovel
test pit in center
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833 excavation
surface from west

833 excavation
from west, duff and lìtter removed
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833 excavation
from west with cans & botiles removed

833 excavation
from west, 75cm deep
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833 excavation
from west, term'inated B5cm

833 excavation
non-collected cans removed
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833 excavation
file

833 excavation
mi scel I aneous metal

?{
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833 excavation
honey jar fragments

833 excavation
Spam cans
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833 excavation
co'logne bottl e

833 excavation
French's mustard jar
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833 excavation
melted jar pieces

833 excavation
smal I jar

T
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833 excavationjar ìids, harmonica parts, grommet,
hair pin?

833 excavation
tape dìspensers, jack knife blade,
glaqs finger dish fragments



Appendix 0: Photocopy of 1937 Yearbook for CCC Company 927
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I Applied

I was Examined

I Left for Camp
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I Arrived

The Name of Camp

My Company
Officers



My S.rp*rvisors
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My Buddies at Camp

Duties I Performed
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I*portant
Events

Social

I Received My
Discharge at

Date

I Returned Home
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ún¿ngry

EAMP IIFE
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ún¿ngry

EAMP IIFE



F:

EVEilTs
drnlngry

EAMP IIFE



27s

EVEI{T5
ún¿ngry

EAMP IIFE



ryBUDD

216



277





UDD

279



TBUI|E



28L

ADMINISTRATION
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ROBERT FECHNER,
Director of Emergency Conservation Work.
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Conserv¿tion Worl program' These cooporating agencies and

their maior funclions are:

I. DEPARTMENI OF LABOR.

This Deparlment is charged wilh the seleclion of lhe iunior

enrollees (a9er l7-28 years) for lhc Civili¿n Conservation Corps in

th" conlinít¿l united siates. The Departmenì delegales lhe

selecrion lo a Slale Dìreclor of Selecfion in e¿ch Slale' who worL:

do*n through the counties' municipalilies' and oiher political sub'

divisions to obt¿in lhe names of qualified men *ho *ish lo enroll

in lhe Civilian Conservotion Corps' All such men musl be f¡om

i"-¡rl, "" 
the public relicl rolls. A group of approximately ten

*r."nt of th" ìol¿l ¿uthorized strength of the Civili¿n Conserva'

i';" 
-ð;t;t, 

termcd local experienced men' is selecled by the

t"-"hni"ul'u9"n"iu, (DepartmenÌs of Agricullure and lnlerior)'

The Dápartment of L¿bor is represented on lhe Director'¡

Advisory Council by W. Frank Persons' Well o"er l'200'000 men

hu"" boun selected through lhe efforts of this agency'

2. VËTERANS ADMINISTRATION.

The Velerans Administration, and facilitie:' is responsible for

selecling the war veterans quoto of enrollees throughout lhe

Uniied 
-St¿tes. 

This contingent approximales ten per cenl of the

toiul "uthori."d 
strenglh. Selection in this group is confined to

veterans ol lhe World or previous wars' having an honorable dis'

charge and who are on lhe public relief rolls'

3. DEPARTMËNT OF WAR
The Departmenf of W¿r has for its maior funclions "the ac-

'1,
"li

lrLlil

i,, ii:
.lfl

i,ilil

COLONEL DUNCAN K. MAJOR' JR.'

Colonel, Gener¿l Sta{f, Operations and Training Division'

War DeParlmenl, Genoral Staff'

Reprosenting lhe War bepartment on ECW Advisorv Council'

The selectÌon and enrollment of 250,000 unmarrìed young men

U nion.

Underthedirectiono{theDireclor,fivegovernmanfalagencies
cooperate in carrying out lhe malor function: of iho Emerqoncy

F. A. SILCOX'

Chief Fore¡ler, U. S. Forest Service,

Represonls the Departmenl of Agriculture on the

E.rrg"n.y Conservalion Worl Advisory Council'

i:ili:
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ceptance of lhe unømpolyed men selected their 
'3s¡gnment

ond lransporlalíon . . commcnd, conilruct¡on, adminislration, dis-

cipline, supply, sanilation, medical care, hospitaliration, educalion

and welf¿re . furnishing worl det¡ils . . to the ropresenlàtiYe

of lhe Deparlment 5uPervis¡ng the assignod lasl:'" Ths olfice of

lhe Chiel of Financs, Unilad 5t¿îes Army, acls a: lho general

fiscal agenl for nearly all phase: of Emergency Conse¡valion Work'

The Office o{ Ëduc¿tion, Departmont of lho lnterior, ôcts in

an advisory capacity to lhe Department of War, in carrying on

lhe educalional Program.
A few worL proiects ¿re also under lhe technìcal supervision

of the DePartment o{ W¿r.

The Departmenl of War is represented on lhe Director's Ad-

visory Councìl by Duncan K' Maiors, Jr', Brigodier General, USA'

4. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Since the beginning o{ Emergency Conservation Worl, the ma-

iority of work proiecls have been under lhe lechnic¿l direclion of

"urious 
seryice¡ wilhin lhe Department of Agricullure' These ser-

vices include the Forest Service, Bureau of Biological 5urvey,8u-

reðu of Animal lnduslry, Soil Conservation Servics, etc', all of

which h¿ve long been identified intimalely with the Problems of

conservation. ln addition lo the work supervisory lunctions in

the barrack camps wilhin the Unìted Sfales, the Foresl Sorvice,

of lhe Deparlment of Agricultur€' àlso performs full administralive

funcfions among ô comparatively smòll grouP ol enrolleos in Puerto

Rico and Alaska.

The Deparlmanl of Agricullure is represented on lhe Directo¡'s

Advisory Council by F. A. Silcox, Chief Foresler.

5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

As wifh lhe Department o{ Agriculture, lhe maiorìty of the

dulies of lhis Department have been connecled with the lechnical
suporvision of mcny work proiecls throughoul the Uniled St¿tes.

The bureaus of this Departmenl, which have parlicipaled mo¡t

heavily in lhe Emergency Conservalion Work Program, include the

Nafional Park Servico (a ) National P¿rks and Monumont: Divi-

sion (b) Stale Parls Division, Eure¿u of Reclamalion, General Land

Office, Division of Grazing, and Bureau of lndian Affairs.

The work conducled by ìhe Bureau of lndian Affairs on lndi¿n

Reservations is ¿dminisiered somewhal diflerently than work con'

ducled on ¿reas olher lh¿n lndi¿n Reservations in lhal there are

no lormal barrack camps and lhe Bure¿u ol lndian Aflairs ¿cts a¡

ils own fiscal agent for obligations conlr¿cled under lndian Emer-

gency Conserv¿tion Work This bureau ¿lso:elects lhe lndian and

some few whiles who work upon lndian Reservation:.

The Dopartment of the lnterior, lhrough the Nafional Parl

Service, also handles ¿ll the adminisf¡ative det¿ils of Emergency

Conservalion Work in H¿waii ¿nd the Virgin lslands, as *ell ¿¡

direcfing the wo¡k in lhose areas.

Tho Department o{ the lnlerio¡ ìs represented on the Di'

recfor's Advisory Council by Arno B. Cammerer, Direclor, N¡lional
P¿rk Service.

The CCC has given the American people a now mothod to

use in comb¡ling unomploymenl ¿nd depression' ll has demon-

slraled th¿l largo numbers ol unlrained young men can be put

to work ¿l shorl no+¡cs on conslructive foreslry and conseryation

proiects that are P¡oduclive of lasting benefits nol only to lhe

men themselves but lo the economic li{o of the st¿te ¿nd nation'

The Civili¿n Conservation Corps is described by tho Labor De-

ARNO B. CAMMERER, Director of the N¿lional Parl Service'

Reprosenl: the Departmenl of th¡ lntorior on lho Emergency con¡cry¿lion work Advirory council'
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porl¡ons. Business rocovery h¿s been slimulated lhrough the ex-
pendilure of more than $707,000,000 for m¡nuf¿cturad goods, food
sluffs, aulomotive equìpment, conslruction molorial and olhe¡
a¡liclas needod in lhe operation of lho comps. The CCC pro-
gram has been and ir conlribuling lo national hoalth through
building up fhe physical condilion of enrolloos, lhrough leaching
hundreds of lhousand¡ o{ young men n6w health habits and
sanit¿lion mslhods and through lhe developmenl of new ¡ecre¿-
lion¿l ¿reas for millions of Ame¡icans.

parlmenl ¡s "lhe mosl beneliciol and conslruclive moyemsnl lor
lha welfa¡e of youlh of lhcse lime¡." ll has given foresfer¡-bolh
federal ond ¡lele-their greafesl
ganorolion.

Summed up briefly, the CCC
has supplied iobs to more lh¡n
1,750,000 men, mosl ol lhem
young men, Al one time or an-
olher, nol less lhan 4,300,000 de-
pendonls o{ CCC enrollees h¡va
benefited lhrough parlicipation in
lhe $30-a-month cash allowance
earnod by CCC men. Offici¿ls
ol iho Foresl Servico and Nalion¿l
Pa¡l Service assert lh¿l foreslry
and parl devolopmenl lhroughoul
lhe nalion has been adv¿nced
lrom fifleen fs fwenty-fivs years.
Hundreds of millions of dollo¡s
have been added lo the n¿lu¡al
resourcei wsallh of lhe n¡lion
through the complolion of a worl
progrâm ol unprecedonled pro-

con¡ervalion opporlunily in a
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A more det¿iled piclure ol lhe r€rulls achievod through the
CCC program is ¡hown below under live main headings:

I. RELIEF OF UNEMPLOYMENT, ESPECIALLY AMONG
YOUNG MEN.

Approrimclely 1,730,000 men
had been given employmenì
Ìhrough June 30, 193ó. Ol ìhis
number, ¿bout I,5 I 4,000 have
been young men between the
ages o{ l7 and 28, w¡r velerans
and locally enrolled experienced
men. Approximalely 32,000 ln-
ciians ¿nd 8,000 ierrilorial enroll-
ees h¿ve been on the Emergency
Conse¡v¿tion Worl payroll al one
lime or ¿nother. Approximately
172,000 addilion¿l men h¿ve been
employed lor varying lengths of
lime ¿s Reserve Officers, as for-
eslry superviso¡¡ and other lech-
nical personnel on lhe camp su-
pervisory force, as educalion¿l
adviser:, as carpenters ¡nd othe¡

and as lemporary employees en-
goged on ¿dminislr¿tive and cleric¿l dulies.

2. HEALTH AND ATTITUDE OF ENROLLEES.
The eflects of the ouldoor life, good food, ¿nd he¿llhful worl

on the enrollees ¿re indicoled by the f¡cl ihot 14,000 enrollees
selecled al r¿ndom f¡om all seciions o{ the United Sf¿tes showed
àn òvoràge we¡ghl 9àin per màn of more lhan seven pounds during
¿ six monlhs'period of enrollmenl, Olher ¿nd later lesls o{ similar

slilled ¿nd unslilled worlmen
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-Photo by U. S. Foresl Sorvice.
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nrtu¡c hòvc rhown wcight gô¡ñ¡ v.ry¡ng lrom an .vcrôgc of c¡ght
lo t*clvc'pouñ¿. plr cnrollct Wat Dcparlmcnt oflicial¡ c¡tim¡tc
thc weighl gainr by young men havc averagcd lwelvc poundr per

cn¡ollcc.

$371,000,000. Of thi¡ amount, about 93ó0,000,000 wcr ccrncd by
men in barr¿cl ccmpr, of which thry allottcd homc approrimalely
Í2ó5,000,000 to needy depcndents.

4. WORK TOTALS.

Thc Deparlmanl of Agricullure :ays Emergency Conrervation
Worl "hc¡ pu¡hed forwôrd con¡ervalion prog16¡¡ from tcn lo
twenty yearr." Running perallel with fhat ¡talemenl i¡ onc from
lhe Deparlment of lnlerio¡ which repork "through Emergency

Conservation Wo¡l, lhe development of lhc nction'¡ recrealional
area¡ has been advanced fu¡lher fh¡n would have been possible in

ten to lwenly year under the old order lhat prevoiled prior lo the
inslilulion of tho Civilian Con¡eryation Corpr."

More th¿n a hund¡ed lyper of prolecls are carried on' Thesc

include operalion¡ which h¡ve to do wilh foresl cullure and pro-
fection, flood conlrol, irrigation and drainage, landscape and recrea-
tion, wildlife and range conservation, soil erosion conlrol and

others.

Among lhe þrincipal worl item¡ compleled were the follow-
ing:

ó5O,O0O,OOO lreos planled; most of lhem on denuded areas.

72,000 mile¡ of tiucl l¡ails con¡lructad.

45,000 miles ol lelephone lines buill inlo the n¿lion'¡ forest
and parl fire delection ¡yrlems.

40,000 miles of fire breal¡ opened up through forc¡tcd arcc¡.
Reduction of fire hczard¡ over 1,4ó4,000 acrc¡.

2,3ó5 loolout hou¡e¡ and looloul lowe¡¡ conslruclcd in forc¡h
and parks {o¡ fire dalection.

Fo¡e¡l ¡land improvemeni work completed ove¡ 2,38ó,000

à clo¡.
A lotal of 19,305,000 acre¡ cove¡ed in campcignr to cont¡ol

rodent¡.

A total of 12,794,000 ðcrc¡ covrrcd in campaignr lo reduc¡
lo¡¡e¡ c¡u¡cd by trce and Plànt attacling perlr and inrocls. (Thc

whilc pinc bli¡tcr ru¡t which ha¡ lhrcatened lo dc:troy lgrgc rcc-
tion¡ oi vclucble pinc rtandt wcr the principal di¡ca¡c fought.f

2,2O2,OOO chccl dam¡ built in gullicr lo control ¡oil c¡o¡ion.

The death rate per 1,000 enrollee¡ Por yeôr ha¡ been 2.7.

Among un:electad men of a similar à96 g¡ouP, according lo lhe
Amerícan Experience Table of Mortality, dealhs average approri-
metely 8,07 per lhousand or abouf lhree time¡ ôr måny ö5 ôre

experienced in the Civilian Conrewation Corps.

ll h¿s been possible lor many enrollees lo remove their l¿miliss
from public relief rolls lhrough lheir worl. The Departmenl of
Labor advi¡e¡ lhat thous¡ndc of actu¿l cass ¡ecord¡ "reflecf lhe
fact lhal the Civilian Conservalion Corps men have relurned to
thoir home¡ delinifely bsnefilted physically and menlally; lheir
ouflook toward lhe future is brighler; lheit ¡ense of ¡slf-¡eliance
¿nd lheir abilily to adiust themselv6s f6 6conomic condilions is

stronger, lt i¡ the concensus of opinion . . . . lhal lhe ultimate

-Photo by U, S. Fo¡¡¡t Scrvicc.

rs¡ulls of Emergency Con¡erv¿tion Worl will prove of larting value
nof only fo lhc mcn o{ tho Civili¡n Con¡ervation Corps, but cl:o
lo the cnlirc Nation."

-Photo by U. 5. Fore¡l S¡rvlcr.

3. RELIEF OF DESTITUTE FAMILIES,

Up to April l, 193ó, ce¡h ¡llow¡ncel côrncd by enrollcd mcn

in Emargcncy Con¡crv¡tion Worl amounled to approrimatcly



Complclion of limber erlimaling 3urvoys oysl 27,000,000 ¡crc¡.
Con¡lruclion ol 28,000 vchicle bridges.

Developmenl of 32,500 acrec of public camp groundr lor
recrealional purpo3o3.

51,000 mile¡ of ¡o¿dsides ond lrailsides cleared up as a {ire
prevenlion move.

Among olher items of worl completod were 11,000 well¡ or
springs, lhe con¡lruclion ol 2,100 impounding and diversion dams,
the building of 5,370,000 ¡ods oÍ lences, the expendilure of
I,300,000 môñ-dôys on tree nursery work, lhe revegetalion of
I 17,000 acres ol range lands, the er¿dication ol poisonous and
other lypes of planls lrom 294,000 ocres.

ln ¿ddition fo lheir .regulòr construclion work, the CCC de-
voted hundreds of lhousonds of man-days lo mainlanance worl,
ln lhìs connecfion lhey maìni¿ined 91,000 miles o{ telephone lines,

30,000 miles of fire breals and ló3,000 miles of lruck lrails.

The worl progràms have been largely directed loward lhe
improvemenl and proleclion of our nalur¿l ¡esources, parlicularly
lo¡esls and parls, and lhe prevenlion of destruclive soil erosion.

"The slrengthening of loresl and park defenses againsl lha
deslructive inrocds of forest fires, insecls and lree altaeling dis-

Div. ol 8li¡ler Rurl Conlrol, 8ur¡¿u of Plant lndurtry, U, S. Drpt. ol Agri.

eôiei iepr€tenled one of lhe mo¡l imporlanl lypes of wo¡l unde¡-
talen by CCC men," ôccording lo Director Fechne¡.

"Fire is lhe scourga ol lhe forest, côuring mo¡e fore¡l de-
vastalion than any olher single cause, lnsecls and disease¡ are
close second¡ in de¡t¡ucliveness. ll wa¡ nalu¡¿1, therefore, lhat
foresler¡ promptly grâspod lhe opportunily of{ered by the CCC
lo slrenglhen fíre protective improvemenlg in fore¡t¡ ônd pàrks
ànd lo init¡àfe large scàle càmpài9n5 àgàinsl insecls and ¡uch
deslruclive lree dí:e¡ses as lhe white pine blisler ru:1.

The besl methods o{ {ire control involve lhe use o{ stràtegic-
ally localed looloul sl¿lions, carelully planned lrucl frails, tele-
phone lines and mobile {orces of fire fighting which c¿n be rushed,
fully equipped wilh fools, lo the threatened are¿s. During lhe
pasl lhree years CCC men h¿ve been worling lo improve the
delection, communicalion änd lrànsporlàt¡on iyslêms of fire con-
lrol by laying new lelephone lines, building lrucl tr¿ils to hilhe¡lo
inacce¡sible foresl areas, orocfing fire detection towers, construct-
ing lhousends of lool boxes filled with fire fighting tools, oponing
of fire breal¡ lo l¡cililale fire fighting ônd romoving inflammable
lirc harard¡.

"Traìned in fire lighling by Forerl 5ervice oflicer¡, the CCC
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boy: hcvc ¡oryed ò¡ ¡n el{eclivc suppro¡3¡on lorcc on lhc atound,
and lhou¡and¡ ol lhem lave perlormed heroic worl on the li¡c
line in periods of emergency. Larl year, one of lhe worsl yoârt
ol firE hazard in hirlory becauge of droughl and unfavor¿bls
weolhe¡ condilions, the CCC was lorgely in¡l¡umenlal in holding
fire losses on lhe nalional forests ìo a figure wsll below the ¿ve¡-

Dlv. ol lli¡lcr Rutl Conlrol, Eurcau of Plânl lndu¡try, U. S. Drpt, of Agri.

age of comparôble yeârs, More lhan 2,520,000 man-deys have
been spenl by CCC enrolleec lighling lorost fi¡es.

The CCC work record shows lhal progross ha¡ been registorod
in fhe d¡ive lo reduce or conlrol lhe ravages of forest deslroying
insecls and diseases. Campaigns h¿"e been conducted against
pine beelles, the gypsy molh, European barl beelles, grôsihoppert
and other lorest pesls ove¡ m¡llionr of acres. The availobili\ of

-Photo by U, S. Fore¡t Scrvice.

CCC l¿bor made il por¡ible lor lhe Foresl Se¡vice of the Dc-
parlmenl of Agrìculture lo launch il: firsl maior cômpðign ôgôinst
the white pine blirler rurl, c fungus diseare, lh¡t lhrealans {orc¡t¡
valued in lhe hundred¡ ol million¡ of dollars. Mosl effäclive worl
againrl lhir menâce lo while pine growlh hc¡ been c¿r¡ied on in
ldaho, the lale ¡lale¡ and in Ncw England.
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"A lorgc amounl of wo¡l h¡¡ bean done in the field of {ore¡t
improvcmcnf. Broadly, lhi¡' ineluds¡ lirrl, fimber slend improve-
ment by romoyôl ol dead, defective and worthlc¡s lrees. lhìnning
overc¡owded stands, invenlorie¡ o¡ timbe¡ sl¿nd eslimales, su¡-

veys and fore¡t cover maps and,

:econdly, refo¡e¡talion ¡uch ¡¡ lhe
growing and planling of fo¡esÌ
seedlings. Gene¡al foresl clean-
up worl h¡s been completed over
several lhou¡and ccres, while fo¡-
esf sland improvement work has

been done over clo¡e to lwo mil-
lion acre¡. Mo¡e th¿n 28,000 ex-
perimental plols were alco laid
oul for fo¡est and planl resea¡ch.

"A c o n sl¡ n ll y increasing
amounf of soil erosion prevenlion
worl has been dons by CCC men
since lhe worl begen. Several
lhous¿nd men h¿ve been engaged
on llood control proiecls. Wild
life conservafion has been sm-
phasized and consìderable worl
hos besn done in developín9 water
slocl.

"The improvement of our nalion¿l ànd 3lâto parks as well as

fhe development ol new rec¡oalion¿l facilities in olher limbeted
areas has been slre¡sed. The national parks and monuments have
been given belfer proleclion from fires, diseases and insscts. Due
lo lhe slimulus of lhe CCC program, ó00,000 ac¡es h¿ve been
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added lo slele parls. New cemp buildings hcve been e¡ected.
Public camp ground weler ¡y¡tsms hðye been developcd in na-

lional and st¡le fo¡esls. These h¿ve been equipped wilh pura

drinlìn9 wate¡, ruslit lire places and ¡e¡l room¡. Thi¡ development
*orl hes greatly increased the
recre¿tional v¿lue¡ of our public
lorests and parlr.

"No effort ha¡ been made to
draw ¿ strict line between lhe
va¡ious beneficial effects of lhis
work. Primarily il we¡ a relief
meôsu¡e ¡nd a¡ such I believe it
has accomplished everylhing lhat
was expecled ol il' The reh¿bili'
l¿tion o{ fhose forlunale enough

lo be given the opporlunily lo
en¡oll was also a vilally imPorl-
¿nt fe¿lure and here, too, lhe evi-
dences indic¿te¡ a lremendous
benefil has resulted.

"During lhe pasl lew years

many wrilers and lecturers have

called allenlion lo the potenlial
danger of the large and constanlly increasing number of young

men, some ol them ctill in lhei¡ leen:, who were leaving school and

finding il impossible to ggcu¡e €mPloymenl ol any characler. The

lremendous number of unomployed m¡r¡ied men and oldsr ex-

perienced men, whom induslry nalurally pre{erred whenever oppor-
lunity for employmenl was presenled, was an efleclive bar lo lhe
inerperiencod youth iusl arrivnng at worling cAe.

facilities for wild life and
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-Pholo by U. S. Forr¡t S¡rvlc¡,



ìreighl, an imProved mental alti'
tude and a relurn lo lhe normal

høalthy buoyance th¡l:hould be

lhe heritage of all Youth were lhe

almo¡l universal resull' The boYs

developed an entirelY new afti-

tuda low¡rd olher PeoPle and to-

ward life a{ler a fow monthr in

€ä m P3.

"Many boYs entered lhe

camps with an inforiorilY comPlex,

but very soon theY became friend'
ly, sel{-con{ident and self-¡eliant'
Th" rugulot hours {o¡ work, for
¡ecroalion and for sleep Proved
highly beneficial in lheir case'

The roasonoble discipline lhat wa¡

required wes also of great value

and, although the Army has been

in administralive conlrol of the

càmpr, thero ha: been no mililarì¡m
ment.
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"A¡ wa¡ nalurally lo bc erpectcd a great many-of thcle young

"nroll""., "o.ing 
from {¿milie¡ on public relief' were under-

"""ri.f,"i 
and uíderdeveloped' Within ¡ few wqels thore was a

".ä"""Uì" 
change in their condition' An immediate gain ín

lo all who have participated in it' Tha value of leatning how to

o"*ott con3lruciivc work i¡ al¡o an importanl fea-ture'

'-":;il"-î;;:-i;";'J luicliv tho value of reeular, earnine and

th"y ;i; " prop", p.ide in knoting thoy 
-are 

contributing to lhe

:ujport of their familY' Tha fam-

ìly, in turn, is haPPY in knowing

tú¿t thair boy ir living a heellh'
ful- useful life, learning reguhr

h¿bils and becoming beHer Pre-

pared to lake his Place in indur'

lry *hun the oPPorlunitY offerr'

"A greal manY of lhe Young

msn h¡ve become Prof icient in

work which o{fers a mean¡ of

earning their fulure livelihood'
Olhe¡s h¿ve received ¡ sla¡l in

lifo that will undoubtedlY be of

greal bene{it lo them in lulure

years and which theY maY not

have ever received had lheY not

been fo¡lun¿le onough to sPond

some monlh: in the camPs.

"The enrollees have had an

"Not the least value lo the boy h¿¡ been his opportunìly to

learn how to live with a large group of other boyl where a com'

munity of intere¡l¡ was essenlial lo the happines¡ of all' lt i¡ be-

lieved thal lhis pha:e of lhe camp lì{e will be of lasting bene{it

opportunilY lo leorn fir¡t h¡nd

the necersity o{ From now on

lhe¡c will be d: rìcan¡ who vill

be able lo u fo Prevantion' for

flood conlrol, o{ attack and lill

our n¡lional of 9: that go to

make up our nalional con¡ervation Progràm'- -"if" 
boys who have enrolled in fhe camps have laarned habit¡

connecled with lhe move-

-Photo 
bv U. 5' For¡¡l S¡rvlcr.
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DR. HUGH H. BENNETT

Chief of the Bure¡u of Soil Conserválion.

th¿t will be beneficial lo lhem lhrough the remainder of lheir
lives. Thousands of boys h¿ve learned fo¡ lho first fime lhe value
of regular habit¡, of personal cleanliness "¡d lhe pleasure lhal
comes wilh righl living. The¡e are intangible values and cannol
be estimaled in dolla¡¡ and cents, but all who have even ô ¡l¡ght
lnowledge of whal life in the càmp3 hôs meant ere convinced of lhe
v¡lue. At the ond of thc fír¡t ¡ix monlh¡ in lhe camp lhe young
man is alerf, :elf-confidenl, hopeful, happy, wifh a confident swing
in his body, ready and willing to face lhe world with renewed
courrrgo and energy, to loke hi¡ place in ou¡ indu¡trial or busines¡
lìfe *hen thc opportunity offers.

"A fremendou¡ number of letler¡ h¡ve been received both in

my office and by lhe cooperaling federal departments from fami-
li¡ of the enrolleer, ä¡ woll ð¡ f¡om welfare organirations, in which

slrong approval ha¡ been given lo lhi¡ entire progràm and {or
which the beneficiarie¡ have expressed their gralilude to fhe Pre¡i-

dent for initialing it. No one could posribly read thi¡ collection of
human interest lelte¡¡ wilhout being dceply impressed with thc
great benefit: lhal hcvc cccrued to practically all of the boyr
who have fairly maf fheir obligafions affer being authorired lo
enroll."
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CO/v\PANY
927

CAMP BELKNAP

F-23

McKENZIE BRIDGE,

OREGON

CAPT. ELMER H, STAMBAUGH
lnfanfry Reserve

Commande¡

r-.AMP BELKNAP, lhe home of fhe company for lhe pasl lhree
f years and five months, is located on lhe McKenzie highwayv ¿boul midway on lhe roule between tho Willamefte valley
and easlern Oregon. Built near the banks of lhe beautiful Mcken-
zie river in the Willamelle Nalion¿l Forest, lhe camp is hidden in
ò 9¡ove of pine and {ir, and the surrounding lerrilory is as rugged
and wild as is found in lhs sl¿fe. High mountain peaks rear their
heads up into lhe clouds, ¿nd so close to camp is their base lh¡t
they challenge lhe men of Company 927 lo scale lheir peals for

IST LT. GLENN P. NELL
FA-Res.

Second in Command

marvelous vìews. Fishing in McKenzie river is excellenl sport end in
dee¡ season lhe section is a hunlers' paradise. Hundreds o{ par-
ties of tourisls and visilors froquenl lhe section all summer.

The company was organized al Vancouver Barracls, May 5, 1933'
On'May ll an advanced delachment under Capt. K. S. Whitte-
more, Tlh lnf., left lo erecl a lemporary lenl camp af Canton
C¡eeI. The permaneni cðmp wòs soon conslructed near by af a

place called Steamboat, The present {oreman of lhe lelephone
crew, Mr. Frank Whitlaler, ioined lhe company ¿l this time. On

.:- ò
BARRACKS AT CAMP BELKNAP
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G. S. BAWDEN
Contract Surgeon

JOHN T. CROCKÊTT
Educalional Adviser

Seplember 2l lhe same year lwenly-five men wenl. to Reedsporl

io'fonrtrr"t a winler camp there, und by O"tober l9 lhe trans{er

{rom Steamboat to Reedsport was complete'

ishments of lhe organizalion to d¿le
vacationists, on the shore ol Cle¿r

t Fish Lake is putting the finishing
which has been Provided with everY

oor life enioyable' A communilY

kitchen, with large slone fireplace, many olher slone fireplaces

""riå"t'p"i"rt 
loí ,.ullu, groups of cðmPeis, many ruslic bencl

,fon" fo'untoin, from which the puresl, crysial clear mounlain wal

ii.*r "Jit"Jit" 
rustic si9ns, "ury 

no""l rubbish containers ¿nd olh

;;;;;^i;^;"t, in a setting of natural loveliness not lo be for

J'""-i"-r"."i" pt"."t. iamp Paradise is loc-ated bur.1 mill.¡
of CCC Cump Belknup' ¿nd is in the course of conslruction w
il^itrr"J ii *ir[ ¡" lhe 

'equal, il now seems, of Clear Lake Forest Ca

The third carnp ground built by the company ìs,Camp McKe

ut V"K"nr¡" BrijgJ, thr". miles below Came BelknaP-#t ìs

"o-pluled, 
ert"ns',-"e in si¿c and a m-odel vacalionists ,.

Li.íi.'"i¡l' ";;;;;.;J is but {iftv-three miles easl ol Euee

öl;;;". S"¡"e ri"-¡"st known' it is the, mosl noeuJal.¡{ 9ll
l-å'rir"t. 

""ilies 
{rom all over lhe NorfhwesT and C¿lilornia {

qi"'irl"g-ii.' Èi". -.ubin, have .been .built,,which i': ïil"ll^" -*-il"i'"f,"ig; "t .it, lã, ""ur-nlgttt 
use'- Al. lhe,lo*er end ol lhe c¿

;;;r;J ih" ì",'di"id.s to ío,- Triansle .lsland', lt ]t 1",":!"1
:;;;i;" "- 

ruslic bridge and is a romanlic spol' A svlvan p-

ii;;;;Ë "ì,oin 
t¡.b", ánd trailine moss' wirh lhe sound ol the ri

;ii 
-"1å;9 

i+] leads fo lIe bridge' The camp is a great asset

the Willimettc Nalional Forest'

The Dee Wright Observatory, named afler 
. 
a pioneer ol

nu+ionul foiust, it-b"ing erected by tho men. of the.com.pany. 1t
;r-;;;t ol it'" c"t""¿e mountulns on the McKenzie highw

Ñ;;;;; i;"" ú"aì-pr."ia" lhe m¿terial {or lho struclure' wh
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Lee Founfain
Foreman

F'ed Eloomer
l-oremå n

Olivius Sorensen
Ex. Ed. Adv.-CarP.

Donald Wright
Fo¡ema n- M ech.

8ob Dunning
Foreman

Marl Blale
Eleclric ia n

R. W. Orr
Foreman

lvan Newlon
Ca rpentor

Henry Carlson
Forema n

ff.t -*,

Fr¿nl Whitaker Felix Sparls
Telephone Fmn. Tech. Foreman

J. R. MITCHEL
Proiecl Superinlendenl

George Lauener
Carpenter

givcs comfort and sheller lo the traveler while he views lhe scen-
ory lhrough aperlures cut in lhe walls. By means of a peak finder
hc can identify lhe many peals of the C¿scade range. The proiect
i: fo be complelcd lhis year.

The development o{ White Branch Winte¡ Sporls area, which
included lhe clearing of seve¡al fine sli runs, and a lavern lor lhe
convcnience o{ winte¡ sports enthusiasts during the day, was also
buìlt by lhe men of lhe company, near Losf Creel Ranch on lhe
McKcnzie highway and sixty-five miles from Eugene.

ln the worl of fire suppression CCC Company 927 has mado
a real name for itself. They first answered the call on lhe de-
tlructive Simm's {ire in September, 1935, and foughl on lhe rocly
hillsides until the la3t. During fhe weeks of lhe coasl fi¡es of 193ó
¡t Coquille, Bandon and elsewhere, firefirghlers from lhe compåny
wcre on the line wilh men from olher Oregon camps.

Unde¡ the direction of John T, C¡ockefl, a veleran educalional
odviser, a sta{f ol eighleen feachers consisl¡ng o{ ten {oreslers,
lwo o{ficers, a doctor, an assistanl educational adviser and four

membe¡s are teaching cl¿sses in camp. These classes help lhe men
fo do better work and lo gel a iob when their lerms in the CCC
ôre over. There are classes in timber falling, road building, camp
ground construction, caterpillar operation, carpenlry, forestry,
acelylene welding, aulo mechanics, cooking, baking, surveying and
CCC adminislration. Regular school subiecls such as ¿rilhmelic,
spelling, writing and cilizenship are laught. The members may
oblain grammar school or high school credif for ìhese classes.
Such hobbieN knilemaking, le¿lherwork, phofography and wood-
worling are tLughl. All fhese cl¿sses are eagerly atlended by
{he men.

ln addition lo the slafl lìsled ¿bove two WPA teachers are
employed to leach shopwork and grade school subiects. Two school
buildings house a seven hundred volume library, forty regular mag-
azines, {our loc¿l and mefropolilan newspòpers, a typing room,
woodworking shop, dark room, adviser's office and six classrooms
for lhe use of the members.

Fo¡lunate are the Oregon boys who live and work in and aboul
Camp Belknap, for here is as fine scen€ry, pure water, heôlthful
conditions and pleasant associ¿tions as one could desire. When
they have reached full manhood they will then more fully eppre-
ciale what their life in CCC Company 927 has done for fhein.
They will more {ully appreciale the friendships lhey have made and
how rapidly they developed into full manhood under the guidance
of their able leaders.

f
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Sidney Pinney Fred Crisman
Asst. Leader Assf. Ed. Adv.

Jim Arnlzen Roberl McCumsey Arno Jact<sch
Ldr.-Tlrm. Clk. Ldr.-For. Cf k. Ldr.- lst CooL

Leland Keno'
Ldr.- lsl Cook

Frank Swanser
Property Clerl

George Yarbrough
Blaclsm ith

Franl H¿nsen
TrucI Driver

Marvel Connell Hobart Woody
Leader Asst. Ld.-Co. Clk.

Henry Bleuler
Assl. Ldr.-Baker

Roberl Lewis
Su rv eye r

Rollen C. Tomlinson
Radio Operalor

Charles Adams
Bugler

Doyle Orr
Trucl Driver

Harley Pialt
Night Walchman

Floyd Tuttle
Truck Driver

Cecil Henderson
Truck Driver

Alva Konlle
K, P.

Chesler G. lnman
Ldr.-Drgline Op.

Charles Werings
Assl. Ldr.-Cook

Edward May
Assl. Ldr.-Cool

George Ecklund W
Asst. Leader Assl.

illiam Shaw
Ld.-For. Clt

Donald Setlerberg
Truck Driver

Eoyd Cook
First Aid Man

Carol Lewis
C¡usher Man

Johnny Pierron Harold Gartin
Tel. Operator Truck Driver

Edgar Clemens

I

Law¡ence Baler
Ldr.-5up. S9t.

Caf. Dvr.-Assi. Ldr.
He¡bert Marlell
Assl. Ld¡.-Cook

F¡ank Ellis
fruck Driver

Gay Corler
Tolephone Man

Ch¿rles Pohel
Truck Driver

Roy WeeksPalricl Forquer William Sandell
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Herbert W¿rd Cecil Collingwood Keith McKebb

Claude A. S

Donn Sweany

Roscoe Holch

Mihon A. Le¿ch Le¡lìe R. FleminE Don¿ld Tucle¡ Milton C. Sutlon Albert W. Mocl

Johnie TurpinEd, B. Stanlon Jr.
Offícer's O¡d,

Alva Harringlon Willi¿m HoffKennelh Wamsley Byron Swensen George Ellioll

Nelson Hurd John Heibert Russell Milnes

Ne¿l Barfon Ralph Pugh James P. Kenney Vernon C. Elai¡Robert Lulen¡

A¡nold C. Flocl

Glen Jacob¡on

Jar D. Woodruff Harley Arranls Jack Ewing

Jerry Powell lngvard Schovbo

Victor Jewell
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xI. MAPS

A: Location of McKenzie Ranger Station
B: lt|cKenzie Ranger Station: Existing Land Use
C: lkKenzie Ranger Station: Site Developnrent plan
D: lt|cKenzie Ranger Statfon: Major Totpographic Features
E: McKenzie Ranger Station: Historic Artifact Locations
F: Site Plan Belknap Camp circa 1939
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MAP A: Location of l9cKenzie
Ranger Station

T16Sm R6E, Section 17, SW% of NWä

McKenzie Bridge Qaudrangle
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