Oregon Heritage Commission
February 2, 2015
End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center
1726 Washington St., Oregon City

Final Minutes

Commissioners: Carole Astley, Chrissy Curran, MariLou Diamond, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael, Jerry Ostermiller, Layne Sawyer, Jon Tullis, Kerry Tymchuk

Commissioners on phone:  Todd Kepple, Sarah LeCompte. 

Staff:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill, Mike Gushard.

Public: Brian Rogers, Jerry Herrman, Dan Fowler, Gail Yazzolino, Denyse McGriff, Danielle Cowan, Peter Huhtala, Alice Norris, Peggy Sigler, Stephanie Vardavas, Lucy Baker, Norm King, Jonathan Stone, Jodi Carson, and others.


Lewis called the meeting to order at 12:42 p.m.

Agenda:  Jensen moved the draft agenda be approved. Diamond second. Approved without dissent.

Minutes of Dec. 16:  Jensen said she wanted her name added to the list of attendees as she was on the phone call. Jensen moved to approve the minutes with that addition. Martin second. Approved without dissent.

Public Comments:  Fowler, the chair of the Clackamas Heritage Partners, welcomed the commission. The partners operate the center with support from Clackamas County. Yazzolino is the facility manager.

Herrmann talked about the youth tourism group he is developing, and sang one of the heritage songs the youth use as a warm up.

Oregon Commission for Women: Vardavas and Buchanan noted that March is Women’s History Month, and this year will be the 30th year of the Oregon Women of Achievement. They are looking at ways to bring more attention to the historic achievements of women and are intersted in ways to collaborate with the Heritage Commission. Perhaps the two commissions could collaborate on a project in 2016, they said. Heritage commissioners said they were interested in the possiblities.

Oregon Cultural Trust:  Rogers, the Trust’s new director, said the amount of donations and the number of donors was up last year over the previous year.  He said Senate Bill 441 will change the formula for distributing Trust funds.



Economic Development/Tourism:

Willamette Falls State Heritage Area:  
Lewis gave the gavel to Tullis to chair this section of the meeting. Lewis said that while he has no financial interest in the project, he has served on its board of directors and wanted to avoid the appearance of a conflict. Lewis sat in the audience during the discussion and vote on this item.

Gill talked about the proposal and its review by commission staff and a subcommittee. The application shows that many of the requirements and crieteria have been satisfied, but fall short in several areas. The committee recommended approval with conditions:
1.  Clarifying the theme and subthemes of the compelling story.
2.  Checking the geographic coherence for the proposed area and the accuracy of the list of historic places associated with it.
3.  Identifying the number of building rehab projects that have been included in eac jurisdiction.

Martin thanked the proponent group for its work and following up on the initiation of the application process of two years ago.

Norris said she felt the room gave the sense that a wagon train was being provisioned for a journey to Oregon City. Joining that journey were about a dozen board members who supported the application. She said the application was about the falls. Because of the falls, this is where travel travel ended. Because of the falls, this is where industry took form. This designation will give the group to begin planning how it will carry out its work.

McGriff and Sigler of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Cowan of the Clackamas County Tourism Department, King of West Linn, Stone of Oregon City Main Street, and Carson of West Linn spoke in favor of the application.

Tullis said the Falls has a complex story. Astley noted that the interpretive center, which adds to the richness of the heritage area, hosts one of Travel Oregon’s nine welcome centers. Kepple said seeing the falls for the first time enabled him to understand how the boundary was drawn.

Norris said area organizers wanted to include all of the historic areas in the heritage area, and that in doing outreach in West Linn and Oregon City, they realized that Lake Oswego and its iron processing efforts ought to be part of the area.

Michael was grateful for the area’s underlying goal of drawing younger people to its historic nature. Jensen commended organizers for taking on a complex story and that the commission sees the promise of the area. Ostermiller said the organizers’ passion for the area is clear.

Gill said the role of commission staff with the heritage area during the next couple of years is to provide technical assistance and support their planning process.

Michael made a motion to approve the proposal for a Willamette Falls Heritage Area subject to the conditions identified in the staff report. Diamond second.  Approved with Lewis abstaining.

Break

Legislative Update: Tymchuk said that he needed to leave the meeting, but before he did he wanted to report on the task force considering whether to remove Oregon’s two statues from the National Capitol’s Statuary Hall. The task force, which was appointed by Governor Kitzhaber, is recommending that the statues of John McLaughlin and Jason Lee be brought back home. The task force is also recommending that the Legislature designate the Oregon Heritage Commission to decide the process of where to place those statues when they return to Oregon.

Oregon Heritage Tradition: Jansson said the sub-committee of Tullis, LeCompte, Michael and Astley had reviewed the application by Redmond’s Nationally Famous Buckaroo Breakfast. While the event has been established for a long enough period of time and there are people who traditionally attend it, the committee determined that it does not appeal to a broad spectrum of the public, has limited accomplishments, and does little to add to the livability and identity of the state. Michael also noted that it appeared in someone’s recent obituary so it had some importance to people. Astley said it did not appear on the Redmond calendar of events. Ostermiller said it appears to be a tremendous tradition, but has not met requirements of the designation. Tullis moved that the commission not accept the application and that staff communicate the deficiencies to the applicants. Jensen second.  Approved without dissenting vote.

Legislative Update: Jansson briefly reviewed some of the bills filed in the Legislature related to heritage or the Oregon Heritage Commission. The legislative session is just beginning.

Grants Update: Gill presented a slide show about the museum and historic cemetery grants that have been carried out during the past year.

Appointment of Nominating Committee: Lewis noted that the two-year terms of officers would end in June. He appointed Tullis, LeCompte and Kepple to be on a committee that will submit nominations for chair and vice chair.

Reports by Commissioners: 

Ostermiller talked about his upcoming underwater archaeology work, including some off the Oregon coast.

Michael talked about developments at the SAGE Center in Boardman.

Sawyer talked about some of her experience of working with the Who Do You Think You Are? television series.

Lewis said he is working hard to develop his business.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment: Lewis adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.
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