Oregon Heritage Commission
April 23, 2015
Coos History Museum and Maritime Center
1210 N. Bayshore Drive
Coos Bay, Oregon

Final Minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioners: Carole Astley, MariLou Diamond, Kimberly Jensen, Sarah LeCompte, David Lewis, Jerry Ostermiller, Layne Sawyer, Kerry Tymchuk.

Staff:  Kyle Jansson, Kuri Gill.

Public: Danielle Cowan, Peter Huhtala, Alice Norris, Rosemary Johnson, Lynn Diehl, MJ Koreiva and others.


Lewis called the meeting to order at 2 p.m.

Minutes of Feb. 2:  This item was tabled due to an incomplete draft.

Public Comments:  There were none.

Collections

Digitization Summit: Jansson reported on the Northwest Digitization Summit that took place last month. Hosted by the Oregon and Washington state libraries, it involved more than 50 professionals and volunteers from the two states. Lewis and Sawyer both attended. Issues included rapidly changing technologies and their transfer and differing goals of different organizations. Digitization affects all forms of heritage and is not a replacement for preservation. Commissioners talked about how the Commission could provide leadership and support to digitization coordination.

Connecting to Collections: The federal grant supporting this project concludes Sept. 30. Staff are working at making sure the Heritage MentorCorps continues in some fashion after the grant conclusion. About 35 organizations have been helped. Staff have found little interest in organizations wanting to create disaster plans. Part of the challenge is finding the right message that prompts these organizations to act.

Legislative Update

Jansson told commissioners about the current status of bills related to the Cultural Trust’s distribution formula, the restoration tax credit. Tymchuk talked about SB 942 related to statuary in the US Capitol and said legislators are trying to determine how to pay for the new statues and transport the previous ones home. The Heritage Commission will decide where the previous ones will reside in Oregon.

Education

Conference Update: About 200 people have registered for the conference, compared with 85 who attended the 2006 conference at the same location. Staff working at possibility of 2016 conference in Salem, with central Oregon as the backup.

Economic Development/Tourism

Willamette Falls State Heritage Area:  Lewis recused himself from this topic because he has served on the proponent’s board. Because the vice chair was absent, he gave the gavel to Diamond. She congratulated the proponents for their project and their work. Norris said the group appreciated the coaching of Gill and Jansson to reach the high bar. Ostermiller moved to approve the application and designate the Willamette Falls Heritage area. Jensen second. Approved unanimously with Lewis abstaining.

Oregon Heritage Tradition: LeCompte talked about the subcommittee’s review of the request for designation by the Portland Greek Festival. The event has been in existence for more than 50 years, offers free admission, promotes Greek heritage, and distributes some of its proceeds to community groups. The subcommittee recommended approval. Jensen moved to approve designating the Portland Greek Festival as an Oregon Heritage Tradition. LeCompte second. Approved unanimously.

Cultural Trust Funds Distribution Committee: Lewis asked if any commissioners wanted to serve on the subcommittee that will review the staff recommendation for use of Cultural Trust funds expected to be available this summer.  Astley, Sawyer and Kepple volunteered to be on the subcommittee.

Nominating Committee Recommendation: Kepple reported on the work of the committee that also included Tullis and LeCompte. It recommended election of Eric Martin as Commission chair and LeCompte as vice chair for two-year terms beginning July 1. Diamond made a motion to elect Martin and LeCompte to those positions. Ostermiller second. Approved unanimously.

Reports of Commissioners:

Kepple said the Klamath County museums are working with the Oregon Historical Society on exhibits marking the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. Sites in the area included a naval base, an internment camp, and a prisoner-of-war camp.

Ostermiller said a National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration ship will be off the Oregon coast in 2016 will have the ability to perform cultural reseach.

Jensen said that the presentation by the Oregon Commission on Women has led to new web connections. Oregon Women’s Consortium that came out of suffrage centennial is looking to create scholarships. She also said that because the Oregon University System has changed dramatically, the Commission’s membership statute needs to be looked at to accommodate the change.

LeCompte said a conservation asssessment was recently completed at the interpretive center. She said it was particularly enlightening about hazardous materials.

Astley talked about the recent Governor’s Tourism Conference. The winner of the Heritage Tourism Award was the historic Sumpter Railway and its excellence award winner was Alice Trindle, who formerly was vice chair of the Heritage Commission.

Sawyer said the Archives staff member who won a Heritage Excellence Award two years ago recently had an article on the project published in an international journal.

Tymchuk highlighted current at future activities at OHS, including National History Day, the Teddy Roosevelt tour, the Heisman Trophy, World War II, and the Oregon Geographic Names Board.

Heritage All-Star Communities: Ostermiller recused himself from this topic. Gill presented an application from the City of Astoria. She said Astoria met 16 of the 20 criteria while only 15 are needed to receive the designation. She reviewed how each of the criteria were met by Astoria. Diamond moved that Astoria be designated an Oregon Heritage All-Star Community. Jensen seconded. Approved unanimously with Ostermiller abstaining.

Commissioner Concern: Jensen said she recently had been researching city council records and found some online. Since these are useful public records, she said that perhaps there could be a presentation in the future about electronic city records and how the Commission could support the effort. Sawyer said there is a guide to Oregon Electronic Records. Kepple said in a similar vein that finding public school records, especially for districts that have terminated or consolidated, is challenging.

Adjournment: Lewis adjourned the meeting at 4:17 p.m.
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