Oregon Heritage Commission

May 9, 2013
Oregon Historical Society, Madison Room

1200 SW Park

Portland, Oregon
APPROVED MINUTES
Members present:  MariLou Diamond, Kimberly Jensen, David Lewis, Eric Martin, Carol Michael, Jan Mitchell, Andrea Morgan, Roger Roper, Layne Sawyer, Jon Tullis, Kerry Tymchuk, Irene Zenev.
Staff Present:  Kyle Jansson.

Public Present:  Bill Failing.
Mitchell called the meeting to order at 11:06 a.m. Commissioners introduced themselves.
Diamond moved the preliminary agenda be approved, Michael second. Approved unanimously.

Minutes: Michael moved the draft minutes of Jan. 28 be approved. Martin second. Approved unanimously.

Public Comments: None.

Commissioner Comments and Reports:

Tymchuk welcomed commissioners to OHS, and talked about the Teddy Roosevelt tour, the 14 state winners in the National History Day competition, and the merger of the Oregon Encyclopedia/Oregon History Project.

Tullis said he is chairing the Clackamas County heritage assets advisory committee and announced an upcoming Willamette Falls envisioning session.

Roper said a school had been moved back into Golden State Heritage Area, the Association for Gravestone Studies national conference in June in Salem, and Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission approval for entering the process to amend the Oregon Administrative Rule governing the commission's grantmaking and celebration declaring activity.

Michael said the SAGE Center is opening in Boardman and encouraged commissioners to visit on their travels to the Commission’s July meeting in Pendleton.

Mitchell reported on a stamp being issued in India in honor of the founding of an Indian political party that had its initial meeting in Astoria.

Sawyer said the Oregon Capitol Foundation has created an interpretive plan for the capitol, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year.
Jensen reported on an Oregon Encyclopedia board meeting and the opening of the Settling In exhibit at the Oregon Jewish Museum.
Lewis described his efforts with the Grand Ronde museum, Portland parks and other organizations.

Heritage All-Star Community Application: Jansson reviewed the staff report by Kuri Gill on the application of the City of Oregon City to be declared an Oregon All-Star Community. The report said Oregon City had met 17 of the criteria, two above the necessary 15 for designation. Martin made to motion to approve Oregon City as an Oregon Heritage All-Star Community. Second by Zenev. Approved unanimously. Commissioners and staff talked about the successful designation presentations to the city councils in Albany and Salem.
Heritage Tradition Application: Jansson talked about the application from the Astoria Regatta, which was established in 1894. The application had been reviewed by a subcommittee of Michael and advisor Carole Astley. Both said they believed the Regatta met the criteria for designation. Michael made a motion to designate the Astoria Regatta as an Oregon Heritage Tradition. Tullis second. Approved unanimously. 
Michael suggested that the January 1 deadline in the Commission’s process be changed so that applicants could submit at any time. After discussion, Diamond moved that the Commission change its application so that it can be submitted at any time. Martin second. Approved unanimously.
Failing gave a brief welcome on behalf of OHS to the Commission, and then joined commissioners as they ate lunch.

Commissioner Recognition:  Mitchell presented a resolution of appreciation for E. John Rumpakis and his years of service on the Commission.  Diamond moved the resolution be approved. Lewis second. Approved unanimously.
Tullis presented a resolution of appreciation for Jan Mitchell for her eight years on the Commission, including two years as chair. All commissioners present moved the resolution be approved, and all seconded. Approved unanimously.

Senate Bill 739: Morgan reviewed the bill and hearings on it during this session. The bill would direct the Oregon Department of Education to develop academic content standards for Oregon Studies and prepare materials to support teacher training and classroom instruction in the topic. Normally, districts develop the curriculum . Lewis said the Grand Ronde tribe has been pulling together materials it has that would be useful for the Oregon Studies topic.
Connecting to Collections Project: Jansson said that since the Commission’s last meeting, the Oregon Historical Society has been contracted to coordinate workshops and training; that Randy Silverman and Joe Partridge are presenting trainings on collections care and emergency preparedness in seven cities; that plans are being made for the July mentor training; and that he’s been invited to a cultural and emergency management leaders forum in June.

Heritage Conference: About 200 registrants are expected, said Jansson. It was planned to be smaller than its potential because the C2C regional trainings are involving others. The Architectural Heritage Center and its neighbors are doing a great job of partnering with Commission staff. The dates for the 2014 conference will be April 23-25 in Albany.
Collections Preservation Cabinet: The Cabinet met for the first time on May 1, said Jansson.  It is to meet twice a year and make recommendations to the Commission about collections preservation issues. Also, it is to be an advisory committee to the C2C project.

Travel Oregon Conversations: A planned recent meeting with Travel Oregon leadership was postponed. It will be rescheduled. Jansson noted that the draft Travel Oregon Strategic Plan makes a few references to partners and stories. He said commissioners as individuals could comment on the plan.
Heritage Impacts Statement: Jansson reviewed a Heritage Impacts Statement that highlights statistics related to heritage in communities, heritage and the economy, heritage tourism, and heritage funding. He asked commissioners to distribute it and to make recommendations for it.

Cultural Trust Tax Credit:  Jansson reported that Senate Bill 319 to continue the Cultural Trust tax credit has had hearings. Proponents of the bill are positive yet cautious about its passage.

Nominating Committee Report:  Mitchell said she had formed the committee of Jensen, Tullis and herself. The committee had met, asked for recommendations from other commissioners, and reviewed current needs of the Commission.  One conclusion was that a term as chair or vice chair should be limited to two years. On behalf of the committee, Mitchell nominated Lewis as chair and Tullis as vice chair, with each to serve a two-year term. Jensen second. Approved unanimously.

Adjournment: Diamond moved the commission adjourn. Martin second. Approved unanimously at 1:57 p.m..
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