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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

The City of Fairview Historic Overview is a study of events and themes as they relate to the
history of Fairview. It follows ttre chronologcal periods set forth in the Handbook ø
Hßtoric Presentation Planning in Oregon. as prepared by the staff of the State Hisûoric
Preservation Office (SHPO). The Overview is an evolving document and should be
u$ated from time ûo time.

Temporal Boundaries: 1792- 19ll

This Overview covers the period from I7Í2 tol941. The initial EuroAmerican exploration
of the Columbia River Valley occured in L792, by Lt William R Broughton, commander
of the H.M.S. Clwtlam. Part of George Var¡cover's British exploration that followed up
on American Robert Gray's discovery of the Columbia River, Broughton explored upriver
to the west end of the Columbia Gorge. The year 1941 ma¡ks the end of the nMoûor Age"
perid and the enÇ of the United States inüo World rWar II. This also matches the SGyear
òriteria set forth bythe Nationat hrk Service foi inclusion in the National Register of -

Historic Places.

Spatial Boundaries:

The study area for this Overview corresponds to ttre current Planning Area of the City of
Fairview. Fairview was incorporated in 19G and has grown inærmitæntly since. The
Planning Area was established in 1979 and contains a few parcels of unincorporated
Multnomah County[see Figure 2]. All of the planning a¡ea will be intensively surveyed
and inventoried for this project.

Tooosraohu

-

Fairview is located in northern Multnomah County along its norttrern boundary with the
Columbia River. The Columbia is the p,rime influence on Fairview's topography and
geology. The dominant soil in Fairview is recentalluvium from the flood plain of the
Columbia, which in the historical perid, rose nearly up to Sandy Red during the flood of
1891. Baldwin, in Geology of Oregon. writes, "Meander scars and sloughs, many as
oxbow lakes, are present along the river. The recent alluvium makes excellent farm
land...'[Baldwin lfb4:52]. Blue [-ake and the Columbia Slough are excellent examples of
these features in the Fairview area The Fairview ûownsiæ is situated ûo the south, just
above the Columbia flood plain.

Vegetation:

The Fairview Planning Area occupies the tl{illametæ Forest-PraineZnne. A mixture of
forest, woodland, prairie, and riparian decidious forest occupied the alluvial bottomlands of
the Fairview at the time of the first Euro-American settlementfi..oy 1976:14). Early
farmers in the area had to cope with clearing the dense brush and trees from the
bottoml ands before pl antin g crops [Anonymous I 893].
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HISTOzuC PERIODS

I 792- I 8I I : Exploration

On May Il,l7y2, American Capøin Robert Gray became the first Euro-American to cross
the Columbia River bar. Naming the river after his ship, the Colwnbia Redíviva, Grzy
was the first of several important Americans whose presence in the Pacific Northwest
helped the United Staæs claim the region. Gray was not, however, the first to sail in
Northwest waters. Spanish Captain Bruno eceta sailed to the mouth of the Columbia in
lTl5, but did not cross the bar. Some spoculate, based on later explorers reports of
European traits such as blue eyes in the native population of coastal Oregon and the lower
Columbia, that some Spaniard sailors either left ship or were left by Heceta. No
documentation substantiaûes these reports and Gray is generally given credit as the first
Euro.American to land in the region. Other early explorers were part of the growing
interest in the Pacific Northwest. C-aptain James Cook of Great Britain, in his voyage of
IT|6læ, explored the Facific Northwest Coast, although he missed the Columbia River
entirely. Publicity of voyages such as Cook's led to future exploitation of the Pacific
Northwest Coast, especially by EuroAmerican fur traders.

Gray discovered the Columbia on his second voyage to the Northwest Coast Between
|T8íI-179O, Gray sailed the coast to obtain furs for trade with China The l7T2 voyage
resulted in a 9 day survey of the Columbia for25 miles above its mouth. V/hile Gray's
exploration ended far downriver from Fairview, a copy of a map of his discoveries was
obtained by Capøin George Van@ver, commander of the H.M.S. Discovery, H.N{"S.
Daedalus, and H.M.S. Chptham. Arriving off the Columbia ba¡ on October L9,l'192,
Vancover decided to send the smaller Chatham over the ba¡ with Lieutenant William
Broughton in command.

Broughton journeyed far upriveç becoming the first EuroAmerican ûo enter the
Mulüromatr County a¡ea He named Mount Hood [McArthur 1982:510], and set eyes on

, 120 miles from the river's
the name of King George
and adjacent to l-ewis and

Clark State Fhrk, is named for this first Europeon explorer.

The next penetration by explorers upon ttre l-ower Columbia region was the 1804-1806
American expedition of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and their Corps of Disævery.
Aniving the Fairview area on November 3, 1805, after a harrowing downriver navigation
of the Cascades in the Columbia Crorge by canoe, Læwis and Cla¡k briefly explored the
Sandy River upstream to just above Broughton Bluff, naming it "Quicksarid
River" [Moul tan L98ß:721.

Clark wrote of the Sandy on November,3, 1805,

This river throws out emence quanty of Sand and is verry Shallow, the
narrowest part 200 yards wide bold Current, much resembling the river
Plat, Several Islands about 1 mile up and has a Sand bar of 3 miles in extent
imedeately in its mouth, discharging it waters by 2 mouths, and Crowding
its Corse Sands So as to throw the Columbian Waters on its Northern
banks.
...below quick Sand River, the Countrey is low rich and thickly timbered
on each Side of the river, the lslands open & Some ponds .river wide and
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emence numbrs of fowls flyrng in every direction Such as Slvan, geese,
Brants, Cranes, white guls, comerants &c[Moulûon 1990: I l-13].

/
/t

ø
?/

t
7t

ú
t/.')'t

il::$,,4 ¡t/)t
Frgure 4

[.ower Columbia and Willamette Rivers and Indian Tribes, 18O6

lThwaites 1959 4:?391
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Other more substantial explorations and discoveries in the area would occur on their return
trip the following spring. læwis and Clark discovered the Willamette River, which they
had missed on their journey downstream as it was hidden by Sauvies Island. Clark
explored it upstream to a point near present day Swan Island in the city of Portland.

Native villages abounded on each side of the Lower Columbia, as salmon and other
resor¡rces were plentiful. The Chinooh who ranged from the west end of the Columbia
Gorge ûo the sea, lived year-round in these villages.

On April 2, 1806, Clark wrote,

I proceeded on down at 8 miles passed a village on the South side at this
place my Pilot informed me he resided and that the name of the tribe is Ne-
cha-colee, this village is back on the South of Dimond island, and as we
passed on the North side of the island both decending and assending did not
see or know of this villageflhwaites 1959 4:2361.

Thevillage present day Blue I-ake County Fark, just
outside the Clark notod this village and its "seventoen
houses" on :741. Dimond Island, as named by Clark, is
pa¡t of Government Island Clark was correct about the Sandy River, as its mouth does
drive the main channel of the Columbia to the north shore. Undoubtedly, the explorers set
foot in or near the Fairview Planning Area

Clark also noted the effect of small pox "The Small
p9x hlp disroyed_q great number of the wintering at
Fort Clatso_pln !806tBeckham L9T|:l0/|. ghr the
Chinook of the l.ower Cc¡lumbiadiseases as tù/hile
Fairview a¡ea natives were probably spared this first wave of disease due to their upsteam
location, they would suffer during the next historical perid.

The publication of portions of in 1814 gave
new information ûo tlrose who temptate a trip west, as the geographic and
cartographic resources of theJournals were unmatched" The image of the Willamette and
Lower Columbia River Valleys as a land of limitless resor¡roes sptrred many to make the
trip west during the settlement period.

The finst gtrot¡p of Americans ûo follow læwis and Clark ûo the lower Columbia River were a
grouP led by Wilson Price Hunt, who worked forJohn Jacob Asûor's Pacific Fur
Company. In 1811, Hunt and about 20 men travelled overland from St. Louis ßo the mouth
of the Columbia River, where they were !o meet an Astq ship sailing from Boston. Seven
men were lost as the ship corssed the Columbia Bar, but the hcihc Fur Company was
established in Astoria The Hunt expedition marked the beginning of regular iisi-ts by
Americans to the lower Columbia River area
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1812-1846: Fur Trade and Missions to the Indians

west Coast and the Lewis and Clark

el
for their investors.

the Lower Columbia, constructing Fort

remacy on the Pacific Coa.st, PacihcFur sold

Fort Astoria to the Nor'Westers at a loss. Soon áfær the transaction, the British Royal

M;tb ;.rhip, @ seized the post and renamed it Fort George.

e

,IËtr'#,'ËHJfåä'.
renew the joint-occupancy arrarigement

While the Americans made claim to the Oreg

been locked in violent and destructive

chief facûor of the Columbia Department, to
more agriculturally suiøble land further

upstream.

In 1825, McLoughlin began construction of Fort Vancouv_er, th9 9o^P11y.:: n"*
administratiue cent iã;d"dtp.t near the confluence of the Columbia and V/illamette rivers.

TË;;O*tt füiiõn p-iè¿.Jcn better for farming, stock-raising, and lumbering,and

ñ;iã"d'¡ft" Co*p-l iltrharr advanrageous position fór communication with the interior,
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the rù/illametûe Valley, the coast, and hrget Sound. As well as developing the extractive
industries that aY

Company prov Ûory.by

the 1'670 rôyal , and

relatively peaceful relations with Native Americans.

n

lumber, caught and packed
Islands. While the most extensive

American oconomic effort in the Oregon oountry during that period, Wyeth's comPany
failed and he returned to Boston and ihe ice business in 1836 [Corning L956:275].

McLoughlin's efforts in developing the extractive eco_nomy qrd preservalion of law and

order i¡ãticate¿ to Americans thãt the Willamette and l.ower Columbia valleys were suitable

its declining native population ttelpd
returned from the East Coast by ship
an American seülement in the Willamette Val

Oregon, dismissed Lee in 1${{ [Schwantes
1fE9: 811.

of Commissioners for Foriegn Missions

cles
men

nished Indian population, and a salubrious
the Willamene Valley in overland wagon
l&42 group crossing on the Oregon Trail,

adapted the model used by emigrants on the Santa Fe Trail. William A. Bowen described
the Whiæ train:

In addition to oxen, horses, and pack mules, the train included cattle and
eighæen large wagons. These wère circled each evening in the traditional
manner and the llvestock were corralled within the perimeter. ...[f]he
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membership hired guides and established an organization ûo maintain order
and regulaæ daily tasks [Bowen 1978: l2l.

The emigrants left Missouri in the spring, crossed the Qryat y
Mounøins by way of South kss, followed the Snake River
headed west across the Northeast Oregon hills and the Blue
Columbia Plateau, emigrants followed the Columbia River to the Dalles, where they then

Oregon's population continued to grow and in July l&13, settlers galhered-at-Champoeg on
Freñch Pi¿iñe to establish a provisional government. Based on the laws of the state of
Iowa, the Pr,ovisional Government's First Organic [-aws also included land-grant language
similar to legislation proposed that year by
Mssouri. While the federal legislation fail

white male.

The overland trek was gruelling and upon a¡rival emigrants were often badly in need of
food and cash. The emigrants of lW2settled largely near the population centers of the
Methodist missions andOregon City, where employmentcould be found [Bowen, LllS:
121. Most of the grouP began to take up provisional land
claims in the p,rai ley, where they could planlwhg4 quickly,
without clearing and from the Hudson's Bay CompS4y
were vital in raising cash to purchase food, equipment, and seeds necessarytoestablish
themselves in their-new land. Development at the end of the 1812-184ó period was
centered near the Valley settlements, Orregon City at the tWillamette Falls, and the newly-
platted towns of Unnton (1&t3) and Portland (1844).

As the region's American population continued to grow, strains in Anglo-American relations
increased over the "ownership" of Oregon. Thr 

ed at

to settlers, and distressed Hudson's Bay
itics were soon dominated by the notion of
the United States streæhing from coast to
-four-forty-or-fight" became a slogan of
erican desire to establish the intemational

t

of Vancouver Island. The treaty was signed
uncertainty and encouraging more aggressive American development and settlement of
Oregon.
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1847-1865 : Settlement, Statehood and Steampower

Resolution of the Oregon Question in favor of the United States and anticipation of federal
land grants to settlersipuned a sharp rise in the number of emigrants for l&17. In excess
of 5,fu0 people made tire cross-oontinent journey in that year, more $an qygthirds of
them going tõ Oregon. Of that number, mæt senled the land south of the Columbia River
[Bowén tÐg: ß]. According to Bowen, l&[7 was the last "normal" ye9{ 9f migration
bocause, "DestruCtion of the Whitman Mission, and resulting Indian hostilities east of the
Cascades, combined with the discovery of gold in California to alter dramatically the
direction and scale of westwa¡d movementi[Bowen 1978:13'141.

With a growing population and the outbreak of the 1847 Cayuse rù/ar, Oregon needed
governmenøl õrþafuzation and federal services. Afær vacillaqigg for tw9 y-eary since the
internationat boundary settlement, Congress on August 14, 1848, passed lhe Oregg1t
Territorial Organic Acr The territory included was bounded on tþg no_rth by the-4fttt

the west by the Pacific Oc€an, and on the east
boundaries were all of present-day Oregon,

ons of Montana and Wyoming.

tem

Valley Indians to east of the
when Congress authorized a
In 1&51, Superintendent of Indian Affairs An
Clackamas, Cathlamet, and Clatsop Chinoolç
lBeckham 1990: l8U. None of these teaties was ratified, however. Whites ignored the
"utmost good faith" clause and oontinued ûo settle in Indian Country.

Since permanent settlement necessitated
meadows, shooting wild game for food,
found their range ænstriCted by each wave o and
and its resources, growing whi-æ population, and a proscription on the Native American
land managementþractioe of burtring to improve hunting and the gathering of seeds and
berries, further divestod Indians from full use of their aboriginal lands.

The Organic Act failed to deliver security for the Native Americans, but it ærtainly.
delivered services for the settle¡s. A flo¿d of federal invesünent brought mail service, a
teniûoriat library, military wagon roads, railræd surveys, navigation enhancement projects,
and military support, in the fcm of the Uni ed Stat€s Army and military forts to protect
settlers in Oregon and emigrants on the trai

as

land claims made under the provisional government, and grant€d 32O acres of land to
American citizens over the age of l8 whô had anived in Oregon prior to December 1, '

1850. Those arriving by December 1, 1853, were eligible to claim 16O acres each.

Although residency ón the land for four ¡, in which the claimant.was ûo make
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improvements, was initially requir{^t9-secure Patelt in fee simple, amendmggqÛo the law

Jtär 1&53 a[ówed for payhren'ts of $1.25 perácre instead lBeckham 1986: 161].

the

of
ement. River-bound emigrants also began

shed a ferry sYstem on theColumbia
ver above the Cascades. There theY

aboard the ferry to
y [Ruby and Brown

L't4:29,1l2l. By 1855, the Fairview-Trou with Donation I-a¡rd

Claims [General I-and Offìce 186'21.

land claim on the bottomland of the
ogtcal Forum of Portland 1959l:69;
fiom Canada in 1&17 and settled on land

and, 1957:301. In 1&l8, R,zntte apparently
7-yet old Ma¡ie Umpquois, and-ma¡ried
Cãtholic mission [Munnick and Warner
ed on the 125 improved acres of their 644
whea! six dairy cattle. Crosby, his wife
on 4O cleared acres, the remaining 600

owned some livestock including three
and one pig [U.S. Bureau of Census

kely that he raised wheat, Potatoes, or a
farñrers did during the Period.

and agricultural
the population of the
Fezrtæ were Canadians,

as were all of Dr. Cræby's family excluding himself, who was born in New York in 1794

[Bureau of Census 1850: 48].

American immigrants to the Fairview
Carr Dunbar, native of Pennsylvania and

west of Scott in 1853, and Stephen Roberts
Èui*ié* ptanning arâ in 1855 lGenealogical Forum of Portland 1959: Ll&, 127,U).

The larg
density.
individu
neighbors in the 1850s were the families of Ca

ÈuÏtott, V/illiam Miæhell, John Douglas, AlansonTaylor, and_P_age Stanley_to the east,

and H.G. Thornton, Milton Frazet,George B. Pullen, Robert tù/ilmot, and Jesse

Flemming to the west (Figure 5).
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1855:31.

The county road ran through Present da-y Fairview and Ragt

house for ihe Methodist Church located on Scott's ProPery
et since 1853 in the home of D

of what is now SandY and Fairview

855.
Dalles, Fort Steilacoom, and Vanouver

ts at the Cascades of the Columbia in

lookort 
near what is now the intersection

Relations with local Indians were not violent, however. Mæt of the Willametæ Valley and

the
of the last Multnomah Chinookans, who

tanner [Nesbit l9B1:
as bones were turned
number along the slo

a Plateau country uPriver.
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in

the economy and transPortation network. The

same year gold was discovered in the East, a consortiúm of Portland businessmen led by
jotrn ó- Áiñsworttr, Simeon G. Reed, and RobertThompson, fgrmed the Oregon Steam

OSÑ quicklY created a Powerful -
umbia-Riveri, wh6e shiPs brought

while others came from the South, New
of Census 186O:9Ç971.

(Percentages

U.S.-born 1ü/ 89% Foreisn-tnm 12 ll%o

Oregon
Missouri
Indiana
Kennrcþ
Ohio
Virginia
Pennsylva
Illinois
Wash. Terr.
N{aine
7 Others

31 265
15 t3%
13 IlVo
7 6Eo

7 67o
6 SVo

65%
54%
43%
43%
9 1Eo

England
Germany
France
Ireland
Canada

[U.S. Bureau of Census 1860]

33%
33%
22%
2 2Vo
L L%o

Table I
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Table 2
Fairview Occuoations. 1860

(Percentages Rounded)

34 797o
7 16%
2 57o

ofCensus,1860I

The bring the settlement era in Fairview to a close.
The ho were 2l years of age, who were citizens or
had stiznnto enter uP to 160 acres and take up

x months. Claimans were allowed uP to seven years to
3%39Ð. It was under the Homestead Act that the final
settlod, elir nating the public domain in Fairview.
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1866-1883: Railroads and Industrial Growth

Free land under the Oregon Donation I-a¡rd Act had seen that most land was claimed by-the
beginning of the 186ó1-883 historic perid. Small remaining lots were claimed under the
Homestead Act and the 1850 Swamþ I-ands Act An agricultural countryside had
developed,
completion
through the
Rocky Mountains.

rst

steamboat ûo be portaged around the
in months of the development of this

It on the West Coast, replaced the horses and
freighr The Oregon Steam Navigation
on the Columbia with its fleet of

lolumbia Gorge to the Columbia Plateau. The
availability of such transporøtion along the Columbia allowed Fairview area residents the
opportunity to send crops and reæeive supplies easily from Astoria to The Dalles.

Few of the local Fairview-area residents were occupied in large scale farming, and many
cleared only a
spring wheat,
Fairview a¡ea
horses, I cow, and t hog. He also produced
land[U. S. Census 18í/0b]. Jacob ãmmerman in 18í/0 had 35 of his 320 acres cleared,

produced 80 bushels
y larger scale.
900.00 in wages to
sheep and 20 hogs.

. It is clear that with all of this property,
Snover was able to sell as much of it as he could get to market[U. S. Bureau of Census
1r/ob]

One of the largest stock raisers and dairymen in the a¡ea in 1S/0 was James M. Stott
Stott owned 700 acres, 200 of it clea¡ed along the Columbia River just northeast of the
Fairview Planning Area in an area that would later become part of the Sun Dial_ Ranch. He

30 sheep and 20 hogs. In l8í/0
of Irish potaûoes, $200.00 of
utchered animals worth $375.00 on

thodist church, which had been worshiping at
built a new church on land donated by Hiram
intersoction of Fairview Avenue (?-23rd) and

Sandy Road[Anonymous 1919]. A new one-room school house was built in 1869 nearby,
by Hannatr Smith. The 20 or so students studied under one teacher in
The church building with its accompanying parsonage served the
was moved to240 Main in 1919.
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Table 3
Fairview Area Population Origin. 1870

(percentages rounded)

US Born 151 957o

Oregon & 4O7o
Indiana 11 67o

Iowa 11 6Vo

Missouri 9 6%
New Jersey 8 57o

Illinois 6 4Vo
New York 6 47o
Ohio 5 3Vo

Kentucþ 5 37o
California 4 37o
Wisconsin 3 27o

Pennsylvania 3 2Vo

Texas 3 27o
7 Others 8 5%

Foreign Born 8 57o

China 5
Denmark 1

India 1

Scotland 1

3Vo
.SVo
.SVo
.57o

[US Bureau of the Census 1870a]

Pooulation in Fairview d ies grew larger and

thd remaining unclaimed to seftlers, as either

homestead oícash entry area in 18i/0
numbered 159.

rhersí/ooensusoffersseverarinsightst".,foäiïä[.å%ä",1î*f3;]$i1n;I*
at a rate gf€ater than new settlers from
n largely fiom the lower Great[¡kes-
of Indiana,Iowa" Illinois and Ohio.

domestic servants or unskilled laborers in I
time.

Occupations in the Fairview area in l&9 ury still-nearlycompleçlV qerig{.to4. Fory-
seven adults werc employed in the area in June of 1870 involved in the following trade's:

Table 4
Fairview area Occupations. 1870

(percentages rounded)

22 477o
20 43Vo
2 4Vo

Farmer
l¿borer
Carpenter
Teacher
Grocer
Cook

L 2Vo

t2%
I 24o

[US Bureau of the Census 1870a]
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With the exception of the local grade school teacher, and a Chinese cook working for one
of the families in the area, only 3 people were employed in occupations other than
agriculture. Agriculture would remain the primary basis for the local economy through the
turn of the century, but a few service economy occupations would appear by 1880.

The Census of 188O showed substantial changes in the makeup of the population of
Greater Fairview. Foreign-bom residents more than doubled their representation ¿rmong
the population, and local families continued to grow, pushing the Oregon-born portion of
the populationto4STa Fairview residents hailed from27 states and 13 foreign countries in
1880.

US born 294

Oregon 159
Ohio 15
Missouri 14
Michigan 13
Indiana 1l
Kansas 11
Iowa 10
New Jersey 8
Illinois 7
Vermont 6
Penn. 6
Virginia 6
New York 5
13 Others 22

Foreign born

China
England
Scotland
Ireland
Canada
Germany
Prussia
6 Others

887o

Æ%
5%
47o
47o
3Vo
3%
3%
ZVo
2Vo
27o
2%
2Vo
2%
77o

37o
2Vo
27o
2Vo
27o
l4o
l%o
27o

39

1l
5
5
5
3
2
2
6

l27o

[US Bureau of the Censusl8S0]

As in 18í/0, the Great l-akes-Ohio River valley region dominates as the primary birthplace
of local residents in 1880. IGnsas and Mchigan appear among the leaders for the first
time, as do many foreign countries. Activity in canneries along the Columbia and
construction on the Oregon and California Railroad, the Northern Facihc, and the OR&N
served to bring even more Chinese in ûo the area by 1880. Other immignants, many bom in
the British Isles, may have been part of the large increase in emigration from Europe that
began in the mid-1800's.

Occupations in the Fairview area in 1880 showed substantial diversification from the near
complete domina¡rce of agriculture in 1870. A full 30?o of the work force of I 19 adults
were employed in a¡eas other than agriculture.

Table 6
Fairview Area Occupations. 1880

(percentages rounded)

Farmer
Farm l¿borer

47 39Vo
37 3l7o

Table 5
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[-aborer
Carpenter
Blacksmith
Dairyman
Teacher
Cook
Cheesemaker
Factory Owner
Cannery Foreman
Lumberman
Furninue Maker
Ferryman
6 Others

7 67o
3 3Vo
3 3Vo
3 34o
3 37o
2 2Vo
I L%o

I I7o
TI%rt%
ll%
L IVo
1 6Vo

[US Bureau of the Census 1880]

igation ComPanY for $5 million
tó ttre United States as an agent for

and California Railrød, which had stalled at
collapse of Holladay, was also finished to
Coast was comPlete.

Fairview, but until 1913, as a

;*t;ifi* i" coos countY

Fairview Post iew [lvfacArthur
1982:1.

The railroad provided Fairview with a ¡ d' Mail' which

ñu¿ Uon ¿etíverc¿ ¿aity by horse, now Trips o
Þrrtfãl*uld be rneasí"äil rniüuto pæt-secondary

education w 1883-Provid$

itre impens a townsite. The building of the

town would era
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1883-1913: The Progressive Era:

;r
ta

on a trÍrnscontinental railroad, and
y means of a street car line.

Construction of the raitroad through Fairview in 1883 marked the beginning ota revolution
the area, andã catalyst for all sorts of changes in occupation,
ness development. Ín Fairview, the arrival of the railroad spurred the

Hannatr and Hiram Smith travelled to Oregon in 16 times between 1850 and 1862. Settling

in Portland in the l8ó0
bought 5Ð acres from
Donation l-and Claims s

18931. Although Hiram died in l8í/0, Han
in the area \üere extensive by 1889, when s

the annexed map of Fairview
be sold or disposed of on said
mith's use of restrictive
sold and oontsruction quicklY

began

In 1890, Hannah smith donatod $1,000 and land along the east side of Fairview Avenue

for the ônstruction of a new Presbyærian church. IJi?¿tl residents John C. Snover, Hiram

Bv 1890. the srade school constn¡cted in 18í/0 æuld not house the growing number of
stúden6.' Han-nah Smith donated money and land for the constntction of a new school at

225çunStreet on the site of the preseirt Fairview Grade School. E¡ected in 1890, the

handsome 4 room,2 story stnrcture served students in grades I through 8.

The OR&N depot siæ occupied four blocks between lst and 5th Street, northof Depot
Street. Busiñesses such as the Hunter Home Hotel, both constructed in 1890 and the

Benecke Store, also constructed in 1890,
the Snover house, which had another groce
sûores was the Cleone post office, where Jo
1892. Ottrer notable early structures still s

1890 at 6O Main Street and occupied contin
Heslin family. Also constructed
Italianate to<åtø just east of the p long present day Bridge Street. The Dan

Dunbar House at-V125 NE 2Brd was cons in 1893. Like other houses of the
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Figure 6
Fairview Townsite, as Platted in 1889
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Figure 7
(ûop) Fairview Elementary Schggl, -constructed 

1890

@ottóm) Original Fairview City Hall' constructed 1912
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period, it was built on property near the northeast corner of the platted townsite, nea¡ the

i¿itroa¿ depot and established businesses.

Growth continued during the 1890's with the construction of several^buildings, 5 of which

rtiff tt "¿. 
fir" WittiaoiBrooks House at 35 3rd, constructed in 189'l across 3rd Street

äorn tf" Fairview School and the John House at2}5 Harrison, both wesærn farmhouses,
occured in the city at the time. Along FairviewAvenue' some
prouted. O. F. Cãdy's store was consiructed in 19O1 near the
inærsection with Hânison Street Also in 1901, a similar structure

shop. These
aPartments.
Census

tage were born in Oregon.

US born 310 &l7o

39Vo
SVo

4%
4Vo
4%
4qo
3%
37o
2%
2%
zEo
2qo
7% (17 states)

IUS Bureau of the Census 1900]

In all, 13 foreign oountries and 28 states we
none are from Easærn or Southern Europe,
of the United Staæs as a whole. The inc
indicative of the increased immigration into
Century. There are also no Chinese, as the

When Chinese workers left the completed Northern Pacific and Oregon Railway and
eek work the mid-1880's,
to flare. r 1885 sPread to
1886, wi demonstration. In

Oregon
Indiana
Minnesota
Wisconsin
Missouri
Illinois
Kansas
Pennsylvania
Ohio
Washington
Iowa
New York
Other

4%
37o
2Vo
24o
L%
l4o
37o

t43
L7
16
l5
15
15
13
13
l0
10
8
7
2A
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March 1886, a camp of Chinese at Albina, Multnomah County was raided by whites
[Carey L922:8?ß]. A Pacific coast anti-Chinese convention, held in Portland that same
spring, called upon Chinese to leave the a¡ea for San Francisco within 3O days. Most
Chinese in Wes-ærn Oregon resettled themselves in Asûoria near the salmon canneries or in
Chinese sections of Portland[Dicken 1979:1. Few Chinese were left in rural Oregon, the
population statistics of Fairview indicaæ. The largest group of foreign-born residents of
the Fairview area in 1880 were Chinese, but 1900, all the Chinese had moved from the
Fairview census precinct.

The Oregon-born population of Fairview in 1900, 39Vo, matched that of the state as a
whole, which in 1900, was nearly $Vo. Ourof-state U.S. immigrants a¡rived mostly
from the upper Mississippi Valley and the Old Norttrwest of Mnnesota" Wisconsin, and
Illinois.

The listing of occupations for the Fairview residents in 1900 indicates that the community
is still primarily agricultural, but a few important changes from 1880 are presenL For the
first time, occupations of city-dwellers appear on the census rolls. 21 different occupations
are listed by the 144 respondents, including hotel keeper, newspaper reporter, grocer,
painter, contractor, blacksmith, railræd worker and servant. All of these indicate the
prcsence of a small servioe economy and a small ûown atmosphere in Fairview by 1900.

Table 8
Fairview Census Precinct Occupations. 1900

(percenøges rounded)

Farmers 43 3OEo

Farm l-aborers 6 32Eo
Day l-aborers 12 8%
Dairyman 7 5%
Other(20) 36 25Eo

[US Bureau of the Census 1900]

Industry in Fairview during this period focused around agriculture and the railroad. Jacob
Luscher, an 188í/ immigrant to the UnitÊd Staæs from Swilzerland, operated a dairy farm
along Sandy Road and employed th¡ee men and a housekeeper[U. S. Bureau of Census
f91ol. l.r¡scher built a handsome farmhor¡se circa 1910 to house his workers and family.
The house, still sønding at 2t2æ NE Sandy Blvd., is reflective of Luscher's native
Swilzerla¡rd. Oving ûo the large number of dairy farms in the arøa. acheese factory was
locaæd in Fairview, built in 1900 on the east side of Fairview Avenue near the intersection
with Main Street by Frank AxæI. In 1901, George O. Dolph and his partners Hatten and
Ca¡lston were making cheese there. Axæl oonverted the ctreese factory inûo a store in 1906
and it promptly burned[FRWHS 1989: 3, U.S. Census Bureau 1910].

In 1905, Homer C. Campbell, C.F. Swigert and E.G. McGaw purchased 1,825 acres
from descendents of the original settlers, including the claim of James Sûott, on lowlands
along the Columbia River northeast of Fairview. On this land they carried out faming
operations as the Sun Dial Ranch until a 1932 bankruptcy. The Ranch constructed a feed
mill on the Fairview Depot grounds. Grain from eastern Oregon arrived by rail at the mill,
where it was ground into feed for the cattle[Stone 1991a]. At the mill, a company store
carried a stock of feed, fuel, lumber and hardware for sale to the community. Sun Dial
employed 23 men in I9l2 and up to 59 during the harvest season, making it a formidable
ecomonic force in the area[Anonymous l9L2:2].
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rail to the east. ln 1912, the ranch
cattle a month out of the Fairview
out of the dePot every fall and

12:21.

rn 1e05, construction began on electric ""t,"lJji,ïî,HffiIffl*#Hiå

The interurban allt
Gresham and work in Portland. No longer were residents
for employment. The line served Fairview until it was

[Anonymous 1906a:3].

Another article claimed that large investors were interesæd in the development of the Ûown:

C.C. Vaughn
option on the
100 x 15O ft.
qstate office, a newsPaPer, a drugs
office. The rear and upstairs is to be
of not less than 4O rooms.... One
shoe factory, which if established,
Fairview isnow looked uPon as th
investment or a home...[and is no
suburbs [AnonYmous 1906b: 4)

a killing when the railræd
through, no grand hoæl was
in Fairview proceeded on a

smaller scale and a slower Pace.

198ó:162. Primarily a political lobby and
lobbied state and federal governments for ti
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benefit of small farmers. In its early years, th
for the Fairview area The Grange organized
when it arrived in Fairview on July 4,lW7.

ream socials, candy pulls, and small fairs, to
raise money for various local @uses.

Other local civic organizations included the Push Club, who supervised lhe construction of
sidewallcs, and the Õivic lmprovement Association, which held fundraising dinners to
benefit local projects. Small artisan groups sponsored dance and performed_plays for the
local population, ofæn to raise money for citizens facing economic hardship[Rees
1988:491.

With the increase in local social and political organization activity by citizens in the
Fairview a¡ea" interest in incorporatibn spread. In February of 1908, citizens presented a

iving a favorable rcsponse
lmingly ûo incorporate.

. The first city ofhcers were mayor
er William Butler, and ma¡shall J. H.

illiam Ellison and Grant Shaw served as

aldermen IFRWHS 1989: 3].

In the first years afær incorporation, civic improvements were-many. -On August 30,
1912, Frarri D. Axæl was awarded a ænuacfto build a city hall . Dedicated on December
?3,1912, the twostory struchre, located on Block 7 near the intersection of Cedar Street
and Fairview Avenue,-included a Post Offiæ, General Store, City Offices, and a second

re plowed and
to the

a¡e reflecæd in the 1910 census for Fairview,
the first time.

i with
Precinct" on
ed by the

surror¡nding unincorporated a¡ea, which ap area covered
by the 1900census.

Table 9
Cit)¡ of Fairview Population Origin. 1910

(percentages rounded)

US Bom: 178 877o Foreien Born: 28 l37o

Canada 8 47o
Switzerland 6 37o

Oregon 67
Wisconsin 22

327o
IlVo
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[US Bureau of the Census 1910]

The 208 Fairview residents in l9l0 hailed from 30 different states and 6 foreign countries.

Foreign bom poptrlation inside the
reasoñ for thié d-ecrease relates !o i

and was
townsite
lived on

city. A listing of r¡-ationat origin and birthplaces for the greaær Fairview area follows.

Washington 14 17o
Missouñ 13 6%
Minnesota I 44o
Ohio 8 47o
Kansas 6 3%
Michigan 5 2Vo

Pennsylvania 5 2Vo

Idatro 4 ZVo

Illinois 4 2Vo

Vermont 3 L%
Nebraska 3 l7o
16 Others 19 9%

Germany 5 27o
England 5 2Vo

Nonvay 3 LVo

Ireland 1 --
AtSea I "

Foreign Born 53

Japan
Italy
Ireland
Switzerland
Ca¡rada
England
Scotland
Sweden
Nonvay
Germany

Table 10

US Born 158 757o

36%
67o
sEo
3%
2%
zEo
2%
zEo
2%
t%
T%
l7o
L%
r%
L%
7Vo

Oregon
ïVisconsin
Iowa
Califomia
Ohio
Nebraska
Michigan
New York
Missouri
Kansas
Tennessee
Colorado
Indiana
Washington
Pennsylvania
11 Others

25%

2T
10
5
5
4
3
,,

2
I
I

76
13
lo
6
5
5
5
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
15

IOEI
57o
24o
2Vo
t%

:

[US Bureau of the Census 1910]

town.
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e census continued to grow' Within the city
ndividuals, and women were
utside the city, 19 occupations were

City of Fairview

l-aborer
Carpenter
RR worker
Farmer
Merchant
Retired
Dairy L-abor
Housekeeper
Dressmaker
Teacher
Cook
Clergy
Cheesemaker
Fisherman
10 Others

25
2l
t4
8
1
4
3
3
3
3
2
1

I
1

3

16
10
7
6
4
4
3
4
3
2
2
2
2
2
10

Greater Fairview

Farmer
Farm l¿borer
Gardener
I-aborer
Dairyman
Retired
Dairy l¿borer
Carpenter
RRTeamsær
Housekeeper
Salesman
Butcher
Ranch Manager
Lightkeeper
3 Others

244o
2O7o
13Vo
87o
7Vo
47o
3%
37o
3Vo
3Vo
24o
l7o
L%o

l7o
3%

Table l1
Fairview Area OccuPatignf, 1910

-lpercentagesrounded)
2IVo
t37o
9Vo
87o
5%
5%
47o
SVo

47o
37o
3Vo
3%
39o
3Eo
13%

[US Bureau of the Census 1910]

in 1913. However, it is clear that some
either to the CitY of Fairview or to

d the
clea¡t
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1914-1941: The Motor Age

The rise of the auûomobile in the early nventieth century held some of the largesJ changes
for the Pacific Northwest in general and for Fairview in particular. Grorving reliance the
automobile for personalized transportation and recreation necessitrated the construction of

were little more than than dirt or planked
to

in

1341.

t

Gorge to The Dalles. Samuel l-ancaste/s sensitive and innovative_design made the
highway an aesthetic and technological triumph, as well as a significant transportation
corridor.

The Multnomah C-ounty Road Department, formed in 1914 and headed by John B. Yeon,
one of the highway's backers, set about building and improving county roads. Prior to the
creation of thê corinty road deparünent,local tearis and graders were, such as Cedric
Sûone's, were employed grading streets and roads [Stone 1991a]. S-qy Rød connected
Fairview and Troutdhle to Portland and was chosen as an early project for grading by the

Avenue and made an underpass beneath the
safety. [Stone 1971: 11].

The 1916 Federal Aid Act was a watershed for road and highway construction in Oregon.

alignment through the gorge, pastThe Dalles, acr
On-tario. By the 1930s, Highway 2 became U.S. 30, connecting Astoria, Oregon,an{
Atlantic Ciir, New Jersey and forming one of the main East-West transcontinental highway
routes [Dicken 1979: L&l4l}
The development of Sandy Ræd and its eventual conversion ûo a link in the new federal
highway sysæm brought changes to Fairview. The highway brough! travele¡s lhrgtlgh the
area, creating demand forJohn H. Peærson's Fairview Service Station and L.A. Wilson's
Blue l-ake Service Station at the corner of Sandy Road and Fairview Avenue fStone 1928:
6; Stone l991al. The ease of automobile travel made possible by the new roads and
highways spawned new supporting businesses such as garages and filling stations
throughout the region. It also improved trucking as a transportation alternative, and
increased recreational options.



Rise in automobile travel was accompar¡ied by decline in rail travel. The Onegon Water
Power Railway Company's electric interurban line which revolutionized the area's
transportation system two decades earlier, was out of business by 1127. With the
interurban's passing, the rail alignment was quickly converted by the county in the summer
of 1928 into Halsey Road, which was graded and improved for automobile travel [Sûone
L9?ß:6; Metsker 1%q.

Fairview enjoyed a small commercial and manufacturing boom during the Moûor Age. Sun
Dial Ranch continued ûo operate its mill and farm supply store until the 1930s, the Pein Box
Company produced wooden crates for shipment of produce, and railroad ties were
produced locally and shipped by rail from Fairview to The Dalles, where they were treated
with preservatives. Transshipment of produce, feed, hay, coal, and other products at
Fairview served several communities in the local oountryside [Moller l9B3: 76; Sûone
197ß:61

Agriculture continued to be a significant economic force in the area. World War I, between
1914 and 1918 stimulated the agricultural economy, and prices rose for beef, dairy
products, fruits, vegetables, and field crops produccd locally. Transporøtion was aided by
the development of the refrigerated boxcar. The war spurred growth in Portland's urban
population as the city's busy shipyards required more workers. lvlarkets declined after the
war, but Portland's growing population helped sustain the local agricultural sector through
the 1920s. IÆal tn¡ck farms and gardens worked by Japanese immigrants produced a
variety of crops including potatoes, parsnips, carrots, cabbage, cauliflower, and celery
[Moller 1983:7+75].

Beef cattle and pig production also oontinued on the Sun Dial Ranch norttreast of Fairview.
A locat dairy indutry producing milk, ctrea¡n, and cheese was well estaHished [Stone
1fl1:81. Jacob Luscher's sons Jack, Rudolph, and Julius ('Babe") managed the family's
Fairview Holstein Farm, a large and modern operation on Sandy Road, which employed
four to hve year-round employees and several morc seasonals caring for crops and
livestock Their large complex included a barn and dairy building, constn¡cted in 1929 and
incorporating the latest dairy technologies, including a30,000 gallon milk tank [Davies
IT29:41.

Mccill and Son Nursery Company, which coritolled large land holdings south of Fairview
near Glisan Road, raised nursery sûock for shipment to regional and national markets. In
the 1930s, the company erected a large warehouse north of the railroad tracl$ in Fairview,
near Fourth Street, to provide a loading facility for their products [Moller l9f2; Shaw
L992;Sûone 1991b1.

A contribution of money from deceased Fatrons of Husbandry member Frank Albers, in
IÍ27 embled the Fairview Grange #34ta construct a new Grange Hall at 30O Harrison
Street The Grange, which had been an important force in the life of the community, was
better able ûo serve the community with its own facility as a location for meetings, socials,
lectures, dances, and card partie.s throughout the hisûoric perid [Moller I98ß;75; Stone
le9u.

The community's public works infrastructure also saw development in the l!I20s. Gas
service for heating and cooking arrived in IV25, when Portland Gas and Coke Company
extended main lines inûo Fairview [Moller 1983: 8ó]. Private wells, which had supplied
water for the community were replacd by a municipal waûer system in L927, afær the
passage of a bond levy [Rees 1988: 31]. Dikes were built along the Columbia River to
protect the bottomlands from annual flooding [Metsker 1936: Moller 1983: 86]. ln L9?5,

31
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a modern brick school building, financed by a district-wide bond levy, replaced the 1890s

facility [Moller 1983:6U .

cottages [Metsker 1936].

The
to pl
subs
President Ranklin Roosevelt dealt with ove m

Northwest and helPed develoP the
Dam, the first of several federal

ÍAzør 1992; Moller l9g2l.

processing plants, and aluminum mills g
èmploymént to surge. Fairview and the
defression as the hisûoric perid closed.

Events and trends of the MoÛor Age set the s
changes during World War II and
Fairview had services to suPPort g
increased by one-third, from 204 in l9l0
and Service 1958: 81. The availability of
transportation bY automotúle ln
the character of the Fairview
Uour" more of a bedroom commuter com , but

working and shopping in nearby cities.
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SECTION II: IDENTIFICATION

This section re rce tYPe'

The statement carrylng
out the survey

METHODOI-OGY

The City Statement of HisÛoric Context was

prepareá f Columbia Historical Research, a

Þorttand- consulting firm. The helpful members of the

City staff provided suPPort.

was compleæd on August31, 1991. The
ral resources entailed: (1) literature search

and invenûory of ProPerties, (3)
from the Fairview-Rochilood-

ew residents provided documents,
tory intewiews.

Jant¡a¡v and AusustL99z. lt entailed an intensive-level
in Phase I. I-oA informants were @nsulæd for

Literature Search and Statement of Historlc Context Statement

ttre historical
identified and contacted
prepared and fonvarded
tatement was used in

predicting ttre tpes of resources ttrat would be encqrntet"d itl the-survey, and places those

þso,ttc"iinb úè context of the historical development of the local a¡ea and the Pacific
Northwest.

A public meeting was held in February 1991 ûo inform the communitygf.thg project and to

solicit local souTces of information. A seoo¡ g, held with the Fairview-

åËiiÍsä,'r#.P*'ilå"Jfr',#1,
ttþ City's annual rePort, sent to the residents

of Fairview.

Survey and Inventory

and 120 resources were documented on histo
forms was information relating to the ProPe
and a physical and architectural description. Bl
were rirade of each inventoried property. Negatives and slides were recorded and site maps
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were made. Properties which were less than.50 years old or which did not retain a

^ini¡nur 
of inttigrity were not surveyed. Minoialærations did not disqualify properties

from the inventory.

Survey forms were completed for each identified property-- These forms include the

arctritéctural and other iiformation described above as well as the property's historical and

P (if known)'- þ9h fog also gives the

n A black and whiæ prin! a site map, and a

v

100 historic properties in the Fairview
hvood-Wilkes Historical Society reporL

20 historic resources.

Final Report

Survey invenûory forms, statements and evaluations of historical significance, and

recommendations for tr€atment and future preservation planning, along with the historic
oontext statement and the identification seciion comprisé the final report for this project.

P¡operties with a good degree of historical inFglly were surveyed on $9 intensive level.

Resöa¡ctr in the triõtoricat iiærature and occasioñaty a title search or oral history interview
was undertaken to collect historical data about the propefy.
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PREVIOUS SURVEYS

The 1991 Level I inventory and historic context conducted by Columbia Historical
Research is the first profesSional cultural resources invenûory conducted in the Fairview
Planning Area In 1989, the Fairview-Rockwood-Wilkes Historical Society conducted an
volunteer survey which incorporaæd vignettes of town history and the addresses and dates
of construction for several properties. The scope of the report did not include all of the
planning area. E:rcluded were NE Interlachen l-ane, NE 20lst Avenue, and NE 205th
huenuel Several properties identified in the 1989 report have since been razed and are not
included in the 1991 inventory.

Archaeological resources have been identified at Blue l-ake County Fart an{ along the
Columbia lìiver within the Fairview Planning area Investigations at siæ 35NdU38 and
survey of the Chinook l-anding County Fark indicate Native American occupation and use
of the area.

RESOURCE TYPES

The 120 cultural resouroes identified fall into five broad theme groups: Agriculture,
Transportation and Communication, Commerce and Urban Development, Government,
and Culture. Within each broad theme group are several subthemes and resource types.

1. Agriculture

Agricultural resources of the Stock Raising subtheme constitute 6 identified properties,
in the planning area Agriculture has been

oprnentof the community from settlement in
the 184Os to the 19rl0s. While much land north of Sandy Road is still involved in
agricultural production, suburban sprawl has swallowed mæt of the farms in the
surroundin g countryside.

The bonom lands of the Columbia river were well-suited for use as pasture for livestock.
The Sun Dial Ra¡rch, which had its headquarærs in Fairview, and several dairy farms took
advantage of these lt¡sh and well-watered flas in the early twentieth oentury. lrtscher and
Sons'Fáirview Holstein Farm complex on Sandy R@d, despite its deærioraæd condition,
is the largest and mæt complete ensemble of agriculoral stmcture.s in the plaqqing a¡ea A
long, large, rectangular cow barn with a bellcast gambrel roof, a gambrel-roofod dairy
bui[ding, machine sheds, housing for workers, and the proprietor's large farmhouse acros¡s
the road, remain on the site of the farm.

Several houses in the inventory were onoe partof farm complexes which are no longer
extant These properties have been recorded under the subtheme lfttt- or 20th-Cennrry
Architectr¡re, rather than agriculture, for therc is little that remains to tie them to their
agricultural roots. Some of these resouroes appear on the inventory as associated structures
ûo currently non-agricultural properties.

One propety, the Archibald McGill and Son Nursery Company warehouse on Fourth
Street north of the railroad track, is associated with the agriculture theme, under the sub
theme of horticulture. It constituæs O.8% of the city's resources. The large warehouse is
largely intact The rectangular, truss arch-roofed, hollow clay tile sFucture sûored nursery
stock in preparation for shipment by rail ûo national markets. Two large sliding doors
opened to waiting boxcars on a rail siding which has been removed. A truck loading dock
on the west elevation, and expansion on the east elevation in the 1970s altered the structure.
A sûorage locker company has moved in and divided the interior space. However the
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building retains much of is character from the exterior and the heavy wooden beams and
posts which support the roof can still be seen on the interior.

2. Transportation and Communication

Three sites (2.5Vo of total cultural resources) representing the I-and Travel subtheme are
components of linear resources related ûo transportation.

Fairview's connection to transportation networks was important in its development Early
settlers first relied on the navigable Columbia River, then on the 1855 Sandy-Barr Road to
transport crops and products to and from population centers. In 1883, the Oregon Short
Line was completed, providing transcontinental rail service through the Fairview area.
Later,an inûerurban railway and graded and paved county roads provided more
individualized and flexible connections.

The alignment of the Oregon Water & Power Company's electric interurban railway line,
which connected Troutdale and Portland via Faiwiew between 19Ø and 1927 remains,
converted to NE 201st Avenue, rù/istful Vista Street, and NE Halsey SFeet. Although the
tracks have long since been removed, unpaved Wisful Vista and an undeveloped section of
the alignment to the east benveen the end of rWistful Vista and Halsey, reveal the borrow
pits and earth fìlls used to construct the interurban's alignment.

A concrete-girder (orT-beam) railræd bridge over NE223rd Avenue (Fairview Avenue)
and the underpass beneath the railræd traclrs daæ from the 1915. The newly-formed
Multnomah County R@d Department cut an underpass for the ræd below the railroad line
to eliminafe a dangerousmilroad crossing. The bridge is constnrcted of steel and
reinforced concrete. In 1935, WPA workers employed by Mulhomah County constn¡cted
a retaining wall of cut basalt sûone, a¡rd a stone stainvay fË-connæts NE 223rd Avenue
with Depot street, which afær the underpass'construction was left dangling several feet
above the new street level. Both resources are intact and still in use. The underpass
reøining wall and stairway illusrates the high degree of crafsmanship which was

;mdoVed 
in IWPA prcjects

3. Commerce and Urban Development

Five resources (4.L% of toøl) represent the Commercial subtheme in Fairview.

The layout of the 1889 Fairview townsiæ plat was influenced by the railroad. Rather than
following the north-south orientation of the suweyed grr4 the ûown's streets parallel the
railræd traclc. Depot and Curve Streets, near the tracks, were the oommercial core of the
ûown. I-ocat€d here were hansshipment facilities for agriculnrral produce, lumber, and
railræd ties. A grain mill with a feed and farm supply stotre, which ¿¡re no longer extant,
was built as part of the Sun Dial Ranch operation between 1905 and 1912. The Pein Box
Company also produced wooden produce crates at that location in the 1%0s.

Wooden buildings served the early commercial needs of the town. Any remaining
stn¡ctures on Curve Street were lost in the construction of Interstate 84 in the latel940s.
Benecke's general merchandise store at 15 Depot Street and the Hunter Hotel at 5 Depot
Street were dramatically altered in the hisûoric perid and converted ûo residences.
Snover's grocery store at 55 Depot has also become a home.



43

At 20ß NE 223rd was the store and oonfectionary of O. F. Cady, converted in 1937 by
Cady into apartments. The neighboring shop (2001 NE 2ærO of T.W. læighton, a
blacksmith, was attact ed to Cadyrs store in 1937 as part of the apartments.

4. Government

In the sub-theme l-ocål Government, Fairview has one resource, comprising 0.87o of the
total cultural resources in the planning area

The Fairview City Jail, located on the grounds where the first Fairview City Hall once
stood at NE 2Brd Avenue and Cedar Street. The City Flall lot as become Ne-cha-co-kee
ParK with the jail as a major feature. The jail, a squat concrete building with three small,
barred windows and a bared door under a larger iron door, was built in 1915. The jail
was very rarely used for its constructed purpose, and largely served as a cool storage place
for soda pop and other items sold at the grocery store located in the lower floor of the old
city hall.

5. Culture

The Culture theme is represenæd by 109 resources from 4 sub-themes, representingX).l%o
of the planning area's total cultural resources

Culh¡ral subthemes in Fairview a¡e Architecture, Religion, Education, and Social. These
sü'l¡ctures were built between 18ó9 and lfXl and r€present informally designed vernacular
styles and several structures of identifiable style, including a handful of archiæctdesigned
stn¡ctures.

a Architecture

Architecture is the best-represented sub-theme, with 98 entries, or8L.67o of the total
number of resources in the category. It is also the largest group overall. The subtheme is
furtlrer divided into 19th- and 2Oth<entury gfoups. There arc 14 examples of l9th-century
architecture, and 8¿l examples of 2Otlr-century architecture.

These buildings, mostly single-family residences, wene constructed benveen 1889 and
lyll, most of them being constn¡cted in the 20th oentury. For the most part, l9th-century
houses were built within the original townsite and along NE 223rd Avenue. Twentieth-
cenn¡ry stnrctures occur evenly in the townsiæ and the surrounding area

Vernacular style, representin1z3% or 28 of "the resources in the Fairview planning area,
reflects the modest means of Fairview's residents. Vernacular homes are characteristically
one- or one-and-one-half-story structur€s of wood f¡ame construction with a rectangular,
nL", or "T" shape. They have gable or hipped roofs, wood sash windorrys, are clad with
shiplap or clapboard, and often have shed- or hipped-roof porches and additions.
Decorative details are sparse. Many of the earliest houses in Fairview were vernacular.
Good examples include the Fuller House allly'Q Cedar Street and the Wilcox House at 550
Cedar Streel

The other prominent l9th-century style is the Western Farmhouse, a popular style closely
related to vernacular. rWestern farmhouses appeared throughout the trans-Mississippi West
between 1870 and 1fI20. The examples in Fairview date from the 1890s. Westem
Farmhouses are characterized by two stories with a gable roof, intersecting a.s a nTn or
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nL." They, too, are usually clad in shiplap or cþ¿@$and fenesfaæd with double-hung
sash windows, often one-õver-one. The 189[2E.E. Heslin houe at 6O Main Street,

the style in Fairview. Ironically,
c structure, which still stands on

by the original wiring. Only theæmporary
trusion. The 189/ William Brooks house at

roof, eave brackets, vertical windows, and
le based on Italian villa.s, and was
1890) at 105 Bridge Street is simple

60 Depot Steet was a good example, but
s in 1992.

benveen 1876 and 1900. High-style
nes, turrets, a variety of ornaments

stained-glass windows. Only simple
ornamented in the Queen Anne Style are

ouse at 2425N8223rd is the best example of
rial hesbyterian Church Manse at 20O Main

Street is an example of a Western Farmhouse with Queen Anne ornamentation.

rhe crassicar Box styristicaly bridged the leth t1ffi.ËËtf¿ï#läi,ili;J;|*
etimes rectangular twosûory masses with

their roofs supported by posts e

H.J. Stirling'õ 
-countryhõuse, 

930 NE 201st Avenue Qry).This house
has a large g.t"g" in ihe same porte-æchere supported by Tuscan
columns. It is a fine example

Of the 2Ottr-century styles in Fairview, the Craftsman/Bungalow form is the mæt
dominant, accounting for a full3
appearing in the Northwest circa
story buildings with wide gabled
side elevations and wide porches
piers, were other stylistic ele
äecorativefeaturesincluded d
windows which feah¡red one large pane surmounted by a row of several smaller Paries.
Doors were often massive with ilæresting windows and detailing. The Charles E. Cree
house (1911) at 155 Harrison, the Witliarn Morrison house (1915) at 1919 NE 223rd
Avenue, and the A.R Fisher House at2}575 NE Sandy Road are fine examples of large
Bungalows.

little more than box-shaped dwellings with a few applied
were known as "builder bungalows." They were widely
19O and could be ordered from catalogs or from the builder.

Good examples of the builder bungalow tradition a¡e the Charles Buckner House at2l0
Ha¡rison Street and the Richard "Baben Anderson House at 610 Main Street

een 1910 and 1935, and several of
.Cape Cod Colonial, and Dutch
is inspired by the rural vernacular
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archiþcture of France and accounts for three structures or 2.5Vo of the ûotal. Norman
Farmhouses have st€eply gabled roofs, inegular massing, and round-a¡ched windows and
doors. Tall chimneys arc also dominant features. The best example of the Norman
Farmhouse in Fairview is the Melvin K. Moller house (193Ð at?-$ Harrison Stree[ A
rather unusual example, with a very steeply-piæhed garage roof is in the Fairview Country
Club Tracts at2Lñ7 NE Interlachen l-ane (I%2).

The English Cottage also featured steep gables. These houses often employed hipon-gable
roofs, narow sash and cåsement windows, brick, and half timbers. 1600 and 1819 NE
205th Avenue are marginal examples of the style.

Large, architect-designed Arts and Crafts style houses were popular among wealthy
Oregonians. The Osburn House at220 NE 205th Avenue (1929) is an outstanding
example of the style, with its elaboraæ wood- and stone'work. Its sprawling nature-loving
plan and landscape also are tradema¡ks of the style. The B.E. Davis House at2246NE
205th Avenue (1935) is an excellent example of the influence of the English vemacular
building tradition on the Arts and Crafts movement.

The Cape Cod Colonial, accounting for 2 properties and 1.6% of the total cultural
resources in Fairview, pays homage ûo the early American homes of Massachusetts. They
are single-story homes of rectangular plan, with a gable roof. The placement of the
entarice and fenesfation is highly symmetical; the door is in the center of the front
elevation, flanked by multiple-liæ double-hung sash widows. The examples in Fairview
are quiæ small, and owners have later added wings or extensions to increase living sp¿rce.
The hor¡ses at lSOl NE 205th and 505 Bridge Sreet are fair examples.

Another colonial style, the Durch C.olonial, is a reinûerpretation of early American East
Cæst Dutch architecture. These houses are most signiñcantly distinguished by their use of
the gambrel roof, which occasionally has dormers. Cladding is generally clapboard, but
other materials may be used. The only example in Fairview isat2l?It NE Interlachen
I-ane (1938), a cottage in the Fairview Country ClubTracts. This property accounts for
O.8% ol the community's cultural resources.

b. Religion

Fairview has three rtsources of this subtheme, representing2.S% of the total cultural
resouroes. The Fairview Methodist Church, organized in 1853, built this place of worship
in 1869 near the railroad tracks on the east side of NE 223rd Avenue (then Duck I-ane).
The building was moved tD?Æ Main Steet, circa 1919, and remodeled in the bungalow
style by E.G. McGaw. Alærations changed he roof lines and fenestration, and adiled a
porch to the fiont elevation. The vernacula¡ building has a rectangular plan and is clad in
clapboards.

The Smith Memorial Pnesbyærian Church ,UlO NE 223rd, a side-steepled vernacular
church building was built in 1890. The congregation has altered and added to the church
several times, diminishing its historic character. The original steeple was replaced with a
shorter and less ornate bell tower due ûo storm damage in 1943. Still, the original part of
the church remains on its hisûoric post-and-beam foundations, and the interiorretains the
character of a 1930s remodeling effort The Smith Church Manse, 200 À¡fain Street , is
also included under the subtheme Religion.

c. Education
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One structure represents the Rlucation sub'ttreme in Fairview, constituting0.S%o of the
total cultural resources.

The handsome brick Fairview elementary school at2?5 Main Street is a large Spanish
Revival structure built in ly25tD replace the aging and inadequate l89O schoolhouse which
occupied the same site, donated by city fo
entra¡rce is ma¡ked by an arch set beneath with
red clay tile, serves to disguise the flat roof. s a
nT" off the center of the rear elevation. The modern additions, including two wings and a
gymnasium were added in the 194Os when an influx of war-effort workers created the need
fór a larger facility. Glass brick lights are set over the doors and large glass and aluminum
windows light the classrooms. The school's interior has been recently renovated.

d. Social

Fairview has one resource of the Social sub-theme, representingO.STo of the ûotal

resources in the Fairview Planning Area

The meeting hall of the Patrons of Husbandry Fairview Grange #344was constructed in
the Craftsman/Bungalow style ín1927. The large, rectangular building with its gable roof
and shed-roofed rear extension sits at 300 Harrison Street. It is clad in clapboard and is
fenestrated by parrs of four-over-four double-hung sash windows. Bargeboards,
overhanging eaves, and expæed purlins wittr diagonal braces pcrint illusuaæ the bungalow
style. The Grange abandoned the hall in the 1960s and the city later made the structure into
city hall following the demolition of the l9l2 city hall building in the early l9l0s. The
building retains a great deal of its integrity, especially on the exterior, where only double
glass entry doors and a new door ûo the basement a¡e visible changes.

DISTRIBUTION PATTERNS OF RESOURCES

The platæd a¡eas within the planning area were: the original Fairview ûownsite, Shae's
East Fairview addition, Osburn Park Tracts, ¡ d Fairview Country Club Tracs.

l. Fairview Townsite

The original townsite of Fairview, platted by Hannah Stone Smith in 1889, consisted of 29
bloclrs bounded by NE ?23rdAvenue (then Duck l-ane) on the easÇ Seventh Street on the
west, the O.R.W. & N Railroad tracts on the north, and Lincoln Street on the South. The
town plat deviated from the traditional nortli-south-east-west grid, which characærized
most surveying in the region, and was oriented parallel ûo the railrød tracks. Most blocks
hail L2lots 50 feet wide and 150 feet long. An alley, 20fæt wide, ran east-west down the
middle of each block Two streets took their names from the railroad: Curve Street was
named for its proximity to the O.W.R. & N. tracks, Depot Street for the O.R.rù/. &N.
depot that sat on the north side of the street near Second Street. Two streets were named
for U.S. presidents, Abraham Lincoln and Benjamin Harrsion (President at the time the
townsite was platted). Cedar Street was reportedly named for the large cedar that stood at
640 Cedar Street The railroad's depot facilities and ransshipment operations took place on
the large depot grounds on Depot Street benveen First and Fifth. Nothing remains of those
structures.
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There are & properties inventoried within the original townsite. 52 are residences of lgth-
or 2Oth-century Architecture, two Religious struclures, ne social
hall, 5 structures associaæd with Commercial activity, lding.
The oldest building daæs from 1869, bur was moved in Thð
oldest structure built in the ûownsite dates from 1889. The most recent structure
inventoried dates from 19[1, the National Register's temporal cut-off of fìfty years from
the present.

clusæred a¡ound the east end of Depot Street
ctures of various ages are scattered
. Alterations of various degrees have been

I
I

rces have been $Jsrgye{ by.unsympathetic
alteration, but demolitio¡ and replacement is also a growing threat, as tari¿ vdires increase
relative to ttre value of the improvements.

2. Shaers East Fairview Addition

3. Osburn Park Tracts

The Osburn
the Fairview
located here
residential
homes are
to their val
205thf and represent Craftsman/Bungalow,
dwellings from the early 20th century. Mos

4. Fairview Country Club Tracts

Followin es at Blue l-ake in lgn,the speculativeFairview the ridge separating Blue l*akb and
Fairview
sprouting on the ridge. Today, seven resi
remain in the area known as Interlachen:

s

of land and the low value of the structures.
expensive homes built in their place. The tre

5. Outlying Areas

a. NE Halsey Street
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NE Halsey Street is runs east to west, roughly through the center of the planning area.
Residential resources of 20th-Century Architecture include five vernacula¡ style houses and
three bungalows. The structures are on both sides of the road, clustered between NE
223rd Avenue and NE 205th Avenue. Most have been significantly altered and/or are in
poor repair.

b. NE 223rd Avenue (Fairview Avenue)

NE 223rd Avenue runs north-to south almost the compleûe length of the planning area from
NE Marine Drive in the north to NE Glisan Street in the south. Formerly Duck [-ane, the
alignment follows that of the oldest road in the planninBaÍez,, constructed prior to 1855.
With the exception of one Vernacular structure at 4101 NE 223rd, all identified resources
lie between NE Halsey Street and the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. There is a mix of
three Commercial resources, one Government resource, and four residences (three 20th-
Century, one l9th-Century). The 1915 underpass (with 1935 WPA stonework) and
concrete girder (or T-Beam) railroad bridge on223rd between the townsite and NE Sandy
Boulevard. The road parallels and crosses Fairview Creek for much of its length through
the planning area.

c. NE Sandy Boulevard

Part of the Columbia River Gorge Highway and U.S. 30, Sandy Boulevard was a major
thoroughfare connecting Fairview via surface roads with Portland and the rest of the
nation. Along its east-west stretch through the Fairview Planning Area, it is lined by
historic resources including eight 2Oth-Century Archiæcture residences, nine agricultural
structures affiliated with Jacob Luscher and Sons Fairview Holstein Farm complex, and
one Commercial structure, the former Peterson's Fairview Service Søtion at the
intersection with NE 2?3rd Avenue.

The Luscher Farm complex is the Planning Area's major historical resource related to
agriculture. The complex includes pastures, a large cow barn, a dairy barn, two equipment
sheds, several workers' residences, a larger residence, and Jacob Luscher's farmhouse, a
large and unusual home which is inspired by the dairyman's native Switzerland. It is
constructed of brick and stucco, with a hipon-gable roof. Eave brackets and a curvilinear
pediment provide decorative fl ourishes.

d. Bridge Street 
:,,i

Several historic houses on Bridgd''Street daæ from shortly after the platting of the Fairview
townsite. They are, however, outside both the platæd areas of the original Fairview
townsite and Shae's East Fairview Addition. Represented among the remaining 5 houses
are the styles commonly found in Fairview a¡ound the turn of the century. The Jonas
House at 105 Bridge is a good example of the Italianaæ style and was been sympathetically
expanded in the 19óO's. Other structures, including the rù/estern Farmhouse at 100 Bridge,
also daæ from the 19th century. A 20th century Bungalow at 50 Bridge is another fine
example of the small bungalows found in the Fairview area.
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SECTION III: REGISTRATION

Based- on a two-phase survey o{ the historic resources of the City of Fairview, the
qrn¡ultants-hqv-e_ generated this list of prope ties deemed worthy for locat protection under
Ordinance 3-1990 of the City of Fairview.

1). Snover Store and Residence
2'). John. M. l,oser House
3). Heslin House
4). Smittr Memorial Church Manse
5). Fairview School
6). Fairview Methodist Episc. Church
7). Richard S. "Babe" Anderson House
8). Henry and l¿ura Fuller House
9). R. W. andAnna Wilcox House
10). Henry Brooks House
1l). Cha¡les and Marceil Taber House
L2). Cree/Cady House
13). C. N. and Josie Buckner House
14). Melvin K. Moller House
15). Fairview Grange Hall
16). Esther Mohr House
l7). Fairview CityJail
18). John and Dora Peterson House
19). William Brooks House2o). . whse.
2l). House
22).
23). H.J. and Margaret Stirling House
24). S.P Osburn House
25). B.E. Davis House
26). William Monison House
27). Smith Memorial Presbyærian Church
28'). Daniel Sherman Dunbar House
29). Otis Jackson House
29). JohnJonas House
30). A.R. Fisher House
3l). Joshua Ledbury House
32). Jacob Luscher House
33). Barn, Fairview Holsæin Farm
34). Union Facific Railroad Bridge
35). Fairview Avenue Underpass/Stonework

55 Depot Street
60 Depot Street
6O Main Street
200 Main Street
2?Slvlun Street
?Ælv{¡un Street
610 Main Street
44O Cedar Street
55O Cedar Street
620 Cedar Street
635 Cedar Street
155 Harrison Street
210 Harrison Street
24O Harrison Street
300 Fla¡rison Street
320 Hanison Street
Ne-cha-cokee Park
3&5 Second Stre€t
35 Third Street
Fourth Street, N. of RR tracks
4O5 Fourth Street
21745 NE Halsey
1%0 NE 201st (Bairdsdale Rd.)
22Æ NE 205th (Osburn Rd.)
2?Æ NE 205th (Osburn Rd.)
l9l9 NE 223rd (Fairview) Ave.
2420 NE 223rd (Fairview) Ave.
2425 I'IE 2?3rd (Fairview) A ve.
50 Bridge Steet
105 Bridge SÛreet
20575 NE Sandy Road
20800 NE Sandy Road
NE Sandy Road
NE Sandy Road
Graham Une at NE 223rd (Fairview) Ave.
NE 223rd (Fairview) Ave.

(pre-1943 only
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SECTION IV: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TREATMENT

The consultants recommend that the city of Fairview pursue the following
recommendations to promote the preservation of the comnrunity's historiðresources:

1). Pursue a Multiple Property Subm
Historic Places for the City of Fairview.

2). Apply for Certified l-ocãl Government (CLG) status through the Srate Historic
be used for providing staff
and inventory, and special

3). Continue to solicit grantmonies to carry out historic preservation programs.

4). Conduct periodic and systematic field inspection of designated resources to monitor
their søtus.

?, . Qeye.lop fnterpre as a walking, driving, or bicycling ûour of
Fairview's historic resou ith 40'Mile-l-mp plãnners ui get lnûerpretive
signage for Fairview his

on
ould

7). Encourage local for Historic
Property, a property tax itation.

8.) Establish a Program of low-interest rehabilitation læns to owners of historic
Pr.o.Pgrty in- Fairview. Clackamas County and Oregon City are good model programs
which used funding from a variety of sources to crèate a Cuccesiful rehab loan fuctcage.

with dher romote interpraation andCounry.Fli Coury todüvdop the
nterpretive


