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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The following historic context statement has been developed for the City of
Falls City, Oregon by Hisûoric Preservation Consultant, Michelle L. Dennis, with a
Historic Overview by local area historian, Arlie Holt. The project was compleæd in
1997 under the terms of a contractual agreement with the City of Falls City and the
Oregon Søæ Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).

A historic context statement is a document used in planning for a community's
historic resources. It identifies the broad patterns of historic development of the
community and identifies historic property types, such as buildings, sites, structures,
objects, or districts, which may represent these patterns of development. In addition,
a hisûoric context statement provides direction for evaluating and protecting significant
hisûoric resources. As a planning documenq it is intended to be a dynamic document,
evolving as community needs and desires change.

Context-based planning, as developed by the National krk Service for
organizing activities for preserving historic resources, is based on the following
principles:

. Significant historic properties are unique and ineplaceable.

. Preseryation must often go forward without complete information.

. Planning can be applied atany scale.

. History belongs to everyone.

Information in this document will aid in planning efforts and decision-making
with regards to historic resources as the City of Falls City is faced with future
development and expansion.

This project was hnanced in part with Federal funds from the National Park
Service, a division of the U. S. Department of the Inûerior, and administered by the
Oregon Saæ Historic Preservation Office. All work was completed in accordance with
the Secretary of the Interior's Standa¡ds and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic
Preservation.



HISTORIC CONTÐil DEFINITION

HISTORIC CONTEXT DEFINITION

1845-1965.

THEME

s to be studied. The
the City of Falls CitY,
such as buildings,

now the incorporated limits of the city'

Falls City is a small, rural community wlth 1plnul.alion of about 950. Loc¿ted

on the eastern siáe of the Coast Range along the Little Luckiamute River, the area

déveloped as a mill siæ. In 1891, aieas on-both the south and north sides of the river
residents ínl92l.
community has
highway into the

5 has

Oregon, however, Falls City and its i_mmed new

g-ñttr ând develôpment, sõme of which is likely to affect the community's historic
resources.

me of historical develoPment
gories. These categories, as

oric/Cultural themes list, were
on Oflice (SHPO). The broad

's development are (1) Settlement, (2)
(4) Transportation and Communication,

ent, and (7) Culture.

PT.A,CE

geo
the
the

f the city (see Figure 1). Bec
wa.s intégral to the development of Falls City, the prqect includes
City's nearby outlying a¡eas as well.

The City Y

where the valleY
miles east of the
is located about
twenty-two miles northwest of Corvallis, in the central portion of Polk County. The



falls for which Falls City was named, and which provided the power for the mills, are

located just west of the city
through the city. The domi
north and south sides of the
appeårarrce. The elevation fttnges from 32C
thé southwest corner of the city with the bench mark (USGS) at 380 feet.

Because the community developed along both sides of the river simultaneously,
there are two main streets, North Main and South Main, along which commercial,
industrial and residential a¡eas developed. Today, the commercial district is centered
along North Main. also located on the north side of the river
(only the new post ng the summel of t997, is locaæd on the
doutir side of tñe ri ment extends both north and south.

TIME

correlates with chronological periods es

significant to the development of Falls City.

HISTORIC CONTEXT DEFINITION
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Figure l. Map of Falls city. urban Growth Boundary indicated by dotted line (I997).
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HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

The Historic Context Description includes three elements: a historic overview, a

discussion about historic properties iitety to be found, and criteria for evaluating

historic properties. The hisûoric overview,
categoriés, highlights key events that led to
an¿ fq6S. Fróm this overview, the type of

ion.

HISTORIC OVERVIEW OF THE CITY OF FALT,S CITY

The purpose
City's history, highli
noted that this ovelv

in the Bibliography. An annotated list
be found in Appendix A. The overview

ed on the Oregon Ståûewide InvenÛory

Historic/Cultural themes list developed by the Oregon SHPO. Within 9c! caæggr.y,

key events in the development of Fäh City are disôussed chronologically from 1&15 to

1965.

SETTLEMENT

The area now known as Falls City was at one time the territory of regional

Native American Indian tribes. Members of the Chinook and Calapooia tribes are

known to have gathered ciÌmas roots in the vicinity of the falls as late as 1841.

Exploration by Euro-Americqlg probably began witlr fur trapping campaigns

between fAtZ an¿ thé l&Os. One of thé first written records of the area was the

In his journal, he noted the potential for fu

Osborne Russell was the first man to take a claim at the future site of Falls City'
Having first v of the Hu$on Bay complny in
Iæ4,frussell ed on the Çr-eg91b"l,9h ollf"
Provísional G tle of "Judge Russell.n After his political
ambitions \ryere cut short when he lost a gubernatorial election, he took a provisional

claim of land that included the falls on the Little Luckiamute River in October 18/¡5-3

Wttit" living on this land, he wroÛe his noted Jprlnal O!4 flapper and in^1848,

represenæd-Polk County in the Territorial^I-egislature. He left soon after for the gold

fiêt¿s in California and never returned to Oregon.

4



HISTORIC CONTÐff DESCRIPTION

The southern portion of Russell's claim was taken as a Donation l-and Claim by
Theodore Thorp, who with his fatherJohn, developed both a flour mill and saw mill on
the south side of the river at the falls (see Figure 2). The valley's limited population,
however, did not support the scope of their operations and they moved the mills to
Rickre¿ll in 1865. It would be nearly three decades before the area would realize its full
poæntial for industrial development as seen by early enfrepreneurs.

By the mid-1870s, a number of settlers had claims in the area (see Figure 3),
but development was limited primarily to small family farms. In about 1878, the small
community known a.s Syracuse developed approximaûely two miles east of present-day
Falls City and a post office was established there in 1885.

In 1889, a group of entrepreneurs founded the town of Falls City. Promotional
brochures which characterized Falls City's resources and advantages were distributed
and before long, the town began to grow. In February 189t, Hulh S. and Esther
Montgomery platæd a part of their acreage on the south side of the river for the ûownsite
and the family develo@ a mill nea¡ the falls. This area bec¿rme known as the
Montgomery Addition. l-ater that same year, in July, the Falls City Development
Company, owned by F.K. Hubbard, A.M. Bryant, Mr. Shurtliff and Mr. Yocum,
platted land on the north side of the river for the townsite. Each plat had a Main Street
and today, there are still South Main and North Main streets.

The original incorporation of the city was enacted by the l-egislative Assembly
of the State of Oregon in 1893 and filed in the ofhce of the Secretary of State on
February 13th of that year. A new charter was enacted in 1903 and is considered the
official incorporation of the city.

Following the anival of the railroad in 1903, the community flourished for a
number of years. By 1905, there were approximately 1000 residents and telephone
service to every home. The years from about 1907 to tT2O were boom years for the
town. Numerous mills and commercial establishments ensured work for many.
Agriculture also grew in importance during this time, with the introduction of the fruit,
nut and berry indusry and the growth in dairying (see Figure 4).

By LT2L, Falls City's population had grown ûo nearly 1200. But the timber
supply was largely depleted and the big Falls City Lumber Company mill moved from
Falls City to ValseE. Other smaller mills closed. The town started on a decline from
which it has never fully recovered. By 1930, passenger rail service had ceased and the
population of the community had dropped to less than 500. The opening of small mills
in the late 1930s and 19'Os brought some relief and søbility to the community. But
when the last mill to operate in town burned in 1f)65 ending the mill era for Falls City,
the town came ûo a near standstill.

Since then, Falls City has seen only minimal growth and development. During
the la.st 30 years many commercial enterprises left town and only a handful have
replaced them. No new viable indusry has been developed. Several buildings from
the early days have been demolished 4nd only a few new buildings have been built.
The population has slowly grown in number but has never reached its earlier peak.
And though the vibrancy of Falls City's heyday has never been seen again, many
residents would chose no where else ûo live.
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Figure 2. 1885 Survey Map, T8S R6W. Thorp's Mills (circled) incorrectly labelled as Sharp's Mills.
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Figure 3. Portion of 1873 map showing Little Luckiamute valley.
(Note: Sharp's Mlls, now identified as Tharp's Mills)
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HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

INDUSTRY AND MANUFACTURING

Many pioneers came to the Oregon country to establish farms in this new land
of abundance, but others came as entrepreneurs. The first to note the poûential for
nhydraulicn development was James Clyman during his travels through the area in
1&15. Having crossed the two forks of the Luckiamute River, he noted "both branches
of the Lukimute [sic] are bold and noble mill streams.n

John Thorp and his son, Theodore, with grandiose visions of the future, were
the first to harness the falls at the head of the Little Luckiamute valley for just such
developmenl They built a sawmill in 1852, followed by a grist mill in 1853, on the
south side of the river. In 1855, Samuel T. Scott opened a mill a couple miles south of
the Thorps'mills, on the north side of Teal Creek (then named Brown Creek¡.+ (See
Figures 2 and 3.) Because the population did not support the scope of the Thorps'
operation, they moved the mills ûo their land nea¡ Rickreall in 1865.

Other small mills in the Little Luckiamute valley near the future site of Falls City
followed, including the Shrader-Mowery mill and Tindall's mill, both on Teal Creek,
and the Palmehn mill on Dutch Creek, in the l870s.s In 1881, David Rubble bought
the relinquishment of the Thorp DLC, which he later sold to his parents, William and
Ruth Ruble. Although the exact location and daæs of operation are unknown, family
diaries indicaæ that William Ruble ran a sawmill for three years somewhere in this
vicinity in the 1880s. Henry Mclntosh, who was married to the Ruble's
granddaughter, operated a mill with Columbus Bennett west of the falls on the Little
Luckiamute during the 1880s.6 In the spring of 1889, the Rubles sold their land to
Hugh S. and Esther Montgomery.T

On February 2/+, LæL, the Montgomerys platæd a portion of their land on the
south side of the Little Luckiamute as a townsite for Falls City. Their son, John, and
his associates built a sawmill near the falls. To create the penstock for water power,
rock was blasted away and a dam consisting of one great log laid across the river with
small logs leaning against it was built. Once in operation, the Montgomery sawmill and
sash and door factory supplied refined lumber for the nelv construction work in Falls
City. The dam was used, with occasional minor repairs, until 1923 or 1924, when it
was torn out by the city elecbic company and a new dam built just below it.

The number of small sawmills in the vicinity continued to increase in the 1890s,
but soon afær the turn of the century, the coming of the railroad into Falls City would
effectively change the smaller operations to more corporate alignments. [n 1Ð1, l-ouis
Gerlinger, Sr. incorporated the Salem, Falls City and Western Railway company and
began to buy timberland in Polk County. His goal was to construct a freight and
passenger railway and to sell cutover lands to homesteaders. Hundreds of square miles
of Douglas fir and other commercial timber grew in the Coast Range mountains and
could be effectively reached with the development of a railroad. Construction on the
rail line began in September lX)Z and the first train ran from Dallas to Falls City on
ll'4ay ?ß,1903.8

The railroad allowed a wide market beyond local consumption and the mills
near Falls City flourished (see Figure Ð. The Montgomery's mill was sold and
prospered as the Falls City Lumber Company under the ownership of Graham
Griswold and Will T. Grier. The operation w¿N expanded to include a planing mill
located at Falls City and two sawmills, known as Mills I and2,located approximately



four miles southwest of Falls City near Black Rock. Flumes were built from the two
outlying sawmills to transport lols to their planing operation in Falls City.

logging railroad benveen Mill I and Mill 2 a

inlõttré woods. But because it was cheaper to flume their green lumber from the two
mills to the planer at Falls City, they didhot extend their railroad ûo connect with the
sFc&rw.

The years betw
1915 often sited as the
Company, operated by
to fifteen other smaller
amounts of timber were harvested from th
matter of time before companies would leave the a¡ea in search of new timber sources.

HISTORIC CONTÐ(T DESCRIPTION

Figure 5. Photo taken from postcard showing Falls City's Lumberlndustry.

@xact date unknown, but taken sometime between 18f}3 and 1938')

-
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HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

highest point with nearly
City Lumber Company
er small mills also began to
standstill for the a¡ea when

1930, the population of Falls City had
Lumber Company mill in Falls City sat

The mill at Valsetz sqrtd up again in 1916 and two years later, l-oren Cooper
moved his milling operation from Airlie to lalls City near the site of the old
Montgomery mill of the 1890s. Cooper operated his mill until 1943, then sold it ûo
William and Martha Fern who operated it until Ig44whenthey sold the timber holdings
and the mill machinery to Willamette Industries. The buildings and land became the
property of the City of Falls City.

In lfX5,Ike Bartell and Walær Sc
Atlas Lumber Company, renting the buildin
enlarged the buildings and added mac
before converting to electric power to
mill at this site, they installed a planing mill
South Main Street to facilitate shipping the lumber by rail.

. 4lm_olglt the renewed lumber industry kept Falls City from becoming a ghost
town in the 19Os and 1950s, the operations were small and the city never recovéred
from the decline of the early 1920s. The largest of the mid-centurymills was the Atlas
Lumber company, which employed an average of only seventeen men when the
AtlasLumber Company mill burned in July 1fb5, the lumber industry in Falls City
ended.

AGRICULTURE

Although Falls City ha.s been primarily an industrial lumber mill town,
agriculture has played an import¡nt role in its history. Before the develop of the mills
that brought the úown to its heyday, the rural valley was dotted with family farms. As
was typical of many early agricultural areas, the settlers grew wheat and oiher small
grains and raised stock.

V/ith time, large farms were suMivided and parcels sold or rented and the land
wa.s used more extensively for farming. But old agricultural practices were ruinous.
Unwise farming practices, which stemmed from the belief of tnlimited return, wore out
the soil reducing the crop yields. open range grazing decreased and range was
confined to valley tracts.9 New methods of farming were necessary and a number of
area farmers began experimenting with new crops.

In 1882, Mr. Moyer pioneered the hop growing business as an experiment.l0
For several years, hops was an important and successful crop in the LittleLuckiamute
valley. Chinese labor was brought in to grub the land of thebrush that had returned in
order to clear labor, hopgrowers.used velop the-
new agricultu restñctions
of the reservation while working for hops growers.12

1l



HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

A festive atrnosphere was often associated with the hop industry as

characterized by appeals such as the following:

WANTED: 1000 pickers for...Hop Field.,,We pay $1.10 per 100 pounds...
Perfect accommodations, food at city prices; free whiskey, dance five nights in the

week, evangelists on Sunday and a hell of a time.13

People attracted to the money or excitement were regular pickers year afær year.
In addition, many area families worked the hops fìelds ûo earn enough money to buy
school books and clothes for their children. Hops barns used for drying hops dotted
the valley between Dallas and Falls City and were indicaûors of a flourishing
agricultural industry for decades. By the 1950s, however, the hops industry was gone
from the valley.

The fruit industry, which got a relatively early start in Oregon in the 1880s, did
not get a foothold in the Little Luckiamute valley until after the anival of the railroad in
1903, In 1909, The Falls City News reporæd that A.D. Jamas, an experienced fruit
grower, had purchased a farm south of Falls City and found the soil to be especially
adapted to raising berries and fruits, in which he inænded to engage on a large scale.l4
The growth of the fruit industry was illustrated by the list of growers in the I9Il-1912
Gazetteer which included F. Byerly, market gardener; V/.4. Cobb, berry grower; Falls
City l-and Co., Dave R. Hall, Mgr., Farms, Fruit and Berry l¿,nd; Thos. D.
Hollowell, gardener; L.R. Kimes, fruit grower; J.S. Powell, gardener; and Mrs. F.O.
Wolfe, florist.ls Geographically, the fruit industry was found in and around Falls
City. Kimes farm wa.s high in the hills to the northwest of town, Hollowell developed
a grape and vegetable farm and greenhouses on the hill just north of North Main Street,
and Wolfe's farm was southeast of town on Tater Hill.

The development of fruit tracts continued through the 1910s and early lE2Os
In addition ûo the shipping of fresh fruit via rail, a cannery was started at Falls City by
A. Rupert and C.J. Pugh in 1919. Pugh was the manufacturer of the first loganberry
juice in a commercial manner.16 The cannery closed during the Depression.

The most successful and longest lived of the Falls City fruit enterprises w¿¡s run
by the W.V. Sample family. In about 1920, their acrea.Ee in the hills just north of ûown
was planæd to prunes, peaches, loganberries and apples. Their business prospered for
over seven decades and included a packing house in which quality fruits came from as

far away a.s Hood River and the Yakima valley in Washington.lT

Although the increase in dairying in Polk County didn't begin until after about
1910, a related industry appeared in Falls City as early as 1905 when the Vic brothers
opened the Falls City Creamery Company where they sold butter. The 1928 Sanborn
Fire Insurance Map shows the Falls City Roquefort Cheese located on South Main
Street.

Agrarian businesses continued to be listed in the l93l-32 Gazetteer. In addition
to hops growers and fruit growers, there were a number of dairy farmers, walnut
growers, and poultry breeders listed. After World V/ar II, there was a brief burst of
energy in the prune industry due to the demand for prunes in Europe. Soon after,
however, many orchards became idle and were eventually removed to open land for the
more general farming of today. With the exception of the Sample orchards on the north
hill, Falls City's years as a viable agricultural commercial center ended in the 1950s.

T2



HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

TRANS PORTATION AND COMMU NICATION

Falls City is located about th¡ee-and-a-half miles west of where the old
California Trail crossed the Little Luckiamute River. This trail was an early major
north-south artery running from Ft. Vancouver on the Columbia River down to
California and wa.s used by the Hudson Bay Company during its fur trapping
campigns, as well as by Native American Indian tribes in the valley.

As settlers moved into the Little Luckiamute valley, new routes of travel were
established. An 1854 survey charts the California Trail, as well as a road which went
north over the ridge to the Rickreall Cræk and down into Dallas. This route, known as

the Hill Road, was an important route for many yeårs to come a.s one of only two
between Falls City and Dallas. The other route, the valley road which went through
Bridgeport, was often impassable in winær.l8 In 1901 a road from Falls City to the
Dallas-I-ewisville highway north of Bridgeport wa.s built, shortening the trip of either
of the other two routes.

A stage, operated by Elmer Gilliam, ran between Falls City and Dallas in the
1890s and early 1900s. A one-way trip to Dallas mst thirty-five cents in 19Ol and had
risen to fifty cents by l9g3.te The arrival of passenger service on the railroad,
however, brought an end to the stage line.

In 1901, l,ouis Gerlinger, Sr. incorporated the Salem, Falls City and Western
Railway company. Construction on the rail line began in September I%2and the first
train ran from Dallas to Falls City on Il'lay ?ß,1903. The rail line entered Falls City on
the south side of the river connecting with the small depot and several mills.
Regular passenger service on the Salem, Falls City & Western Railway lasæd from
1903 th¡ough tY29.

The first automobile arrived in Falls City in 1905. As a newsworthy event, it
was reported in the local papen "The fìrst automobile ever seen in Falls city was driven
into town Tuesday by Charles Dick, of Portland.n2o Undoubædly, it was not long
before more autos followed. Motorized transportation led ûo the development of the
motor stage service, which ran for several years between Falls City and Dallas. Motor
stage companies included the Parker Stage Compa.ny, later the Oregon Søges
company, and the S.P. Busses company.2l

The condition of roads, however, continued to be a problem as autos and motor
stages traveled the dirt and gravel routes. The roads from Falls City to Dallas were not
surfaced with macadam until 1936.

Bridges were instrumental to facilitating travel. The ea¡liest reference ûo a
bridge in the Little Luckiamute valley was in the Provisional [-and Claim of John
Chamberlain in 1&8. This bridge was located near the old California Trail where the
community of Bridgeport developed. By the 1880s, however, settlers in the area that
would become Falls City wanted a bridge closer to the head of the valley. Travel from
the south side of the river to the north side meant using an unsafe ford or taking a
longer route !o cross the bridge at Bridgeport. County Commission records indicate
thaf a bridge across the Little Luckiamute on the road known as the C.G. Rowell Road
was constructed in 1888.22 This bridge wa.s used for about fifty years before being
washed out by a flood. It was never rebuilt.

l3



HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

The first documented bridge across the river in the new town of Falls City was
a wooden bridge built in 1891 and was known as the Bridge Street Bridge. By 1906,
there wa^s a need for additional bridges in Falls City. The Dayton Street Bridge was
built during the winter of 190G19û7. A pedestrian bridge from the depot ûo the north
side of town was built in August 1907. And the old wooden bridge was replaced with
a steel bridge during the Fall of I9Û7,ts

This steel bridge was the prima¡y river crossing for the logging trucks. Heavy
use resulted in deterioration and the bridge was repaire d in 1947.24 The bridge, which
sat at 90' angles to the streets, posed problems for larger logging trucks and in 1958, a
new concrete deck girder bridge, which crossed the river at a wider angle, was built.
The installation of the bridge at this angle, however, resulted in the loss of several
historic buildings on North Main Street.

The Dayton Street bridge was closed to traffic and converted to a pedestrian
bridge in the 1950s. The original pedestian bridge was first rebuilt in 1971 by_the
Seabees. Due ûo deterioration it was again n uilt in 1990 by the Salem Naval Reserve

Seebee Unit 0818, with help from local volunteers.ã

Not all contact with the broader world was dependent upon road or rail travel.
Falls City had telephone communication by
first telephone system was developed by Jo
system was located in the Thompson Drug S

on Uottr sides of the river. In 1907, Cliff Pugh was granted a telephone franchise from
the Mutual telephone line and the switch board for this system was located in his
jewelry store.

Newspapers were als s

was regularlyreported in the the
Observer (later combined as wn
"Falls City News" column. ln IX)2, Falls City got its own newspaper when Mr.
Leavitt started The Falls Citl¡ Læader on May I,lWL

Other newspapers followed, including the Argus, edited by Mr. Calloway and
the Falls Cit]¡ L-oggèr, edited by Virgil Averill and John Chamberlain. [n 1906, the
local newspaper became the News, edited by C.L. Stan. Under the same name, the
paper passed through a succession of editors and owners, includlng R.M. French,
C.W. [æe, and Wood & Son. The last paper published in Falls City was the
Enterprise, which was begun in 1925 by George M. Cole. l-ater owners were T.C.
Andeison, and Mrs. Mallery. The paper lasæd into the early 1930s.

C O MMERC I AL D EV ELO P MENT

n

firms:"

Montgomery & Sawtell, manufacture all kinds of rough and dressed

lumber; Courter Bros., general merchandise; Gtiggt & MacFarlane, general merchandise;

Joseph Wankey, boot and shoe store; J.B. Teal, hydraulic and general contractor; Frank
Butler, sr¡rveyor, leveller and draughtsman; V.A. Scblappi, land and timber locator;
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HISTORIC CONTÐ(T DESCRIPTION

Sta¡ Grain Cruser @unce's pat€nt) at Falls City foundry, E, Bunce mana-ger. Send for
circulars: J.T. Starr, blacksmith and dealerin agdilln¡ral implements'26

rWhen the Montgomerys and the Falls City Development Company platted their
townsites in 1891, two main sheets (North vlain and South Main) were created.

.n
nesses

rtore and grocery owned by Fred Raymond,
a confectionery and ba¡ber shop owned by Elmer Gilliam, and a drug store owned by
Dr. Measman.æ

regularly charted the commercial
, additional businesses included
A. Emmitt, a shoe store owned bY C.

Thompson (Thompson's drug store was
f Falls City). I-ouis Pfandhoefer was the

town's doctor.29

Banking was added to the list of businesses in the 1903-1904 dlrectory.
General stores were being run by John S. Courûer and E.H. Watkins, along with a
general store run by the Bryan-Lucas Lumber Company._ Other new businesses

included a confectionery oivned by R.R. Bettis, a livery business run by Dennis &
Hughes, and a meat market owned by O.P. H"qry. Ralph Hall was listed as a barber,
Hinshaw and lr¿vitt as real estate agents, a Jacob Wagner as a blacksmith. A new
hotel, operated by Stan and March, had been built And Cliff J. Pugh, 4_so long
associated with Falls City's commercial history, was listed as ajeweler'3O

Commercial growth continued into 1905-1906 as existing businessesexpanded
and new businesses were opened. Bettis had expanded his business to include the sale

of cigars, Pugh had added ã confectionery to his jewelry store, and Courter had
changed to tlie furniture business. Pear Bryant had opgneda ryillinery_and notions
busintss, the Vic brothers were listed as proprietors of the Falls City Creamery, J.M.
Stark was listed as the president of the Falls City Mercantile Company, J.A. Wright
and O. Sampson had opened a livery stab state and
insurance and served the community as a first time, two
saloons listed, one run by Thoma.s Edgar The town had
been ndryn until it was re-incorporaæd in 1903. Mrs. Fugitt,,qlong with Maty Carty,
ran the Falls City Hotel. Mrs. Mary Montgomery ran a boarding house. Dr.
Pfandhoefer was joined by fellow physician, W.E. Perry.lt

Many of the same businesses were listed in the 1909-1910 directory. ^New
listings inctrided a bakery under the ownershll of DominicTollar; the Bank of Falls
City ú/ift R.M. Williamð as President; a confectionery run by Bert Dennis; a general

15



HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

merchandise store operated by Patrick Doyle;meat markets run by Henry Gorke & Joel
Shaw, Grant McGuire, and Albert E. West; a furniture store owned by David Grant;
dnig stores operated by George L. McMurphy and Hirem Fugitt; a tailor shop run by
Charles Harrund; a grocery operated by William F. Muscatt; and a large general
merchandise store operaûed by Walter Tooze. The livery was under the ownership of
Samuel Newkirk and his sons, Simon and Gared. Saloons were run by George L.
McMurphy, C.W. Mathews and W.W. Chappell. Mathews and M.W. Walker were
lisæd as the proprietors of the Hotel Walker. J.C. Talbott was the manager of the
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Co.33

By 1911-1912, a number of nold-timersn had expanded their businesses. Pugh
and Thompson had started the Gem Theater to show "moving pictures." Pugh was
also listed as the manager of the Dallas Telephone Company (in addition to his jewelry
business) and Thompson had added a line of stationary to his drug store. [.and
development was of growing importance and Allen Courter was listed as selling real
estate, William and M.G. Ellis ran the Ellis [-and Co., and Dave R. Hall managed the
Falls City l-and Company. New businesses continued to spring up. W. H.
Dairyremple opened a ha¡dware store, A.G. Baker opened a hardwa¡e and second hand
store, Carroll David opened a hardware and plumbing shop, and G.D. Treat and W.E.
Gilbert opened a hardware, flour and feed store. F.M. Baker opened a racket store and
Mrs. F.M. Baker opened a millinery shop, as did Orline Mead. Resüaurants were
opened by Oliver Baker and B.G. Frost. G. L. Brentner, E.S. Rich and A.B. Servey
operated general merchandise stores. New furniture business were started by F.V.
Dennis & C.J. Richey and W.K. Southwell.3a

The community also got its first lawyer when attorney John H. Flower, also a
notary public, opened an office. The French Brothers operated a publishing company.
Chas E. McPherren set up a photography business. A billiards parlor was opened by
John Nort, William L. Sykes became the town's second barber, and Florence Wolfe,
who had been in the area since 1888 and had long brought attention to the community
through her work at the Polk County and Staæ fairs and at the Lewis & Cla¡k
Exposition in Portland, began her business as a florisl W.E. Newsom was listed as
the manager of the electric light company and G.M. Tice was the manager of the Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company.3s

As Falls City entered its peak years, the business community had many familiar
names associated with long-established businesses. New businesses, however,
continued to appeil and included E.P. Brown, a plumber; Samuel Gates, a barber;
Justin Hunger who operated a livery; O.M. Mahr, owner of a general merchandise
store; E.E. Paddock, who opened a hardware store; A.B. Servey, owner of a men's
furnishings store; and S.R. Skeels and F.A. Dutton, who ran a real estate and
insurance business. Of great importance was the arrival of Dr. S.M. Hellwarth, a
physician who specialized in mill injuries.36 lsee Figures 6 and7.)

Falls City continued to grow and prosper in 1915-1916. The town's first
dentist, A.G. Atwood, arrived and the town had its first gara5e, run by E.P. Brown.
Harvey Strayer w¿ìs a new lawyer. One hotel was renamed the Madena Hotel after its
two proprietors, Mae Nichols and Dena Dennis. The New Falls City Hoûel was
manãged by F. Droege. Cliff Pugh was then in the business of fruit juice
manufacturing and William A. Persey was the new jeweler.3T

The years of the First World War were stable years for the community and
brought little change to the business community. Only two new names appeared in the
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Figure 6. North lvfain Street Commercial Dstrict' 1912'
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Figure 7. North Main Commercial Dstrict, Falls City' Oregon'- 
SanbomFirelnsu¡ance MaP, 1913.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

business directory: J.O. Michaelson was listed as a realtor and Mr. Woods was listed
as the publisher of the newspaper. The stability continued for the two years after the
war, as well, with the only business changes of note being that Merrit Thompson had
become the president of the Bank of Falls City and C.H. Fisher was listed as a
jeweler.3s

In January I92L, the Oregon Statesman newspaper published an article about
Falls City as it enæred its fourth decade a.s a ûown. The article, written by and paid for
by local businesses, promoæd the spirit of the town with 1200 people. And although
the business directories for IV2I-22 and lE22-?3 showed a fairly stable business
community, the spirit did not la.st. The large mill closed in lV22 and moved ûo Valsetz
and although the impact was not immediate, the 1920s saw a rapid decline in the
community.

By l93l-L932, Falls City's population had plummeted to just under 500 and
the nature of business enterprises had changed. Instead of the many commercial
ventures of the past, the directory listed hop growers, walnut growers, dairy farmers
and poultry breeders, as well as pastors and carpenters. Also listed were a billiard
parlor operated by Frank Mack, a confectionery run by Lucille Mack, an auto repair
owned by E.P. Brown, and Merrit Thompson's drug store remained.39 The bank,
which fell victim to the local economic crisis as well as the national one, closed in
1931.40

The mill in Valsetz shut down in 1V29., but re-opened in 1936. This served to
stimulate the economy a bit, but businesses in Falls City were still sparse. A local
directory listed Brown's gaftIge, Davis'grocery store, Helms' general store, Mack's
confectionery, and Thompson's drug store that year.al By 194O, the population had
again grown to nearly 800 residents, but the number of businesses w¿rs still small.
Brown's garage, Francis's Red & Whiûe Store, Helm's general store, and Mack's
confectionery were still listed. And although Menit Thompson had died, his family
continued to operate the drug sûore.42

The re-opening of local mills in the 194Os and 1950s brought a small amount of
business back to the community. In 1957 Bef. Maxwell, of the Capital Journal, visited
Falls City. In an article he wrote for the paper, he said that the business district of Falls
City consisted of two grocery stores, four garages, a feed store, two cafes, an
appliance store, a sporting goods store, a variety sûore, a drug sûore, two taverns and
other interests offering the community goods and services.43 (See Figure 8.)

Falls City remained fairly stable into the mid-1960s. After the Atlas Lumber
Company mill burned in 1965, the community again saw a loss of population and
business. In the last 30 years, the commercial buildings, many with their false fronts
reminiscent of earlier days, have disappeared one by one until there are almost no
reminders of the townrs heyday. Today, only a handful of businesses are found in
Falls City.
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Figrue 8. North Main Street Commercial District, Falls City, 1947.

GOVERNMENT

Having been founded in 1889, Falls City was platted in February 1891 by
Hugh S. and Esther Montgomery (on the south side of the river) and in July 1891 by
the Falls City Development Company (on the north side of the river). Both plats were
originally known as Falls City and each had a Main Street, but the one of the south side
of the river later became known as the Montgomery Addition. On February ?ß,18q3,
the nPlat of the First Addition ûo Falls City, Oregon" lvas created which extended the
to\ryn's potential growth higher up the north hill and considerably west on the north
bank of the Little Luckiamute. At this time the Upper Pa¡k was laid out just north of
Palmehn Road, which is now called Mitchell Street.aa

Even before the First Addition was platted, a bill to incorporate Falls City had
passed both houses of the legislature and was awaiting the governor's signature. The
charter spelled out the form of local government to be used, the powers of jurisdiction
in criminal and civil maters, the powers to levy and collect taxes, and the powers to
address the morality of the community. Included in Section 5 of the Charter:

The Council shall restrain and suppress ba¡rooms, tippling-houses, saloons,
bowling alleys, and beer gardens, bawdy houses or houses of ill fame, gambling and
gambling houses, and the manufacture, sale, or gift of spirinrous, vinous, malt, or
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and shall rest¡ain and prevent any riot, noise,
disturbmce, or disorderly conduct in any stre€t, house, or other place with the corporation,
and prevent the carrying of deadly weapons in a concealed ¡*nner.45
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This charter, which was signed into law in 1893, was rescinded in 1901 and a

new charter was created in 1903. ít was created by an Act which read:

whether in conflict with this act or othenrise'6

The bill passed the House on January ZT,th2senate on Fe-b¡1uary 17, 19O3, and

was filed in ttré öffice of the Secretary of Stä , on February U,I9O3.

In , using the old dam built years ago for

the Montg a ohve-foot diversion dam that sent

water into

Staæs Power ComPanY.

son, Albert Teal and his wife, Eva,

"the Rattling SPrings" and the

irrigation of gardens and lawns.na9 A s

Ma! tt, 1920, gave the right to use the

Creek.o5o

The Falls CitY Volunteer Fire
Zimmerman served as the first Fire C

"urtt 
lo"ut"¿ at different points in town' A w¿ls

built in lV22 and towed either behind a car
as Fire Chief from IWI until his retiremen

The articles of incorporation mandated the construction and maintenance of a

citv iail. Àtthouetr the exact date of co a small j.ail appears on

;h:íiöiä ilüË-Fñ tnsurance t,tap. l, wþclr has not ben
ür"¿ *i*" tfre rXiX,ltlõut"¿ at thê east and l'rbrary' which was

constructed in c.1915 and is in continued use today's2

The onl was thePostoffice'

The firsi posáì as established in the

frome of Ërank falls in 1885' The.post

;ifù *oiø ttt. postmark of osyracuse." With the increased momentum to establish
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the town near the falls, the post offîce was moved to that a¡ea and established on June

6, 1889 with James P. Stari as postmaster. Frank Hubbard, who moved to Falls City,
wæ made postmaster again on 

-October ?ß,Iæ9 and was followed by John C'

McFarlane on June 26,I89O.5'3

On November25,l890, George W. Griggs became postmaster, a pos_t which
he held for several years. A small posioffice had been built at the east end of Main
Street. Upon his rètirement, the post offìce was moved to Thompson's drug store

where Merrit Thompson served as postmaster until 1911.54

John Beazley became postmaster in 1911, moving the poqt offlce_to^ abuilding
where the fire hall riow starìds. Ira C. Mehrling was postmaster by 1915, followed by
Ronald White and Earl Watt. In l934,Jack Strauss tryas made postmaster, a position

he held for twenty years.ss During the later part of hig !erm, -t!" pqtt office was moved
of North Main and 3rd Streets, where the

river during the summer
until 19&1. Since that

time, Virginia nGinger" Lindekugel, the fi stress in Falls City, has

held the position.

CULTURE: EDUC'4TION

The school and the s as

purveyors of the values of institution,
ihe common cultural bond torial
government of Oregon encouraged the development of schools within its boundaries

lnhen it adopted thðTenitory's first school law on September 5, 1849.s6

Although the exact location is not known, ion in
the Little Luckiamute valley was held the summer
twenty-six pupils. It was ai that time that the Cou
boundaries be-drawn throughout the coun ary created for the valleywas
large enough - the Little Luckiamute. The
rivér was tñe school was known as "District
No. 1 on the North Luckiamute.n The number was changed to n7u around 1860 and in
about 18ó9, the name 'Bridgeportn first appeared on the records for the district.t

The first school building in the valley, referred ûo as the Waymire School, was

constructed in 1855 by Frederick Waymire, and was located on the bank of the Little
Luckiamute near the southeast cornerof the V/ilson Leo DLC, two and a half miles

below the falls.ss A school has existed on this site ever since.

As the population of the valley grew and settlement near the falls increa.sed, it
was inevitabteìhat the school district would split and a new school would be

established.

The first school district in what was to become Falls City, was organized in
1885. The Board of Directors consisted of L.R. Kimes, O.C. Churchill, Robert Ford,
and J.N. Hart. The board decided to build a school on the southwest corner of John
l-ockarts' land. The school was known as the Pleasant Valley School. The first
teacher wa^s Mary Palmehn and the enrollment was thirty-five pupils in seven grades.

))



HISTORIC CONTEXT DES CRIPTION

The building was enlarged and converted to a residence by the Frink family when a

newer, larger school was constructed.Sg

As more settlers moved into the a¡ea and Falls City grew, the Pleasant Valley
School building þecame tm small and it wÍ¡s necessary to rent a hal-l-u_ntil a.larger

."fto"f house óuld be built. The new school was constructed in 1892 on the north hill

afs.

Hart was the first principal.eo A third room
classrooms were completed in 1907.

In c. 1909, an addition was built and two rooms in the basement were finished
for use as domestic science and manual training classrooms. The manual trai_ning class

** r"*grzed for furniture produced for the Ba* of Falls City, as well as furniture

sold to bisinesses for a proh[ to the school.61 Eventuallytwolor!.grades were added

and the first graduation 
-of 

a twelfth grade class was in 1911. (See Figure 9.)

Construction on the high school began in the winter of |V2O-IT21. The doors

opened in the fall of l92l and the first class grq4Ìating in 1922.62 The concreæ school

#as built on a four acre site on the south side of North-Main Street, on the site of the

former home of Dr. Pfandhoefer. His 19û7 hospital was located just east of the

school. The high school is still in use today'

When the grade school burned in 1f88, cla.sses were held-at the_high school and

a church until a new school could be built. The new grade school is still used today.

s City. The first Seventh-Day Adventist
School est oi Ûown in a rented building which had

been a was Violet Brown who taught seventeen to
twenty-four students the second
lis Street where a one-room building

ed need for space, the school moved to a

new location on Bryant Street inIV2O. InL94,f., the school moved to l-omba¡d Street,

south of the river, where a24-fætby 4'Gfoot building served eight grades. In 1948,

another small building was added for grades nine and ten'6

CULTARE: REUGION

The earliest church services in the community were held in the Pleasant Valley

Schoor. But with the emergence of the ûown, 
i1f3iliT:f.Jå1'åi,tisoiäiil"f3i',"r,

building stood facing that street until 1933,
to face South Main (see Figure 10)' The
e, even though money was limited due to

h
and it was finally finished and dedicated in 1953. A new sanctuary was added in
1991.64
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Figrue 9. Two Falls City Schools: Pleasant Valley School enlarged and converted to Frink
House (foreground) and Falls City Grade School (on hill in background).
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Figure 10. Free Methodist Church, c.1930s.

The Falls City Methodist Episcopal Church was incorporated on December 31,
1892. Lots for a church building were donated by M. Shurtliff of the Falls City Real
Estate Company. The members asked local sawmill owner, John Teal, Sr., to
contribute lumber for the church. He agreed to provide the trees if members would cut
them and bring them to the mill where he would cut them. All of the labor was
donated. Fred Raymond served as head carpenter. The church, named'Betilah M.E.
Church,u opened for worship in 1893, even before the windows and doors were
installed. A lot for a parsonage was purchased in 1897 and the house was built in
1899. In time, the Methodist Episcopal Church unified with other branches to form
'The Methodist Church" in L939. In 1fti8, a merger with the Evangelical United
Brethren created 'The Uniæd Methodist Church,n which is the official name of the
Falls City church, which still stands, today. The parsonage, however, is gone.6s

The Falls City Christian Church was organized in the early 1890s. The
congregation first met in a room over a meat market on North Main Street. Wanting a
church of their own, a small building about l2-foot by lGfoot was built and was
known as the "Mushroom Church" because of its quick construction. After a new
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church was constructed in 1900, this small
burned. The new church had a full basemen

wiirdows and a full balcony. There were ori
street to the main entrance (these stairs were
logging truck ran into them, knocting them loc
utitit tti" 1950s when it was razed'. (intil a new church was completed, the

h. The present church building wa-s

G. W. I-etterman of Salem. The formal

In their early years, the Seventh Day Adventists began meeting-together.in a

home on what is now fnown a.s Valsetz Road. Their hrst small church was built by

volunteer labor on South Main Street at the foot of L-ombard Street ¿rcross from the

present-day Christian
over the years, it was
new church in L94:7.

The old church building wa.s used by vari
1970s.67

A German Lutheran church was organized, but a church building wa^s never

built. The congregation met instead in
Rev. Croue ofÉatém during the town' the

Tollar Bakery and Mrs. Tollar was the daug

Lutheran minister in Austria for 35 years before coming to Falls City in 1896.68

There was for a short time, a Catholic Church, called the Church of St. Mary
Magdelene, located on the north hill a short distance from the steos to the school. The
datãof construction is unknown, but it may have been built as early as the late 1890s or
a.s late as 1909. There was never a resident priest and the church burned in the late

1f/20s, never to be replaced. A persistent rumor claims that the Ku Klux Klan was

responsible for the fire.

as The Epworth I-eague Institute which
1930s in the Upper Park. The

and a 1928 maP shows the location
ed with sleeping dormitories,

showers, dining/kitchen facilities and a tabernacle or auditorium. Steps were

constn¡cted fro:m Mitchell Street down to the river where the dam creåted, according to

some, "one of the fìnest swimming holes in the world."69

CULTURE: FUNERARY

Falls City's earliest burials were in the Hubbard Cemetery which had been used

since the 1860s. 
- 
It is located on a ridge one mile southeast of town above the

Bridgeport Road.

Because
Association was
purchased from e

inile east of tow olk County Records on December 11, 1893

as the "Falls City Cemetery Grounds, an Unincorporated Association."T0 Some

bodies were disinæned from the Hubbard Cemetery and moved to the new city
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cemetery. On January 6, 1930, the Falls City Cemetery Association deeded the
cemeûery to the City of Falls City.

In 1907, the Independent Order of Odds Fellows (I.O.O.Ð established a
cemetery on the south side of the highway, just south of Falls City Cemetery. It, too,
was taken over the City of Falls City when the lodge disbanded.Tl

CULTARE: FRATERNAL, SOCIAL AND HUMANITARIAN MOVEMENTS

Falls City had several active organizations which contribuæd to the
community's life. Included were the Odd Fellows (LO.O.Ð, the Rebekahs, the
Masons, the Knights of þthias, the Pythian Sisters, the Modern Woodsmen of
American, the Royal Neighbors of American, the Woodmen of the'World, and Women
of Woodcraft. There wa.s also an active grange organization.

Many of the organizations met in a local meeting hall which was, over time,
known by several names. The hall, which was built and managed by Jacob Wagner,
was originally known as Wagner Hall. He, along with his parents and several family
membem came from the Austro-Hungarian Empire and during World War I, he was
compelled to change the name of the hall to Victory Hall in order to continue bookings.
It was also known as Rebekah Hall for a period of time. On the 1913 Sanborn Fire
Insurance Maps, its is listed as the "Opera Housen and on the 19?ß Sanborn maps as a
"Gymnasium.'72 The building was demolished in 1980.æ

Although an earlier reading room existed, the public library was established in
1915 by Mrs. Worthington. The library was located in the southwest corner of the City
Hall Building. According ûo Mrs. R.L. Eggert, who became the librarian in 1f)38 when
the library had only about 500 books, the library had about 3000 volumesby 1972. ln
1!)50, the Falls City Garden Club adopted the library as a project and gave the interior
na major face-lift."7a

CULTURE: RECREATION

Wagner Hall was also the site of many of the town's social and recreational
activities. Dances, potluck dinners, community plays, high school graduations, roller
skating, political meetings, and other activities were held in this building for several
decades. Between I9I7 and 1925, the hall was also used several times a year for live
performances by the Chautauqua players.

Falls City was an early sports town. A baseball field in the Upper Park was
much in use. One of the pitchers was a dentist who had played professional ball
elsewhere. Some remember aJapanese team which formed in about 1910 from a group
brought here to work in the timber industry. The Mack family built a park nvo miles
west of town in 1fB9 as a home for a baseball league. The early interest in community
baseball ended with the coming of World War II.7s

Much of Falls City's recreation was related to its natural resources. The river,
with its scenic falls, were focal poins in the area. The falls were a destination for
groups having picnics or holiday celebrations and provided a dramatic backdrop for
concerts by the Falls City band (see Figure 11). The dam above the falls created a
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swimming hole, now long gone, d* P many in memory. Fishing along the river has

¿*ð ænä popûtar pastiñã, as are outings to the park below the falls.

Figure 11. Falls on the Little Luckiamute River, Falls City.
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CULTURE: MEDICINE

Prior ûo Falls City having its own doctor, medical atûention for sickness and
injuries was provided by Dr. J.E. Kirkpatrick or Dr. Wood, who would æme to Falls
City from Dallas. In the 1890s, Dr. Brown practiced medicine in Falls City.z0

By 1901, l.ouis Pfandhoefer and his wife and children had relocated from New
York and he was practicing medicine in Falls City. Dr. W.E. Perry joined Dr.
Pfandhoefer in practice in c.1905. InIX)7, Dr. Pfandhoefer built a hospital on the
south side of North Main Street near his residence. The hospital, which was 32feetby
42fee\ was heated by steam and included other modern conveniences. Charles Dieling
was the contractor and builder.Tt Dr. Pfandhoefer died in 1914.

Other physicians who worked in Falls City were Dr. H.E. Kelty, who practiced
from 19û7 to 1908, Dr. W.B. Officer, who practiced from 1911-1916, and Dr. S.M.
Hellwarth, a specialist in mill injuries, who was retained by the mills and practiced
from 1913 to L922. He was followed by Dr. C.P. Horne in L9)3, who practiced until
the early 1fÐ0s. Afær Dr. Horne left, Fills City was without a doctor uätil a new
practice was started in the late 1970s.æ

CULTURE : RES IDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

The earliest residential dwellings in the area rryere those of settlers who took
glaims or bought land in the Little Luckiamute valley. Most of these dwellings were
farm houses and were accompanied by various outbuildings. Typically, buildings
consüucted by early settlers were small and simple, utilizing available materials and
traditional techniques of construction.

V/ith the founding of Falls City, however, the number of residential buildings
began to grow in proportion to the growing population. Both of the 1891 plats
included residential blocks and before long, houses appeared throughout these areas on
both sides of the river. The exact number of houses built each year is not known, but
records indicate that in 1907 alone, over 50 houses were constructed.

The 1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show a thriving residential community,
with a number of houses located on each side of the river. Although there are reports
that local builders may have constructed two or three identical houses next ûo each
other, there are only two developments that appear to have been built as nworker

housing.o Eight small dwellings, built in a row, faced Chamberlain Street south of the
Falls City Lumber Company mill and on South Main between Montgomery and Bridge
Streets, there were two nsetsn of dwellings (one tri-plex, one duplex).?g

The majority of the community's residential stock was constructed by 1915.
The 1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show very few new houses, and in fact,
indicate the some of the earlier houses were already gone.e After the town's initial
decline in the 1920s, few houses were construcûed until afær World Vy'ar II, and then
only a modest amount of new construction occurred. More recently, as Falls City has
felt some pressure to develop into a bedroom mmmunity for Dallas, Salem and
Corvallis, new residential construction has picked up and begun to fìll into the historic
residential nei ghborhoods.
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HISTORIC PROPERTIES UKELY TO BE FOUND

Rock Site, and the pioneer Falls City Cemetery.

been mnducted, an in-field windshield
. This windshield survey helPed
e determining which resource

Building trends historically were based largely-on the vernacula¡ tradition.
There is eviderñe, however, that some elements of a¡-chitectural styles were represented

- th" city's buildí e builder'
Early coñrmercial town")
verríon' Some re disPlaY

tructed

The exact number of builders who worked in Falls City is not known . Those

builders, contractors, draughtsman, carpenters, and designers who are known Ûo have

conrributed to Falls Óity's úpbuilding include John B. Teal,.SquirlMcFarland (who
ely in Êenton County), R.M. Gilbert, Frank Butler, Fred and V/ill
er, and Charles Dieling. Undoubtedly there were others,
boom perid be¡veen about 1907 and 1915.

HISTORIC RESOURCE TYPES

c class of related hisûoric properties. For the
n the basis of thematic association
tihed in the historical development of Falls
. The seven themes are Settlement,Industry

on and Communication, Commercial
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The following resource types, based on the list developed by SHPO, are likely
to be found in association with each theme. It should be noted that there may be

' overlap between categories. For example, settlement-related resources may overlap
with agricultural-related resources, and agricultural-related resources may overlap with
industrial-related resources.

Settlcment

The resource types associaæd with the theme of Settlemezl , and those
resources poûentially relaæd to Falls City's history, may include agricultural
outbuildings, agricultural fields, cemeteries and grave sites, farm sites, farmhouses,
mills and mill-related resourc€s, natural features (such as rivers and waûerfalls),
residences, trails and early roads.

Indwtry and Mønufacturing

The resource types associated with the theme of Industry and Manufacturing,
and those resource types potentially related ûo Falls City's hisûory, may include
industrial resources such a^s mills and factories (grist mills, sawmills, sash and door
factories), mill-related resources (such as flumes, millraces, tailraces, log ponds),
machine shops, energy-related resources (such as dams and hydropower systems), and
agncultural industry facilities (such as canneries, creameries, and cheese factories).

Agriculture

The resource types associated with the theme of Agriculture, andthose resource
types potentially related to Falls City's history, may include farmhouses, agricultural
outbuildings (such as barns, corrals, equipment sheds, smokehouses, granaries, root
cellars, chicken houses, and storage buildings), hops barns, fruit houses, prune and
nut dryers, greenhouses, agricultural fTelds, orchards, and agricultural industry
facilities (such as food processing factories including creameries, cheese factories, and
canneries).

Transportation and Convnunicalion

The resource types associated with the theme of Transportntion and
Communication, and those resource types poûentially related to Falls City's history,
may include trails, wagon roads, stage routes, highways, railroads, depots, rail service
facilities, bridges, automobile dealers and garages, and gas stations.

C o rvne r c i aJ D ev e lo prne nt

The resource types associated with the theme of Commercial Development, and
those resource types potentially relaæd to Falls City's hisûory, may include stores (such
as general, groceries, clothing, and hardware), lumber yards, warehouses, automobile
dealers and garages, gas stations, bakeries, banks, hotels, cafes and restaurants,
saloons and taverns, laundries, offices (such as law, newspaper and accounting
offices), opera houses and movie theaters.
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Culture: Religion

tlpes
p¿rfso

Culture: Funerary

with the theme of Funcrary, and those resource

's history, may include gmve sites, cemeteries, and

Culture: Fraternal, Socinl and Hwnaninrinn Movemenß

The resource types a.ssociaæd with the theme of Fralcrrnl, Social and'

Htrnanitarian Movenidnfs, and those resource types potentially related ûo Falls City's
history, may include lodge or meetings halls, cemeteries and libraries.

Cullure: Recreation

The resource tyPes
types poûentially related to
museums and monuments,
baseball parks, swimming holes or pools, c
rivers and waærfalls).

Culture: Medicine

iated with the theme of Medicitt¿, and those resource
City's history, may include hospitals, doctors'and

those resource
tabernacles,
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Cultur e : Re si.dential Architectur e

The resource types associated with the theme of Residential Architecture, and
those resource types potentially related to Falls City's hisûory, may include houses,
carriage houses, garages, apa¡tment buildings, duplexes, triplexes, rooming and
boarding houses, and worker housing.

DISTRIBUTION AND QUANTITY OF HISTORIC PROPERNES

The location of possible historic properties can be predicted using the themes
identihed in the Historic Overview section of this documenl The quantity and type of
existing historic resources within each thematic and geographic location can also be
identified. Although the windshield survey conducted in conjunction with this project
helped to confirm which resource types still existed in the city, further field survey and
inventory is need ûo record and evaluate the actual quantity, as well as the quality, of the
existing resources in Falls City.

Setilement

Settlement resources associated with Falls City's history are primarily
agricultural (including houses) and early industrial type resources. Within the present
city limits of Falls City, there are portions of l9th century Donation [-and Claims,
though there are no identified remnants of these early settlements within this project's
study a¡ea There are also no identified remnants associated with the earliest mill-
relaæd industries from the settlement perid. There are, however, a few houses
reporædly constructed in the early 1890s, during Falls City's earliest years, which still
stand. These houses are locaæd throughout the community.

Industry and Manufacturing

All of Falls City's identified industry and manufacturing resources were located
on the south side of the river, from the river bank on the north to the hillsides on the
south, and from west of the falls east to the area where the river takes a slight bend at
the east end of town.

Within the city's limits, resources related to this theme are no longer visible as
they were during the historic period. The mill buildings, flumes and log ponds are
gone, with only traces of building foundations buried beneath dirt and brush. The
dams on the river have been dismantled and removed. All that remains of the railroad is
a road bed that is distinguishable in very few places. The mill sites have not yet been
redeveloped and sit as vacant lots. There is a possibility that some artifacts associated
with the industry a¡e buried on the lots, and in time with future development, these
artifacts may be found. It is also possible that some of the buildings were moved and
adapted for new uses, a possibility that future survey work may be able to confirm or
deny. Fortunately, historic photographs give a sense of what Falls City's industrial
area once looked like.

Agriculnre

Falls City is still surrounded by rural agricultural land, much like it was during
its historic perid. Although many early ms still exist in the Little Luckiamute
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valley, few are intact and none a¡e located within the currentcity limiß.of Falþ City.
The irinciple crops have changed over time, from wheat and other grains, to hops, to
hai'.

The orcha¡ds which were of significance to the town after the arrival of the

related resource remnants are in the hills no
Agribusinesses related to the
Rupert and Pugh in 1919.
is possible that artifacts

associated with the business may be buried at the site.

Although there was a shift ûo dairy farming iq-the early 20th century, there is

little evidence õf aairy farms in the Falls City a¡ea, although thgg 4ay E reso-w.ces

associared with the dáiry industry remaining inoutlyrng areas- Therrffiltiiå,"lr*e Ut"

me. There is no evidence of the building

Tr arc por tntion & C o rwnuni c atio n

The earliest resources associated with this theme include the wagon and stage
Rd. Both routes are still intact, but the

historic period. An improved route to
this route remains the main highway ûo

d and improved over the years.

The railroad entered Falls City on the south side of the river, terminating at the
ng that is associated with the railroad
in some locations . Much of the road

erwise altered. The rail and ties were taken
antled after passenger service ended in
were demolished when the mill buildings

were demolished.

The only garzrges and gas stations in Falls City were locaæd on North Main
Street in the ceríæ-r of'Íown. fhere are no remnants from the historic Period associated

with this resource type remaining in town.

Resources related to communication are also gone in Falls City. Buildings
which housed early newspaper and the ûelephone and telegraph companies no longer

stand.
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C o rrune r c i al D ev e lo pme nt

The historic commercial districts in Falls City have largely been demolished.
Businesses developed along both South Main and North Main Streets during the
hisúoric period, but as they fell vacant and into disrepair, they were removed one by
one. Only a few were lost to fire. Historic photogaphs of North Main Street show a
street lined with commercial buildings housing numerous businesses. Although South
Main's business district may not have been as densely developed, a number of
businesses were also located there.

Today there are no visible remnants of historic commercial resources located on
South Main Street and only two or thræ buildings remaining on North Main Street.
Those remaining on Nofth Main include the large, two-story concrete building which
housed a hardware sûore and smaller, one-story store building on its west side (both
appear on the 1928 Sanborn maps, but not the 1913 maps). The third building is
located a couple lots east of the concrete building and, although much altered, may have
been the building which was at one time a jewelry shop or a confectionery.

Government

Hisûoric resources associated with the theme of Government were located on the
north side of the river, near what became the business center of town. The City Hall
and Jail, both still standing, were built on Mill Street along the north bank of the river.
The library, which was founded in 1915, was located in the southwest corner of the
City Hall and is still in use today. An ea¡lier public reading room was locaæd on the
south bank of the river almost directly across from the library's current location, but
there are no remaining remnants of that building. The city's parks are still locaæd
where they were originally, but landscapes have been modified to some degree.

Other government-related resources from Falls City's historic perid, including
the fire station and the post office are no longer standing. The current fire hall was built
in 1965 and the cunent post office opened during the summer of 1997. The post offìce
which was vacated with the most recent move, was a building that was constructed in
the 1950s.

The only other government-related resources associaûed with Falls City's
historic perid a¡e the public schools, which are described in the following section.

CuJture: Mucalion

Falls City's public schools historically were located on the north side of the
river. The first school building, known as the Pleasant Valley School, was located on
what is now North Main Street. It was enlarged and converted to a residence when the
new schml was built on the hill, neither of which still stand.

The school constructed in 1892-1893, was located on the north hill above the
downtown area on Prospect Avenue at Wood St. This school burned in 1938 and was
replaced with the school that currently occupies the same site. The present structure, a
single sûory building with Craftsman style undertones has been somewhat altered. The
playground across the street is fairly modern.
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srill
vely

vintage.

The only private school in town, the Seventh-Day $dventist school, has been

located on both'tlie north and south sides of the river at different times in its history. It
ñ;d fro*n ii any resources associated with the school's first three locations remain

i[;t. Th" iourthioc¿tion, however, is the site of the present school, constructed in
t946 and 19ß.

Culture: Religion

Falls City's history. TheY were,
the north and south sides of the town.
hes locaûed in Falls City thrcughout its

its original location. This church,
Main Street east of the commercial

district

The site of the Epworth I-eague Instituæ summer encamPmgnt was.located in
the Upper Park, northwêst of the downtown commercial district. Although the park

remaihs, there is little evidence of the annual encampment and their activities.

The only church-related school in Falls City, the.S"y"nlh:Pay.Adventist school,

is described abóve. There are no church-related cemeæries in Falls City.

Cuhnre: Funerary

Three Falls City area cemeteries were started during the town's hisûoric perid'
The ea¡liest burials were in the Hubbard cel

started in 1907 and is located south of the
highway.

All three cemeteries are intact, but the Hubba¡d Cemetery has become

ou"rgro*n *t¿ ir untended. The Falls City Cemetery and the Odd Fellows Cemeteries

are tended by the citY.

Culture : Fr aternnl, S oc inl and Hutnanitarian Mov eme nß
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on the upper floor of the Tooze Department Store on North Main Street, just west of the
bridge. None of the buildings used for meetings remain today.

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows w¿u¡ resporu¡ible for sørting a cemeûery
just east of Falls City. That cemetery still exists (described above).

The only other resource type in Falls City a.ssociaæd with this theme was the
library, and then only peripherally. The Falls City Garden Club was responsible for
modifications undertaken in 1960 (the library is discussed under the "Government"
section above).

Culture: Recreation

Wagner Hall, located on North Main Sfeet, was the siæ of a large portion of
Falls City's social and recreational activities. It was úorn down in 19)80. Sports
facilities in ûown included a baseball field in Upper park and another, built by the Mack
family, two miles west of ûown. After community interest in baseball waned with the
coming of World Wa¡ II, the baseball parks were eventually unused.

Because much of Falls City's recreation was related historically ûo its natural
resources, many of those resources are intact today. The falls still exist on the river and
continue to provide a scenic siæ for those interesæd in viewing them. The park area
along the banks of the river, although somewhat altered over time, continues to provide
open space for picnics, recreational games, quiet walks, or river-side fishing. The
dam, however, is gone and so is the swimming hole that provided fun outdoor
recreation for generations of Falls City residents.

Culture: Medicitæ

Historic Falls City resources associated with this theme were primarily locaæd
on the north side of ûown, along North Main Street. Although the exact location of the
docûors'oflìces and clinics is not known, it is likely that they were located in the
historic buildings in or near downûown, all of which have long since been removed.
Dr. Pfandhoefer, a long-time physician and builder of the local hospital in 1907, lived
in a house near the siæ of the high school. The hospital was next door to the house.
Both have been demolished.

C ult ur e : Re s idc ntial. Ar c hitc ctur e

Residential dwellings are by fa¡ the most wide spread and most abundant of
Falls City's historic resources. Most of Falls City's residential stock was built during
the town's historic period as neighborhoods developed on both sides of the river.
These residential neighborhoods stretch up onto the hillsides to both the north and
south. As previously mentioned, most of the houses are best described as vernacular
buildings based on the builder's interpretation of various stylistic notions of the time.
Many of the houses have been alt€red in some way, enlarged or modified or updated
stylistically. There are a number, however, that retain a fair amount of historic inægrity
and represent the history of the community's development well.
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Early dwellings often had small oufbuildings,.few of-which exist today^, There
¿re no identífied carriãge houses from the historic perid, although there are a few
gaiages which may date ûo the early auÛomobile era.

o
boarding
the river,
houses has not been determined. It is possi
the needs of boarders. More research is nee
worker housing. Those dwellings thought to poturtially be ryorking housing were
located on the Iouth side of the ñver, near the mills. Some of these houses remain
today, while others have either been moved or demolished'

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Evaluation is the process by which the significance of identified properties is
determined. After a survêy of historic reso rces in Falls City is compleûed, each

surveyed property's historical si gnificanc
evaluated. Because no previous surveys
has not developed evaluation criæria ûo be use<

The ordinance-for designating local landmarks providqs some direction, b¡t is quite
vague and requires only that á proposed landmark be found to have "architectural,
hidiorical, or cultural significance to the City of Falls City...age alone is insufficient
grounds for local landmark designation.n

Generally speaking, a resource must be at least 5O years of age to be-considered
nyounger" resources, but the
quality or importance of the

, older than 5O years. If,
an 50 years of age, the National

Regisær criteria for exception may provide direction for the City's consideration.

The basis for Falls City's evaluation criæria should follow closely the criteria
used for the National Registerof Hisûoric Places, an accepúed model endorsed by
SHPO. The criteria developed by Falls City may be modified to address the historic
and archiæctural contexts of the communi ¡. The National Register criteria address the
signifìcance and integrity of historic resources, including districtf , buildings, sites,
stñrctures, and objects. Significance and inûegrity are discussed below.

There are numerous examples of evaluation criteria used successfully by other
cities and counties in the state. Eiamples of these can be obtained from SHPO. One

ted for use in Falls City, has been included
ational Register Bulletin #15, "How to
uation," may also provide direction for the

SIGNIFICANCE

The National Regisûer criteria recognizes that hisûoric resource_s_may have

associative value, designbr construction v ilue, or information value. V/hen evaluated
within its historic context, a resource must be shown to be signific¿nt in at least one of
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the following areas úo be considered potentially eligible for listing on the National
Register:

Events/Patærns of Historv: The resource is associated with an event (or events)
and/or with a pattern of events or historic trend that has made a significant
contribution to the history of Falls City, the region, the state, or the
nation; or

Person(s): The person(s) associated with the resource is (are) individually
signihcant and made demonstrated contributions to the history of Falls City,
the region, the state, or the nation; and the resource is associated with the
person(s)'s productive life, reflecting the time period in which he or she
achieved significance; or

Desier/Construction: The resource embodies distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction; and/or the resources represents the
work of a master; and/or the resource possesses high artistic value; or the
resource represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

Information Potential: The resource has yieldd information important ûo

history or prehistory; or the resource may be likely to yreld information
important to history or prehistory.

INTEGRITY AND CONDITION

Inægrity is the authenticity of a resource's historic identity, or its intactness of
historic form and original construction materials. Integrity is integral ûo the resource's
ability to convey its significance. Alûerations, either historic or contemporary, should
be examined for compatibility. There must be identifiable evidence in all or some of the
following aspects of integrity for a historic rqsource to be considered eligible for the
National Register. Which aspects must have integrity should be determined on a case
by case basis, ¿rs some asp€cts are more important in conveying significance.

Condition of a historic resource should not be confused with integrity.
Condition is generally defined as nstate of repair.o A resource can be in poor condition,
but retain a,high degree.of historic integrity.. The¡everse also-may F t-p when a
resource is in very good condition, but may have lost a great deal of its historic
integrity. Ideally, a historic rqsource will have a high degree of integrity and be in good
condition, but it is not neressary for a resource to be in good condition in order to be
considered eligible for the National Register or as a local landmark. The use of
condition as a criteria for evaluation, however, may be useful when deciding which
resources to preserve. Those that are determined to be significant and have a high
degree of inægrity, but are in poor condition, may be a low priority for preservation
simply for practical reasons.

The seven aspects of integrity are:

l-ocation: Is the resource in its original location or has it been moved?

Desigl: Is the origrnal design intact?
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Setting: Ha.s the cha¡acter of the setting stayed the same or has it changed?

Materials: What portion of the original materials are retained?

Workmanship: Does the resource show craftsmanship of the period?

Feeling: Does the resource evoke an aesthetic or historic sense of the past?

Association Is this the siæ of a hisûoric event or activity or is the siæ
associated with an important person(s) hisüorically?

RANKING

After significance and integrity are assessed, hisûoric resources should be
ranked in relation to their significance, integrity and condition. Resources can be
ranked individually or, if in a distict, ranked for contributing status to the district.
Just as different evaluation criteria have been developed by different municipalities, so
have ranking criteria. Falls City will need to determine a ranking system that works for
their community and would be adaptable ûo both local landmark listings and potential
National Register eligible properties or districl (An example of a ranking system is
included in Appendix C.)

Several factors may enter into ranking individual properties. Significance and
integrity must be considered first. If a resource has a high level of significance, but has
been altered to the point of lost integrity, its ranking may be lower than a resource that
possesses strong historical associations or high architectural merit and a high degree of
integrity. The ranking system used by Falls City will need to address various
combinations of significance, inægrity and condition.

SHPO has developed a ranking system for historic districts based on period of
development. This system includes the following six categories:

kimary/Contributing: a property which daæs from the primary, or oldest
perid of development represented in the City of Falls City. This primary
perid in Falls City's history spans from its initial settlement by Euro-
Americans through the period of railroad construction and early industrial
growth (1&15-1902).

Seconda{v/Contributing: a property which daæs from a subsequent phase of
development in the City of Falls City's historic period of significance. The
secondary period of significance for Falls City is identified as the perid
spanning from the arrival of the railroad through the closing of the Falls City
Lumber Company mill (1903-1922).

Tertiary/Contributing: a property which dates from Falls City's third phase of
development, from the closing of the large mill roughly through the end of
World War II and into the Post-Wa¡ Era (I923-I9fl).

Historic/Non-Contributing (in current condition): a property which daæs from
the City's historic period of significance but has been altered or remodeled in
such a way that it cunently does not convey the historic period. hoperties in
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this category have the potential to be reclassified to nCo¡tributing" status if the
incongruous alterations are reverses through rehabilitation or restoration.

Compatible/Non-HisûoricÀIon-Contributing: a property which is compatible
with the building traditions of the City of Falls City (consistent in scale,
materials of construction, etc.) but which post-dates the historic period of
significance.

propef.y which is so substantially alûered

doesnorconrormtothetraditionalrcal?,ïi,3å?ff ?riti.:1;:*t¡"f;i'.ïr'3"
within the City of Falls City.

The process of survey and inventory is on ongoing process that requires
revision on á regular basis. Historic resources may shift from one ranking cåtegory to
another as time passes. A primary-ranked resource may be lost to fire or may be alæred
to the point of compromising its integrity, resulting in a re-ranking of that resource. Or
furthei research may reveal that a resource ranked tertiary is actually from the secondary
period of significance, necessitating a re-ranking of thæ resource. It is also important
to note that as additional resources reach 50 years of age, they too may contribute to the
community's history. They should be surveyed, ranked and added to the Falls City
inventory as appropriate.
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GOALS AND PRIORITIES

This historic context statement sets the stage for identifying, evaluating, and
protecting significant historic resources within Falls City's urban growth boundanes
and provides a broad plan for historic preservation activities to be undertaken in the
futuie. Although decisions about which historic resources to survey, inventory,
register and preserve are based on their significance, context-basedplanning atûempts to
balance the importance of historic properties against other factors affecting them by
establishing goals, priorities and strategies.

The information found in this section is largely based on information gathered
during a public meeting held in }I.ay 1997. Approximaùely 15 residents attended the
meeting to discuss their concerns and hopes for preserving Falls City's historic

:i'#f,3i',i,ï,3!l*y,':tr'åïåå"å'"ii:.
historic resources for future generations. A

second meeting held in June, for the purposes of setfing priorities and discussing
strategies, was unattended except for the consultants and the project's voluntee¡
coordinaûor. Therefore, the priorities outlined in this section are reæmmendations
made by the consulüant. The sfrategies outlined in this section are based on suggestions
by the SHPO.

Because this document is intended to evolve in response ûo community næds
over time, it is possible that the priorities set forth here may be re-prioritized to reflect
changing needs and goals.

IDENTIFYING OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Studying a historic context helps to develop a logical and rea^sonable approach
üo preserving associated significant properties. At any given point in time, there ryay be
a n-umber olconstraints that can make preserving historic resources a challenge. Public
interest or apathy, the availability of fund and/or staff time, political support or
opposition, and threats ûo resources affect the priorities for reaching preservation goals.

The fîrst step in identifying considerations is to identify stølæholders, those
people who are in a position to influence the outcomes or whose interests will be
affected, both favorably or unfavorably, by historic preservation activities. This list
includes, but is not limited ûo, residents and propefy owners, City of Falls City staff
and elected officials, the Falls City Planning Commission, the Falls City school district
administration, the local senior citizens organization, ACTION (a local group interested
in civic betærment), the Falls City Mushroom Festival, Polk County Planning and
Development, the Polk County Historical Society, the Oregon Historical Society, and
the Søte Hisûoric Preservation Offìce. A current list of local contact persons and
telephone numbers is available at City Hall. Telephone numbers for additional contacts
are listed in Table 1 on the following page. As additional stakeholders are identified,
they will be added ûo this list.

Identifying threaß to preservationis the second súep in identifying
considerations. Threats to preservation may be both direct and indirect. The list

47



GOAI-S &PRIORITIES

of funding, public apathy or indifference,
t and community
understanding. As

added to this list, just as those on the list
that no longer pose a threat should be removed.

The fìnal sûep in identifying considerations is to identify opportunities for
preservation. Although there are a limiæd number of resources remaining in _the
èommunity, the opportunities for their preservation are numerous and range from
recordation prior to demolition to adaptive reuse to full preservation. Some resources
may warrant designation as local landmarks or National Register of Historic Places
prqperties. Some may lend themselves ûo interpretation (through s!gn1ge) as historic
iltes. fundng for historic preservation projects may be accomplished through both
public and private funding èfforts, including SHPO matching grants and private
contributions.

Citizen involvement is key ûo all phases of city planning, including historic
bers can make v by
and memories. can help

build historic preservation alliances. Preservation efforts be
community-b¿sed and community-oriented, but should not necessarily be limited ûo the
urban growth boundary or city limits. When appropriate, the outlying rural a¡ea and its
residents should be included in Falls City's historic preservation efforts.

Table 1. Contact Numbers for Preservation-Related Assistance

David Skilton, Preservation Planner
Oregon Staæ Historic Preservation Office 503-37&5001 x26O

Kimberly Dunn, Grants Coordinator
Oregon State Historic Preservation Office 503-37&5001 x23O

Gene Clemons, Planner
Polk County Development fl3-623-8237

Bill Ewing, City Administrator
Falls City fl3-787-363I

Georgia Wildfang, President
Polk County Historical Society 503-838-1807

Historic Preservation I-eague of Oregon fl3-243-I923
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GOAI-S AND OBJECTIVES

Falls City's mission is to preserve the communiry's.significanttistgric . .
resources. To this end, the foiloùing goals and objectives have been developed for
working ûoward this mission.

Educate the community about historic preservation.

a

a

Programs. äevèlop interpretive signage about historic sites in or near
the City

Establish a Historic Resources Inventory for Falls City.

. conduct a survey of the City's historic resources and sites

. evaluate the significance of inventoried properties

Provide protection for significant historic resources.

historic resources

ï 
and secure funding for local preservation efforts.

a

historic preservation prq ects
. approach the list of stakeholders for donations when

appropriate
. diicuss additional fund-raising options to determine which,

if any, might be pursued

Strengthen and maintain the City's historic preservation program
as part of long-term planning efforts.

. integrate this historic context statement with the City's
Comprehensive Plan (that plan is scheduled for updates in the

. 
n* future) 

shtement on a regular basis (reassess
d strategies)
between the City and the community about

on-going preservation concerns and efforts
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STRATEGIES

A straûegic approach can be useful to historic preservation plaryung, .Identifyng
h objectives will greatly facilitaæ the achievement of
on preservation efforts, the SHPO has identified

be helpful.

Networking: Interesæd persons could attend a conference or,workshgP (such as the
annual HPLO's Governór's Conference) to get or share new ideas and connect with
others involved in similar preservation efforts.

Partncrships Develop a working relationship be¡veen property oqqers, business
organizatiôns, City officials, and/or others to work together on specifìc preservation
activities, such a^s nominating historic districts.

Piggybacking: Work with existing organizations to disseminate information about
historic preservation through the organizations' newsletters.

Volunteersllnterns Solicit volunteers or interns from local organizations,local
schools, area colleges and universities to work on specific preservation-related Projects.

Grants. Use planning and cleric¿l staff time, as well as docrrmented volunæer time, ûo

match grants from SHPO and other foundations and organizations.

Repacknging: Use the Hisûoric Overview section of this document, alo¡B with several
his-toric ptrotographs, to create a publication that could be used as an educational tool
for the sètroot cui¡culum or as afund-raising effort in the community.

Coalitions: Combine efforts with those working on natural resources to preserve
historic rural landscapes threatened by development.

lzverøging: Use some money or resources to help insure a favorable result from
preservation efforts of others.

Menloring: Connect new historic home owners with those that have already restored or
rehabilitated their own historic properties.

Modcting: Register key historic resources on the National Regisûer or local landmarks
register and reñabilitate or restore to demonstrate the value of the process to others in
the community.

Although the City of Falls City is encouraged to eva_luate which of these

strategies miglit work best for a chosen situation, the use of pa{ners_$PS, - .

volunleers/intems, grants, repackaging, and modeling may work well to achieve some
of the objectives stated above.

PRIORITIES

To minimizn the potential damage or destruction of the corymumty's historic
resources, the City's hisûoric preservation efforts should be prioritized. Because there
was little input from the community about the prio¡r_tres, the following_priorities are

suggested. As part of the on-going preservation efforts by the City of Falls City, these
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priorities should be discussed and re-prioritized as necessary. A variety of factors
(such as new major development) can change the priority of work from year ûo year and
therefore, regular evaluation of the priorities is recommended.

Because it is possible to pursue several preservation activities simultaneously,
the following priorities need not be a single track followed in a linear fashion. In other
words, all of the priorities lisæd under Group A need not be accomplished before
working toward Group B or Group C. It is recommended, however, that the activities
in Group A be approached sequentially.

GROUP A: SURVEY, II,IVENTORY, AND REGISTRATION

Begin tlrc survey and inventory workfor the City of Falls Cify. Secure funding
(possibly apply to SHPO for a maæh grant) ûo hire historic preservation
consultant to conduct a full survey the city's historic resources and sites.

Evaluate tlrc iwentoricd propertics for Læal Larultnark and Nalional Regßtcr
signifrcance. The evaluation should be based on the criæria established as part
of this historic context statemenl

Identily key significanÍ propertics to be placed on tlrc Local l-andtnarlcs register
and tlæ National Regßter of Hísøric Places and begin tlæ regßtration process.
Based on the windshield survey conducted in conjunction with this project,
only one individual resource (the Falls City United Mettrodist Church) was
identified as National Register eligible, although further survey and research
may reveal additional individual properties which meet the criæria for the
National Register. It is also possible that the residential Íìrea on the north side
of town may have enough historic inægnty to warrant a historic residential
district Further evaluation is needd to make final determinations. Properties
suggested for the Local l-andmarks register include: the Falls City High School,
the City Hall, and various residential dwellings.

GROUP B: PRESERVATION P/áI,INING

l. Integrate hisøric presemaÍion planning into the City's overall plnnning goals
and efforts. Consider establishing a volunteer t¡cal l-andmarks Commission to
work directly with City staff, the Planning Commission and the City Council to
oversee the l-ocal landrirarlcs registry and ósist with planning and carrying out
preservation-related activities, including fund-raising and educational efforts.
Members of the commission can represent property owners, the local business
community, and others interested in the City's history and its role in the City's
future. Members can also be soliciæd who a backgound in historic
preservation, architecture, archeology, engineering, real estate, and marketing.
Hisûoric preservation should be a regular (though not necessary frequent) item
on the Planning Commission agenda

t.

)

3.
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GROUP C: HERITAGE EDUCATION

L Estnblßh aheringe educatíonprogrün, This program may include a
curriculum for grade school and/or high school levels designed by the
school district'sadministration and faculty, with assistance from SHPO,
HPLO, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The program may
also include other educational events to heighten awareness of historic
preservation in the community or ûo assist property owners with their
iehabiliøtion or resûoration efforts. Examples of activities may include a series
of newspaper articles during May in recognition of National Historic
Preservation Vy'eek, a table staffed by l-ocal I-andmarks Commission members
at local and area events such as arts festivals and fairs, workshops such as

"Rehab Oregon Right,n and the construction of heritage markcrs or interpretive
signage for historic buildings or sites and the development of a walking tour
to these sites.

e end of this list in no way negates its
ng process throughout all of the City's
in this order because they are seen as more

gin immediately, but can go on long after
list have been compleæd. However, should

e before
pursuing either
n of preserving

the community's historic resources.
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INTEGRATION

Because many agencies and organizations prepare plans which may have an
impact on historic resources, it is imporønt to understand what these groups envision
for a property. Coordinating efforts may help the City of Falls City to alleviate
redundancy and avoid duplicating planning measures already in effecl To mædmize
the value invested in documenting a hisûoric context, it is important ûo understand how
this document and future preservation planning efforts can connect with other plans and
other contexts. This section of this document looks at other plans and contexts that
may have a bearing on local preservation planning. In addition, recommendations for
future related studies helps to lay groundwork for future work.

CONNECTION WITH OTHER PI-ANS

The City of Falls City has a local Comprehensive Plan developed in accordance
to Statewide l-and-Use Planning Goal 5. It was last updated in 1979 and is due for an
update in the near future. Recent revisions to the Administrative Rule governing Goal 5
(OAR ffi-O23) encourage communities ûo plan for historic and cultural resources using
the context-based model developed by the National Pa¡k Service. This historic context
was developed with integration into the City's Comprehensive Plan in mind and
follows NPS's context-based model.

Polk County also ha.s a comprehensive plan that includes a section addressing
the identification and protection of the county's significant historic resources. Because
there is potential for overlap between the City of Falls City's preservation efforts and
those activities outlined in the Polk County plan, the City should review the Polk
County plan and coordinate efforts where possible.

Although no federal government property exists within the Urban Growth
Boundary of Falls City, Polk County is responsible for the highway bridge within the
city limits. The concrete deck girder bridge wa^s constructed in 1958; there a¡e no
known plans úo upgrade or replace the bridge. When a maintenance project involves a
potentially historic bridge, however, the county coordinates with the Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and SHPO. Although the highway bridge is not
yet 5O years old and, therefore, would not be considered potentially significant
historically, it will be eligible for review as a potential historic resource in the year
2008.

Because state law (ORS 3ß.652) mandates that state agencies and political
subdivisions, (such as school districts, park districts, fire districts, service districts,
eúc.) develop progftrms to preserve significant historic properties which they own or for
which they are responsible, they may be overlap between the City's preservation efforts
and those of these agencies. Although no plans from these agencies were identified
pertaining to Falls City at this time, the City should be reminded to keep abreast of any
plans that develop in the future which might result in overlap or opportunities for
coordinated efforts.
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CONNECTION V/ITH OTHER CONTEXTS

There are two historic context statements which overlap geographically an{
A statewide

ich identifies survey
for the preseruation

of historic agricultural resources. In 1991, c Context Statement
was prepafed lKoler and Morrison) which activities towa¡d
idenfifying and preserving the county's his some overlap of
the recômmendations outlined in these con oals and objectives
set forth in the Falls City Hisûoric Context Staûement.

In addition, historic context work has been completed for neighboring Marion
and Benton counties. Although the focus of each is specific to the historic resources
found within each county, the City of Falls City may find the information useful to
further understanding their own historic co tt€xt and may find ideas for preservation
planning and activities which may lend themselves to adaptation by Falls City.

FUTURE RELATED STUDIES

The p ric resources is a dynamic one. The goals,
priorities and project will change wlth !img. Consequently,
uSating this should be built in ûo the City's overall
preservation planning effort.

Although this project has identified key events and historic resources that
contributed to the historical development of Falls City, the project, by limits of its own
definition, is meant to be a general overview. Certain historic themes deserye more
intensive study. Of interest might be the development of the residential neighborhoods,
most of which were developed by 1920. A study of Falls City's residential properties
would include the early upbuilding by hopeful developers, architects and builders and
the use of standardized plans, and the variation of architecture styles which appear in
modest detailing on many early homes.

A thematic study of Falls City's extensive milling history could be undertaken,
even though there are no standing resource historic mills. Some of
the mill sites, however, aÍe still vacant and The sites could be part
of the heritage tourism program, using inte photographs and
textual information.

A thematic study of religious development in Falls City could examine the
development of churchès and church-related propertrgs mo_re.thorgueh-lV._A study of
this soit would include not only the churches and their evolution, but the Epworth
I-eague Institute's summer æmp and meeting grounds on the north side of the river.

urb
pro
settlement.
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The countryside surrounding Falls
communities in the Uttle Luckiamute Vall

' developms of incre
expansion, more fu
valley coul and Polk CountY.
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APPENDIX A

SIGNIFICANT PEOPLE iN FALLS CITY HISTORY

1907. A farmer and logger,
s, He seryed two terms as maYor in
in January 1997, a few months before
1926 and together they parented seven

, a dentist, a postman, a writer, a staûe

corrections employee and two teachers. Bowman considers working for his town as

part of being a good citizen.

Bryant, Abner M. [1838-18f]61. Bryant
the MaóPherson Normal College in Nèbras f
the founders of the Falls City Development
City which became the educati
aló active in the development ere he

and other prominent members of the
continued'to sell town lots long after dents

of Falls City who served in the Union Army during the Civil War.

founder of Falls city" because of his surve 
latæd the northern portion of his land
He donaæd the land for the Gerlinger

engineer, surveyor and landscapegardene d
pu6tic typewritér; city surveyof of-Falls C , Oregon; Justice of the Peace 4th District,
Polk County."

Estelle, \ililliam [1871-1950]. Estelle learned the lumber business as a youth in his

n
ed by Cobbs and
I plant and the woods

c¿rmps eight miles south of Falls City. H. yT also responsible. for decking several

million fõet of logs brought in by private rail from camps l9r wiqæ¡ operations. When
the Cobbs and Mitchell operations moved to Valsetz, Esælle built the first school there.

In laær life, he his own Estelle Lumber
company. In Day Adventist church in
Falls City and
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Hollowell, Tom [850-1926]. Hollowell was an early resident who, when he

arrived a the Littte Luckiamute River in 1891, for boarding houses or hotel type

residences. He was a carpenter who built a number of earl_y buildings,.most of which
haverongsincepassedin:to:3$ïiä.i:":Ë'åff 

i¿Tß,f;t'iåruYiåt,ff#låi"'
the poæntiãl of the hill north from North Main St with a
houses.

Hubbard, Frank l78/l5-I9221. Hubbard came overland in 1853 and his father took
a Donatioá f¿nd Ciaim immediately southea.st of today's Falls City where_the_Hubbard

family cemetery still exists. ity leader all of his life. He served

as chir of the Éridgeport sc purchased a Pa{t.o{the Frederick
Waymire DLC justéast of Falls a post gffice in his home which
c"rriø the posúnark of "syracuse.n In 1889, he was ohe of the founders of Falls City
and was itsîrst treasurer, iater serving as mayor. As one of the town's chief boosters,

he purchased 191 acres of land and assisted in its development.

Montgomery, Hugh 11827-19æ1. Montgomery a{_Te.mU"ry gf his.family came to
the arå of ttre fils-from Pennsylvania in 1889. In 1891, he and his wife, Esther,
platted the first town of Falls Ciiy on the south side of the Little Luckiamute River.
ttris Ue"rme known as the M tlomery Addition. Because of its generally milder
slope, and hence easier access oflait sèrvice, this part of town became the industrial

""tit"i 
of Falls City. s at the siæ of the falls, as well

as developed othei I !'-Monlg-omery was a

leader in the ban on i He and his wife were
charter members of the Methodist church.

Moyer, Jessie [1880-1959]. Moyer, th9 Qu¡gh1e.r of Ab¡er and Sarah Bryant,
rymUotizer, moie than any other person in Falls City, the best in education. Beginning
h". c*"rr in one-room schoc s irrthe community, Moyer served as an educator for
several decades. Her unique facial expression and commanding voiç charmed and

positively influences several generations of local children. She loved to walk the four
itrile streictr to school each mórning and home again each evening. She was also active
in all civic and lodge work in ûown-. For several years, until the time of her last illness,
she was the conesfondent for the ltcmizer Observer at lls City.

pfandhoefer, Louis H. [1853-1913]. A much respected early Falls City physician,
Dr. Pfandhoefer built
stands today. Born in
City to practice medic
Heinveiæd in timber and in fÏve acres of residenti
the Little Luckiamute River.

ugh was sometimes c
of the town's greatest

t of as the town's long-time je also

an engineer, an optician, an operiÌtor-of a confeg_tionery slgre, the creator of the local
teleplione company, and co-owner of the Gem Theater. He championed the growth of
agri'cultural development to offset the decline of the lumber industry and was the
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manager of a loganberry juice factory and an incorporator of the local cannery. Pugh
prospered when Falls City prospered and left the area in the late twenties when the
town began its first serious decline.

Russell, Osborne [1814-1892]. Russell, who was born in Maine, was the first man
ûo have claim which included the falls where Falls City is today. He first came to
Oregon with Nathaniel Wyeth in 1834. He returned to Oregon in1842 and was a
member of the American party in Champoeg in 1&13. He served as judge of the
Supreme Court and on the Executive Committee of the Provisional Govemment. He
came to Polk County in l&15 afær having lost a gubematorial election, where he wrote
his famous Journal of a Trapper in 1846 and 1847. He went to the gold field in 1849
and never returned to Polk County.

Teal, John [1&19-1917]. Known as Judge Teal, John Baldwin Teal was one of the
prominent men who was connected with the upbuilding of Polk County for over a half
century. Starting in the carriage business, he soon developed mill and timber interests
on Brown Creek which, in his honor, was renamed Teal Creek. His operations
supplied lumber and timber products for a wide range of construction throughout the
area. He was also known as a bridge builder. He served the community in various
capacities and his son, Albert, w¿¡s mayor of Falls City for many years. Teal's wife,
Eva, deeded the property which became Camp Kilowan.

Thompson, Merrit lIf362-L9381. Thompson came from Michigan to Falls City in
1893. He was one of the prime movers of the Falls City Commercial Club, where he
served as treasurer. He also served as the City Treasurer. In 1895, he opened his drug
store on North Main St. and which continued as a family business until the mid-lØOs.
He was involved in numerous other businesses as well and served a.s the President of
the local bank and was the owner of the Gem Theater. He also served as postn¡aster
for a number of years.

Thorp, John [1797-1880]. Thorp wa.s the first entrepreneur to recognize the
importance of and to take advantage of the falls as a location for development. A
pioneer çf 1ffiy'4 he led one of three major wagon fains ûo Oregon that year. He took a
claim near the Willamette River in Polk County and had his son, Theodore, take the
claim which encompasses the modern site of Falls City. He erected a sawmill there in
1850 (which is misøkenly identified as Sharps Mill on some early maps). In 1854, he
erected, at a cost of $16,000, a two runs of buhrstone flour mill. It was the only mill in
the county after the closure of the Nesmith's Mill on the Rickreall until John Waymire
built another near Dallas. In 1865, the claim at the falls was sold and the flour mill
moved to the more central location of Rickreall, which was then cåIled Dixie.

\ilagner, Jacob rrJack" lIæ5-I9441. Born in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
Wagner came with his parents and other family members to the United States in the
1890s and to the Falls City area by 1896. Though listed as a blacksmith, Wagner's
greatest contribution to Falls City was Wagner Hall, which he built around 1906 on
North Main St. In World War I, the name wa.s changed to Victory Hall and even later,
it was sometimes referred to as Rebecca Hall. It was the center of civic activity for
many decades, housing grange meetings, family potluck dinners, community and
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traveling plays, vaudeville shows, basketball games,lectures, community fairs, high
school graduations, and Saturday night dances. Wagner Hall stood until 1980.

Ward, Phoebe ÍLg7+19ffi1. Ward is best remembered for her care of the sick.
During the Depression, when there was no docúor in Falls City, he home was a
veriøble hospital where many received care. She operaæd a maternity home in her
residence under the direction of Dr. Bartell in Dallas. She arrived with her family from
Michigan at the age of sixteen. In addition to serving the community's ailing, she
helped to organize the Free Methodist Church and for 25 years was Sunday School
Superintendent and a member of the Women's Missionary Society. She taught music,
played and sang, and she wrote articles for and took part in Sunday School
conventrons.

Waymire, Frederick [1807-1873]. Waymire came to Polk County with his wife
and family from Ohio in 1845. A millwright and farmer, his Donation l-and Claim
bordered today's Falls City úo the east. He was active in politics and was one of the
first to project a railroad in Oregon. He served as Territorial legislator in 1855-1856, a
membei of the Oregon Constitutional Convention in 1857, and as State legislator in
1868. In politics, he was considered the nvoice of the common man.o He was the
builder of the first Bridgeport school in 1855 and was an incorporator of l-aCreole
Academy in Dallas in 1856.

\üilson, Faye [1909-1989]. \ù/ilson was born in St. Johns and educated in Newberg
and Portland. She came to Falls City in the 1930s and worked tirelessly for the City as

its Recorder, Police Judge, and School District Secretary. She was also a member of
the City Council. In her role as municipal judge, it was said that she "treats them fair
and hits them hard.n She worked for the Polk County Health Association and for
juvenile betærment progr¿rms. She wa^s the organist for the United Methodist Church
and was active as pianist for her husband's dance orchestra which played often at
Wagner Hall form I938to 1943.

Wolfe, Florence [1850-l%9], Wolfe came to Oregon in 1853, crossing the plains
with her parents William and Ruth Ruble. They settled in the Eola Hills where her
father founded mills and worked a.s a horticulturist. Wolfe came to the Falls City area
in 1888 and established a flourishing farm on Tater Hill southeast of town and
developed property within the ûown. During her long residence, she worked for the
good of the community and was among those who unsuccessfully promoted a highway
form Falls City to the coast. She handled exhibits at both the county and state fairs
with great success. She was in charge of the Polk County exhibit at the Læwis & Clark
Exposition in Portland in 1905 and won a number of blue ribbons for the county.
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APPENDIX B

FALLS CITY ORDINANCE
ARTICLE 8. HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND SITES

SECTION 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.010 Purpose:

promoting the historic, educational,
public through the preservation,

restoration, and protection of buildings, structures, sites, places and elements of
historic interest within the City.

1.020 Applicability:

The provisions of this Article shall apply to designated Historic l-andmarks inventoried
on the City's Significant Resources Map.

SECTION 2: DESIGNATION OF HISTORICAL I-ANDMARKS

2.010 Institution of Proceedings:

The Planning Commission, City Council, property o\ryner or any interested person may
initiaæ proceedings for the designation or an Hisûorical L-andma¡k as follows:

A. The City Council or Planning Commission may initiate designation proceedings by
sending written notice to the City Recorder or planning consultant

B. A properly owner or inûerested person may begin designation proceedings by
making written application on forms available from the City Recorder. The
application shall conain the following minimum information:

1. The applicant's name and address;

2. The owner's name and address, if different from the applicant;

3. Assessors map number and ta>r lot number of property proposed for
designation;

4. A statement explaining the following:

a. The reasons why the proposed landmark is of historic, cultural or
architectural value;

b. The positive and negative effects, if any, which designation of the proposed
landma¡k would have on the residents or other property owners of the a¡ea

2.020 Hearing Process:

he procedures and
posed l¿ndma¡k
asa
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recommendation to the City Council. The City Council shall hold a public hearing
pursuant ûo the provisions of Article 3, Section 6 and shall make the final decision on
designation of the proposed l-andmark.

2.O3O Criteria for Designation of Hisûorical L-andmarks:

A building, structure or site may be designated as an Historical l-andmark upon
findings that the proposed Historical t¿ndma¡k is of a¡chitectural, historical, or cultural
significance úo the City of Falls City. The age of the proposed Landmark, alone, shall
not be sufficient grounds for designation.

2.ON Revision of Significant Resources Map:

Upon designation, Historical I-andmarks shall be added ûo the Significant Resources
Map and shall become subject to the provisions of this Article.

SECTION 3: REVIEW OFALTERATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION

3.010 General Requirements:

A. Except as provided in 3.010 (B) below, no Historical l-andma¡k shall be alæred in
such a manner as ûo affect its exterior appearance, nor may any new structure be
constructed upon a site designated as an Historical L-andmark or upon a site
containing an Hisûorical l-andmark, unless such alæration or construction has first
been approved by the Planning Commission pursuant to this subsection.

B. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed ûo prevent the ordinary maintenance or
repair of any exterior a¡chitectural feature which does not involve a change in
design, material or the outward app€arance of such feature, or which the Building
Inspector shall certify is required for the public safety because of its unsafe or
dangerous condition.

3.O2O Application Requirements:

A. The applicant shall make application, in accordance with the provisions of Article 3,
upon forms obtainable from the City Recorder.

B. The application shall include floor plans, building elevations, material samples and
such other information a.s is necessary ûo explain the nature of the proposed
alteration or construction.

3.030 Hearing Process:

The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing, pursuant to the procedures and
requirements of Section 5 of Article 3, to consider approval or denial of the proposed
altèration or construction. The decision of the Planning Commission shall be final
unless an appeal to the City Council is filed pursuant to Section 7 of Atticle 3.

3.040 Criteria for Approval or Denial:

The Planning Commission shall deûermine the appropriateness of the proposed
alæration or construction and may approve the request upon findings that the alæration
or construction:
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Does not significantly reduce the historical or architectural character of the
L-andma¡k; and

Is in keeping with the style, scale and general design of the l-andma¡k.

SECTION 4: DEMOLITION CONTROT-S

4.010 Review Procedures:

A. If an application is made for a permit to demolish all or part of a structure which has
been designaæd as an Historic l-andmark, or a structure which is located upon a site
designated as an Historic l-andmark, the Building Inspector shall within seven (7)
days transmit to the Planning Commission a copy of said application.

B. The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing within 45 days of
application, pursu¿urt to the procedures outlined in Article 3, to consider action on
the proposed demolition permit

4.O2O Review Criûeria

B.

In determining the appropriateness of the demolition as proposed in an application for a
demolition permit, the Planning Commission shall consider the following:

A. All plans, drawings, and phoûographs as may be submitted by the applicant;

Information presented at the public hearing held concerning the proposed
demolition;

The Falls City Comprehensive Plan;

The criteria used in the original designation of the Historical l¡ndma¡k;

c.

D.

E. The historical and a¡chiæctural style, the general design, a¡Tangement, materials and
general condition of the structure in question or its appurtenant fixtures; and

F. Whether denial of the permit will involve substantial hardship to the applicant, and
whether issuance of the permit would act ûo the substantial detriment of the public
welfare and would be contrary to the intent and purposes of this section of this
Ordinance.

4.O3O Planning Commission Action:

A. The Planning Commission may approve the demolition request and authorizethe
Building Inspecûor to issue the permit after considering the criteria contained in
Section 4.020 above. Action by the Planning Commission shall be fìnal unless an
appeal to the City Council is filed pursuant to the provisions of Section 7 of Article
3.

B. The Planning Commission may reject the application for the demolition permit if it
determines that, in the interest of preserving historical or a¡chiteætural values, the
structure should not be demolished. In that event, issuance of the permit shall be
suspended for a period fixed by the Planning Commission as follows:
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1. The Planning Commission may invoke a stay of demolition for a period not' exceeding thirly (30) days from the date of the decision on the requested
demolition.

2. The Planning Commission may extend the suspension period if it determines
that there is a program or project under way which could result in public or private
acquisition of such structure or site, and that there are rea^sonable grounds ûo believe
that such progmm or project may be successful. The suspension period may be
extended in ttrirty (30) day increments for an additional perid not exceeding ninety
(90) days, !o a ûotal of not more than one hundred and twenty (120) days from the
date of the initial decision on the requested demolition;

3. An action by the Planning Commission suspending the issuance of a permit for
any demolition may be appealed úo the City Council by the applicant for the permit
by filing an appeal with the City Recorder, pursuant to the provisions of Section 7
of Article 3.

4.O4O Demolition of Haza¡dous Structures:

Nothing in this section shall be mnstrued to prevent the issuance of a permit for the
demolition of a structure which the Building Inspecúor shall certify constitutes ahazard
to public safety because of its unsafe or dangerous condition.
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Inventory Resource No.

HistoricNeme

APPENDIX C

EISTORIC RESOURCE EVALU.A,TION FORM

Rating

Date

Add¡ess Evaluato¡

CRITERI.A AIïD FINDINGS

To determine if a historic resou¡ce is eligible as a Local l-mdmark, it must be 50 years old and meet a
qualifying level of both 'Signifrcancen and Tnægrity.n The following criteri4 based on the National
Register criteria, will be used to evaluate proposed historic properties.

AGE

A resource must be 50 yeas old or older (for properties less then 50 years of age, consult National
Register Bulletins #15 [Criteria Consideration Gl nd f22 to determine potential eligibility). NOTE:
If the answer to both these questions is Î.Io,n there is no need to complete the rest of this form.

Yes No

l. Resource is 5O years old or older.

Period of sipificance: 1889 md older = 4 points
1890-1903 =3 poinrf
l9@J92l = 2 poins
lY22-19fi = l point

2. Resource meets criteria for exceptions to age.

Total Points Jor Age -

SIGNIFICANCE

When evaluated within its historic context, a resource must be shown to be signihcant in at least
one of the following a¡eas. Each area can be worth no mone than a total of five (5) points to insure
that the areas are weighted equally (one areais no more significant than another area). This section is
worth a total of 20 points.

Yes Somewhat No
l. EventsÆatterns of Eistory

a The resource is associated with an eve'nt or events that bave
made a significant contribution to the history of the city,
the region, the state, or the nationi andlor

b. the resource is associate with patterns of events or a
historic hend that made a signifrcant contribution to the
history of the city, the region, the state, or the nation.

Tolal Points Jor EventslPallerns of History =
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Yes Somewhat No

2. 'Person(s)

a. The person(s) associated with the resource is(are) individually
signilicant and made de,monstrated coutributions to the history
of the city, the region, the state, or the nation; ¿nd

b. the resource is associated with the person(s)'s productive
life, reflecting the time period in which he or she achieved
signifrcance.

Total Poinßfor Person(s) =

3. Design/Construction

a The resource embodies distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or melhod of constructioni and/or

b. the resou¡ce represe,nts the work of a master; andlor

c. the resou¡ce lÐssesses high artistic value; or

d. the resource rqresents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction
(applies only to districts).

Total Poinls for DesignlConslruction =

4. Information Potential

a. The resource has yielded information imponant to history
or prehistory; or

b. The resource may be likely to yield information important
to history or prehistory.

Total Points for InJormalion Potential =

TOTAL POINTS FOR SIGNIFICANCE (can beno more than 25 points) =

INTEGRITY

Integnty is the authenticity of a resource's historic identity aud it is integral to the resource's ability to
oonvey its signifrcance. There must be identifiable evidence in all or some of the following aspects of
integrity. Which aspects must have integrity should be determined on a case by case basis. Some
aspects may be more important than others in conveying siglifrcance, depending on what makes the
resouroe significant (see sections above). Each area of integrity is worth three (3) points; this section
is worth a total of 21 points.

Yes Partially No

1. Location (is the resource in its originål location?)

2. Design (is the original design intact?)
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(Integng c.mtinued)

3, Setting (has the cha¡acter of the setting stayed the same?)

4. Ndaterials (are the miginâl materials retained?)

5. Workmæship (does it show craftsmanship of the period?)

6. Feeting (does it evoke an aesthetic or historic sense of the past?)

7. Association (is this the site of a historic event or activity or is
the site associated with an importmt peñ¡on historically?)

Yes Parfially No

TOTAL POINTS FOR INTEGRIIY =

FINAL RATING AND RANKING

On the basis of the evaluation of significance and integrity, the findings for this rqsource are:

Total Points for Age

Total Points fø Significmce

Total Points for Integrity

TOTALOVERALLPOINTS =

RANKING: 4O-45 points Pdmary Signifrcance

33-39 points Secondry Significmce

26-32 ponts Contributing Signifrcance

25 & below Non-Contributing

Based on the Total Ove¡all Points. this resource is raûked as
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