
United Stales
Depàrtmen"t,0l
Agrrcultur$

Foresl Service

Pacilic
Norlhwést
Region

W¡l¡amelle
Nalional Forest

IüEüþ*¡g,TRATL sHPUTË'ßli'

(F THE

IIIILAT4FSTE' NATI ChIAL F ONEST

. tl' r

Iûn Inventoq¡ an#jDéüerulnatton ofi.Fllffblllty''"

' USDA.- FOREST SERVICE
MLL¡$ETTE NATT(NAL FONEST



Addendum to
Historic Trail Shelters

Of the
Willamette National Forest

An Inventory and Determination of Eligibility

A Determination of Eligibility
To the

National Register of Historic Places
For

Ash Swale Shelter

Steve Kramer

USDA - Forest Service
Pacific Northwest Region

'Willamette National Forest
Middle Fork Ranger District

February 1,2000



Backeround

This report is an addendum to Cox's 1988 report Historic Trail Shelters of the Willamette
National Forest: An Inventory and Determination of Eligibility. The purpose of this addendum

is to re-submit an evaluation of Determination of Eligibility for Ash Swale Shelter. Ash Swale

Shelter is located on the Middle Fork (formerly Lowell) Ranger District, V/illamette National

Forest in Township 20S, Range lE, Section 7. The site has been recorded on the forest as site

number 18-06-079. Cox's report recommended that Ash Swale Shelter was not eligible for the

National Register of Historic Places.

In the time since that report, the shelter has been rehabilitated. In the summer of 1999, Middle
Fork Ranger District personnel, with the assistance of Passport in Time volunteers and a

professional historic structure preservationist, rehabilitated Ash Swale shelter. Maintaining
original design, location, setting, materials (where possible) and workmanship during the course

of restoration, it is recommended that eligibility criteria for this site be re-visited, and a new

determination be completed.

Cox' s Evaluation and Determination

Cox made his initial determination of all extant trail shelters on the Willamette National Forest in
1988. After introducing these shelters in terms of historic context for evaluation, Cox described

each shelter in its current physical condition.

Cox then applied National Register criteria to each described shelter, and proposed eligibility
recommendations thereof. In this initial determination, he recommended that Ash Swale Shelter

was not eligible for the National Register.

Cox listed evaluation criteria drawn directly from How to Apply the National Register Criteria
for Evaluation published by the National Parks Service. These criteria included integrity of
location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling and association, and applied these

ç¡iteriato criterion (a) (36CFR60.4). From these criteria, Cox devised arating system for
evaluation. This system, however, is flawed.

The failure of the rating system applied by Cox is that it presumes integrity measurements based

on an arbitrary point system. This system is further flawed when considering that each integrity
element was then combined to create a total integrity value that compounds thq arbitrary nature

of each individual element. In particular, Cox's rating system for Ash Swale shelter's materials

integrity down-graded the structure, based upon the poor condition of walls and roof cedar

shakes. Ash Swale shelter was also graded lower for its setting and feeling elements. These

elements are tied together, and a low grade on setting cannot help but produce a low grade for
feeling. The above low graded elements will be addressed later in this addendum.

In essence, each item of criteria should have been separately applied to each trail structure. That

is the method applied to this re-evaluation.



Ash Swale Shelter Rehabilitation

Ash Swale shelter was rehabilitated during the months of August and September 1999. Pete

Cecil of Singletree and Associates, a general contractor specializing in historic structure

preservation, directed shelter rehabilitation. Rehabilitation, in this instance, is taken from the

àefinition described in 36CFR68.2(e). Components of the structure that were replaced included

all sill logs, rafter plate supports, all shake siding and roofing, beams, and the majority of rafter

plate logs and braóing. Tñese components were rotting and were replaced in-kind according to

iústoric plans with peeled cedar logs and shakes. Figures I and 2 show the new components in

place during rehabilitation. Original hand-split shakes measured 30" in length, and like

ieplacemenis were not commercially available, so 27" commercial shake was used instead. All
ot^her replaced materials were the same as original. Materials re-used or deemed as structurally

sound included some beams, bracing, rafters, and nailers.

Figure 1. Shelter with new posts and rafter plate logs.

Figure 2. New shelter framing; new sill log lower right



National Register Criteria for Ash Swale Shelter

Ash Swale Shelter will be evaluated based upon criteria (a) for eligibility to the National

Register of Historic Places. Refer to Cox for descriptive information including physical

characteristics and its location.

Under 36CFR60.4, the shelter is being evaluated by appþing criterion (a) as associated with

events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

This shelter was built in 19J0 as a trail shelter for use by forest service personnel for lodging in

the roadless, remote area along the route from the West Boundary Ranger station to Eagles Rest

and Hardesty Mountain lookouts. Figure 3 is a portion of the 1930 Cascade National Forest

map, showing the original shelter location. This shelter is categorized as an administrative

shelier, used by trail, ielephone and fire crews. Ash Swale shelter was developed, along with

other shelters, as part of ã comprehensive system for fire detection and suppression which

included telephonè and trail networks. Administrative shelters were integral to the overall

system, utilizìd as base camps for maintenance crews and fire patrols and overnight stops for

pack strings that serviced fire lookouts.

Ash Swale shelter is representative of the primary role of fire protection by the Forest Service

during the first four deòades of its existence. When timber harvesting on public lands increased

in scale after World War II, road construction gradually replaced the need for the intricate

horse/hiking trail system. Many lookouts, trail shelters, guard stations, and barns fell into disuse.

Many were left to deteriorate, and others were simply burned. Of the more than 50

admínistrative trail shelters constructed on the Willamette National Forest, only l0 survived.

Cox's justification for eligibility of administrative trail shelters on the Willamette National

Forest holds true for Ash Swale shelter today:

*[T]he trail shelters constructed for use by Forest Service crews...are associated with the historic

dèvêlopment of the USDA Forest Service and its stewardship of National Forest lands. As

components of a comprehensive fire detection and suppression system, these shelters represent the

primary firnction of the Forest Service from its inception through the Depression. These shelters

are representative of the management philosophy of that period which focused on resource

conservation'. (Cox 1988:88)
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Elements for Evaluation

Under 36CFR60.4 the quality elements for evaluation of Ash Swale shelter as a structure are

integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Each of
these elements is addressed herein.

L Location. Ash Swale shelter is found in the same physical location as when constructed.

It has not been moved from its current location at any point in time.

2. Design. Forest Service Region 6 construction plans for trail shelters of the period are

attached in Figure 4. The shelter plan L-F .15M, as shown, was the basic plan for the

Ash Swale shelter. Modification type L-F .15M3 illustrates the design of a cedar-shaked

shelter. While the perspective drawing for this shelter plan shows no shaking for the

sides from 4' 9 y2 " from the front end of the shelter, the drawing labeled 'TYPICAL
END FRAMING' directs 'Sides Covered'. Figure 5 illustrates this finished look. This

historic photograph shows a typical Willamette National Forest trail shelter being

dedicated by Ranger McFarland wherein the shakes are clearly extended to the end of the

shelter sides. Figures 6 and 7 show the completed rehabilitation of the shelter. The title
page photograph is a photo taken in 1988 of the shelter before repairs were performed.

Cox's 1988 description of the interior of the shelter included a five-foot wide sleeping

platform at the rear of the structure, and a framed table on the interior right hand side of
the structure. It cannot be confirmed if these were part of the original structure or were

added at alater period, and are thus excluded from consideration as original design (see

attached forest site form.)

3. Setting. The original setting of Ash Swale Shelter has not been significantly altered over

time. Cox reports the need for the setting to minimally include the 'feel' of remoteness

associated with a time when access across the forest was more limited. Cox further
reports that setting has been disturbed by timber harvest and associated road building. At
Ash Swale shelter, the nearest road lies 480 meters (0.3 miles) away, and the nearest

decade-old harvest unit lies approximately 200 meters away. As the shelter is located in a
natural bowl along the trail, neither road nor timber harvest unit is within sight. The only
public access to the shelter is by hiking one-half to two miles along the historic Eagle's
Rest trail, which exists in its original location. In addition, the entire watershed that
surrounds the shelter has been designated a late-successional (old-growth) reserve in the

Northwest Forest Plan of 1994. This late-successional reserve status means that the area

surrounding the shelter is to be managed to protect and enhance old-growth forest

conditions. Thus, Ash Swale shelter retains its original 'feel' of remoteness, and this can

be expected to increase as the forest regenerates and road closures continue.

4. Materials. All material used in rehabilitating the shelter was the same as used in original
construction. The replacement materials follow guidelines put forth by 36CFR68.3(Ð.

The only exception to this is the size of shake (from 30" to 27".)Material sizes (lengths

and diameters) were duplicated as originally described from the 1931 Region 6 shelter

plans. It is unlikely this difference would be recognizable even by the original builders of
this structure.

5. Workmanship. Where possible, all replaced materials for the shelter were constructed to
reflect the same care and craft as the original builders. Original Region 6 shelter plans

were followed. Cedar logs were hand peeled; sill logs were hand-notched (Figure 8.)

Hand tools were used whenever practical, and a viewer of the shelter today would not
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recognizethat the shelter displays workmanship any less well done than that of the

original structure.

Feeling. Cox discussed integrity of feeling by integrating elements of design,

worknianship, and setting. Ãs Cox noted, the ability to evoke a particular feeling va¡ies

with the individual. Feeling, as associated with the historic nature of the shelter, is

evoked by the experience õf using the shelter. In the instance of Ash Swale shelter, the

integration of original design andworkmanship coupled with its setting, provide for an

historic feeling of'place and time.

Association. In the case of Ash Swale shelter, is derived from the above elements along

with its historic association to a time when Forest Service trail shelters were integral to

, the administrative mission of resource conservation through fîre detection and

,suppression.
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Figure 6. East Elevation

9

Figure 7. Rear and west elevations.



Figure 8. Hand-shaping sill log.

Figure 9. December,1999 photo of completed shelter.

Conclusion

The rehabilitation of Ash Swale shelter in1999 has done much to improve the structural integrity

and appearance of the shelter. This rehabilitation has also addressed the main element in Cox's

e,rahàiion that the shelter did not possess enough integrity of the material element. Ash Swale

shelter, in its rehabilitated state, fulfills all necessary integrity elements to list it as eligible to the

National Register of Historic Places under criterion (a).

10
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f06-079
Forest Service Nunber

Forest: tJlllanetüe

Cultural Resource Site RePort
Reglon 6-USDA Forest Servlce

Ranger Dlstrlct: LoweIl

Page 1 of _IL

Pernanent Nunber

County: lane
Slte Nane (lf any): Swale Trall

B
I
o
c
k

I-OCATION DATA: TRI Conpartnenf : Nane: Goodnan Nunber: 6001

Legal Descrlptlon: Sl{ 1/4 l{E 1/4 lfÏ 1/4 SYI 1/4, sec._1, T.20S R.lE 
'IËLLU.

-t 

I 

-1/ -1 

/ 
-11 

, sec.-,- T'- R '-r 
-M:

Aer.fat photo: Nunbã 1s?8-168 _ r1lsbt ttsDA 12 616180 Date-þ!!QDate_-0499., 1878-168 F
IITI{: Zone 10 EastinSfu North
U.S.G.S. Qr¡ad.: Nane Hardestv Mtn. (S.W- ) SerlesjSg[ Date.
Elevatlon: Feet: 25OO to . Meters¿ 762 to

1 Describe access to the slte and sife datun:
The shelter ls located approxlnately 1/8 ¡nlle east of the Asb Srale trailhead on

F.S. road #5833-509 on the north slde of the--lra'J-.

SETTING:
Terraln: (þneral Topography: nunnocky' qaß ponds Slope: 0-10. f

ra¡¿t Eann. hanaln an 'l¿rwa¡ q{daqlnnas ASOeCt: gaStLand Forn: bãnch on tower sldeslopes Aspect:Æg-

ALt t¿Tg6\

Solls: Surface: S.R.I. Ia¡=dlrme #25: toan Pepll:-0-48 lnches
Subsurfac"t ol"y lo"t - Denth:-=4-? feet averaee

B
I
o
c
k

red b
S¡rrrcunding Slte

Overstory: lÍesterrr
Understory:
Ground Cover: sala1, 0F. grape. sword fern :skunk cabbage. horsetall, nettle. sedgest

grasses. nlnerrs lettuce. strean vloleü
l{ater Sources:

llane
Ash Swale
unnaned trlbutary I Class IV
Relatlon to uajor drainage: Middle
Other Environnental Features:

ThesheIterffi-teauaprotectedspot,bufferedfronweatherbysteeper
slopes to tbe west. Located ln¡nedlaüely west of a swale or swa¡np approxirately
one acre ln size, tbe slte can be nbuggytr ln the spring'

Dlstance Dlrectlon Dralnage Baain
I adJacent I northeast I Goodnan Creek
i tfð ¡¡rre ! northeast ! Goodnan Creek

Fork of ühe l{lllanette River

TY¡e
I sprlng

vlun &

0n-slfe
las-flr. Ïlestern

Site DÍnenslons: seg below and pages 4 & 5

Date(s) of Use (as speclflc as posslble): tln1
N/Á'
1n tbeB

I
o
G

k

How
Slbe
for

Date Deternlned: Forest Servlce recordsqvg vgu9¡ E¡¡gs

T¡peÆunctfon/U@for admlnistratlve us9 as a stg.pov9r.
suool lookouts lers Hardestv Moun

How

Physlcal Dafa:
The trall shelter ts very stnllar bo L-F.15M4 design (p.4) and ls nearly ldentlcal to
the Trall Tlnber Shetüer plan S-13 (p.5), accorddg tó Reglon 6 Bulldlng Plans
The shelter neasures 14 feet across each slde, 14 feeü on the rear roof, and I feet
on lhe front roof. The naln differences from the orlglaal deslgn seen bo be use of
s1lgh¡Iy snaller (8-9 inch) rather than 10-12 lnch'diaueter cedar logs (cont. page 2)

n6-F5-2300-1 I
7 /85

Depth:
nalnl
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Forward

Tbis report docunents an lnvenfory of historic trail sheLters located on the
tlillaueüte National Forest which are belng consldered for lisülng on the

National Register of Hisüoric Places. The project was initiabd by Forest
Service concerns surroundlng the future nanagentnt of four shelüers located in
the Three Sisüers lJllderness Area. Tbe shelteñl are popular desfinabions for
ca¡npers and hlkers which has led to oven¡se of the shelters and tbeir
surrounding envlronment. Therefore, ühÍs deternlnation of eligibillty statenent
1s an inportant step 1n deternfning future nanaget¡Þnt dÍrecbion for fhe

shelters.

The proJect lncludes all of the survÍvlng hlstorlc trall sheLfers on the

tl1llaætte Natlonal Foresb. By exanlnlng the entlre population of brail
shelters, ft was posslble to conpare the j¡dfvidual shelters as a group which

greatly factlitaüed the evaluatlon process. Thls process also provided

lnportant data which nay be used to nake decislons on the fuüure nanagenenb of
the sbelters.

Ia early 1987, each Ranger Dfstrict on the Forest r¡as asked to subnit a Iisü of
trail shelüers on their Distrlct. Flve District (McKenzie, Deüroit, Lowe11,

Oalcrldge, and Sweet Hone) lndicated thaü they hd htstoric trail shelterc. The

Rlgclon and BIue Rfver Districbs reported that trall shelters no longer exjsled.
0nly the trall shelters on Lowell and Oakridge had been previously recorded.

Field work was cor¡ducted durfng the spring and sunner of 1987. Each shelter
vJas recorded, photographed, and lnspected to deternfne its currenb cordition.

Infornation on tbe history and constn¡ctlon dates of ühe shelters was provlded

in a varÍeüy of sources and was often contrdictory. For exanple, the
construction of the shelters on the McKenzie Ranger District along the Oregon

Skyline Trall l¡as announced in an article ln the Eugene Regtster Guard ('10/1/34)

bub no other references to shelters rære found, presunably because the other
shelters were noù builü for publlc use. A 1965 list,Íng of buildings on the

Forest includes 25 traLl shelters with daües of construction wt¡lch contradlcü
other evidence.



Hisüoric Foresü naps were also an inportant source of infornation. Maps of the

Cascade and Sanbian National Forests, prior to their conbl¡ation into the

llillanetbe National Forest 1n 1933, do not differentiate trail sheltens from

other types of forest ca¡lps. The earliest nap which identifies trail shelters

dates to 1934 and shows only the souùh half of the ÌJillanette. Other naps that

show tralr sherbers on the lllIlaætüe date fron 19351 1937,1940' 1947 and

1950. A sunnary of the shelters übat appear on these naps 1s presentd ln
Appendlx A.

Valuable infornaü1on about the shelters uas also obtained fron several forner

Forest Service enployees. Infornablon about the sbelters constn¡cted along the

Oregon Skyllne Trall was provided in an lnterview conducted i¡ 1982 with tlillian
Parke by Forest Service Historiau C¡erald tffllians. Parke, who was hired 1n 1933

as the first recreation planner on the lllllanette National Forest' was

responslble for the locatlon and design of bhe Skylfne TraÍl shelters.

Addlbional lnfornatlon from Parke was obtained by ühe author in Ma¡eh 1988.

Infornaüion about shelters on the Deùrolt Ranger District was gfven by LyIe E.

Moss r¡ho worked on the Distrlct i¡ a variety of rolesr lncluding packer, fron

1923-1940. Infornatlon concernÍng ùhe shelbers on tbe Lowell and Oakridge

Ranger Distrlcts was provÍded by Ed Banrey and Ron Johnson, both long tiue
Forest ServÍce enployees who are now reüfred. Additlonal infornation on the

LoweII and Oakridge shelters lras obtalned fron Helen Snith who, as a volunteer'

bas been involved in nuch of the nalntenance work on the shelters on both

Dlstrlcts.

l- l-
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Inbroductlon

By 1940, over 60 trail shelters had been built on the üilllanette Naüional

Foresb. 0f these, eighb were built along the Oregon Skyltne trail for use by

hikers. The renalnder were buj-lt prinarlly for use by Forest Service wor{<

crews. Most hrere consbructed betr¡een the ]aüe 1920ts and 1941 t¡hen the Civilian
Conservation Gorps (CCC) was terni¡aüed as the United Staües entered l{orld l{ar

II.

Most of the shelters r,Iere variatlons of the Adf rordack style. This style was

apparently developed by the early trappers and ln¡nters llving in the Adirondack

reglon of the eastern Unlted States. Originally, bhe shelter llas a ühree slded

Iog building with one open side. Iü had a nsaltboxn roof (a gable roof with one

slope exterded) witb the shorter slope overhanglng ühe open fronü. Built lot¡ in
beight, the shelter could be heaüed by a canpfire built in front of the open

slde. Users slepü on evergreen boughs la1d on the ground. (Gooder 1938 Part

II:87-88) .

0n bhe tlillanette Natlonal Forest, trail shelterc retalned the basic design of
the origtnal Adirondack shelter. However, several nodiffcatlons I'Fre nade to
acconnodate local condlülons and needs (Frgure 1 ). Rather than befng nade

solely of logs, rcst shelters were franed witb peeled logs and poles, then

covered wltb a varlety of naterlals, eepecialty spllt cedar shakes. Logs and

hand spllt boards r¡ere also used for siding. Native rock was uüi11zed for
constructlon of portlons of the walLs at sone shelters. AII of the sheltert
were builb of native naterlals obtained near bhe shelber locatlons.

Roofs were nodffied fn two ways. First, the pitch r¡as lncreased Ín response to
the heavy snows contnon in the nounüal¡ous areas rütere mst rære located. The

rear slope was also exterded beyord the ridge lfne approxinately one foot
fornÍng a co¡nb which created a snoke vent the full length of the ridge.

Inslde, nany shelters had built-ln furniture lncluding sleeping plafforns'
bur¡ks, tables, shelves, and bencbes. Toilets, stoves' and feed racks for
aninals were also added to sone shelters.
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Today¡ 13 historic trall shelters exfsü on the tJlllanetüe National. Forest.
Twel.ve are of the Adlrondack style and one Ís a recbangular-shaped bullding with
three encfosed sides and a shed roof.

Two obher bulldtngs lncluded 1n this süudy are currently used as trail shelters

but rære orlginally constructed for other purposes. The Hand Lake shelter was

bullt as a warnlng hut for a ski area. The Mule Mountain shelter was orÍginally
a snall horse barn built i.n associablon with a Forest Service lookout and snall
cabin.

Adninisürative Shelters

Most of ühe brail shelters on the tlillanette National Foresü Ì¡ere consfrucbed

for use by Forest Service trail and telephone llne nal¡tenance crews (Ìll1llans t

1982:26; Eugene Reglster Guard ¡ 7/17/83; USA-FS' 1935b:13). However' the

shelters were also used for overnlght stops by ühe District packers and by flre
cbasers durlng perlods of high fÍre danger. I{hen not in use by Forest Service

personnel the shelters were available to the recreatlonal public.

The constructÍon and use of the trall sheltens reflects the way the t{1l]aneüte

Natlonal Forest was developed beür.æen 1925 and 1945. During that, the rol.e of
ühe Foresü Service was largely a custodial one of fire probecbion (USA-FS'

1954). Prlor to 1928, Forest Servlce ffre pabroluen traveled through thelr
areas looking for flres or contacted foresü use¡"s to provide infornation about

flre prevention. To uaxinize publlc contact, these patrolren spent nrch of
thelr tire near the nore popular lakes and rlvers. However, this kept then in
locatlons that had tinlLed vlews of bhe surrounding üerritory and earned bhen

the label of npot hole patrolnenn. In 1971 t after a bad fire season in northern

tJashlngton, the Regtonal Offlce lssued an order io nove the patrolnen to ridge
üops where ühey could watch over a nuch larger area. (McCullogh, 1970). This

began a perlod of l¡tensive lookout constn¡ctlon. In 1927, there rære six
Lookouts ln the area now adninistered by t,he ïl1l]anetüe National Forest. By the

tine the tltllanette Natlonar Forest was created in 19331 25 rookouts r"ere

located on the Forest. Between 1933 and 1941, nany of the earlier fookouts were

rebuflt and 30 new lookout,s rere added (Kresek, 1985:77-79). lbst of bhis rcrk
r.¡as done by t,he CCC.
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Virtually all of the loolcouts were i¡ unroaded areas. They were connecbed to
bhe District offices and each other by a systen of tralls and telephone ljnes.
Manned between nld-June and the first snol¡s of autunn, they v¡ere supplied by the

Dtstricb packer and hls strlng of aninals.

In addition to providing access to tbe lod<outs, the ürail systen was used by

flre fighters to get üo tbe nsuokesn dlscor¡ered by the lookouts. The difference

between a snall fire and a uajor disaster often deperds on how quickly the fire
figbüers could arrfve on the scene. The abflÍty of the fire fighters to tr'avel-

qulckly to any portj.on of the foresü was directly related to ühe cordiüion of

the trails over wt¡ich they traveled.

Thus, the trail and telephone systens were essentlal conponents of fire
suppresslon on the Natlonal Forests prior to l{orld tlar II. In the heavlly

tinbered Cascade Mountalns of the ttlllanette NaüÍonal Forest, trail and

telephone nal¡tenance rÞre naJor jobs. lhe wfnber süorns conmn to fÏre area

¡rould reguJ.arly blow over trees, blocklng üralls and knocking dovrn phone lines.
Further, the spring n¡noff of the beavy snows would ofben r¡ash out sections of

trail.

Eacb Ranger DÍsürictrs naintenance crew packed lnto the foresü in the late
sprlng and renafned to work on trails and adjacent telephone lfnes untfl fall
(Silverrcon, 1984: ?1). A crew establl-shed a base canp along a trail ar¡d worked

both ways fron the canp for a dlstance of up to 5 niles. Then bhe base canp was

noved wtth the help of the pack string and the process was repeaüed.

Slnce the sane tralls Ìrere annually naintalned, the better focations for base

canps were discovered and used regularly. When the perlod of intensive lookout

construction began ln 1928, trall sheLüer constn¡ction also increased. l8cst of

bhe earlter shelters hrere consün¡cted in locations where they could be used not

only by ürail naf¡tenance crel¡s buü also as overnight süops for bhe packer.

Qften sttes near neadows were selected to talce advantage of the available

forage. Many nere located near trail junctfons r¡hlch allowed the naintenance

crews to work nore nlles of trall and telephone lines fron a single location.

l{ibh the advent on the Civlllan Conservation Cor?s in 1933, nany rcre shelters

were buÍIb. A 1934 nap of tbe southern half of the Ílillanette shows 13 trail



shelters but a 1935 nap shows 38 shelters in the sane area. This was bhe period

during which nost of the trail sheltets on the Forest lrere constructed . L 1937

nap shows no new shelters on the forest and a 1940 naps shows only nile
additional shelters forest r¡ide.

Thus, the trail shelters Ìrere an lntegral part of the fire probætion'

detection, âDd suppresslon systen establlsbed by the Forest Service betrcen 1925

and 1945. the shetters were basic support facllltles necessary for the

constmctlon and naintenance of the trails and üelephone ll¡es tùich rcre
essential for transportation and conn¡nlcation.

After 1945, the fire protection systen changed dranatically. Two-way radios had

been lnproved durlng tJorld tlar II and these replace tbe Forest Service telephone

systen. Tiuber harvesting increased and the acconpanying road construction
eventually opeaed up the Forest and nade nosü of the ürail systen unnæessary.

As tlnber Danageupnt assuned a larger role, the Forest Servicers work force

lncreased. Tbis expanded work force put nany nore people in tbe woods who could

watch for fires while perfornfng there regular duties ¡rhich reduce tbe role of
the lookout in fire detectÍon. Today, there are only four lookouts still 1n

servlce on the l{lllanette Natlona1 Foresü.

l{ith ühe changes ln the fire protection systen on the !{lllanette Naülonal

Foresb, trail and telephone naintenance all buü stopped and the trall shelters
becane unnecessary. The shelter¡¡ were elther renoved or left to deteriorate
naburally. The ten ürall shelters built as part of the flre detectlon sysben on

the llillanette NaùLonal Forest are nol¡ used prinarily for recreatlon and have

survived largely bhrough the efforbs of volunteers who have done naintenance.

Rgcreation Shelters

Nine trall shetters on the tilllanette Natlonal Forest were built speclfically
for recreational use. The Hand Lake Shelter l¡as construcbed as parb of the

developnent of the Hard Lake Ski Area. Another eight shelte¡¡ were built as

part of a systen of trall shelters associated r¡lth the Oregon Skyline Trall.

Hand Lake was the fÍrst hlgh elevatj-on ski area developed on the tlillanette
National Forest. Prevfous developnents at lJhite Branch and ldar¡ha rere at



elevations too low to assure an adequate snowpack during the ski sea.son. Hand

Lake had been used for wlnter sports on an lnternittent basis during bhe early
1930's. In 1932, the Obsidians Outdoor Club of Eugene had cleard and graded a

skÍ run 40 feet wide and 100 feet long (Eugene Regfster Guardr 10/17/32).
However, access to the Hand Lake area over tbe winter luas uncertain since the
Staüe Highway Departnent did not keep the nearby McKenzie Highway open.

However, in 1937, ln response to continued lobbylng fron the Obsidians, ühey

agreed to plow tbe hlghway to Hand Lake on a trj-al basis (the OUsidian, Nov.

1937). Over the next 4 years the site was developed throwh a cooperative
effort of the Obsidians and the Forest ServÍce. The Obsldians, under bhe

direction of McKenzle Dlstrlct Ranger, Ray Engles, and usÍng tools supplled by

the Forest Servlce, cleared ski runs. The Obsidians afso constnrcted a ski junp

and lnsballed a rope tow. The Foresb Servlce consün¡cted the large Adiror¡dack

style shelter in the fall of 1939 (Tbe Obsidlan, Dec. 1939-Jan. 1940).

The Hand Lake Ski Area was popular with skiens fron the Eugene area and

experlenced heavy use. Howerrer, 1n early 1941 the HÍghway Departænt refì¡sed to
continue fo plow the road. TbiB was probably related to the conpletion of ühe

all weaüher North Santlan Hlghway and bbe developnent of the Hoodoo Ski Bowl,

both located 15 nfles üo ühe north of Hard Lake.

The other trafl shelùers constn¡cbed for recreation purposes on the I'Iillaæüte
Natlonal Foresü were parb of the developnent of ühe Oregon Skyli¡e Trail. In
1919, the Forest Service began consldering ühe developænt of a trail that would

run the length of the Cascade Mountains fron Canada to the Oregon-California
border. E¡risfing tralls would be used uhere possible with new trall constnrcted
where necessary. In the sunrer of 1920, Fred W. Cleator, who hras responslble
for recreation plannÍng and developænt for the Foresb Servicets Pacific
Northwest Reglon, lnspected the area between Craüer Lake and Minto Pass, jusü

north of Three Finger Jack. Clealor took four conpanions including an engineer,
a grazLng expert, and a cook 1n additlon to a strJng of $ pack horses. He also
had a large nunber of trail narkers and slgns whlch he used to nark hls route.
This was the beginning of the Oregon Skyltne Trail, now part of the Pacific
Crest Natlonal Scenic Trail. (Ralcestrar¡, 1988(Drafü):V-7).

Cleaborrs plans for the Skyline Trail lncluded the construcüion of trail side
shelbers. He envisloned hlkers spendÍng the night at a shelüer, breaking canp



the next norning, hfking 6-8 nlles to the next shelter, and setting uP camp by

nld-afternoon. This would aIlow then to enjoy the recreabionaL opporüunities

around the shelter before traveling on bhe nexl day. (Uillians, 1982t22).

However, funding for recreation on Nabional Forest lands was narginal and plans

for trail Eide shelbers were shelved.

It r¡as not untit the creation of bhe CCC j¡ 1933 and the slrnrltaneous increase

in recreatlon fundlng to bhe Foresb Service that Cleatorts plans tære realized.
0n tbe tliltaneüüe Natlonal Forest, tbe responslbility for the location ar¡d

design of the trail shelters was given to ÌIf1l1an Parke. Parke' the fi¡st
recreaüÍon planner hired by bhe Forest, was charged with planning CCC recreation
proJecbs.

Parke and Detroit Dlstrtct Ranger, Roy Ellioü, üraveled ühe Skyline TraiL in May

1934, selecbing locaüÍons for shelters at llarlon, Jornr Duffy, and Sanfian

Lakes. 0n the McKenzle Ranger Disüricü, Par*e and Disürlct Ranger, Ray Eng1es,

worked thelr way south fron the McKenzle Htghway. They selecbed shelter sites
at Sunshl¡e, Janes Creek, Horse Lake, Cliff Lalce, Mink Lake, and Charlfon

Lake. (tli]}Íansr 1987: 22-23; Parke personal conn¡nication, 1988).

Tbe shelters at Marlon, Duffy, Horse, Cliff, MiDk, and Charlton Lakes and ab

Janes Creek and Sunshlne were built in 1934. (Eugene RegJster Guard'

10/1/3423i 1935 l¡llfaneüte National Foresb Map). A shelter was not built at

Saatlan Lake until the laüe 1940rs. The Jorn Lake site was never developed.

All of these shelters, with the exceptlon of ühose at Sunshine and Horse Lake,

r¡ere three-sided Adirondack style shelbers constn:cted by CCC crews with local

naterials. (Wlltians, 198?: 22; Par*e personal comrunication, 1988). Most

were sinply constructed wlth peeled logs taken fron the siüe for franl¡g. Split
cedar shakes covered ùhe walls and roof. Sone shelters, suctt as the one at

Cliff Lake, also incorporated native rock i¡to thelr design. Other developnents

ab the brail shelüers tncluded rusbic tables, storres, toilets, and garüage pits
(USDA-FS, 1935b:14).

Like the other shelters along bhe Skyliae TraÍI, SunshJne was constructed of

native r¡aterials lncludlng peeled loglpole framlng and split shake walLs and

roof. It r¡as rectangular with three enclosed sldes and a gable roof. Sunshi¡e

was bullt near tinberline at the junction of the Skylile Trail and the clinberst



route to the North and MÍddle Sisters. The Obsidians had lobbied for a shelter
in the area since 1927 wt¡en two young nen rpre k1lled nhen caught in a Labor Day

storn while descending the Mfdclle Sister. Rescue efforts were hanpered by the

lack of a sultable base canp near the nountain. The closest base canp $¡as

located at Frog Canp, 4 nlles away and 3000 feet belo¡¡ Sunshine. Thusr Par*e

had located Sunshlne for duaf use as a trail shelter and a base canp for
nounüaln rescue 1n the popular cllnblng area. (Willians , 1982223-24).

The Horse Lake Shelter was also larger than other shelters along the Skyline
Trall. Iù was a three slded bullding nade of horlzonüal logs with a gable roof.
An intersecting gable projected several feet orær fhe open sÍde forning a

covered veranda. The roof and gable erds were coverd wlt,h split shalces. This

shelber was 200 feet fron the Horse Lake Guard Station, ühe nain Forest Ser¡¡j.ce

adninistraülve slte ln ühe Three Sisüeæ PrÍnfüive Area. The shelter nay have

served a dual ro1e, acconnodating both hikers and Forest Servlce personnel wtrÍch

¡nay account for lüs larger size.

Tbus, the Oregon Skyline Trall and associated shelters were concelved and

<leveloped as a unit. The trall/shelüers systen was planned and built during an

era when canping equlpnent was heavy and cunbensone. The placenent of the

shelüers a days hike apart ellninated the need to pack tentage and nade the High

Cascades accesslble üo nany nore people.

The developnent of nodern, Ilghüweighü canping equlpnent reduced the need for
the shelbers. In the lasü 20 years, wilderness areas have been creatd that
include rcst of the Oregon Skyline Trafl on the ÌJtIlaæüte Natlonal Forest and

nany of the shelters l¡ere renoved under the bellef ühat they did nob conforn
wlth wllderness values. Today, three of ühe sheJ.ters built along the route of
the Oregon Skyline Trail are still present on the lùillaneüte National Forest.
These are located at Janes Creek , Clif f La.lce and Mfnk Lake.



Exlant Îra1l Shelters

Currentlyr 15 blstorfc trail shelters are located on the tiiltanetüe National
Forest. I{hile these shelbers are no}¡ prinarily used by recreational canpers,

they were orfglnally bullt for a varj.eüy of purposes. The najorlty of the
shelters l¡ere constructed for use by Forest Servlce trall and telephone

naintenance crelrs. Otbers were buj.lt for recreation uae by the public. Tbe

Hand Lalce Shelter was consbructed as part of a ski area and the Mule Mountaln

Shelter !¡as a horse barn at a Foresü Service lodrout and flrenanrs carrp.

Thirteen of the shelters are Adlrondack style wftb three enclosed sides and a

saltbox roof. The renainlng two are both rectargular, one wlth a shed roof and

the other gabled. A1l of bhe shelters rÉre constructed with natlve naterlals
obtai¡ed at tbe slte. Tbe one excepülon fs the Hand Lake shelüer where sawn

lunber was used as walI sheathing.

IO



Coffln Burn Trail Shelter

Detroit Ranger Distrlct
ïillanetbe Nafional Forest
Linn County, Oregon

Nff 1/4, Sec 2, T.11 S., R.5 E., liM

Elevation: 3700 feet

Site Nunber: 18-04-198

The Coffl¡ Burn Trall Shelüer 1s one of üwo shelterc on the llillaneübe National
Foresü whlcb ¡¡as nof based on a uodiflcatlon of the Adirondack style. Iü is
rectangular (10 X 14.5 feet) wibh one open slde facing souüheast üoward the
hlllside. It has a shed roof slopl.ng tor¡"ard ühe rear of the shelfer. lbe
shelter is franed wlth split cedar þsant^q. lbe sill logs rest on native rock
piers except for bhe eastern s111 which rests on a presst¡re treaüed 4 X 4.

Sidlng ls spllt cedar boards and batfens. The roof ls shake. A 5 X 7 fooü bur¡k

bed wÍth split cedar boarrl deckÍng is attached üo the eastern wall. A fable of
spltü cedar boards 1s attached üo the western wall near ühe rear of the
shelüer. The table ls hlnged and can be swung up against the wall nt¡en not in
use.

The exact daüe of constn¡cülon 1s unknovm. The shelter appearîs on ühe 1935

I{lllanetüe Natfonal Forest nap which 1s the earllesü avallable nap of the Forest
that speclftcally ldenfifies traÍl shelter locaùlons.

The shelfer cumently ls in good conditlon. Tt¡e franlng stding and roofÍng are

sound. the shelüer was blown over in the nLd-l$f0rs but was rebutlt using the
orlglnal naterlals. Since then, the roof was replaced Ín kind. Tt¡e

surroundLng tinber was hanrested several yeans ago and the shelter now star¡ds 1n

a clear cut.

11



CoffÍ¡ Burn Trall Shelter
Looklng South
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Coffln Burn Trall Shelter
Interlor Vlew Showlng Bunk Beds
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Volcano Trail Shelter

Detrolt Ranger DlsürÍct
tllllauebte Natlonal Foresf
LÍnn Counby, Oregon

sE 1/4, SE 1/4, SE 1/4, Sec 31' T.11 S., R.5 E., ÏlM

Elevatlon: 4000 feet

Site Nunber: 18-04-197

Volcano Trall Shelter 1s located along tbe old Vol-cano Trall ln Douglas-fir
forest on tbe eastern edge of a clear¡ut. The Volcano Trail was abandoned

several years ago and übe shelter appean to ræelve litfle use.

The shelter is a square (14 X 14 feet) Adirondack style with fra¡nlng of peeled

logs and spllt cedar posüs. Tbe sill logs reet on cedar log rounds at ühe rear
of ühe shelter and on the ground near the open front. Sidlng 1s split' cedar

boa¡ds. The saltbox roof wlbb conb ls also coverd with spl1t cedar boa¡ds

neasurfng 7 feet ln length. A 4 foot wlde sleepiug platforn wÍüh split log

frane and spllt cedar board decktng runs the length of the rear waII. A bable

and bench are attacbed to tbe western wall. The table top and bench are made of
sfngle spllt cedar planks neasurfng 68 t¡ches long and 1 inch thick, 28 inches

and 1l fnches wlde, respectively. The tops of both the bable and bench are

snooüh. The franl¡g for the table ar¡d bench is split cedar. A shelf nade of 2

spllt cedar boards ls aütached to the eastern wa1l.

The construcüÍon date of this shelter ls unknown. It does not appear in any of
bhe sources used to date the other shelters on bhe Foresü. the shelter was

unknown üo LyIe E. Moss who worked on bhe Deürpit Rarger Distrlct fron 1923

unüLI 1940. He served as packer for the dlstrlct during the ¡n1d-1930rs and was

faniliar wÍth all of the shelters. (Moss, 1988).

The shelter Íras apparently constructed for adninlsùraüive use. Sf¡ce it ts
located at tbe junction of the Volcano Trall and the trall to the Kinney Ridge

16



Lookout, it would have been a good locatl.on for a base canp for ¡naintenance

cre¡¡s for the tralIs and telephone llne along bhe Volcano lrail.

The shelter fg in generally good conditlon. The cedar boards used for siding
and roofing are sound. The franlng elenents are also sound w1üh the excepüfon

of the east and wesù sill logs which are decayed ab thelr southern ends.

T7
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McQuade Creek/Chinney Peak Trail Sbelter

Sweet Hone Ranger Distrlct
tff llanette National Forest
Lfnn Counfy, Oregon

Nlf 1/4r Sec I, T.12 S. ' R.5 E., l{M

Elevatfon: 4000 feet

Siüe Nunber: 18-03-18

The McQuade Creek Shelter, also known as the Chimey Peak Shelüer, ls locatd on

a nld slope bench below Chlmey Peak. The sumoundfng vegetation is prinarily
nature Dor:glas-fJ.r, henlock, and cedar. The shelüer ls a recüangular (12X 14.5

feet,) Adlrondack style wlth an open front. Construction 1s peeled log,/pole

franlng covered wfth spllt shakes on the ùhree enclosed sldes. The saltbox roof
with conb ls also covered with shakes. Two bunks wlth pole supports and splÍt
shake decklng run the length of the rear of ùhe shelter. A snall table of spllt
cedar boards with a shake top fs attached to bhe west wall near the fronü of tbe

sbelter. The reuains of a rock ard cenent flre place are centerd 1n front of
the shelter.

The shelter was consün¡cted 1n 1938 for ühe Foresü Service by a crew led by

Reese l{atkfns. A feed rack and a nllallowa tolletn, both no longer present, rere

also part of the orfginat developnent. (Inprovenent Card for Chinrey Ped<

Shelùer, n.d.).

The current cor¡dltion of the shelter is falr. Shakes are nisslng fron the walls
and roof and those stlll ln place show sJ.gns of decay. Tt¡e franing Is ln good

cordltlon wlth the exception of the badty decayed slll log locatd on the east

wall. The ends of the rafüers and the naller which forn the co¡nb are also

deterlorated, especlally on the west erd where lt has collapsed.

20



McQuade Creek Trail Shelter
East and North Elevations

McQuade Creek Trall Shelter
Soutb and l{est Elerratlons
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McQuade Creek
InterÍor Vlew Showlng Bunks

Trall Shelter
and Table 1n Southwest Corr¡er

a.
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l.fiddle Fork Trail Shelter

Sweet Fione Ranger Dj-stricf
tJillanette National Forest

Linn County, Oregon

N 1/2, Sec 36, T.12 S., R.5 E., T.lM

Elevabion:2000 feet

Site Nunber: 18-03-22

The l"liddle Fork Shelter, also known as Shed Camp, is located on a terrace along

the west bank of the Middle Santiarn River. The surrounding closed ca¡opy forest
is primarily Douglas-fir, hemlock, and cedar. It is a rectangular (12X 15

feet) Adirondack style shelter with split cedar post and peeled log frarring,
split shakes on the three encLosed sides and roof, and has native rock piers. A

pair of 32il wide bunks wibh split shake decking run lhe length of the rear

wall. A splib cedar boa-rd ladder attaclred to the center front of the bunks

provides access to a stor"agelsleeping loft with pole decking in ttre north end of
the shelter. Two shelves constructed of split cedar boards and shakes are

suspended frorr the roof framing along tlre southeast wail. A table of similar
construction is aübached to the northea.sl wa1l. Also present is a free standing

benclr construcled of a 2tt X 15rt X 56rt cedar slab with slab legs. The renai¡s of
a horseshoe shaped rock and concrete fireplace are centered just outside the

open, southeast facing front.

The shelter was constructed in 1938 by a creÌ¡ led by Reese lJatkins. ]t replacecl

a pole franed, shake covered building construcbed at the site in 1915. hãtki¡s
and his crew also constructed a feed rack for stock and a rrfiallowa toilettt at

.the 
site . ( I¡rLf,rovernent Card for Midd1e Fork Shed , n.d . ) .

The shelter was reshaked in i 981 as an Eagle Scout project by Eryan Shilts.
Several nembers of Boy Scout Troop 101, Cascade Area Counsel, aiong with adult
volunteers felled a large cedar tree and fron j.t hand split approxinately 360

shakes that were 32" X Ett , the same size as the original shakes. the

25



deberiorated shakes were then renoved and burned ard the ner¡ shakes were applied
over the original franlng.

The shelter ls currenüly 1n excellent condltion. The franj¡g 1s sourd with the
only decay noted i¡ the s111 logs at ühe exürene ends near the open side " The

replacenenü of tbe orlgfnal shakes hras well executed and the roof and wa1ls are
ln good condj.tlon. The renoval of shales, presunably for flre rood, wtricb fs
couuIþn at nany of the shelters, 1s not apparenü here.
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Middle Santian Trail Shelter
South and East Efevations

Interior
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Buck Meadows Trall Shelter

McKenzie Ranger District
l{tllaneüte Natlonal Foresü

Lane County, Oregon

Nll 1/4, NtI 1/4, Sec 15, T.17 S., 8.7 E., tlll

Elevatlon: 5300 feeü

Site Nunber: 18-07-16H

The Buck Meador¡s Shelter ls located tn the Tbree Sisteß l{llderness Area. The

shelter stands on a low, tinbered rldge whlch proJects Ínto the upper ea^stern

end of Buck Meadows. Tbe neadow ls nearly 500 feeü wfde and 1/3 nile lorg.
Several snall sprfngs are locaüed Just to the east of the shelter.

The shelüer was constn¡cted ln 1934 for use by brall nai¡tenance crews (USA-FS,

1935b:13). It fs a sguare (14 X 14 feet), three sided Adirondack sbyle shelter
wlth peeled log/pole frane and r¡aII shalres. The saltbox roof r¡1th conb ls also

shake covered. Unlike mst of the other extant shelters, the fuck Meadows

Shelter has no bullt-ln sleeplng area or other furniture.

Tbe shelter Ls stn¡cturally sound. I{ith the exceptlon of decay Ín two raffer
ends whlch have been expoged due to the renoval of roof shakes, the fraulng is
ln good condlülon. A subsüantlal nunber of shakes are nissing, especlally on

ühe south elevaülon. Those shakes stÍIl J.n place show slgns of decay. the
shelter is unstable, probably due to the nlssing shakes and bhe poor conditlon
of those present.
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Buck Meadows Trail Shelter
East and North Elevafions

Buck Meadows Trall Shelter
South and l{est Elevatlons
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Buck Meadows TraÍI Shelter
Interlor View Showing Franing 1n Northwest Corner
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Janes Creek Trail Shelter

McKenzle Ranger Dfstrict
tllllanette National Forest
Lane County, Oregon

NE 1/4, NE 1/4¡ Sec 24, T.17 S., R.7 E., l{l.l

Elevatlon: 5820 feet

Sibe Nunber: 18-07-19H

The Janes Creek Shelter is locafed ln ühe Three Slster¡ tlllderness Area at the
wegtern edge of a neadow at ühe headraters of a branch of Janes Creek. It j.3

adjacent üo a section of ùhe old Oregon Skyltne Tra1l. The Skylfne Trall was

J.ncorporated into the Pacfflc Cresü Naülonal Scenlc Trall rü¡en the later was

created ln 1968 by the passage of the Natlonal Tralls System Act (Publfc Law

90-543). Sl¡ce then, the allgnænt of the Pacific Crest Trail near the Janes

Creek Shelüer was noved one nlle east and the sectlon of t,he Oregon Skyline
Trail 1s nolr part of the general Forest trail sysfen. The shelter is a

rectangular (14 X 16 feet) peeled log./pole fra¡ned Adiror¡dack style shelber wfth
vertical pole and spllt pole stdlng on the three enclosed sldes. lbe saltbox
roof wiüb conb 1s covered wlth a double layer of 32! spllt shalces. A low

sleeping platforn of 1 X 12 boards n¡ns the length of fhe rear waII. A rock

fire ring ls located ln front of the sheLfer.

The Janes Creek Shelter was constructed 1n 1934 by a CCC crew (Eugene Register
Guard, 10-1-34). It was one of a series of sheltens along the Skylfne Trail
that rlere locaüed and designed by B1l1 Parke, tllllareüte Natlona1 Forest
Recreation Planner, and Ray Engles, McKenzie Distrfct Ranger. (Hillians, 1982)

The rustfc bable, üollet, and garbage pÍb wtrtch lere part of the orlginal
developnent at the shelter slte (USA-FS¡ 1935a214) are no lorger present.
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Janes Creek Trail Shelter
East and North Elevations

Janes Creek Trail Shelter
I'lesf and South Eleyations
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Jaæs Creek Trail Shelter
Interior View Showing Sleeping Platforn
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Hand Lake Shelter

McKenzie Ranger Dlstricb
l{lllanetüe National Forest
Lane County, Oregon

NE 1/4, Sec 34' T.17 S., R.7 1/2 E. ' lll'{

Elevatlon: 4520 feet

Site Nunber: 18-0?-18H

The Hand Lake Shelter 1s locaüed on the edge of a nedow surrour¡dlng Hand Lalce

and lles just ouüside the boundary of the Mt. tlashington tlllderness Area. It 1s

a ractangulan (16 X 18 feet), AdJ.rondack style shelter with a peeled log/pole
frane. The slII logs rest on native rock plers. The shelter 1s open on tbe

northwesü side with ühe renal¡fng tbree sldes coverd wlth v¡all shakes, in both

24n and 30tt lengths, over horizonüal 1 f 12 board sheathlng. The saltbox roof

with coub Ís also shake covered.

The Hard Lake Shelter was constmcted

Ray Engles, McKenzfe Dlstrict Ranger.

Servlce as part of the developnent of
warning and flrst aid shelter.

ln the falI of 1939 under the dirætion of
The sbelter was constn¡cbed by the Forest

the Hard Lake Skt Area and was used as a

The ski area was firsü developed tn 1932 r¡hen the Obsfdlans cleared and graded a

ski run near the lake (Eugene Regfster Guard, 10/17/32). More inbenslve

developnent was urdertaken beginnlng ln 1937 as a coordlnated effort by the

Forest Servlce, ühe Obsidian Outdoor Club, and ühe Ski Laufers, a wlnter sports
group assoclated with the Obsidians. This laber developnent of Hand Lake was

nade possible when bhe State Hlghway Departnent agreed bo plow the nornally
snowed-in McKenzle Hlghway. In 1937, Engles led a group of ski enthuslasts to
Hand LaIe where they used axes to clear a ski run on the west slde of übe lake

(Frear, 19TT). The followlng sutnær the Obsldians ard Ski Laufers again jolned

forces to construct a skl junp on the east side of ühe lake (Eugene Regjster

Guard , 1/1/39).
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Further work was perforned at Hard Lake in 1939, when Engles again led groups of
fhe Obsidj.ans, bbe Ski Laufers, and the l{ÍIlarette SkÍ Patro1 to clear three
nore ski runs, an up h1Il run for a rope tow, and a connecting trail. Ed

Thurston, a nenber of the ObsÍdians and ühe developer of the Hoodoo Ski Bowl,

installed a rope tow for use durl¡g the 1939-40 ski season. (The Obsidian,

12/39-1/40).

In early 1940, the Greyhound Bus Conpany announced that it would run a weekly

ski bus fron Eugene to Hand Lake. The bus left Eugene i¡ bhe norning and spent

ühe day at Hard Lake where it was used as a warning shelter. It then returned

bo Eugene 1n bhe evening, stopplng at Bel*nap Hot Sprlngs resort where the

skiers used the nj¡eral pool.

Tbe Hand Lake Skf Area r¡as closed 1n early 1941 when the State Highway

Departnent announced tbat lf would no longer plow the McKenzle Highway to the

upper elevatlons (The Obsidian, 2/41). Since then the prlrrary use of the
building has been as a ùrall sbelter.

The Hand Lalce Ski Area was one of several areas of thls type ühat were developed

on Naùlonal Foresü lands prlor to 1940. The surge of recreaülon developrent
tbaü acconpanied the creaüion of the CCC incÌuded winter sports facilfties bhat
varled ln conplexity fron the nasslve Tinberllae Lodge to a cleared hillside
wlth no other improvenents. Anong these were facilibies like Hand Lake tbat
lncluded skÍ n¡ns, Junps, rope üows, tollets, and a mrning shelter. The

facillty at Hand Lake was one of at least slx such sites developed in Oregon by

1939 (USDA Forest Service, 1939). the Hand Lake shelber Ís bhe only surrrlving
exanple of this level of ski area developnent in the state of Oregon.

The shelter currently 1s 1n good condition. The log,/pole franing and board

sheathing is sound. Tbe rock plers supporùing the sill logs contj-nue to keep

the shelter well above grade, preventlng any significant deterloratlon. A

substantial nunber of waIl shakes have been renoved and there ls a snal I hole

the roof at the north corner. Neither have affected the stn¡cüural integrity
the shelter.

in
of
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lland Lake
South and 1üest
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C1iff Lale Trall Shelter

McKenzie Ranger Districb
tlillanette llational Forest
Lane County, Oregon

NE 1/4r Sec 16, T.19 S. ' R.7 E. ' tJM

Elevatlonz 5150 feet

Site Nunber: 18-07-17H

The Cllff Lahe Shelüer fs locaüed ln the Three Slsters l{ilderness Area on the

northwest shore of Cliff Lake near its outleü. The forest surrounding the lake

ls donl¡ated by trees of the Paclfic Sllver Fir zone.

The strucüure is a rectangular (14 X 16 feeb) Adlrondack style shelüer with
three enclosed sides. The open south elevaüion faces the la.lce. It has a peeled

Iog/po1e frame. The lor¡er 4 feet, of the walls are dry süacked tabular rock ard

sptit shalce above. Tbe saltbox roof with conb Ís shake coverd. The sleeping

area, Iocated acnoss the length of the rear of bhe shelter, 1s a slightly rafsed

dirt plaüforn surrounded by 6n peeled logs. A snall ùable witb pole fraæ and 3

tabular rocks forning the top ls attacbed to the north walI near the front of
the shelter. A rock fJ.re rfng 1s located In fronü of fhe shelter.

the Ctlff Lalce Shelter was construcüed in 1934 by a CCC crew (Eugene RegJster

Guard, 10-1-34). lbe s1üe had been selected earlier ühat year by B11I Parke and

Ray Engles (tlll1lans, 1982.22, Parke, per€onal conm¡nlcaülon, 1988) and was

constructed as part of the trall shelter developnenü assoclated with the Oregon

Skyllne Trall, which is now known as the Paciffc Cresü Natlonal Scenic trailt
locaüed 200 yards üo the r¡est. The rustlc table, tofleü, and garùage plt which

were part of the orlglnal developnent at the shelter site (USDA-FS, 1935a:t4)

are no longer present.

The shelter ls ln very good condltlon. The only apparent decay is Ín the east

sill log near the open front. The renalnder of the framing 1s sound. The rock
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CIiff Lake Trail Shelter
South and East Elevations

Ctlff Lake Trall Shelter
East and Norüh E1evaülons
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Cllff Lake Trail Shelter
Inberlor View
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Mink Lake Trall Shelter

McKenzle Ranger Distrlct
tllllanette Natlonal Forest

Lane County, Oregon

StI 1/4, NE 1/4, Sec 17, T.19 S., R.7 E., tlM

Elevatlon: 5100 feet

Sibe Nunber: 1 8-08-20H

The Mink Lalce Sbelter ls located ln the Three Sisters tlilde¡ness Area. The

shelber faces the lake fron a leve1 area on 1ts norfh shore near bhe eastern
end. Mlr¡k Lake 1s ühe largest lake f¡ the Three Sisters l{llderness Area and 1s

second in sÍze on the Forest to l{aldo Lake. The forest surrounding the lake ls
doninated by trees of the Pacific Silver Fir zone.

The shelüer was consün¡cbed fn 1934 by a Clvlllan Conser\ratfon Corps crerr. The

site had been selecbed earlier that year by Foresü Recreabion Planner BÍ11 Pa¡ke

and HcKenzLe Dfstrict Ranger Ray Engles. It r¡as constn¡cüed as part of the
trall shelter developnent associated wfth the Oregon Skyline Trall which 1s

Iocated approxfnately 1/2 nile easü of tbe lalce. (Eugene Register Guard,

10-1-34; ïlllllânsr 1982: 22; Par{ce personal conm¡nlcation, 1988).

The shelter ls a nodlflcation of the Adfrondaek style. Iü has the

characteristic saltbor roof wlth conb but, rather than having the open sÍde

under a projecting eave, iüs openflg ls in the south gable end. The shelüer 1s

rectangular (14 X 19 feeü) with peeled loglpo1e franlng and vertÍcal log
siding. The sill logs rest on native rock piers. TÌ¡e roof franing is u¡ch nore

lntrlcate than that of the other ertanü shelt,ers. In addiüÍon to the standard

kfng ünrss, each rafber ls supported by a knee brace. Each pair of rafters ls
connected by a collar tie near the ridge and by a ü1e bean. Tbe king tn¡ss Ís
supporüed by a cenbral peeled log post approxinately the sane slze as übe slll
logs. Fra.nlng for two sets of bur¡ks runs the length of the west wall. The

decklng is no longer ln place. The roof 1s coræred wltb doubled 32n split
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shakes. The botüon rows of shalces above the west elevation have been cawed

wlth dates and the nanes of visltors üo the shelfer. The rustic table, toileü,
ard garbage pit which were part of the orlginal developnenü at the shelter sfte
(USDA-FSr 1935a:14) are no longer present.

The overall condlüion of the shelüer is good. tJhfle sone deterioration has

occumed, the structuraL eleænbs are sound. An exceptlon is the central post

supporü1ng the klng tnrss whlch 1s sourd but no longer bear¡ any weight. There

is slgnlflcant decay in the ends of 3 rafters at the norühr+est corner of bhe

shelter where roof shalces have been renoved. The lower fooü of the log sidfng
has noderate to severe decay, ühe result of a bulldup of soll and organic
debris. A nunber of roof sha¡(es have been renoved fron the northwest corner.
The renaining shakes are ln an advanced stage of decay.
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Mink Lake Trall Shelter
South Elevation

Mi¡k Lake Trall Shelter
North and l{est Elevatlons
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South l{aldo Trall Shelter

Oalcridge Ranger District
tllllanette Natlonal Forest

Laae County, Oregon

St{ 1/4, Sec T, T.22 S., R.6 E. ' }¡U

Elevatlon: 5440 feet

SÍte Nunber: 18-08-14

The South tfaldo Trail Shelter is located just outsfde the boundary of the Tbree

Slsters l{llderness Area near the south end of }laldo Lake at the Junctlon of the

tJaldo Lake Trail and ühe South l{aldo Trailr. The shelüer faces norüh tolua¡d a

large, partially tfnbered narshy area aü the south end of tlaldo Lake. Behlrd

the shelter ls the old growth Paclfic Silver Fir forest which covers the

nountalns surroundlng l{aldo Lake.

The shelter l¡as constn¡cted by the CCC in 1935 for adnlnistrative use (Ed

Barney, personal con¡¡t¡nicatlon, 4/19/88i USDA-FS, 1965r. Its Location at a

trall junctlon nade 1ü a good base canp for nal¡tenance crel¡s and the adJacent

uarsby area provlded feed for stock, naking it a good stop-orær for the packer

and hls strfng of anlnals.

The structure is a square (l+ X 14 feet), ùhree slded Adfrondack süyle shelter
whlch has peeled log/pole franlng and natlve rock plers. The saltbox roof, as

well as tbe walls, are shake covered. Two benches, 4 feeü in length and nade of
a J.arge peeled 1og, wtrich r¡as flatbened on both slde and rest on 2J.og rounds,

are locaüed at the front of ühe shelüer. A concrete V-shaped fire pf! wiüh an

lron grate is centered ln fronb of the shelter.

Tbe shelter ls ln good conditÍon. The only deüerioration noted is in the sill
logs and post ln the southeast corner. The walLs and roof have been reshaked

using 24n shakes which are spllt on one side and salrn on the other. They were

applled wÍth the spllt side exposed. Addltlonal dlrenslon funber nailers have
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been lnserted between ttre original peeled pole nallers indicaùing that the

orlginal shakes were longer. Mosü of the origfnally bare frane has been painfed

a reddish bror.¡n.

Tbis 1s the only Adirondack style shelter on the Forest that does nob have the

roof conb shom 1n all of the lrail shelüer deslgns approved by ühe Regional

Offfce. However, 1t is lÍkely that thls shelùer also had a coub and ttrat if w-as

renoved wt¡en it was reshaked.
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Souüh tlaldo Trail Shelter
East and North Elevations

' :i:;

South Ïlaldo Trall Shelter
Interlor Showing East I'1a11 Franlng
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Elk Canp Trail Shelter

Oakridge Ranger District
tlillanette Nati-onal Forest
Lane County, Oregon

Sf¡ 1/4, t{H 1/4, Sec 29, T.19 S., R.3 E., tlM

Elevatlon: 4350

Site Nunber: 1 8-08-86H

The Elk Canp Trall Shelter ls located adJacent to the Alplne Trail. The 01d

growüh Douglas-fir forest ln whtch it was constn¡cüed sttll sbands in the
luædlate viclnlty of the shelter. However, clear cuüs are locaüed near bhe

shelter lncludlng one near Elk Meadows located several hundred feet southwest of
the shelfer.

The Alplne Trail was one of the prlnary adninistraüive routes on ühe hlest

Boundary Ranger Dlstrict of übe old Cascade ltlatlonal Foresü. The sbelüer s5.te,

Iocated near the Juncülon of ùhe A1plne Trall and the North tlinberry trail, was

selected by l{est Boundary Ranger, Ray Engles, 1n JuIy, 1930. The site had been

a popular hunters caup prlor to its use by the Forest Serr¡ice (Brien, 1937226).

Durlng July and August, 1930, Engles nade seræraÌ enüries ln hls daily work

dlary relating to ùhe constructlon of this shelüer. An enüry dabd July 7

states that he r¡orked on the sbelter that day wÍtb trErdleytt. 0n JuIy 16, Engles

helped nove the sfll logs lnto place. 0n Augusb t he lnspected the shelüer
whfle under construcbLon and on August 23, he lnspectecl the finished shelùer.
(Er¡gles , 1930) .

The shelter ls a rectangular (13.5 X 14.5 feeü), ühree-sÍded Adirordack style
shelter with peeled loglpole franÍng coræred with 30 l¡ch hand split wall
shakes. The saltbor roof wlüh conb ls also shake covered. A rock fire ring and

low rock wall are located ln front of the open east elevablon. A nodern outdoor

toileb with low screen ts locaüed across bhe Alpine Trail. l{ater ls avail-ab1e

150 feeb south of tbe sbelter 1n a snall strean trfbubary of Chalk Creek.
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The shelter was constructed for adnl¡istrative use by the Forest Service. It
was used by the lookout flrerran fron StatÍon Butte Ín tines of heavy

thunderstorn activity (Brtem, 1937262). BeÍng locatd at a trall junction, it
r¡as also a good base canp for ürail and telephone naintenance crewa. The nearby

neadow provided feed for stock uraklng lt useful as an overnighb stop for the
pack string.

The shelüer Ís in good conditlon. The frauing elenenùs are generally sourd as

are the wall and roof shakes. Noùiceable decay 1s present i¡ the rafter ends at
the north end of ühe conb. Tbe roof was reshakes in-klnd about 15 year¡ ago

(Helen Sniüh, personal con¡n¡nicatlon, 4-29-88).
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Elk Canp Trail Shelter
East and South Elevatlons

Elk Caq Trall Shelter
North and tlest Elevatlons

l
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MuIe Mountai¡ trSheltern

Oalcridge Ranger Disbricb
I'illlanette Natlonal Foresb

Lane County, 0regon

Nlf 1/4, lftl 1/4, Sec 21, T.20 S. ' R.5 E. ' l{M

Elevaülon: 5550 feeü

Site Nunber: 18-08-80H

The MuIe Mountafn Barn, also called ühe Sprfng PrairÍe Shelter' fs locatd at
the l¡tersecülon of Forest Service road # 1934-730 and the Blalr Lake Trall. A

Iarge neadow fs located Just soutb of the shelter.

The stmcture 1s a square (12 X 12 feet), log frane building with a gable roof.
Enclosed on bhree sides, ühe west gable erd 1s open. The walls and roof are

covered wiüh cedar shakes. A pole feed rack runs the length of the rear wall.

The area was ffrst developed by the Forest Serrrice iJI 1930 as a lodcout slte
(Kresek, 1985:?8) whlcb lnctuded a cabln, a comal, and the extant nsheltern

whlch was actuatly consün¡cted for use as a barn (Ed Barney, per"sonal

connunlcation, 4/19/88). Tbe lookout was noved one nlle south in 1953 (Kresek'

1985:78). The cabfn and barn conblnued üo be used into the 1960rs r¡hen road

access and renoval of the lookout nade it unnecessary. Tbe cabin has since

cotlapsed. The structure is currently used prinarlly by the public as a hunting

canp.

Prior t,o 1940, when the horse was the con¡¡þn node of transportatlon for the

Forest Service, a nunber of slnilar sites rære developed on the tJlllaæübe

National Foresb and lts predecessors. The road developnent that üodt place

afber 1940 resulüed 1n a shlft to the autonobile as the prinary transportation
and, llke the trall shelterg, ühe packerrs cabins and assælatd barns ltlere no

Ionger needed. l{ost of these snall adnfnistratlve sltes rBre either renoved or
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allowed to deterlorate. Today, the Mule Mount,ain Sbelüer/Barn 1s the only
faciliby of its kind left on ühe lllllanette National Forest.

The shelter ls currently in excellent condltion. The log frane is sound,

prinarily due to bhe rock piers which keep Ít ouü of contact with the ground.

There are two areaa on the rear waIl where shakes are nisslng alühotrgh ühese nay

have been left open l¡tentionally to serve as windows.
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MuIe Mountai¡ Barn
West and North Elevations
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_L!!-tle Blanket TralL Sbelter

Lowell Ranger Disürict
l{illanetbe National Foresü

Lane County, Oregon

Center, NE 1/4, Sec 24, T.19 S., R.2 E. ' lilf

Elevation: 4300 feet

Sfte Nunber: 18-06-51

The Llttle Blar¡ket Trall Shelter ls located at tbe erd of Forest Sen¡ice road

#1824-144 adJacenù to tbe Saddleblanket Trafl trallhead. The area sr¡rrounding

the shelter is forested. llater ls avallable aü an adjacenü sprlng.

The structure ls a square (l+ X 14 feet), AdÍrondack süyle shelter with peeled

loglpole franlng covered wlth spllt shakes. The saltbor roof wlth conb is also

covered with shakes. A board sleeping platforn approxlnately 5 feeü wide

occuples the length of the rear wall. A table ls attæhed to the west r¡aII near

the open front of ùhe shelter. A rock flre rlng ls centered ln front of ühe

open north elevatfon.

The shelter was constructed by the CCC in 1934 for adninisüraù1ve use. Locatd
at the Junctlon of the llorth hllnberry and Andy Creek brails, the shelter was

well sulted for use by crews doing nal¡tenance on the tralls and the telephone

line n¡nnlng along the Norbb llinberry Trail fron the tJlnberry Guard Station to
Saddleblanked Lootcout. Althoqh the slüe was less deslrable for use by ühe pack

strS.ng due üo the lack of anlnal feed, 1t was used by the packer since Ít was

the first shelter along the North tfinberry üraiI, nine nlles fron the

brailhead. (nA Barney, personal conm¡nication, 4/19/88)

The shelüer ls in fair coditlon. The sill logs, especÍally near the open

fronü, are decaying. A pole four inches fn diareüer, one end set in the ground

and the obher agaJnst the rafter plate supporü, has been added as eupport.

A¡other sinilar brace has been added üo supporb the conter post at the wesf
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front of the sheLter. The l-ower erd of the rafüer at ühe easten¡ front of ühe

shelt,er fs gone. Sone of ühe shakes on the slde walls have been replace<l wlth
shorter shakes in an uneven nanner. A sectlon of plasüfc rain gutter ls
suspen<led by wire under the eave overhanglng the open front.



/.4

Lilüle Blanket Trail Shelter
East and North Elevations

Litt1e Blanket Trail Shelter
I{esü and South E1evatÍons
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Lone ïlolf Trall Shelter

Lowell Ranger Dlstrict
tJlllanette Natlonal Foresü

Lane County, Oregon

SE 1/4, Slf 1/4, Sec 24, T.19 S. ' R.2 8., tlM

Etevatlon: 4240 feet

Slte Nunber: 1 8-06-57

The Lone tlotf Trall Shelter fs located on a broad, levelr apur ridge ln old
growth Douglas-fir and western henlock 200 feet nortb of a 20 acre neadow.

tfater 1s avallable at a spring tn ùhe nedow and fron a creek 100 feet easü of
ühe sbelter.

It is a square (t¡l X 14 feet), Adirodack style shelter witb peeled loglpole
franfng and split sba¡ce sldfng. Tbe saltbox roof with conb Ís also shake

covered. Tables are attached to bobh the east ard wesü side walls. A board

sleeping platforn runs the lengüh of the rear waII. A rock flre ring 1s

centered Just ouüside the open norüh elevation.

The shelter was constructed by the CCC ln 1937-38 for use by pack teans (Ed

Barney, personal conn¡nlcatlon. 4/19/88). Ibs location nade lt ideal for that
use slnce ühe nearby neadow would have provlded feed for the anlnals and the

shelùer ls located Just off of the tJillanette Divide Trail' a najor
transportation route along the southwest Foresb boundary.

The shelter ls currently 1n good conlltlon. The only decay noüd was 1n the

rafter ends and a sllgbt anounü ln the sill logs. The shakes on the rear slope

have been replaced ln{cind (Helen Snlth, personal conm¡nlcation, 4-29-88).
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Lone tJolf Trall Shelter
South and tJest Elevatlons
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Base map prepared by U.S. Geological Survey

Control by USGS and USC&GS

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial
photographs taken 1953 . Field check 1955.
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Ash Swale Trail Shelter

Lowell Ranger Distrlcü
tlillanette Natlonal Foresü

Lane Counfy, Oregon

Sl¡ 1/4, NE 1/4' Ntl 1/4' Sï 1./4, Sec 7, T.20 S. ' R.1 E., l{M

Elevation: 2500 feef

Site Nunber: 18-06-79

The Ash Swale Trall Shelüer is locaüed adjacent to the Ash Swa1e TraÍI 1,/3 nile
easü of the üratlhead on Forest Service road #5833-509. The shelter stards on

the western nargln of a sprfng fed narehy area approxlnately one acre 1n size.
The forest sumoundlng the shelter and narsh ls donl¡ated by Douglas-fir and

westen¡ henlock. The understory Ls dense. Recent cleareuüs are locatd boüh to
the south and west of the shelter at a distance of about 500 feet.

It 1s a square (14 X 14 feet), Adlrordack style shelter with peeled loglpole
franing covered wfth shakes. The salübox roof with conb 1s also cotæred with
sba¡(es. Tbe open south elevatlon faces the trail. A ffve feeb wlde sleeping
platforn franed with unpeeled poles and dinenslon lunber witb 1 X 6 lap board

sidlng for decking occuples the lengüh of the rear waIl. A table fra¡ned with
poles and 2 X 4rs with a plywood top ls attached bo the easb nall near the open

front. Tbe sleeping platforn and the table are not origlnal. The orlglnal
furnishlngs $¡ere constn¡cted of split cedar boards nade at the siüe (Ed Barney,

personal conm¡nlcatfon). An open alr üotLet of aluninun and plastic is locabd

f! feet behlnd the shelter. A low screen built of diuenslon lu¡nber shields ühe

boilet fron fhe shelter.

Tbe shelter was consüructed ln 1930 (USA-FS, 1965) for use by Forest Servlce
personnel. Ib lÍes near a traLl junctlon, naking it a good locatlon for
naintenance crews. It was also on the route used by the pack trains which

supplled the lookouts at Eagles Rest and Hardesty Mounüain.
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The shelter is in fair condiüion. A signlfica¡t arcunt of decay has occwred.
Eight feet of the siIl 1og on the r¡esüern side near ühe front 1s conpletely gone

and the renainder 1s badly decayed. Tbe lower 12-18r of bhe posts which were

originally supported by thls sill are afso decayed and the two nearesü the front
of the shelter rest on the ground. The rear slll log ls badly decayed along its
wesüern half. The botbon half of the easüern sill log ls conpleüely decayed"

The shakes on the front slope of the roof have been replaced. The replaceu,ents

are the sane length as the orlginal shakes but bave splÍt faces and sawn backs.

Other shakes have been replaced on al.L elevatlons uslng shakes slnilar fo those

on the roof.
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Ash Swale Trall Shelter
East Elevatlon

Ash Swale TralI Shelter
South Elevatlon
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Eyeluation.

The quality of significance 1n Anerican history, arthitecture, archaeologyr and

culture is present ln distrlcùs, sites, buildings, stnrctwes, and objects of
National, State, and local inporùance ühat possess lntqrlty of location,
design, seütlng, naterial, worknanship, feeling, and association and

(a) Tbaü are associated r¡ith events that have nade a significant conbribution
to the broad patterns of our hlsbory; or

(b) That are assoclated with the lives of persons significant in our pasf; or

(c) That enbody the distiuctive characterisüics of a type, period, or nethod of
construcùion, or tbat represent the work of a uraster, or that possess high

artistlc values, or bhat represent a signi.fÍcant and dlstlnguishable entity
whose conponents nay lack 1ndlvldual distinction; or

(d) That have ylelded, or nay be llkely to yfeld, lnfornation inportant 1n

prebistory or history.

Tbe evaluation of the eligibillty of ühe historic trall shelters located on fhe

lJlllauette National Forest r¡as conducted through the appllcatlon of the above

criteria as described ln How to App1y the National Regisüer Crilerie for
Evaluatlon (USDI, Naülonal Parks Service' 1982).

Tbe fifteen structures on the tJillanetüe National Forest that now serve as ürall
shelüers were orlginally constructed for a variety of purposes. Ten of the

shelters were construcbed as todgfng for Forest Service creÌ¡s worklng ln renote,

unroaded areas of the Foresb. The Mule Mountaln nSheltern was origilally a barn

constructed as part of a Forest Service developnent ühat included a suall cabln

and a lookout. Three of the shelüers rære constructed by the Civilian
Conservatlon Corps along the route of the old Oregon Skyline Trail for use by

recreatlonal hikersì The Hand Lake Shelüer lras a rerning hut builb as part of
the developnent of the Hand Lake Ski Area. The ten crew shelters and liu1e

Moúntain Barn were evaluated as a group as rÉre the Oregon Skyline Trall
Shelters. The Hand Lake Shelter was evaluated separately.
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Adninistratlve Shelf ers

Ten of the hisüorlc trail shelters on the l{illanette Natlonal Forest ¡.¡ere

construcüed for use by Forest Service ürai1, telephone, and fire crews.

Ash Swale
McQuade Creek
Elk Canp
Lone ttolf
South tlaldo

Buck Meador¡s
Cofffn Burn
LÍttle Blar¡ket
Middle Fork
Volcano

The shelters were developed as part of a conprehenslve systeur for fire detection
and suppresslon whicb fncluded a neüwork of trails and telephone lines and

various types of structures. the shelters rrere an lryortanb part of the overall
systen, serving as base canps for nalntenance crews and fire patrolnen, as well
as overnlght sbops for the Dfsbrict pack strings.

The shelters are representative of the prlnary role of fire proüection by the

Foresü Servlce durfng tbe ffrst 40 years of its existence. Slnce timber

harvestÍng was concentrabed on private lands and recreation funding for National

Forests low, flre protectfon assuued a positlon of naJor inportance. I'Iith the

acceferation of üinber harvesting and ùhe associated road constnrction following
l{orld tJar II, the horse was replaced by ùhe tmck as the preferred node of
bransportaüion. Airplanea were lncreaslngly used to seareh for fires, largely
replacing the lookouts, and suppresslon crel¡s tære ün¡cked üo flres.

One bull<ling construcüed as part of the flre detection systen Ì¡as the Mule

Mountain Barn. Barns were ofüen bullt l¡ assocÍafion with Ranger Süations,
Guard Stations, and, as at MuIe Mountain, lodcouüs slnce horses were the priuary

node of transportation.

tlith the opening up of the forest to notorlzed transporfation, access becane

easier and nany of tbe earller bulldlngs becane unnecessary. Lookouts, trails
shelters, guard süations, and barns fell into disuse. As a resuJt, nany of tfre

bulldings deteriorated naturally and collapsed. Obhers rere sinply burned.

Although over 50 adninisüratlve trall shelters were constructed on the

l{illanette Natlonal Forest, only 10 now survlve. The nuober of barns
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constructed on the Foresü is unknown. However, the Mule Mountal¡ Barn appears

to be the only structure of its kind renaining.

Criberla A: The trail shelters constn¡cted for use by Forest Sen¡lce crews and

the MuIe Mountain Barn are associaüed rnjth the hjstorlc developnent of ühe USA

Forest Servlce and its stewardship of Natlonal Foresb lads. As conponents of a

conprehensive fire detectlon and suppresslon systen, these shelte¡"s represent

the prlnary fr:nctlon of the Forest Service fron lts i¡ceptlon through the

Depressi.on. These shelters are represenüative of the nanagement phÍlosophy of
ühaü perlod which focused on resource conservatlon.
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Rec r e at 1o n_:sþ eL!-e rs_

Criteria A: The Oregon Skyllne Trail Shelters are associaùed wlth events that
have nade a slgnlficant contrlbutÍon to the broad patterns of 20th Cenbury

Anerican history. The Great Depression had an extraordlnary inpacù on the

econonlc, politlcal, and soclal nalce-up of the Nation. The passage of the

Energency Conservatlon l{ork Act on March Jl, 1933r wt¡ich authorlzed the

establishnenb of a nc1v1llan conservati.on corpsn, constituüed an ilportant
Federal response to the DepressÍon. (Throop, 1982). All of shelters along the

gregon Skyllne Trail were constn¡cted by ùhe Civllian Conservaþion Corps. Tbe

Oregon Skyllne Trail Shel-ters are represenüative of the achieverrents of an

unprecedenüed Federal r¡ork-rellef progran and, as sucÌt, have a clear and diræt
assoclatlon with a sfgnificant hlsüoric event and are lllusbrative of it.

Tbe creation of the Clvillan Conserryation Corps and the sinrltaneous increa.se

in recreatlon funding produced changes in the nagniüude and scope of the Forest

Servlce recreatlon progra¡n. This resuLted in significant and far-reachiag

changes 1n lts recreatlon pol1cy. Previous recreablon developrent had been

restrlcted to the sinplest of facflitles, prlnarily picnfc tables and toilets in
popular roadslde canplng locatlons. Afler 1933, recreation developnent greatly

erpanded to lnclude a wide variety of faclllties ranglng from siuple shelters to
more conplex and elaborate facllities that frequently included substantial
structural inprovenents. Under the direction of Robert Marshall.' Chief of the

Divlsion of Recreatlon and Lands fn ühe tlashingt'on Office ' the Forest Service

also noved to develop new and dlfferent types of recreation facilities. (Throop'

1982). gne of the first üypes of facflitfes to be developed on the tlillanette
Naülonal Forest were ürall shelter"s for use by back country hikers. The Orqon

Skyllne Trails Shelters are inporüant exanples of the developnent of recreation

and, nore speclfically, of back country hiking facllltles, on the l{illa¡iette
Natfonal Foresb.

Another new type of facility to be developed was assoclated wiüh winter sports.

The Hand Lake Ski Area is characüeristic of a parbicular level of the recreafion

developnent progran for winter sports. As 1t now exists, the Hand Lake Shelter

is an lnportanü exanple of the developnenb of recreablon and ' ûore specifically 
'

of winter sports faclllties, on the tiillauebüe Naülonal Forest.
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]NTECNITY

The prinary test of historical integrity is to deternine whether or not bhe

property retal¡s bhe identÍty or character for which it is inportant. Becar¡se

the structures cumently in use as strelters had different orSgins and are

significant for dÍfferent reasons, how Sntegrity applies to bhen varies.

The najorfty of the structures were bullt as traj.l sheltens. Ten were

constructed for use by Forest Sen¡lce pereonnel rdrile worklng ln remte areas of
the Foresb. Another ühree were bullü along the route of the old Oregon Skyline

Trail for use by recreational canpers. t{hile these two types of shelters are

significanb for dlfferent reasons, the ctraracteristics that make then good

represenùatives of thefr historic thenes are sinilar. All of these shelters

were built 1n reuote areas, far from the nearesü road, to provide a ninimal

degree of protectlon fron ühe elenenis. To be a good exanple a shelüer should

posses lntegrlty of 1) designr 2) naterials' 3) settÍng, and 4) feellng.
Integriüy of deslgn and naterials ls necessary üo have an authentic historic
buildlng r¿hich retains the characterfstics lb possessed aü the tine of
construction. Because the shelüers rÊre built for use ln the backcountry,

integrlty of setting ls also inporüanù and conbines wlth intq,rity of design and

naterials to convey the origfnal feellng.

1. All shelbera posses lntegrity of desfgn. Most nodificatlons present are the

addÍtion of built-ln furniture constn¡cüed of nanufactured wood products. These

obviously nodern lntruslons detracü fron the historic character of a shelter and

night affect Íts inùegrlty of feeling. Howener, these additlons are easily
renoved and the nodlficatlons are reversible.

Z. The integrity of naberials in bhe shelters varies. All of the shelters have

a preponderance of inüacü orlglnat naterlal though uany also exhibit sone

decay. Some shelüers have had naterial, prinarily shakes, replaced with both

in-lcind or with different, but conpaülb1e, naterials. F.eplacenenü of original
elenents with uaterfal not-1n-kind generally involved the application of

shorter, nachine nade sbakes 1n place of the original hand split shakes. Thi-s

replacenent also lnvol-ved the placenent of additional nallers which tended to be

of dinenslon lunber. Original materials are noticeably urissing at soute of the

shelters. Again, the nlssing naterlals are prlnarlly shakes.
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3. Integrity of seütlng is an inportant factor 1n the overafl lntqrity of
these shelters. As sbructures representative of forest nanagellrent and

recreation in a period when access was nuch nore linited, it is essential that
at least the llluslon of rercteness be retai¡ed for a shelter to convey its
hlstorlc ldentity. Tbe setting of tbe she]bers has prlnarily been alüerd by

tirrber harvesting and road construction. The deternination of how these najor
landscape nodlficatlons have effected bhe seüting of tbe shelter"s focused on

üheir proxinity. A shelter adjacent to a road or tiuber harvest unÍf was

consldered to have lost lts fntegrity of setting. A road or han¡est unit wibhin

five hundred feeü was consldered to have a noderate effect on a shelüerfs
seùting. A road or harvest uniü furüher fron a shelter was consldered to have

IitüIe or no effect on its seüting.

4. Integriùy of feellng was deternined by taking j.nto account fhe intqrlty of
design, naterlal, a¡td settlng. Sf¡ce the abllity of a property to evoke a

particular feellng is, llke beauty, in the eye of the beholder, the degree to
which each shelter retains fnüegrtty of feellng is sonewtrat subjectÍve. It
should be noted that the type of feeling being evaluated here is one of the

hlstorlc nature of the shelter. In general, shelters bhat retal¡ed the greatest

lntegrity of setting, naterial, and design nere consldered to retai¡ the

greateat iabegrity of feeling. The reverse h¡aa also true.

To betüer conpare and analyze ühe integrlüy of the shelters, a schene was

devised to rate bhe shelters fn each of the four categorles descrlbed above.

Points vafues were assigned üo each of the categorles. Material lntegrif.v was

considered the nost lnportant and was assigned a ¡naxlnun value of 30 points

wh11e deslgn, setting, and feeling were each asslgned maxirrun values of 15

polnts. Thus, each shelter had a naxlnun otærall inLegriüy rating of 75

points. The scores for each of the four categories were ühen totaled to arrive
at an overall score for each shelter. These scorea rære used to rate the

overall integrity of each shelber. A shelter with a total score of sixty or
more polnts was considered to retaln sufficlent lntegrity to be ellgible for
llsting on ühe National Regfsüer of Historic Places. A shelter with a total
score below sixty points was considered to have lost its original character and,

therefore, not eliglble for llsting on the NatÍonal Register of Historic
Places. The scores are presented ln Table II.
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Design

The score for integrity of design was based on a count of the nunber of
alterabions noted during the inventory phase of thls project. A üable or

sleeplng platforn rede of dimension lunber were each counbed aa one alteration.
Two or fer¡er such alteratlons rrere considered bo be a ninor uodification. tt¡ree

or uore alüerations were consldered to be a najor uodificatlon. No sheLters

rrere consldered to have had a conplete loss of integriüy of deslgn.

ÎABLE I

Rating Scheue for Integrity of Design

SettÍng Fixed
Intecritv Score

Unnocllf led 15

Mlnor
ModÍficatlon

Major
Modiffcation

Conplete
Modfficaülon

ldaüerlaIs

The naterlal lntegrity of the shelterÍr waa debernlned by identifying the

percentage of bhe original, historlc fabrlc still present. The origlnal frauring

lJas presenb at all shelters except Coffin Burn wbere one rafter had been

replaced. Two of the shelters, Volcano and Janes Creek, also retal¡ed all of
their origlnal waIl and roof naterlals. At tbe other eleven shel-ters' wall
and/or roof shakes had been either renoved or replaced. Estinates of both the

renaini.ng hÍsüortc franÍng and renaj¡ing wall./roof naterial were uade and

percentage vafues were asslgned for each. The ür¡o percentages tere then

averaged to arrive at a percentage representing the overall lntqgrity of ùhe

naterlals in each shelter. Polnt vafues rære asslgned by nulbiplying the

overall percentage by the naxinun polnt value of 30.

10
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TABLE I]

Rating for IntegriüY of Materials

SHELTEn I Franing I Wall/Rsof I Tslal I Poj¡ts I

Ash Swale
Buck Meadows
Cllff Lake
Coffin Burn
Elk Canp
Janes Creek
Llbtle Blanket
Lone lfolf
McQuade Creek
Middle Forlc
Mink Lalce
Soutb llaldo
Volca¡o

1 00f
1 oof
1 00f
95r

100f
1 00f
100f
100,
1001
1001
100f
10oÍ
100f

70Í
851
90Í
75r
751

10ø
901
75Í
80f
0l

951
0,

100Í

85t I

92.5r
951
851
87.5Í

1 00f
951
87.5Í
901
50r
97.51
50r

1 00f

25.5
28
28.5
25.5
26
30
28.5
26
27
15
29
15
30

Setüing

Settlng is tnporbant in conveying the feellng of the historic use of these

shelters. They were conatrucbed to provide a snalI degree of courforü to Foresü

Servlce personnel and recreational hlkers 1n renote forested areas. In order lo
convey the historic feellng of a shelter, a sense of remteness is necessary.

The primary way ln which the seütÍng of the shelte¡s has been nrodified js by

tinber harvest activlties and associated road buildl¡g. The integrity of fhe

setting of each shelüer was evaluated by exaninlng the r,aior" land.scaf¡e

nodiflcatlons ln the vlcinlty and placlng the degree of modification 1n cne <¡f

four categorles: unnodlfied (no naJor landscape nodificatlon wlthin 500 feef or

along access roube wibhln 1/2 nLLe of shelter), ninor (naior landscape

modlficaüion along access route withj¡ 1/2 nLIe of the shelter), najor (najor

landscaped nodiflcatlon withln 500 feet of the shelter), conplete (naior

landscape nodlflcation adjacent üo shelter). Nunerlcal values were assigned

based on the severity of the ¡pdlffcation and how 1t affected the serrse of
renoteness at the shelüer.
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TABLE III

Ratlng Scher¡e for Integrity of Setting

Setting Fjxed
Inüe¡ritv Score

Unnodified

Mlnor
Modlficatlon

Major
Modificaüion

Conplete
Modificatlon

Based on ühe ratlng schene shorm fn Table IV, seven of bhe thirteen shelters are

considered to be ellgible for llsting on bhe Natlonal Register of Historlc
Places. These lnclude:

15

10

Buck Meadows
Cliff Lake
Lone Ïlolf
Mtnk Lake

McQuade Cred<
Janes Creek
MÍddle For*

All are associated wlth historically significant events and retajn sufficient
integrity to be good representatives of bhose etænts.
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STMLTER

TABLE

Raü1ng of Trall SheIüer Integrity

I Desisn ISetbÍns lMat-e-f13È'1ê lFeel1ns I I Total I

Aeh Sr¡ale
B¡¡ck Meadows
Cllff Lake
Coffiu Burn
Elk Canp
Jaues Creek
Lfttle BlankeL
lone tJolf
McQuade Creek
Mfddle Fork
Mlnk Lake
South lùaldo
Volcano

10
15
15
10
10
10

5
15
15
15
15

5
5

5
15
15

0
10
15

5
15
15
15
15
15

0

25.5
28
28.5
25.5
26
30
28.5
26
2?
15
2g
15
30

eel
10
15
15

5
10
15

5
15
15
15
15
10
10

50.5
T3
73.5
40 .5
56
70
43.s
71
72
60
74
45
45

The renalnlng slx shelters consfdered üo

Ash Swa1e
Little Bla¡ket
Volcano

A1I six have had slgnificant losses of
blstorlc nature. Furüher, ühe Volcano

hlstorlc structure.

be not ellglble for llstlng include:

Coffin Burn
South l{a1do
Elk Ca¡ç

inüegrlty and no long couvey their
Trall Shelter could not be shown to be a

The Mule Mountain Barn ls assoclated with the early development of fire control
on lllllanette Natfonal Forest. It possesses high l¡tegrity of deslgn,

nateriaLs, and worknanshlp. It has lost some lntqgrity of setting due to the

constructÍon of an adjacent road. However, 1t 1s the sole renainlng exanple of
this type of structure on the tilllanetüe National Forest. It is deternined to
be eligible for listing on the Naülonal Register of Historic Places.

The Hand Lake Shelter ls associated with the early developnent of recreation,
speciffcally skllngr on Natlonal Forest Lands. It retains Jntegrity of design,

setting, naterials, and workuanshlp and ls deüernined to be eligible for llsting
on the NatlonaL Register of Historic P1aces.
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Trail Shelters on SlilLanette Nationa1 Forest Maps
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Tidbits
Tire Mountain
Unnaned
Waldo Lake Meadows
West Side
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Recreaüion

Middle Fork

Forner Guard Station

Recreation

NE1/4, Sec 1 5, T1 95, R4E

Those shelters that arelwould
N if not. Those shelters wÍth
the north half and would not
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The 1 934 nap covers only the south half of the Forest.
be located in the south half have a Y if present and an
no entry and that appear on the 1 935 uap are located in
appear on thÍs nap.
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