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Chetco Scenic Waterway Advisory Committee  
DRAFT Meeting Summary 

April 14, 2015, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Harbor, Oregon 

• Welcome and Introductions 
o Staff explained to the public at large (~75) that this is a work session and 

suggested that if they want to make comments, to write them on provided 
comment cards. Also, if they want a copy of the draft plan prior to the public 
meeting they can also request that on the card. There will be a public meeting on 
July 14th along with a comment period.  

o There was some confusion caused by a Facebook post that the Scenic Waterway 
designation would somehow change camping on river bars managed by the Forest 
Service on the Chetco River. Staff clarified that the scenic waterway designation 
(if it occurs) would not result in changes to camping enforced by Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department (OPRD).  

o Advisory Committee Members in attendance: Mark Sherwood, Luke Martinez, 
Julie Schmelzer, Brent Hodges, Forest English, Harvey Young, Pat Fadden, 
Lorelei Haukness, Alyssa Babin, Anna Krug.  

o Staff in attendance: Chris Havel, OPRD; Laurel Hillmann, OPRD; Rocky 
Houston, OPRD; Rachel LovellFord, OWRD; Shavon Haynes, OWRD; Calum 
Stevenson, OPRD; Carrie Lovellette, OPRD 
 

• Presentation by OPRD and OWRD staff 
o Available on scenic waterway webpage at http://bit.ly/scenicwaterways 

 
• Breakout Work Session 

o Meeting handouts are available online at http://bit.ly/scenicwaterways 
o Key discussion points: 

• Modify the management categories to include the following three sections: 
o Steel Bridge to Eagle Creek – Accessible Natural River Area (lightly 

traveled road, mostly inaccessible)  
o Eagle Creek to South Fork Chetco confluence – Scenic River Area 
o South Fork to Loeb – Recreational River Area (readily available from 

the road, heavily used for recreational purposes) 
• It is important to include Wilderness Retreat and Chetco River Inn; however, 

they were contacted but did not make the meeting.  
• Land use map would be a good tool.  
• Run off management -- is that going to be addressed through the management 

plan? Water quality and clarity are not managed by OPRD but suggestions 
could be included in the management issues section.  

• Include a suggestion to create a water trail map to guide and direct recreation 
along the corridor. There are grant programs to help promote recreation along 
the corridor. 

•  Recreational mining and its impact.  There are federal limitations on 
recreation mining on some areas that are already in place. The scenic 
waterway designation may have some impact on mining.  However, the state 
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designation handles it differently than the federal government and it may be 
different from Eagle Creek to South Fork. 
 

• Brief OWRD presentation on scenic waterway flows, hydrology of the basin, and a 
proposed method for setting scenic waterway flows (available on scenic waterway 
webpage at http://bit.ly/scenicwaterways). 
 

• Follow Up Items 
o Suggestion to advertise on radio, Facebook, etc. for upcoming public meeting. 
o Follow up with Water Resources and CRI residents 
o Advisory committee member suggestion to potentially expand eligibility/suitability 

study in the future to the south. Note: OPRD plans on focusing on the current study 
area and does not foresee studying other segments of the Chetco for potential 
eligibility for at least 10 years. 

o Water trail/guide – look into funding streams 
o Summary of forest practices between land-use types 
o Include consideration of water quality in management issues  
o Include recreational mining impacts 
o Upper land area users 
o County land use overlays 
o Include a list of jurisdictions that will be involved/impacted in the draft plan. 
o Examples of of land management rules and regulations on existing scenic waterways 

are available on the webpage at http://bit.ly/scenicwaterways  
o May 15th – homework due date 

o Think about river and its use 
o Potential protections, management issues, and flow needs 
o We may or may not be able to deal with all suggestions in rules but can 

include items as suggestions to other groups or agencies in the plan.  
o Staff to produce a new map with suggested management segments and a draft 

management plan based on input during the meeting and the homework assignment.  
o Provide draft management plan to those that provided us with their contact 

information before the public meeting. Include someone from the local Land Trust 
and the Wild Rivers Coast Alliance in the interested parties list.  

o If there is anyone not represented that you think should be, please let us know and 
provide their contact information if you have it (staff will continue to attempt to 
engage someone from Wilderness Retreat and involve the Chetco River Inn). 
 

• Closing thoughts & Adjournment 
o We are all learning.  Our homework will be to re-do the map with your 

proposals.  We will also try to get a draft plan together to you in the next 
couple of weeks after we get your feedback from the homework assignment. 

o June 9th is the next advisory committee work group meeting.  We are 
expecting it to be in the same location. Then the public meeting will be July 
14th, hopefully in the same location as well. 
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