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Executive Summary

Background

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) is responsible for administering the State Scenic
Waterways Program, which is designed to protect the existing scenic, natural, and recreation values of
20 designated waterways throughout the State. OPRD is directed by statute (ORS 390.855) to
periodically study new waterways for potential inclusion in the program, though no new waterways
have been designated since 1988.

In September 2013, the Governor directed OPRD to analyze at least three waterways for potential
designation every two years. An initial screening of all Oregon waterways by OPRD resulted in a list of
approximately 80 river segments which have the potential to meet the State’s waterway designation
criteria. Based on a broad coalition of agencies and stakeholders, OPRD’s capacity to complete the
waterway assessments, and to provide geographical distribution throughout the State, sections of the
Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde Rivers were included in the 2013-15 pilot study.

In November 2014, the Oregon State Parks and Recreation Commission recommended designation of
segments of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers. This decision was based on the waterway eligibility findings
and public support. OPRD evaluated stakeholder and community input to gauge public support and
understand issues and concerns associated with the potential Scenic Waterway designation. A webpage
was established for the study to provide information on the waterway assessment process and to solicit
feedback from the public. Community input was collected through a designated email address and an
online survey. In addition, a local community meeting was held to review preliminary findings, answer
questions, and obtain public comments. All property owners within the study area received an
invitation letter to the meeting and it was advertised through a news release and public notice in the
local paper. Public input received at the community meeting and through written comments indicated
that there is strong support for designating the Chetco and Molalla study areas into the State Scenic
Waterway Program.

The Commission also directed OPRD staff to cooperate with local advisory groups to pilot test the
development of draft management plans for the recommended scenic waterway segments on the
Chetco and Molalla rivers, and append the pilot draft management plan reports to the existing scenic
waterway qualification reports for Commission review by November, 2015. This document is that pilot
draft management plan for a 14 mile stretch of the Chetco River in Curry County, Oregon.

Management Planning
The goal of the scenic waterway management planning process is to develop a comprehensive and

workable management plan which will protect or enhance the special attributes of the designated river
corridor. Primary emphasis is on the protection of scenic, fish and wildlife and recreational features. The
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http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/NATRES/scenicwaterways/Pages/assessments.aspx

intent is to maintain the existing scenic condition of the area, without “turning back the clock” on
existing land uses.

OPRD held two Advisory Group meetings (April 14, June 9), open to the public, and one public workshop
(July 14) designed to obtain public feedback on the draft plans for the waterways. The Advisory Groups
consist of local landowners, recreational users, local business owners, and local government members.
Input provided in these meetings provided the foundation for the final recommendations contained in
the draft management plans. The public meeting kicked off a 30 day public comment period for the
management plan. A summary of public comments received is included in the Appendix.

In order to define and achieve management goals, if designated, the river is classified into one or more
of six possible classifications according to the present level of land development, committed land uses,
or landscape alterations (Fig. 3). Once the classifications are set, appropriate guidelines for new
development or landscape alterations are established as rules. The major aim of the program is to
maintain the existing scenic condition of the river. As proposed, the river would be managed (if
designated and not altered during public rule-making) in three segments, an Accessible Natural River
Area from the Steel Bridge to Eagle Creek, a Scenic River Area from Eagle Creek to the South Fork
confluence and a Recreational River Area from the South Fork Confluence to the southern boundary of
Alfred A. Loeb State Park.

All new structures, improvements and development should be in compliance with the Public Use of
Scenic Waterways Rules (OAR 736-040-0025) and Land Management Rules (OAR 736-40-030 and 0035)
and be consistent with applicable BLM and Clackamas County land use and development regulations,

along with proposed regulations specific to each management category. Additionally, a set of proposed
management recommendations (designed to help enhance the recreational experience on the Chetco)
were developed from advisory committee and public input, including several about improving public
access, facilities and interpretive information.

Concurrently, the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) staff began preparing a scenic flow
recommendation to assist the Water Resources Commission in their consideration of designation of the
proposed scenic waterways. Following designation (if that occurs), the Water Resources Commission will
request that the Water Resources Department (WRD) identify flow quantities necessary for recreation,
fish and wildlife uses before issuing new water rights within or above designated Scenic Waterways (ORS
390.835(1)).
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Background

The Oregon Scenic Waterway Program, established by a ballot initiative in 1970, is administered under
the authority of the Oregon State Parks and Recreation Commission through the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department (ORS 390.805 to ORS 390.925). The scenic waterway program seeks to preserve,
protect and enhance scenic, recreational, fish and wildlife and cultural values possessed by each
individual scenic waterway. The Scenic Waterways Act was created to strike a balance between
protecting the natural resources, scenic value, and recreational uses of Oregon’s rivers on the one hand,
and adjacent property rights on the other. Rivers can be added to the system through designation by
the Governor, the legislature, or by the citizens of Oregon through ballot initiative. For example, in 1988,
Oregon voters passed the Oregon Rivers Initiative (Ballot Measure #7), which added 573 river miles to
the system. The state program currently includes approximately 1,180 miles on 20 waterways (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Oregon’s Existing State Scenic Waterways System

Scenic Waterway Eligibility Study

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) is directed by statute (ORS 390.855) to periodically
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study new waterways for potential inclusion in the program, though no new waterways have been
designated since 1988. In September 2013, the Governor directed Oregon Parks and Recreation
Department to analyze at least three waterways for potential designation every two years. An initial
screening of all Oregon waterways by OPRD resulted in a list of approximately 80 river segments which
have the potential to meet the State’s waterway designation criteria. Based on a broad coalition of
agencies and stakeholders, OPRD’s capacity to complete the waterway assessments, and to provide
geographical distribution throughout the State, sections of the Molalla, Chetco, and Grande Ronde
Rivers were included in the 2013-15 pilot study. In November 2014, the Oregon State Parks and
Recreation Commission recommended designation of segments of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers. The
Commission also directed OPRD staff to cooperate with advisory groups to pilot test the development of
draft management plans for the recommended scenic waterway segments on the Chetco and Molalla
rivers, and append the pilot draft management plan reports to the existing scenic waterway qualification
reports for Commission review by November, 2015. This document is that pilot draft management plan
(see: The Management Planning Process). A summary of the eligibility study results is included below as
background information.

Eligibility Study Purpose

An Oregon Scenic Waterway study, initiated by OPRD in 2014, serves as the statutorily required first
step in the process to possibly designate a new Oregon Scenic Waterway. That process, established by
ORS 390.855, allows for the Governor to designate new scenic waterways following study and approval
of the Oregon State Parks and Recreation Commission and the Oregon Water Resources Commission.
The study, covering approximately 14 miles on the Chetco River, constitutes the first step - a report to
the OPRD Commission. The study was done to accomplish two objectives:

1. Determine if the river segments meet the qualifications for designation as an Oregon Scenic
Waterway (ORS 390.855); and

2. If the qualifications are met, outline, in general, what type of management designation would
be appropriate for waterway, if it is found to be eligible, suitable, and ultimately designated.

Study Location and Area

The Chetco River has its headwaters in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness in southwestern Oregon, near the
junction of the Oregon Coast Range and Klamath Mountains, eventually flowing after around 55 miles
into the Pacific Ocean between the cities of Brookings and Harbor, near the Oregon-California border
(Figure 2). The river ranges from a high elevation at around 3,700 feet above mean sea level (MSL) to a
low where it enters the Pacific Ocean at MSL, with an average drop of about 67 feet/mile (USFS, 1993).
Other major rivers in the general vicinity include the Rogue, Elk, and lllinois River, portions of all three
are designated as both Federal Wild and Scenic and State Scenic Waterways along with the North Fork
of the Smith. The study area on the Chetco River is shown below in red, in Figure 2 along with nearby
State Scenic Waterways.

The Chetco River Study Area referred to in the scenic waterway study is defined as follows: The Chetco
River and all lands within % mile of each bank, beginning at where the Steel Bridge crosses the river
within the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest downstream approximately fourteen miles to Alfred A.
Loeb State Park, near the city of Brookings, Oregon.
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Figure 2. Location of the Chetco River Study Area in Curry Co., Southwest Oregon

While the upper wilderness section of the river is characterized as steep and heavily dissected, the lower
fourteen mile study area is less steep with a wider river bottom and more densely forested surrounding
hill slopes. In some sections, namely the Chetco River Gorge, the river narrows as it crosses through rock
outcrops with interesting rock formations, including large colorful boulders in the riverbed. After the
gorge, the river widens and sand and gravel bars become more frequent along the banks. The steep and
rocky hill slopes, canyon walls, and stream terraces of the Chetco River support a variety of riparian and
upland vegetation characteristic of the botanically interesting and diverse Klamath Mountains
Ecoregion. Major tributaries in the study area include Eagle Creek, South Fork and Emily Creek. The
upper study section is primarily composed of federal public lands, while the lower portion is a mix of
federal, state and private lands with a mix of rural residential development and forestry being the
dominant land use types on private lands.

The free-flowing river provides drinking water for the residents of Brookings-Harbor, is home to native
fish runs including wild salmon and steelhead trout, and attracts a variety of recreational users. Only a
day-trip away from Brookings-Harbor, Oregon and Crescent City, California, the Chetco offers
recreational opportunities including fishing, camping, swimming/wading, kayaking, picnicking, and
adjacent trail-use for hiking. Fishing for salmon and steelhead is at its peak in the winter months along
with whitewater kayaking. In the summer, swimming, fishing, boating, camping, sightseeing and
picnicking are the major attractions (U.S. Forest Service (USFS), unpublished report). The meandering
nature of the river, forested setting, and unique water clarity provide interest in the landscape and
enhance the recreational experience of floating the river or enjoying its banks. Many visitors are drawn
to the river for the striking water color and clarity. An approximately 44.5 mile portion of the upper river
(from the headwaters to the Forest Service boundary) has been designated as a Federal Wild and Scenic
River since 1988.
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Waterway Eligibility Findings

An evaluation of the various natural, scenic and recreational features of the study area was done. This
information gathered following research, interviews and on-site observations was compared with the
scenic waterway qualifications (i.e. free flowing; pleasing to look at, primitive, rural-pastoral; large
enough to sustain recreation use without harming the recreational and natural resources). The
approximately fourteen-mile long study area was divided into three segments. The Upper Section,
includes the Chetco River from the Steel Bridge to the Old Low Water Bridge (USFS Rd 1846). The Middle
Section, includes the Chetco River from the Old Low Water Bridge to the confluence with the South Fork
of the Chetco River. The Lower Section includes the Chetco River from the South Fork to Alfred A. Loeb
State Park. An evaluation for each segment was done to determine how well it met the scenic waterway
qualifications. The criteria (ORS 390.855) were broken down into specific scenic, natural and
recreational factors.

Based on the results of this evaluation, the entire study area along the Chetco River met the eligibility
qualifications for inclusion into the Scenic Waterways Program (ORS 390.855).

Free-flowing: The first criterion that must be met is that “the river or segment of river is relatively free-
flowing.”

The Chetco River is completely free-flowing in nature in that it flows without impoundment, diversion,
major rip-rapping or modification of the waterway along the entire study segment. The river is also
naturally flowing (without dams or diversion) throughout the whole length of the river from the
headwaters in the Kalmiopsis to the Pacific Ocean (e.g., there are no upstream or downstream dams).
The Chetco flows within natural banks, with the exception of minor cultural modifications made for the
bridges. The river has generally regular and somewhat predictable flows, although as with almost all
rivers in Oregon, flow varies seasonally and derives from naturally occurring phenomenon, including
precipitation, springs, and some seasonal snow-melt.

Scenery: The second criteria that must be met is that the “scene as viewed from the river and related
adjacent land is pleasing, whether primitive or rural-pastoral, or these conditions are restorable.”

Upper-section: The scenery as seen from the riverbank and the river in this section ranges from
moderate, but pleasing to exceptional river-scape views with unique geology, dramatic colors in a
remote, forested setting. The few developments that do exist are quite localized so their visibility does
not detract noticeably from the general remote feeling of the area. The “steel bridge” crosses the river
at the starting point of the study area. Other developments along the river include remnants of the old
low water bridge (NF-1846), which is the start of the next study segment. It is possible to obtain views
from the river itself throughout this section by floating the river, when water levels allow. Roads follow
the river in some parts; however, the majority of this segment cannot be viewed from a vehicle or from
the side of the road. It is possible in a few areas to access the river banks themselves without a great
deal of effort, although the only obvious river access point is at the put-in (off the USFS road near the
Steel Bridge) or above the study segment across the river from the Tolman Ranch property (off the USFS
Rd). USFS maintains a trail in the area, the Chetco Gorge Trail, near the location of the old low water
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bridge. The remote feeling of the area combined with views of forested slopes, interesting geologic
features and striking water clarity and color combine to provide outstanding to generally pleasing views
of the surrounding scenery of the area.

Middle and Lower sections: The scenery as seen from the riverbank and the river in these sections is
typically moderate, but pleasing with a few areas that have more dramatic river-scape views with
unique geology, dramatic colors (e.g., rocks and water clarity) in a largely primitive and undeveloped,
forested setting. In the lower sections, there are some rural-pastoral features due to grazing that occurs
on private lands. The few developments that do exist are quite localized so their visibility does not
detract noticeably from the general natural feeling of the area. Cultural modifications include those
made for the roads and former bridge (remnants of the low water bridge are visible from the river and
banks), along with some impacts from timber harvest, grazing and a few residential homes (and one
vacation rental) on private lands and the recreation areas at the USFS managed river bars (e.g., South
Fork, Nook, Miller, Redwood) and at Loeb State Park. The state park campground is minimally visible
from the river with only the river access road and a few rustic log cabins visible. Recreation, including
vehicles and RV’s are present, seasonally in large numbers, on all of the river bars in this section.

It is possible to obtain views from the river itself throughout these sections by floating the river, when
water levels allow. Roads follow the river in some parts; however, and some of these segments can be
viewed from a vehicle, although there are very few places to pull over on the side of the road. It is
possible in a few areas to access the river banks; primarily at the USFS managed South Fork
dispersed/minimally developed campground and the day-use areas on the river bars. The remote
feeling of the area combined with views of forested slopes, interesting geologic features and striking
water clarity and color combine to provide outstanding to generally pleasing views of the surrounding
scenery of the area.

Recreation and natural resources: The final two criteria that must be met are that the river or segment

of river and its setting must “possess natural and recreation values of outstanding quality” and be “large
enough to sustain substantial recreation use and to accommodate existing uses without undue
impairment of the natural values of the resource or quality of the recreation experience.”

Upper Section: This section of river has been designated as a Federal Wild and Scenic River since 1988.
The river has been found outstanding for its recreation, water quality and fisheries (USFS, 1993). Fishing
on the upper sections, as allowed by fishing regulations, is primarily from those that hike-in or float
down the river and fish from their kayaks. Since access for drift boats is limited (in the past the low
water crossing was a put-in), commercial use is limited as compared with the lower section. The river is
known for its unique water clarity and as a world-class fishing river with some of the largest steelhead
on the west coast. The Chetco is on various lists of the best fishing streams, primarily for salmon and
steelhead, in the state (Schuhmann, 2012); (Palmer, 2014).

Recreational boating is becoming increasingly popular in the upper section, with access possible via
USFS roads and floats possible for recreationists of a variety of skills levels, depending on the flow.
During various water levels, kayaking the “Lower Chetco Gorge” is a regional favorite amongst
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intermediate to expert paddlers. The two named major rapids in this section, Candycane and Conehead,
rate between 4-5+ during higher flows for those favoring the “big water” experience. However, at lower
flows, the most difficult sections can be bypassed by portaging. This section of the river is likely too
narrow for rafts due to narrow chutes and portaging required at low water, however, it is floatable at
various water levels in both hard-shell and inflatable kayaks. At the time of the site visit, some portaging
around Candycane and a portion of Conehead Rapids was necessary due to water levels and
obstructions. Fishing is possible, however recreational fishing use, is much lower than the other sections
in the study area. Hike-in access to the Lower Chetco Gorge for day-use and camping is possible via USFS
roads and trails. This segment includes dispersed camping on USFS property. Hunting for deer and elk in
the forests surrounding the river is possible along this section during the appropriate seasons.

Kayaking on the Chetco River

Overall the recreation opportunities on this section of the river have the potential to be (and currently
are) popular enough to attract visitors from beyond the local area, additionally they are relatively rare
within the region with only a few rivers, like the lllinois and Smith R. offering somewhat similar
experiences. While several rivers in the region offer somewhat similar scenery, the diversity of
recreation opportunities and year-round nature of recreation on this river is quite unique.

Natural resources of national and state importance exist in the study area as there are quite a few rare
and listed species known to occur or that have the possibility of occurring because of habitat and
proximity to known occurrences. Three species listed under the federal and/or state Endangered Species
Acts, and 40 federal and/or state sensitive species have the potential to occur or do occur in the study
area. The Chetco River Population of coho salmon has recently been identified as a core population that
is at high extinction risk by the NMFS (National Marine Fisheries Service, 2014). While only a few rare
species of plants have been documented in the study area, the condition of the riparian and forest
ecosystems of this upper segment is more pristine than the lower reaches, which are more impacted by
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human uses. Some of these forests are very old and have large diameter trees with interesting
branching. Other areas are younger, either because of logging history or wildfire. Sparse live oak and
madrone are abundant on rocky promontories and outcroppings, and these features provide interesting
contrast with mesic forest.

Middle and Lower sections: These sections of the river have been designated as a Federal Wild and
Scenic River (until just above Loeb) since 1988. The river was found to be outstanding for recreation,
water quality and fisheries (USFS, 1993). The river is known for its unique water clarity and as a world-
class fishing river with some of the largest steelhead on the west coast. The Chetco is on various lists of
the best fishing streams, primarily for salmon and steelhead, in the state (Schuhmann, 2012); (Palmer,
2014).

Recreational opportunities in this section include day-use pursuits (e.g., hiking, scenic enjoyment,
swimming, non-motorized boating, hunting etc.) and camping on both state and USFS property, along
with significant seasonal recreational fishing opportunities. Recreational boating (e.g., kayaking, rafts
and other float devices) is possible throughout this whole stretch during much of the year with multiple
put in and take out spots on public lands. Alfred A. Loeb State Park (Loeb) provides developed camping
along the river with trail access to day-use picnic areas and a small network of family-friendly trails along
the river and up into the redwoods (which are also located on adjacent USFS property). The Rogue River-
Siskiyou National Forest maintains campgrounds on the river banks in the study area including South
Fork Camps, Redwood Bar, Nook Bar, and Miller Bar, all easily accessible from Brookings. Activities
include picnicking, fishing, swimming and water play, scenic enjoyment, floating and other forms of non-
motorized water sports, along with tent, camper and small trailer camping.

Fishing on the Chetco (photo courtesy of Tim Palmer)

Overall the recreation opportunities on these sections of the river have the potential to be (and
currently are) popular enough to attract visitors from beyond the local area. While several rivers in the
region offer somewhat similar scenery, the diversity of recreation opportunities and year-round nature
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of recreation on this river is quite unique. The fishing on this section of river is often described as
“world-class” and people come from all over the state, region, country, and in some cases the word to
experience fishing on the Chetco River.

Natural resources are similar to those described for section 1, above. In summary, natural resources of
national and state importance exist in the study area as there are quite a few rare and listed species
known to occur or that have the possibility of occurring because of habitat and proximity to known
occurrences. Notable for this section are the rare plant communities found in the vicinity of Loeb State
Park, which include some of the only coast redwood association (coast redwood-tanoak/Pacific
rhododendron forest) in Oregon that is also the “most northerly naturally occurring redwood stand in
the world (Kagan, 1998).” The myrtlewood grove near the campground at Loeb is notable since many
such communities have been removed by historic logging and other development; the grove at Loeb
contains some of the largest remaining trees in Oregon (Kagan, 1998).

It appears that all three sections section meets the criteria of possessing outstanding recreation values
and that it is large enough to sustain substantial recreation use. The nature of the existing water-based
uses and abundance of public access to the river or surrounding lands meets the eligibility standards for
recreation set in state statute. The importance of the river as critical habitat for fish and wildlife should
not be overlooked; the statue requires that both criteria be met.

Program Goals
The scenic waterway program promotes cooperative protection and wise use of rivers in the system by
all agencies (federal, state and local), individual property owners and recreation users.

Five general program goals include:

1. To protect the free-flowing character of designated rivers for fish, wildlife and recreation. No
dams, reservoirs, impoundments and some forms of placer mining activities are currently
allowed on scenic waterways.

2. To protect and enhance scenic, natural, recreation, scientific, fish and wildlife values along
scenic waterways. New development or changes of existing uses proposed within a scenic
waterway are reviewed before they may take place.

3. To protect private property rights. The Act discourages unsightly structures or inappropriate
development that could be a nuisance to neighboring landowners and/or even depreciate
property values. It prohibits pollution and the disturbance of adjacent surface lands by dredging.
It also prohibits public use of private property without explicit consent of the landowner.

4. To promote expansion of the scenic waterway system. The Act sets up a process for adding new
rivers to the system and establishes criteria for candidate rivers.

5. To encourage other local, state and federal agencies to act consistently with the goals of the
program, the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department reviews plans and decisions made by
other agencies to ensure consistency with the scenic waterways program.
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Administration of the Oregon Scenic Waterways Program

Scenic waterways are administered under the authority of the Oregon State Parks and Recreation
Commission (ORS 390.805 to ORS 390.925). Administrative rules (OAR 736-40-005 to 736-40-040) have
been adopted to govern the program. In addition to the general rules governing the program, specific
rules are generated for management of each river segment in the system. These rules are created
through the management planning process, and tailored to the actions necessary to maintain the
existing character of the designated river corridor.

The Act and the Commission’s rules require the evaluation of proposed land use changes within one-
quarter mile from the ordinary high water line, on each side of the river, for their potential impacts on
the existing special attributes of the river. Property owners wanting to build roads or houses; extract
minerals and aggregate, harvest timber, or other similar projects, may need to provide written
notification to the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD). OPRD’s evaluation of the project
will be coordinated with other natural resource agencies (federal and state) having regulatory
responsibility and with the local jurisdiction. OPRD relies on its river classification and administrative
rules for each segment of the scenic waterway to determine whether the proposed project is
inconsistent with the designated classification. OPRD works with the landowner to reach a resolution of
conflicts. Where such resolution cannot be reached the Commission must decide within one year of the
original notification whether to pay the property owner for the land or the development rights. If the
Commission does not decide within one year to acquire the land or development rights, then the
landowner may proceed in accordance with the original development proposal.

OPRD coordinates the program with local, state, and federal agencies to assure their actions are
compatible with Scenic Waterway Act, administrative rules and resource management plans.
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Management of Scenic Waterways

The Management Planning Process

The goal of the scenic waterway management planning process is to develop a comprehensive and
workable management plan which will protect or enhance the special attributes of the designated river
corridor. Primary emphasis is on the protection of scenic, fish and wildlife and recreational features. The
intent is to maintain the existing scenic condition of the area, without “turning back the clock” on
existing land uses.

Pilot: Advisory Groups and Draft Management Plan

OPRD held two Advisory Group meetings (April 14, June 9) and one public workshop (July 14) for each
waterway. The Advisory Groups consist of local landowners, recreational users, local business owners,
and local government members. These meetings provided the foundation for the final
recommendations contained in the draft management plans.

The mechanisms for protection and enhancement to be included in this draft management plan are:

Scenic Waterway Classification - Within the management plan, scenic waterways are classified into one
or more of six possible classifications, according to the character of the landscape and the amount and
type of existing development.

Administrative Rules — If scenic waterway designation occurs, classifications are set in a management
plan and specific guidelines for new development are established as state administrative rules through a
public rule-making process.

Other Management Recommendations - Suggestions for actions to protect or enhance corridor values
are also included in the management plan. Implementation could be through the OPRD, other state
agencies, federal agencies or local agencies, organizations or persons. This includes input to OWRD’s
recommendation of scenic flows to the Water Resources Commission.

Concurrently, the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) staff began preparing a scenic flow
recommendation to assist the Water Resources Commission in their consideration of designation of the
proposed scenic waterways. Following designation (if that occurs), the Water Resources Commission will
request that the Water Resources Department (WRD) identify flow quantities necessary for recreation,
fish and wildlife uses before issuing water rights within or above designated Scenic Waterways (ORS
390.835(1)). WRD recommends Scenic Waterway flows to the Water Resources Commission through a
formal staff report. The Commission then amends and/or and approves the staff report and flow
protections are implemented through the water right process for new water rights within and above the
scenic waterway. Input from the OPRD Pilot Advisory Group and Public Comment regarding the
recreational flow needs of the Scenic Waterway informs the recommendation that WRD puts forward to
the Commission.
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Scenic Waterway Classification

Under Oregon law (ORS 390.345), the scenic waterway program is administered by the Oregon State
Parks and Recreation Commission, and staffed by Oregon Parks and Recreation Department. OPRD
works to protect scenic values, recreation and fish and wildlife, based on special attributes of each river.
OPRD strives to protect special attributes of the river while recognizing existing land uses and
management practices on adjacent lands.

Accessible
Natural River [

Scenic River
-

Recreational
River

Figure 3. Diagram showing the six types of potential river classifications

In order to define and achieve management goals, the river is classified into one or more of six possible
classifications according to the present level of land development, committed land uses, or landscape
alterations (Fig. 3). Once the classifications are set, appropriate guidelines for new development or
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landscape alterations are established as rules. The major aim of the program is to maintain the existing
scenic condition of the river.

The following are existing land use and land alteration conditions usually associated with each of the six
river classifications; and how each kind of classification should be administered (managed) in the scenic
waterways program:

1. Natural River Areas are generally inaccessible except by trail or river, with related adjacent lands and
shorelines essentially primitive. These areas may include an occasional lightly traveled road, airstrip,
habitation or other kind of improvement already established, provided the effects are limited to the
immediate vicinity. These areas will be administered to preserve their natural, wild and primitive
condition while allowing compatible recreational and other uses. Preservation and enhancement of the
primitive character of these areas is the goal of this and the next two classifications.

2. Accessible Natural River Areas are relatively primitive, undeveloped areas with access by railroad or
lightly traveled road but otherwise possess the qualities of a Natural or Scenic River Area. These areas
are administered to protect or enhance their scenic character, while allowing compatible outdoor
recreational use.

3. Scenic River Areas may be accessible in places by roads, but are largely undeveloped and primitive
except for agriculture and grazing. Scenic River Areas may not include long stretches of conspicuous or
well-traveled roads paralleling the river in close proximity, but may include extensive areas in
agricultural use. River segments considered “Scenic” are managed to maintain or enhance their high
scenic quality, recreation value, fisheries and wildlife habitat. The intent is to preserve their largely
undeveloped character while allowing continued agricultural land use.

4. Natural Scenic View Areas are designated where one riverbank is inaccessible, undeveloped or
primitive in character (possesses the qualities of a Natural or Scenic River Area) while the opposite bank
and related lands are accessible and developed. These areas are administered, as appropriate, to
preserve or enhance their essentially primitive scenic character, while allowing compatible public
outdoor recreational use.

5. Recreational River Areas are readily accessible by road or railroad, with some agricultural,
commercial and/or residential development along the banks; the river may have undergone some
impoundment or diversion in the past. River segments considered “Recreation” are managed to allow
continuance of a wide range of compatible river-oriented public outdoor recreation opportunities, to
the extent that these do not substantially impair the natural beauty of the scenic waterway or diminish
its aesthetic, fish and wildlife, scientific and recreational values.

6. River Community Areas are river segments where the density (residential tract or platted subdivision)
of existing structures or other developments precludes application of a more restrictive classification.
River segments considered “Community Areas” are managed to allow development that is compatible
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with county zoning and blends into the natural character of the surrounding landscape. This also means
protecting riparian vegetation, and encouraging activities that enhance the landscape.

Due to the individual character of each scenic waterway, administrative criteria within each of the six
classifications may vary from one scenic waterway to another. Examples can be found in the
administrative rules for existing state scenic waterways.

The rules established for each river classification generally allow some new construction and continued
use of existing structures and improvements. Though some improvements require notification and
approval, many others do not. For example, notification and approval is not generally needed for
construction of new fences; maintenance of farm buildings, fences or outbuildings; laying of irrigation
lines; crop rotation; removal of danger trees; construction of grain storage facilities under certain
conditions; maintenance of existing residences and outbuildings; minor residential remodeling;
construction of garage adjacent to existing homes; certain changes in landscaping; maintenance of roads
and bridges; and firewood cutting for personal use.

Mining, road building, construction and placement of some new structures, land clearing and timber
harvest are examples of activities typically requiring approval. River classifications and the associated
rules or guidelines determine how the natural and scenic beauty of the river will be maintained.

Scenic Waterway Land Management Program

The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, in collaboration with the Advisory Committee, proposes
to apply three classifications to given segments of the proposed Chetco State Scenic Waterway.
Classification locations and explanations for each river segment are provided below (see Fig. 4 for map):

Below Candycane Rapids at low water in the Lower Chetco River Gorge
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Accessible Natural River Area
From the Steel Bridge to Eagle Creek the river is proposed to be classified as an Accessible Natural River

Area. The “Steel Bridge” crosses the river at the beginning of this section, after which the river quickly
narrows to form the Lower Chetco River Gorge. Within the gorge, the river channel crosses through rock
outcrops with interesting rock formations, including large colorful boulders in the riverbed, namely two
sets of whitewater rapids (Candycane and Conehead). The geology, remote setting and water clarity
combine to make this section of river outstandingly scenic.

It is possible to obtain views from the river itself throughout this section by floating the river, when
water levels allow. This entire segment is in public (USFS) ownership with river access limited to a small
undeveloped area near the Steel Bridge or by paddlers putting in higher up on the river (e.g., across the
river from the Tolman Ranch property off the Forest Service Road) and floating down through the
Chetco River Gorge. There are no developed recreation facilities, though hiking, kayaking, fishing,
hunting, and primitive camping uses are evident. Hike-in access to the Lower Chetco Gorge for day-use
and camping is possible via USFS roads and trails. This segment includes some dispersed camping on
USFS property. The proposed management goal is to protect or enhance the scenic character of the area
while allowing compatible outdoor recreational uses.

Conehead Rapids at low water in the Lower Chetco River Gorge
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Scenic River Area

From Eagle Creek to the South Fork confluence the river is proposed to be classified as Scenic River Area.
This section of river is accessible in a few places by roads, but is largely undeveloped except for some
grazing, rural residential and recreational uses near the South Fork.

The view just upstream of Rainbow Creek on the Chetco River

Other developments along the river include remnants of the old low water bridge (NF-1846) and a trail
maintained by the USFS, the Chetco Gorge Trail, with a trailhead near the location of the old low water
bridge. The USFS has also maintained a small reservation only hike-in tent site near Rainbow Creek. Of
the few developed private properties, very few are visible from the river. The upper section is under
public ownership, while there is mixed federal/private ownership as you get closer to the South Fork
confluence, including South Coast Lumber and private lands used for grazing and the Chetco River Inn.
The proposed management goal is to preserve the area’s high scenic quality, recreation value and
fisheries and wildlife habitat by ensuring that all new developments blend into the natural character of
the surrounding landscape while preserving the largely undeveloped character associated with existing
uses.

Recreational River Areas

From the South Fork Confluence to the southern boundary of Alfred A. Loeb State Park, the river is
proposed to be classified as Recreational River Area. Roads follow the river in some parts; however, the
majority of this segment cannot be viewed from a vehicle or from the side of the road except from
vehicular access point on the various the river bars (e.g. South Fork, Redwood, Nook, and Miller). The
road (NF 1376) crosses the river at Second Bridge just above Loeb where it eventually becomes the
North Bank Chetco River Road. The area offers pleasing river-scape views with interesting and colorful
vegetation and exceptionally clear water in an area used seasonally by relatively large numbers of
recreationists.
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While there is more private property in this section (focused around the area just to the south of the
South Fork and around Loeb State Park) public access is available throughout this segment because of
the multiple public access points on the river bars and at the state park. Existing development includes
residential homes, mostly in the area known locally as “Wilderness Retreat”. The “Wilderness Retreat”
parcel was sub-divided into 47 lots, ranging between 0.6-1.3 acres with half of the lots lining a high
embankment above the river and the other half across the road from the Forest Service Road #1376 (
(USFS, 1993). Few of these homes are visible from the river due to topography and existing vegetation.
Those that are visible are partially screened and blend into the environment (e.g., occur in natural tone).
Curry County zoning requirements enacted after this subdivision was developed generally limit dwelling
density to one dwelling for every 5-10 acres. Additionally, Curry County ordinances generally require
structural development setbacks within riparian areas.

The view just upstream of 2" bridge and Loeb State Park

A small scale gravel operation exists just upriver from Alfred A. Loeb State Park (2nd Bridge Bar aka
Fitzhugh Bar), within the scenic waterway study area. The regional general permit (RGP-7), issued in
2011 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers includes two other gravel operations and expires on July 15,
2016. As a requirement of the Corps of Engineers Regional General Permit, Tidewater Contractors
submitted a specific plan for the gravel mining operation that will be within the proposed state scenic
waterway titled “2012 Extraction Plans for the 2™ Bridge Gravel Bar on the Chetco River-Tidewater
Contractors, Inc.” The document specifies the proposed extraction and restoration plan. Tidewater
Contractors also has a lease with the Department of State Lands through 2025 for the use of state
owned waters along with a conditional use permit from Curry County. The RGP includes requirements
for reserves volumes, bar form retention, individual bar allocations, general construction details, an
adaptive management strategy, a monitoring plan and enhancement actions.

Removal of material from the beds and banks of designated scenic waterways may be permitted by the
Department of State Lands upon a finding that the activity is consistent with scenic waterway and other
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state waterway statutes (ORS 390.835). However, given that this is an existing permitted use approved
prior to the potential scenic waterway designation, the recommendation to the permitting agencies
would be that this existing use be allowed to continue, with the current permit holder, assuming the
existing permits, or extensions of those permits, are maintained in good standing with the permitting
agencies. OPRD may request to be included in the agency review team if, upon expiration of the permit,
any renewal or extension requests result in changes to existing permit conditions or extraction plans
that may impact the scenic qualities of the scenic waterway. If the Chetco River study area is designated
as a state scenic waterway by the Governor, OPRD will work with DSL, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
permitees and other stakeholders to develop appropriate language during the rule-making process to
formalize this recommendation.

The management goal in this section of river (as proposed) is to preserve and promote the area’s
recreational quality by ensuring that any new developments blend into the natural character of the
surrounding landscape and are compatible with existing county zoning.
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Figure 4. Draft proposed classification types and approximate land ownership
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Potential Land Management Rules

For all scenic waterway areas

All new structures, improvements and development should be in compliance with the Public Use of
Scenic Waterways Rules (OAR 736-040-0025) and Land Management Rules (OAR 736-40-030 and 0035)
and be consistent with applicable Forest Service and Curry County land use and development

regulations.

Accessible Natural River Area

From the Steel Bridge to Eagle Creek

Proposed draft rule guidance

e |norder to preserve the river and related adjacent lands in a semi-primitive condition, only
improvements made in connection with a compatible existing use (e.g., those needed for public
recreation use or resource protection) should be allowed.

e Any new improvements permitted should be primitive in character and include screening from
the river by topography.

e New roads and similar forms of development should only be permitted when fully screened
from view from the river by topography. Any existing roads should not be extended or realigned
unless fully screened by topography.

Note: The Forest Service manages this section of river as “scenic” and note in their management plan
that the desired future condition of this segment is “to maintain a semi-primitive type of recreation
experience” (USFS, 1993). Proposed improvements are minimal and are intended to “enhance the
recreational experience without altering the semi-primitive quality of the area” (USFS, 1993). This
management guidance is consistent with designation as an accessible natural river area under the State
Scenic Waterway program.

Scenic River Area

From Eagle Creek to the South Fork Confluence

Proposed draft rule guidance:

e Improvements needed for public recreation use or resource protection shall be designed to
blend with the natural character of the landscape.

e Natural evergreen vegetation shall be maintained between the new improvements and the
river. The establishment of additional vegetative screening (preferably native vegetation) may
be required to further mitigate the visual impact of new structure(s) as seen from the river if not
blocked by topography.

e New roads and similar forms of development shall be screened from view from the river by
topography.
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Note: The Forest Service manages this section of river as “recreational” and note in their management
plan that the desired future condition of this segment is “to maintain a semi-social type of recreation
experience” (USFS, Year). Proposed improvements are moderate and are designed to meet the “existing
demand for recreation facilities” along with planning for “a gradual increase in demand” (USFS, Year).
This management guidance is generally consistent with designation as scenic river area under the State

Scenic Waterway program.

Recreational River Area

From the South Fork Confluence to the southern boundary of Alfred A. Loeb State Park.

Rule guidance:

e New structures and improvements shall be permitted only when at least partially screened from
view from the river by topography or vegetation and shall be designed to blend with the natural
character of the landscape as much as possible. The establishment of additional vegetative
screening (preferably native vegetation) may be required to further mitigate the visual impact of
the new structure(s) as seen from the river, if not otherwise blocked by topography or existing
vegetation. The condition of “vegetation screening” shall consist of a density and mixture of
native evergreen and deciduous vegetation to obscure or allow only a filtered view of the
proposed structures or improvements.

e Improvements needed for public recreation use or resource protection may be visible from the
river but shall be designed to blend with the natural character of the landscape as much as
possible.

e New roads and similar forms of development shall be set back from the river consistent with
Curry County zoning and land development requirements and be screened from view from the
river by topography or by existing or established evergreen vegetation.

20| Page
DRAFT



Management Recommendations
Advisory Committee and public input on priorities for management that could enhance the recreational

experience and protect fish and wildlife on the Chetco River are summarized here. Ideas expressed

pertain to actions that could be carried out by landowners and managers, partners in collaboration with

land managers or other agencies, or by other groups or agencies independently.

10.

Collaborate with local partners and public agencies towards the development and installation of
small interpretive signs with messages about the river corridor (potential topics include: river
stewardship, leave no trace, recreation, cultural resources, fisheries, wildlife, geology, water
quality, hydrology, respecting private property) in key areas.

Work in partnership with local groups and public agencies towards the development of a water
trail recreation guide to facilitate river-based recreation opportunities, protect natural resources
and private property. The guide may include maps and information showing property
boundaries, river launch sites, day use areas, camping areas, other facilities, along with safety
and other interpretive information. Use this and other resources to work toward expanding
educational opportunities to learn about river recreation on the Chetco and other nearby scenic
waterways.

Develop signs that identify public access for put in and take outs and/or developed recreation
areas that are visible from the river and from the road access points.

Collaborate with local partners and public agencies to identify user conflict areas that may not
currently be adequately addressed in the Forest Service Management Plan due to changes in
visitor use patterns (e.g., RVs often camp in the middle of boat ramps restricting drift boat
launch at South Fork).

Cooperate with local partners and land managers to explore funding opportunities and any
existing regulatory limitations to improving existing river access points (e.g., boat ramps, access
roads, and other facilities such as restrooms and trash receptacles) to facilitate river recreational
opportunities and improve visitor safety. Suggest that existing river access points continue to be
maintained.

Develop organized regular river clean-up activities (e.g., trash and other debris) within the
Scenic Waterway, particularly at river access points.

Explore opportunities to form partnership to exploring improvements in water quality, planting
native species and invasive species management and/or monitoring efforts.

Do not modify existing or construct new structures within the high water channel unless they
enhance river related (e.g., fish, wildlife, recreation) resources and comply with free-flow
standards.

Recommend that the existing permitted gravel mining operation located within the study area
be permitted to continue as it is an existing use of lands previously not within a state scenic
waterway.

Public agencies in collaboration with local partners should work towards scoping for ways to
improve hiking trail opportunities on public lands in the river corridor.
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11. Federal agencies (e.g., USFS) should provide the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department draft
plans, environmental assessments or environmental impact statements on activities that may
affect the Scenic Waterway.

12. OPRD shall seek the cooperation of all local, state and federal agencies in meeting the objectives
of this program and complying with the State Scenic Waterway Act and State Park Commission
rules.

For a summary of recommendations on flow levels necessary to protect the recreation, fish, and
wildlife needs of the Chetco River, refer to Appendix A.
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Appendix A

This is a placeholder for the Water Resources Commission staff report on scenic waterway flow
recommendations.
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Appendix B

In April 2015, OPRD and Water Resources Department (WRD) held the first collaborative meeting with
the advisory groups for each river. Approximately 75 members of the public attended this first advisory
group meeting (due in large part to some misinformation about what the meeting was about). These
groups, made up of local landowners, community leaders, recreation users and land managers, met
again in late June 2015 to finalize the Draft Management Plan and Draft Scenic Waterway Flow
Recommendation documents (in addition to the advisory group, 2 members of the public were in
attendance).

The resulting documents were presented in an open-house style public meeting on July 14 in Brookings
which kicked-off a public comment period that ended on August 13. 37 members of the public attended
the public meeting along with OPRD and WRD agency staff. 783 comments were received during the
comment period (782 in support of designation and/or the management plan, and 1 in opposition). The
summary presented here (Tables 1-2) is for the comment period held in connection with the
development of the draft management plan in coordination with local advisory committees. A separate
public comment period was held in 2014.The results from the 2014 public comment period are included
in the eligibility study report. Additional information, including the eligibility reports and meeting
information is available online at http://bit.ly/scenicwaterways.

Table 1. Summary of public comments received during the proposed Chetco River Scenic Waterway
draft management plan comment period (7/14/2105-8/13/2015)

Written Comment Type Oppose plan/designation Support plan/designation
Individual emails and letters 1 28
Public meeting comment forms 0 8
Email form letters-Chetco only 0 634
Email form letters-both rivers 0 112
Total written comments (2015) 1 782

Public comments received during the proposed Chetco River Scenic Waterway comment period by
location of residence are shown in the below table. Over half (56%) of those submitting comments in
support of the Chetco River designation live in Oregon, 12% reside in California, and 4% in the European
Union (Table 2).

Table 2. Summary of public comments received by location of residence.

Country Total (%)
USA 92
EU 4
Canada 1
Other 3
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State

Oregon 56
California 12
New York 4
Florida 2
Illinois 2
Washington 2
Other 22
Regions

Southern Oregon 49
Portland Metro 24
Willamette Valley 16
The Coast 8
Central Oregon 3
The Gorge >1

Eastern Oregon >1

Slightly less than 50% of the comments received from Oregon were from Southern Oregon with 24%
from the Portland Metro area, 16% from the Willamette Valley and 8% from the Oregon Coast. Less than
1% of total comments received were in opposition to the designation/management plan (1 comment).
Approximately 50% of the personal emails, letters and public meeting comment forms (of those that had
location information) were from the south coast, mainly Brookings.
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From: The Chetco River Inn

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Scenic Waterways comments
Date: Monday, August 03, 2015 10:39:11 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

We would like for our concern to be included in your Scenic Waterway proposition. We own
a large portion of river frontage. We have taken under consideration the pros that the
Scenic Waterway designation however we are very much against the river portion running
along our property to be included in the designation. Our portion of river frontage consists
of a parcel from just below Steel Bridge to above South Fork.

We would like for our section of river to not be included in your draft. We believe that the
support of such a designation along the section of river we front, directly negatively impacts
our business and personal usage of our property. By supporting this designation, we would
give up our personal rights to freely manage and develop our business and property.

We sincerely hope that the wants of the property owners are being heard and listened to.

Thank you,,
Dan and Marci Barker



Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1265 Port Orford OR 97465

August 10, 2015

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Scenic Waterways Program

725 Summer St., Ste C

Salem, OR 97301

Re: Support for proposed designation of the Chetco River as State Scenic Waterway
Dear Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Scenic Waterway Program:

| am writing on behalf of the Kalmiosis Audubon Society. Our organization has more than 200
members in Curry County who are concerned about conserving habitat for birds, fish, and wildlife
and about outdoor recreation opportunties.

We strongly support of the proposed designation of the Chetco River as new State Scenic
Waterway.

Our members regularly enjoy recreation on the Chetco through birdwatching, swimming,
camping, boating, hiking and fishing. In addition, some of our members earn their livelihoods
guiding on the river during the fishing season. Some of our members have also served on the local
stakeholder committee developing a management proposal.

We know firsthand that the Chetco provides outstanding recreational, scenic, botanic, and fish
and wildlife habitat values that certainly merit recognition and protection afforded by Oregon’s
state scenic waterway program. The river’s crystal clear waters and deep pools are the home to
important populations of steelhead trout and salmon and provide exceptionally clean drinking
water to the cities of Brookings and Harbor. The river’s broad gravel bars and beautiful blue tinted
water makes it an extraordinary place for recreation, too. We’ve submitted extensive testimony
earlier in this public process detailing many of the river’s outstanding values to the local ecology,
economy, and community.

At this point, we want to offer strong support for the management proposals put forth by the
stakeholder committee. We support improvements to recreation facilties, especially those that
will make a beneficial contribution to the environment; restoration of riparian habitat by
removing invasive species and replanting natives; and interpretation that will help educate
residents and visitors about the river’s special values (though we caution about too much
signage!).



In addition, we also strongly urge the state to adopt the full suite of insteam flows for the Chetco
(including baseflows, biological triggering flows, and channel maintenance flows); these are
necessary to maintain the free flowing character of the river and the quantity of flows necessary
for recreation, fish, wildlife, and maintaining water quality for drinking water supplies. Protecting
these flows will not injure existing senior or downstream water right holders, but will ensure that
river flows in the newly designated state scenic waterways are safeguarded against future
development for generations to come. Designating flows to protect critical streamflow functions
is necessary to provide the full protection required by the Scenic Waterway Act.

We appreciate the Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation’s effort to consider and facilitate
community discussion surrounding designation of the Chetco as a state scenic waterway.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Cordially,

President
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society



Oct. 15, 2014
To: Laurel Hillman
Re: Consideration of the Chetco as an Oregon Scenic Waterway

Dear Laurel:

I am writing on behalf of the Kalmiopsis Audubon Society. Our group has more than 200
members in Curry County who are concerned about habitat for birds, fish, and wildlife, and
also about stewardship of public lands and resources. For these reasons, we strongly support
designation of the Chetco River as a state scenic waterway.

Our members include people who work as sport fishing guides, people who camp on the river
during summer months, people who kayak, people who swim, people who fish, people who
hike, and people who watch birds along the Chetco. More than one-third of our members reside
in Brookings or Harbor.

I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and Calum Stevenson last month and to share
photos that highlight the Chetco’s unique scenic and recreational attributes, but I wanted to
share a letter, too, to answer questions in the questionnaire you left us -so that you have more
information and our organization’s support in your record.

As I described when we met, the Chetco is an extremely unique waterway in that its
headwaters flow from the Siskiyou Mountains and are located entirely within the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness. This means that the river has outstanding water quality, outstanding habitat for
fish spawning, and outstanding wilderness recreation opportunities, including fishing. All
these qualities were recognized by Congress when the public lands portion of the Chetco, which
flows from headwaters to the Forest Service boundary, was designated as a National Wild and
Scenic River in 1988.

Since you are interested in the reaches downstream of the Steel Bridge, I'll mention that a wild
highlight of this reach is the Chetco Gorge, with its massive rapid Conehead, formed by a
distinctive conical rock formation within the river, followed by Radiolaria (also known as
Candy Cane), owing to the fossils that make distinctive striping patterns in the rock. These are
reached only by boat and only accessible by skilled boaters and during low flows. There is also



a trail up the north side of the river that leads into the Chetco Gorge, from the ford at Low-
water Crossing to Eagle Creek, a stunning tributary that flows into a beautiful pool. Regrettably,
this trail has fallen into disrepair with some landslides and blow downs. In the past, the Forest
Service offered a summer tent type camp along this trail. Hopefully, someday this trail can be
restored.

The views from the river are stunning. The uppermost study segment is most wild of course
and features forested canyon scenery with a mix of conifers and broadleafed evergreen trees.

In the second study reach, the canyon opens up and the river flows through massive gravel bars.
Here the scenery is more pastoral-seeming, and there is at least one building visible from the
river (Chetco Inn). In the third study reach, downstream of the South Fork, the river continues

to flow through open country and past a subdivision, where some homes are visible to the river
(most are set back), but then reenters a series of forested canyons again. These canyons are
accessed most readily from Forest Service campgrounds, which are actually just large river bars:
Redwood Bar, Nook Bar, and Miller Bar. Downstream of the bridge near the Forest Service
boundary, the river tracks closer to the road for the short distance down to Loeb State Park,

with its large gravel bar and lovely Myrtlewood groves. This is perhaps the most popular
swimming and boating access point because it is located closest to town.

One of the most scenic aspects of the Chetco, especially in its uppermost (segment 1) and and
lowermost (segment 3) study reaches, are beautiful clear, blue-tinged pools where one can look
down through deep water to see rocks on the bottom. These are ideal swim holes during the
summer and also ideal places where salmon and steelhead hold in fall and winter (ideal, fishing
holes for that reason).

This year, owing to record low flows, there is more algae than usual. Generally, the river’s
water quality in terms of clarity is extremely high in its upper reaches, but in the lower reaches,
there is the exception of temperature impairment.

Regarding recreation, the Chetco gets a lot of use, especially at its lower access sites ~with local
people swimming, boating, and camping, especially during summer months. People routinely
come from Medford area and Crescent City as well to enjoy camping on the Chetco. And
several businesses in Brookings rent inflatable kayaks and paddleboard that people can use to
paddle the reach from low water crossing down to Loeb State Park. Most people do this, or a
sub segment of this as a day trip, taking out at Loeb, but it can also be done as an overnight trip
with fabulous, remote campsites.

The 3d study segment hosts some lovely sand beaches, interspersed with more common large
gravel bars. The beaches make excellent picnic spots or camp spots for people who recreate by
boat. Camping on the Chetco is delightful because the temperatures are often mild, the night
skies are filled with stars, and one can sometimes hear owls hooting.

Our members typically use inflatable boats or drift boats when recreating on the Chetco. In fact,
I believe that an agreement was reached among fishing guides and other boaters to keep motors
off the lower Chetco to protect the unique fishing experience that the river provides. You could



learn more about this by talking with fishing guide Harvey Young or former Chetco outfitter
Allen Wilson.

Study segment #1 is extremely difficult for boating and should be paddled only by the most
skilled boaters during winter flows. Even during summer flows, there are larger rapids that
require care in portaging and should only be run by people with whitewater experience. Below
Low Water Crossing, the river flows in an easy class 2 riffles, with occasional obstacles of
greater hazard caused by fallen trees, especially during winter flows. In the low and warm
flows of summer months, the Chetco’s easy waters make it accessible and safe for beginner
floaters and boaters.

Regarding bird watching, the Chetco hosts most common river birds, including kingfishers,
osprey, great blue herons, mergansers, spotted sandpipers, American dippers, and in lower
reaches, bald eagles.

Regarding fishing, I will leave others more engaged in that activity to answer your questions on
that topic, but I'll just underscore again that fishing in the Chetco is one of its most outstanding
recreational draws.

Our “Wild Rivers Coast” has several National Wild and Scenic Rivers, but compared to the
others, the Chetco is unique for several reasons. Because of geography, the water flows from
lower and less cold country, and so the water is warmer than other rivers, which makes for
more enjoyable swimming. The Rogue also has warmer water, but its water quality is impaired
owing to heavy urban use and development in its mid reaches (Rogue Valley). The Chetco is
notable for its utterly wild headwaters, which include only a few trail crossings in the
Kalmiposis Wilderness. The river has large winter flows that trickle down to low summer flows
and yet water quality generally remains very good.

Regarding matters of visitor management, I have heard some anglers complain that fishing use
of the Chetco it actually too high and that there are conflicts between fishers during the highest
use season, with fall Chinook and winter steelhead runs. In addition, I have several times had
the experience of camping up the Chetco when people (presumably kids) used the river bars as
a place for late night drag racing and partying. This is, of course, disconcerting when one is
camping on a bar. It disturbs not only the quiet, but there is also a safety issue if the high-speed
drivers do not notice people sleeping in sleeping bags or tents. There have also been conflicts
associated with people driving in the river; this was recently prohibited by a change of state law,
and I am not well-versed in whether or not this conflict persists. Finally, there is a problem

with people leaving trash on gravel bars.

The greatest threats to study segments you are considering for the Chetco include dredge
mining within the river for gold. Not long ago, there was a proposal to mine 25 miles of
streambed including the reaches from Nook Bar upstream into the Kalmiopsis Wilderness.
Fortunately, the claims in the wilderness have been permanently retired, and there is a
temporary withdrawal of the river corridor from new mining claims down to the Forest Service
boundary. This temporary withdrawal will remain in place until July 2017. A permanent
withdrawal is also proposed in the current O&C bill proposed by Oregon’s Senator Wyden. If
the temporary withdrawal lapses and there is no permanent protection in place, new mining



claims will again be filed. Also, existing valid claims may still be developed, but hopefully these
will be small enough and can be sufficiently regulated to prevent degradation to the river.

If drought becomes more common, water quality may be further impaired. This may be best
addressed by monitoring of septic systems associated with river front developments and
responding to problems accordingly.

I am also including the Chetco entry from Tim Palmer’s book, A Field Guide to Oregon’s Rivers,
recently published by OSU Press, which may provide some useful details for your report.

We will look forward to reading your report about our special river.

Cordially,

/s Ann Vileisis
President, Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
From A Field Guide to Oregon Rivers, by Tim Palmer (OSU Press, 2014), here is the Chetco entry:

Chetco River

Length: 57 miles

Average flow: 2,244 cfs
Watershed: 353 square miles

This outstanding, important salmon and steelhead stream with pristine water flows
through the heart of the Siskiyou Range and to the ocean at Brookings. Seventh-largest river on
Oregon’s coast, it’s also one of the flashiest statewide. Winter discharges 50 times those of
summer can spike from 1,000 to 60,000 cfs in a few days. A hydrologic phenomenon, the small
watershed can briefly produce as much water as a high-flowing Willamette or Snake. This is
also the wildest major river on the West Coast south of the Olympic Mountains, with no dams,
towns, development, or roads along its upper 30 miles, and little below that until near sea level
(even the Illinois River has towns above its wilderness canyon). Half the length lies in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness and its distinctive, real-life museum of geology and plants. Below, the
road-accessible reach is one of the finest for summertime recreation.

Unlike most rivers, which flow somewhat directly out of their mountains, the Chetco
wanders its forbidding topography, first north, then west, south, and again west. In the Chetco
Gorge, 3 miles above the South Fork, chert boulders were formed undersea from skeletons of
microscopic radiolaria, now stunningly striped in earthy tones of red, white, and gray. At the
South Fork the valley broadens with spacious blue-gray gravel bars along jade-green water. The
world's northernmost naturally growing redwoods tower at Loeb State Park.

Cutthroat thrive throughout, steelhead migrate to upper reaches, coho survive in one of
their more southerly enclaves, and Chinook are a storied fishery with occasional 60-pounders
and some of Oregon’s highest smolt returns.

For three-quarters of its length, down to the Siskiyou National Forest boundary, the
Chetco is a National Wild and Scenic River. Headwaters include the longest reach through a
designated wilderness on the West Coast. This river and the neighboring Illinois also have the



greatest undammed vertical drop among Oregon’s coastal streams. In short, the little-known
Chetco is an exceptional river.

The lower 7 miles flow through private land near Brookings and face development
pressure; municipal water demands for a new 1,000-home subdivision north of town could
overtax summertime flows. Upstream, a gold mining proposal jeopardizes 15 miles in the Wild
and Scenic reach; applications in 2011 sought to expand from 4- to 8-inch gasoline-powered
dredges —a vast increase in material extracted and then flushed back as silt, which can
destabilize the riverbed and destroy invertebrate communities elemental in the food chain.
Conservation groups strive to limit the mining and declare new claims off-limits through a
congressional bill pending in 2013.

HIKING: From Hwy 101 in south Brookings turn east on North Shore Road. Loeb State
Park, 7 miles up, offers access and a 1-mile trail along the Chetco through a fine myrtle grove.
The Redwood Nature Trail lies 0.5 miles farther.

Turnoffs for excellent gravel-bar recreation sites and camping are 2.6 miles above Loeb
at Miller Bar, 0.3 miles farther at Nook Bar, and 1.4 miles further at Redwood Bar. These all offer
dreamy summertime swimming, and the snorkeling may be Oregon's best with clear, warm
water and a rocky bottom. The South Fork access is 3 miles farther. Then 1 mile above South
Fork bridge, turn left on gravel FR 1407 to Low Water Crossing, where in summer the river can
be waded to the west-side Chetco Gorge Trail. This runs 2 miles upstream to Eagle Creek's
confluence, just below the formidable boulder garden of Chetco Gorge (volunteer trail
maintenance needed!).

More remote, the upper river can nominally be reached by a rougher road: cross South
Fork bridge and stay left, go nearly 1 mile, turn right on FR 1917, in another 2.8 miles go left on
unsigned FR 060, after 4.4 more miles go left on unsigned dirt 067 and drop 1 mile (high
clearance) to south bank access. Avoid Tolman Ranch on the other side.

Farther up, the Chetco is best reached by arduous hiking from the east side of the
Siskiyou Mountains. Since the widespread 2002 Biscuit Fire, trails have been in disrepair, but
the Siskiyou Mountain Club is upgrading these. Take Hwy 199 north from Cave Junction 5
miles, turn west on Eight Dollar Mountain Road (later FR 4201), in 2.8 miles cross to the west
side of the Illinois River, and (if the gate’s open) go another 12 steep miles to road’s end at
Onion Camp. Here the Babyfoot Lake/Bailey Mountain/Chetco River Trail leads southwest 9
miles to the canyon bottom: take the trail on the right, in a quarter mile go left (the right branch
is a longer alternate), and in 3 miles switchback right at a junction with the Canyon Peak Trail.
In another mile or so, in an open area above an old mine, take the fork leading uphill, continue
to the shoulder of Bailey Mountain (mile 7), and drop to the river (see California Creeks web site).
A shorter trail may open in summer from Chetco Pass, though brush may be thick: from Hwy
199 in Selma turn west on Illinois River Road, go about 12 miles, park at the trailhead if further
mileage is gated, cross the Illinois, walk or drive the jeep road 5 miles up to Chetco Pass, then
hike 3 steep miles down to the river at Slide Creek. Take a map!

FISHING: Fishing for fall Chinook begins in the tidal reach in September and peaks in
November. Winter steelhead below the South Fork peak January — February. Drift boats ply
from the South Fork down and use 8 access areas, which also offer bank fishing. The river above
tide-line is closed to summer fishing.



BOATING: The upper Chetco through Kalmiopsis Wilderness is Oregon’s ultimate epic
river adventure for ultra-fit paddlers. It features crystalline water and pristine wilderness as
remote as anywhere in the state. After the rigorous hike and boat-carry from the east side (see
above), paddle 3-5 days in Class 3-5 rapids plus portages. Avoid high or rising water. Flows are
hazardously erratic until late-spring (200-400 at Brookings suits some paddlers), and hundreds
of boulders define the word "undercut." In summer, a low-water trip with inflatable kayaks,
frequent dragging, and challenging boulder scrambling is a remarkable athletic experience and
river adventure on as little as 80 cfs at Brookings.

For a more accessible but still jaw-dropping upper Chetco outing, put in at Tolman (see
above) and paddle 6 miles to Steel Bridge (for this takeout, drive 3 miles north from the South
Fork on FR 1376, cross the Chetco, and turn left), or continue paddling 8 more miles through the
lower gorge. This geologically wondrous wild-river extravaganza includes a tumult of Class 4-5
drops. Radiolaria is a colossal blockage of massive boulders requiring a rigorous carry (the name
refers to undersea protozoa whose metamorphosed skeletons form the striped, candy-cane-like
rock). Soon after, Conehead is marked by two pointed monoliths where the river collides into
boulders and logs —line and drag with care.

The reach from Low Water Crossing to Brookings Harbor is a superb 20-mile Class 1-2
run on riffles with multiple accesses —one of Oregon’s finest trips for early-intermediate
paddlers. After winter storms clear, the water turns turquoise-blue. Expansive gravel bars offer
fine campsites on this seldom run overnighter —a miniature lower Rogue without the jet-boat
roar. Expect headwinds, especially on summer afternoons. Take out at Loeb, or tide-line's Social
Security Bar (3.2 miles east of Hwy 101), or go to Brookings harbor. Flows of 2,000 or more feel
big; low flows enchant with carefree clarity. All summer the stream is day-trip-boatable with
depthless pools and tight gravel riffles that channelize as flows drop; 200 cfs at Brookings is
good, but with minor dragging I've enjoyed paddling on as little as 80. Fallen trees, however,
pose serious hazards where beginners should wade. Boaters must register at a roadside stop
near the Redwood Bar turnoff. I do not leave my vehicle at the South Fork and its weekend-
rowdy campsite overnight.



From: —

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Subject: Chetco River Needs Immediate Protection
Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 4:01:50 PM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

***The Chetco River is infinitely ore valuable than any amount of irrigation water or hydropower that
could be seized from it. This River is the epitome of the precious aquatic ecosystems that people of
Oregon had the vision and foresight to protect in 1970, and the need has only grown greater since.
Please protect the Chetco River immediately.***

I am writing today to support adding the Chetco River to Oregon's State Scenic Waterway network. The
exceptionally clear waters of the Chetco River provide exceptional recreation opportunities, produce
some of the largest salmon in Oregon, and provide drinking water to coastal communities.

I support the recommendations stakeholder groups have made with regard to the Chetco River segment
classifications and the resulting “potential land management rules.” These rules strike a balance
between maintaining the scenic and ecological integrity of the river corridors and the rights of adjacent
private property owners. Maintaining the natural condition of the river corridor will benefit clean water
and fisheries for generations to come.

In addition to my support for designating the Chetco a State Scenic Waterway, | urge the state to fully
protect instream flows. Natural flows are critical to maintaining the wild and free flowing character of
the Chetco, and the state's designation should fully protect base flows, biological triggering flows and
channel maintenance flows. As recreation and wildlife depend on these characteristics, flow should be
protected appropriately for the highest and best uses identified for State Scenic Waterways.

Sincerely,

Jim Steitz

Ashland, OR 97520


mailto:Scenic.Waterways@oregon.gov

From: I

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Subject: Chetco River approval
Date: Monday, August 10, 2015 10:12:57 AM
OPRD staff,

Good morning. My name is Richard Behrens and my wife and | own property located on the Chetco
River, approximately 1 mile downstream from Lobe Park, at-South Bank Chetco River Road.
We are both avid supporters of river health and recreational use and fully support the proposal to
add the proposed section of the Chetco River into the State Scenic Waterways Program.

We can be reached at 707 i for comment.

Thank you,

Richard and Christine Behrens


mailto:Scenic.Waterways@oregon.gov

From: E—

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Chetco River
Date: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:08:48 PM

| support designating the Chetco River as a State Scenic Waterway.

Because of my familiarity and love for this beautiful River, am all in favor of continuing
recreational opportunities and in the opportunity for conservation education and
habitat restoration and protection.

This river deserves this recognition!

Ellen Babin

Brookings OR
97415

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad


mailto:Scenic.Waterways@oregon.gov
https://yho.com/footer0

From: B

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Ce: ]

Subject: Chetco River

Date: Sunday, July 19, 2015 5:44:17 PM

As a thirty five year resident of Brookings Oregon, | support the designation of parts of the
Chetco for Scenic status. In the 90's | was fortunate enough to participate wilderness travels in
numerous places in the Chetco watershed including Canyon kayak treks sponsored by Allen
Wilson of Gold Beach. The scenic qualities of the Chetco need to be protected. The current
law with the propose designation is a minimal method to address that protection.

John Babin

Brookings, OR


mailto:Scenic.Waterways@oregon.gov

From: Erank, Michael

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Designate the Chetco river a Scenic Waterway
Date: Monday, August 10, 2015 7:50:59 AM

The Chetco river is a unique and exquisite geologic treasure. | grew up in Brookings
and enjoyed swimming, hiking and fishing on the river. The unique geology of the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness extends down the Chetco drainage system to its rather unique
entry into the Pacific, running north and south into Pelican Bay. It is well deserving of
the designation of a State Scenic Waterway and certainly deserves protection.

| urge you to designate the Chetco river a Scenic Waterway.
Thank you,

Michael

This e-mail and any attachments thereto may contain confidential information and/or information protected by intellectual property
rights for the exclusive attention of the intended addressees named above. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify the sender by return e-mail and delete this message and its attachments. Unauthorized use, copying or further
full or partial distribution of this e-mail or its contents is prohibited.




From: Peter Stewart

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Designate the Chetco
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 12:02:42 PM

Hello, I am writing to you today to express my deep wishes about developing the
Chetco river as one of the specifically scenic waterways to be protected. There are
only a few rivers in this world as stunningly beautiful and healthy as the Chetco. It
supports many living things and flows over rare geologic stone. This river is the type
that when you emerse yourself in it, there is a deep refreshment that occurs. We
have a responsibility to maintain the clarity and life that this river supplies. Please
move toward protecting the entire length of this amazing waterway. Thank you,
Peter Stewart Portland, OR



_()re n Department of Fish and Wildlife
g O Fish Division
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE

Kate Brown, Governor Sale m, OR 97302
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August 13, 1015

OREGON
OPRD Scenic Waterways Program r
725 Summer St. Ste C %
Salem, OR 97301 Fish & Wildlife

RE: Comments on the Chetco River as a State Scenic Waterway

To whom it may concern:

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments on the draft management plan and scenic flow recommendation for
the potential designation of a portion of the Chetco River as a Scenic Waterway.

The Chetco River provides habitat for anadromous salmonids and resident trout, as
well as many other native species of fish and wildlife. Instream water rights are
currently established on the Chetco River to support the conservation, maintenance,
and enhancement of aquatic and fish life, wildlife, fish and wildlife habitat, and any
other ecological values. ODFW is pleased to see the instream flows proposed as the
base of the scenic flows. In addition to meeting this instream flow regime, ODFW
recommends scenic flows maintain the natural hydrograph of the system, including
allowing the river to reach bank full and flood flows on a natural cycle. These flows
provide conditions conducive to creating or maintaining stream morphology and
habitat. In addition, land management under the designation should include strong
protections for riparian habitats, which provide benefits to numerous species. The
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, in partnership with the Oregon Water
Resources Department, should develop final scenic flows and riparian protection to
protect all ecological needs of the river.

ODFW is hopeful that establishment of Scenic Waterways across Oregon can aide our
mandate to protect and enhance populations of fish, wildlife, and their habitats for
public use and enjoyment. If you have any questions, please contact me at 503-947-
6092.

Sincerely,

Danette Faucera
Water Policy Coordinator



From: Johanna Harman

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Please protect the Chetco because it was our favorite place to hang out in high school, and...
Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 5:39:53 PM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,
Please add the Chetco River to Oregon's State Scenic Waterway network.

In my youth I spent many, many hours 'up the Chetco' at Elephant Rock and further up. I will never
forget the profound serenity and beauty of the river that was imparted to me from this place. For this |
feel very fortunate. The whole is greater than the parts. Wilderness in its unblemished magnificence is a
profound and almost indescribable experience. A masterpiece. Something that evokes such stillness and
awe must be preserved for future generations.

Just today | drove 'up the Chetco' with my parents and we remarked how beautiful it still is and how
lucky we are to have it so close.

Please add the Chetco River to Oregon's State Scenic Waterway network, not just for human
enjoyment, but because it is critically important habitat for salmon and many other wild creatures.
We must maintain both the scenic and ecological integrity of the river corridors for our collective future.

Please also fully protect instream flows. Natural flows are critical to maintaining the wild and free
flowing character of the Chetco, and the state's designation should fully protect base flows, biological
triggering flows and channel maintenance flows. As recreation and wildlife depend on these
characteristics, flow should be protected appropriately for the highest and best uses identified for State
Scenic Waterways.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Johanna Harman

Talent, OR 97540



From: Alyssa Babin

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:04 PM
To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Subject: Some Last Minute Chetco Love

Please find attached a video comment in support of the Chetco State Scenic Waterway.
https://youtu.be/bX8xMCPSzz0

Let me know if you need an alternative format.

Alyssa Babin
Executive Director
Wild and Scenic Rivers

Brookinis, Oreion 97415



https://youtu.be/bX8xMCPSzzo

From: Yvonne Maitland

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Scenic chetco
Date: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:00:25 PM

Dear Scenic Waterways Program Staff,

Thank you for all your efforts on behalf of Oregon Rivers. My husband and |
enthusiastically support the State Scenic Waterways Management plan and the
proposed designation for the Chetco River. The Chetco has the distinction of
producing some of the largest salmon in Oregon. Maintaining the natural conditions
of the river will benefit clean water, fisheries and recreation.

I gathered 120 signatures from residents of Brookings and Harbor in support of the
proposed designation. Carl Page, fisheries biologist and Chetco River Watershed
Council Chair hand delivered the petition to the office of the County
Commissioners. Subject: The Chetco River has been nominated for the State Scenic
Waterways." We ask Curry County Commissioners to support this designation
process. The Chamber of Commerce has marketed the Wild and Scenic Coast as
good for business and the State Scenic Waterways designation would enhance
those economic benefits.

Sincerely,

Yvonne Maitland



ORCA: Oregon Coast Alliance

P.O.Box 857, Astoria OR 97103
(503) 391-0210 http://www.oregoncoastalliance.org

Protecting the Oregon Coast

August 11, 2015

OPRD Scenic Waterways Program
725 Summer St., Ste. C
Salem, OR 97301

Re: Designation of a Portion of Chetco River to Scenic Waterway Status

Submitted via email: scenic.waterways@oregon.gov

Dear Scenic Waterways Program staff,

Oregon Coast Alliance (ORCA) is an Oregon nonprofit corporation whose mission is to
protect and restore coastal natural resources and work with coastal residents to enhance
and maintain livability of coastal communities.

ORCA supports the designation of segments of the Chetco River for State Scenic
Waterway (SSW) designation. The Chetco is an outstanding, unspoiled river for the
majority of its length; it has no dams or other impoundments and is free-flowing from
the headwaters to the estuary. Its beauty, recreational opportunities and salmon runs are
the lifeblood of the City of Brookings, which sits on the river’s estuary.

Designation as an SSW enhances the Chetco’s reputation as a quality outdoor
recreation site. The onus on adjacent landowners is small, consisting mainly of ensuring
that buildings enhance, rather than detract from, the overall scenery; leaving a riparian
buffer in timber management practices, and designing timber harvest to protect scenic
views. Curry County would work with OPRD during the local land use process of any
development proposal, and protection of scenic views is worked out in the management
plan. 67% of the adjacent lands under study are publicly owned, reducing the small
private landowner burden even further.

In other words, to protect the scenic and recreational values that are the mainspring of
the local economy, landowners, Curry County and OPRD work together. This is an
excellent opportunity for key stakeholders to collaborate in protecting the beauty of an
iconic south coast river. ORCA hopes that if the Chetco is designated the partnership
will expand to include such things as community trash pick-up events if needed,



identification of potential conflict areas and/or enforcement needs, working to place
needed signs and/or interpretive signs in heavily used areas and improve access points.

In addition, OPRD may be able to help landowners find funding for riparian
enhancement and other desirable work. Since the SSW program specifically excludes
review of existing development and maintenance activities, as well as ranch and
agricultural use, this program fits in well with the rural uses most common along the
privately owned borderlands of the Chetco.

This designation would also help those at-risk or Threatened/Endangered plant and
animal species found in the study area. There are at least forty species in the study area
that are considered sensitive by state or federal standards. Adding protections via
Scenic Waterways designation would be most valuable, and also encourage people to
study and take note of species’ importance. Species of concern especially includes
salmonids; the Chetco is native habitat for Chinook, coho, steelhead and cutthroat trout,
as well as Pacific lamprey.

The coho of the Chetco is a core population at high extinction risk, according to the
National Marine Fisheries Service; to ensure their survival increasing stream flows,
limiting and changing timber-cutting practices and increasing riparian vegetation are all
critical — all areas in which SSW designation would be of help to increase collaboration
and dialogue about improving riverine and riparian habitats. ORCA especially notes
that sport and commercial fishermen prize the Chetco, for both the fishing and the
wilderness-type experience. Maintaining high quality fishing opportunities, and
engaging the fishing community in protecting salmonid habitat, would be very valuable
outcomes of an SSW designation.

ORCA agrees with the 2014 State Scenic Waterway Report on the Chetco that all three
sections under study for SSW designation meet the criteria for free-flowing waters,
scenery, and natural and recreation values of outstanding quality. As all three segments
have been a Federal Wild and Scenic River since 1988, it is clear that the Chetco
throughout these areas possesses very high quality, and it attracts many visitors year
round. The economy of nearby Brookings also depends on a healthy Chetco River.

In sum, ORCA fully supports designation of these segments of the Chetco River as a
State Scenic Waterway.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

/s/ Cameron La Follette

Cameron La Follette
Executive Director



£ WATERWATCH

PROTECTING NATURAL FLOWS IN OREGON RIVERS

August 13,2015

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Scenic Waterways Program

725 Summer St., Ste C

Salem, OR 97301

Re: Chetco River, proposed Scenic Waterway Designation and flow recommendations
Dear OPRD Scenic Waterway Program,

WaterWatch of Oregon supports the proposed designation of the Chetco River as State Scenic
Waterway.

The citizens of Oregon passed the Scenic Waterway Act into law in 1970 by a two to one
margin. The Act was adopted as a counter balance to existing policies that allowed the building
of dams and diversion of water from beloved streams across the state. See ORS 390.815. With
increasing development pressures on Oregon’s beloved rivers across the state, this is an
important tool to protect Oregon’s most loved rivers into the future. Recognizing this, the
Integrated Water Resources Strategy adopted by the Oregon Water Resources Commission in
2012 recommends designation of new state scenic waterways as one tool to meet instream water
needs into the future.

Once a stream is designated, the Act requires the state to protect streamflows in quantities
necessary to support fish, wildlife and recreation. Our comments today are focused on the
“pilot” scenic waterway flow recommendation, found in Attachment A.

Scenic waterway approach: The Scenic Waterway Act mandates that the highest and best uses
in Scenic Waterways are fish, wildlife and recreation. ORS 390.835(1). To that end, the state is
required to protect flows in quanties necessary to protect these values. 1d. Attachment A notes
that the flow framework discussed with the advisory group combines scenic waterway
management classifications with the median monthly natural streamflow defined by WARS. As
an approach, WaterWatch has concerns with the proposed nexus of streamflow protection and
management classifications. The scenic waterway management plans and classifications are
directly tied to land use on adjacent lands. ORS 390.845(2). These plans are within the purview
of the Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation. Id. at (1). River flow protections, on the
other hand, are not tied to land management practices and/or river classifications, but rather are
guided by the Act’s mandate that the highest and best uses of waters within a scenic waterway
are fish, wildlife and recreation. Moreover, streamflow protection mandated under the Act is
under the purview of the Oregon Water Resources Commission. ORS 390.835, ORS 390.845(1).




To that end, the state should be protecting the maximum flows available under the Act regardless
of the management classification of adjacent lands.

Recommended scenic waterway flows: While we appreciate that the WRD is proposing 100% of
the median natural river flow to be protected by the Act (except for Jan-March on the lower
segment the recommendation is 95-100%), we do not believe this provides the full protection
mandated by the Act. The Act is clear that the state must protect flows in the quantity necessary
for fish, wildlife and recreation. ORS 390.835. The concern with using average median flows to
meet this standard is that average median flows are not likely to capture the elevated biological
triggering flows, channel maintence flows and/or other streamflow functions associated with
high flows needed to support healthy river and fish habitat. The 100% median flow should be
the baseflow to build upon for the scenic waterway flow recommendation, not the ceiling. Thus,
we urge the state to incorporate elevated flow levels necessary to support biological triggering
and channel maintenance, among other things, into the recommended instream flows.

As a related matter, we appreciate that the WRD conditions new water right permits to protect
scenic waterway flows and we support this conditioning, but again, unless the scenic waterway
flows are protecting the full suite of flows necessary to maintain fish, wildlife and recreation uses
then this conditioning does not protect against future development to the extent it should under
the Act

And, as a final point, we strongly agree with the “non numeric” recommendation from the
advisory group that no new additonal water rights should be allocated within or above the
proposed scenic waterway. We urge the Water Resources Commission to approve this
recommendation.

In conclusion, WaterWatch strongly supports the proposed designation of the Chetco River as a
new State Scenic Waterway. However, we urge the state to use the 100% of the median flow as
the baseflow, not the ceiling, upon which to build additional recommendations to address
elevated flows needed for important fish and river functions.

We thank the Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation and the Oregon Water Resources
Department for their recent efforts to move forward in designating additional state scenic
waterways and look forward to the continued attention to this program in years to come.

Sincerely,

Kimberley Priestley
Sr. Policy Analyst



From: Joseph Hatcher

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Chetco
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 8:29:42 PM

I am an avid kayaker that has paddled all over the US. | was fortunate to
paddle the Chetco last year. It is definitely a remote and pristine area.
There was two things that stood out to me the most.

1) The clear water and the marble colored rocks. | have been on other
rivers with clear water but the combination of clear water and the rocks
with color that popped, you could not tell in the deep pools rather the
water was 6" deep or 40' deep.

2) The way the region goes from Cascade range to the Coastal mountain range
as it travels to the Coast is phenomenal. You are in hemlock forest then
transition to moss covered everywhere.

It is a special place and worth preserving.

Joseph

"l was hurting bad, actually, and | just did what | needed to do to pull it
out. I just felt like I was in a closet with like clowns laughing and | was
dizzy. | just had to get it together.” - Randy Rogers

"l was hurting bad, actually, and | just did what | needed to do to pull it out. I just
felt like I was in a closet with like clowns laughing and | was dizzy. | just had to get
it together.” - Randy Rogers



From: Joseph Hatcher

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: "Working Mans Chetco" - trip report
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2015 8:30:22 PM

This is from a trip report that | wrote in 2014.

The Mission

Complete the Chetco River located in Siskiyou National Forest and the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness area in Oregon in a weekend. (Feb 28 - Mar 2)

Accomplices

John Wilburn - Grant Pass

The Difficulties

Beta, Hiking information, river levels, takeouts

Put-in Logistics

There are two ways that previous people have hiked in.

1) Chetco Pass route



2) Babyfoot Lake/Mt Bailey Trail

This is where | probably had the most difficulty finding accurate and reliable
information.

The Chetco Pass route was the shortest and with time being an issue was the most
appealing but I found out that they have a POC gate that they keep closed to help
with Port Orford Cedar Root Disease. If you start at the gate and hike the road and
then drop down it is the same distance as the Babyfoot but it means climbing over a
pass. The advantage is you get to hike the first part on the road which seemed
appealing since we would be hiking the first miles in the dark. Even though more
grueling it would thus eliminate the possibility of getting loss in the dark.

After finding a way to use gps on my iphone. The plans changed to the Babyfoot
lake trail and 1 think for the better. The Babyfoot lake trail also puts you 3 miles up
higher and allows you to paddle what they call the "Magic Canyon™.

Driving

To get to the Babyfoot Lake trail head, you take 199 toward Crescent City and right
outside of Selma you turn onto $8 Mountain Road. Follow this road to the top of the
mountain and then take the left fork. There is a parking lot there with a pit toilet.
Very easy to find and everything is well marked.

NOTES

We were not sure if 4x4 would be needed or a vehicle with ground clearance, etc.
but this is a gravel road, you could take a Mercedes up. | also was warned that it
would be completely snowed in



Distance - 9 miles

We arrived at the trail head on Friday after work and began hiking at 7pm. We
hiked till 11:30 pm and crashed. The temperature was cool and perfect for hiking.
That night it started to drizzle/rain. We just pulled out the tarps and rolled up in
them like tacos till morning. By morning the rain had stopped, we ate breakfast and
started hiking around 8am. We reached the put-in at about noon on Saturday.

Hiking with a kayak is difficult. A kayak alone ways 50 Ibs then put about 25 Ibs
gear in it and you are at 75 Ibs, not only that but it is large and awkward. These
miles are also on trails with loose rocks, limbs and downed trees.

The put-in looked low and scrappy. It soon picked up volume. The upper section is
tight and technical.



We were able to boat scout and run everything thus moving quicker than I thought
we would. We put on about 1pm and paddled till dark and was only about 2 miles
from Tolman Ranch having covered about 20 miles.

It rained all night and our shuttle was not going to pick us up till 5pm so it would be
lots of waiting around in the rain so we decided to get an early start and push on

thus getting the lower Chetco which has Candy Cane rapid and Cone Head, two solid
class Vs.

Cone head rapid

We were able to get a text out at the second bridge to our driver with the change of
plans to meet us at the start park. We arrived there at 3pm and was back to Grants
Pass after picking up our put-in vehicle by 7pm.



We had a consistent 1800 on the Chetco gauge near Brookings. This is adequate
water but if | were to do it again. | think idea would be 3000 and dropping on the
Gauge thus cleaning up a lot of mank in the early sections.

Take-out

Our initial plans were to take out at the first bridge crossing the Chetco. Some
reports said bring a rope to get your gear up. Don't be fooled there is an easy trail
after the bridge on river right. We ended up taking out at Alfred Leob state park.
Ideal takeout would be the South Fork Chetco confluence on River Left. Thus
getting the two Class Vs and cutting out the flat water.

Conclusion

It was neat to see and feel how this river starts out as a mountain stream and then
gains volume and turn into a river. The vegetation also drastically changes from dry
and airy to moss covered and coastal. The rapids are well spaced and | never lost
boredom with flat water until below the Sourth Fork junction. The lower rapids had
lots of big rocks and different lines and were quite fun.

After 9 miles hiking with a kayak and 40 river miles, | could not wait for a hot
shower with a cold beer!
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From: Steve Prince

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Support for Chetco Scenic Waterway and flow protection
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 7:30:07 AM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

I am writing today to support adding the Chetco River to Oregon's State Scenic Waterway network.
Sincerely,

Steve Prince

Eugene, OR 97405



From: Conway Cruickshank

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Support for Chetco Scenic Waterway and flow protection
Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 4:20:49 PM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

I am in support of the scenic waterway plan so long as it protects the river corridor from logging, and
dams. As the population grows her in Brookings there will be more talk of water issues. The dam
builders will come out ot the woodwork agsin. If the designation would keep the Chetco pristine and
natural with no dams | would be in favor of the Scenic Waterway Designation.

Sincerely,
C.L. Cruickshank

Conwai Cruickshank

Brookings, OR 97415



From: Kimberley Priestley

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Cc: GOLDFARB Gabriela * GOV; BYLER Thomas M; HAVEL Chris * OPRD; Busey Jen * OPRD
Subject: Joint Letter of Support for Designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as State Scenic Waterways
Date: Thursday, August 13, 2015 6:34:00 AM

Attachments: scenic waterway final aug 13 pdf.pdf

Dear Scenic Waterways Program,

On behalf of twenty six conservation groups, | am submitting the attached joint letter of
support for the proposed designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as state scenic
waterways. Please include this letter in your documentation of comments for both the Chetco
and Molalla River comment periods (Aug. 13th and Aug 19th, respectively).

We applaud the state for its work to designate new state scenic waterways, and to protect
instream flows in the quantities necessary to support fish, wildlife and recreation in these
beloved rivers.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Best, Kimberley

Kimberley Priestley
WaterWatch of Oregon
213 SW Asn, Suite 208
Portland, OR 97204
ph: 503-295-4039, x 3
www.waterwatch.org



American Rivers---American Whitewater---Cascadia Wildlands---Center for Biological Diversity
Columbia Riverkeeper---Hells Canyon Preservation Council---KS Wild---Native Fish Society
Northwest Rafting Company---Oregon Coast Alliance---Oregon Council Trout Unlimited
Oregon Environmental Council---Oregon League of Conservation Voters
League of Women Voters of Oregon---Oregon Natural Desert Association---Oregon Wild
Pacific Rivers Council---Rogue Riverkeeper---Smith River Alliance
Soda Mountain Wilderness Society---The Freshwater Trust---Tualatin Riverkeepers
WaterWatch of Oregon---Western Environmental Law Center---Willamette Riverkeeper
Wild and Scenic Rivers---Wild Rivers Water Rights

August 13, 2015

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Scenic Waterways Program

725 Summer St., Ste C

Salem, OR 97301

Re: Support of proposed designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as State Scenic Waterways
Dear Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Scenic Waterway Program:

We are writing to express our support of the proposed designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as
new state scenic waterways. The outstanding recreational, scenic and fish and wildlife habitat values
provided by these rivers are very important to Oregonians and deserve protection.

The State Scenic Waterway Act, voted into law by Oregon citizens in 1970 by a two to one margin,
exists to protect Oregon’s most beloved wild and scenic rivers. This visionary Act directs that the
highest and best uses of waters in state scenic waterways are fish, wildlife and recreation.

Both the Chetco and Molalla rivers are excellent candidates for designation under the state Scenic
Waterway Act. The crystal clear waters of the Chetco River on Oregon’s southern coast support a
myriad of recreational opportunities, are the home to important populations of steelhead trout and
salmon and provide exceptionally clean drinking water to downstream communities. People flock from
all over the nation to recreate on this unique river. Similary, the Molalla River in the foothills of the
northern Oregon Cascades supports native winter steelhead and salmon runs, is resplendent with unique
geological wonders and delivers a wide range of recreational activities including kayacking, rafting,
swimming, camping and hiking.

To date, twenty of Oregon’s most treasured rivers have been designated as state scenic waterways. The
Act calls on the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (OPRD) to undertake continuing study and
submit periodic reports to the Governor, in concurrance with the Oregon Water Resources Commission
(OWRC), recommening desigations of additional rivers or segments of rivers. However, no new rivers
have been studied or recommended for designation since 1988. In 2009 the Oregon Legislature passed
HB 3369, which, among other things called on the state to develop an Integrated Water Resources
Strategy to meet current and future water needs, including instream needs. After extensive public
involvement, the OWRC adopted the Strategy in 2012, which, among other things recommends the
designation of additional state scenic waterways. In 2013, Governor Kitzhaber directed OPRD to study



a minimum of three new rivers each biennium for recommendation to the Governor for future inclusion
in the State Scenic Waterway Program.

We applaud OPRD for its recent work to study and recommend designation of the proposed reaches of
Molalla and Chetco Rivers as new state scenic waterways and offer our full support of their
designations.

In addition to our full support for state scenic waterway designation for both these rivers, we also urge
the state to adopt the full suite of insteam flows---including baseflows, biological triggering flows and
channel maintence flows---necessary to maintain the free flowing character of these rivers in the
quantities necessary for recreation, fish and wildlife. Designating flows that protect these critical
streamflow functions is necessary to provide the full protection required by the Scenic Waterway Act.
Protecting these flows will not injure existing senior or downstream water right holders, but will ensure
that river flows in the newly designated state scenic waterways are safeguarded against future
development for generations to come.

The Chetco and Molalla Rivers provide incredible recreational, habitat and economic value to our state.
On behalf of our tens of thousands of members throughout Oregon we support the designation of the
proposed sections of the Chetco and Mollala Rivers as State Scenic Waterways, urge adoption of strong
instream flow protections and look forward to the continued state attention to Oregon’s most special
rivers via the State Scenic Waterway program in the coming years.

Sincerely,

David Moryc, Senior Director River Protection Program
American Rivers

Thomas O’Keefe, PNW Stewardship Director
Megan Hooker, Associate Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

Josh Laughlin, Interim Executive Director
Cascadia Wildlands

Noah Greenwald, M.S., Endangered Species Director
Center for Biological Diversity

Brett VandenHeuvel, Executive Director
Columbia Riverkeeper

Darilyn Parry Brown, Executive Director
Hells Canyon Preservation Council

Joseph Vaile, Executive Director
KS Wild

Mark Sherwood, Southern District Manager
Sunny Bourdon, Chetco River Steward
Native Fish Society



Zachary Collier, Owner/Outfitter
Northwest Rafting Company

Cameron LaFollette, Executive Director
Oregon Coast Alliance

Tom Wolf, Executive Director
Oregon Council Trout Unlmited

Teresa Huntsinger, Water Program Director
Oregon Environmental Council

Christy Splitt, OLCV External Affairs Director
Oregon League of Conservation Voters

Norman Turrill, President
Oregon League of Women Voters of Oregon

Dan Morse, Executive Director
Oregon Natural Desert Association

Steve Pedery, Conservation Director
Oregon Wild

John Kober, Executive Director
Pacific Rivers Council

Forrest English, Program Director
Rogue Riverkeeper

Grant Werschkull, Executive Director
Smith River Alliance

Dave Willis, Chair
Soda Mountain Wilderness Society

Rob Kirshner, Staff Attorney
The Freshwater Trust

Brian Wegener, Riverkeeper Advocacy and Communication Manager
Tualatin Riverkeepers

Kimberley Priestley, Senior Policy Analyst
WaterWatch of Oregon

Susan Jane Brown, Staff Attorney
Western Environmental Law Center

Travis Williams, Executive Director
Willamette Riverkeeper



Alyssa Babin, Executive Director
Wild and Scenic Rivers

Gordon Lyford, Agricultural Engineer
Wild Rivers Water Rights

Cec:

Governor Kate Brown

Gabriella Goldfarb, Governor’s Office Natural Resources Policy Advisor
Lisa Sumption, Director, Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation
Tom Byler, Director, Oregon Water Resources Department

Oregon Water Resources Commission

Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission



August 13, 2015

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
Scenic Waterways Program

725 Summer St., Suite C

Salem, OR 97301

RE: Support for Designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as State Scenic Waterways
Dear Parks and Recreation Department,

The Nature Conservancy is pleased to support designation of the Chetco and Molalla Rivers as new State
Scenic Waterways. Both of these rivers provide the outstanding scenic, natural and recreational values
intended for recognition under the State Scenic Waterways Act.

The Molalla River is the longest free-flowing tributary of the Willamette River. It supports important
populations of native fish and wildlife, including federally-threatened winter steelhead and spring
Chinook. Both of these species are in significant decline in the Willamette Basin, and the unique run
timing of these species in the Molalla River contributes to genetic diversity and species viability. The
river also provides habitat for a number of federal species of concern, including the Oregon slender
salamander. In addition, the river provides drinking water for the cities of Molalla and Canby, and
numerous recreational opportunities including recreational fishing and boating.

The Chetco River, free-flowing from its headwaters in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness to its mouth at the
Pacific Ocean, is a well-known gem on the Oregon Coast. At least 40 at-risk plant and animal species are
in the area, including populations of federally-threatened coho, as well as important populations of winter
steelhead and fall chinook salmon. The lower end of the river includes a rare Oregon example of the coast
redwood association (coast redwood-tanoak/Pacific rhododendron forest), and the most northerly
naturally occurring redwood stand in the world. The river provides exceptionally clean drinking water to
the residents of Brookings-Harbor, and tremendous diversity of recreational uses throughout the year.

We applaud Oregon Parks and Recreation’s work studying and evaluating the Molalla and Chetco Rivers
and the quality of the reports produced by the Assessment Team. The information clearly supports
designation of these two rivers as State Scenic Waterways.

Sincerely,

Catherine Macdonald
Director of Conservation Programs



From: Daniel Davis

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Feedback on draft management plan for Molalla and Chetco river
Date: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:46:19 PM

I wanted to write a short note as feedback to the proposed management plan for
the Molalla and Chetco rivers.

First the Molalla: This is a beautiful waterway that is close to Portland, with many
great camping opportunities in addition to the whitewater. My biggest concern with
this waterway is really related to what has happened to the Clackamas corridor over
the past few years; given its proximity to Portland, it can become overrun with
summer weekenders with little regard for the pristine state of the watershed. This is
currently a must lesser-known alternative to the Clackamas, but I do not expect that
it will stay that way. Enforcement of existing regulations must not be lax, and
management should consider requirements of parking passes and other overnight
permits to discourage mis-use.

And then the Chetco: This wilderness is not at risk of being overrun as it is very
difficult even for the most dedicated kayakers to access. And | think it should stay
difficult to access, as this is one of the last pure and wild watersheds in the area.

Thanks again for your consideration and for the opportunity to comment!
Daniel Davis



From: Tom Berridge

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Please Designate the Molalla & Chetco River Segments as State Scenic Waterways
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 9:28:02 AM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

As a kayaker, rafter, and general river enthusiast, | want to urge you to add the Molalla and Chetco
river segments to Oregon's network of Scenic Waterways. | have kayaked the Molalla River, which is a
very special place that should be preserved in its natural state. | have not had the opportunity to visit
the Chetco River, but when | am able to do so, | hope to find it in its natural condition, whether I get
there this year or in 10 years.

Both of these watersheds are valuable assets to local communities and deserve to be protected
foremost for their outstanding aesthetic, recreational, and ecological benefits.

Moreover, | am writing to ask that the state adopt instream flow protections necessary to maintain the
free-flowing character of these river segments in the full quantities necessary for recreation, fish, and
wildlife — including baseflows, biological triggering flows, and channel maintenance flows. One of the
most important benefits for fish populations in the Chetco and Molalla State Scenic Waterways proposals
are instream water allocations for scenic flows.

| greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of the designation of the Molalla and Chetco
rivers as state scenic waterways and the setting of the maximum instream flows necessary to protect
these Oregon gems.

Regards,

Tom Berridge

Tom Berridge

Lake Oswego, OR 97035



From: Jeff Cruze

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Molalla & Chetco Rivers
Date: Monday, August 10, 2015 2:30:29 PM

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

I'm writing to lend my support for the Molalla and Chetco river segments as
additions to Oregon's network of Scenic Waterways. Both of these watersheds are
valuable assets to local communities and deserve to be protected foremost for their
outstanding aesthetic, recreational, and ecological benefits.

Moreover, | am writing to ask that the state adopt instream flow protections
necessary to maintain the free-flowing character of these river segments in the full
qguantities necessary for recreation, fish, and wildlife — including baseflows, biological
triggering flows, and channel maintenance flows. One of the most important benefits
for fish populations in the Chetco and Molalla State Scenic Waterways proposals are
instream water allocations for scenic flows.

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of the designation of the
Molalla and Chetco rivers as state scenic waterways and the setting of the maximum
instream flows necessary to protect these Oregon gems. | fish both of these streams
and appreciate the wild, scenic treasures they are.

Regards,

Jeff Cruze



From: Tommy Swearingen

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Mollala/Chetco Proposal
Date: Saturday, August 01, 2015 8:09:56 AM

I want to register my support for State Scenic Waterway designation for
these two rivers. They are excellent whitewater runs and deserving of any
degree of state recognition and protection. Many paddlers consider the Mollala
one of the premier runs in the state.

Tommi Swearingen, PhD



From: Kevin Hill

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Cc: Hill, Allison

Subject: Molalla & Chetco - State Scenic Waterways
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015 6:40:49 PM
Hello,

| am writing to express my strongest support for designating the Molalla and Chetco rivers
as State Scenic Waterways. My wife and | moved to Oregon from Wisconsin about one year
ago, and the main thing that brought us here was whitewater kayaking and the many
beautiful rivers in this state. We live in Silverton, and we love the Molalla and many other
surrounding rivers. While | have yet to paddle on the Chetco, | know it by reputation, and
have seen the amazing pictures. It is on my short list!

Please do everything you can to see that these state treasures remain in as pristine, free-
flowing, and available a state as possible for all of us to enjoy for generations to come.

Sincerely,
Kevin Hill

Silverton, OR 97381



From: I o behalf of Susan Elliott

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD

Subject: Comment on the State Scenic Waterways Designation - Molalla and Chetco
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015 11:13:33 AM

ORPD,

It brings me great joy that the Molalla and Chetco rivers are being considered for
designation in the State Scenic Waterways Designation program. These two rivers
are pure gems in the paddlesports communities and absolutely deserve to be
preserved for this value. | believe it is incredibly important to designate waterways
as special, beautiful, and necessary in their natural form if our society is to continue
to develop and grow. If we do not set aside waterways, we will never learn to
value them. Even more so, our children will never know how valuable they are in
their natural state.

These two rivers are highly prized by the recreation community in the Northwest.
They both are prized for their water quality, their remote nature, and their inviting
rapids.

Thank you for protecting these rivers.

Cheers,
Susan Elliott

Susan Hollingsworth Elliott
Graduate Student, Water Resource Engineering Program

Oreion State Universiti



From: Pierre Caritey

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Chetco and Molalla
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 10:03:46 PM

I am very happy that you are thinking of placing the Molalla and the Chetco in the Oregon scenic
waterways category. | live by the Chetco River and have paddled or hiked a good part of it. | really
hope it will stay pristine .

You have my complete support

Pierre Caritey

Sent from my iPad



From: Nathan Pulliam

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Molalla and Chetco Rivers- Scenic Waterways Program
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 3:02:24 PM

Dear ORPD Scenic Waterways Program,

I am emailing you today to let you know that | am in full support of the plans to
designate the Molalla and Chetco rivers as State Scenic Waterways. Both of these
rivers are very important to myself and many others. It is great to know that these
rivers will be conserved for many generations to come and that those generations of
people will have the same opportunity to recreationally paddle these rivers.

Thanks for your time and work regarding these two rivers!

Sincerely,

Nate Pulliam

Kayak and Canoe instructor at Alder Creek Kayak and Canoe in Portland Oregon



From: Jacob cruser

To: Waterways Scenic * OPRD
Subject: Chetco and Molalla
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 12:27:40 PM

Both the Molalla and Chetco rivers are gems of Oregon. The Molalla is special because it captures
Oregon's beauty in a location easily accessible to the public. The Chetco is special because it is a
premium wilderness that captures the essence of Oregon. In a country where many of the wild places
have been tamed, the Chetco stands wild and rugged.

Two incredible drainages, each appealing to a different sect of Oregon's population.

-jacob



Re: Support for Chetco Scenic Waterway and flow protection

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

| am writing today to support adding the Chetco River to Oregon's State Scenic Waterway network. The
exceptionally clear waters of the Chetco River provide exceptional recreation opportunities, produce
some of the largest salmon in Oregon, and provide drinking water to coastal communities.

| support the recommendations stakeholder groups have made with regard to the Chetco River segment
classifications and the resulting “potential land management rules.” These rules strike a balance
between maintaining the scenic and ecological integrity of the river corridors and the rights of adjacent
private property owners. Maintaining the natural condition of the river corridor will benefit clean water
and fisheries for generations to come.

In addition to my support for designating the Chetco a State Scenic Waterway, | urge the state to fully
protect instream flows. Natural flows are critical to maintaining the wild and free flowing character of
the Chetco, and the state's designation should fully protect base flows, biological triggering flows and

channel maintenance flows. As recreation and wildlife depend on these characteristics, flow should be
protected appropriately for the highest and best uses identified for State Scenic Waterways.

Sincerely,
Audrey Elicerio Fairbanks AK United States
Dogan Ozkan Fairbanks AK United States
R Dean James Conway AR United States
Terry Tedesco-Kerrick Phoenix AR United States
Barrett Edgar Wedderburn AZ United States
HBruce Raymond Tucson AZ United States
Al Manfred Chandler AZ United States
Christine Covelli Sun City AZ United States
Dianne Douglas Phoenix AZ United States
Janet Chase Sedona AZ United States
Linda Bescript Tucson AZ United States
Wendy Russell Patagonia AZ United States
Amber Coverdale Sumrall Soquel CA United States
Amber Tidwell Los Angeles CA United States
AniMae Chi Ojai CA United States
Anne Veraldi San Francisco CA United States
Anthony Montapert Ventura CA United States
Antonia & Andrew Chianis Blue Jay CA United States
Arlene Zimmer Rancho Palos Verdes CA United States
Beverly Greene Poway CA United States
Candy Bowman Sacramento CA United States
Candy LeBlanc Placerville CA United States
Chris Yarnes Winters CA United States
Christie Childs Arcata CA United States
Christopher Lish Olema CA United States
Claire Perricelli Eureka CA United States
Denise Lenardson Sunland CA United States



Eric Zakin

Erin Lindquist
Foster Boone
Frank Ackerman

G Collins

George Sutherland
J Angell

Jason Bowman
Jennifer Hayes
John Pasqua

John Varga

Judy Nelson

Karl Koessel

Kat Gelles
Kathleen McCabe
Linda Petrulias
Lissa Englert
Marty Bostic

Mary Thomas
Matthew Carlstroem
Maureen Roche
Melissa Schweisguth
Natalie Alexander
Philip Simon
Probyn Gregory
Renee Klein

Rob Seltzer
Robert Soto
Sharon Nicodemus
Sondra Boes
Stephanie Tidwell
Susan Knerr
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Twyla Meyer
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San Francisco
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Los Angeles
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Irvine

San Rafael
Los Angeles
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Sacramento
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Castro Valley
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San Jose
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Pomona
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John Sanguinetti
Kathy Govreau
Kenneth Burger

kx bx
Mark Takaro

Michael McKay
Michael Tompkins

Patricia Black
Renee Locks
Robert Fekete
Robert Ortiz

Ron S.

Donna Thompson
Ronald Thompson

Stacey Rohrbaugh

Stephen Sharnoff
Thomas Mahan
Vicki Gold

Edward G. Mrkvicka
Jamie Harris

Jeff Boden
Jonette Bronson
Courtney Meier
Deborah Dahlgren
Joann Koch
Christina Crosby
Doug Landau
James Brunton
Laurel Covington
Mervi Rantala
Roxanne Ganley
Virginia Mendez
Colonel Meyer
Esther Garvett
Gudrun Dennis

Janet Robinson
Joyce Schwartz
Karen Quaritius
Lasha Wells
Panagioti Tsolkas

Paula Morgan
Susan Dorchin
Wandalea Walker

Nancy Johnson
Dameon Hansen
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Letitia Noel
Sarah Baker

A. Frank

Carol Jurczewski
Cindy Moczarney
David Olson

Dori Cole
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Jeff Hopkins
Katie Oldknow
Rhonda Lawford
Peter Scott

Russ Cross

Debra Gakeler
Kathe Garbrick
Terry Huey

Ann Eastman
Bonnie Faith-Smith
Brian Gingras
Kate Kenner
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Patricia Randazzo
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Doug Krause
Janice Banks
Dominic Libby

Julia Ryan

Kellie Smith
Norman Pugliese
Dennis Morley

Marie DAnna
Valeriya Efimova
B. Thomas Diener
Paulinha Russell
Debbie Thomas
Zeb Nole

Derek Gendvil
Barbara Vieira
Betty J. Van Wicklen
Chris Washington
David Randall

Ed Vieira

Erma Lewis

Janet Forman

Ken Ward

Latonya Walker
Mary Benesovsky
Mercedes Armillas
Michael Chapman
Nina Clausen
Vicky Moraiti

Ana Cruz

Barry Spielvogel
Christopher Panayi
Dalila OUAI
Elizabeth Guthrie

Emma Spurgin Hussey

Fay Forman
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Michael Seckendorf
Michele Johnson
Michelle Hayward
Pamylle Greinke
Susan Messerschmitt
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Wendi Cohen
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Mitzi Frank
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Katrina & William Dresbach

Marlene Barrett
Nicole Maschke

Patricia Stock
Valerie Hildebrand
Deborah Smith
Lydia Garvey
Alden moffatt
Alex Budd

Alma Alvarez
Amy Danielson
Angela Fazzari
Angelina McClean
Anna Bellegia
Barbara Comnes
Brianne Foster
Bruce Moffatt
Carol Ampel
Catherine Stearns
Cheryl Lewis
Christie Nelson
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Christine Perala Gardiner

Christopher Pond
Cindy Harper

D. Singer
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Dean Baxter
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Melody Jones
Michael Gross
Millie Anderson
Morgan Fitzstephens
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RE: Please Designate the Molalla & Chetco River Segments as State Scenic Waterways
Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

I'm writing to lend my support for the Molalla and Chetco river segments as additions to Oregon's
network of Scenic Waterways. Both of these watersheds are valuable assets to local communities and
deserve to be protected foremost for their outstanding aesthetic, recreational, and ecological benefits.

Moreover, | am writing to ask that the state adopt instream flow protections necessary to maintain the
free-flowing character of these river segments in the full quantities necessary for recreation, fish, and
wildlife —including baseflows, biological triggering flows, and channel maintenance flows. One of the
most important benefits for fish populations in the Chetco and Molalla State Scenic Waterways
proposals are instream water allocations for scenic flows.

| greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of the designation of the Molalla and Chetco
rivers as state scenic waterways and the setting of the maximum instream flows necessary to protect
these Oregon gems. The Molalla and Chetco are truly among Oregon’s finest watersheds and their
inclusion into Oregon’s network of Scenic Waterways would be a fitting way to reinvigorate a valuable
state program.

Regards,
Randall Hughes Alameda, CA
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George Wuerthner Bend, OR
Jim Myron Canby, OR

Fred Pendergast
Nancy Nichols

Kathy Giesen Eugene, OR

Jen Matthews Eugene, OR

Glen and Rhoda Love Eugene, OR

Bob Bumstead Eugene, OR

Kay and Daniel Robinhold Eugene, OR

John Brinkley Eugene, OR

Ken MacDonald Gresham, OR
Thomas Blacklidge Lake Oswego, OR
Jeff Evershed Lake Oswego, OR
Dale Madden Maupin, OR

John Forsyth Medford, OR
Tom Derry Molalla, OR
Larry and Jo Ellen Turigliatto Napa, CA

Tracy Buckner Oregon City

Cupertino, CA
Deadwood, OR



Steve & Randi Kobak
Matt Deniston

Laurie Todd
Genevieve Long

Edith Gillis

Kris N

Stan Chesshir

John Warren

Jacob Reiss

Robert Bernstein
Courtney Wilson

Nick Rowell

Amy Simpson

Sarah Deumling

Borst Engineering & Construction Borst
Russ & Delana Beaton
Lee & Marilyn Rengert
Corinne Sherton
Ayani Mikasi

Mr. Peter Ware

Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Portland, OR
Rickreall, OR

Rogue River, OR

Salem, OR
Salem, OR
Salem, OR
Talent, OR
Talent, OR

Ken Anderson
Barrett Edgar

Vancouver, WA
Wedderburn, OR

Phillip Mamula West Linn, OR
Richard Hafele Wilsonville, OR
Jim Ruff Wilsonville, OR



RE: | Support Designating the Molalla & Chetco Rivers as State Scenic Waterways

Dear Oregon Department of Parks and Recreation,

I'd like to offer my support for the Molalla and Chetco rivers as additions to Oregon’s network of Scenic
Waterways. Both of these wild, free flowing watersheds are valuable assets to local communities and
deserve to be valued foremost for their outstanding aesthetic, recreational, and ecological benefits.

| appreciate that both the Molalla and Chetco draft State Scenic Waterway management plans have
been developed with input from local stakeholders including River Stewards and staff from Native Fish
Society, who provided suggestions based on their on-the-ground knowledge of these rivers and their
natural values.

| support the recommendations these stakeholder groups have made with regard to both the Molalla
and Chetco river segment classifications and the resulting “potential land management rules.” These
rules strike a balance between maintaining the scenic and ecological integrity of the river corridors and
the rights of adjacent private property owners. Maintaining the natural condition of the river corridor
will also benefit the wild, native fish by protecting water quality and maintaining free flowing
characteristics.

| support the “potential management recommendations” found in both the Molalla and Chetco draft
management plans. Both communities indicate the need for additional support and partnership with the
OPRD to assist with local cleanups, maintenance and improvements to access and bathroom facilities,
additional interpretive signage and partnerships to attract future habitat restoration investments.

One of the most important benefits for wild, native fish in the Chetco and Molalla State Scenic
Waterways proposals are instream water allocations for scenic flows. Fish benefit from safeguards to
the natural hydrological fluctuations of a wild river; which moves sediment, redistributes and collects
large woody debris and reclaims side channel habitats critical for rearing salmonids. For these reasons |
support allocating 100% of the available flows as part of the scenic flow allocations for both the Molalla
and Chetco.

| greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment in support of the OPRD’s draft State Scenic Waterway
management plans. The Molalla and Chetco are truly among Oregon’s finest watersheds and their
inclusion into Oregon’s network of Scenic Waterways would be a fitting way to reinvigorate a valuable
state program.

Regards,
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