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Planning for Beaver Creek State Natural Area

& Ona Beach State Park
March 2012 Newsletter
Meetings In Newport Are Rescheduled After Cancellation Due To Weather
Due to winter weather conditions and related problems, three meetings scheduled in Newport for March 13 and 14 for the Planning Stakeholder Committee, neighborhood group and general public had to be canceled only hours before the first meeting. In an effort to get the word out, OPRD staff contacted local radio stations and the local on-line news source, had cancellation notices posted at the meeting venues, and tried to reach a number of participants by phone or email that staff thought would be coming from out of town. A number of participants called OPRD asking if the meetings would be held on schedule. Unfortunately, the message did not reach everyone in time, and at least a few traveled long distances through difficult road conditions to learn about the cancelations upon arrival. To those of you who were inconvenienced, we offer our sincere apologies.
Our meeting scheduled for March 15 in Wilsonville was held as planned. The meetings canceled in Newport have been rescheduled as follows:
Meeting:
When:
Where:
Park Neighbors:
Apr. 24, 6:00-8:00 PM
Newport Public Library, 35 N.W. Nye Street, Newport
Stakeholder Committee:
Apr. 25, 2:00-4:00 PM
(same location as above)
General Public:
Apr. 25, 6:00-8:00 PM
(same location as above)
What Are These Meetings For?
In the park planning process, OPRD holds meetings followed by written comment opportunities to ask for public input on park-related issues, goals, use and development concepts and management strategies. Three types of meetings will be held in each public involvement phase: 1) Meetings for the general public; 2) Meetings for owners of properties adjacent or close to one or both parks; and 3) Meetings for the planning stakeholder committee.

The primary purpose of these first meetings is to ask for input on any issues or other information that should be considered in formulating a draft plan for the parks. At each meeting, staff will begin by providing an overview of the planning process and schedule and summarizing current information on park resource conditions and opportunity areas based on resource assessments. Park resource conditions will be summarized geographically, illustrating which areas of the parks are best suited for resource management and recreational development. Anyone may attend any of these meetings, however, only comments from the committee will be taken at the committee meeting, and only comments from the neighbors will be taken at the neighborhood meeting. The general public meetings provide opportunities for anyone to comment.

As most of you probably know, Ona Beach State Park is a long-established oceanfront park located along Highway 101 south of Newport. Beaver Creek SNA, located a short distance inland from Ona Beach, was recently opened with initial improvements as Park-of-the-Year for 2010. We have recently acquired additional lands, adding to the total park acreage being studied and planned for. Most of the land recently added is adjacent to ONA Beach. A long term plan is needed to guide future resource management and recreational uses in both parks. In the planning process OPRD will be taking a comprehensive look at natural and cultural resource conditions and management needs, outdoor recreation trends in the region, areas within the parks that are suitable for recreational uses, measures needed to avoid significant impacts on local public services and neighboring land uses, and related ideas and concerns identified through public input. 
What Will Happen After The Meetings?
Staff will discuss the information gathered at the meetings and in follow-up written comments with the OPRD planning team, and begin formulating park goals and strategies and sketching out basic design concepts for park access corridors, recreation use and facility areas, and resource management areas. This information will be presented for discussion in the next round of stakeholder, neighborhood and public meetings to be held a few months later.
Where Can I See a Map of the Park Properties?
A map showing the extent of OPRD’s current ownership of properties that will be part of the planning process is available for review at the web site address below.

Where Can I Review The Draft Plan?
OPRD’s planning web site. As materials produced during the planning process become available, including the draft plan, any addendums to the draft, the final plan, newsletters, etc., they may be reviewed at the planning website at http://egov.oregon.gov/OPRD/PLANS/planning_Beavercreek-Ona.shtml
OPRD offices. When available, the plan can also be viewed at the OPRD headquarters office in Salem (see address below), and at the South Beach State Park office near Newport, at 5580 South Coast Highway.
Questions or Comments?
Please direct questions or comments to:

Ron Campbell, Park Master Planner

(503) 986-0743

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
725 Summer Street, Suite C


ron.campbell@state.or.us 
Salem, Oregon 97301-1271
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