
Geology (ASBOG), assist-
ing with exam administra-
tion, deliberating on com-
plaint case reviews, as-
sessing administrative 
rules, and addressing chal-
lenges arising from practic-
es overlap areas between 
certified engineering geol-
ogists and professional en-
gineers.   
 
Each Board member brings 
a particular expertise to the 
Board.  Through collabora-
tion, we continually learn 
from each other and the 
professionals we serve.  As 
a Board member, you have 
direct impact on your cho-
sen profession.  My time 
on the Board has provided 
me with greater respect of 
the diversity in our chosen 
profession, admiration of 
the professional geologists 
the Board represents and 
the challenges they face 
each day, and the im-
portance of providing the 
best professional work to 
protect public health and 
safety.  Serving the Board 
gives lifelong experiences.  
I look forward to serving 
OSBGE in new ways after 
my second term ends.  I 
encourage other registrants 
to also consider service 
with the Board. 

Editors Note:  Member Rod-
ney Weick, CEG was asked to 
talk about his experiences as 
a Board member to share 
lessons learned.   
 
This December, I end my 
second term and sixth year 
as a member of OSBGE.  I 
have actually volunteered 
my services to OSBGE 
since 1998 when I was first 
asked to serve as a tech-
nical reviewer in a com-
plaint case review.  Why 
have I volunteered with 
OSBGE for 14 years and 
why might you want to 
also consider service? 
 
My career of 38 years in 
geology includes both pri-
vate and public sector em-
ployment.  My career, like 
many others, has evolved 
through practice in many 
facets of the profession, 
including engineering geol-
ogy, hydrogeology, envi-
ronmental sciences and 
water quality.  The one 
factor that has stayed con-
stant is volunteering my 
services to my chosen pro-
fession.    
 
Volunteering my time trac-
es directly back to 1974 
with Leighton and Associ-
ates, Inc. (L&A) in south-
ern California where I 

stared my career as a pro-
fessional geologist.  Larry 
Cann, my mentor at L&A, 
instilled in me the im-
portance of actively partici-
pating in the profession by 

volunteering with profes-
sional organizations or 
serving on the professional 
registration board should I 
have the opportunity.  
  
My experiences serving 
with OSBGE have been at 
times challenging but also 
very rewarding.  Serving as 
a technical reviewer often 
requires analysis of facts to 
evaluate conflicting view-
points and consideration of 
whether a fellow registrant 
met minimum standards for 
the public practice of geol-
ogy.  While serving as a 
Board member, I was ex-
posed to the many different 
facets of the profession 
through participating in  
licensing exam develop-
ment with the National As-
sociation of State Board of 
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The mission of 

the Board of 

Geologist 

Examiners is to 

help assure the 

safety, health, 

and welfare of 

Oregonians with 

regard to the 

public practice of 

geology.  

Board Continues to Clean Up Its Rules 

   The Oregon Department 
of Geology and Mineral 
Industries (DOGAMI) re-
cently released Special Pa-
per SP-45, Protocol for 
Shallow-Landslide Suscep-
tibility Mapping. This fol-
lows SP-42, 2008, Protocol 
for Inventory Mapping of 
Landslide Deposits from 
LIDAR Imagery. Land-
slides are one of the most 
significant natural hazards 
in Oregon, causing millions 
of dollars in damage annu-
ally. Identifying areas sus-
ceptible to landslides is a 
critical step in reducing 
risk. SP-45 describes a 
standardized procedure for 
developing shallow-
landslide susceptibility 
maps.  

   The term landslide in-

cludes a wide range of 
gravity-driven downslope 
movements of material of 
different speeds, sizes, fre-
quencies and triggering 
conditions, and very differ-
ent resulting hazards. Shal-
low landslides involve 
movement of a relatively 
thin layer of slope material 
and have a shallow failure 
plane. In order to classify 
landslides as shallow, one 
needs to estimate the failure 
plane depth and define a 
depth threshold to separate 
shallow and deep land-
slides. SP-42 details a 
method for estimating 
depth of failure using scarp 
height and adjacent slope 
angles. DOGAMI selected 
4.6 m (15 ft.) as the bound-
ary between deep and shal-

low based on past studies 
and other related factors. 

   This mapping protocol 
combines an inventory of 
existing landslides (see SP-
42) with hazard zones de-
rived from a Factor of Safe-
ty (FOS) map and buffers. 
This protocol includes a 
template for producing a 
standardized map at a scale 
of 1:8,000, tiled by quarters 
of U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) 7.5 minute quad-
rangles. Susceptibility maps 
created using this protocol 
are intended to provide re-
gional and community-
scale information to help 
avoid or properly engineer 
development in susceptible 
zones, plan for landslide 
disasters, and mitigate land-
slide risk.  

complaint cases.  These 
are OAR 809-055-000  
Complaint Process and 
OAR 809 –020-0030  
Misconduct.  The Board 
seeks to better align the 
Complaint Process rule 
with the current process 
for handling complaints.  
The Board  proposes 
changes to the Miscon-
duct rule  to make sure 
the rule is reflective of 
statutory authorities.   

   OSBGE also deter-
mined the time has come 

to delete several outdated 
procedural rules address-
ing internal Board busi-
ness practices.  Finally, 
OSBGE determined that 
the budget rule for this 
biennium (July 1, 2011—
June 30, 2013) needs to 
be updated to reflect a 
modest increase of ex-
penditure limit by about 
$20,000.  

   Stay tuned for rulemak-
ing notices to be issued 
later this fall.  Participa-
tion in the rulemaking 
process is encouraged!    

   OSBGE voted at its 
September 21, 2012 
meeting to pursue 
amendments to numerous 
rules.  Two rules address 

O R E G O N  G E O L O G I S T  E X A M I N E R  

Quarterly  
Geo Photo 

Fall 2012 

Landslide Mapping Protocols: SP-45 

Scenic Geology of  
Deschutes River Canyon 

http://www.oregongeology.org/pubs/sp/p-SP-45.htm�
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Remember Your Renewal Date! 

Welcome New Registrants!      

 

OSBGE is continuing its practice of periodically holding meetings at local universities by hold-
ing its last quarterly work session and meeting of the year at the campus of Portland State Uni-
versity.  The date is Friday December 7, 2012.  Students working towards geology or related 
degrees as well as faculty will be invited to join the Board for lunch .  During this time, the 
Board will present information about the importance of registration and how one qualifies for 
the Board’s three types of registration:  Geologist In Training, Registered Geologist, and Certi-
fied Engineering Geologist.  Board members and staff will also hold a question and an-
swer session .  (Shh! Rumor has it there will be free food provided to those that partici-
pate in the outreach event!)  Contact the Board office for more information. 

Feedback?  

Questions?   

Don’t Hesitate to 

Contact Board Staff! 

 Fall 2012 

 GIT by Passing Exam 
Williams, Kendra T2355 07/20/2012  
 
RG by Cooperative Registration 
Wyatt, Robert J. G2353 07/13/2012 
Eckerle, William G2356 07/26/2012 
Clement, Desiree G2357 07/31/2012 
Sturdivant, Nicholas S. G2358 07/31/2012 

 

The Board sends out renewal notices on a monthly basis to those with renewals due in the next 45 days.  Please re-
member: the  following important points about renewal notices: 
 
(1) Notices are courtesy reminders only.  You are ultimately responsible for renewal so mark your calendars! 
 
(2) The Board office sends your  notice to the last mailing address you provided.  If you fail to tell the office about 

an address change, this could result in a lost reminder notice. 
 
(3) Things happen.  Renewal notices sometimes get lost ….in the mail , in your home, or in your office.  Dogs eat 

them? They spontaneously combust? Who knows! Return to (1).   
 
Remember your renewal date!  Avoid restoration fees and worse yet  not being able to practice in Oregon due to a 
delinquent registration!   



Registrant Name Reg. # Date Lapsed 
Bangsund, William,  G2222,  8/31/2012 
Buser David,  G2318,  8/31/2012 
Hayman, Glen,  G1141,  7/31/2012 
Larkin II, Hugh,  G1575,  7/31/2012 
Poole, Matthew,  T2316,  7/31/2012 
Roff, Douglas,  E1662,  7/31/2012 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
Oct. 5—ASBOG & CEG Exams Administered 
 
Oct. 31-Nov. 4—ASBOG Council of Examiners/Annual Meeting, Omaha, NE 
 
Late Oct/Early Nov.—Rulemaking Notices Issued by OSBGE 
 
Nov. 12, 22, 23 —OSBGE Office Closed for Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving holiday 
 
Dec. 7—Board Work Session & Meeting 

Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite  114 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/index.shtml 

 

Fall 2012 

WE MOVED!  SEE UPDATED ADDRESS BELOW. 
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