
the BPA Ross Complex Super-
fund site in Vancouver, WA.   
 
I was running the Environmen-
tal Department at Dames & 
Moore when I was attracted to 
do the same at Kleinfelder, a 
much smaller west coast firm.  
I’ve been at Kleinfelder for 
over 15 years and watched it 
expand greatly.  Here I’ve 
found a niche the last 5 years 
with dam removals.  I was the 
project manager and Owner’s 
Engineer for the Condit dam 
decommissioning.  The dam 
was fully removed from the 
White Salmon River last fall.  I 
just started serving as the Pro-
ject Coordinator for the Carmel 
River Reroute and San Clemen-
te Dam Removal project near 
Monterey, CA.   
 
I continue to work on local pro-
jects and enjoy giving back to 
our profession by serving on the 
Board.  Geologists play an im-
portant role in our society to 
help assure the safety, health, 
and welfare of the public.  The 
Board helps to reinforce this 
role with regard to the public 
practice of geology through 
licensing, investigating com-
plaints, supporting education 
and reaching out to counties 
and cities, and promoting good 
ethics.  If you get the opportuni-
ty, I’d highly recommend serv-
ing on the Board.  
 
You may contact Peter at: 
pstroud@kleinfelder.com 

Editor’s Note:  Peter Stroud, 
RG, CEG was asked to share 
his “geology story” as part of 
an ongoing effort to share in-
formation about Board mem-
bers.  Here is that story in his 
own words.  See also p. 2 to see 
how Peter gets a real blast out 
of his work.   
 
I’ve been fascinated with the 
earth’s processes for mountain 
building and geologic time 
since childhood.  This ultimate-
ly led me to a career in geology, 
which started in CA but has 
allowed me to be in OR for the 
last 26 years. 
 
I attended Humboldt State Uni-
versity in Arcata, CA.  During 
my college years, I worked 
summers as a Hydrologic Tech 
for the CA Dept. of Water Re-
sources.  We complied strati-
graphic and groundwater data 
from the northern Sacramento 
Valley to evaluate the feasibil-
ity of aquifer storage recovery.  
One week after graduating, I 
got a job doing nickel laterite 
exploration for CA Nickel Cor-
poration.  We focused on nick-
el, cobalt, and chromium depos-
its in old soils formed on rem-
nant erosional surfaces under-
lain by the Josephine Ultra-
mafic Belt in the Klamath 
Mountains.  I later worked for 
Redwood National Park on res-
toration of the Redwood Creek 
watershed, home of the Tall 
Trees Grove.  We studied the 
sediment budget of the basin by 
mapping landslides and their 

sediment contribution, surveyed 
sediment and alluvial materials 
stored in the channel, and meas-
ured sediment transport during 
storm events.  We also removed 
logging roads and applied ero-
sion control techniques to heal 
the landscape.   
 
I eventually ended up in the San 
Francisco bay area working for 
William Cotton & Associates.  
Here I helped manage consult-
ing contracts for nine area cit-
ies.  Slope stability and seismic 
geologic hazards were signifi-
cant and a challenge to manage 
with an expanding urban popu-
lation.  CA’s Alquist-Priolo Act 
reinforced the review and sign-
off by geologists for land devel-
opment and provided great con-
sulting opportunities.   
 
In 1987, I settled in OR.  These 
were the days before subduc-
tion-zone earthquakes were 
considered a hazard here.  I 
worked briefly for Herb 
Schlicker, author of many state 
geologic reports and the first 
certified engineering geologist 
(CEG) in OR, but settled down 
longer-term with Dames & 
Moore.  Although I continued 
to do an occasional engineering 
geologic project such as the 
Hydrology Study of Newberry 
Volcano for proposed geother-
mal development, most of my 
work was focused on environ-
mental characterization and 
cleanup.  We completed many 
Remedial Investigation / Feasi-
bility Studies (RIFS), including 
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Fax:(503) 485‐2947 
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osbge.info@state.or.us 
 
Board Members 
Mark Yinger, RG, Chair 
(M.Yinger Associates) 

 
Peter Stroud, RG, CEG, 
Vice  Chair (Kleinfelder) 

 
Kenneth Thiessen, RG, 

CEG  (DEQ) 
 

Vicki McConnell, PhD, 
RG, State Geologist 

(DOGAMI) 
 

Todd Jarvis, PhD, RG, CEG 
(OR State Univ.) 

 
Richard Heinzkill,  
Public Member  
(ReƟred Librarian) 

 

O 

  

S 

  

B 

  

G 

  

E 

  

mailto:pstroud@kleinfelder.com�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/index.aspx�
http://www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/index.aspx�
mailto:osbge.info@state.or.us�


P A G E  2  

The mission of the 

Board of Geologist 

Examiners is to help 

assure the safety, 

health, and welfare 

of Oregonians with 

regard to the public 

practice of geology.  

New Consumer Information 

Welcoming a New Board Member 
Governor John A. Kitzha-
ber, MD, appointed a new 
member to the Board.  Ken 
Thiessen, RG, CEG was 
appointed to fill the posi-
tion vacated by two-term 
Board member Rodney 
Weick, RG, CEG.  Ken 
attended his first meeting 
as a Board member in 
March 2013.  Ken was first 
registered by the OSBGE 
in 1990 and qualified as a 
CEG in 2008.  He also 
holds CA RG & CEG and 
WA LG licenses.   

Ken earned his Bachelors 
and Masters in Geology 
from N. Arizona Universi-
ty with additional course-
work at the University of 
Arizona. He worked for 

several years for the Muse-
um of N. Arizona in verte-
brate paleontology, stratig-
raphy and sedimentology. 
Ken has since worked for 
geological, engineering, 
and environmental consult-
ing firms, the USGS, and 
currently is at DEQ.  He 
has worked professionally 
in the four corners states, 
the west coast states, 
Guam and Saipan. He is an 
Oregon retread originally 
coming here in 1989 to 
work in environmental 
geology and contract pale-
ontology. Hydrogeology 
and engineering geology 
opportunities in CA occu-
pied him from 1997 until 
2007.  At  DEQ, Ken 

works on complex Portland 
Harbor projects and ground-
water cleanup sites. He  also 
handles slope stability issues 
associated with riverbank 
restoration, leach fields, 
landfills, and cleanup sites.  

Ken wants to promote pro-
fessional and ethical stand-
ards of practice through his 
Board service.  He believes 
the Board’s efforts greatly 
benefit public health and 
safety and protect property 
and resources.  He also 
wants to see engagement of  
students about the value of 
professional licensure.  

Join us in welcoming Ken to 
the Board!  Reach him at:  
thiessen.kenneth@deq.state.or.us 

practice of geology, pro-
fessional registrations for 
geologists, the role of the 
registrant, and the role of 
the Board.  The primary 
audience for the new page  
is the general public, espe-
cially those that may need 
to hire a professional geol-
ogist.   
 
View this new page at: 
http://www.oregon.gov/
osbge/Pages/Consumer-
Guide.aspx  Please send 
any feedback to 
osbge.info@state.or.us 

Largely thanks to the work 
of the Board’s public 
member Richard Heinzkill, 
the Board was able to add 
a new Consumers page to 
its website.  This page pro-
vides information on the 
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Spring 2013 

QRT. BOARD  
MEETINGS 

2013  
▪ March 22 
▪ May 31* 
▪ Sept. 20 
▪ Dec. 13 
 
*The May 31 meeting will 
be held at the University of 
Oregon, the others at the 
Board’s Salem office. 

Condit Dam Removal, White Salmon River 
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150-200 Words 

 The Board is conducting a public review of its budget for the upcoming biennium (July 1, 2013—June 30, 2015). 
The budget does not include any increases to application or registration fees. Even though the Board anticipates 
that increased expenses will outstrip anticipated revenues in the new biennium, careful financial management by 
the Board over the last several biennium allows the Board to utilize reserves to balance the biennial budget. Fee 
increases can be avoided for now.  Through the end of May, you can find more information at:  http://
www.oregon.gov/osbge/Pages/index.aspx  The budget comment deadline runs through May 16, 2013 @ 5 PM. 
 
The Board is also in the process of selecting an independent accounting firm to review its books for the biennium 
that closes on June 30, 2013.  This type of review occurs every two years and is just one of various ways the Board 
ensures sound financial management. 

Budget News (What’s up w/the $) 

New Registrants/Exam News 

 

In Oregon, registration is required to publicly practice geology with very few exceptions.  But I was thinking recently 
about how geology registration benefits the individual in addition to serving the broader purpose 
of protecting public health, safety, and welfare from the unlicensed practice of geology.  Your 
registration also:   
 
 demonstrates your dedication to the profession to employers, clients, and others in the field 
 shows your concern about ethical and professional standards in geology practice 
 gives you an extra credential when searching for that next job (in some cases, it is 

needed to even be considered) or may give you an edge up at promotion time 
 simplifies the process of obtaining a geology license in another state 
 makes it easier to defend your work and gives your testimony more weight with 

judge, jury or the public 
 reflects your dedication to serving the common good and playing a role in the pro-

tection of public health, safety, and welfare 
 
Be proud of that hard-earned registration, and don’t underestimate its true value!  

Feedback? Questions?  

Contact Board Staff:  

Christine Valentine, 

Administrator & 

Marilou Arrobang, 

Registration Specialist 

 Spring 2013 

GIT by Passing Exam 10/05/2012 
Jenkins, Emily N., T2366, 01/16/2013 
Waibel, Michael S., T2368, 02/21/2013 
 
RG by Passing Exam 10/05/2012 
Greazel, Andrew D., G2372, 03/22/2013 

RG by Cooperative Registration 
Baader, Gabrielle E., G2378,  04/30/2013, CA 
Day, Jacqueline C., G2377, 04/29/2013, CA 
Faulkner, Michael J., G2367, 02/07/2013, CA 
Gekov, Jeremy C., G2369, 02/25/2013, CA 
Holom, Derek I., G2371, 03/14/2013 , WA 
Mehta, Mukesh H., G2373, 03/26/2013, CA  

  March 2012 Exam Results 
2 passed the CEG exam 
7 passed the ASBOG Fundamentals 
1 passed the ASBOG Practice 
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The following individuals have lapsed registrations (as of 04/24/2013). 
 
Name   Registration Expiry Date 
Al-Johar, Mishal T2334    01/31/2013 
Beach, Shane  E2022  03/31/2013 
Conrad, Christopher G2157  03/31/2013 
Copeland, Elizabeth T2335  01/31/2013 
Easthouse, Kurt  G1189  03/31/2013 
Egli, Marc R.  E1270  01/31/2013 
Griffin, Rusty  T2270  02/28/2013 
Jakubiak, James L. G1693  01/31/2013 
Moore, Gary D.  G2242  02/28/2013 
Sellars, Barbara  G1623  01/31/2013  

 

To reinstate a lapsed registration, a registrant must pay: (a) the applicable 
annual registration fees for all years in which the registration was lapsed, (b) 
the annual renewal fee for the current year; and (c) a restoration fee.  Con-
tact the Board office if you need assistance with restoration of registration! 

Office Closures 
 
Please note that the Board office 
will be closed for business on 
Monday May 27 (Memorial 
Day) & Thursday July 4 
(Independence Day).   
 
If you plan to drop by the office 
on any other business day, we 
strongly advise that you call the 
office first.  With only two staff, 
there are times when no one is 
in the office due to meetings or 
other factors.  Staff would hate 
to miss you or have you waste 
your valuable time!  

Oregon State Board of   
Geologist Examiners 
707 13th Street SE, Suite  114 
Salem, OR  97301 

Phone:  503‐566‐2837 

Fax:  503‐485‐2947 

E‐mail:  osbge.info@state.or.us 

Mailing Label Here 

Lapsed Registrations 

We’re on the Web at  
http://www.oregon.gov/OSBGE/Pages/index.aspx 
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