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P u b lic  T estim on y  P ro cess A d d ressed  b y
B oard ’s A tto rn ey

requen tly w h en  a  city o r county is  co nsid erin g  dev elop m ent p lans o r zon in g
chan ges, those w ho  o ppose and  th ose  w ho  fav or dev elop m ent p resen t testim on y

in  supp ort o f their positio n .  O ften , peop le  purp ortin g  to  b e geo lo gists  p resen t testi-
m o n y on  e ither sid e o f the  issu e.  T h e B oard  has received  severa l com pla in ts  ab out
testim on y a t pub lic  hearin gs on  issues related  to  geo lo g y.  T he  B oard  h as been  con-
cerned  abou t ho w  to  resp ond  to  these co m p lain ts  in  a  w a y tha t p ro tects registran ts’
righ t to  speak  pub licly o n  im p ortan t m atters , w hile  p ro tectin g  th e pub lic  fro m  m is-
lead in g  testim o n y or u npro fession al w ork .

A t the  B o ard ’s  Jun e 5  m eeting , th e B oard ’s  legal counsel A ssistan t A tto rne y G en-
eral C h ristine  C hute  shared  her v iew s o n  the  B o ard ’s  responsib ilities  w ith  respect to
th is  typ e  o f testim on y.  T h e B oard  does have  statu to ry au tho rity, th ro u gh  th e
B oard ’s  C O D E  O F C O N D U C T, to  im p ose  p ro fessio nal standards o f cond uct on  regis-
tran ts w ho  testify  at p ub lic  hearin gs.  T h e C O D E  O F C O N D U C T ap p lies  w he ther a
registran t is  pa id  as  an  expert o r vo lun teers h is  o r her tim e .

A A G  C hu te  adv ised  the  B oard  to  focus tigh tly o n  w hat h arm  pu blic  testim on y b y
geolo g ists  m igh t do  an d  w hat h arm  the  B oard  seeks to  p reven t in  relation  to  pub lic
testim on y.  A fter id en tifyin g  the  h arm , the  B oard  w ould  focu s on  th e narro w est pos-
sib le  m etho d  o f av o id in g  the  h arm .

A s an  exam ple , if a  registran t testified  as an  exp ert —  based  up on  h is o r he r regis-
tration  as  a  geo lo g ist —  b ut p rov id ed  false  o r m islead in g  in fo rm ation  to  the  p ub lic
bod y, the  p ub lic  bod y m igh t rely u pon  incorrect o r inadequa te  in form ation .  T h is
cou ld  h ave  very seriou s, even  life-th reaten in g , con seq uences in  so m e cases.  T he
B oard  cou ld  focus on  w a ys to  m ak e sure that p ub lic  bod ies d id  no t rely up on  in accu-
rate  o r inadequate  in form ation  fu rn ished  b y reg istran ts.  T he  B oard  cou ld  estab lish
stand ards fo r pu b lic  testim ony that a re  narro w ly ta ilo red  to  sp ecifically add ress th is
harm .  T he  B o ard  m igh t requ ire  tha t a  R egiste red  G eolo g ist: 1 ) d isclo se  w hen  he  o r
she  has relied  upo n  in fo rm ation  gathered  b y o thers; 2 ) w hen  he  o r she  h as no t done
an y fie ld  w ork ; o r 3 ) o ther inh eren t w eak nesses in  h is  o r h er con clusion s.

T h e  B oard  has n o t ye t adop ted  gu idelines on  pub lic  testim on y, b u t w ill con tinu e to
consider an d  d iscuss them .  T he  B oard  w ould  w elco m e inpu t fro m  reg istran ts w ho
have  su ggestion s abo ut ho w  th e  B o ard  can  best ensu re  tha t p ub lic  bo d ies a re  no t
m isled  b y ill-co nsid ered  o r inadequ ate  in form atio n  p ro v ided  in  the  gu ise o f exp ert
op in ion  b y R egistered  G eolog ists .  P lease  fo rw ard  an y su ggestio ns to  the  B oard  o f-
fice .
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K n igh t N otes
ate  last w in ter, the  B oard  b egan  talk in g  w ith  an d
develop in g  a  d ra ft M E M O R A N D U M  O F
U N D E R S T A N D IN G  (M O U ) w ith  the  B oard  o f E xam -

iners  fo r E n gineerin g  and  L an d  Surve yin g  (O S B E E L S ).
T h e  purpose  o f th is docu m ent is  to  estab lish  a  p rocedure
o f action  b y the  B oards in  the area  o f ov erlap  o f p ractice
w h en  co m pliance  issues are  faced .

S tu  A lb righ t, P E , O S B E E L S  m em ber; G ary P ete rson ,
R G , C E G , O S B G E  m em b er; an d  John  B eau lieu , S tate
G eolo g ist served  as th e co m m ittee in  develo p in g  the
dra ft M O U .  T he  fo llo w in g  m et to  d iscuss the  d ra ft a t the
June  5 th  O S B G E  M eetin g : m em bers o f O S B G E ; S tu
A lbrigh t, P E ; C hristine  C hu te, O S B G E  A tto rne y; E d
G raham , O S B E E L S  E xecu tiv e  Secreta ry; S usan na
K n igh t, O S B G E  A d m in istrato r; Su san  M arsha ll and
K aren  H artle y, D A S  R isk  M an agem ent D iv ision .  A fter
tw o  hou rs, the  d iscu ssion  closed  w ith  ch an ges no ted  and
a request o f O S B E E L S  to  p lace  it o n  the ir nex t m eetin g ’s
agenda .  A lthou gh  th e docu m ent d id  co m e up  fo r d iscus-
sion  at O S B E E L S ’s  Ju ly B o ard  M eetin g , it w as re ferred
to  a  co m m ittee.  F inal rev iew  b y th eir en tire  B oard  is
sched uled  fo r Sep tem b er 10 th .

In  the  m eantim e , O S B G E  has released  th e d ra ft docu-
m ent to  registran ts  in terested  in  rev iew in g  an d  sharin g
co m m en ts.  T he  B o ard  an tic ipates  tha t the  d ra ft p hase
w ill so on  be  b eh in d  them  so  the  im plem entatio n  p rocess
can  beg in .  If yo u  receive  th is new sletter p rio r to  the
B oard ’s  nex t m eetin g  and  w ou ld  lik e  to  rev iew  the  d ra ft
M O U , em ail yo ur request to  o sb ge@ osb ge .org.

T h e  B oard  is  so lic itin g  yo u r inpu t on  th e P ublic  T esti-
m o n y process (see  rela ted  artic le  on  page  1 ).  A n y inpu t
should  also  be  d irected  to  th e B o ard  o ffice  at
osb ge@ osb ge.org .

In  add ition , yo u  are  encou raged  to  request and  rev iew  the
L C D C  G oal 7  d ra ft lan guage  (see artic le  page  2 , co lu m n
2).  C o m m en ts on  the  d ra ft lan guage  sho uld  be  sub m itted
d irec tly to  L C D C  per the  em ail address in  the  artic le .

Y o ur partic ipation  is appreciated .

S usan na  K nigh t
A d m in is tra to r

S ta tew id e L an d  U se P lan n in g :
G oal 7  - N atu ra l H aza rd s

s R eg iste red  G eolo g ists p rac tic in g  in  o ur sta te , you
are  charged  in  yo ur p ro fessional d u ties  w ith  p ro-

tectin g  the  p ub lic  hea lth  an d  w elfare  an d  pro perty (O A R
809-0 20-0 001).  T h is  can  b e acco m plished  no t on ly b y
prov id in g  the  h ighest standard  o f geo lo g y w o rk  b u t a lso
b y partic ip atin g  w hen  possib le  in  the  d evelop m ent o f
po lic y and  practice  p rocedu res.  T he  o pportun ity to  par-
tic ip ate  in  such  a  p rocess is  no w  ava ilab le .

O v er 25  years  ago , the  L and  C o nservation  an d  D evel-
op m en t C o m m ission  (L C D C ) o f the  D epartm ent o f L and
C onservation  an d  D eve lop m ent adopted  S T A T E W ID E
L A N D  U SE  P LA N N IN G , G O A L  7 -N A T U R A L H A Z A R D S.  A s
O rego n ’s  po pula tio n  has in creased  an d  the  p ressure  to
bu ild  in  hazardou s areas has g ro w n , the  C o m m ission
reco gnized  the  need  to  rev iew  and  am end  G o al 7 .  A l-
thou gh  G oal 7  h as been  fairly e ffective  in  m in im izin g
risks d ue  to  n atu ral hazards, th is  rev iew  has been  im p le-
m ented  to  be  ce rtain  tha t natu ral hazard s con tinu e to  be
adequa tely addressed  in  th e p lan n in g  and  develo p m en t o f
O rego n ’s  co m m un ities as  th e state  faces con tinu ed
gro w th .  M o st, if no t a ll, o f the  o rigin al hazard s recog-
n ized  w ere  geo lo g ic  in  n atu re.  T h e issues o f d am  safety
and  w ild fires  w ere  la ter add ed  to  th is  list.

T h e  rev isio ns to  G oal 7  have  been  deem ed  necessary to
rep lace  ou t-dated  lan guage, define  term s tha t hav e been
con fu sin g , estab lish  w hen  local govern m en ts  are  resp on-
sib le  fo r respon din g  to  new  na tural hazards in fo rm ation ,
and  to  stren g then  coord ina tion  betw een  state  hazard
agencies an d  loca l govern m en ts .  If yo u  prepare  an y re-
ports  fo r e ither s tate  o r local gov ern m ent en tities , you  are
encou raged  to  rev iew  th e new  d ra ft lan gu age  o f G oal 7
and  o ffer inp u t.

T o  rece ive  co p ies o f the  p ropo sed  go al am end m ent,
con tac t She lia  P reston  at th e  D epartm ent o f L and  C on-
serva tion  and  D ev elop m ent, sh elia .p reston @ state .o r.us.

T w o  hearin gs w ere  p rev iously h eld  b y L C D C  in  20 00 .
A n  add ition al hearin g  on  the  p rop osed  G oal 7  am end-
m ents  w ill be  held  S ep tem ber 2 7  and  2 8  in  the  B asem ent
H earin g  R oo m  o f the  A gricu ltu re  B u ild in g  lo cated  at 635
C apito l S treet N E  in  Salem .  W ritten  co m m en ts w ill be
accep ted  un til th e clo se  o f th e S ep tem ber 27-2 8  hearin g .
T h ose  registran ts  w o rk in g  daily  in  th e fie ld  w ith  geo lo gic
hazard s and  h av in g  firsthand  kno w led ge  o f such  hazard s
are  enco uraged  to  read  th e d ra ft lan guage and  o ffer sug-
gestions.
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A gree m en t R each ed
n  a  P ublic  M eetin g  o f the  O regon  S tate  B oard  o f G e-
o lo gist E xam iners  he ld  in  Sa lem  o n  June  5 , 2 001 , it

w as unan im o usly v o ted  that th e  B oard  sh ould  estab lish  a
w ritten  agreem ent regard in g  th e fo llo w in g  ind iv idu al.

S T A T E  O F  O R E G O N
B O A R D  O F  G E O L O G IS T  E X A M IN E R S

and

V ance A . M atthew s
C C  #00-05-0 04  and  C C  #00 -05-0 05

1305  A n n C ourt
W est L inn  O R  97 068

In  such  agreem ent, M r. M atth ew s, w ho  is  no t a  geo lo gist
registered  w ith  the  O regon  B o ard :

1) w ill agree  to  cease  the  public  practice  o f geology  in
the  sta te  o f O rego n;

2) w ill henceforth  h ave  a ll rep orts , w hich  m a y con tain
in form ation  con sidered  to  be  the  public  practice o f
geology  in  th e S ta te  o f O regon , p repared  un der th e
d irec t superv ision  o f, and  stam ped  b y, an  O regon
R egistered  P ro fessiona l G eolo g ist;

3 ) w ill no t be  d iscip lined  b y th e B o ard  fo r an y addi-
tiona l repo rts  w hich  m a y inc lude  the  pu b lic  p ractice
o f geo lo g y th at w ere  signed  or w ritten  b y h im  prio r
to  the  da te  o f th is  agreem ent; and

4) w ill seek  to  co m plete  th e registratio n  p rocess h ere
in  O regon .

M r. V ance  A . M atthew s, rep resen tin g  h im self, an d  W il-
liam  N . O rr, represen tin g  th e O regon  S tate  B o ard  o f G e-
o lo gist E xam iners , sea led  th is agreem ent.

B oard  W elco m es N ew  R egistran ts
ix  cand idates sa t fo r th e Jun e 8 th  O regon  G eolo g y
E x am in ation .  T he  pass rate  fo r the  exam  w as 83 % .

T h ree  cand idates co m p leted  th is exam  as the  final re-
qu irem ent fo r beco m in g  a  R egiste red  G eolo g ist and  are
no w  add ed  to  th e B oard  R oster.

C on gratu latio ns to  the  fo llo w in g  new  registran ts:

S teph en  K urt B rueckner G 1 938
A n drew  V alen tin e G ood ell G 1 793
A m anda  L o uise  Spencer G 1 935

B oard  E x a m s S ch ed u led
eg istration  exam s w ill be  he ld  on  F rida y, S ep tem ber
14 th  at the  B oard  o ffice  in  Salem .  Fou r separate

exam s w ill be  ad m in istered : the  A S B O G  N atio nal E x am ,
F undam ental sec tion ; the  A S B O G  N atio nal E x am , Prac-
tice  Sectio n ; O regon  C ertified  E n gin eerin g  G eolo g y ex-
am ina tion ; and  th e  O regon  G eo lo g y E xam in ation .

C uto ff da te  fo r th is  exam inatio n  w as Ju ly 1 st.  A  to ta l o f
43  exam s are  to  b e ad m in istered .  T h e nex t scheduled
natio nal ex am  date  is  M arch  15 , 20 02 .  C uto ff d ate  fo r
receip t o f ap p lication  packets fo r th e M arch  exam s is
January 4 th .  E ffec tive  in  the  fa ll o f 2002 , the  nationa l
fa ll ex am in atio ns w ill m ov e fro m  S ep tem ber to  O ctober.

T h e  O regon  G eolo g y exam  w ill be  ad m in istered  again  on
D ecem b er 7 th  in  Salem .  T he ap p licatio n  dead line  is  N o-
vem ber 10 th .  To  be  e ligib le , yo u  m ust h ave  a  co m ple ted
application  packet on  file  b y C o op erative  L icen sure  o r b y
E x am in ation .

                                                                                                                                                                                 

E lectron ic  N ew sletter  C on sid ered
T h e  B oard  is  co nsiderin g  the  u se  o f em ail in  deliverin g  th e Q u arterly N ew sletter to  each  reg is tran t.
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S ince  the  beg inn in gs o f the  w ebsite , the  new slette r has been  po sted  a t the  tim e  it is  delivered  to  the
prin ter.  O n  occasio n , registran ts  have  accessed  it p rio r to  the  arriva l o f th e m ailed  cop y.

T h e  B oard  is  in terested  in  hearin g  fro m  yo u  regard in g  su ch  a  chan ge .  D o  yo u  an ticipa te  th at you
w o uld  b e m ore  ap t to  read  the  pub lica tion  in  a  p rin t fo rm at w h en  it a rrives as  o pposed  to  seek in g  it
fro m  a  w ebsite  fo llo w in g  no tification  v ia  em ail?   A s w ith  an y ch an ge , there  a re  positives an d  nega-
tives.  Y ou r op in ion  is  valued  an d  yo u  m a y share  it v ia  U .S . m ail, fax , phon e, o r osb ge@ o sb ge.o rg
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O regon State Board of
   G eologist Exam iners
707 13th Street SE , Suite 275
Salem , O R   97301

L ap sed  L icen ses for 2001
he registra tion  o f the  fo llo w ing  ind iv id uals  lapsed
durin g  the  second  quarter o f 2 001 .

C arney , P au l R ; C larke , H ow ard  S ; D in kelm an , S co tt
D ; D onn elly , M ichae l F .; H am ill, M o lly L .; H im es,
D o rin da  S .; Istok, Jo nath an  D .; L am adrid , D av id ;
L ouisell, R ichard  H .; M arsh , M ich ael J .; M ichael,
D avid  L .; M oser, D ebra  J .; O pfel, W illiam  J.; R oso,
C atherine  S ara; Scott, N orm an  P .; Soar, M aureen ;
T alty , D a le  D .; W eingarz, R ich ard  A .; Y inger, M ark  A .

P lease con tact th e  B oard  o ffice  if yo u  did  renew  so  th at
w e  can  co rrec t the  da tabase .  Y o ur assistan ce  in  th is
m atte r is  app reciated .  If yo u  w ish  to  ac tiva te  yo ur reg is-
tration , fo rw ard  yo ur renew al fo rm  w ith  an y add ress  cor-
rections, ren ew al fee , and  the R estoratio n  F ee .

R egistran ts  p ractic in g  o n  a  lap sed  reg istration  are  sub ject
to  d isc ip line  b y the  B oard .  If yo u  kno w  an y o f th ese  in -
d iv id uals , yo u  are  encou raged  to  ale rt th em  to  th e  possi-
b le  lap sed  statu s o f the ir reg istration  w ith  the  B oard .

2001  C alen d ar of U p co m in g  E ven ts

Sept. 14: A SB O G  Exam  -- Salem
    Fundam entals:  8:00 A M  to N oon
    Practice:  1:00 PM  to 5:00 PM

CEG  Exam :  8:00 A M  to 5:00 PM  -- Salem
    (1-hr lunch break)

O regon-Specific Exam : 6:00 PM  to 8:00 PM
    Salem

Sept. 18: Board W ork Session:  9:30 PM  -- Salem
Board M eeting:  1:00 PM  -- Salem

O ct. 10 to 13: Council of Exam iners and A SBO G  A nnual
M eeting:  8:00 A M  to 5:00 PM
Pittsburgh, PA

N ov.  10: A pplication D eadline - O regon G eology
Exam

D ec. 7: O regon G eology Exam : Salem  1:00 PM  to
3:00 PM

D ec. 18: Q uarterly Board M eeting in Portland (TBA)

Jan.  4: A p plication  D ead lin e,
M arch  A S B O G  E x am

T


