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Attention Geologists: New Legislation Impacts

FALL 2011

(ertilied Waler Righls Examiners

Editor’s Note: This article
was prepared by Gale Ross of
the Oregon State Board of
Examiners for Engineering
and Land Surveying
(OSBEELS) and edited to fit
in this newsletter. The OS-
BEELS office can be reached
at 503-362-2666 or

osbeels@osbeels.org.

Certified Water Rights Exam-
iners (CWRE) are trained
surveyors, engineers, and
geologists who have passed
exams allowing them to docu-
ment and confirm the location
and beneficial use of water.
This documentation is a re-
quirement for any water right
holder who submits a "claim
of beneficial use," and wishes
to get his or her water right
"certificated" by the Water
Resources Department
(WRD). CWREs play an im-
portant role in the overall
water rights process. Occa-
sionally, however, situations
arise that require further train-
ing or corrective action.

Senate Bill (SB) 126 passed
by the 2011 Oregon Legisla-
ture and signed by Governor
Kitzhaber on June 1, clarifies
authorities to address such
situations. SB 126 goes into
effect Jan. 1st, 2012, and al-
lows (OSBEELS) to regulate
the professional conduct of
CWRE:s and to discipline vio-

lators. SB 126 modernizes
statutes related to CWRE
training (ORS 537.798) and
clarifies the role of the two

agencies; OSBEELS and
WRD. OSBEELS is responsi-
ble for issuing CWRE certifi-
cates to individuals who meet
certain criteria. The WRD is
responsible for preparing,
administering, and scoring the
related exam. While OS-
BEELS is responsible for
setting and collecting fees
related to implementation of
the certification program, SB
126 notes that the WRD is
eligible for reimbursement by
OSBEELS for its related
costs. The WRD will not re-
quest reimbursement without
a written agreement with OS-
BEELS and would first allow
OSBEELS an opportunity to
develop rules to implement
SB 126. Further, the Board
may adopt rules to regulate
CWREs. Such rules are al-
ready in place related to the
engineering and land
surveying professions and can

include rules that establish
standards of professional con-
duct and rules establishing
professional development or
continuing education require-
ments. Further, SB 126 grants
OSBEELS the authority to
address problems by investi-
gating alleged or suspected
violations. This could result in
revoking, suspending, or
modifying a CWRE license.
The bill clarifies existing lan-
guage and matches the au-
thority in OSBEELS' opera-
tional statutes.

Historically, OSBEELS has
received no more than 20
applications for an admin-
istration period (the CWRE
exam is administered once a
year, generally in April, by
WRD). In relation to the num-
ber of applications received
and reviewed for the engi-
neering and land surveying
examinations and the pro-
cessing of registration renew-
als, current staff is able to
continue accomplishing the
review of CWRE applications
in addition to processing
CWRE certification
renewals. There are approxi-
mately 450 CWRE certifica-
tion holders required to main-
tain their Oregon registration
as an Engineer, Land Survey-
or, or Geologist.
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The mission of the
Board of Geologist
Examiners is to help
assure the safety,
health, and welfare
of Oregonians with
regard to the public

practice of geology.
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Living the Code ol Professional Conducl

The OSBGE Code of Professional Conduct is adopted as Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR)
Division 20. All registrants must adhere to the Code; violation of the Code is misconduct sub-
ject to compliance action by the Board. As a registrant, do you remember what the Code re-
quires? Following is a sampling of Code provisions. All registrants are encouraged to periodi-
cally read through the entirety of the Code available at: http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/
rules/oars_800/oar_809/809 020.html

Tenants of the Profession (as expressed in OAR 809-020-0000):
A geologist shall be guided by the highest standards of ethics, honesty, integrity, fairness, per-
sonal honor, and professional conduct.

To the fullest extent possible, a geologist shall protect the public health and welfare and proper-
ty in carrying out professional duties.

Responsibility to the Profession (as expressed in OAR 809-020-0006):
A Registered Geologist shall undertake professional service or render expert opinion only when
qualified by training or experience in the technical areas involved.

A Registered Geologist shall sign and seal only professional work, including, but not limited to,
maps and report for which the geologist has direct professional knowledge, and for which the
geologist intends to be responsible for its accuracy and adequacy.

If a Registered Geologist has knowledge or reasonable cause to believe another person or geol-
ogist is in violation of the registration law, ORS Chapter 672, or the related administrative
rules, the geologist shall present such information to the Oregon Board of Geologist Examiners,
in writing.

Responsibility to Employer (as expressed in 809-020-0011):
A geologist shall either engage or advise a client/employer to engage other experts or specialists
if the client/employer's interests are best served by such service.

A geologist shall not accept compensation concurrently from more than one client/employer on
a project, unless the circumstances of payment are fully disclosed and agreed to by all financial-
ly interested parties.

Responsibility to the Board (as expressed in 809-020-0025):
A geologist, when requested by the Board, shall respond to communications
from the Board within 21 days after notification is mailed by registered or
certified mail.

A geologist, when requested by the Board, shall present information and assis-
tance to the Board in pursuing violations of laws and rules relating to the prac-
tice of geology in the State of Oregon. A geologist shall not dismiss from his
employment, or take any other sanction against another geologist because of
the other geologist's compliance with this, or any other subsection, of the Code
of Professional Conduct, ORS Chapter 672, or the related administrative
rules.

REMEMBER THE CODE! And may the force be with you!
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Christine’s Corner—Notes irom the Administrator

We have been busy upgrading office soft- plored. Information gathered will be shared

ware and hardware this quarter.** This with the Board at its quarterly meetings. The

included a long overdue switch to Win- Board will ultimately need to decide whether

dows 7 and Office 2010, facilitated by the to move forward, what vendor to work with if

installation of new work stations. We are it does move forward, and whether a conven-

also enjoying enhanced capabilities for ience fee will need to be applied to on-line

working with and sharing PDF files, news- payments.

letters, and the like thanks to new Adobe

Acrobat software. The newsletter format ~ Other important changes around the corner

unveiled with this edition is one result of  involve the Board membership. The Board’s

capabilities provided by the new software; Chair Steve Taylor, PhD, RG and Vice Chair

let us know what you think! With some  Christopher Humphrey, RG, CEG are nearing  Feedback? Q uestions?

additional Adobe Acrobat training, we the end of second terms. New members will

hope to upgrade Board forms to create be appointed by the Governor. At this time,

more user friendly versions, i.e., forms the Board and staff anticipate the changes in Contact Board Staff:

that can be filled in on-line, then saved and Board membership will be effective by the

returned electronically. New Year! Stay tuned for more in the Winter ~ Christine Va lentine,
2012 newsletter!

As a follow-up to the last newsletter, . .
Board staff continues to research provid-  Please don’t forget to contact us here in the Administrator &
ing for on-line payment by credit card. At Board office if we can be of assistance to you

this time, information from two vendors is with questions related to registration and the Marilou Arroban g
being reviewed to better assess costs and ~ public practice of geology!

functionality. This evaluation process also

is helping to shine a light on the range of ~ **Costs for these upgrades were shared with

questions that need to be asked and ex- the Oregon State Landscape Architect Board .

Registration Specialist
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ongratula rortll)
() gratulationss New Registrants! WV to @©Q

The Board welcomes the following new registrants and wishes them a
safe and successful practice in Oregon.

N

GIT by Passing Exam:
Meyer, Taryn, T2321, 10/20/2011

RG by Passing Exam:
None

CEG by Passing OR CEG Exam:
None

RG by Cooperative Registration:
Buser, David, G2318, 08/23/2011
Sanders, Jeffery, G2320, 10/10/2011

e Em e Ee o o e e o O T S S D D D D B D BEE D B B D Bam B e B e B

- e o e o o o o o o o o e e e .

7’

FALL 201 |



S I I I S IS I S S S B B B B B B e e e .

*

.../ *
y
)

Oregon State Board of
Geologist Examiners

707 13th Street SE, Suite 260
Salem, OR 97301

Phone: 503-566-2837
Fax: 503-485-2947

E-mail: osbge.info@state.or.us

49

= {We’re on the Web at
http://www.oregon.gov/
‘BGE/index.shtml

Lapsed Regislrations

Lapsed During 7/1/2011 — 9/30/2011

Damon Brown, G2289, 8/31/2011;
George Dunfield, G2074, 8/31/2011;
Paul Elliott, E1469, 9/30/2011;

John Fortuna, G2003, 7/31/2011;
Angus Leger, T2291, 8/31/2011;

John Phillips, E0851, 9/30/2011

Mailing Label Here
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

11/3/11 Application Deadline for March 2012 ASBOG Exams
12/19/11 Retake Application Deadline for March 2012 ASBOG Exams
11/2-11/5/11 ASBOG Workshop and Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX

12/2/11 Quarterly Board Work Session & Meeting

Office Closed for Holidays:
¢ Nov. 11,
+ Nov. 24-25,
¢ Dec. 23-26,
¢ Dec.30-Jan. 2
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