Art Depicting:
State History
Now on Walls

Murals Capture Spirit
of Early Oregon and
Correct in Detail

very, Exploration,
illusmnar}, Settler
Arrival Shown

By RALPH C. CURTIS

Those colorful worals deplet-
L1g scenes outslansingly sigalfl-
cant in Oregon's early hlsiory sre
pow In place epon the walls of

¥ the capltal rotunda and, because
they wers contemplated . and io-
cluded In the eriginal planaoing,
they look as though they had
always heen there, They beloog,
They make the rotunda the eom-
pleted work of are that It was
meant to be, relieving any mo-
netony it may have had in l.ts
unfinished atate.

Murals of this size and :h“-
#cler are something eatirely new
In arehitecture 8o far os Salem
in coneerned. Certeinly they are
now to the present writer, who
beretofore has regorted every
imaginable lype of news wexcept
art news, Really a qualified . art
critle shounld have been ealled
but the appertunity to Iot
Barry Faulkner and Frapgk H.
Schwarz, the renowned muralists
who created them, woas fleeting
end S0=—

If you nappen to be lett-brain-
ed, the firit of the four large
murals to greet the eye on en-
tering the capitol, aadl the flrst
coe o historical sequence, s
Faulkner's representation of the
lunding of Captain itobert Gray
on the bank of the Columbln
river after discoverlng ts mouth
nnd salilng inside In the “Co
lumhia Rediviva™ for which the
river was named. In abe spring
of 1782
First Clalm Based
-On Gray's Landing

Now hers are the things ;mu
reed to know about this plets
It is Idealized, In- that it Is un:
certuin or  even  likely  that
Gray's entlre ceew  accompanied
him @n the weccasion of his
landing. Mul in the pleture a
sailor plants the United sStates
flag on the scil of th
country o

All members of
yunog  woen—they  cere farm
toys who went to sea as a lark.
Thero In no authentic pyrtrait of
of UCaptain Gray [n ezlstence: the
model for Gray's fzce wasn a
Erant-great-grandnephew, who
Lears the fumlily resemblance.
Kow about tae Indisna—they are
Chinooks, & family wow practic-
ally extinet, with dJdistinctly orl-
entel features. The driftwotd on
the beach, well, It M driftwood
that Is there now: but there was
nu driftwood in 1792,
and Clark

At Celllo Falls
Glancing -to the right of the
loyer, we now Inapect the mural
depleting Lewis and Clark st
Celilo Fails, Of tre two central
flgures, the. one faciax the be-
kolder is Lewls.  Mr. Schwarz,
who painted this mural, obtained
. the sorvices of the same Indlan
woman who posed as Bacajawen
for James Earl’ Fraser's famous
sculpture, “Lewis apd Clark.”
Ce]llo Fulls Is there as It ia to-
dap—with the things of civiliza-
tion'left out- Therv are two doga
in the plctore; If it were abso-
lutely true to history, there
would be swarms of them. The.
canoces, burnt out of willew logs,
are authentie, This reeno [ de-
scribed In only a few senileénces

in the ‘explorers’ journal.
Whitman's Arrival
“At Fort Van

conver

The best place to-view Faulk-
ner's pletara of Fort Vancouver.
on the northwest :oruer of the
rotunda, is from the setond floor
in" front of the governor's sulte.
Dr. John McLoughlin|is the cen-
tral figure,” as he greets the
Whitman party ip |1836. Nar-
cissa Whitman s | ng hands
with James Douglas; who four
years later suéeecded | McLounghlin
as faotor. Tha mm- woman be-

A Mra, H, H.
fpalding amd the Itnudv man

with the tan coat -ll:hu: behind |

ber is Marcus Whitmas
Now before you -muﬂu the

l‘pnﬂﬂli dvutnd attfre of theso | be

peaple’ Just ending w weery trek
mcross the continent, or that of
these men holding an outpost
the wilderness, IL 18 well to ex-
plein that thesa things are his-
torically correct. T English-
“men at Fort Vnmn ' eapeciale

Ay !)mlu. plways d d neal-
1y. The Whitman party had halt-
ed nt "uu umlll" A few milea

in the l‘-l.'r": in t ol
{ 'I'l'urn-lu hp! Col. I]

—
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(Continued from page 1)

backgroynd of Portland's hills—
yest, they were there too. But
the somber-looking Iadians on
the right are symbo'ic—remind-
ors of the fate tha, was in store
for the Whitman party.

“Great Wagon Train

Of 1843" Arrives

From the same recond floor
viewpoint we now scan the last
of the large murals,  Schwarz's
representation of the 'Great
Wagon Train of 1843.” The
scens fa the ‘last encampment,’
some miles above the present
site of Portland. It was a spot
where the travelers rested and
sought .information Aabout the
land they had reached. There
ir a sort of evening rouncil, such
as was often held as the covered
wagon ploneers halted for the
night. !

It would have beén possible
tor Schwirz to depict iadividual
members of this immigration—
Lt:ere-.;rere plenty of portiraits at
hand. ~ But he wanted to repre-
sent 900 people, the ancestors
of many present Oragopians; so
he did not ioclude ¥ actual
persons. His mater!al was obtain-
ed mostly fromn the recollectipnsg
of Jesse Applegate. .

The smaller mu.als are en-
tirely symbolical and self-explan-
atory, though it might be men-
tloned that an actual scene in
the Hecod River wvalley Is shown
in the one exemplifyin; the frult
and grain industries. )

There will be two more mu-
rals. Faulkner is preparing the
ons for the house chamber, de-
picting the histeric Champoeg.
scene; and Schwarz the ane in
the senate chambe:, representing
the bringing of tae news of
etatehood to Salem.

Just a final word about the’
artists; they are unassuming,
pleasant, conscientlous men who
have done palnstaking work, -
with a high regard for Oregon's
heritage of history and spirit,
who through their outstending
craftsmanship have trapsferred
that spirit to canvas as It has
never been done before. What
more can we ask?




rg depleted in lifelike manner {n the mammoth murals placed with-
on’‘s m.w capitol, For t'hc reason'that the capitol was planmed throughout a8 & monument to Ore-
s pioneers, and mth tl\c aﬁ n--rk in mind in all of the planning so that the murals are integral parts of the completed structure, the
|.I'!'c|.l. is all the more atriking and appropriately harmonlous. The four lnrgest murals portray especially notable events In the exploration
settlament of the northwest. Depicted al in the danding of Captain o His r the riv
in 1792 marked the beginning of northwest exploration. The mural was painted by Barry Faulkner.of New Yark. (Al :nts!?u this pajge b
countesy of The Oregonian.) . Pty

mural by Faulkner, The two art) !
in: the, world rather than competitiv 1
tects fecling thatfsuch a method of selection would result in decorati

UNITED STATES claims to the Oren'on country, based upon the firat land exploratio
tion of Lewis and Clark, 1303-'06. mural by Frank Schwariz of New York, Meriweather Lewis and Wi fam (
f their pari Tuding the Indian woman guide, Sacajawes. Both of the mural artists, Schwartz and Faulkner,
orical research t-el’um beginning their work and the pictures, though ideslized, are historieally_sccurate as to

and actual cccupan dnte back to the e

nr the best qm]]ty.

TWO OF OREGON'S satlieat iridustries, sheep rafsing and mming both suzceptible to

treatment suy of the ruggedness and simp
the natural resources still abundant, are exemplified in this mural by S

.

DE. JOHN M:LOUGHLIN, director at Fort Vageouver fnr the Hudson's Bay company, is shown' geéeting early Amerfcan settlers at
his post on the banks of the Columbia.river near what is now Vancouver, Wash, The earlier white occupants of the territgry were trappers
and, fut traders. This mural was painted by Faulkner. The morals' are of vur,mg dimensions to fit the wall Wpaces, but *hese larger ones
are approximately 160 lquus feet in sres. 7
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. (THE DAIRY industry, now hlghly maloped ln
stil -nmm with much of its typical
1achwb-mmmw.s.twa whi

i of some i
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of life on this * ]ut frontier” and ¢

e& coat; Mc
.t'ﬁg complete’ the Inttri'ﬂo:njof ‘the clvitd. sﬂu extaption of some mimr dgco‘nt-




ear of 1938 Sees Oregon’s New Capitol Building Complete

' The OLD CAPITOL served Oregon for 60 years that spanned from coversd wagon
days to the present. Authorized by the legislature of 1872, it was completed in 1876 at
& cost of $325,000. It was built almost entirely of brick with sandstone and limestone

" facing and trimming. : bk
Originally it was without a dome, being boflt in the shape of a great cross in &

‘klike setting of mative Oregon trées. The copper domeé, most striking feature of the
g:.'ﬂd[ng, which rose several feet higher than the top of the new capitol, was added in
1893, brin.génz the" total cm:l. of :thc a:hructuxem:.i $450,000. hn:i m';x udm;d““ st
and west sides were also not & of the original structurs, having been added in 1888,

P o o APRIL 26, 1985. The statehouse Is burning! But j
The burnizhed copper dome, flashing in the sunlight, was a landmark to traveler . Balem people, just at i dinner bour, were alow . -
and resident alike, visible for several miles on all sides of Salem. A stalrway led to the to realize that any fire in the substantial old statehouse e A THIN WISP of smoke reached the dome as the
" eupola on top, a favorite mecca for sight-seers who could look over s large part of the eould be very serioos. In the twilight many sat about the < blaze, in the basement, found the great center well of the
Willamette valley and see several peaks in the Cascide range. Iawna close to the bullding, as at a picnle. i rotunda & perfect flue for an ottlet.
This famous old structure was loved by the citizens of Oregon for sentimental rea- .
sons and was maintained in as good conditlon as many old capitol buildings of other
«states. ‘Howeyer, at the time it waa built Or had a population of but 30,923, and was
on the threshold of tremendous growth to over a million Ppgraons at the‘present time. : J

- N
Thia tenfold increase in the state's inhabitants multiplied atate d:partments and the old capitol was congested with offices by the turn
of the century. In 1914, the $320,000 state suprems court building was completed to house the overflow from the capitol. Other expansion
from ‘the statehouse's capacity soon became necessary and in 1930 the blg fivestory state office bullding in Salem was' eompleted, in 1981
a two-story agricultural buflding was occupied. | ¥

In addition, a number of offices ngw maintain headquarters or branches [n{orulud, ribstly in the Oregon building thers,

: Thus it may be seen that the loas of the old statehouse, much as it may be regretted, made way for a much needed greater capltol
building in a modern age and paved the way to better facilities for Oregon's state government. In fact, this statehouss also was erected to
take the place of a capitol building, Oregon's first, destroyed by fire in 1854 ° i

1. i .

~

IN THE MORNING the fire was still smonldering as & pumper hera keaps playing
8 siream of water on the ruins. Ghostly remaina of the still-standing walls are all that
are left to remind Oregon of its statehouse. One life, that of a firefighter, was lost and
monetary Ioss incliding many valuable records was estimated af 000, .

the hlnc.l(ened walls enca sed an Infernofof twisted steal and crum.
bling pillars as-the spectacular fire lighte d up the eity for blocks around.




'.I.'HE CAPITOL GROUP will eventually occupy ull the property bounded by a line
above. Some of this has already been purchased and at present a virtually complet
pew §1,000,000 atate library bulding stardds to the left and front of the capital sh
In eourse of :om:lm:lmn

remonies werk attended by G000 persons June 'JT.
1937, at t'hc bulld:nr & wlu-rc the old capital stood. Thia location was o n fro
several other suggested sites for the new bullding in Salem, notably on d.xhna
Helghts and Bush pusture, Inset ls Associate Justice George Rossman of the state
sypreme court, master of ceremoniea,

W.
4. U. Camphell.
il
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mple yet impressive linea in
This Is & view of the rear, &3 peen from

THE FIONEER; 22-foot
figure in bronze atop the cap-
itol dome depicts the spirit of
early Oregon- us the mettler,
axe in hand, prepares to clear
land for his home, The figure - .
was done for the fsputot r»-— :
construction -commis
}ﬂr!c. Ellerhusen, fnmcd emll:‘-
o, -

HOUSE GALLERY provides seats fur scores of pectstors at sesslons. On the floor
AT BOmE nr the individoal deska for members of the housé. A mural _Dow being eom-
ed will be placed In this chamber,

GOWNOR'! OFFICE contains thismap of Oregon '  BHOAD EI‘AIB.WAYE lead from the main Iobby |
'l.‘hesuverwr’aoﬂimmlulh huﬂawinnl{ﬂn-ht&du. is
alF department offices. ) ‘chamber entrance.




