
 

 Government Information and Library Services Advisory Council Meeting  

Monday, September 29, 2014  

10:30am – 12:30pm  

Oregon State Library, Rm. B9  

 

In attendance: Dan Postrel (chair),  Daniel Pettit,  Dan McCoy, Julie Yamaka, Julie Osborne, Julie 

Shepard, Kate McGann, Alice LaViolette, Jerry Curry, Margie Harrison, Robby Pietz, MaryKay 

Dahlgreen 

  

Update from the State Librarian, MaryKay Dahlgreen 

 The four divisions of the State Library have changed their names and the agency is in the 

transition of moving from a “team” based organization to a “service” based organization.  The 

Agency is contracting with the Correggio Group during the transition process.  

 In June the General Government Ways and Means committee informed the agency that they 

were going to create a task force to aid in the transition of the Agency.  This has not happened 

yet, State Librarian Dahlgreen feels that the changes the agency are making will go be 

consistent with anything the Joint Committee task force would recommend. 

 The State Librarian has completed her budget request, which looks like a typical budget 

request from the past but has added two new items.   

1. Would like to change the Early Literacy grant to include after school support as 

well. 

2. There is currently a position in Talking Books that is funded through donation 

funds; she has asked that this position be funded through general funds. 

 The reference room is closing on October 2.  The reason is because Government Services 

spends 35 hours a week staffing the room, which serves mainly general public and genealogy 

patrons. This is not a good use of our funds since the room is paid for with assessment funds.   

Still need to provide federal documents and Oregon Documents with those items from 1-4 to 

the public.  State employee access to the collection and staff services do not change.  WVGS 

is negotiating with the Salem public library to move their collection there.  Dahlgreen will put 

a heritage taskforce together that will look at how to use the historical collections at OSL and 

around the state.  Rent on the reference room will be paid till the end of the biennium. 

Round Robin for Council  ALL  

Topics that are affecting other agencies 

 The Gas Tax 

 Federal Funding for projects.  Some agencies do not want to start large projects when they do 

not know where their funding will be coming from 

 Seismic projects, especially on bridges. 



 

 The last two fire seasons have been two of the worst.  There is a lot of information related to 

these fire seasons that the public is interested in and it’s challenging to pull all this together, 

particularly with multiple state and federal agencies involved. 

 Ecosystem services: How to provide monetary support to people such as small forest land 

owners to encourage them to keep their land in forest, rather than developing it, so the land 

can continue to provide natural resources such as clean water and wildlife habitat. 

 Oregon has the third worst graduation rate in the nation. 

 Many third graders are not passing their third grade literacy level. 

 Diversity in education. 

 

Reports from GRS Staff - Jerry  

 Outreach activities for the last quarter were successful (September 12 events 299 patrons ,  

August 6  events 210 patrons, July 4 events160 patrons) 

 Jerry has started to use Oregon Connect Ilinc to provide virtual trainings, there have been four 

trainings which have gone well.  The plan is to have at least two virtual trainings per month. 

 

E-book platform trials - Kate 

This was a test that advisory council members were provided access to.  

   Worked well on a laptop, but not pc, because of the Adobe requirements.  Could not listen to 

books from PDF as fast as some would like.  Content was good for some, but not that 

necessary for technical material. Liked loan period and the size of files.  

 

 Love books 24x7, tried the ebsco product, but it really did not help with non technical 

research, such as histories. 

 

 Kate stated that we will be keeping Books 24x7 and that depending on our next budget, we 

may get one of the e-book platforms as an add-on 

 

Eclips, do we want “completeness” or “scan” - Jerry 

 It would be nice to see if there is a way to tag the stories, so you don’t have to look at every 

story. 

 Long is not bad, but don’t think it is necessary, keep it at level that does not make people 

delete the message because it is too long. 

 Julie Yamaka did not like eclips long as the email, but likes it long in the blog. 

 

Libguides update and feedback Alice  



  Possible problem on why not to use libguides is because they do not want to lose 

responsibility for products. 

  Want to put together a portal that could connect different states’ approaches, not just Oregon.  

Want to approach this based on how it could benefit the world and not just Oregon.   

 Excited about libguides as a place for nurses to keep up to date with work tasks. 

 Excited about libguides because you would not have to contact your “webmaster” to edit the 

page. 

 Libguides would be good for smaller jurisdictions as a way to inform the public. And thinks 

that if we could create a “build your own template” it would be very popular. 

What services would you like to see Government Services provide in the coming years? (Margie) 

 

 More centralized data, data from other agencies, using a searchable database and where you 

can find it. And who to contact for that information. 

 Poll each agency and have them say what records they hold and how to access that 

information. 

New Business at the State Library 

 

 The Oregon Scanning project is done; it now needs to be OCR’d. 

 An Online Services Librarian position is vacant and we will be recruiting for this position 

very soon.  We expect another vacancy in December due to retirement.  

 
 


