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Monitoring Compliances Protects and Enhances Long-Term Health of Wildlife and Habitats

In the early 1900s, the U.S. wild turkey population experienced a severe decline (and extinction in some states) due to habitat
destruction, lack of regulations, and overharvesting. In the 1950s, after decades of research and unsuccessful attempts at releasing
pen-raised turkeys, wildlife agencies nationwide found success trapping and transplanting wild turkeys to help restore or establish
populations to huntable levels. ODFW reported an estimated 5.6 million turkeys are present in the U.S. Per North American Wild
Turkey Federation, the “comeback of wild turkeys in North America is arguably the greatest conservation success story in history.”

Oregon presently supports two of the five North American wild turkey
subspecies, Rio Grande and Merriam’s; however, wild turkeys are not native to
our state. Oregon introduced turkeys beginning in 1961, first with wild-trapped
Merriam’s and then Rio Grande in 1975. The Merriam’s population grew
quickly but later stabilized at lower numbers; however, the Rio Grande adapted
surprisingly well to Oregon’s various habitats, resulting in a widespread growth
and establishment. Hence, Oregon’s turkey management plan focuses more on
the Rio Grande, and our state continues to supplement natural expansion with a
trap and transplant program. Turkeys are now found in nearly every county,
and their numbers and distribution should continue to expand. Since the
statewide spring season opened in 1987, turkey hunting has increased tenfold.
Hunting seasons occur both in the spring and the fall, and ODFW reported
potential regulation changes could provide additional hunting opportunities.

To ensure compliance with turkey hunting laws and regulations that protect and
enhance the species’ long-term health comes enforcement. The following are
Merriam'’s wild turkey strutting. Photo credit: NWTF some of the March turkey cases the Division made:

Sr. Tpr. Bennett (Grants Pass) and Sr. Tpr. Thompson (Central Point) responded to a complaint of a subject who shot at a turkey out
of season and was reportedly drunk and a wanted felon out of California. Upon contact, the suspect initially admitted to shooting
the turkeys to scare them away from his poaching neighbor (the complainant). The troopers noticed if the suspect would have shot
as described, he would have scared them right to his neighbor’s residence. The troopers located turkey feathers and blood in the
area. When the troopers advised the suspect what they could do to determine if the blood belonged to a turkey, the suspect admitted
to shooting at one of two turkeys that wandered through his yard and said that the opportunity presented itself, he took it knowing he
should not. The troopers cited the suspect for Taking Wild Turkey Closed Season and seized the turkey meat as evidence.

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) received a complaint from a Heppner Unit landowner that unknown suspect(s) shot from a public road at
turkeys on her property during a 2011 rifle buck hunt. She was particularly upset, because two of her daughters were in the vicinity.
Ritter recently located and contacted the suspects who both live near Portland. He determined suspect #1 shot at turkeys on the
victim’s fenced property from the public road and did not see the children. He also learned suspect #2 moved to Oregon in
December 2011 and had applied for Oregon resident licenses and tags for the prior seven years while residing in Washington. Ritter
issued criminal citations to suspect #1 for Hunting on the Enclosed Land of Another, Hunting Turkeys Closed Season, and
Hunting from a Public Roadway and suspect #2 for False Application for 2010 and 2011 Oregon Resident Hunting License,
False Application for 2010 Oregon Resident Elk Tag, False Application for 2010 and 2011 Oregon Resident Deer Tag, and
False Application for 2010 and 2011 Oregon Resident Angling License. Tpr. Reel (Portland) served the citations to the suspects.

Tpr. Boyd (Springfield) responded to a report of a male who shot a turkey in a Veneta neighborhood, and the witness photographed
and video-recorded most of the incident. Boyd contacted the juvenile suspect who advised he shot a “wounded turkey” with his
pellet gun, and the turkey ran across the street where a city worker killed it and hauled it off. After discussing the circumstances,
Boyd warned the subject for Hunting Turkey Closed Season and Hunting in City Limits and instructed him to notify authorities in
the future. After contacting the city and verifying they picked up a turkey, Boyd left the scene, parked nearby, and reviewed the
witness’ photos. He discovered additional details including a second turkey not mentioned. Boyd re-questioned the suspect and
determined he shot two turkeys with his .22 rimfire rifle. The suspect rode with Boyd to recover the meat of the second turkey at his
father’s residence and the carcass he dumped on private property. Boyd cited the suspect for Unlawful Possession of Turkey—
Take Closed Season, warned him for Offensive Littering and Hunting inside the City Limits, and seized the turkey and rifle.

For more information on turkeys, visit ODFW at http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/hunting/upland_bird/species/wild-turkey.asp
and National Wild Turkey Federation, a nonprofit conservation and hunting organization, at http://www.nwtf.org/.
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Dispositions / General Law

John Day Troops Received Dispositions

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) cited three suspects for Placing
Offensive Substances in or near Waters during the
2011 Murderers Creek rifle elk hunt. All three pled
guilty, and the court sentenced each to a $1,000 fine.

Tpr. McClay (John Day) worked an investigation in
December 2011 when a suspect killed a cow elk after
the hunt ended. The suspect was charged with Illegal
Possession of Elk and Taking Elk Closed Season. The
court sentenced the suspect to 36 months hunting
license suspension, $1,750 fine, 12 months probation,
and 40 hours community service.

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) cited a subject for three counts of
Hunting on the Enclosed Land of Another during the
2011 Northside archery elk hunt. The suspect pled
guilty to one count, and the court dismissed the other
two counts. The court sentenced the suspect to
36 months hunting license suspension, $500 fine,
12 months probation, and 40 hours community service.

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) cited a subject for Hunting on
the Enclosed Land of Another and for Hunting Outside
of Controlled Hunt Area during the 2011 Northside
buck deer rifle hunt. The suspect pled guilty to Hunting
on the Enclosed Land of Another, and the other charge
was dismissed. The court sentenced the suspect to
36 months hunting license suspension, $500 fine,
12 months probation, and 40 hours community service.

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) cited a subject for Hunting Buck
Deer without a Nonresident Hunting License and for
Criminal Trespass while in Possession of a Firearm
during the 2011 Northside rifle buck deer hunt. The
suspect pled guilty to Hunting Buck Deer without a
Nonresident Hunting License, and the court dismissed
the other charge. The court sentenced the suspect to
36 months hunting license suspension, $500 fine,
12 months probation, and 40 hours community service.

$15,000 Restitution Included for One Suspect Sentenced

Sr. Tpr. McNeil and Sr. Tpr. Duncan (Baker City) worked an elk case during the
2011 bow season involving a bow hunter killing a trophy bull without a valid bow elk
tag. The suspect then involved several others in aiding him during this offense. Baker
County Circuit Court found the first suspect guilty of Unlawful Take of Bull Elk and
sentenced the first suspect to three years hunting license suspension, 180 days jail with
178 suspended, 18 months bench probation, 40 hours of community service,
$227 fines/fees, and $15,000 restitution to ODFW for trophy class bull elk. The court
found a second suspect guilty of Aiding in a Wildlife Offense and a third suspect guilty
of Loaning a Bull Elk Tag and sentenced each to a $145 fine. During the course of the
investigation, the troopers found a fourth suspect involved had wasted a deer and
dumped it by a local waterway. The court found the fourth suspect guilty of Placing
Offensives Substances and sentenced the suspect to 12 months probation, 20 hours of
community service, $1,134 fines/fees, and $800 restitution to ODFW.

Troopers Caught Wanted Criminals

Tpr. Andrews (Salem) stopped a car being driven erratically on I-5. Andrews identified
the subject and learned he was a Fugitive from Justice out of Washington. The subject
was arrested with the assistance of Tpr. Burkholder (Albany) and Tpr. Olson (Patrol). A
probable cause search conducted on the vehicle revealed a user amount of marijuana.
Andrews lodged the subject at Marion County Jail, issued him a citation for UPCS—
Less than One Ounce of Marijuana and seized the contraband.

Tpr. Reel, Tpr. Schoenborn, and Tpr. Borchers (Portland) conducted a boat patrol on the
Willamette River. Reel contacted a male on the bank near Oaks Park sitting in the trees.
The subject identified himself by his driver license. A records check revealed the
subject had six outstanding arrest warrants out of Yamhill and Clackamas Counties. A
search located marijuana on the suspect. The troopers lodged the suspect in jail on the
warrants and cited him for UPCS—Less than One Ounce of Marijuana.

Sr. Tpr. Halsey (Albany) and Sgt. Shugart (Salem) contacted a subject walking down a
logging road. The subject first said a friend of his had gotten their vehicle stuck on a
spur road while four-wheeling. The subject presented an Oregon identification card and
then admitted he was alone and had driven the vehicle off the road, got stuck, and was
walking out. The subject told the troopers he lied, because he knew he was not
supposed to be driving. A wants check revealed the subject had an outstanding warrant
for his arrest and his driving privileges were violation suspended. A search revealed a
user amount of marijuana. The troopers lodged the subject on the warrant and cited
him for UPCS—Less than One Ounce of Marijuana.
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Environment / General Law

Various Criminal Investigations Conducted

Sr. Tpr. Turnbo (McMinnville) was patrolling Willamette Mission
State Park when he made contact with a subject who tried to drive his
vehicle up and over a retaining wall and got stuck. Turnbo cited the
operator for Criminal Mischief I11.

Tpr. Boyd (Springfield) and Rct. Wolcott (Patrol) followed up on a
trespass case involving a subject who “four-wheeled” across a tree
farm then onto another property ultimately getting stuck in a creek.
The subject abandoned his heavily damaged vehicle high-centered on
a large stump on the edge of a creek. The troopers contacted and
interviewed the subject at his residence and cited him for Criminal
Trespass II in a Motor Vehicle.

Sr. Tpr. Cushman (Central Point) contacted four male subjects in two
flatbed trucks hauling firewood in the Battle Mountain area. One
subject claimed to have a firewood cutting permit from a local timber
company. Cushman determined the permit had been altered and was
not valid. He cited the subject for Unlawful Cutting and
Transportation of Minor Forest Products and additionally cited
two subjects for DWS and No Operator License.

Tpr. Jewett (Heppner) received a report of two subjects who
trespassed while shed horn hunting in the Walla Walla Unit on
private property. The landowner and reporting party contacted the
subjects leaving the property. The subjects refused to identify
themselves and had three elk shed horns in possession. The
complainants noted the subject’s vehicle license plate number.
Jewett located and cited the subjects for Criminal Trespass II and
seized the horns. Sgt. Brown (Pendleton) and Milton-Freewater PD
assisted Jewett with the investigation.

Environmental Violations Found near Five Rivers

Tpr. Van Meter (Newport) completed an environmental investigation
near Five Rivers in Lane County. She met the landowner along with
two representatives from the Alsea Watershed Council at the
location. The investigation revealed two years ago, council members
met with the landowner regarding restoration on the property for
salmon and beaver habitat from an old mill pond that had been
decommissioned approximately 60 years ago. The area was now a
wetland adjacent to Five Rivers, as essential salmonid habitat. At the
time, funding was not available from the council, so nothing was
completed. During the summer of 2011, the landowner decided to
hire a contractor to move several hundred cubic yards of fill and
created a dam in a portion of the wetland to make a pond. The pond
appeared to be approximately two acres in size. The landowner had
also pushed dirt around in the bottom of the pond to create several
islands in the pond. The landowner instructed the contractor to divert
a small tributary away from the wetland and to create a new channel
that emptied directly into Five Rivers. In addition, an overflow pipe
was installed from the pond into the Five Rivers, and rock rip rap was
pulled from the banks of Five Rivers and positioned along the
riverbank to support the overflow pipe. Van Meter cited the
landowner for Unlawful Fill and Removal and warned him for
permit requirements through Oregon Water Resources Department
and fish passage rules through ODFW. Van Meter notified all
associated agencies for follow-up action and permitting.

Trooper Assisted Driver who Ran out of Gas and
Found Driver to be in Violation

Tpr. Tague (Central Point) was traveling on Butte Falls Highway when he
observed a vehicle slowly coming to a stop in the roadway in the opposing
lane. As he passed the vehicle, he observed the subject stop and turn the
hazard lights on. Tague turned around and contacted the passenger, and
he noted the driver was walking away. The passenger told Tague they ran
out of gas. Although the driver saw Tague stop, he continued walking
away. Tague then contacted the driver and gave the driver a ride to the
gas station. Eventually, Tague determined the driver was suspended and
cited him for DWS—Violation.

Multi-Convicted Felon Caught with Firearm

As Sgt. Lea (Coos Bay) was driving on Hwy 101, he noticed a pickup
parked at a timber gate he knows to be closed to public access with a male
subject standing outside the pickup holding a firearm. Lea turned around
and pulled up behind the vehicle. He saw the subject holding a very short,
pistol-gripped shotgun. When the subject realized Lea was a police
officer, he quickly deposited the gun inside the pickup. Lea contacted the
extremely nervous subject who said he had not been holding a gun. A
records check revealed the subject was a convicted felon (26 felony
convictions and 81 total arrests) and an out-of-compliance sex offender.
Lea arrested the subject for Felon in Possession of a Firearm and Fail to
Register Sex Offender Felony and lodged him in jail.

WED Operation Ended to Join Vehicle Pursuit

Tpr. King and Tpr. Smith (Tillamook) were working a WED operation in
south Tillamook County when they heard a pursuit headed their way from
Lincoln County. The troopers headed in the direction of the pursuit and
then passed a vehicle that closely matched the description of the suspect
vehicle.  As the trooper’s turned on the vehicle, another vehicle
immediately pulled over. The driver closely matched the description of
the suspect of the pursuit vehicle. As the troopers proceeded to walk up to
the vehicle, the driver immediately started to run from the scene. They
followed the suspect and located him lying in a creek trying to hide from
law enforcement. The investigation revealed this was not the suspect of
the pursuit, but they did learn the driver had a suspended license and was
trying to keep from getting a ticket. The troopers cited the subject for
DWS—Violation and Fail to Install Ignition Disabling Device (IDD).

Angling Complaint Led to Catching Juvenile Violators

Sr. Tpr. Duncan and Sgt. Cyr (Baker City) responded to an angling
complaint at Thief Valley Reservoir regarding three subjects who were
angling in a closed section of the Powder River below the dam. The
troopers located the subjects and observed them for a period of time
during which they observed the subjects consume multiple beers and
throw the cans into the brush. Upon contact, the troopers determined the
three subjects were juveniles. The troopers cited all three subjects each
for MIP—Alcohol and Offensive Littering within 100 Yards of a
Waterway and two of the subjects additionally for MIP—Tobacco and
warned all three for Angling Closed Stream. During the contact, the
troopers questioned the juveniles regarding how they obtained the alcohol.
The troopers determined who supplied the alcohol and contacted the male
subject at his Baker City residence. Following an interview, the troopers
cited and released the subject for Furnishing Alcohol to Minors.
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Bend Fish and Wildlife Division troopers, with the assistance of Criminal and
Patrol Divisions, served a search warrant at a La Pine residence.
determined the suspect involved took deer closed season and was also a
convicted felon (for rape and assaults) in possession of a firearm. The
subsequent investigation also revealed the presence of an illegal marijuana
grow. Troopers took the main suspect into custody and lodged the suspect in
the Klamath County Jail for Felon in Possession of a Firearm, Taking Deer
Closed Season x 2, Unlawful Possession and Manufacture of a Controlled
Substance, and Parole Violation. Troopers also arrested a second suspect for
During the investigation, troopers
identified another suspect and contacted this suspect at another location.
Troopers arrested the third suspect for Taking Deer Closed Season x 3,
Waste of Wildlife x 2, Taking Deer Prohibited Method—Weapon, and
Taking Deer Prohibited Method—Artificial Light.

Felon in Possession of a Firearm.

Tame deer found in Eagle Point. Photo credit: File

lllegal Bird hunting Detected

Sr. Tpr. Frerichs (Roseburg) cited a subject
for Taking Game Bird Closed Season after
his investigation revealed the subject shot and
killed a ring-necked rooster pheasant in a
Roseburg vineyard.

Tpr. Andrews and Tpr. Freitag (Salem)
investigated a complaint regarding two
subjects failing to check in their harvested
geese at a goose check station. The troopers
cited both subjects criminally for Fail to
Check Harvested Geese at Appropriate
Check Station and one subject additionally
for Fail to Immediately Record Goose
Harvest on Report Form.

Sgt. Hand (Klamath Falls) was working the
late goose season in an area that seems to
attract problems. As the shooting hours came
to a close, the white-fronted geese began
feverishly flying about, creating temptation
for two subjects. Hand observed the subjects
fire two volleys of shots at different flocks of
geese. Hand contacted the subjects and cited
them for Hunting Prohibited Hours.

Wildlife / Hunting

Felons Arrested for Poaching and Wasting Multiple Deer

Troopers

Tame Deer not Relocated

Sr. Tpr. Collom (Central Point) received a call
to investigate a tame deer living in Eagle
Point city limits. The caller wanted to get the
deer transplanted outside of town because the
caller was afraid someone might hurt it.
Collom responded to the residence and
determined the deer was in fact very unwary
of humans. The deer was a yearling buck
with tiny spikes and probably had been bottle
fed by someone nearby. The caller was made
aware they could not keep the deer penned up
and that the deer would not be relocated.

Trapping Investigations Worked

Tpr. Andrews (Salem) received a complaint
regarding a trapper who illegally took a
cougar with a leghold trap. He contacted and
interviewed the suspect who admitted he shot
the cougar while it was in his trap. The
suspect then later purchased and validated a
2012 cougar tag. Andrews cited the subject
criminally in lieu of custody for Unlawful
Take Cougar—No 2012 Cougar Tag and
Unlawful Take of Cougar Prohibited
Method—Leghold Trap and seized the
cougar hide and skull as evidence.

Sr. Tpr. Hayes (Bend) investigated a subject
who set unbranded traps with sight bait.
During the investigation, Hayes set up trail
cameras to photograph the trapper and his
vehicle. The cameras did not capture the
license plate but did give a date and time the
subject was coming and going. Using this
information, Hayes planned and conducted
surveillance of the site. Hayes was able to
make contact when the suspect tended to his
trap line. As a result of the investigation,
Hayes cited the subject for Trapping
Prohibited Method—Unbranded Traps,
Fail to Check Traps within 48 hours, and
Sight Bait within 15 Feet for Carnivores.

OREGON SaTE PO
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Evidence seized. Photo credit: File

Licenses Bought when Owed $

Sr. Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay) investigated a
subject who had not made a payment on his
court-ordered restitution for over eight months
but purchased licenses. Harris cited the
subject for Obtaining ODFW Licenses while
Owing Restitution to ODFW.

Tpr. Nugent (Central Point) contacted a
Phoenix subject for purchasing hunting
licenses and tags for the last several years
while still owing restitution to ODFW for
taking a spike deer in a forked antler or better
area in Coos County. Nugent cited the subject
for Unlawfully Purchasing Hunt License/
Tags while Owing Restitution.

Hawk Cases Worked

While Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) conducted
interviews on a deer case, he discovered
possible falconry permit violations. Another
agency previously investigated the subject
regarding falconry and illegal possession.
Lindberg noted several acts of deception
during the previous investigation. Lindberg
cited the subject criminally for Falconry
Permit Violation—Possession of Unbanded
Harris Hawk and Falconry Permit
Violation—Fail to Submit Annual Report.

Tpr. Smithers (Gold Beach) received
information regarding a red-tailed hawk shot
in the Brookings area and hanging from a tree
in the complainant’s neighbor’s yard.
Smithers responded to the neighbor’s
residence and observed a red-tailed hawk still
hanging from a tree in the neighbor’s front
yard. The landowner stated he shot the hawk
because it was going to kill his chickens, and
he hung the hawk from the tree to deter other
hawks from stealing his chickens. Brandon
cited for Unlawful Take of a Protected
Species—Red-Tailed Hawk.
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Wildlife / Hunting

Additional Charges Filed in 2011 Deer Case

Sr. Tpr. Duncan and Sgt. Cyr (Baker City) charged a suspect for
Exceeding the Bag Limit of Buck Deer, Aiding in a Game
Violation—Unlawful Taking of a Doe Mule Deer Closed Season, and
Tampering with Physical Evidence 7mm Mauser Rifle. This is
following an investigation from the 2011 deer season involving the
service of two search warrants by Baker City and La Grande troopers.

Anonymous Tip Led to Citing Three Deer Poachers

Tpr. Baimbridge (Roseburg) received anonymous information from the
TIP line reporting subjects who poached three deer four days prior to
the date of the report. He followed up on the complaint and found it to
be accurate. Baimbridge determined three subjects shot three deer
while coyote hunting. He located the deer still hanging in one subject’s
outbuilding. Baimbridge cited all three subjects each for Unlawful
Take of Black-Tailed Deer Closed Season and seized their rifles and
the deer. He released the deer carcasses to Wildlife Safari.

Extensive Metolius Investigation Conducted

Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) conducted an extensive investigation into a
freshly killed buck carcass found in the Metolius winter deer range by a
shed antler hunter. The buck had already shed its antlers. Lindberg
processed the scene and collected evidence. Prior to this investigation,
OSP set up cameras at various locations in the area. One of the cameras
took photos and video of the suspect’s vehicle and license plate. Due to
the suspects’ transient nature and their failure to properly register the
vehicle, Lindberg experienced challenges in locating the suspects. With
the assistance of Madras PD, OSP eventually located the suspects.
Lindberg and Sr. Tpr. Prodzinski (Madras) conducted several interviews
with suspects and possible witnesses. During the course of the
investigation, the troopers discovered, located, and seized additional
evidence. As a result of this lengthy investigation, the troopers cited
two suspects criminally for Taking Deer Closed Season.

Subjects Trespassed and Failed to Allow Inspection

Tpr. Ritter (John Day) received a complaint during the 2011 Murderers
Creek rifle buck season regarding two unknown suspects who
trespassed on Seneca-area ranch and the suspects refused to show the
landowner their hunting licenses or any identification. The landowner
provided a license plate and a vehicle description, but Ritter was not
able to locate the vehicle during the deer hunting season. Ritter
attempted to contact the vehicle owner by phone, but his phone numbers
were no longer in service. The vehicle owner lived in Springfield and
was a member of a hunt party who drew Murderers Creek Unit buck
tags. Tpr. Imholt (Springfield) contacted one of the hunt party members
and obtained a current phone number for the suspect. Ritter contacted
the initial suspect and an additional identified suspect by phone. Both
suspects admitted they had trespassed on the landowner’s property and
had refused to show their hunting licenses or driver licenses to the
landowner. Per ORS 497.036, “the holder of any license, tag, or permit
to angle, take, hunt, or trap must consent to the inspection of any such
license, tag, or permit and any wildlife taken,” including not only for
ODFW employees and wildlife enforcement officers but also the owner
or owner’s agent of any land upon which the holder is angling for,
taking, hunting, or trapping any wildlife. Ritter issued criminal citations
to both suspects for Criminal Trespass II and Refuse to Show
Hunting License to Landowner and forwarded the citations to Imholt
to serve on the suspects in the Springfield area.

Subject Accidentally Shot Second Elk

Tpr. Clement (Salem), Sr. Tpr. Kehr, and Sr. Tpr. Canfield (Newport)
responded to a hunting violation near Grande Ronde. A forester
working for timber company called OSP after contacting two subjects
who killed three cow elk during the east Stott Mountain late cow hunt.
The suspect admitted they accidentally killed a third elk during their
hunt while shooting at a cow elk. They thought they missed and
followed up with additional shots. When the subjects went to retrieve
their game, they realized they killed a third elk. Kehr spoke with the
suspect on the phone prior to contact who admitted to exceeding the bag
limit. The suspect assisted the troopers with the recovery and salvage of
the additional elk. The troopers cited the suspect as a violation for
Exceeding the Bag Limit—Cow Elk and donated the elk to charity.

Troopers Helped Determine where Legal Elk Shot

Sr. Tpr. Merritt and Tpr. Baimbridge (Roseburg) responded to a report
of a cow elk down in the complainant’s pasture, shot by a neighbor.
The troopers investigated the scene and located blood on the neighbor’s
side of the fence confirming the story the elk was wounded on the
neighbor’s property and ran onto the complainant’s property where the
neighbor killed it. The complainant called because she knew the
neighbor could not come onto her property to retrieve the elk without
her permission and OSP would come out to confirm where the elk
was initially wounded since the neighbor could not locate any blood on
his side of the fence. She stated she learned this from OSP display at
the Douglas County Sportsman Show. After locating blood on the
neighbor’s side, the neighbor was allowed to retrieve the cow elk.

Subjects Poached Elk while Trespassing

Sr. Tpr. Prodzinski and Sr. Tpr. Lindberg (Madras) investigated a
suspect who trespassed onto a private ranch in the Grizzly Unit during
elk season. Prodzinski checked the suspect who had harvested a 5 x 6
bull and claimed he took the bull on BLM land that bordered the private
property. During the contact, Prodzinski had to respond to another
complaint and left the area. The next day, Prodzinski and Lindberg
returned to the area and located evidence that indicated the suspect he
contacted trespassed and attempted to hide evidence of an elk kill. The
investigation revealed the suspect had been arrested before on the same
property for Criminal Trespass where he illegally took a large mule deer
buck. The suspect was found hiding with his buck during that incident.
As a result of this investigation, the troopers cited the suspect for
Criminal Trespass II, Hunting on the Enclosed Lands of Another,
and Waste of Wildlife and seized the elk meat and rack.

Tpr. Shimer (St. Helens) received information regarding three subjects
who killed an elk on private property near St. Helens. Tpr. May (Patrol)
arrived at the location first and detained the subjects. When Shimer
arrived, he determined one subject who had an antlerless elk tag killed a
cow elk. As the subject said he had permission to be on the property,
the subjects were allowed to leave. Sgt. Schwartz (Astoria) arrived to
assist with the investigation. When he and Shimer located where the
subject killed the cow, they found a spike elk gutted and left. They
contacted the landowner who said the subjects did not have permission.
After salvaging the spike, the troopers re-contacted the suspects who
admitted to shooting both elk and planned to return after dark to retrieve
the spike. The troopers cited the subjects criminally for Hunting on the
Cultivated/Enclosed Lands of Another, Unlawful Taking of Spike
Elk, Aiding in a Wildlife Offense, and Criminal Trespass II.
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OSMB / Commercial Fish / Shellfish / Marine

Subjects lllegally “Guided” in Wenaha Unit

Sr. Tpr. Davis (La Grande) investigated two subjects who provided
“guiding” services during a Wenaha Unit rifle bull elk season. His
investigation determined the subjects had expired guide licenses. Davis
cited both subjects for No Outfitter/Guide License.

Did you know? OSMB registers guides and outfitters in Oregon. The
required registration certifies guides and outfitters have the minimum
liability insurance legally required, along with current first aid and CPR
training, and a USCG operator license and/or surety bond, if required.
Additionally, guides and outfitters are required to carry and show their
registration card to anyone who asks. For more information and a
registration list, please contact OSMB 503-378-2519 or visit their
website at http://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/BoatReg/pages/guides.aspx.

Unusual-looking long-nosed lancetfish washed up on beach. Photo credit: File

Boat and Shore Saturation Patrols Performed

The North Coast Team, with the assistance of WDFW officers and
Portland and Salem Division troopers, conducted a three-day spring
salmon saturation out of St. Helens. The use of covert and uniformed
boat and shore patrols resulted in close to 400 angler contacts
throughout the time period. Regardless of the slow catch rate, troopers
issued more than a dozen citations for Angling Prohibited Method—
Two Rods, No Angling License, Failure to Immediately Validate
Harvest Card, Aiding in a Wildlife Offense, and Failure to Allow
Gear Inspection and various angling warnings. They also conducted
multiple boat inspections and warned several for boating offenses.

Anglers Exceeded Limit of Lingcod

Sr. Tpr. Thompson (Central Point) checked a boat at the Brookings
Harbor sport docks with four males who had been bottom fishing and
crabbing. He found one undersized crab during the initial check. When
Thompson asked if there were any other fish onboard, the subjects said
there were not. When he checked another cooler, Thompson located
more fish and fish parts. Thompson asked to search the rest of the boat,
when the captain moved to the cabin of the boat presumably to hide
additional fish. Thompson called for assistance. Tpr. Smithers (Gold
Beach) responded to Thompson’s location. He conducted a consent
search while Thompson interviewed the four suspects. Smithers found
a bag of filets hidden in the bow. The troopers determined the subjects
had exceeded their limit on lingcod. The troopers cited two of the
subjects for Exceeding Daily Bag Limit Lingcod and Aiding in a
Game Violation and warned all of the subjects for Unlawful Possession
of Undersized Crab and seized the lingcod as evidence.

Shellfish Resources Protected

Sgt. Lea (Coos Bay) conducted a patrol on Winchester Bay and
contacted a crabber with four undersized Dungeness crab in possession.
Lea cited the subject for Taking Undersized Dungeness Crab.

Sr. Tpr. Bowen (Coos Bay) checked sport crab activity in Charleston.
During one contact, he discovered seven short crab and one female
Dungeness crab on a sport boat. Bowen cited one subject for Unlawful
Possession of Undersized and Female Crab.

Tpr. Peterson (Tillamook) contacted two subjects who were just
returning from crabbing on Tillamook Bay. Upon inspection of their
catch, Peterson found the subjects had in possession six undersized
and one female Dungeness crab. Peterson cited one of the subjects for
Unlawful Possession Undersized Crab.

Odd-Looking Fish Washed up on Beach

A beachcomber found an odd-looking fish washed up on the beach near
Three Mile Creek and contacted Sr. Tpr. Harris (Coos Bay). The
specimen was in fairly good shape and barely alive when it was found.
Harris identified the nearly four-foot long fish as a long-nosed
lancetfish. He contacted the Oregon Institute of Marine Biology
(OIMB) who advised they would like to have the fish for the students to
dissect. Harris transported the fish to the OIMB. Although the fish is
not rare, it is uncommon to have a specimen wash up on the beach.

Commercial Fish Investigations Conducted

Sr. Tpr. Harris and Tpr. Keeler (Coos Bay) contacted a commercial
groundfish vessel as it returned to Charleston. The troopers determined
one crew member did not have the required license. They cited the
subject for No 2012 Commercial Fishing License.

Sr. Tpr. Stinnett (Gold Beach) contacted a moored commercial vessel
after completing a Dungeness crab offload. When Stinnett boarded the
boat, he checked two crew members for commercial licenses. The
skipper had left his license and all the permits at home. Stinnett
checked the crab logbook sitting on the chart table and could see the last
entry was dated for an earlier day in 