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         Hot Spots from the State Fire Marshal

July 2006

· Cigarette –caused fires
The Oregon Fire Safety Coalition continues working on proposed legislation for self extinguishing cigarettes. Oregon fire departments are reminded of their important role in contacting the state fire marshal’s office as soon as possible if they have a cigarette-caused fire. Contact Tari Glocar at 503-373-1540 ext. 275 or email tari.glocar@state.or.us.
· Fireworks in the aftermath of July 4th

Following July 4th the Office of State Marshal received calls from fire departments and concerned citizens who want to work together with law enforcement to help reduce overwhelming impact of illegal fireworks besieging many communities.

Siuslaw Fire Chief John Buchanan is working with a citizen who brought illegal fireworks into Oregon and was subsequently injured. Buchanan reports he is remorseful and wants others to learn from his experience.

Many departments are putting plans for 2007 together now. Future fire service plans to deter illegal fireworks include:

· Strong public campaigns early, well before fireworks season even begins, and 

· Engaging support of law enforcement.

For more assistance, contact Anita Phillips, manager of the License and Permit Services Unit at 503-373-1540, ext. 264, or email anita.phillips@state.or.us.

· Biodiesel

A fire in Canby has ignited concerns regarding safety surrounding production of biodiesel. The Office of State Fire Marshal is working with partners including Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Oregon Energy and Oregon Agriculture to find solutions for unanswered questions. 

The trend toward alternative fuels has sparked an entrepreneurial spirit in many individuals now engaging in production of alternative fuel, particularly biodiesel.

Fire departments are encouraged to educate citizens to contact their local fire departments if involved in production of biodiesel. Fire departments may work with locations having biodiesel to conduct pre-fire planning and make sure this information is included with local dispatch. Fire departments may also work to send out messages advising to keep quantities of flammables small and in the case of fire call 911 immediately and make sure to advise dispatch of the presence of biodiesel and how much is on hand so departments are prepared to respond.
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