[image: image1.png]



July 10, 2007
For Immediate Release

Contact: Rich Hoover
503-373-1540 ext. 217 office; 503-370-0033 pager

Egley Complex fire in eastern Oregon declared a Conflagration 
Salem, OR—Governor Theodore Kulongoski declared the Egley Complex fire located west of Hines as the state’s first conflagration of 2007. The declaration cleared the way for Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal Randy Simpson to mobilize firefighters and equipment to assist local resources battling the fire. The request to invoke the Oregon Conflagration Act was made by Harney County Fire Defense Board Chief Chris Briels.
According to the Northwest Interagency Coordination Center, the fire threatening Hines has burned more than 18,000 acres of grass and brush and threatens 147 structures. Structures are a mix of residences, commercial buildings and outbuildings. No evacuations have yet been ordered. A large portion of the Malheur National Forest has been closed to the public. There are no reports of injuries or structures lost. 
The Office of State Marshal’s Blue Incident Management Team and three structural task forces are on scene. The task forces are from Deschutes, Linn and Marion counties. 

Oregon’s conflagration may be invoked only by the Governor and allows the State Fire Marshal to dispatch structural firefighters and equipment.  More information on Conflagration and Emergency Mobilization is available at OSFM website:
 http://egov.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/Emergency_mobilization.shtml. 
Additional resources on surviving wildfires may be accessed at:

· Wildfire…Evacuation Readiness http://egov.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/wildfire_evac.doc 
· After the Wildfire… http://egov.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/docs/Comm_Ed/WUI/After_a_wildfire.doc
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