
NUMBER 6 MAY 1, 2015

T he Oregon State Legisla-
ture charged the Oregon 
Task Force on School 

Safety (OTFSS) with examining 
whether schools statewide should 
adopt standardized language and 
response protocols in response to 
emergencies like an active shoot-
er incident, fire, or earthquake.  
A subcommittee was developed 
at the Aug. 28 meeting with the 
intention of coming up with stan-
dard language.  The Subcommit-
tee on Terminology presented 
their findings at the March 18 
OTFSS meeting.

The Subcommittee on Terminol-
ogy came up with four key recom-
mendations to present to the group.  
The terminology adopted by the 
Task Force is below:

• Lockdown – this term is used 
in a situation to quickly secure 
school staff, students, and visitors 
in the rooms away from immediate 
danger.

• Lockout – this term is used in 
a potentially dangerous situation 
outside of the school.  Students and 
staff are to remain inside while the 
school’s exterior doors are locked.

• Shelter in Place – students 
and staff are asked to take imme-
diate shelter where they are and 
isolate the inside environment 
from the outside environment.

• Evacuate – those inside the 
building are asked to move from 
a place of danger to a safe place.  
Students and staff are asked to 
leave the school immediately.

Members of the Subcommittee 
on Terminology recommended 
that there is more work to be done 
on the law enforcement side, but 
the work of this subcommittee is 
complete.

A t the meeting on March 18, the Oregon Task 
Force on School Safety (OTFSS) learned 
about proposed web resources to help with 

training and information about school safety.  These 
websites cover emergency management resources 
available for first responders, schools, and community 
organizations.  These recommendations are not a man-
date but a resource guide to serve as a starting place 
for learning more about how to prepare for a school 
emergency. The Task Force approved and adopted the 
following four web resources:

• Rural Consortium Training Center:  
http://www.ruraltraining.org/

• Readiness and Emergency Management for 
Schools: http://rems.ed.gov/OverviewEmergency-
OperationsPlans.aspx

• Emergency Management Institute – FEMA:  
http://training.fema.gov/emi.aspx

• Energetic Materials Research and Testing  
Center: http://emrtc.nmt.edu

Additional discussion about the I Love U Guys 
Foundation website (http://iloveyouguys.org) fol-
lowed the vote.  Some Task Force members wanted to 
see the I Love U Guys website included but questions 
remained about the language and fire codes presented 
on the website.  A motion was presented to include the 
I Love U Guys website on the list and it passed with 
two nays.

The Task Force agreed that future discussion 
will take place on additional web based resources:

• Office of State Fire Marshal – Do the Drill:   
http://www.oregon.gov/osp/SFM/docs/yfpi/ 
do_the_drill_2011.pdf

• Guide for Developing High Quality School  
Emergency Operations Plans:  http://rems.ed.gov/
docs/REMS_k-12_Guide_508.pdf

• Oregon Dept. of Education:  
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=372

Terminology for School Emergencies

Task Force Learns About Standard  
Statewide Protocol for Web Resources
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I n March, the Oregon Task Force on 
School Safety (OTFSS) discussed the 
final report that will be presented to the 

Oregon State Legislature later this year.  Task 
Force Members discussed the importance of 
collaboration, communication and guidance 
in the final document.  Heidi Moawad, Pub-
lic Safety Policy Advisor to Oregon Gover-
nor Kate Brown, recommended assembling 
information on prevention in the final docu-
ment to include a tip line, student threat as-
sessment, and positive school climate.

Work is currently being done with the 
Salem-Keizer School District threat assess-
ment team to see how the Oregon Dept. of 
Education (ODE) can expand the program 
statewide. This system is designed for use 

with students who are engaged in circum-
stances that suggest the potential for aggres-
sion or violence directed at other people.  
ODE wants to help all school districts engage 
with their local law enforcement partners to 
create student threat assessment programs.

Clackamas County Sheriff Craig Rob-
erts will write a rough draft document outline 
to be reviewed at the April meeting of the 
OTFSS.  This document will drive the direc-
tion of the Task Force in the coming months.  
The goal of the Task Force is to present a 
report with recommendations to the Oregon 
State Legislature complete with recommen-
dations on how to allocate resources toward 
school safety.

A Request for Informa-
tion (RFI) was posted 
on Feb. 13 which in-

cluded seven submissions.  A 
contractor is currently doing 
a quantitative analysis on all 
seven submissions, based on 
that analysis the subcommittee 
will be creating a presentation 
for the Task Force at the April 
meeting.  The presentation will 
be an overview of the analysis 
with pros and cons and the cost 
and viability of the options.  
After the presentation, the Task 
Force will then vote to move 
forward with a request to the 
legislature for a Request for 
Proposal (RFP).

The Task Force discussed 
moving forward with a RFP to 
establish a tip line.  The group 
voted to move forward with the 
tip line with emphasis on sus-
tainability.

Task Force Continues Work on Final Report

Next Steps for the Task Force: RFI, RFP and a Tip Line


