
Introduction to Seasonally 

Varying Flows

What we are trying to protect

Why it matters



Components of hydrograph



Seasonally varying flows

Elements:  Magnitude, frequency, 

duration, timing, rate of change



Why percent of flow?

• Seasonally varying flows protect full range of 

goods and services

– But challenging to prescribe

• Percent of flow approach relies on natural 

variability, altered by specific percentage of 

deviation

– Especially relevant when flow conditions are not 

static


