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Oregon Water Resources Department 
Attention:  Jon Unger, Water Resources Grant Administrator 
725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 
Salem, OR  97301 

January 13, 2016 

Dear Jon  and OWRD personnel and reviewers: 

This letter is in regard to the proposed application by Waibel Ranches for the Oregon Water 
Resources Deparment’s Water Supply Development Account.  The proposed irrigation system 
improvements from that project will provide many benefits to the irrigation system, fish and wildlife 
habitat, and watershed function of the streams on Big Summit Prairie. 

The Crooked River Watershed Council has been working with Waibel Ranches since 2014 on a 
long term restoration plan for the ranch properties on Big Summit Prairie, with an all-encompassing 
approach to improve agricultural management (both irrigation and livestock), riparian condition and 
function, instream habitat, and upland condition and function.  We were awarded an Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board (OWEB) Technical Assistance grant in 2015 to carry out this work, and to date we 
have completed the majority of the fieldwork and we are synthesizing this work into the final 
restoration plan.  In addition, we currently have a grant application in review by OWEB to initiate the 
first phase of the restoration work (tentatively planned for summer 2016-fall 2017) that will include 
riparian fencing, instream habitat structures, and water developments for livestock water to better 
manage livestock and increase late season instream flows. 

We believe that these two projects and any future projects will work synergistically to allow 
Waibel Ranches to efficiently manage irrigation water which will allow for increase instream flows on 
Allen Creek and the North Fork of the Crooked River which will benefit the overall riparian and instream 
function and condition of the streams on Big Summit Prairie.  I steadfastly urge OWRD to award this 
grant to Waibel Ranches to further our collaborative restoration work that will have lasting impact for 
decades in this highly valued area of the Crooked River watershed. 

Sincerely, 

 

Garry Sanders 
Project Manager 
Crooked River Watershed Council 
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