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Professional illustrator and storyteller Mark Fearing visited 
North Coast YCF March 5 to explain to youth how he makes 
art. Fearing has created award-winning cartoons, graphic 
art and animated specials. His art has appeared on 
Nickelodeon and G4, and he has worked for Sony Online, 
Pearson Television and Walt Disney Television Animation.  
 
One of Fearing’s specialties is illustrating children’s books, 
and his credits include “The Book that Eats People,” “So You 
Want to Catch Bigfoot?” and “A Very Witchy Spelling Bee,” 
among many others. Fearing, who lives near Portland, was 
invited to North Coast by staff at South Jetty High School.  
 
Afterward, Fearing shared these observations with Inside 
OYA: 
 
To be honest, I was anxious about my visit to North Coast. I had 
never spoken to an audience under circumstances like this before. 
I visit with students of all ages and I teach classes, but I wasn't 
sure what these students would be like. 
 
After a short while I was put at ease. Aside from the security 
protocols and the controlled environment, these kids weren't that 
different from many other groups I have visited with through the 
years. Some were uninterested and some were focused on 
another issue in their minds, but that is true in any group. Most 
were polite and many became very involved. They were intrigued 
to learn about the various commercial arts, to hear about 
animation technology and the process of creating a book. There 
was a definite hunger to hear about professional experiences in 
the careers I have worked in. 
 
They asked a lot of questions and when I had one-on-one time I 
was peppered with many more. I was often surprised by the 
sophistication of the questions about the methods used in 
animation r the details about writing an outline of a story. 
 
I left with mixed emotions. For one thing I wish I had been 
prepared to present a more complete introduction to the 
fundamentals of drawing. Many of the kids seemed really 
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In photos above, Mark Fearing 
demonstrates his artistic technique to 
youth at North Coast YCF. 
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A children’s book illustrated by Mark Fearing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

interested in the basics of drawing and illustration. I believe that 
drawing provides a valuable path for self-improvement. That the 
very basic notion that with every drawing we do, we get a little 
better might resonate with the students in other aspects of their 
life, if just a little bit. I also hoped that the subtext to my talk – 
that through writing and drawing we communicate our unique 
life experiences – might find a place in at least some of the kids’ 
lives. 
 
I also left with a great deal of appreciation for the adults who are 
working with the kids day-in and day-out. Overall, it was a very 
good experience that had me reconsidering many issues in my 
work, my teaching and even how I see some issues in our culture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


