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Eastern Oregon YCF helps Harney County Library win reading challenge 
 

 
 

  
By Sandy Cargill 
Reading Specialist, Monroe High School 
Harney Education Service District 
April 25, 2014 
 
Eastern Oregon YCF youth once again helped 
the Harney County Library in Burns win the 
“Million Page Challenge” this year. Harney and 
Grant counties hosted the Million Page 
Challenge Jan. 21 to March 1. With the help of 
our youth, the county pulled off a 76,535-page 
victory.  
 
Forty-two out of 52 students at EOYCF 
participated in the reading event in which each 
youth recorded his pages daily and the count 
was turned in to the library once a week. A 
drawing was held for each week’s readers and 
miscellaneous prizes were awarded to the 
winners. This was something that the youth 
looked forward to with much enthusiasm. 
 
Jesse felt that the event was challenging. “It 
was fun to be part of the community to help 
win the competition in both years’ contests,” 
he said. “I got to read all the books I liked and I 
look forward to participating next year.” 
 
Joseph said, “It was a good opportunity to get 
people involved in something positive. We can 
prove that we have worth to the community.”  
 
Santana, 15, was not able to participate in the 
county contest due to his age. He was the top 
reader at EOYCF with 16,493 pages. “It was a 
challenge to compete with other youth in the 
facility and I look forward to competing next 
year when I am 16 and having my pages count 
for the library,” he said. 
 

Left to right: Santana, Kash, Zach, Laine and Dominic 
proudly display the certificates they received for 
participating in the Harney County Library’s Million 
Page Challenge. 

Left to right: Daniel, Josh C., Jessee, Josh P., Jesse and Terry 
with their Million Page Challenge certificates. 



Dominic said, “This is my second year as a participant in the reading challenges and itinspired me to read 
more. It gives me a chance to explore other books that I would not normally read. My hope is that all the OYA 
facilities have a reading challenge against each facility.” 

In 2012, Harney County won the same challenge against Lake County with the help of EOYCF kids. The library 
awarded the top readers with T-shirts that proudly declare, “Winners of the Million Page Challenge!” 

Since the youth could not participate in the county-wide celebration party, the Harney Education Service 
District, which supports EOYCF, organized an ice-cream party to honor them. Certificates were presented to 
the top readers in each unit and every participant was given a bookmark showing his name and the total pages 
he read.  

 


