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Summer is a season of success as OYA kids graduate
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June was a month full of educational
accomplishments of OYA youth: 241 high school
diplomas, college degrees, GEDs, and vocational
certificates were awarded to youth in facilities or
under community supervision at graduation
ceremonies across the state.

At Hillcrest’s Robert S. Farrell High School
graduation ceremony June 26, relatives of the
late Mike Gregus were in attendance as Mike’s
colleague Harry Bradshaw awarded the New
Beginnings College Scholarship to a deserving
youth, Pavel. Mike was a longtime JPPO whose
untimely death in 2013 moved his family to ask
that donations be made in his name to a
scholarship fund for youth who pursue higher
education while at OYA.

Special guests attended many facility
graduations, including local officials and
members of the legislative, executive and
judicial branches of government. First Lady
Cylvia Hayes and Judge James Egan of the
Oregon Court of Appeals addressed the
graduating class at MacLaren, Oregon Supreme
Court Justice David Brewer was a guest at
Hillcrest’s ceremony, and Albany Mayor Sharon
Konopa spoke at Oak Creek. Relatives of the
graduates were on hand to applaud the
achievements of their sons and daughters,
brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews.

In remarks to the Lord High School graduates,
Hayes shared her story of a disadvantaged
upbringing to impress on them the value of
education. “The education you’ve all worked
hard to earn will be one of the most valuable
things you will have,” she said. “The smartest
thing you can do while you are in here is take
advantage of every educational opportunity. And
here is another great thing about education — it’s
something nobody can take from you.”

Oregon First Lady Cylvia Hayes (right) congratulates a graduate
during William P. Lord High School’s commencement at MacLaren
June 25. Principal Michael Conn applauds at left.

She added a challenge: “You have to change the people you
hang out with, your friends and sometimes even family
members, if you want to change the direction of your life.”

A number of youth voluntarily returned to the facilities from
which they had recently been released to formally receive their
diplomas. For example, several girls who left Oak Creek after
they completed their graduation requirements returned to the
facility June 13 to walk across the stage.

“Twenty-nine out of 30 youth who have been surveyed since
December upon their release have indicated they would return
to the facility to reconnect with staff and peers and share how
they are doing,” said Oak Creek Superintendent Mike Riggan.
“The positive relationships they formed at the facility have
contributed to their success as productive, crime-free members
of society.”

OYA Director Fariborz Pakseresht cited the relationships the
agency has built with school districts and community colleges
throughout the state, the Oregon Department of Education and
various non-profit partners. “Many people have worked
diligently to foster these relationships, which are responsible
for bringing dozens of committed and hard-working principals,
teachers and instructors into our facilities to guide and mentor
at-risk youth, and for introducing innovative educational



programs,” he said. “It takes a special kind of
person to teach in correctional facilities, and we
are fortunate that so many talented individuals
are willing to offer our youth their skills,
experience and passion for learning.”

Breanna (left) and Mercedes received their GED Foster parents Dave and Maria Mihm congratulate J.P. on
certificates June 13 from Three Lakes High School

graduation from McMinnville High School.
at Oak Creek.

Education Coordinator Frank Martin (left)
congratulates youth Pavel on receiving the New
Beginnings College Scholarship from Robert S.
Farrell High School at Hillcrest.

Nathan on his way to receiving his diploma June 16 from Ocean
Dunes High School at Camp Florence.



(Left to right): MacLaren Superintendent Dan Berger,
youth Sang, his mother Mai Trinh and Education
Coordinator Frank Martin after the William P.
Lord High School graduation ceremony at
MacLaren YCF. Sang was recognized during the
ceremony for receiving his undergraduate degree
with honors from Portland State University in June.

Eastern Oregon YCF. Principal Ron Wassom (behind podium)
handed out the diplomas.



