May 17, 2011
Dear Colleagues,

May is Foster Care Awareness Month, and we encourage you to take this opportunity to thank
OYA'’s foster and proctor parents for the wonderful work they do. While most of the focus on
OYA tends to emphasize close custody and residential treatment programs, it’s important to
remember the essential role our foster families play in helping us achieve our mission.

We are privileged to have approximately 40 OYA foster and proctor homes in Oregon caring for
50-60 youth at any given time. These foster families serve as positive role models who provide
an important level of stability and support, and help youth prepare for adulthood.

Foster families help youth gain the prosocial skills they need to successfully transition to
independent living. They help youth learn accountability, engage in treatment and education,
volunteer in the community, find jobs, and learn life-skills.

The work of foster and proctor parents can be challenging, but also very rewarding — both for
themselves and for the youth they help. In many cases OYA’s foster families represent some of
the first positive family models our youth have experienced. And foster families have an impact.
They change lives for the better.

We are continually impressed at the sincere care and concern our foster and proctor parents
display every day. Without these dedicated families, many youth would have a much tougher
time gaining solid footing and going on to lead productive, crime-free lives. But thanks to our
many wonderful foster families, our youth are able to build better futures and contribute to the
community.

Please join us this month in thanking OYA’s team of foster and proctor parents for their good
work.

Sincerely,
Colette S. Peters Fariborz Pakseresht

Director Deputy Director



